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H ROUGH OUT the fifteen years in which the proceed­
ings of Glasgow town council are chronicled in the
present volume there were repeated applications to
parliament for extension of the municipal boundary
and the conferring of powers for the administration 

of the police and sanitary affairs of the enlarged city. In
ordinary circumstances the magistrates of a royal burgh were
possessed at common law of sufficient authority for keeping it
in proper condition and order; but in the case of Glasgow.
with its rapid rise in population and commerce and its growing
expenditure, it was obvious that the demand for extended-limits
and an augmented revenue could not be much longer delayed.
The experiment of having an inspector of police to relieve
the magistrates of so much of their duties came to an end
in 1781, when the ex-provost who had been appointed inspector
resigned, and the town council, partly it may be assumed for
financial reasons, thereupon agreed to “ abolish the said office
in all time coming ” (p. 5). Meanwhile dwellings were spreading
beyond the burgh bounds where there was no magisterial juris­
diction, and with the view of securing some degree of supervision
in these districts it was proposed that the provost should be
authorised to exercise the office of bailliary and justiciary over
the whole regality of Glasgow (p. 35). No practical steps, 
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however, seem to have been taken in this direction, and in
the beginning of the year 1783 a more .effective plan was
devised and application was made to parliament for an act
regulating the police of the city and extending the royalty
over the lands of Ramshorn and Meadowflat, which had recently
been laid out for building purposes, and also over the lands
added to the New Green in 1770 (p. 89).

By one of the provisions of this scheme it was proposed
that from 25 to 40 proper and fit persons should be appointed
to watch the streets in the night time, and to prevent the
occurrence of irregularities and disturbances, and towards defraying
the expense of the watchmen, authority was to be asked for the
levying of a tax not exceeding 2^- per cent, on the rents of all
houses, shops and warehouses paying £2 or upwards of yearly
rent. But according to the usual practice in concerns of more
than ordinary importance, the town council were not inclined to
bear the sole responsibility of proceeding with the bill, and
the dean of guild as representing the merchants and the deacon
convener as representing the trades, were instructed to consult
their respective houses, and to obtain their views on the
subject (p. 93). The trades house disapproved of the measure
and about six years elapsed before another resort to legislation
was proposed. In February, 1789, the town council agreed
to petition parliament for leave to bring in a bill “ for regulating
the police of the city, for cleaning and lighting the streets,
and for laying the sides of the streets with pavement for the
convenience of foot passengers ” (p. 288). Meanwhile, and on 



PREFACE, ix

deliberate consideration of the state of the police of the city,
and the “ vast multiplicity of business which falls under the
magistrates department, occasioned by the increase of the
inhabitants of the city,” the magistrates and council had again
appointed an inspector of police1 with the view of relieving
the magistrates of part of their labours and in the expectation
that the exercise of that office would prove beneficial to the
community (p. 275). The new police bill, like its predecessor,
was laid before the merchants house and trades house, and
after being postponed till another session of parliament was
approved by the former and rejected by the latter. It was
likewise discussed at meetings of heritors and burgesses (p. 349),
but the negotiations though renewed in successive sessions of
parliament did not reach a successful issue till the closing year
of the century.

As has been seen, a leading part in opposition to the
police bills was taken by the trades house, who, on these as
well as on some other occasions, assumed an antagonistic
attitude towards the town council. In February, 1785, the
house sent to the lord provost a printed paper entitled “ Heads
of a plan for reforming the present abuses in the government
of the royal burghs of Scotland” (p. 158), and subsequently
a committee appointed by the house called for changes in the
management of the property and revenues of the city. But
this interference was not accepted in good part by the town

1 On account of this second appointment magisterial supervision require some qualifica-
of an inspector the remarks in the Preface to tion.
vol. VII., pp. xi. and xii., on the subject of
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council, who in defending their position declared that they
would use their utmost endeavours to support, in a legal and
constitutional manner, their just rights and privileges against
the “ unwarrantable and unprecedented attack which is at present
making upon them by a majority of the trades house ” (p. 2 19).

It may be proper to mention that the complaints about the
condition of municipal government in Glasgow seem to have been
somewhat of a reflex of the prevailing dissatisfaction with the
general system which was being freely expressed throughout the
country. As the result of inquiries into petitions presented to par­
liament a committee of the House of Commons, in 1793, reported
fully on the constitution of royal burghs, the mode of election of their
magistrates and councils, the levying of taxes, the annual revenues
the disposal of property and the contracting of debts. The com­
mittee made no suggestions in the way of legislation for remedying
grievances, and many years elapsed before any general measure
of burgh reform obtained statutory authority. But the information
collected and preserved in the Report proved useful when the
time came for parliament to decide upon the changes which were
considered desirable in municipal government. As regards
Glasgow the commissioners reported the purport of the charter
by King William and Queen Mary to that burgh in 1690,1
specified the mode of election of the magistrates and council as
prescribed by the sett of the burgh,2 stated the amount collected
for cess or land for ten years prior to Michaelmas, 1789, viz.,
£ 16,473 5s. 4d. made up of >£15,280 as the town’s proportion of

1 Glasg. Chart., ii., p. 236. 2 Gla«g. Rec., iv.. pp. 362-6; vi., pp. 275 81. 
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the tax and £1,193 5s. 4d as expense of collection ; and under the
section dealing with the alienation of property and contracting of
debts reference was made to the application to the convention of
royal burghs in 1691 to sell the lands of Provan.1 For the year
1788 the gross revenue of the burgh was £7,239, the only burgh
having a higher revenue being Edinburgh with £13,355- The
next highest was Perth with a revenue of £3,646.

One of the points of inquiry by the parliamentary committee
was whether taxes had been imposed without the authority of
parliament or a greater sum had been levied in name of cess, stent
or land tax than was paid to government and expended in
collection. Twenty-nine burghs had levied and collected sums
in excess of expenditure, twelve burghs had levied less, making
up their payments to government from other sources, and nine­
teen burghs, including Glasgow, had levied only so much
as was required.

Though Glasgow was thus blameless of levying more than
its share of cess, it could scarcely be said that no other taxes were
raised in the city without the authority of parliament. An assess­
ment had been yearly imposed for behoof of the poor in the town’s
hospital since the year 1767, and for these and other poor people
since 1773.2 In the latter year the sum of £1,305 was assessed
on the inhabitants “according to their wealth, circumstancesand
abilitys.” Gradually increasing in amount, as much as £3,831
required to be raised in 1795. This tax seems to have been levied
without special statutory authority, but its legality was upheld by
the law courts (p. 611).

1 Glasg. Chart., ii., p. 406. 2 Glasg. Rec., vii., pp. 269-65 x.
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Increase of inhabitants and consequent spread of dwellings
were specially founded upon in the applications to parliament for
municipal extension and additional police powers. The population
of the city, which was put at 42,832 in 1780 and had risen to
66,578 in 1791, may be assumed to have exceeded 70,000 in
1795. By the latter date St. Enoch’s Croft, extending some
distance west of Jamaica Street',1 and St. Andrew’s Square on the
east side of the town, had been nearly if not wholly taken up for
the erection of buildings. Ramshorn and Meadowflat, with
the adjoining lands of Deanside and Cribscroft, were also
largely built upon.2 The building areas just referred to belonged
to the community, but individual owners of properties on the
borders of the city were similarly disposing of their lands,
such as those at the Broomielaw within the buro-h and at theo

village of Calton beyond it. On the south side of Clyde,

1 Strictly speaking it is only to the portion
lying east of St. Enoch’s burn that the desig­
nation St. Enoch’s Croft ought to be applied.
The western portion was called Cunnynglaw, but
both divisions having come into the possession
of the same owners, the name of the croft was
given to the whole area. (See Glasg. Rec.,
vol. vii., pp. 657-8.)

2 The plan at the end of the present
volume, compiled by Mr. A. B. M‘Donald,
city engineer, shows how these lands were laid
out in building lots. In some cases, however,
boundaries were change i, so that it must not be
assumed that in every particular the plan cor­
responds with the feus as finally adjusted. The
following note, written on one of the original
plans, explains in an interesting way how in one
instance a discrepancy occurred :—“ 14th January

1818. From the subscriber having failed in
setting off the line of Nile Street exactly parallel
to Buchanan Street, in consequence of the track
being obstructed by the former trees and thick
hedges, which made the operation very difficult,
the position of Nile Street as executed is some­
what more to the westward than that which it
occupies on the plan ; and the effect of the
deviation is to throw into the lands of Meadow­
flat 73{ square yards over and above the quantity
awarded to the lord provost, magistrates and
council of Glasgow, as representing the com­
munity of that city, by the arbiter in the late
excambion with Archibald Campbell, esquire,
of Blythswood, to both of which parties the
subscriber has formerly reported the above
described error.—(Signed) William Kyle.”
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stretching outwards from the few dwellings of Brigend, a village
perhaps as ancient as Glasgow itself, lay the lands of the
barony of Gorbals, purchased by the City of Glasgow, Hutchesons’
Hospital and the Trades incorporations as a joint speculation
in 1650. Hitherto the land had been let for agricultural
purposes and the coal had to some extent been worked by
tacksmen, but as a demand for building areas was now anticipated,
it was considered that feuing would be more advantageously
carried out, if instead of joint management each of the respective
bodies were free to act for their own interest. A division
of the surface was accordingly effected, Hutchesons’ Hospital
getting along with other lands what soon became known as
the district of Hutchesontown, and to the Trades House, on
behalf of the several incorporations of which it was composed,
being assigned the north-western portion of the barony known
as Tradeston. As part of its share the city retained the
feudal superiority of the barony and the civil and criminal
jurisdiction which the magistrates and council had all alono-
exercised through the bailies appointed by them. . Following
upon the division of the lands and the laying out of building
lots which were speedily bought up, the village branched out
with new streets in all available directions, and in a few years
it became necessary to obtain, by special acts of parliament,
supplementary powers for the due regulation of the police and
other common concerns of the growing community. On the
passing of the Glasgow municipal extension act of 1846, the area
within which the Gorbals police acts were operative became part 
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of the city of Glasgow, but the whole of the outlying lands
of the barony were not annexed till the year 1878.

In the scheme for the formation of Hutchesontown a
bridge over the river Clyde connecting the new district with
the city was an essential feature. Voluntary contributions by
Hutchesons’ Hospital and other proprietors interested met
the estimated expense so far, and the town council readily
undertook the completion of the work under the authority of
an act of parliament which enabled them to borrow money
for the purpose, on the security of the tolls and pontages
exigible for passing over the new bridge as well as the two
already existing (p. 684). A contract was duly entered into
for the construction of a bridge suitable for general traffic, and
the work was nearly finished when “ during a very extraordinary
high flood on the river,” upon 18th November, 1795’ the
structure was swept away (p. 621). In consequence of this
calamity more than thirty years elapsed before efficient
communication between the north and south sides of the
river was established at this point, though in the interval
the convenience of the inhabitants was to some extent met
by the maintenance of a bridge for foot passengers.

Previous to this time Saltmarket Street, starting at the
market cross, did not come further south than the corner of
Bridgegate. At first known by the name of Walkergait,
probably on account of its leading to a waulk or fulling mill
in the vicinity, previous to the existence of the better known
waulk mill on the River Kelvin which was erected in 1507, 
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the street may have originally led in a straight line to the
mill, but in the direction of the old bridge on the River Clyde
the roadway turned off abruptly to the right, apparently to
avoid the often flooded stream which carried the combined
waters of the Molendinar and Camlachie burns. In the old
records frequent reference is made to the South Port or Barresyet
at the foot of Walkergait. The name Barresyet is suggestive of
the barres or enclosures for combats or tournaments, though
it is not unlikely that in this case “ barres ” was merely
descriptive of the gate which crossed the street at the South
port. On the other side of the stream, and lying between it
and the River Clyde, were twelve acres of land called in the
Bishop’s rental book of 1527 Lynnynges Hawch and in
later documents Linningshaugh, a name probably derived from
“ lyn ” or “linn,” a pool, of which from its level position
and liability to flooding there must have been not a few in
that locality. Linningshaugh was one of the earliest purchases
for the New Green which the magistrates and council began
to form in 1662, and about the same time they set about
reacquiring adjoining lands which are believed to have been
among the original possessions of the burgh, but which were
sold by the town council in 1588-9 “for releveing of their
necessitie.” Since its acquisition by the town, Linningshaugh
had formed part of the New Green, but by the act of
parliament authorising the construction of Hutchesontown bridge,
provision was made for the prolongation of Saltmarket Street
and the dedication of part of the Green to that purpose 
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as well as for the sale of building around on each side ofo o

the extended thoroughfare.
In addition to these stripes of Linningshaugh which the

town council were authorised to sell, they were also
empowered to dispose of that fringe of the Green which
was eventually occupied by the buildings in Monteith Row.
In June, 1792, the lord provost informed the town council that
proposals by different people had been made for purchasing the
upper part of Calton Green for building ground, and that many
people were of opinion that a row of houses there, fronting the
river Clyde and built according to an elegant plan and elevation,
would be a great ornament to the city and to the Green. Keeping­
in view that by the purchase of Provosthaugh about this time the
area of the Green was considerably enlarged, and that by the sale
of building- lots there was the prospect of a large gain to the
town’s revenues, the scheme met with the approbation of the
town council, and the lord provost was authorised to employ an
architect of eminence in his profession to lay out the ground
and prepare suitable plans and elevations. But, notwithstanding
the apparently advanced state of these preparations, nearly twenty
years elapsed before the projected buildings were begun. The
lands added to the Green, and consisting of about 30 imperial
acres, seem to have acquired their name of Provosthaugh on
account of having been rentalled by a provost of Glasgow in
the beginning of the 16th century. This purchase, the last
substantial acquisition for Glasgow Green, combined with a
slightly larger purchase in 1770, nearly doubled its area. The 



PREFACE. xvii

advantages of these possessions were fully appreciated by the
community, and the magistrates were instructed to obtain a plan
of the whole Green, with designs for such improvements and
alterations on the walks and planting as might make it more
commodious “and at the same time more beautiful” (p. 463).
A committee was subsequently appointed to superintend the
different alterations and improvements, including the building
of a golf house (p. 488). A site was also assigned to the
Humane Society for mooring a boat and for the erection of a
building suitable for their laudable purposes (pp. 604, 606).

The lead pipes laid in the Green for conveying water from
the river Clyde to the town’s washing-house having become
unfit for their purpose, the laying of new pipes was authorised
in 1785. A proposal for the erection of an additional building
in 1789 was remitted to a committee for consideration, but as the
tacksman was applying for an abatement of rent two months
afterwards, it is probable that no extension took place at that
time. Two years later another tacksman got into difficulties
in his management. It was reported that he had converted the
two rooms which were intended for his residence into tap-rooms
for the sale of liquors, to which a great number of idle and
disorderly persons resorted, whereby the purposes for which the
rooms were appropriated were perverted, and the women resorting
to the washing-house were “debauched and led into the tempta­
tion of embezzling the cloaths and materials intrusted to them, in
procuring of liquor, to the great detriment of the inhabitants.”
The town council at once took steps to restore the place to its

b
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proper condition, and the tap-room was prohibited by order of the
magistrates, confirmed by the court of session (p. 426).

Before military barracks were established in the city the
only way of providing accommodation for soldiers, whether
stationed there or resting on the march, was by billeting them
on the inhabitants in a classified order, vintners or innkeepers
being first quartered upon, while others, such as ministers,
schoolmasters, unmarried women and widows were exempt.
New regulations for billeting were adopted in 1787, and these
were amended in the following year in order to render the burden
on the inhabitants more equal and the management more simple
and easy. But the inner house of the court of session, rescinding
a decision of Lord Braxfield, pronounced the new plan illegal,
and accordingly the town council directed that the soldiers quar­
tered in the city should be billeted “in the same manner as
they were of old.” 1 Constant irritation, loss and inconvenience
were evidently experienced in the working of the billeting system,
and when, in 1792, the commander in chief of the forces in Scot­
land proposed that application should be made to government for
building barracks for the soldiers the town council and community
readily adopted the suggestion, believing that the opportunity
would thus be afforded of obtaining relief from a long endured
grievance. Preliminaries were satisfactorily arranged and it was
agreed that barracks should be forthwith erected. The site
chosen was a piece of ground situated on the north side of
Gallowgate and known as the Butts, the place set apart for the 

1 See pp. 222, 233, 268, 290, 380.
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practice of archery in ancient times. Government agreed to
bear the expense of erecting the requisite buildings, on the town
providing the site, but as it turned out that more space was
required than had been originally intended, the cost of additional
ground was likewise borne by the nation. After the barracks
were ready for occupation, billeting, not entirely discontinued,
was confined to the providing of accommodation for recruiting
parties, dragoons and other soldiers who could not be lodged
at head quarters.1

About seven years before the movement for the establishment
of soldiers’ barracks was started, the protracted law plea between
the town and the college regarding the pottery buildings known
as the Pighouses had been decided by the court of session ordering
the removal of the buildings. Negotiations between the town
council and the professors had been going on in the interval and
these resulted in the former acquiring the disputed Pighouse
property and several acres of adjoining ground, including the
Butts, out of which they were enabled to supply a site for the
barracks. In exchange for these fields the town transferred to
the college property on the west side of High Street part of
which had been occupied as a meal market since 1635.2 The
college authorities were already possessed of properties in this
locality, their ownership being still commemorated by the name
of College Street which was formed alongside if it did not pass

1 Cleland’s Annals (1S29), p. 420.
2 See Glasgow Protocols, No. 1720 ; also

Glasgow Memorials, p. 169. For the position
of this and surrounding properties, including the

place of the Grey friars, see Sketch plan in Scot
tish Historical Review, vol. iii., p. 1S3; repro
duced in Glasgow Memorials, p. 203.
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through the site of the meal market. In 1794 part of the building
ground on the west side of the High Street was utilised for the
erection of a large tenement, in connection with which the
principal and professors obtained from the town council liberty
to form cellars under the street pavement and causeway, though
some of the inhabitants were opposed to the concession.1

It appears from an interesting report obtained in 1782 (p. 64)
that at that time the correction house established in 1635 was
not in a very efficient condition. Three years after the date of
this report the magistrates and council, taking into consideration
the great number of vagrants apprehended within the city, and
the many persons convicted of petty thefts and other crimes,
the proper and legal punishment of which was confinement in
a house of correction, but that it had hitherto been impracticable
to put the law in execution “for want of a proper place of
confinement,” resolved that cells at the town’s hospital should
in future be used as a legal house of correction (pp. 172-3).
In 1788 a committee which had been appointed to consider a
mode of providing employment for idle and disorderly persons
reported in favour of part of the granaries at the meal market
being fitted up as a workhouse for the purpose (pp. 248, 267).
These proposals were carried into effect and the premises were
fitted up as a Bridewell, an institution which, in the words of
a council minute written seven years later, had been “attended
with the most beneficial consequences to the peace and good
order of the city.” Accordingly when the time came for trans­

1 See pp. 560, 562, 574, 603.
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ferring the building to the college it was resolved that a new
bridewell should be erected, and till it should be ready for
occupation it was arranged that the existing bridewell should
be held by the town on lease from the college. At first it was
intended that the new bridewell should occupy part of the ground
at the Butts, but as the government desired to appropriate all
the available space for barracks it was arranged that the bridewell
should be erected at the garden of the old correction house in
Drygate (p. 585). Adjoining ground was purchased, and on the
enlarged site a commodious bridewell, forerunner of Duke Street
prison, was in due time established.

Many of the houses on the south side of Drygate consisted
originally of manses of the prebendaries connected with the
cathedral, and their gardens, like that of the correction house,
usually extended to the Molendinar burn, beyond the line of the
present Duke Street. Accordingly when that street was formed,
the gardens were cut in two. The proposal for a new access from
the east was taking definite shape in November, 1790, when
a “ number of respectable citizens ” represented to the town
council that it had for several years been under the consideration
of different magistrates to open a street and make a communi­
cation from the Carntyne Road to the High Street and from
thence to the new buildings in the Ramshorn grounds. The
opening of the street had been one of the objects of a police
bill which had been dropped, but an opportunity was afforded
of obtaining parliamentary authority by having the necessary
clauses inserted in a bill which was being promoted relative to
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the Shotts and Airdrie roads (p. 385). This course was suc­
cessfully followed, an act of parliament containing the requisite
sanction was passed in 1791, within a couple of years from
that date most of the property required for the street had been
purchased (pp. 687-9). an<^ it sa^ that the street itself was
opened in 1794. Three years previous to this, and before its
construction, the new thoroughfare was referred to as the new
street from the Carntyne Road to Duke Street. It is understood
that the name was derived from the “lodging” in Drygate
which, previous to 1752, belonged to successive Dukes of
Montrose. After passing through the garden of this mansion
the street crossed the HisT Street, and at first bore the same
name as far west as Montrose Street. A change was made in
1794 when by a minute of the town council the “new street,
from where it joins the Carntyne Road till it joins George’s
Square, was appointed to be called George Street in all time
coming.” Two months later, however, that resolution was
rescinded and the present arrangement was introduced whereby
that part of the street which extends from George Square to
High Street is called George Street, and the part east of High
Street is called Duke Street (p. 575).

