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TEA PLANTING 311 

exact situation of his destination i for this and his outfit 
and varied incidental expenses upon the voyage a sum of 
£100 should be allowed. The charges made by planters vary 
considerably, from Rs. 120 to Rs, 200 per mensem, which 
sum includes board and residence in the planter's house and 
instruction in tea growing. It does not, however, generally 
include the use of a pony, and the pupil will probably find 
this a necessity, for which an extra sum· of Rs. 20 per mensem 
must be spent. The time passed in learning is generally two 
years, and the life, though rather solitary in the larger and 
more remote plantations, is a very pleasant one. Visitors 
are all the more welcome because they are rarer than in 
more populated districts, and the excitement and variety of 
visits to the neighbouring towns are thoroughly appreciated. 
Even in hospitable India the hospitality of the planter is 
proverbial. 

A planter's life is byno means an idle one, passed in lazily 
enjoying the profits of black labour, as the pupil soon dis­
covers. Work, hard and continual work, albeit there is no 
actual manual labour, from early morning till short tropical 
twilight gives place to night, is the secret of successfully 
conducting a tea plantation. Before sunrise, after an early 
cup of coffee, the owner is up and making a tour of inspec­
tion around the estate, seeing that the Tamil coolies, men 
and women, are at their work among the sweet-smelling tea­
shrubs and slender white-flowered Cinchona trees. Constant 
supervision is required wherever Oriental labour is employed. 
In the heat of the day, to travel over the sunny, treeless 
paths, even when protected by a "solar tope," is trying. 
Then the accounts of the estate have to be carefully kept, 
the state of the markets studied, and a vast amount of 
correspondence to be got through. Shrewdness and the 
power of calculation are highly necessary qualities, for the 
success of the crops in a great measure depends upon a 
thorough knowledge of the weather and the conditions of 
the. soil 

en t e pupil has finished his novitiate in tea planting 
he will, if be has capital, buy a share in some estate, 
possibly the one whereon he has lived i but if not possessed 
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of money, he will have to content himself with the position 
of manager or overseer. The pay given to these varies 
considerably, according to the size of the estate, but a very 
usual rate is from Ra. BOO to Ra. 600 per mensem, with a 
bungalow included. It will be seen from this that the pay 
is not high, but living is cheap, and the axiom that" Man 
wants but little here below" is realized in the tea districts 
of Ceylon. Assam and the adjoining provinces of India are 
also well-known tea districts, to which the previous remarks 
apply: and there is every reason to believe tha.t the tea­
growing industry under the British flag will soon become so 
important a factor in the world's commerce that the China 
fields will be more than ever neglected as affording profitable 
openings for the young planter. Whether the civilizing 
influences now being brought to bear on China will alter 
this is a question for the future. 



The Church Missionary Society 

T HE career of a missionary can in no way be considered 
in the same light as other professions; indeed, pro­
perly speaking, it cannot be regarded as a profession 

at all, as missionary life is a thing apart, and those who 
seek substantial advantages, and whose objects in life are 
social advancement and a good. income, will find little to 
interest them in this article. But there are, and always 
have been (and it is well for us as a nation that this is so) 
men who have a higher ideal than mere worldly success; 
men whom the money-grabbing spirit of the age, the fevered 
endeavour to grow rich at all hazards, has left untouched, 
and who, putting aside their own individual tastes and 
inclinations, sincerely desire to do some good in the world; 
men who are willing to lead a life of self-denial for the sake 
of others, men of the type of David Livingstone and Charles 
George Gordon. To such men the Church Missionary Society 
offers opportunities for a career of usefulness, and a little 
information upon the qualifications required for entering 
it and the kind of life led by some of the members will be 
of interest. 

The world is much divided in its opinion as to the ex­
pediency, moral and political, of weaning nations from 
the:faiths of their ancestors; but every one at least will 
grant that missionary work has been productive of much 
good, especially where the care of bodies goes hand in hand 
with that of souls. 

