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A message from our Deacon

Hello Fellow Bonnetmakers and Dyers,

I can hardly believe that a quarter of my year has gone already. How time flies — it’s on a par with the thinking
that policemen get younger and younger!!!

We had a very successful Choosing Dinner with all our students receiving their awards and turning out in all their
finery. We are hugely grateful to the NHSGGC Choir who stepped in at the last minute to entertain us. The
following pages show a few of the highlights of Autumn. I hope you enjoy seeing what the Craft has been up to.

Looking forward to 2026, we are arranging one or two joint events with the Weavers and Tailors Crafts probably
involving some of the Colleges we support. We look forward to your support for these events and others in the
pipeline.

I take this opportunity to wish you all a joyous Christmas time with peace and harmony in your heart and your
home.

With best wishes, Deacon Margaret




Deacon’s Choosing Dinner

At Deacon Margaret’s Choosing Dinner everyone who attended enjoyed a fun “Halloween Hat”
themed evening. Guests joined in the fun with some amazing creations as one would expect
from a group of people interested in head wear. Deacon Margaret was delighted that so many of
our prizewinning students were able to attend the dinner and during the evening were presented
with their certificates and prizes. Our Craft continues to support many students at various
universities and colleges throughout Scotland.

The speeches were by Barney Crockett (ex Provost of Aberdeen) and by Richard Williams
(Vice Chancellor of Herriot Watt University) who gave us an interesting insight into how hats
used at graduations were entertaining and enlightening.

Deacon Margaret had also arranged for an NHS ladies choir to perform a very enjoyable
collection of songs after the interval. The visitation from The Hammermen was brought in by
Ex Deacon Robert Linton and Master Court member Stephen Reynolds and the evening was
rounded off with an entertaining toast to the Deacon in the form of a quiz by Ex-Deacon Dianne
Chapman.




Fraternity of Dyers, Linlithgow St Crispin’s Feast, York

Deacon Margaret was invited by the Fraternity of Dyers of Linlithgow to attend their annual Deacon Margaret and her husband Mervyn attended, as guests of Master Richard Pready

dinner at the Champany Inn. (below), the St Crispin's Feast of the Company of Cordwainers of York in the historic,
traditional surroundings of Bedern Hall in York.

Margaret notes...”After a beautiful meal, comprising a HUGE steak, we were entertained by a

brass band from the neighbouring (and rival) town, then to singing by several of the members. A most enjoyable evening and the Deacon won a large bottle of Dutch Gin in the raftle!

Although the weather outside was cold and miserable, the company was warm and welcoming s ——

(the evening was enacted by candlelight!)”. Wiy
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Kelvingrove Art Galleries

In late October a group of us paid a visit to the Kelvingrove Art Galleries & Museum in the West End of Glasgow. The purpose was to catch
up and have a tour of the various exhibits as for most of us it had been a very long time since we were last there.

We happily wandered around the various exhibitions for a while then took in the renowned Organ Recital at 3pm. The recitals are always
great fun and it’s encouraging to see how full the museum gets when the organ is being played. There was music for all tastes and the
organist finished with a rendition of “Sweet Caroline” which got the whole audience joining in with backing vocals and some folk were
happily dancing in the aisles. Oh Oh Oh!

Of course no social outing would be complete without a cuppa so we enjoyed some very nice liquid refreshments with cake and scones in
the Kelvingrove café to round off what was a wonderful, relaxing afternoon.
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Commonweal Awards

The Late Deacon was delighted to attend the
Trades House awards for people involved in the
Commonweal Charities. The range of Glasgow
charities being recognised was extensive and it
was very encouraging to see so many people
giving their time and energy to keep these vital
charities running.



Glasgow School of Art 25 Years of Textiles Exhibition (1)

In October Late Deacon Sheena was given a personal tour of the School of Art Exhibition
which the Craft has generously supported.

Sheena notes...”It was a very interesting and enjoyable morning where I was given an insight
into how the textiles for the exhibition had been created. The exhibition celebrated 25 years
of the students’ work and included such designs as those for the very successful
Commonwealth Games held in Glasgow back in 2014 ™.

“Supporting our textile students is very important to the Craft and we would encourage
anyone with an interest in keeping this support going to please get in touch and join our
Master Court. We would love to have more members involved in this key function of the Craft,
which makes important decisions in terms of where we allocate funds, and to which student
projects we support”.

Garnethill
Multicultural
Ccentre

Glasgow School of Art 25 Years of Textiles Exhibition (2)
Deacon Margaret and Late Deacon Sheena had a very enjoyable evening of listening to
questions and answers relating to how the textile department and work produced at the

GSoA has evolved and developed over the last 25 years.

It was a very enlightening evening and gave the two ladies plenty of ideas for our
forthcoming charitable donations.
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Scholarship Awards

At the end of October Late Deacon Sheena went to the Scholarship
awards evening at Strathclyde University.

Sheena notes...”lt was a very interesting evening with a talk from
the New Principal, Professor Stephen McArthur, followed by a talk
from a student who has been a recipient of a scholarship. It provided
a good insight into the difference the scholarship makes to those
students who, without it, would never have the opportunity to study.
The student spoke very eloquently and although she was not the
student we support with our scholarship she certainly made it clear
how vital the money was to making a difference in a young person’s

life.

The scholarship support is just another way in which our Craft is
helping to make a difference to young people’s lives.

The 144th St Mungo Goose & Turkey Dinner

We had our annual St Mungo Goose & Turkey dinner on Thursday 4th December. It was a thoroughly enjoyable
evening with lots of laughs and jokes aplenty.

There were fine speeches by Deacon Margaret Donald, Ex-Deacon Robert Linton, Late Deacon Sheena Crichton,
Ex-Deacon Dianne Chapman and Collector of the House Beverly Bergman OBE. Our Clerk Tom Monteith read the

minutes from the last Dinner and as always it was packed with good humour which brought plenty of chuckles from
the guests.

£1,560 was raised from those who attended as well as those who donated but were unable to attend on the evening.

Our thanks to everyone who contributed. This money will go towards hampers for those who have had a difficult
year and for whom a bit of cheer will brighten their Christmas.

Dianne even managed to squeeze in a game to celebrate the 144t edition of the Dinner with prizes won by Ex-




Bulb Planting

On a cold, dreich November day Late Deacon Sheena trundled along, suitably clad in wellies and waterproof clothing to help Late Deacon Convener Richard Paterson and his wife Pauline aid
the Friends of Glasgow Royal Infirmary with planting spring bulbs.

The Friends are making a huge difference to an area which had become quite run down. But with the new pear trees, bee hives and bulbs this should become a beautiful area to visit for a few
years to come.
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Deacon's Last Words:
Life is like a toilet roll: the closer it gets to the end, the faster it goes...
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