A change was also made in the name of “ Bellswynd ”
which, on the petition of a “ great number of the respectable
proprietors of the street,” was altered to Bells Street, and the
latter name was appointed to be painted at the corner of the
street “when the names of the other streets in the city are
painted at their corners, in terms of a former act of council ”
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(p. 575)- By the act here referred to, which was passed on
i 2th May, 1794, the town council recommended the lord provost
and magistrates to get the names of all the streets, wynds, lanes
and passages within the city “ painted in legible letters on houses
or buildings at the ends of them ” (p. 550). Street nomenclature
was evidently receiving special attention about this time, and
before the end of the year other alterations were effected. A street
which had been partly called Inkle Street, from its contiguity
to the Inkle manufactory, and partly Montrose Street, was in
future to bear the latter name from the weigh-house till it joined
Rottenrow Street at the top of the hill; the street from Inkle
Street westward, part of which was called Cotton Street and
part St. Davids Street was to be named Cochran Street1 “ in
honour of a late worthy chief magistrate of this city,” and the
short streets from Ingram Street to George Square called Glass­
ford Street and Pitt Street, respectively, were to take the names
of the corresponding streets (Frederick Street and Hanover
Street) on the opposite side of the square (p. 580).

It was part of the duty of the “intendant” or inspector of
police to see to the proper cleaning of the streets and side
pavements, and he was empowered to employ scavengers, horses,
carts, and other appliances for that purpose (p. 281). A contract
between the magistrates and council and William Alexander, in
Laigh Fossil, for cleaning the streets, for the year 1785-6, has
been preserved. The contractor undertook to sweep and clean

1 In the plan at the end of the present between John Street and Montrose Street is
volume the portion of the present George Street called Cochrane Street.
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the whole streets, wynds, lanes and side pavements, regularly,
properly and sufficiently, and to keep the same neat and clean.
His remuneration was to be ^33 in cash and to be allowed to
apply the sweepings to his own use (p. 640).

Lighting of the street lamps was also to be under the
supervision of the inspector of police, who was desired to see
that the contractors for lighting work should perform their parts
of the contracts, that the lamps should be placed in proper
situations on the streets, and that persons breaking or otherwise
destroying them should be fined and punished in terms of law
(p. 281). By contract entered into, in 1789, between the magis­
trates and council and two contractors, the latter undertook to
put up, clean and light the whole lamps which were in use to
be lighted in the streets, wynds and lanes, and on the two bridges,
five lamps at the exchange and one at the post office, being
369 in all, the lamps to be lighted with the very best whale
oil, and each to have two good and sufficient wicks. Any additional
lamps which might be required were to be similarly attended
to. The periods for keeping the lamps burning varied with the
light received from the moon; all the lamps being lighted for
longer or shorter hours “for 23 nights during the dark of each
moon,” except those at the exchange and post office which were
to be lighted every night. The magistrates and council were
to pay 15s. for cleansing, lighting and upholding each lamp,
except those at the exchange and post office, for which the
contractors were to receive 25s. each (pp. 660-1).

In January, 1781, several merchants memorialised the town
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(From Photograph by A. IK P. Bell, 25th June, 1910).
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North View of Old Sugar Exchange and adjoining Buildings.

(From Photograph by A. IF. R. Bell, 25th 191°).
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council “ respecting the building a coffee house, a brokers’
office and a sample room at the back of the exchange,” and a
committee was appointed to consider the proposals (p. 3). As
an outcome of the negotiations the well known Glasgow Tontine
Society was formed, a coffee room supplied with newspapers
and periodicals and adapted for the transaction of business was
established, adjoining apartments were fitted up as a commodious
hotel and a sample room was erected. As part of their under­
taking' the society took over the assembly rooms, built about the
year 17581, along with the tavern and several warehouses, shops,
and houses, which had been built or purchased by the town2.
Maintained for many years and embracing one of the city’s most
notable places of resort, but latterly superseded in their original
purposes by changes in the modes of transacting business and
other altered conditions, the tontine buildings were about the
year 1861 purchased for improvement purposes by a body of
gentlemen who transferred them to the Glasgow Improvements
Trustees in 1867. In connection with a reconstruction scheme
which has been accelerated and its scope extended by the fire
which occurred on 4th September, 1911, the building originally
used as a sample room had to be removed, and the opportunity
was taken of obtaining photographic views of the building while
its demolition was in progress. Three of these views are re­
produced in the present volume.

The reconstruction just referred to involves the removal of
a building adjoining the tolbooth steeple and entering by the

1 Glasg. Rec., vi., p. 525. 2 lb. viii., pp. 22-27, 1x0-2, 141-3, 14S. 
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pend No. 7 High Street, in the back wall and fourth storey of
which there is placed a stone carved with the royal arms of
Scotland.1 The arms so shown belong to the period before the
union of the crowns, and the stone must have been first placed in
a building older than the tolbooth erected in 1626. The building
now carrying the stone was erected by the town on the site of an
older building which was taken down in 1771. Where the stone
was previously there is no direct evidence to show, but taking
into consideration that the carving was appropriate to a public
building such as a tolbooth, and that the new tolbooth of 1626
was supplied with a stone carved with the royal arms in post­
union form,2 the conjecture may be hazarded that the stone
carved with the pre-union arms stood originally in one of the
walls of the old tolbooth which was replaced by that of 1626.
The carved stone which was placed in the front wall of the
later tolbooth, and which at the date of Mr. A. D. Robertson’s
drawings was lying in the College Green, must have been
removed from that spot long ago and its present resting place
is not known. Perhaps with some little publicity the stone
may yet be traced and if found it is worthy of being preserved
as an interesting relic.

In last volume the preliminary negotiations for the estab­
lishment of St. Enoch’s church are noticed. The proposal for

1 The editor is indebted to Mr. William procuring information regarding them.
Young, R.S.W., not only for calling his 2 Agreement dated 26 May, 1677. Glasg.
attention to this stone and for obtaining the . Rec., iii., p. 237.
photograph which Mr. George G. Napier has a See accompanying illustrations of the
kindly lent for reproduction, but also for stones here referred to.
assistance in selecting other illustrations and
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raising the money for building the church by voluntary contri­
bution had been abandoned, and it was arranged that the common
good should bear the cost. Under a decree pronounced by the
lords of council and session in 1765, the magistrates and council
were declared to have the sole right of presenting ministers to all
the churches built within the city, and proceeding on these lines it
was agreed that the new church should be an established church.
and that proper application should be made to “ get all the
churches in the city, not properly erected, put upon the legal
establishment ” (p. 28). Application to the lords of council and
session was made accordingly (pp. 50-52), and on 17th July, 1782,
the court found and declared that an eighth church should be
planted and erected within the city, to be called in time coming
St. Enoch’s Church of Glasgow, that a minister be settled for
serving the cure at the church and that the magistrates and
council, as representing the community, should have the sole and
undoubted right of patronage and of presenting ministers to the
church, with power of setting and disposing- of the seats and of
appointing readers and precentors, but with the burden and
condition that the community should bear all expenses, including
stipends, salaries, and communion elements (p. 701).

On the occurrence of a vacancy in the Tron Church occasioned
by the death of the former minister in 1782, a committee was
appointed to consider the state of the church and to obtain from
the town’s lawyer in Edinburgh an opinion as to whether it could be
competently abolished (p. 55). Counsel’s opinion is not recorded
but it seems to have been in favour of continuing the church as 
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another minister was appointed in due course. Eleven years later,
by which time the building had been used as a presbyterian
church for about two hundred years, it was reported to have got
into such disrepair as to be unfit for the purpose of public
worship, and the town council were of opinion that it ought to be
taken down and a new one built either on the old site or on
another piece of ground within the royalty (p. 503). Such were
the views of the town council, as stated in their minute of 28th
January, 1793, and the steps they contemplated taking were unex­
pectedly hastened in consequence of the old building being “ totally
burned by accidental fire”1 on the 15th of the following month (p.
509). Rebuilding of the church either on the old or a new site was
now imperative, and full powers on the subject were embodied in
the act of parliament obtained in 1 793 (p. 683). Special authority
was griven to treat with the owners of the bowling green in
Candlerigors Street for the erection of the church there, but event-
ually it was re-erected on the former site (p. 544). After the church
had been completed the town council, in 1795, agreed to build
an adjacent room in which to hold the meetings of the general
kirk session of Glasgow (p. 602).

Under an arrangement among the parties interested the
original parish of Glasgow was, in the end of the 16th century,
divided into a landward or barony district and an urban or city

1 By this fire much damage was done to the
presbytery records, which were kept in the
session house, the first volume having been
totally destroyed and other thirteen volumes
more or less injured. Strange to say, nine of
the volumes, embracing the period from 1581 to

1682, and including the destroyed volume, had
been out of the presbytery’s possession from the
Revolution in 1688 till December, 1791, when
they were safely returned (p. 445), but only to
undergo, within little more than a year, the
fateful ordeal that was in store for them.
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district, and these divisions, though never receiving any re­
cognition more formal than resolutions of the town council, kirk
sessions or presbytery, were regarded and treated as separate
ecclesiastical parishes. The urban division, with which the town
council were mainly concerned, did not at first go beyond
the limits of the original burgh, though latterly the boundary
line was slightly extended. As the population increased and
more churches were built and more ministers were appointed, sub­
division became necessary, and a specified district was assigned
to each minister. A division of the town into “six paroches ”
was effected in 1701, at which time there were 9994 “examinable
persons” apportioned to the respective “paroches.”1 A re­
division was made in 1765, to provide for the changes occa­
sioned by the opening of the Wynd church, 2 and now that St.
Enoch’s had been established as the eighth church, a scheme
of division of the city into eight distinct parishes, allotting a
certain proportion of the inhabitants to each, was adopted by
the town council and a majority of the ministers (p. 58). In this
arrangement it is noticeable that though St. Enoch’s parish stops
at the extremity of the royalty, thus including Broomielaw on
the south side of Anderson Road (now Argyle Street), and
leaving out the village of Grahamston on the north side of that
road, the North-west or Ramshorn parish embraced the lands
of Ramshorn and Meadowflat, over which the royalty had not
yet been extended. The obvious explanation is that Ramshorn
and Meadowflat did, and Grahamston did not belong to the

1 Glasg. Rec., vol. iv., pp. 327-8. 2 Glasg. Rec., vol. vii., p. 207.
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community, but still the point is interesting as showing that in
dealing with the citv churches at that time, the town council did
not hold themselves as restrained by the bounds of the royalty.

Church services for the landward parishioners had hitherto
been conducted in the crypt of the cathedral, but on 9th March,
1791, the heritors represented to the town council that the place
was “so dark and inconvenient that it was in agitation to have
it repaired or a new church built; ” and it was suggested that
the Outer High Church should be assigned for the purpose.
Subsequently, the choir of the cathedral was proposed to be
taken by the barony heritors as their church, but neither of these
plans was acceptable to the town council, and eventually the new
barony church was erected on the site of the old prebendal
manse of the parson of Glasgow, situated a short distance from
the south-west corner of the cathedral.

Most of those burgesses who were not willing to serve ono o

the town council were probably deterred by the heavy fine from
carrying their reluctance to the extremity of absolute refusal,
but still the exaction of the fine appears not unfrequently on
record. Robert Dunmore, who was fined in ^40 for refusing
to accept the office of youngest bailie, to which he was chosen
in October, 1786, protested against the procedure and even
brought his case under the review of the court of session. The
litigation on this subject lasted for more than two years, and
was at last settled by each party agreeing to pay their own ex­
penses, and Dunmore consenting to pay ^40 for the use of the
Grammar School (p. 288). On the eve of the annual municipal 
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election in 1788, a councillor renounced his office, enclosing with
his letter of intimation, a ‘‘twenty pound bank note” to pay his
fine. Resignation of office after acceptance was not provided for
in the regulations of 1748. under which fines for non-acceptance
were imposed,1 and the offer of the councillor was reserved for
consideration and afterwards accepted (p. 265). Cunningham
Corbet, a member of the town council, who on 6th October, 1789,
tendered his resignation and fine of £20 had a different experience.
The magistrates and council were of opinion that he could not be
fined as a non-accepting councillor seeing he had already accepted
and had served in office, and his money was returned. But the
motives of the parties in this transaction may be guessed from the
sequel. On the same day, Corbet was chosen a bailie and he
having refused to accept office was fined in Z40, the double of the
penalty exigible from a councillor (p. 322-3).

Though the admission of distinguished visitors as honorarv
burgesses of the city had long been a familiar custom in Glasgow
as in other burghs, it was not the practice to record their names
in the council register till about the year 1778. The description
given by Bishop Pococke, from Ireland, of what was done on
his admission as an honorary burgess, on 21st October, 1747,
indicates how little ceremony or formality was observed on such
occasions. “I was,” says the Bishop, “made a freeman of
Glasgow, the Lord Provost presenting me with it, and then
putting it in my hat; we drank some healths, and I wore it
through the town, to the place where I dined with the Professors.”2

1 Glasg Rec., vol. vi., p. 279. History Society), pp. 5, 6.
2 Pococke’s Tours in Scotland (Scottish
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In the long list of honorary burgesses contained in the present
volume 1 will be found the names of many men eminent in their
day, including a few on whose enduring fame the passing years
have had little effect. Honorary burgesses usually obtained that
distinction when they were within the city, though there were
exceptions to the rule. It was apparently in connection with his
visit to Glasgow for installation as Lord Rector of the University
that the opportunity was taken of enrolling Edmund Burke as an
honorary burgess in May 1784. Besides these more important
admissions to the burgess-ship the freedom was sometimes con­
ferred in reward for rendering local service, as in the case
of John Bennet, overseer of works on the river Clyde, whose
admission dues as a burgess and guild brother were remitted “ in
respect of his long and faithful services to the community in
improving the navigation of the river” (p. 201). The city
ministers also were usually enrolled as burgesses without the
exaction of dues.

Seals of cause, as a convenient method of conferring upon
companies and societies the privileges of a body corporate and
politic, continued to be applied for and granted. In this way
the Running Stationers or Cadies were incorporated in 1789,
the Society for managing the Sunday Schools in Glasgow, in
1790; the Glasgow Society of the Sons of Ministers of the
Church of Scotland, and the Governors of Archibald Miller’s
Charity in Glasgow, in 1791 ; ^lc Directors of Stirlings Publick
Library in Glasgow, the Glasgow 'routine Society, the Linen

> See Index, under “ Jiiirgewu.” '1 he name;. of those mliniiled are abo indexed.
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Printers’ Society, and the original and annual contributors
to a scheme for raising a fund for a provision to the widows and
children of the members of the Faculty of Physicians and
Surgeons in Glasgow, all in 1792 ; and the North Parish Washing
Green Society, in 1794. On 17th April, 1793, the magistrates
and council took the unusual course of cancelling a seal of cause
which had been granted to the incorporation of Porters in 1748.
The common seal of the burgh, by the affixing of which to
extracted Acts of the Town Council, gave to such documents
their technical designation, was changed in 1790 (p. 384).

Allusions to national affairs are not numerous, but when they
do occur are of considerable interest. On the occasion of the
first serious illness of the King, in 1788, causing parliament to
take steps for the establishment of a regency, one party led by
Fox contended that the Prince of Wales could claim the position,
while Pitt and a majority of the Commons, held that the selection
rested with parliament. The King’s opportune recovery obviated
further procedure at that time, but the magistrates and council
took occasion to pass a vote of thanks “ to the right honourable
Mr. Pitt, and the 267 members of the honourable house.
of commons, who on 16th December, 1788, supported the
constitution of Great Britain, by asserting the right inherent
in the two houses of parliament to supply the deficiency of the
executive government, which has happened by the unfortunate
indisposition of the King” (page 283). Three months later the
town council presented a loyal address to the King, expressing
their gratitude for the re-establishment of his Majesty’s health,

c



xxxiv PREFACE.

and their congratulations for the flourishing state of his dominions,
by the great extension of commerce since the blessings of peace
were restored (page 292). The prospects of a continuance of
peace were not of long duration, and in consequence of threatened
war with Spain, the town council, in May 1790, are found offering
a bounty to seamen for manning the British fleet, then
being fitted out in preparation for the outbreak of
hostilities (p. 356). But a treaty of peace was arranged,
and the next address by the town council to the king is one
of congratulation that the anticipation this country lately had of
beinof involved in the calamities of war was at an end, and the
expression of their trust that “ the proper and spirited measures of
his Majesty, aided by the efforts of a free and loyal people, as
eager in asserting and defending their own rights as cautious of
invading those of others,” would be sufficient to prevent the
ambition or jealousy of any of the neighbouring powers from again
disturbing the tranquility of his dominions (p. 388). Unhappily,
those peaceful aspirations were not realised. The French
Revolution was already running its fateful course, France declared
war against Great Britain in 1793 and more than twenty
years of European conflict was passed through before the
country got out of the dreary turmoil. In an address to the King
at the crisis of 1793, the magistrates and council avow their
approval of the vigorous measures which had been adopted for
the preservation of internal quiet and good order and the defence of
the kingdom against the “unjust attempt of France to disseminate
her destructive principles, and to aggrandize herself on the ruin of 
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every established and well-regulated government in Europe”
(p. 506). Intimation having been given of an offer to the King
for raising a regiment of foot soldiers, the town council, in August,
1794, approved of the application, and resolved to use their utmost
exertions in obtaining recruits, and it was desired that the corps
should be called the Royal Glasgow Regiment, the name which
had been bestowed on the bodv of soldiers raised for service
during last war (pp. 560-1). The regiment seems to have been
duly formed, and, on 16th October, the town council agreed to
present a stand of colours to the “Royal Glasgow Volunteers,”
appointing them to be delivered to the corps by the lord provost
as chief magistrate of the city and depute lieutenant of the county
of Lanark (p. 569). Shortly afterwards the colonel and major of
the “ Royal Glasgow Regiment of Foot ” were admitted honorary
burgesses and guild brethren of the city, In the month of
December the sum of one hundred guineas was contributed from
the town’s funds towards payment of the extraordinary expenses
of the regiment.

Other addresses were presented to King George—in 1784, on
the “ present critical condition of affairs”; in 1786, on “his late
providential escape from an attack made on his sacred person ” by
an insane woman; in 1792, “ expressive of gratitude for his late
gracious proclamation for the suppression of seditious writings,”
and for his determination to preserve our excellent constitution,
“ that ancient bulwark of freedom, sound from the attacks of
designing and deluded men”; in April, 1795, with congratula­
tions on the marriage of the Prince of Wales to the Princess
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Caroline of Brunswick;1 and in November of the same year
“to congratulate him upon his escape from the wicked and
traitorous attack which was made upon his life and person by
the mob of London, on his way to the House of Peers to open
the present session of parliament.”

Considerable interest was taken by royal burghs in the
renewal of a bankrupt law which was about to expire in 1782,
and the subject having been brought under the consideration of
Glasgow town council, they approved of the line which the burghs
in general had adopted, and promised their strongest support and
assistance in carrying through both houses of parliament such an
improved statute as should correspond with the wishes of the
mercantile interest of Scotland. Thanks were offered to the
lord provost of Edinburgh, Sir William Forbes, and others, for
their efforts to procure an improved statute for regulating the
affairs of insolvent debtors and abolishing unjust preferences, and
it was arranged that an appeal should be made to the great
trading towns in England for their assistance in obtaining the
desired change in the laws. The town council likewise voted the
freedom of the city to Sir William Forbes “as a mark of the high
sense they entertain of his public services in the business of
the bankrupt law.” Though not expressly stated, it was perhaps
in connection with the bankrupt bill that, at the same time, the
freedom was voted to a prominent member of parliament, Sir
Gray Cooper, a Scottish baronet, but representing an English
constituency, “for his particular attention at all times to the affairs
of this city” (p. 31).

1 A congratulatory address was also forwarded to the Prince of Wales.
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Another public affair which, occupied much of the town
council’s attention was the legislation connected with the im-o

portation and exportation of corn and usually referred to under
the brief but comprehensive designation of the corn laws. In
these discussions on a subject which so vitally affected the welfare
of the people, the town council had the advantage of conferring
with the Glasgow chamber of commerce and manufactures, a
society which had been instituted by the local merchants and
manufacturers for the protection and encouragement of trade.1
Scarcity of grain was the almost invariable result of unpro­
ductive seasons in the home country, and, but for the careful
foresight and philanthropic supervision of those in authority,
the poor would often have been involved in overwhelming
disaster. On the occasion of a failure of crops and consequent
high prices of provisions in the year 1782-3 money was obtained by
subscriptions from the able inhabitants and societies, the common
good also contributing, and meal and grain were purchased for
the relief of the necessitous.2 In consequence .of the humane
and sympathetic treatment extended by the city rulers towards
their less fortunate brethren on this and similar occasions,
periods of hardship were generally endured in a peaceful
manner, but in the summer of 1787 an agitation by the weavers
for increase of wages resulted in riotous conduct which could only
be quelled by the aid of the military detachment then quartered
in the town (pp. 237, 248).

1 On 7th November, 1782, the town council
subscribed £21 to the “ chamber of commerce
and manufactures, now meant to be instituted
at Glasgow,” so that the lord provost might

always be a member, on the city paying £1 is.
yearly (pp. 70, 71).

a Pp. 80, 84, 85, 90, 95, 116.
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another minister was appointed in due course. Eleven years later,
by which time the building had been used as a presbyterian
church for about two hundred years, it was reported to have got
into such disrepair as to be unfit for the purpose of public
worship, and the town council were of opinion that it ought to be
taken down and a new one built either on the old site or on
another piece of ground within the royalty (p. 503). Such were
the views of the town council, as stated in their minute of 28th
January, 1793, an<^ the steps they contemplated taking were unex­
pectedly hastened in consequence of the old building being “ totally
burned by accidental fire”1 on the 15th of the following month (p.
509). Rebuilding of the church either on the old or a new site was
now imperative, and full powers on the subject were embodied in
the act of parliament obtained in 1 793 (p. 683). Special authority
was given to treat with the owners of the bowling green in
Candleriggs Street for the erection of the church there, but event-
ually it was re-erected on the former site (p. 544). After the church
had been completed the town council, in 1795, agreed to build
an adjacent room in which to hold the meetings of the general
kirk session of Glasgow (p. 602).