Candidates are of all classes, and their occupations as 
missionaries are widely varied. The Society divides them 
into four classes. First come clergymen who have been 

818 
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already ordained, possibly who have already undertaken 
work at home, but who feel that there is more scope for 
their energies further afield i and men who wish to take 
holy orders, but who are unable, probably on a.ccount of 
the expense, to go to a university. These latter candidates 
are received into the Society's college, and receive a course 
of theological training, which is given at the Society's 
expense if the candidate is absolutely unable to provide 
for it. Secondly come doctors who are willing to abandon 
prospects of home practice for medical mission work i thirdly, 
there are engineers for mission steamers, printers for mis­
sion presses, and schoolmasters for the many excellent 
mission schools i and lastly, lay evangelists, who are neither 
ordained nor professional, but who may be described as 
good "all-round" men, and who receive a. short special 
training fitting them for their special work. 

Of all these classes we have to do with the :first only. 
The expenses at a university which will have to be incurred 
by a boy taking orders cannot be computed at less than 
£100 a year, which for the necessary three years makes 
a minimum of £360; but the expenses at a theological 
college are smaller, and more moderate still are the expenses 
at the college of the Church Missionary Society. 

The man who has made up his mind that missionary life 
is his vocation must write to the Secretary of the Church 
Missionary Society, Salisbury Square, London, E.C., giving 
the names of two or three references; he receives a paper 
of questions, and if the answers to these, together with 
the references, prove satisfactory, he is invited to see some 
of the committee in London, who inquire into his qualifica­
tions, which they divide under four heads. First, important 
in every walk of life, comes health; the candidate is ex.­
amined by the Society's medical adviser; a high standard 
of constitution is required for the work in the tropics, under 
0. burning sun, often in a malarial climate, far from medical 
aid and the various resources that we at home have been 
taught to look upon as necessities. Of spiritual qualifica­
tions, it is most necessary that the candidate be thoroughly 
earnest in his desire to do good to the inhabitants of foreign 
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lands i there must be no half-heartedness about it i he must 
be prepared to devote his whole life to the service i he must 
also be thoroughly "sound" in his theological views, be­
longing to the school known as 11 Evangelical," for he has 
to walk in the footsteps of the earliest evangelists. His 
intellectual capacities must be good, as he will be required 
thoroughly to master foreign languages and dialects-for 
translation work is frequently needed-and he should 
possess the gift (one that is by no means given to all) of 
imparting knowledge. His practical qualifications should 
be a cheerful, amiable, and unselfish character, and, above 
all, tact, for without this labour would be in vain amidst 
the unreasoning, childlike dispositions of many dusky races i 
the want of this same quality has been the cause of many 
deplorable occurrences, frequently culminating in loss of 
life and serious political difficulties. Another point of im­
portance is whether or no the candidate is engaged to be 
married. The Society asks this question, not because it 
wishes to set a premium on celibacy, but because it expects 
a missionary's wife to be a helpmate to him, and to this end 
it is necessary that the lady sheuld possess the good health 
and requisite qualifications for the life before her, and a 
spouse who would fulfil these conditions admirably at home 
might prove utterly useless when transplanted. 

And the pay? This must ever be a secondary matter"in 
such a calling, but the loaves and fishes have to be con­
sidered. There are many honorary missionaries and others, 
who possess some small means of their own i but the total 
lack of such possessions is no drawback, for the Society ever 
deems the labourer worthy of his hire, though what this 
same hire shall amount to depends entirely upon the dis­
cretion of the committee, who take all individual cir-. 
cumstances into consideration, and make their allowance 
accordingly. 

Very many pictures have been drawn of the desperate 
sutrerings and hardships of missionary life i but it must not 
be imagined that these represent the normal condition of 
things, any more than the exaggerated stories of opponents 
to missionary work concerning the fortunes amassed from 
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the natives and the secret a1Jiuence of missionaries. In 
the larger places, more especially in Indian stations, the 
lifo is a pleasant one. The pretty mission bungalow, SUl'­

rounded by a garden, is comfortable and airy, although it 
is situated away from the European and near the native 
quarters. H considered necessary, expenses for a horae 
are allowed, as well as the house, besides certain servants, 
and the stipend varies from Ra. 250 upwards, according to 
the size of the family and their needs. In the hills, too, 
the lines of missionaries fall in pleasant places i but they 
will find, although in the midst of compatriots, a certain 
amount of isolation, as their work and interests fully oceupy 
their time, and lead them in a totally different direction 
from that taken by their European neighbours. 
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