Under an arrangement among the parties interested the
original parish of Glasgow was, in the end of the 16th century,
divided into a landward or barony district and an urban or city

1 By this fire much damage was done to the
presbytery records, which were kept in the
session house, the first volume having been
totally destroyed and other thirteen volumes
more or less injured. Strange to say, nine of
the volumes, embracing the period from 1581 to

1682, and including the destroyed volume, had
been out of the presbytery’s possession from the
Revolution in 1688 till December, 1791, when
they were safely returned (p. 445), but only to
undergo, within little more than a year, the
fateful ordeal that was in store for them.
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district, and these divisions, though never receiving any re­
cognition more formal than resolutions of the town council, kirk
sessions or presbytery, were regarded and treated as separate
ecclesiastical parishes. The urban division, with which the town
council were mainly concerned, did not at first go beyond
the limits of the original burgh, though latterly the boundary
line was slightly extended. As the population increased and
more churches were built and more ministers were appointed, sub­
division became necessary, and a specified district was assigned
to each minister. A division of the town into “six paroches ”
was effected in 1701, at which time there were 9994 “examinable
persons” apportioned to the respective “paroches.”1 A re­
division was made in 1765, to provide for the changes occa­
sioned by the opening of the Wynd church, 2 and now that St.
Enoch’s had been established as the eighth church, a scheme
of division of the city into eight distinct parishes, allotting a
certain proportion of the inhabitants to each, was adopted by
the town council and a majority of the ministers (p. 58). In this
arrangement it is noticeable that though St. Enoch’s parish stops
at the extremity of the royalty, thus including Broomielaw on
the south side of Anderson Road (now Argyle Street), and
leaving- out the village of Grahamston on the north side of that
road, the North-west or Ramshorn parish embraced the lands
of Ramshorn and Meadowflat, over which the royalty had not
yet been extended. The obvious explanation is that Ramshorn
and Meadowflat did, and Grahamston did not belong to the

1 Glasg. Rec., vol. iv., pp. 327-S. 2 Glasg. Rec., vol. vii., p. 207.
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community, but still the point is interesting as showing that in
dealing with the citv churches at that time, the town council did
not hold themselves as restrained by the bounds of the royalty.

Church services for the landward parishioners had hitherto
been conducted in the crypt of the cathedral, but on 9th March,
1791, the heritors represented to the town council that the place
was ‘‘so dark and inconvenient that it was in agitation to have
it repaired or a new church built; ” and it was suggested that
the Outer High Church should be assigned for the purpose.
Subsequently, the choir of the cathedral was proposed to be
taken by the barony heritors as their church, but neither of these
plans was acceptable to the town council, and eventually the new
barony church was erected on the site of the old prebendal
manse of the parson of Glasgow, situated a short distance from
the south-west corner of the cathedral.

Most of those burgesses who were not willing to serve on’O O

the town council were probably deterred by the heavy fine from
carrying their reluctance to the extremity of absolute refusal,
but still the exaction of the fine appears not unfrequently on
record. Robert Dunmore, who was fined in Z40 for refusing
to accept the office of youngest bailie, to which he was chosen
in October, 1786, protested against the procedure and even
brought his case under the review of the court of session. The
litigation on this subject lasted for more than two years, and
was at last settled by each party agreeing to pay their own ex­
penses, and Dunmore consenting to pay ^40 for the use of the
Grammar School (p. 288). On the eve of the annual municipal
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election in 1788, a councillor renounced his office, enclosing with
his letter of intimation, a twenty pound bank note” to pay his
fine. Resignation of office after acceptance was not provided for
in the regulations of 1748. under which fines for non-acceptance
were imposed,1 and the offer of the councillor was reserved for
consideration and afterwards accepted (p. 265). Cunningham
Corbet, a member of the town council, who on 6th October, 1789,
tendered his resignation and fine of £20 had a different experience.
The magistrates and council were of opinion that he could not be
fined as a non-accepting councillor seeing he had already accepted
and had served in office, and his money was returned. But the
motives of the parties in this transaction may be guessed from the
sequel. On the same day, Corbet was chosen a bailie and he
having refused to accept office was fined in ^40, the double of the
penalty exigible from a councillor (p. 322-3).

Though the admission of distinguished visitors as honorarv
burgesses of the city had long been a familiar custom in Glasgow
as in other burghs, it was not the practice to record their names
in the council register till about the year 1778. The description
given by Bishop Pococke, from Ireland, of what was done on
his admission as an honorary burgess, on 21st October, 1747,
indicates how little ceremony or formality was observed on such
occasions. “I was,” says the Bishop, “made a freeman of
Glasgow, the Lord Provost presenting me with it, and then
putting it in my hat; we drank some healths, and I wore it
through the town, to the place where I dined with the Professors.”2

1 Glasg Rec., vol. vi., p. 279. History Society), pp. 5, 6.
2 Pococke’s Tours in Scotland (Scottish
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In the long list of honorary burgesses contained in the present
volume 1 will be found the names of many men eminent in their
day, including a few on whose enduring fame the passing years
have had little effect. Honorary burgesses usually obtained that
distinction when they were within the city, though there were
exceptions to the rule. It was apparently in connection with his
visit to Glasgow for installation as Lord Rector of the Universitv
that the opportunity was taken of enrolling Edmund Burke as an
honorary burgess in May 1784. Besides these more important
admissions to the burgess-ship the freedom was sometimes con­
ferred in reward for rendering local service, as in the case
of John Bennet, overseer of works on the river Clyde, whose
admission dues as a burgess and guild brother were remitted “ in
respect of his long and faithful services to the community in
improving the navigation of the river” (p. 201). The city
ministers also were usually enrolled as burgesses without the
exaction of dues.

Seals of cause, as a convenient method of conferring upon
companies and societies the privileges of a body corporate and
politic, continued to be applied for and granted. In this way
the Running Stationers or Cadies were incorporated in 1789,
the Society for managing the Sunday Schools in Glasgow, in
1790; the Glasgow Society of the Sons of Ministers of the
Church of Scotland, and the Governors of Archibald Miller’s
Charity in Glasgow, in 1791; the Directors of Stirlings Publick
Library in Glasgow, the Glasgow 'Tontine Society, the Linen

’ See Index, under “ Bfirgcv.e ;.” The name:, of(hose admitted arc also indexed.
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Printers’ Society, and the original and annual contributors
to a scheme for raising a fund for a provision to the widows and
children of the members of the Faculty of Physicians and
Surgeons in Glasgow, all in 1792 ; and the North Parish Washing
Green Society, in 1794. On 17th April, 1793, the magistrates
and council took the unusual course of cancelling a seal of cause
which had been granted to the incorporation of Porters in 1748.
The common seal of the burgh, by the affixing of which to
extracted Acts of the Town Council, gave to such documents
their technical designation, was changed in 1790 (p. 384).

Allusions to national affairs are not numerous, but when they
do occur are of considerable interest. On the occasion of the
first serious illness of the King, in 1788, causing parliament to
take steps for the establishment of a regency, one party led by
Fox contended that the Prince of Wales could claim the position,
while Pitt and a majority of the Commons, held that the selection
rested with parliament. The King’s opportune recovery obviated
further procedure at that time, but the magistrates and council
took occasion to pass a vote of thanks “ to the right honourable
Mr. Pitt, and the 267 members of the honourable house
of commons, who on 16th December, 1788, supported the
constitution of Great Britain, by asserting the right inherent
in the two houses of parliament to supply the deficiency of the
executive government, which has happened by the unfortunate
indisposition of the King” (page 283). Three months later the
town council presented a loyal address to the King, expressing
their gratitude for the re-establishment of his Majesty’s health,

c
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and their congratulations for the flourishing state of his dominions,
bv the great extension of commerce since the blessings of peace
were restored (page 292). The prospects of a continuance of
peace were not of long duration, and in consequence of threatened
war with Spain, the town council, in May 1790, are found offering
a bounty to seamen for manning the British fleet, then
being fitted out in preparation for the outbreak of
hostilities (p. 356). But a treaty of peace was arranged,
and the next address by the town council to the king is one
of congratulation that the anticipation this country lately had of
being involved in the calamities of war was at an end, and the
expression of their trust that “ the proper and spirited measures of
his Majesty, aided by the efforts of a free and loyal people, as
eager in asserting and defending their own rights as cautious of
invading those of others,” would be sufficient to prevent the
ambition or jealousy of any of the neighbouring powers from again
disturbing the tranquility of his dominions (p. 388). Unhappily,
those peaceful aspirations were not realised. The French
Revolution was already running its fateful course, France declared
war against Great Britain in 1793 and more than twenty
years of European conflict was passed through before the
country got out of the dreary turmoil. In an address to the King
at the crisis of 1793, the magistrates and council avow their
approval of the vigorous measures which had been adopted for
the preservation of internal quiet and good order and the defence of
the kingdom against the “unjust attempt of France to disseminate
her destructive principles, and to aggrandize herself on the ruin of 
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every established and well-regulated government in Europe”
(p. 506). Intimation having been given of an offer to the King
for raising a regiment of foot soldiers, the town council, in August,
1794, approved of the application, and resolved to use their utmost
exertions in obtaining recruits, and it was desired that the corps
should be called the Royal Glasgow Regiment, the name which
had been bestowed on the body of soldiers raised for service
during last war (pp. 560-1). The regiment seems to have been
duly formed, and, on 16th October, the town council agreed to
present a stand of colours to the “Royal Glasgow Volunteers,”
appointing them to be delivered to the corps by the lord provost
as chief magistrate of the city and depute lieutenant of the county
of Lanark (p. 569). Shortly afterwards the colonel and major of
the “ Royal Glasgow Regiment of Foot ” were admitted honorary
burgesses and guild brethren of the city, In the month of
December the sum of one hundred guineas was contributed from
the town’s funds towards payment of the extraordinary expenses
of the regiment.

Other addresses were presented to King George—in 1784, on
the “ present critical condition of affairs”; in 1786, on “his late
providential escape from an attack made on his sacred person ” by
an insane woman; in 1792, “expressive of gratitude for his late
gracious proclamation for the suppression of seditious writings,”
and for his determination to preserve our excellent constitution,
“ that ancient bulwark of freedom, sound from the attacks of
designing and deluded men”; in April, 1795, with congratula­
tions on the marriage of the Prince of Wales to the Princess
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Caroline of Brunswick:1 and in November of the same year
“to congratulate him upon his escape from the wicked and
traitorous attack which was made upon his life and person by
the mob of London, on his way to the House of Peers to open
the present session of parliament.”

Considerable interest was taken by royal burghs in the
renewal of a bankrupt law which was about to expire in 1782,
and the subject having been brought under the consideration of
Glasgow town council, they approved of the line which the burghs
in general had adopted, and promised their strongest support and
assistance in carrying through both houses of parliament such an
improved statute as should correspond with the wishes of the
mercantile interest of Scotland. Thanks were offered to the
lord provost of Edinburgh, Sir William Forbes, and others, for
their efforts to procure an improved statute for regulating the
affairs of insolvent debtors and abolishing unjust preferences, and
it was arranged that an appeal should be made to the great
trading towns in England for their assistance in obtaining the
desired change in the laws. The town council likewise voted the
freedom of the city to Sir William Forbes “as a mark of the high
sense they entertain of his public services in the business of
the bankrupt law.” Though not expressly stated, it was perhaps
in connection with the bankrupt bill that, at the same time, the
freedom was voted to a prominent member of parliament, Sir
Gray Cooper, a Scottish ixironet, but representing an English
constituency, “for his pardc Jar attention at all times to the affairs
of this city ” (p. 3/ /,

1 A ‘/r. - ‘ ‘ // , ■, >, ;>,ih f>.n\ bi th»' 1'iiinc of Wales,
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always be a member, on the city paying j£l is.
yearly (pp. 70, 71).

2 Pp. 80, 84, 85, 90, 95, 116.

Another public affair which, occupied much of the town
council’s attention was the legislation connected with the im­
portation and exportation of corn and usually referred to under
the brief but comprehensive designation of the corn laws. In
these discussions on a subject which so vitally affected the welfare
of the people, the town council had the advantage of conferring
with the Glasgow chamber of commerce and manufactures, a
society which had been instituted by the local merchants and
manufacturers for the protection and encouragement of trade.1
Scarcity of grain was the almost invariable result of unpro­
ductive seasons in the home country, and, but for the careful
foresight and philanthropic supervision of those in authority,
the poor would often have been involved in overwhelming
disaster, On the occasion of a failure of crops and consequent
high prices of provisions in the year 1782-3 money was obtained by
subscriptions from the able inhabitants and societies, the common
good also contributing, and meal and grain were purchased for
the relief of the necessitous.2 In consequence .of the humane
and sympathetic treatment extended by the city rulers towards
their less fortunate brethren on this and similar occasions,
periods of hardship were generally endured in a peaceful
manner, but in the summer of 1787 an agitation by the weavers
for increase of wages resulted in riotous conduct which could only
be quelled by the aid of the military detachment then quartered
in the town (pp. 237, 248).

1 On 7th November, 1782, the town council
subscribed ^21 to the “ chamber of commerce
and manufactures, now meant to be instituted
at Glasgow,” so that the lord provost might
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Without any extensive development in their operations,
the magistrates and council continued their efforts for improving
the navigation of the river Clyde, deepening the shallows,
preserving such depth as had already been secured, heightening
existing dykes, constructing new ones, and forming additional
quays. The older portions of Broomielaw quay were partly
rebuilt, and a large addition was made in 1790. As might
have been expected shipping business was on the increase, the
dues realised on goods carried on the river between Dumbuck
ford and Glasgow Bridge having risen from ,£1,550 in 1781 to
£2,800 in 1795. The dues leviable at the Broomielaw were
set to a tacksman for £207 in 1781 and for £251 in 1795.
Port Dundas, on a branch of the Forth and Clyde canal, was
opened in 1790. and with these two local docks and the more
commodious harbour of Port-Glasgow, suited for the accom­
modation of the larger vessels, Glasgow merchants were well
provided with the means of water transport. The management
of Port-Glasgow drv dock and harbour was, however, resulting
in an accumulation of debt (p. 186), and the town council
were of opinion that it would be an advantage to the city
if a bargain could be made with the heritors and managers
of Port-Glasgow for taking over the harbour and dock, as
it was thought they might be able to make them more pro­
ductive than the city could do. Meanwhile it was proposed
that the public house, the quay, and other property in Port-
Glasgow belonging to the town should be sold so soon as
purchasers could be found (p. 199). Thus matters stood in
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1786, but it was not till three years later that the town council
proceeded to carry part of their intentions into effect. Objection
was thereupon taken by the bailies of Port-Glasgow to the
sale of any part of the breast of the harbour, on the ground
that it had been leased to the town of Port-Glasgow by the
contract of 1774 (p. 428) ; but, notwithstanding this remon­
strance, fortified by renewed protests, eight steadings of ground,
containing 5,679 square yards, were sold on 20th August at
the price of >£4,737 8s. tod. To the sale of four of the lots
the community and feuars of Port-Glasgow had no objection;
but with regard to the remainder they raised proceedings in the
court of session for reduction of the sale, and after a litigation
which lasted three years, in the course of which conflicting
judgments were pronounced, the feuars were ultimately successful,
and the sale of the four lots of ground at the harbour was
reduced.1 Apart from this dispute, and a question as to liability for
keeping the breast and quays in repair (pp. 572-3), the town council
of Glasgow and the feuars and community of Port-Glasgow
and Newark worked together harmoniously in carrying out the
contract of 1774 and the confirming act of 1775. The gift by
the city to these towns of a common seal to be used in their
corporate capacity led to an interesting exchange of compli­
ments ;2 and when the minister of Port-Glasgow took proceedings
in the court of session for obtaining a manse and glebe the town

1 Three of the lots about which there was
no dispute were conveyed by Feu Contract,
mentioned on p. 6Sl, No. 1515. Prints of the
law proceedings and relative plans are bound in

a volume of Session Papers (1789-1794) kept
in the Town-Clerk’s office.

2 Pp- 4I3> 427, 440. 446.
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council of Glasgow readily concurred with the feuars and com­
munity in defending their interests (pp. 522-4).

From time to time regulations were passed for the proper
management of the three kirkyards or burying grounds belonging
to the city, the repair of the surrounding and internal walls, the
proper laying out of the grounds, and for the keeping of the
burial records. Each of the burying places was under charge
of an official designated a “bailie.” In the reports by com­
mittees on the several grounds in 1788 and 1790/ interesting
particulars are given, and it was recommended that ground
belonging to the town on the north side of the cathedral, along
with additional ground if it could be secured, should be added
to the burying ground there. In 1791, adjacent ground, con­
sisting of about two acres, was purchased (p. 429), and after
selling a portion to the directors of the infirmary for enlarging
their garden, the remaining available area was laid off for burying
ground, and enclosed with a stone wall (pp. 550, 595-6).

For the formation of Ingram Street, by straightening and
widening the passage between Ramshorn lands and Longcroft,
formerly called at its High Street end Grammar School Wynd
and towards the west Back Cow Lone,2 part of the burying-
ground at the entrance to Ramshorn church was appropriated.
On 28th September, 1781, a committee of the town council was
authorised to purchase such lairs as might be necessary for the
purpose, either by paying a price or by giving other ground in

1 Pp. 262-5, 374-6. adjoining property it is sometimes called Canon
2 In M‘Arthur’s map of 1778 the passage is Street.

called “Canon Lane.” In title deeds of
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exchange (p. 19). The full proceedings of this committee do not
seem to be recorded, but two cases of exchanged lairs are noticed
in 1790, in which provision was made for the removal of bodies
from the old burying places to the new, and the lord provost
and magistrates were authorised to make similar agreement?
with other proprietors of burying ground, portions of which
were intended to be occupied by the widened Ingram Street
(PP- 343-4)-

In the year 1782 it was suggested that the town should
acquire the “old castle at the head of the city, formerly belonging
to the bishop, now to the crown ” (p. 36), but the proposal does
not seem to have taken practical shape, and within a few years the
site was secured for the erection of the Royal Infirmary. The
intention to organise this institution was first brought under the
consideration of the town council, in the end of the year 1786, by
an intimation that subscriptions were being collected for erecting
in the city an infirmary for the reception of indigent persons under
bodily distress, and for establishing a fund towards its permanent
support. Satisfied with the utility of the scheme, and commend­
ing its beneficent object, the magistrates and council took the
infirmary under their patronage and subscribed ^500 to its funds.
Generous encouragement was likewise derived from other
quarters, the foundation stone was laid in 1792, and the building,
erected from a design prepared by Robert Adam, was not long in
being ready for the reception of patients.

The condition of the toll roads communicating with the city
in all directions was of substantial importance to the citizens,
and the town council were always ready to embrace any
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opportunity for promoting the efficiency of these highways. In
1788 the inconvenience of travelling on the road between Glasgow
and Greenock was under the consideration of the town council,
who were of opinion that a diversion should be made by the side
of the river Clyde to avoid the “many pulls and hills” on the
road then existing, and that an act of parliament should be obtained
for the purpose. Subsequently the lord provost was authorised
to subscribe such a sum as he should judge proper towards
the formation of the road.1 In 1794 the curious complaint was
made that in consequence of two mail coaches going and returning
between Glasgow and Greenock daily, “the road is much cut up
and the revenue of the tolls diminished, as these coaches pay no
toll duties.” It was believed that one coach going down to and
one coming up, daily, from Greenock would sufficiently answer all
commercial purposes, and the magistrates of Greenock and Port-
Glasgow were to be communicated with in order to have the mail
service reduced accordingly (p. 568). In connection with the free
use of the highways in the transit of mails it may be noted that in
1789 the tacksman of the pontage dues on Glasgow bridges craved
a deduction from the rent payable by him “on account of the
establishment of the maill coaches” (p. 310).

In the days of street wells, and before the introduction of
water from a distance, the citizens must have largely depended
for their supplies not only on the Molendinar and St. Enoch’s
burns, but also on their feeders, the numerous natural springs
and little streamlets which trickled from the hill sides. But with
the expansion of the city’s built area such sources decreased just

1 Pp. 278, 283, 290.
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as larger supplies for the growing population were needed.
Speculation on the subject was apparently afloat in 1783 when
David Young submitted to the town council an estimate for
bringing water in a four-inch pipe from the Forth and Clyde
canal to reservoirs on the borders of the city, and for its
distribution through the city by means of smaller pipes laid
from the reservoirs along the several streets (pp. 93, 633).
A committee was desired to consider the proposal, but with
no practical result. Five years later another committee was
appointed to meet and advise with James Gordon, super­
intendent of works for the city of Edinburgh, “ with respect to
the propriety of bringing a supply of good water into this city.”
Two sources of supply were suggested, one from the branch
of the Forth and Clyde canal, and the-other from ‘‘the rivulet
of water called Garngads Burn, with the deficiencies made up
from the Monkland Canal.” A preference for the latter scheme
was indicated. In Mr. Gordon’s opinion “150 to 200 pints of
water per minute, in addition to the water procured from the
pump wells, would be fully sufficient for the supply of the city,”
and it was estimated that Garngad burn could be depended on
for the required quantity (pp. 482-5). The scheme, however, was
not taken up by the town council, and nearly twenty years elapsed
before a competent supply of water was brought into the city.

Between the years 1781 and 1795 the city’s revenues, derived
from market dues, tron and weigh-house, multures or mill dues, ladle
duties and pontage tolls and duties, were increased by about Z700.
In the latter year the revenues exceeded £2,800. Partly, perhaps,
on economical grounds, various public entertainments were either
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abolished or curtailed about the beginning- of that period. Of
these “the entertainment called the tail shaking, the entertainment
given by the trades baillie, the entertainment given at the fair of
Glasgow, the entertainment given to the clergy, the entertainment
given to the Grammar School masters, and the entertainment
given at dividing the burgess fines,” were characterised as havingo o o o

in no respect the least tendency to raise the dignity or advance the
interest of the community, and were ordered to be discontinued,
the money expended on such occasions being applied to more
useful purposes. In particular, the money formerly “expended at
the tail shaking,” a curious phrase of which the meaning is not
apparent, was to be applied, on magistrates precepts, to poor
people in cases of extreme distress. But full power was reserved
to the magistrates to entertain strangers or persons likely to be
useful to the community, and in all circumstances where the credit,
honour, or dignity of the city was concerned. Much profusion had
been displayed and unnecessary expense incurred in giving enter­
tainments on the King’s birthday, and the town council agreed
upon a restricted list of officials and others who were in future to
be invited to the council hall to celebrate the anniversary of his
Majesty’s birth (p. 76).

As was done in connection with previous volumes, much care
has been bestowed in the preparation of the Index to the following
pages, and in concluding his prefatory remarks the Editor may
express the hope that it will adequately serve the purpose for
which it is intended.

Glasgow, July, 1913.
R. RENWICK.
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Page 4, footnote, 1st col., 1st line, after “to” insert “as a sample room.”
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View from head of High Street towards Royal Infirmary, 1799.

(Photographed from Engraving published by IK. Miller, Old Broad Street, London, November. 1S01).
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EXTRACTS
FROM THE

RECORDS OF THE BURGH OF GLASGOW.

17 January 1781
The magistrates and council, considering the state of the trade for Cess act for

the year 1780, are of opinion that the cess for the said year should be laid
on and levied in the same proportion and by the same rules as the cess
for the year 1779, that is, three-fourths on the land and one-fourth on the
trade of the burgh. And the magistrates, with the advice and consent of
the council, do nominate and appoint John Alston, junior, David Black
and Andrew Millar, merchants in Glasgow, William Ritchie, weaver and
grocer there, James Dickson, smith, there, and David Hendry, sadler,
there, for casting on the towns proportion of cess due for the year 1780,
payable the 24th day of June, 29th day of September, and 25th day of
December, 1780, and 25th day of March, 1781; which, according
to £19 2s. Scots, as the towns proportion of the tax roll of
the burrows, at an eight months cess, extends to £18,336 Scots;
together with £600 Scots as the fee to the clerk of the said stent
masters in laying on the said stent and holding good the same, £60
Scots further allowed the collector for answering the charge of books,
paper and other incidents, £60 Scots allowed the collector for answering
the rent of his office, £36 Scots for providing him in coal and candle, four
rix dollars, being £11 12s. Scots, to the clerks man, £3 Scots to Duncan
Mann, servant in the clerks chamber, for attending the said stentmasters,
and £10 sterling to the collector to defray the expence of employing
persons to assist him in ingathering the said stent; extending, the said

A
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sums to be laid on as aforesaid, to the sum of £19,226 12s. Scots money.
And appoint the said stent master to proportion and lay on the said stent
according to the rules following, viz., That the stent masters stent all the
burgess inhabitants according to their respective trading, excepting as is
after excepted. Item, that they stent none who are widows and who
are not actual traders nor keep change. Item, appoint the stent masters
to lay on the whole burgesses inhabitants for their trade one fourth part
of the sums hereby assessed on the town and no further, and to lay on the
rent of houses within the burgh 7| per cent, on each £.100 of real rent,
and 9s. Scots on each boll of victual rent payable out of the burrow
according to a rental insert in the stent books, at least as much thereof
as with the fourth part allocated on the burgesses inhabitants for their
trade will make up and complete the total sum hereby appointed to be
raised. And in case the stent masters find that any of the lands or acres
are under or over valued, or omitted out of the rental, that they rectify
the same accordingly. Item, appoint the stent masters to lay on no
proportion of stent on waste houses, provided the heretors or others
interested therein compear before any of the magistrates and stent masters

Mercate for
live cattle.

and on oath depone that the said lands were waste at the time of casting
on the stent. And considering that the common good of the burgh has
suffered much by the slow progress of the stent masters in casting on their
stent and compleating their rolls, therefore appoint the stent masters to
proportion the said stent and compleat and deliver up their rolls betwixt
and the (blank) next to come under the penalty of being quartered upon.1

The master of work to cause causway the mercate made by the city
for buying live cattle, next to the slaughter house, as soon as the same
can be done conveniently.

Submission
with William
Shaw and
Daniel
Wardrop,
Black quarry.

It being represented that William Shaw and Daniel Wardrop, masons
in Glasgow, who are tacksmen of the stone quarry belonging to the city
called the Black quarry, had offered to submitt all disputes and differences
betwixt the city and them relative to or arising from the tack of the said
quarry granted to them by the city to the magistrates or any three of
them; which being considered the magistrates and council agree to enter

1 The remainder of the act is similar to vol. vii., p. 43.
that printed in vol. vi., pp. 29, 30. See also
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into the said submission and authorize and appoint Andrew Buchanan,
chamberlain to the city, in name and on the part of the magistrates and
council, to subscribe the said submission, and nominate and appoint the
dean of guild, James Brodie and William Craig, late baillies, as a
committee of council, with power to them to make out the towns claims
against the saids William Shaw and Daniel Wardrop, to attend the
magistrates in getting these claims discussed and to pay all necessary
attention to the towns interest in the matters to be submitted.

There was presented four petitions, one in name of Thomas Napier. Thomas
watch maker in Glasgow, a second in name of William Hay, clock andp0^^ap’
watch maker there, a third in name of James Stewart, clock and watch keeper of the
maker there, and a fourth in name of James Kirkland, clock and watch
maker there; by which each of the petitioners craved to be appointed
keeper of the clocks of the city of Glasgow, that office being vacant by the
death of Samuel Telfer, late keeper of the said clocks. And the magis­
trates and council having agreed it should be put to a vote which of the
said four petitioners should be preferred to the said office, revokable
always at the will and pleasure of the magistrates and council, and the
roll of the members of council being called and votes marked, it was
carried by a majority of votes that the said Thomas Napier should be
installed, during the will and pleasure of the magistrates allenarly, as
keeper of the said clocks; wherefore the magistrates and council did and
hereby do install the said Thomas Napier as keeper of the said clocks,
with the usual sallery which was paid to the said Samuel Telfer, to
commence at Candlemass next; but always with and under this express
provision and condition that it shall be leesome and lawful to and in the
power of the magistrates and council and their successors in office to
revoke and recall the commission hereby granted to the said Thomas
Napier to be keeper of the. city clocks and to dismiss and remove him from
the said office without their assigning any reason or cause whatever for
their so doing.

There was presented a petition and memorial in name of Messrs. Petition for
Robert Dunmore, Robert ATKay, Alexander Gordon, and several other est
merchants in Glasgow, respecting the building a coffee house, a brokers
office, and a sample room at the back of the exchange; which being con­
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sidered by the magistrates and council they appoint the magistrates, dean
of guild, conveener, treasurer, provost French, baillies William Craig
and John Robertson and John Campbell, junior, as a committee of
council, the lord provost to be conveener, with power to them to consider
the said petition, to meet with and converse with the petitioners on the
subject matter thereof and hear their proposals thereanent and to report
the same to the magistrates and council.1

8 March 1781
Mr. Balfour, Ordain the dean of guild and his brethern to admitt and receive the
benuidebur reveren(l ^r- Robert Balfour, minister of the Outer High Church in the
gessand city of Glasgow, a burgess and guild brother of the said city, and to
guild brother. rem£^ js fine anj ]10ld the same as paid.

•5 April 1781
Master of
work to sett
the towns
houses.

Thanks
returned to
lord Fredrick
Campbell.

It was taken down by the Improvements
Department of the Corporation in 1910, in
connection with the reconstruction of their
property at the corner of High Street and
Bell Street.

Authorize and impower John Brown, master of work, who collects the
rents of the houses belonging to the city, to sett the said houses from year
to year so long as he shall continue factor for uplifting the said rents.

The lord provost represented that, by the interest and exertions of
the right honorable lord Frederick Campbell, all the money expended by
the city of Glasgow in purchasing cannon and erecting a battery at
Greenock for the defence of the trade and shipping of the river Clyde
(except about £100 discounted for commission and charges) had been paid
by government to the city; which being considered by the magistrates and
council they unanimouslie express their grateful sense of the favour done
to the city by lord Fredrick Campbell and return him their most hearty
thanks therefore, and desire the lord provost to transmitt an extract
hereof to lord Frederick Campbell.

Committee on Nominate and appoint Walter Stirling, baillie, [and others] as a
ground?111 committee of council, with power to them to visit and inspect the lands of

1 The building here referred to was
erected by the Tontine Society. It was used
as a sugar sample room till 1829, and was
thereafter occupied for warehouse and store
purposes. (See “The Tontine Building,” by
C. D. Donald, Regality Club, ii., pp. 75-79.



South View of Old Sugar Exchange and adjoining Buildings.

(Prom Photograph by .1. IT. P. Hell, 2$th June, 1910).
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Ramshorn belonging to the city, to consider the plan thereof made out by
James Barry, land surveyor, and the streets therein delineated, and to
report their opinion how and in what manner the said lands should be
disposed of to the best advantage at next meeting of council. Further, the
magistrates and council resolve and agree to open the Grammer School
Lone street from a little below the head of Queens street to the head of
Millars street, as pointed out and delineated in the foresaid plan made out
by the said James Barry, and to causway the said street so to be opened
and give it the name of (blank) Street.1 Likewise impower the said
committee, or any three of them, to cause the said Grammar School Grammar

v e   School .Lone.
Loan street to be further opened and causwayed if they shall see cause,
or to report their opinion thereanent to the magistrates and council.
And, moreover, empower the said committee to receive proposals or offers
from any person or persons willing to purchase any part or parts of the
said Ramshorn ground for erecting buildings thereon, and to report such
proposals or offers to the magistrates and council.

The lord provost produced a letter from James Buchanan, late James
inspector of police of the city of Glasgow, resigning his said office and res^ne^his

returning his thanks to the magistrates and council for the favour they ?ffice as f
had done him in conferring the said office upon him; which resignation pTlice.tOr °
the magistrates and council accepted of and unanimously resolved and
agreed to abolish the said office in all time coming.

A petition being presented in name of James Salmon, present deacon, Committee on

and David Hamilton, present collector of the incorporation of cordeners petition^
in Glasgow, praying the magistrates and council would ratify and confirm
certain rules and regulations therein mentioned respecting the governing
the trade and affairs of the said incorporation, the magistrates and council
remitt the consideration of the said petition to Alexander Buchanan,
baillie, [and others], as a committee of council, and appoint them to
report their opinion with regard to the matters contained in the said
petition to the next meeting of council.

Appoint the magistrates, dean of guild, deacon conveener, and Seats in

treasurer to sett the seats of the old churches for the ensuing year. be sett.
Resolve and agree that the price of the piece of ground near the Piece of

Highland Church, bought by George Buchanan, treasurer, from the heirs fh^Highland
1 Ingram Street. church.
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of James Graham and the creditors of James Campbell, should be paid
by the town and a right and disposition to the ground in favours of the
magistrates and council obtained. Also resolve and agree to purchase the
piece of ground in St. Andrews Church yard and to pay £40 sterling of
price therefore, on receiving a legal conveyance thereto in favours of
the magistrates and council, and so soon as the said disposition is obtained
appoint the master of work to sell the whole materials on the ground to
the best advantage.

The magistrates and council resolve and agree to pay a bounty of
£2 2s. to every able bodied seaman, and £1 Is. to every ordinary seaman
in the towns of Glasgow, Port Glasgow, Greenock, Crawfords dyke,
Gourock and Inverkipp, who shall betwixt and the expiration of three
months from this date enter themselves with the commanding officer at
Greenock on board of any of his Majesty’s ships of war and procure a
proper certificate of their having so done.

8 May 1781
Appoint the magistrates [and others] as a committee of council to

meet with Mr. Crawford of Postle and converse with him anent the towns
purchasing from him his bowling green on the east side of Condleriggs
Street and to report.

Appoint baillies Colquhoun and Stirling, [and others], as a committee
of council to enquire into the present state of the town clerks fees, to
make out a table thereof and to report the same with their opinion in the
premisses as soon as possible; also unanimously agree that the town clerks
in time coming shall be annually elected the day on which the dean of
guild is chosen and only during the pleasure of the magistrates and
council.

It was moved that on account of the death of Mr. M'Gilclirist, late
clerk, there should be chosen an assessor, and also a conjunct clerk to act
along with John Wilson, the present clerk, the one half of the fees to be
enjoyed by the said John Wilson and the other half to be equally divided
betwixt the assessor and the conjunct clerk proposed to be chosen; and
in case no assessor be chosen the fees to be equally divided betwixt the said
John Wilson and the person to be chosen conjunct clerk with him. And 
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some members of council being against the electing an assessor, the
meeting agree to put the following vote, elect an assessor or not, and the
roll of the members being called and votes marked it carried by a majority
of votes that no assessor should be chosen. Thereafter it was proposed that No assessor to
the chusing a conjunct clerk should be delayed sine die, and other members c ~en‘
proposed a peremptore day should be fixed for the election of a conjunct
clerk. After which the following vote was agreed to, continue the election
or appoint a day for that purpose, and the roll of the members being
called and votes marked, fourteen members voted continue and fifteen
members voted appoint. And, in consequence of the above votes, the
meeting unanimously agreed that Wednesday, 20th June next, at 12
o’clock mid-day, should be the day for electing a conjunct clerk. There-A conjunct

after baillie Colquhoun moved, and was seconded in presence of the whole chosen^iAhe
council, whether that the opinion of the council should be taken if it was20t^ June
not unconstitutional in provost French to conceal his knowledge of the act proceedings
of council of the 18th June 177G1 when the question for an assessor wasanentan
put, and afterwards to mention and insist on the said act of council as a voted to be
bar to putting the vote for the immediate election of a clerk, made also nuU*
by the said baillie Colquhoun, and whether or not the proceeding and vote
on the election of an assessor was void and null; and the vote being put,
it was carried by a majority that the proceedings as to an assessor were
void and null.

7 June 1781
It being represented that a number of inconveniences would attend Steeple on

the building of the steeple at St. Enoch’s Church, agreeable to the original ^“^uochs
plan thereof, which James Potter, wright in Glasgow, had contracted
with the city to execute, and a new plan for executing the said steeple
in a different mode from the former plan being produced and examined
and considered by the magistrates and council now conveened, they agree
to execute the said new plan instead of the aforesaid plan originally
agreed on, and authorize and appoint the magistrates to contract with the
said James Potter for executing the said new plan, subscribed by the
said baillie Colquhoun of the date hereof as relative hereto, at a price
not exceeding £140 sterling, over and above the sum originally contracted
for executing the said steeple according to the plan first agreed on.

1 Glasg. Roc., vol. vii., p. 479.
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Committee of A petition in name of Walter Grahame and others, fleshers in
fis^mercate.6 Glasgow, was presented, complaining that they were hurt in their trade

by the fish mercate being only separated from the flesh mercate, in which
their stalls are placed, by a thin brick wall, and that there was only
one entry to both the said mercates, and praying that the magistrates
and council would order the ’said brick wall to be taken down and would
allow the freeman fleshers to putt up stalls in the said fish mercate, being
read to and considered by the magistrates and council, they nominate and
appoint Walter Stirling, present baillie, [and others], to consider the fore­
said petition and circumstances and situation of the fish and flesh mercates
therein mentioned, and to report their opinion in the premises to the
magistrates and council.

20 June 1781
John Orr of The members of council being conveened, in consequence of their act
dectedtown the ^th day of May last, to elect and make choice of a
clerk. conjunct clerk to the city of Glasgow in place of Archibald M‘Gilchrist,

the late clerk, now deceased, two petitions were presented, the one in
name of John Orr of Barrowfield, advocate, and the other in name of John
Maxwell, junior, writer in Glasgow, each praying to be admitted conjunct
clerk of the said city; and these petitions being severally read it was putt
to the vote which of the saids John Orr and John Maxwell should be
elected clerk under the conditions after mentioned, and the roll of the
members present being called and votes marked, it was carried by a
majority of votes that the said John Orr should be conjunct clerk to the
city of Glasgow untill the next election of a dean of guild to the said city;
wherefore the magistrates and council now conveened did and hereby do
elect, nominate, constitute and appoint the said John Orr to be conjunct
clerk to the city of Glasgow, with John Wilson, the present clerk, and to
the whole courts belonging to the said city, ay and untill the next election
of a dean of guild, but always with and under the regulations and con­
ditions mentioned in the act of council of 4 July, 1766,1 and what other
rules and regulations the magistrates and council may hereafter adopt;
with power to the saids John Wilson and John Orr, or any of them, to
exerce the office of clerkship and to apply the whole profits, dues and

1 Glasg. Rec,, vol. vii., pp. 227-9.
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emoluments arising therefrom to their joint use. Thereafter the said John
Orr appeared and accepted of his said office and gave his oath de fideli
administrate one officii, as also took and swore the oaths of allegiance and
abjuration and subscribed the said oaths with the assurance.

The committee appointed by act of council of 8th May last to meet Bowling
with Robert Crawford of Postle anent purchasing from him his bowling Sieeu-
green on the east side of Candleriggs street made a report, the considera­
tion whereof is delayed until next meeting of council.

5 July 1781
[Subscribed bond of annuity to Ann Buchanan, daughter of the deceased Bond of

Andrew Buchanan, merchant, late provost of Glasgow, for £50 sterling yearly,
on her sinking £500 sterling with the town.] Buchanan.

Authorize and appoint James Brodie and John Robertson, late Ground at
baillies, to visit and inspect Arthur Robertsons ground at the back of the °
flesh mercate on the east side of Kings street, and to consider the propriety mercate.
of the citys purchasing the said ground for enlarging the said flesh
mercate; and, if they are of opinion it will be advantageous to purchase
the said ground, to meet and converse with the said Arthur Robertson
or his agents with regard to the purchase, and to report their opinion in
the premises in writing.

Authorize and appoint James Brodie and Ninian Glen, councilors, Committee to
John Wilson, clerk, and the master of work to repair to Port Glasgow vlslt• ' r & towns house
and there to inspect the towns lands sett to Mr. Foster by tack, the state at Port
and condition thereof, and what repairs are necessary to be made thereon; as»°"-
likeways to consider the said tack and in writing to report their opinion
whether the said repairs ought to be made at the expence of the town or
of Mr. Foster the tenant.

The clerks having, in obedience to act of council, produced a table of Committee to
the fees upliftable at the flesh mercate, fish and potatoe mercates and the
others belonging to the city, the magistrates and council remitt the con-anen^mercate

sideration of the saids tables to Patrick Colquhoun, present baillie, [andfeos>
others], and appoint them to report their opinion thereanent.

13 August 1781
James Brodie and John Robertson, late baillies, being a committee Report anent

purchasing
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Arthur appointed by act of council of 5th [July] last to visit and inspect Arthur
ground for* Robertson’s ground, at the back of the flesh mercat on the east side of
enlarging the Kings Street, and to consider the propriety of the citys purchasing the

said ground for enlarging the said flesh mercat, gave in a report, whereof
the tenor follows:—“Having, in obedience to the above order, inspected
the ground at the back of the flesh mercat, the property of Mr. A.
Robertson, we are of opinion that when an addition to the mercat becomes
necessary, which is likely to be the case soon, that the said ground lying
contiguous to it, and convenient for such enlargement, may be of con­
siderable public utility, and that it would be highly proper to purchase
the same for the use of the city. But after some conversation with Mr.
Robertson’s agents, we find that the ground cannot be sold without
an heritable subject in houses annexed to it, and as our instructions only
require a report with regard to the ground, we decline giving any
opinion of the houses, though we inspected them slightly, as we were
upon the spot, and think that the ground above mentioned and the house
at the head of the closs lately possessed by the proprietor cannot well be
seperated and it may be proper to purchase the same house at a reasonable
price. Glasgow, 10th August 1781 (signed) Jno. Robertson, Jas. Brodie.”
Which report being read to and considered by the magistrates and
council, they authorise and appoint the saids James Brodie and John
Robertson, in conjunction with baillie Stirling, to treat with the said
Arthur Robertson or his agents with regard to the purchase both of his
waste ground and houses mentioned in the above report, and to report
the terms on which a purchase of both can be made, and their own opinion
in the premises.

Report anent Walter Stirling, baillie, gave in a report whereof the tenor follows : —
Grounds1"11 ^asgowj *th August, 1781. The committee appointed by act of council,

5th April last, to inspect the lands of Ramshorn, to consider the plan
thereof and the streets delineated thereon, having frequently mett, viewed
the grounds and plan, are of opinion the street from the North West
church to Queens street should immediately be opened and causewayed
forty feet wide, ten feet being left for a pavement on each side of the street,
and that proper measures be taken for removing Mr. Scott from what
he occupies at the head of Millars street. 2nd, That the whole streets
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should be laid oh according to Mr. Barries plan, and fifteen feet broad
of causeway laid in the midle of each street as soon as can be. 3rd, That
the plotts C, B, D, F, Z, should be exposed to sale at 2s. per square yard,
and A, E, I, at 18d. per do., G, H, K, L, 0, at 12d. per do., the
whole amounting at these prices to upwards of £ J ,000 sterling. 4th,
That the houses to the streets should be no higher than 3 square stories,
the first story to be allowed a stair projecting 4 feet, to be built of stone
and slated, each proprietor to lay a pavement 10 feet broad before his lott,
the fronts of the houses to be built on the line of the street and no
gavels to the street. 5th, That the ground belonging to the Inkle factory
shall be purchased and it shall be at their option either to take ground or
money at the rate of 2s. per square yard. Whatever they take less or more
to be paid for at that price. 6th, That a committee should be chosen to
treat with Mr. Speirs, Mr. Glassford, the Inkle factory, Mr. M'Auslan
and Mr. George Buchanan, or any others, to purchase or exchange any
grounds which may be of use to finish out the above streets to the most
advantage. (Signed) Walter Stirling. Which report being read to and
considered by the magistrates and council now conveened, they ratify and
approve thereof and resolve and agree to carry the same into execution;
and for that purpose they nominate, authorise and appoint baillie Walter
Stirling [and others] as a committee of council to treat with the above-
mentioned gentlemen in the 6th article of the foresaid report, or any
others, with regard to purchasing from them or exchanging with them
what ground shall be necessary for streighting, finishing, and completing
the streets mentioned in the foregoing report as described in the plan
therein referred to; and appoint the said committee to report their pro­
ceedings in the premisses to the magistrates and council to be by them
considered.

Authorise and appoint baillie Walter Stirling to attend at a roup of Bailie Stirling
the Monkland Canal, to be held on 14th August current, and for behoofto purchase °

of the city of Glasgow to purchase one lott or five shares of the said canal Monkland
on the best terms he can. canal.

12 September 1781
Nominate and appoint Captain Richard Hunter, in Port Glasgow, Captain

Richard



EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS12 [1781.

Proof in cause
against
Anderstoun
brewarie
company.

Table of fees
and regula­
tions for
powder maga
zine.

Hunter ap- to be master and manager of the dry dock at Port Glasgow belonging to
keeper of the the city of Glasgow, for the space of one year from the date hereof, in
dry (lock at rOom and place of Thomas Knox, late master of the said dry dock, who
Port Glasgow. r . . .’

has resigned his office, and authorize and empower the said Richard
Hunter to observe and cause be fulfilled the rules and regulations
respecting the said dry dock and to uplift the fees thereof, as specified
in a table and in rules and regulations ratified and approved of by the
magistrates and council by their act of the date hereof, the said Richard
Hunter being always obliged to make just compt, reckoning and payment
to the magistrates and council, and their successors in office, of the whole
fees of the said dry dock to be intromitted with by him, after allowing
him deduction for sallary paid to former dock masters.

Table of fees There was produced a table of the fees to be levied for the use of the
for the us^of ^r.v dock at Port Glasgow, and also rules and regulations to be observed
Port Glasgow with regard to the said dock, the tenor of which table and regulations are

as follows: [Here table and regulations are engrossed, occupying eight
pages of MS. Council Record.] Which table of fees and rules and regula­
tions before insert being read to and considered by the said magistrates
and council they unanimously ratify and approve thereof and enact and
ordain that the same shall take effect and be observed and carried into
execution in all time coming.

It being represented by baillie Colquhoun that on or about 28th
September current a proof is to be taken for the magistrates and council
in their cause depending before the lords against the partners of the
brewarie company at Anderstoun for the duty on ale, &c., brewn by them,
the magistrates and council now conveened authorize and appoint George
Buchanan and John Millar, two of the members of council, to attend and
give their assistance on the part of this city at the examination of the
witnesses to be adduced for and against the city.

Considering that the powder magazine built by the city is now
completed, nominate and appoint the master of work to attend on the lord

- provost and to advise with him anent forming and making out proper
rules and regulations for the management of the said magazine and a
table of dues or fees to be exacted for the use thereof, and to report in the
premisses at first meeting of council.

I
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Nominate and appoint the lord provost [and others^ as a committee Committee to
to consider the bankrupt law which expires next session of parliament, bankrupt
and to meet with any committee that may be named by the merchantsla"'-
house for considering the said law, and to report their opinion if the city
ought to interest themselves in an application to parliament for a renewal
of the said law and if any alteration or amendments ought to be made
thereon.

Baillie Colquhoun reported that he and the other magistrates had Modification

pronounced an award on the submission betwixt the city and William awarded

Shaw and Daniel Wardrop, tacksmen of the Black quarry belonging andWirdrop
the city, finding the said tacksmen jointly and severally liable to the as tacksmen
city in the sum of £235 8s. sterling as the ballance of six years rent of the
said quarry, amounting for these years to £300 sterling, from which
deduction and allowance was made of £64 12s. sterling owing by the city
to the said Daniel Wardrop by three precepts of the magistrates and
council, the first dated 13th February 1777, the second 18 January 1778,
and the third 15th October in the last-mentioned year, whereby the nett
ballance of rent owing by the said tacksmen amounted to the above sum
of £235 8s. sterling, and that he the said baillie Colquhoun and the other
arbiters had also vacated the tack of the said quarry and declared the
same at an end. And he further suggested that, as there were some
favourable circumstances attending the case of the tacksmen, which the
arbiters in their charracter as judges could not listen to, he therefore
desired that the magistrates and council would be pleased to consider if,
notwithstanding of the decreet arbitral finding the tacksmen jointlv and
severally liable in payment of the above ballance, each of them should
only be liable for his own part thereof; and even as to it, if any abatement
should be given; which being considered by the magistrates and council
they agree to accept of £75 sterling from each of the said tacksmen in full
of the rents due by them for the said quarry, and upon the said Daniel
Wardrops paying the city £10 8s. sterling, the difference betwixt the fore­
said £75 and the said sum of £64 12s., the amount of the foresaid three
council precepts in favours of the said Daniel Wardrop, and upon
the said William Shaw his paying to the city the foresaid sum of £75
sterling, to discharge each of them of the foresaid decreet arbitral.
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Committee to Appoint the dean of guild, James Brodie, Janies M‘Gregor and the
state of the master of work, as a committee of council to inspect the free stone
quarries. quarries belonging to the city, to consider the state thereof, and what is

necessary to be done to render them profitable and advantageous to the
city, and to report their opinion in the premises.

Repairs to be The committee appointed to inspect the changehouse at Port Glasgow
made on tlie A A
towns house sett tack by the city to Mr. Foster and presently posessed by Peter
Glasgow and Buchanan, and to report what repairs the said changehouse and pertinents
a tack there- stand in need of, gave in a report with an account of the necessary repairs
of granted. anq eSpence thereof, amounting to £58 17s. 9d. sterling, and also reported

that the said Peter Buchanan proposed to take a tack of the said change­
house and others at the present rent for a number of years after
Whitsunday next, and also to pay ten per cent, for the money to be
expended by the city on the said repairs, yearly, above the present rent,
and to find caution for paying accordingly; which being considered by the
said magistrates and council they empower and authorize the magistrates,
dean of guild and deacon conveener to grant a tack of the foresaid
changehouse and others for any reasonable number of years after Whit­
sunday next, upon the terms before mentioned and any others that may
appear to them to be necessary, and also to cause make the foresaid repairs
to the amount before mentioned; and further to cause repair the chimney
heads and replace some slates wanting on the roof of the said changehouse,
the said Peter Buchanan always finding caution to pay the city in the
terms before mentioned.

Committee to Appoint Messrs. Richard Marshal, John Campbell, junior, and
draw memo- ,james M'Grigor, as a committee of council to form a memorial to be

presented to his Majesty in behalf of lieutenant Robertson of the 83rd
regiment raised by the city of Glasgow, for promoting him in the army
on account of his gallant behaviour against the French in the Island of
Jersey in January last, and to report the said memorial to the magistrates
and council.

There was produced to the council by John Adam, clerk to the towns
hospital in Glasgow, a list of poor persons in the said hospital, as on the
ninth of August last, to the number of 278; as also a list of poor children
put out to nurse by the hospital and whose nursing wages are paid out

of lieutenant
Robertson.

Assessment
for the poor
for the vear
1782.
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of the hospitals funds, amounting the number of these children, viz., the
males and females, to 47; as also a list of poor children on half nursing
wages, amounting, male and female, to 64; also an account and estimate
of the annual expence of maintaining, cloathing, bedding, and other
necessarys to the said poor persons for one year; together with an account
of the annual income of the hospital and of the produce of the work
wrought therein for one year, which account is certified by John Jamieson,
deacon conveener [and eight others] ; as also there was produced a list
of the persons in indigent circumstance who receive meal from the
hospital for an interim supply, which is less expensive than taking the
said poor persons into the hospital and maintaining them therein,
amounting the number of the said persons to 170, together with an
account of the meal allowed for the persons in the said list, and from
which it appears there will be a deficiency of the sum of £1,047 sterling
in the hospitals funds for supporting the before mentioned number of poor
persons in the hospital, for defraying the expense of nursing and cloathing
the foresaid poor children and for supporting the above mentioned indigent
persons with meal from the hospital at the rate of 8 bolls 15J pecks of
meal weekly and that from the 9th day of August last and ending the
9th day of August 1782. And therefore the said John Adam, in name
and behoof of the directors of the said hospital craved that the magistrates
and council would assess the inhabitants of Glasgow in the foresaid sum
of £1,047 sterling, expended and to be expended for the support of the
foresaid poor persons for this current year. Which lists, states and
estimates before mentioned being considered by the magistrates and
council, they assessed and do hereby assess the inhabitants of the said
city of Glasgow in payment of the foresaid sum of £1,047 sterling . . .
and likeways in the sum of £10 sterling as the expense of levying,
collecting and ingathering the foresaid assessment; and nominated and
appointed and hereby nominate and appoint David Cross [and fourteen
others] to proportion and lay on the above assessment on the inhabitants
of Glasgow according to their wealth, circumstances and abilities; and
recommend to the magistrates, or any of them, to cause conveen the fore­
said persons before them, hereby appointed assessors, to accept of their
offices and give their oaths de fideli. And nominate and appoint Robert
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Philipshill, merchant in Glasgow, to collect and receive the assessment
aforesaid and if need he to call and pursue therefore as accords of law.

Report of the John Wilson and John Orr, town clerks, in obedience to the act of
relati^tQ8 council of 20th June last, reported that they had made dilligent enquiry
the dues of concerning dues pavable to the citv of Glasgow, and in use to be levied
the Diercuts. . x c v °by their tacksmen of their fish and potatoe mercates, flesh mercate, for

butter, milk- and eggs brought into the city, for the use of the citys
washing house in the Green of Glasgow, and for the cran and quay
at Broomielaw of Glasgow, and that they had examined several of the
old tacksmen of the above mentioned mercates, butter, milk and eggs,
washing house, quay and cran, with respect to the dues upliftable by them
of old and of late as tacksmen of these different subjects, and that they
had made out tables of the fees thereof agreeable to the information they
had received and the universal practice of the tacksmen, and had delivered
these tables to baillie Colquhoun, George Buchanan, James Brodie and
James 31‘Grigor, who were appointed by act of council of date 5 July last
as a committee to revise and examine the said tables and report their
opinion thereof, and the said committee being called produced the fore­
said tables with a report thereto subjoined subscribed by the said baillie
Colquhoun, of which tables and report the tenor follows: —

Dues of fish
and putatoe
mercate.

Dues of flesh
mercate.

Each single cart loaded with fish pays Is. sterling, each horse load of fish
pays 6d. sterling, each burden of fish on a persons back or on a barrow pays
3d. sterling; and all fish sold in private houses pay as if sold in the mercate;
each large or double cart load of potatoes pays Is. sterling, each single cart load
of potatoes pays 6d. sterling, each horse load of potatoes pays 3d. sterling,
each burden or barrow full of potatoes pays l£d. sterling; and all potatoes
sold privately within the royalty of the city pay the same dues as if sold in
the public mercate.

Each cow pays 6d. sterling, each sheep pays Id. sterling, each lamb pays
-Jd. sterling, each sow pays 2d. sterling, each goat pays Id. sterling, and each 
calf Id. sterling.

Dues of Each barrel of butter milk pays |d. sterling, and one egg is due from each 
butter, milk.
and eaas.CO

Dues of
washing
house.

basket or creel of eggs.
For a days washing of a woman in a tub 3d. sterling; if any person assist

by what is called rubbing Id. sterling more is paid; for a half days washing of
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woman in a tub 2d. sterling, and there is no additional charge for a rubber
in the last case, for washing the smallest article Id. sterling, each days washing
of a woman pays for watching l|d. sterling, each half days washing of a woman
pays for watching Id. sterling. N.B.—No watching of the smallest article
below Id. For each copper boiling with cloath or cloaths 6d. sterling, for each
2 pails of warm water for synding or steeping £d. sterling, for each pair of
blankets washing or scouring M. sterling.

Each vessel or boat pays for each ton Id. sterling, each hogshead of sugar Dues of cran
pays of cranage dues tho’ the cran be not used 2d. sterling, if the cran be Brooniielaw.
used each hogshead of sugar pays Id. sterling more; each ton of hemp pays
of cranage tho’ the cran be not used 4d. sterling, if the cran be used, hemp
pays 2d. sterling more per ton, in all 6d. sterling; each large hogshead of
tobacco, if the cran be used, pays 3d. sterling, each small hogshead of tobacco,
if the cran be used, pays 2d. sterling; but no dues are payable for tobacco except
when the cran is used.

Which reports and tables of fees before mentioned being read to and Ratmeation

duly considered by the magistrates and council now conveened, they going tables.
unanimously ratify and approve of the five tables of dues and fees herein
particularly before insert and all and each of the articles thereof, and as
the dues in the said respective tables have been levied by the city of
Glasgows tacksmen in time past so the magistrates and council enact
and ordain the respective fees in the foresaid five tables to be the standing
fees in time coming and to be levied by the citys tacksmen or others
authorized by the city accordingly; and ordain the said five tables to be
printed and copies thereof hung up in the clerks chamber of Glasgow
and dispersed among the inhabitants so as none may pretend ignorance
in the premisses.

13 September 1781
On considering a memorial, dated the 7th of September current, £15 yearly

in behalf of and subscribed by the reverend Mr. John Cross, minister
the Tron Church of Glasgow, praying for the aid of the city towards the minister

enabling him in part to defray the expense of an assistant to him in enabling him
the discharge of his ministerial function, the magistrates and council,to Pa-V au

° ° . . . . ’ assistant.in respect that the said Mr. John Cross has served as a minister in this
city with a respectable character for these thirty nine years last, and
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that by old age and infirmity he is now rendered unable to discharge
the duties of his office, and that his hearers in the said Tron Church
have agreed to contribute £15 sterling towards defraying the expense
of an assistant to him, resolve and agree to give to the said Mr. John
Cross the sum of £15 sterling yearly, during their and their successors
in office will and pleasure allenarly, and that towards enabling him to
pay a fitt person as an assistant to him in discharging his ministerial
function.

Magistrates Authorize the magistrates to enter into a contract with any person
foAlghting they shall think proper for lighting the lamps in the city for the ensuing
the lamps, season on the best terms they can.

28 September 1781
Magistrates Authorize the magistrates and their successors in office, on the part
a°submiss?on the community of the city of Glasgow, to enter into a submission with
with Mr. fcMr. James Ritchie, merchant in Glasgow, for himself and his partners
cranage dues, 111 the Greenock ropework, referring all differences betwixt the city and

the said company respecting the cranage dues of hemp at the Broomielaw
of Glasgow, to the decision of Mr. Hay Campbell, advocate, as sole arbiter
in the premises.

Committee to Authorise the magistrates, dean of guild and deacon conveener, in
towns*share 1131116 an(t 011 the part of the city, to convey their shares of the Monkland
of the Monk- canal to the committee named by the proprietors for selling the same,

so as the said committee may convey to the magistrates and council and
their successors in office the lott or five shares of the said canal lately
purchased hy the city at a public roup of the said canal.

Committee There was produced and read a report of Mr. John Golborn, engineer
appointed for af Chester, containing several modes to be used for preserving the present
considering ° 1 ” r
Mr. Gol- depth of the river Clyde and also for obtaining a greater depth of
about the°rt water, which being considered by the magistrates and council they order
river. their thanks to be returned to Mr. Golborne for the care and attention

he paid to the river Clyde and the late surveys he made thereon, and for
the instructions he has given in his said report thereanent, and nominate
and appoint the magistrates [and others] to consider the said report and
to consult with the trade of this city thereanent and to report their opinion
in the premises.
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Regulations and instructions from the board of customs relative to Commission­

fees on the great canal was read, on considering whereof the magistrates thanked*for
and council authorized the lord provost in their name to return their transmitting

thanks to the honorable board of customs for the trouble they have taken anent great
in forming and transmitting the said regulations, and to ask liberty tocanaL
print the same, and that the board will be so good to transmitt to this city
a copy of any future regulations or instructions they may think proper
to make with respect to the said canal.

Authorize and appoint baillies Patrick Colquhoun [and others] as a Committee
committee of council to consider what steps are proper to be taken for London

bringing the post from London (via Carlile, Moffat, &c.,) to arrive at
Glasgow as early as they arrive at Edinburgh, and to have six posts from
London weekly, as Carlile and Dumfries now have, and to report in the
premises.

Authorize the committee of council formerly named for streighting Committee

the street from Ramshorn church to the head of Queens street to purchase chafing bur-
some lairs or hurrying ground on the west side of the entry to the said ground

church for streighting the said street, and to give such prices therefore as churchyard.
they can agree with the proprietors, or to give them an equal quantity of
hurrying ground in lieu of the ground they are to part with, in the towns
new hurrying ground at Ramshorn.

The committee appointed to consider the clerks fees produced a table Table of
thereof with a report, and the magistrates and council appoint the said be printed?0

table to be printed and a copy thereof delivered to each member of
council for their consideration. And appoint a meeting of council to be
held on the last Thursday of October next for considering the said table
and enacting the same, if approved of, to be the standing fees in time
coming; and the magistrates and council return their thanks to baillie
Colquhoun and the other members of the said committee for the trouble
they have taken in forming the said table.

There was presented a memorial in behalf of lieutenant James Memorial for

Robertson of the 83rd regiment, setting furth his gallant behaviour' Robertson to
against a party of the French troops in the Island of Jersy, in January be signed by

last, and praying that the magistrates and council would recommend and presented
him to his Majesty for a promotion in the army. Which memorial beingto the KinS- 
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considered by the magistrates and council, they approve thereof and
authorize and appoint the lord provost, in their name, to subscribe the
same, and thereafter to transmitt to the member of parliament for this
city to be by him presented to his Majesty.

2 October 1781
Nomination There was produced an extract of a minute of the meeting of the
Port Gias °ov.-. ^rus^ees f°r the fewars of Port Glasgow and Newark, dated 25th September

last, subscribed by John Martin, their clerk, bearing that [the bailies
and trustees for managing the public funds of said towns under the act
of 1775 had met and disqualified four trustees and elected other four
in their place. The magistrates and council thereupon appointed] Patrick
Hunter, merchant in Port Glasgow, to be eldest bail lie in and over the
said towns of Port Glasgow and Newark and inhabitants thereof for the
space of one year from the date hereof; with full power to the said Patrick
Hunter to administer justice to the inhabitants of the saids towns of Port
Glasgow and Newark, and to exerce all the powers committed by law to
the eldest baillie of the said towns.

Election of Conveened Hugh Wyllie, esquire, lord provost, [and other members
dailies. an council]. The said day, being the first Teusday after Micbaelmass and

the ordinary day for electing those who should bear office as provost and
baillies of the burgh for the ensuing year, the magistrates and council
above named conveened, and the council being removed from the council
table, except the present provost and baillies, the said provost and baillies
did sett doun the leets of the merchants rank in council, to the effect one
of them might be chosen to bear office as provost of this burgh for the
ensuing year, and the merchants rank, being sixteen in number, being
leeted and divided into four leets, each leet containing four persons, and
these leets being severally voted upon, after the persons in each leet had
removed from the council table, Hugh Wyllie, James Murdoch, John
Campbell, junior, and Robert Dunmore were chosen out of the said four
leets; and these four persons being put into two leets, and these two leets
being severally voted upon after the persons in each leet had been removed,
the saids Hugh Wyllie and James Murdoch were chosen out of the said two
leets, to the effect one of them might be elected to bear office as provost 
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for the year ensuing; and the saids Hugh Wyllie and -Tames Murdoch
being then put into one leet, after both of them were removed, and the
said leet being put to the vote, the said Hugh Wyllie was by a great
majority of voices elected and chosen to bear office as provost of this
burgh for the year ensuing. And thereafter the persons present being
removed from the council table, except the said provost and the three
baillies, who are to be changed, the said provost and the saids Patrick
Colquhoun, Walter Stirling and Alexander Buchan, baillies, did sett
down the leets of the merchants and crafts rank in council, out of which
the three baillies were to be chosen for the ensuing year, and the
merchant rank being eleven in number who were capable of being leeted
were divided into four leets, three of these leets containing each three
persons and the fourth and last leet two persons; and the councillors who
were removed being called to take their places, the said four leets were
severally put to the vote, after the persons in each leet had removed from
the council table, and Alexander M‘Caul, Walter Neilson, James Murdoch
and John Riddel were chosen out of the said four leets; and the said four
persons so chosen being then divided into two leets, the first containing
Alexander M‘Caul and James Murdoch and the other containing Walter
Neilson and John Riddel. And the crafts rank who were to be leets, who
were twelve in number, being divided into three leets, each of these leets
containing four persons, out of which three leets three persons were to be
chosen to the effect one of them might be elected to bear office as trades
baillie for the year ensuing; and the said three leets being severally put to
the vote, after the persons in each leet had withdrawn from the council
table, George Milne, George Buchanan and James Brodie were chosen out
of the said three leets and they were then put into one leet. And the
said leets of the merchants and crafts rank being severally voted upon
after the persons in each leet had removed from the council table, the said
Alexander M‘Caul was unanimously elected and chosen to bear office as
first or eldest baillie; and the said Walter Neilson was also unanimously
elected and chosen to bear office as second baillie, both for the merchant
rank; and the said George Milne was likeways unanimously elected and
chosen to bear office as baillie of the crafts rank; all for the ensuing year.
And compeared the said Hugh Wyllie, lord provost, and accepted of his
office and gave his oath de fid cl i administrationc officii.



22 EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS [1781.

5 October 1781
Which day, being the ordinary day for electing and chusing of the

persons who are to be members of the toun council of Glasgow in place of
the senior councilors who by the regulation of the sett and constitution of
the burgh are disqualified from being councilors, conveened Hugh Wyllie,
esquire, lord provost, [and others, the magistrates of this and of each of the
two preceding years, with others added to make up the number of twelve
electors, and declared certain councillors disqualified and elected others
to supply their places, all in the manner described in vol. vii., pp. 34-37.]

8 October 1781
Nominate and appoint the magistrates [and others] as a committee

of council to meet with the committee appointed by the subscribers to
the Tontine, and converse with them relative to their purchasing this citys
lands and grounds at the Exchange, proposed to be purchased by the said
subscribers, and to report to the council the terms on "which the said
subscribers intend to make the said purchase.

10 October 1781
[John Campbell, senior, dean of guild, Robert Auchincloss, deacon con-

veener, Henry Ritchie, treasurer, Janies Muirhead, bailie of Gorbals, John
Muir, conjunct bailie of Gorbals, John Brown, master of work, James Sword,
water baillie, George Millar, bailie of Provan, John Cuthbertson, visitor of
maltman, John Easson, procurator fiscal.]

Directors, [Appointments of twelve directors of the town’s hospital, committee on
committees, tradesmen’s accounts, annual committee, Clyde commissioners and bridge
commis- , . J.
sioners commissioners. ]

19 October 1781
Proposals by There was produced proposals, bearing date the 12th October current,
the Tontine subscribed by Hugh Wyllie, esquire, lord provost of the city of Glasgow,
society • —  f r e t

on the part of the said city, and by John Robertson, merchant in Glasgow,
on the part of the subscribers to the Tontine coffee house and other
buildings proposed to be erected by the said subscribers, of which proposals
the tenor follows:—“The committee of subscribers proposed that the
magistrates and town council should dispone to the Tontine Society the

Committee
anent the
Tontine.

Councilors
elected.
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following subjects, viz., the warehouse sett to the Pollockshaws Printfield
company, the tavern posessed by Peter M‘Kinlay, the backhouse or jamb
possessed by Charles Murray, the laigh house below Thomson and
Jacks and Michael Erskines shops, and the shops occupied by Messrs.
John Campbell and company, Mr. James Hamilton, senior, Messrs.
Hamilton and Bogle, Messrs. Hamilton and Brown, Mr. Michael Erskine
and Messrs. Campbell and Ingram, and also the whole back ground or
area behind the exchange belonging to the town as far back as the gavil
of (blank) Hunters house, in consideration of which and in full of all
price and purchase money the tontine society made offer to the magistrates
and town council of a yearly rent or ground annual, payable in all time
coming to them and their successors in office, for behoof of the community,
equal to the yearly rent which the town at present draws for the before­
mentioned subjects, deducing the stent and other public burdens and
making a reasonable allowance for repairs; which rent or ground annual
is to be secured by infeftment upon the whole subjects and houses to be
purchased and built by the tontine society (including those disponed by
the magistrates and town council) for which the town shall have a
preferrable right to the members of the society and to all other creditors
and persons whatsoever, it being understood that the magistrates and town
council are to be satisfied with the real security before mentioned without
any personal security from the members of the tontine society. In order
more exactly to ascertain the offer hereby made by the society they have
made the following valuation of the before mentioned subjects to which
they restrict the rent or ground annual which they propose to pay to the
town: —

Carry forward,

Four shops under the towns hall, ... £84 0 0
Off for stent and repairs. 10 0 0

— — £74 0 0
Two shops under the assembly room, in-

eluding the town chamberlains office, £32 0 0
Off for stent and repairs, 4 0 0

.. — — 28 0 0

£102 0 0
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Brought forward,... ... £102 0 0
Peter M'Kinlay’s house, ... ... ... £40 0 0

Off for stent and repairs, ... 70 0
—— 33 0 0

Pollockshaws Printfield Warehouse, .. <£33 0 0
Off for stent and repairs, ... 50 0

—— 28 0 0
Laigh house possessed by John Balloch, ... 5 0 0
Back house or jamb possessed by Charles Murray, 3 0 0

Total free rent offered by the society, ... £171 0 0

The society proposed that they should have the area or back ground
free of any rent or ground annual or any other consideration excepting the
sum of £171 before mentioned, and the reason they assigned for this was
that the city would be greatly decorated and the inhabitants will reap
great advantages and conveniences from the public buildings which
they intend to erect on the area, for which the town at present
draws no rent. The town clerks are desired to make out an
exact rental of the before mentioned subjects as they are at present
sett, specifying the clauses in the tacks relative to putting and keeping
the houses and shops in repair and the obligations upon the tenants to
flitt and remove in case the magistrates and town council shall have
occasion to sell or other ways dispose of them during the currency of the
tacks. Signed by the lord provost on the part of the committee of council
and by Mr. John Robertson on the part of the subscribers to the tontine
coffee house, by appointment (signed) Hugh Wyllie, John Robertson.”
There was also produced minutes of the committee of council appointed
to treat with the subscribers of the said tontine society with regard to
their purchasing from the city the subjects mentioned in the foresaid
proposals and of which minute the tenor follows:—“ Glasgow, 15th
October, 1781. At a meeting of the committee of the town council upon
the tontine coffee house. Present, the lord provost, baillie M'Caul, baillie
Neilson, dean of guild Campbell, conveener Auchincloss, Mr. Ritchie, Mr.
Finlay and Mr. Brodie. The committee having considered the proposals
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made to them by the committee of subscribers to the tontine coffee house
on the 12th current, which is now before them, are of opinion that upon
condition the gentlemen of the tontine society shall become bound to build
and finish within a reasonable time the coffee house, tavern and shops and
other buildings described in a plan now laid before the committee, the
town should dispone to them the ground necessary for erecting the said
building according to said plan, in which ground will be comprehended
all the shops and houses mentioned in the societys proposals of the 12th
current, excepting the house possessed by Charles Murray. The committee
are also of opinion that the town ought not to dispone to the society any
more of the area or ground at the back of the exchange than will be
occupied by the buildings delineated on the plan, but that the disposition
should contain an obligation on the town that the ground or area shall
not be used so as to prejudge the lights of these buildings, by which is
understood that no buildings shall be erected by the town nearer than 35
feet from the north side of those new buildings, excepting opposite to the
north bow window where (if it be executed according to the plan) the towns
buildings may come within 25 feet of it. The disposition is to be granted
under the exception of the tack to the Pollockshaws Printfield company
for the years thereof to run, and under the conditions that the society
shall leave a passage ten feet wide between the side wall of the house
in which the cess office is and the east side of the new buildings, and
that the eastmost building erected by the society shall be (blank) feet
west of a roan which is at present fixed to the house possessed by Peter
M‘Kinlay. For all which subjects and privileges before mentioned the
committee are of opinion that the tontine society ought to pay the town
a ground annual of £171 sterling per annum, free of all deductions, and
secured in the manner mentioned in the societies proposal, commencing
from Whitsunday 1782, and payable at two terms in the year, Martimas
and Whitsunday, by equal portions, beginning the first half vearly pay­
ment at Martinmas 1782, with a fifth part more of penalty for each termly
payment in case of failure, and the lawful interest from the term the
same falls due until payment. (Signed) Hugh Wyllie.” And there was
likewise produced a letter to the lord provost, dated 16 October current,
subscribed by Alexander Gordon, merchant in Glasgow, one of the 

m
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members of the said tontine society, with a postscript thereto subjoined
signed by the said John Robertson, of which letter and postscript the
tenor follows:—“ My lord provost,—We have considered the report
intended by the committee of the town council in relation to the proposals
made by the tontine society, and beg leave to suggest that as the com­
mittee do not think proper to convey Charles Murrays back house, which
was considered as rented at £3 per annum, it cannot be expected that the
societies offer of £171 yearly rent for the whole premisses should still
remain without deduction. Their idea at first was £170 net rent, and they
perhaps may be still prevailled on to adhere to that sum notwithstanding
Charles Murray’s house is not to be conveyed. In the next place we are
humbly of opinion that the town ought to rail in the back area not
occupied by the intended buildings, pave it and keep it clean and remove
nuisances that may be thought offensive, since it is not thought proper
to invest the property in the tontine society. We are, my lord provost,
your most obedient humble servant. (Signed) Alexander Gordon,
Glasgow, 16th October 1781. If the town will agree to our first proposal
in conveying the whole back ground and Murrays house we think the
society may be prevailled on to make the rent £180 yearly. (Signed)
John Robertson.” And in like manner there was produced the minutes
of the annual committee of council dated 18th October current, there
being present at said meeting Hugh Wyllie, esquire, lord provost,
Alexander M‘Caul, Walter Neilson, George Milne, baillies, Robert
Auchincloss, deacon conveener, William Coats, Robert Einlay, James
Brodie, Patrick Colquhoun, William Craig, cotmcilors, and John Brown,
master of work, by which minute the said annual committee having con­
sidered a new proposal made by the tontine society relative to the purchase
of the citys subjects and back grounds at the back of the exchange, were
unanimously of opinion that the city should dispone the whole of the above
subjects to the society, except‘the ten foot mentioned in the former minute,
to be reserved for preserving the lights of the clerks chamber, for the
yearly payment of a ground rent of £180 sterling, the first half years
payment to commence at Martimas 1782; by which it is to be understood
that the society are to be vested with all the rights and privileges now
held by the town, but under the same conditions and provisions the town
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are now subjected to. Which proposals from the said tontine society
with the foresaid opinion of the committee of council thereon, together
with the foresaid additional offer made by the said Alexander Gordon
and John Robertson in their foresaid letter, with the unanimous opinion
of the foresaid annual committee of council on the said letter, being all
read to and considered by the magistrates and council now conveened,
they unanimously approve of and agree to the terms expressed in the Agree to dis-

foresaid opinion of the said annual committee and appoint a contract attheback^
of sale of the premises betwixt the magistrates and council and the the
tontine society to be executed with all convenient speed, and the several &c., to the
tenants in the subjects to be disponed to be timeously warned to remove
from their respective possessions at the term of Whitsunday next. society.

The magistrates and council resolve and agree to pay a bounty of Bounty to
<£3 3s. to every able bodied seaman not above the age of 55 nor under 18seamen*
years, of £2 2s. to every ordinary seaman and of £1 Is. to every landsman,
within and not above the age aforesaid, in the towns of Glasgow, Port
Glasgow, Greenock, Gourock, Crawford’s Dyke and Inverkipp, who shall
betwixt and the expiration of six months from this date appear in the
council chamber of Glasgow and voluntarly enter himself to serve in
his Majesties fleet and shall be approven of by the regulating officer
at Port Glasgow or Greenock.

27 November 1781
The magistrates and council rescind and annuli the 12th article of Alterations

the regulations respecting the dock of Port Glasgow, by which it is pro-fet^
vided that all ships pay the rates mentioned in the act of council of the
12th September last, according to the demensions established by the
Cumbray Lighthouse act, and in place thereof enact and ordain that all
ships pay the rates mentioned in the said act of council, according to
their dimensions by carpenters measure. And they appoint and ordain
the two following regulations, the first to be numbered 16th and the
second 17th, to be added to the regulations mentioned in the said act of
council. 16th, No ship but what is arrived at Greenock or Port Glasgow
shall be entered in the dock books. 17th, If any single ship is in dock
she is at all times to allow the gates to be opened for any other vessel to
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come in, provided she is not in such a situation as to fill with water
or otherways to be prejudised, of which the dock master is to be the judge.
And if the gates cannot be opened for the reasons aforementioned, the ship
in shall pay double dockage from the time the other vessel is prevented
from going in to the time that the ship in continues to keep the dock gates
shut up untill she goes out.

27 December 1781
On report from the annual committee the magistrates and council,

by a majority of votes, agreed and hereby agree that the new church
lately built by the city on their grounds at St. Enochs Croft shall be made

church. Also an established church, and that proper application shall be made to get
all the churches in the city, not properly erected, put upon the legal
establishment. And on hearing the sentiments of several of the
inhabitants the magistrates and council resolve and agree that it will
be more proper and expedient to sett the seats in the said St. Enochs
church for a just and adequate rent to be paid annually per advance,
than to sett them by tack for a number of years on receiving a grassum,
and therefore the magistrates and council nominate and appoint the
magistrates [and others] as a committee of council to prosecute and follow
furth the erection and establishment of the churches before mentioned
and to take all lawful means for effectuating thereof; also with power to
the said committee to consider at what rates the seats in the said St.
Enochs church and the seats in the other churches in the city should be
sett for at the ensuing time for setting thereof, and to report their
opinion in the premisses to the council.

Empower and authorize the magistrates to provide a clock and bell
to be placed in the new steeple at St. Enochs church on the best terms
they can.

Authorize and empower John Millar and James Brodie, late baillies,
and the master of work, as a committee of council to consider the state
of the towns miln lately posessed by Ninian Bryce and subsett by him
to (blank) Robertson and his partner, to examine the tacks of the said
miln and to report their opinion what ought to be done in the premisses
to the magistrates and council.
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On considering a letter from James and John MTlquham to the Tack to be
magistrates, dated 26th current, desiring tack of the towns warehouse Arii^ams.
lately pose-ssed by John Alston and presently by the saids James and John
M'llquham, for the space of seven years for the yearly payment of £22
sterling of rent, and mentioning that they want a fall or break in the
tack in their favours at the end of the first three years thereof, the
magistrates and council empower the magistrates to grant a tack to the
saids James and John MTlquham in the above terms, with this exception
that if they insist for the foresaid breach in the tack it shall be applicable
to both parties, to the city as well as to the tenants.

21 February 1782
Alexander M‘Caul, eldest baillie, intimated to the meeting, agreeable Election of a

to the sett of this city, that Hugh Wyllie, esqr., last lord provost, died^eofHu^h
betwixt one and two o’clock of the morning of yesterday, and that by Wyllie, esq.,

the said sett it was requisite that a meeting of the magistrates and
council should be appointed, not under four or above eight days distance
from the time of this meeting of council, for electing a provost in place
of the said Hugh Wyllie, late provost, now deceased; which intimation.
with the seventh regulation of the sett of the burrow respecting the
filling up the office of a deceased provost, being considered by the
magistrates and council now conveened, they appoint the 26th day of
February current for the magistrates and council to conveen in the cities
council hall, at 12 o’clock midday, in order to elect a person to bear
office as provost of the city of Glasgow in room and place of the said
Hugh Wyllie, late provost, now deceased; and ordain the council officer
to warn the whole magistrates and council to meet the time and place
above mentioned to the effect aforesaid.

A report was given in by Walter Stirling, a member of council, of Committee to
the following tenor :—“ The committee upon the Ramshorn and Meadow-
flatt grounds being impowered by act of council of the 13th August last tors of the
to treat with the proprietors of the Incle factory concerning a purchaseInkl°factor-'■
or excambion of some of their lands, and having accordingly mett with
them several times, do unanimously give it as their opinion that the
council should authorize a committee to enter into a submission with
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these gentlemen. Signed by appointment of the committee (sic subr.),
Walter Stirling.” To which report there is subjoined a notandum in
the following words:—“Mr. M‘Aslan referrs it to the magistrates and
council either to give him the stripe lying betwixt his ground and the
street to the eastward (by the plan) or to take his half acre at 12d. per
square yard. (Sic subr.) Walter Stirling.” Which report and notandum
being considered by the magistrates and council now conveened they
authorize and appoint the said Walter Stirling [and others], on the
part of the city, to enter into a submission (and name arbiters) with the
partners of the Inkle factory, submitting to such arbiters as shall be
agreed on by the above mentioned committee and the said partners all
differences now subsisting betwixt the city of Glasgow and the said
partners relative to that part of the Ramshorn ground purchased by the
said partners from the patrons and preceptor of Hutchesons Hospital, and
likewise authorize the said committee to settle with the above mentioned
John M'Aslan upon either of the terms mentioned in his proposals afore­
said they shall judge proper.

26 February 1782

[Patrick Colquhoun elected provost in room of Hugh Wyllie, deceased.]
It being moved that by act of council dated [16th August] 1768 1

it was fixed that the price at which the steadings in St. Enochs Square
belonging to the city should be sold at the rate of 6s. sterling per yard, 

Election of
provost.
The magis­
trates
authorised to
sell steadings
in St. Enochs that this price was considered as too high, and that by experience it was
square. found no persons, since the date of the said act, would purchase steadings

in the said square at the above mentioned price, and that at present
some persons inclined to purchase some of the said steadings but declined
to give 6s. sterling for each yard thereof; which being considered by the
magistrates and council now conveened they authorize and impower the
said magestrates to sell and dispose of the several steadings of ground in
the said St. Enochs Square for the best prices they can get therefore,
and upon payment thereof, for themselves and in name of the council,
to grant dispositions to the purchasers.

1 Glasg. Rcc., vol. vii., p. 277.
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28 February 1782

After reading and considering sundry letters from Sir William Forbes Thanks to Sir

to the lord provost relative to sundry proposed amendments on the present porbeSj and a
bankrupt law, the magistrates and council unanimously agree to return rgess ticket

the thanks of the corporation of Glasgow to Sir William Forbes for his him.
zeal and attention to the bankrupt business in which this city is so much
interested, and the freedom of this city is unanimously voted to Sir
William Forbes as a mark of the high sense they entertain of his public
services in the business of the bankrupt law.

The magistrates and council unanimously approve of the conduct of Thanks to the
the lord provost, expressed in the correspondence betwixt him and Sir or Pro'ost-
William Forbes, now read in council, relative to the bankrupt law, and
the thanks of the council is now given to the lord provost for his trouble
in that matter.

On considering the proposed amendments by the royal boroughs to Opinionanent
be made to the present bankrupt law, the magestrates and council are of Advocates

opinion that the lord advocate for Scotland should bring into parliament presenting
the bill to be framed with the proposed amendments, and that his lordshipbiii.bankrupt
should be sollicited for this purpose; and if he shall decline to present
it, as it is meant to comprehend the land property of persons in a
mercantile line, then it may be proposed that his lordship shall present
the bill, leaving out the proposed clause respecting land property, under
this condition and agreement to be stipulated with his lordship that the
friends of the bill shall have full liberty to insist in parliament that the
proposed clause respecting land property shall, by way of amendment, be
added to the bill and past into a law, if that can be obtained; and in
case his lordship at all rates shall decline to present the bill, that then
it shall be presented by some other member of the house, including the
proposed clause relative to land property belonging to persons in a
mercantile line.

The freedom of this city is uninamously voted to Sir Gray Cooper, Sir Gray
baronet, for his particular attention at all times to the affairs of this CooPer to be
city, and the lord provost is desired to transmitt a burgess ticket to the gess? bur’
baronet.
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Memorial for There was presented a memorial from Glasgow colledge to the
the colledge. magis|ra|€s and council, whereof the tenor follows: —

“ The colledge of Glasgow had for a long time no fund for a library­
keeper. Mr. Thomas Hutcheson of Lambhill, observing this deficiency, paid
down to the principal and professors the sum of 2,000 merks, and
by his deed of donation dated the 13th of May, 1641,1 appointed
the annual produce of this sum for a salary to a library keeper,
reserving the nomination of the librarian to himself during his own life and
vesting it in the town council of Glasgow after his decease, the said librarian
to be a qualified student and master of arts of the sirname of Hutcheson or
Herbertson, whom failling a burgesses son of any other name, whom
failling any other qualified student, to remain in the said office
four years only, being always found apt and qualified by the rector,
principal, dean of faculty and regents, to whom the presentation shall be
directed, that after their condign trial of the qualifications and aptitude
of the said student to that charge he may be admitted by them thereto during
the space aforesaid, he being obliged at his admission and reception to that
office to commemorate this present foundation in these words following :—Ego,
A.B., sancte polliceor et juro, me bibliothecarii munus in collegio Glasguensi,
opibus et liberalitate Georgii et Thomae Hutchesonorum, fratrum, a Lambhill,
fundatum, integre et fideliter administraturum. The annual produce of this
sum being afterwards found inadequate to the office, the colledge, out of their
own funds, raised the library keepers salary to 400 merks yearly, upon an
agreement with the town council that the magistrates and town council on
the one part and the college on the other should have the right of presentation
alternately,2 each for four years, and thus the matter stands at present. The
universities library is now encreased to such a size in the number and value
of the books that four years is not sufficient even to make a person acquainted
with its contents, the salary is altogether inadequate to the trust and high
security which the keeper ought to give for the management. The following
proposal is therefore submitted to the consideration of the magistrates and
town council of Glasgow:—1st, That the magistrates and town council shall
have the sole right of presenting a librarian in the original terms of Mr.
Hutchesons donation, with a salary to be paid by the colledge of 200 merks
yearly, which librarian, however, shall be subjected to no charge but that of -
keeping the old library. 2nd, That the university shall have the sole right of

1 Glasg. Rec., vol. ii., p. 43. History of University (Coutts), pp. 327-8.
2 Glasg. Charters, vol. ii., pp. 317, 322;
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appointing the keeper of the new library and shall be left to find a proper
salary for him in the best way they can and to continue him in office as long
as they shall find it expedient. (Signed) William Leechman. Glasgow Colledge,
8th February 1782.”
Which memorial being read to and considered by the magistrates and
council they approve thereof and agree to the terms thereby proposed.

5 March 1782
The magistrates and council having taken into their consideration Resolutions

the present bankrupt law for Scotland, now about to expire, together bankrupt
with the minutes of the proceedings of the committee of royal boroughslaw-
on that important business, they do unanimously approve of the conduct
of the said committee and do promise their strongest support and
assistance in carrying through both houses of parliament such an improved
statute as shall correspond with the wishes of the mercantile interest
of Scotland, by comprehending the objects contained in the minutes of
the said committee, and for this purpose this meeting came to the follow­
ing resolutions:—1st, That the thanks of this meeting is due to the lord
provost of Edinburgh and the other members of the committee of royal
boroughs for their attention to the interest of the public in moving the
present business and in collecting the sense of the traders in Scotland
with respect to the proposed improvements. 2dly, That the thanks of
this meeting be returned to Sir William Forbes, baronet, and James
Ritchie, esq., merchant in Glasgow, for the great assistance they afforded
in digesting the opinions of the mercantile men on this important subject,
as well as for their zeal and attention in communicating the same for
the purpose of furnishing materials for the proposed statute. -3dly, That
this meeting do recommend in the strongest terms the propriety of
bringing into parliament as soon as possible, under the auspices of the
royal boroughs, an improved statute for regulating the affairs of insolvent
debtors in Scotland, the object of which shall be to abolish all unjust
preferrences, to procure a full and fair surrender of the bankrupts estate
upon oath, to vest the management of the collection and division with
the creditors alone, aided by the rules which the statute shall prescribe.
And this meeting do also in the strongest - manner express their dis-

c
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approbation of any attempt that may be made to bring in a bill into
parliament upon any other principles than these before mentioned, or
which shall omitt a discharge to a fair bankrupt, or leave out the
heretable property of merchants and traders, or finaly such a statute as
would have the effect to vest the administration of a bankrupts estate
under any other management than that of the creditors themselves, who
are certainly the best judges of their own affairs. 4thly, That in order
to procure so important a statute this meeting do recommend the propriety
of calling for the assistance of the great trading towns in England, the
most of which are deeply interested in the proper administration and
management of bankrupt estates in Scotland. 5thly, That this meeting
do order these their resolutions to be published in the different news
papers in Scotland, and so authorize the lord provost to request the
assistance of the principal cities and boroughs in England on this
interesting occasion, that the just views of the mercantile interest may
not be defeated.

Committee to
consider
memorial
anent the
bankrupt
law.

A memorial proposed to be transmitted to the principal trading cities
and boroughs in England, beseeching their aid and assistance in obtaining
the proposed new improved bankrupt law, being read to and considered
by the magistrates and council, they appoint baillies Alexander Brown
and Walter Stirling and Gilbert Hamilton as a committee of council to
revise and consider the said memorial and to adjust it as they shall judge
proper, and likewise appoint the magistrates, dean of gild and deacon
conveener to advert to the future progress to be made with regard to the
obtaining the said bankrupt law and to make reports thereanent to the
magistrates and council.

27 March 1782
New cloaths The magistrates and council agree that orders shall be given for
to the officers making of new coats and vests to the officers of the city, and ordain that

these cloaths when made shall be lodged in the clerks chamber and not
be worn by the officers except on public occasions by order of the
magistrates, and that when these occasions are over the new cloaths shall
be replaced in the chamber and the old cloaths worn by the officers untill
the next public occasion.

Seats in St. Resolve and agree that the whole seats in the church lately built by
Enochs
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the city on St. Enochs Croft should be sett on the first Tuesday after the church to be
ensuing sacrament, of which appoint public notice to be given to the
inhabitants, and appoint the chamberlain and Robert Philipshill then to
attend in the church to sett the seats thereof, according to the rates
stated in the accounts made out by the committee appointed for fixing
the rents at which the said seats should be sett, and according thereto to
uplift and receive the rents of the said seats, and to keep a distinct
account of the rent of each seat in the said church and by whom the same
is taken.

Resolve and agree that St. Enochs Church should be supplied with A minister for
a minister, and that on Tuesday, 2nd April next, at 12 o’clock midday, achiiwh?ChS

meeting of the magistrates and council shall be held to make choice of a
minister for said church.

Remitt to and authorise the dean of gild [and others] as a committee Committee
of council to consider the present state of the schools in Glasgow, at tlwstate
present much complained of, and to call to their assistance any gentlemen of the schools.
of learning in the city they shall think proper, and to report their
opinion with regard to any plan they shall judge most proper for
improving the schools in Glasgow and putting them on a more decent
and respectable establishment than they are at present.

Nominate and appoint James Brodie [and others] as a committee of Committee on
council to consider the state of the correction house in Glasgow, the ?orrectl?n
mode of using the prisoners therein, and what improvements may be
made with regard to punishing criminals according to their respective
demerits in time coming, and to report their opinion in the premises to
the next meeting of council.

It being explained to the council that the lord provost is soon to goAnent the
lordship “

to apply to the crown, in such manner as he shall be advised is proper,
for a commission to the lord provost of Glasgow and his successors in
office to exerce the office of bailliary and justiciary over the regality of
Glasgow, now vested in the crown, and to appoint substitutes, clerks and
procurator fiscal.1

Appoint the dean of gild [and others] as a committee of council to Committee on
the sawmiln.

1 See Glasg. Rec., vol. vii., p. xiii.

to London about his own private affairs, they recommend to his
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consider what steps will be proper to be taken for converting the towns
sawmiln, presently sett to Thomas Barton, whose tack expires at Whit­
sunday next, to some purposes that may be more beneficial to the
community than the present use that is made of the said sawmiln; and
appoint the said Thomas Barton to be warned to remove from the said
miln at Whitsunday next.

Additional Add Henry Ritchie, treasurer, John Douglas and Gilbert Hamilton,
consider^t0 councilors, to the former committee appointed to consider Mr. Golborns
Mr. Golborns report with regard to improving the navigation of the river Clyde.
^p,orfcl t Add Mr. Robert Finlay, councilor, to the former committee appointed
added to the* to consider the mode of bringing letters from London to Glasgow sooner
London postn than the? are at present.

Remitt to Messrs. Walter Stirling, Alexander Brown and William
Craig as a committee to consider the state of the dyke enclosing the
burying ground at the High Church yard, now in much disrepair, and
what steps are proper to be taken to get the said dyke properly repaired.
Also to consider what repairs are necessary to be made on the walls of
the High Church, and how far it will be proper to apply to the crown
for a grant in favours of the city of the old castle at the head of the city,
formerly belonging to the bishop now to the crown.

Enact and ordain that the reports of all the committees now appointed
and hereafter to be appointed for doing the business now committed and
hereafter to be committed to them shall be engrost in a book or record
to be kept for that purpose and subscribed by the reporters, and that
extracts of the different committees shall be made out and signed by the
clerks and sent to the conveener of each committee.1

Committee on
High Church
yard dyke.

High church,
old castle.

Record of
reports of
committee to
be kept.

For dates of other volumes seo printed Inven­
tory of the Records of the City, compiled in
1881.

2 April 1782
Report anent The lord provost [and others], the committee appointed for con-
theL°ndon S1<^er^ng‘ some proposed alterations with regard to the London post, gave

in a report, dated 1st April current, whereof the tenor follows: —
“ The committee having deliberated on the proposed alterations of the

post, and having read and considered various letters and papers, together with
1 The first volume of Reports kept in

terms of this resolution begins on 28th
March, 1782, and ends 31st December, 1798.
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a plan delineating the road by which the London post arrives at Glasgow at
present, and the one by the way of Carlile, Moffat, &c., by "which it is now
proposed to bring the post, all which were laid before them by the lord
provost, do report to the council that it appears to this committee that it
would be highly expedient and proper and much for the interest of the trade
of the city of Glasgow, that application should be made to government for
establishing a new arrangement of the London post, by the proposed new road
from Glasgow to Carlile, by the way of Moffatt, &c., by which means, as there
are already six posts in the week from London to Carlile, there would be the
same number weekly to Glasgow. By such an arrangement the letters would
be brought forward from London to Glasgow on the afternoon of the fourth
day, a more ready communication would be opened with many trading towns
in England than takes place at present, the trade would have the benefit of
six posts in the week from London in place of five, of six posts in the week
from Liverpool, Manchester, Lancaster and other towns in the west of England,
in place of five, and of six posts in the week from Ireland in place of three as
at present, the last of which could be easily accomplished by bringing forward
the Irish letters to Gretna, there to be taken up by the London post. That in
order to obtain advantages so evidently beneficial to the trade, this committee
are of opinion that the lord provost should have powers given him by council
to negociate this matter in London, and if he find it necessary that he should
even offer one penny of additional postage for each single letter, and so in
proportion for double letters, &c., which shall come through the post office at
Carlile to and from Glasgow (provided the dean of gild shall report that such
additional charge will be agreeable to the merchants) in order to induce govern­
ment to comply with this request by showing that the additional expence of
establishing a new line of posts will not only be fully paid but that the revenue
of the post office will be thereby encreased.”

Which report, subscribed by the lord provost as preses of the committee,
being read to and considered by the magistrates and council now con-
veened, they unanimously approve thereof and authorize the lord provost Approved of.
to make application to government upon the terms and for the purpose
mentioned in the said report.

The committee on Ramshorn and Meadowflatt grounds gave in a Report of the
report signed by Walter Stirling, their preses, dated the 28 Alaich last, committee
beanng that it was the opinion of the committee that the town should horn ground. 
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purchase Mr. Glasford and Mr. M‘Asian’s lands at 12d. per square yard.
Secondly", that Mr. Glasford should have what he wants of No. B at 2s.
per square yard, and to be allowed to take 20 feet north of the dotted
line in the middle for the whole depth of that plott as he thinks tilt.
3dly, that the council should allow every purchaser to have a parterre
(if he pleases) in the front of his house provided he build a parapett wall
with a proper milling in the line of the street, and the stair (if any be)
within the wall. In every other article the former act of council as to
the building shall stand. 4thly, Mr. Itobert Smith having given in
proposals for .purchasing 82 feet of front in plott number seventh G,
the committee are of opinion he should get what he wants at 12d. per
square yard taking the back ground as far north as it goes, and to be at
the distance of 100 feet from the east and west sides of the plott. othly,
that the street immediately on the west side of the Inkle factory should
as soon as possible be laid off and causwayed in terms of a former act,
and that the council should appoint a committee to treat with the
proprietors of the grounds betwixt the head of that street and St. Nicholas
Hospital for opening that entry to the towns lands. Which report being
read to and considered by the magistrates and council they ratify and
approve of the whole articles of the said report, except the fifth and last
article thereof; in place whereof nominate and appoint John Campbell,
dean of gild, Walter Stirling and William Craig, late baillies, as a
committee of council to trait with the trustees on the turnpike road from
Glasgow to Kirkentilloch with regard to their making the new intended
road from St. Nicholas Hospital to communicate with the street to be
opened through the towns grounds of llamshorn, so as by this new
intended road the pull of carriages at the Wynd-head may be avoided.

Mr. William ^he magistrates and council, being conveened in consequence of
Taylor chosen their act of the 27th of Marcli last to make choice of a minister to
StMSnochs officiate in the new church lately built by the city on their grounds at
church. £t. Enochs Croft, did and hereby do unanimously elect and make choice

of the reverend Mr. William Taylor, now minister at Baldernock, to be
minister of the said St. Enochs Church, and nominate and appoint the
magistrates, dean of gild and deacon conveener, or any two of them, to
follow furth and prosecute the transportation of the said Mr. William
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Taylor from Baldernock and to get him settled as minister of the said
St. Enoch’s Church, according to the rules of the Church of Scotland.

[On report, dated 1st April, by the committee appointed to inspect the
chamberlains accounts from Martinmas 1780 to Martinmas 1781, the chamber-
lain was discharged of his intromissions. The report, engrossed in the Report
Book referred to, antea p. 36, includes the following recommendations :—

5. There appears in the books a ground annual of Is. 4d. sterling, payable
by the chamberlain to the master of work on houses in the Bridge­
gate where the town has no property. The committee are of opinion
that the chamberlain ought to be empowered to pay the master of
work twenty years purchase for that ground annual in order to
strike that article off the books.

6. As there is at present a great arrear of the Port Glasgow feu duties
owing, the committee are of opinion that some effectual method
ought to be taken for recovering that money as quickly as possible.

9. The committee are of opinion that the roups of the town’s common
good ought in future to be made in sterling money for the con­
venience of all parties.

10. The committee are of opinion that the chamberlain ought to be
furnished with an extract of the act of council relative to the tack
of the Royal Closs at Greenock that he may have it in view at the
expiration of the tack1 to take measures for having that subject
let at its real value, which is not the case at present.]

10 April 1782
Authorise the magistrates, dean of gild and deacon conveener to sett, Cellars at

for the ensuing year, by public roup, the cellars and dues of the dry
dock at Port Glasgow belonging to the city of Glasgow, as also the rates river dues to
and duties leviable on the river Clyde payable to the said city, to cause byU^tt-by

advertise the roup of these subjects in the Glasgow news papers and form
and subscribe the articles of roup.

Ninian Glen, wright in Glasgow, having made an offer to purchase N. Glens
some steadings of Ramshorn grounds belonging to the city, the magistrates
and council delay the consideration of his offer, as also the terms on which Ramshum
the said Ramshorn ground shall be sold, untill a plan thereof now making fared. °

1 Whitsunday, 1796. Seo Glasg. Rec., Clyde Burghs (Marwick), p. 171.
vol. vi., pp. 120-1; The River Clyde and the
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out by James Barry, land surveyor in Glasgow, be laid before and con­
sidered by the council.

The magistrates and counci], now conveened, subscribed a presenta­
tion in favors of the reverend Mr. William Taylor, minister at Baldernock,
to be minister of the new church in the city lately built on their grounds at
St. Enochs Croft, whereof the tenor follows:—We, Patrick Colquhoun,
esq., lord provost, Alexander M‘Caul, Walter Neilson, and George Milne,
baillies, John Campbell, dean of gild, Robert Auchincloss, deacon con-
veener, and Henry Ritchie, treasurer, of the city and burgh of Glasgow,
and remanent members of the council of the said city hereto subscribing,
undoubted patrons of, and as such having the sole right to present
ministers to the church aftermentioned: To the reverend moderator and
remanent members of the presbytery of Glasgow : Whereas the city of
Glasgow did, at the expense of the community, lately erect and finish
a new church on their grounds of St. Enochs Croft, and being desirous
that the said new church should be provided with a minister, and being
well satisfied with the abilities and qualifications of the reverend Mr.
William Taylor, minister of the gospel at Baldernock, for the exercise
of the said holy office: Therefore we have nominated and presented and
hereby nominate and present the reverend Mr. William Taylor to the
office of minister to the said new St. Enochs Church and to the church
and benefice, with the stipend, privileges and emoluments of the same,
from and after the first term of Whitsunday or Martinmas preceding
his being settled as minister of the said church, and in all time there­
after during his incumbency there, hereby requiring you to admitt him
to the said office of the ministry, church and benefice aforesaid, and to
grant him such collation and institution thereof as is agreeable to the
acts of parliament and laws of this realm thereanent, and if any impedi­
ment happen herein that you make due and lawful certification thereof
to us so as we may renew our presentation in time convenient; requesting
the lords of council and session and other judges competent, upon sight
hereof and upon his admission, to grant letters of horning and all usual
execution for causing him to be paid of the said stipend and profiles
and emoluments of the said benefice from and after the foresaid term
preceding his admission and in all time thereafter during his incumbency,
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in due form as effeirs; consenting to the registration hereof in the books
of council and session, town court books of Glasgow, or others competent,
therein to remain for preservation, and thereto constitute (blank) pro­
curators. In witness whereof [&c., dated 10th April, 1782.]

13 May 1782
The magistrates reported that they had endeavoured to sett the towns Cellars at

cellars at Port Glasgow from Whitsunday, 1782, to Whitsunday, 1^83, Glasgow
by public roup, at the upsett rent of one hundred and (blank) pounds roup, and
sterling; also the dry dock at Port Glasgow for the same space at theappOintejLtro
upsett rent of (blank) pounds sterling, but that no persons had appeared collect the
to offer the upsett rents for these subjects, on which account the roupdues>
was adjourned; and that Patrick Dougal, merchant in Port Glasgow,
had, by a note subscribed by him produced in council, offered £150 sterling
of rent for the said cellars and £70 said money for the said dry dock;
which being considered by the magistrates and council they appoint the
cellars of new to be sett up to roup at the upsett rent of £150 sterling,
and appoint Mr. Hunter to collect the dry dock dues for the insuing year
in terms of his former commission.

John Millar and James Brodie, councilors, and John Brown, master Committee to
of work, the committee appointed to inspect the towns miln, formerly se^z the
sett to Ninian Bryce, and to give their opinion what was proper to be^ssedby
done with said miln, gave in a report bearing that the said miln was in ^inian Bryce.
a ruinous condition and that it should be let at a reasonable rent to any
person who will undertake to repair the said miln properly for a flour
miln and uphold it during the currency of the tack, and at the expiration
thereof to leave the miln and any houses that may be built contiguous
to the miln in proper repair, and all the machinary to be used in the
manufacturing of flour in a sufficient going condition; which report being
read to and considered by the magistrates and council they authorize
and appoint the saids John Millar, James Brodie and John Brown to grant
a tack of the said miln for such time and on such terms as they shall
judge proper.

Authorize the magistrates to cause build a session house to St. Session house
Enochs church and to furnish and provide such other things to the said^°b® built t°
church as to them shall seem necessary. church.

i
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Report anent
Grammer
School to be
recorded.

A report by the committee appointed to consider the state of the
Grammar School being read, the magistrates and council appoint the same
to be ingrossed in the book kept for recording the reports of committees
and delay the consideration of said report till next meeting of council.

[The committee reported] (1) That in their judgement it would be for
the interest of the school that the office of rector should be discontinued, and
that the business of the education should be under the direction of four masters,
with equal rank, authority and salaries, each of whom should, in his turn,
begin a rudiment class on the 10th of October and carry it forward for four
years. (2) That as it appears to them the business of the rector consists only
of three branches, of presiding in the common hall, of directing the discipline
of the school and of regulating the method of study, it is the opinion of the
committee that all these branches of business may be effectually carried on
without a rector. 1st, The master of the eldest class for the time being ought
to preside in the common hall; 2nd, these rules and acts of discipline, which
respect not any class in particular but the good order of the whole school, ought
to be agreed upon and carried into execution by the four masters consulting in
common, and that the master of the oldest class for the time being ought to
have the casting voice; 3rd, uniformity in the mode of teaching may be
compleatly preserved by the authority of the magistrates and council, who, after
consulting with the masters themselves and other persons of education, may
easily establish a general plan to be adhered to in all the classes and observed
by every master with very few discretionary deviations, untill the magistrates
and council! shall see fit to alter it. (3) That a committee of council ought to
be elected annually for the purpose of superintending the Grammar School,
and that they should be bound to visit the school once every month at least,
accompanied with some gentlemen of learning, to hear the boys read or repeat
their lessons, and to inquire into the state of the school, and that they should
have power at these visits to bestow some small rewards upon those boys who
appear best to deserve them. (4) That as the present school has neither free
air nor good light and has no place connected with it fitted for the innocent
diversions of the boys, it is the opinion of the committee that it would be
productive of many valuable consequences to build a new school house in some
part of the town which is not too remote for the generality of the inhabitants,
and attention should be paid to have it sufficiently capacious, well lighted and
well aired. They are of opinion that it would contribute much, both to the
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health and particularly to the morals of the boys, if there were allotted to them
a court yard adjacent to the school and enclosed with a wall, extensive enough
for them to meet upon at leisure hours and amuse themselves with innocent
recreations. [It was stated that if the foregoing “ general outlines ” were
approved of, there were “ other smaller matters ” which the committee purposed
taking into consideration.]

6 June 1782
It being moved by the said Walter Stirling that the committee Xew com-

formerly appointed on Kamshorn ground were too numerous, and that it
was inconvenient to get the members of the said committee to meet ground.
and conveen to do the business recommended to them in respect of their
numbers, the magistrates and council now conveened rescind the said
committee and nominate and appoint baillie Walter Neilson, W alter
Stirling, Gilbert Hamilton, William Craig, John M'Auslan, councillors,
and the master of work, as a committee of council in room and place of
the said former committee, and with the same powers committed to them,
the said baillie Neilson to be conveener, and appoint them to report, their
opinion in the premisses to the magistrates and council.

Authorise and appoint William Craig and Ninian Glen, councillors, Committee to
as a committee of council, to adjust and settle the claim which Donald ,d . M DoualusM‘Donald, horn er in Glasgow, has against the city for the Joss he alledges claim.
he sustained by a mobb in October, 1778, and to pay him what they shall
judge on procuring a full discharge to the city.

Authorise the magistrates to submitt with William Horn, wright in mairjs.
Glasgow, his claim against the city for superintending the building of[rates author-
St. Enochs Church to Messrs. Alexander Brown and Alexander Gordon, nhtt the
merchants in Glasgow, as arbiters, with power to them to choice an?]ain,l'1Uiani
oversman m case of difference. against the

The magistrates and council, considering that the business of thetown'
• i-7, it i i i.i n. Act anentcouncil is often delayed and time lost by some of the members not punctual

attending at the hour the council are appointed to meet, for remedying ^unciilors a£
whereof the magistrates and council now conveened unanimously enact the hour ap-
and ordain that in all subsequent meetings of council, hereafter to be
held, each member shall punctually attend in council at the precise hour of council.
to which he shall be warned if he be in town and in health, and in case
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of his failing so to do shall for each failure pay to the master of work
Is. sterling to be applied to the use of the poor as the magistrates shall
direct, and appoint this act to be printed and a copy thereof to be given
to each member of council.

12 June 1782
The committee appointed by act of the 27th of March last to inspect

the walls of the High church and the dykes of the church yard gave in
a report which is appointed to be recorded in the book kept for the reports
of committees, bearing that the said church yard dike was in many
parts ruinous and greatly in disrepair, and that the walls of the church
needed pointing; which report being read to and considered by the
magistrates and council, now conveened, they resolve that circular letters
shall be wrote to the proprietors of each lair mentioned in the said
report, desiring them immediately to cause repair the church yard dike
opposite to their respective lairs, certifying them if they faill they will
be prosecuted to make the said repairs. And approve of the said report
with respect to pointing the walls of the church, and ordain the same to
be done, and recommend to and authorize baillie William Craig [and
others] as a committee of council to cause repair the pavement mentioned
in the report in such commodious manner as they shall judge proper.

Authorise and appoint the magistrates [and others] as a committee
of council to meet with the ministers and the managers of the poors
hospital in Glasgow, and with them to consider a proper plan for

! preventing beggars and poor people from coming into and settling in
this city, who have no tittle to be supplied from the charity funds
thereof.

» Appoint the magistrates [and others] as a committee of council
with power to them to meet with the ministers of this city and to report
a scheme of division of the city allocating certain proper parts thereof as
a parish to each church in the city.

There was produced an extract of an award recorded in the register
of probative writes for the shire of Lanerk, 15th December last, whereof
the tenor follows: —

“ We, John Craig, late baillie of Glasgow, and William Robertson,
merchant there, referees nominated and appointed by the magistrates and
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council of the city of Glasgow for making an excambion of the grounds or miln
lands in Kelvinhaugh belonging to the town, as proprietors of the old miln of
Partick, with other grounds in said Haugh belonging to the Smithfield Company
in Glasgow, in virtue of an act of council for that purpose, bearing date 15th
April 1779 years1 proceeding upon an application on the part of the said
company requesting said excambion, by which act of council the said
excambion is authorised to be made in the following manner, viz., that a
straight line be drawn across the whole field belonging to the town and the
company from the north east end of the cart road which leads from the ground
now belonging to the company to the water of Kelvin and from the entry to the
said road in a straight line east to the ditch on the east side of the said
companys ground in the said Kelvinhaugh, and that the whole ground on the
south of the said line to the river Clyde shall belong to the city of Glasgow and
the ground on the north thereof shall belong to the said Smithfield Company,
the quantity and quality of the said ground so to be exchanged v> to be
ascertained by us and the difference in value to be paid in money. Having
accepted of the said reference and having carefully considered the quantity
and quality of the ground belonging to the said company included within the
line mentioned in the above act of council, which in all time coming is to belong
to the said town, find that the value of the said ground is <£48 sterling money,
which sum we decern the magistrates and council of Glasgow, as representing
the community, to pay to the said Smithfield company at the term of
Candlemas next, and in order to ascertain the said line of march betwixt the
town and the Smithfield company we have caused fix, at our sight, one march
stone upon the north east corner, and another upon the north west corner of the
ground which are to belong to the said town of Glasgow in all time coming;
and we ordain the parties, at their joint expenses, to plant a hedge to run
from east to west in a streight line between the said two march stones, and
find that the grounds lying on the south of said line is the sole property of the
said town of Glasgow now and in all time coming, and that the ground on the
north of said line and hedge to be planted thereupon is the property of the said
Smithfield company; and we ordain the magistrates and council of Glasgow
and their successors in office, in all time coming, to keep open and clear the
ditch or goat which runs from north to south through their grounds above
mentioned, so as the flood water falling upon the grounds belonging to the
company may be properly carried off and discharged conform to use and wont;
and as the said Smithfield company are at present the towns tacksmen of the

1 Glasg. Rcc., vii., pp. 551-2.
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said old miln of Partick and miln lands and consequently are entitled to the
possession during their tack of the whole lands above mentioned now belonging
to the town lying upon the south side of the above line, we therefore decern
and ordain the said company to make payment to the said magistrats and
council and their successors in office of £2 8s. sterling of additional rent,
yearly, during their possession of the said miln and miln lands, beginning
the first years payment at Candlemas 1783 years for the year proceeding. In
witness whereof,” [subscribed 4th September, 1781.]
Which award being read to and considered by the magistrates and council,
they approve thereof and appoint contracts of excambion to be made out
agreeable thereto.

Committee to On considering a letter from lord Shelburne to the lord provost, with
Shelbumes a plan therewith transmitted for arming the inhabitants of the principal
letteraiid towns in Scotland, the magistrates and council came to the following
plan for . ° &
arming the resolution,—that it appears expedient and proper, at this season of
inhabitants, difficulty and danger, that the city of Glasgow should manifest a

desire to support the measures of government by giving their outmost
countenance and support to a plan of defence calculated for the security
of their own persons and property and tending to strengthen the hands of
government, and to promote the general defence of the kingdom; there­
fore nominate and appoint Alexander Buchanan [and others] as a com­
mittee of council, with power to them to meet with the committees
appointed by the merchants house and trades house of Glasgow and to
consider lord Shelburnes foresaid letter and plan for arming this city, and
to report their opinion how and in what manner the said plan can be
carried into execution.

26 June 1782
Rectorship of The magistrates and council having resumed the consideration of
Scho^irammar ^ie rePori given in, on the 13 May last, by the committee appointed to
abolished and consider the state of the Grammar School, they unanimously confirm
allowed to an(l approve of that part of the said report respecting the abolishing the
the present office of rector in the said school, presently held by Mr. James Barr, present

rector thereof, and on his resigning his office of rectorship agree to pay
him an yearly annuity of £60 sterling; and remitt to the committee of
the said Grammar School to consider of and point out a proper piece of
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ground fitt for building thereon a new Grammar School, containing
rooms for teaching French, arithmetic and bookkeeping, also to consider
the value of the present Grammar School and what expence the erecting
of a new Grammar School will cost, and to report their opinion in the
premises.

Nominate and appoint John Campbell, esqr., dean of gild, [and Committee to
others'] as a committee of council to meet with the professors in the professors
university of Glasgow, and to settle and adjust any disputes or differences settle dis-

. , , , . 1 ., i , putes twixtsubsisting betwixt them and the city with respect to the Pighouse and them and the
ground near to the foot of the New Vennel sett by the town to Grant,town*
Wood and Company.1

Appoint a meeting of the magistrates and council to be held in the Meeting of
laigh council chamber of Glasgow, upon the 24th July next, at 12 o’clock
midday, in order to present a minister to the Laigh church of Glasgow, minister to
now vacant by the death of the late Mr. John Cross, minister thereof, churckSh

1 The following undated report of the
committee is engrossed in the MS. Report
book, pp. 24, 25:—“The committee having
read such papers as were laid before them
relative to the law suit about the Pig house,
and visited and inspected the ground in dis­
pute, being of opinion that the college might
probably prevail in part of their claim against
the town thought that the most proper
method for settling the business finally would
bo for the town either to purchase or feu
from the college, at a reasonable price, the
two acres of land belonging to them, upon the
description of which their claim is founded, or
to sell to the college all right and title to the
ground upon which the Pig house and other
buildings have been erected. The committee
of council did accordingly [make] that pro­
posal to a committee of professors of the
colledge to be by them laid before the faculty.
They have thought proper to refuse the first
proposal altogether, and they have accepted
of the second under such conditions as appears
to the committee to be inadmissible and such
indeed as would render a decreet of the court 

of session against the town preferable, even
tho it were allowed to pass in absence;
because a decreet would enable the town to
settle with the possessors of the houses built
upon the ground in question upon better
terms than they could do by accepting of the
facultys proposal, which would be in fact
granting all that they can obtain by a decreet.
The committee do not, however, give it as
their opinion that the town ought to allow
such a decreet to pass again them in absence.
It will perhaps be better to appear as parties
and state the matter fully and candidly,
without making a litigious defence in the
cause, in some [points] of which the colledge
will probably be found right.

The committee are of opinion that the
proposal of the college relative to the bleach­
ing rig in Dowhill ought to be agreed to by
this agreement. The towns right to that
bleaching rig is to bo relinquished and the
eolledgo is to give up to the' town the five
nrlets of bear which they have paid annually
for the privilege' of bleaching er. $a:a rg.”
See also Glasg. Kee.. vol. \n . r. x\'h
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Committee on
clerks fees.

Report of
committees
anentlord
Shelburnes
circular letter
and plan for
arming the
inhabitants.

Nominate and appoint the lord provost, Walter Stirling and Gilbert
Hamilton, as a committee of council to consider the printed scheme of the
clerks fees, and to report their opinion thereanent.

There was presented by the lord provost a report of the committees
appointed for considering lord Shelburnes proposal for arming the
inhabitants of this city, whereof the tenor follows: —

“ Glasgow, 25th June, 1782. At a meeting of the committees of the town
council, merchants house and trades house, appointed for considering Lord
Shelburnes proposal for arming the inhabitants of the city. The meeting
having taken into consideration the letter addressed to the lord provost by the
right honourable the Earl of Shelburne, one of his Majestys principal
secretaries of state, also the heads of a plan transmitted by his lordship, con­
taining propositions for* arming the towns in Scotland, do unanimously agree
to make the following report to the magistrates and council—First, that after
previously consulting the different classes of inhabitants to which the parties
composing this meeting do respectively belong, it appears that all ranks in the
city are averse to the plan of arming suggested by the right honourable the
Earl of Shelbourne, and therefore it would be inexpedient to proceed further
in a measure not likely to be rendered in any degree effectual or answerable
to the views of his Majesties ministers. Secondly, that while the meeting do
report a declaration of this sort to the council, they at the same time declare
not only their own firm resolution but also the evident and apparent disposition
of the whole body of the inhabitants of Glasgow to give their firm and steady
support to government, more especially in times of difficulty and danger.
Thirdly, the meeting further report to the honourable magistrates and council
that, as far as they can judge from an entercourse with the inhabitants of their
respective classes, the plan of defence most likely to be made most usefull to
government and agreeable to the people is that which shall include only the
younger part of the inhabitants who can afford to buy arms, accutrements and
other necessaries, and who can also spare time to learn the military exercise
in the way most agreeable to themselves without inconveniency or injury to
their domestick concerns. And considering it to be the wish of government
that some plan for arming a part of the inhabitants should be adopted, this
meeting do agree to countenance a disposition in the younger part of the
principal inhabitants, both of the merchants and trades rank, to form them­
selves into a corps of defence and to consult with the magistrates as to the most
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legal and effectual means of rendering their laudable exertions of advantage
to government. The meeting at the same time do unanimously declare that
it would be highly inexpedient and improper to include in this arrangement the
laborious part of the inhabitants or to countenance a disposition that shall have
a tendancy to call them from their employments on any public duty, unless by
ballot, to form a constitutional militia, any other measure without recompense
appearing to this meeting as extremely oppressive to that class of men, hurtful
to their families, and injurious to the commerce and manufactures of this city,
as well as impracticable in the nature of things, and therefore unserviceable
to government. (Signed) Patrick Colquhoun.”

After reading the foresaid report the lord provost produced the scrol
of an answer to lord Shelburnes foresaid circular letter, which he meant
to transcribe and send to his lordship if the magistrates and council
approved thereof, and of which scrol the tenor follows: —

“ Glasgow, 26th June 1782. My lord,—I had the honor of receiving your
lordships circular letter, dated the 22nd of May, accompanying the heads of
a plan for augmenting the domestick force of the nation, to be adopted or
improved according to the particular circumstances of the town of which I
am chief magistrate, and signifying the desire and recommendation of his
Majesty that I would take the same into immediate consideration and report to
your lordship what observations may occur for carrying into execution a plan,
the purpose of which is to promote the general defence of the kingdom and give
security to the persons and property of his Majesties subjects. In pursuance
of your lordships request I have had various meetings on this business, not
only with the magistrates and common council of this city but also with
committees of the most respectable citizens belonging to the different ranks of
merchants, traders, manufacturers and merchants, who after being at much
pains in collecting the sense of the inhabitants of the different classes to which
they belong, as well as the whole people at large, they report it to me as their
unanimous opinion that the plan of defence which your lordship has been
pleased to transmitt could not be adopted in the city of Glasgow under such
circumstances as would render the measure in any degree effectual or usefull
to government. At the same time, I am authorized to assure your lordship that
an evident and apparent disposition is manifested by the whole body of the
people to give the most steady support at all times to his Majesties government,
and altho a general opinion prevails that it would be inexpedient and improper

D
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£25 to bo
paid to
William
Hom.

to call upon the laborious part of the inhabitants to learn the exercise, unless
by ballot, to form a national militia, which this community would have highly
approved of, any other measure being in their opinion exceedingly oppressive
to that class of men, hurtful to their families and injurious to the commerce
and manufactures of the city. Yet the same objection does not lye against the
younger part of the citizens, who can afford the expence and time necessary to
learn the military exercise without inconvenience and injury to their domestick
concerns; and under an idea that some plan of defence will be agreeable to
his Majesties ministers I have the honour to inform your lordship that there
appears at present among many of the citizens a strong desire to countenance,
in the younger part of the principal inhabitants, a disposition to learn the
military exercise and afterwards to form themselves into a corns of defence
under the sanction of the magistrates, without any expence whatsoever to
government. I have the honor to be, &c.”
Which report and scrol of the letter before insert being read to and
considered by the magistrates and council now conveened, they unani­
mously approve of both the said report and letter to be wrote to lord
Shelburne, and authorize the lord provost to cause transcribe the said
letter, subscribe it and transmitt it to lord Shelburne.

Authorize the magistrates to pay to William Horn, wright in
Glasgow, the sum of £25 sterling in full of his whole demands against
the city for drawing plans of St. Enochs Church and for his trouble in
superintending the building of said church and steeple thereof and of
his whole claims relative to these matters.

The lord provost informed the council that the lords of council and
session had given an interloquitor against the city in their cause against

Anent the
process with
the Ander-
stonbrewerie. the brewarie company at Anderston, and that orders had been given to

Mr. Hussell, the towns agent, immediately to apply to Mr. Hay Campbell,
the towns counsel, and to get him to draw a reclaiming petition for the
city to get the interloquitor varied, and also to consult the lord advocate
if he is at Edinburgh in relation to the said reclaiming petition, the
drawing whereof the magistrates and council now approve of.

3 July 1782
Stipend to be The magistrates and council, taking under their consideration that
minister of 011 account of the great increase of the inhabitants of the city of Glasgow 
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the magistrates and council had found it necessary to build and erect St. Bnochs
° . . jll i- • -l • church.a new church on the cities grounds at St. Enochs croft, which is now

completely finished, the expense whereof has been paid out of the funds
of the community, and that thereby there are now eight churches and
only seven ministers in the city, whereby an eighth minister is wanted
for the said new St. Enochs church; also that the settling of an eighth
minister in the said new built St. Enochs church, and endowing him
with a competent stipend out of the revenues of the city, will be a public
benefite to the inhabitants, particularly to those who reside in the wester
parts of the city where no church was formerly erected, and that the
magistrates and council, as representing the community of the city, by
building the said new St. Enochs church and endowing the eighth
minister to be placed therein with a competent stipend, and by erecting
the said church on the ground belonging in property to the said city,
are thereby the undoubted patrons of the said eighth new church and of
the ministers who shall be presented to serve the cure therein; but that
before a minister be placed or settled in the said St. Enochs church it is
necessary that the cities right to the patronage thereof be reserved,
secured and declared: Therefore the magistrates and council now
conveened unanimously resolve and agree that another minister be
settled as an eighth minister of this city in the said new built St. Enochs
church, and be provided with a stipend out of the cities revenue, and
do hereby, with and under the reservations, provisions and conditions
after mentioned, give, grant, dote and allocate to the said eighth minister
to be legally settled in the said St. Enochs church, and to his successors
serving the cure therein in all time coming, a yearly stipend of two
thousand merks Scots, being the legal stipend or annuity settled by the
magistrates and council on their other stipendiary ministers in the city,
which two thousand merks Scots is to be paid out of the ordinary revenues
of the city, at two terms in the year, Whitsunday and Martinmas, by
equal portions, beginning the first terms payment at the first term of
Whitsunday or Martinmas after the settlement of the first incumbent
in the said St. Enochs church, and yearly and termly thereafter, to him
and his successors in office in all time coming; saving and reserving
always to the magistrates and council of the city of Glasgow and their 
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to call upon the laborious part of the inhabitants to learn the exercise, unless
by ballot, to form a national militia, which this community would have highly
approved of, any other measure being in their opinion exceedingly oppressive
to that class of men, hurtful to their families and injurious to the commerce
and manufactures of the city. Yet the same objection does not lye against the
younger part of the citizens, who can afford the expence and time necessary to
learn the military exercise without inconvenience and injury to their domestick
concerns; and under an idea that some plan of defence will be agreeable to
his Majesties ministers I have the honour to inform your lordship that there
appears at present among many of the citizens a strong desire to countenance,
in the younger part of the principal inhabitants, a disposition to learn the
military exercise and afterwards to form themselves into a corps of defence
under the sanction of the magistrates, without any expence whatsoever to
government. I have the honor to be, &c.”
Which report and scrol of the letter before insert being read to and
considered by the magistrates and council now conveened, they unani­
mously approve of both the said report and letter to be wrote to lord
Shelburne, and authorize the lord provost to cause transcribe the said
letter, subscribe it and transmitt it to lord Shelburne.

£25 to be Authorize the magistrates to pay to William Horn, wright in
William Glasgow, the sum of £25 sterling in full of his whole demands against
Horn. the city for drawing plans of St. Enochs Church and for his trouble in

superintending the building of said church and steeple thereof and of
his whole claims relative to these matters.

Anentthe The lord provost informed the council that the lords of council and
sess^on given an interloquitor against the city in their cause against

stonbrewerie. the brewarie company at Anderston, and that orders had been given to
Mr. Russell, the towns agent, immediately to apply to Mr. Hay Campbell,
the towns counsel, and to get him to draw a reclaiming petition for the
city to get the interloquitor varied, and also to consult the lord advocate
if he is at Edinburgh in relation to the said reclaiming petition, the
drawing whereof the magistrates and council now approve of.

3 July 1782
Stipend to be The magistrates and council, taking under their consideration that
minister of 011 accoun^ of the great increase of the inhabitants of the city of Glasgow 
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the magistrates and council had found it necessary to build and erect St. Enochs
d ** * cixnrcli

a new church on the cities grounds at St. Enochs croft, which is now
completely finished, the expense whereof has been paid out of the funds
of the community, and that thereby there are now eight churches and
only seven ministers in the city, whereby an eighth minister is wanted
for the said new St. Enochs church; also that the settling of an eighth
minister in the said new built St. Enochs church, and endowing him
with a competent stipend out of the revenues of the city, will be a public
benefite io the inhabitants, particularly to those who reside in the wester
parts of the city where no church was formerly erected, and that the
magistrates and council, as representing the community of the city, by
building the said new St. Enochs church and endowing the eighth
minister to be placed therein with a competent stipend, and by erecting
the said church on the ground belonging in property to the said city,
are thereby the undoubted patrons of the said eighth new church and of
the ministers who shall be presented to serve the cure therein; but that
before a minister be placed or settled in the said St. Enochs church it is
necessary that the cities right to the patronage thereof be reserved,
secured and declared: Therefore the magistrates and council now
conveened unanimously resolve and agree that another minister be
settled as an eighth minister of this city in the said new built St. Enochs
church, and be provided with a stipend out of the cities revenue, and
do hereby, with and under the reservations, provisions and conditions
after mentioned, give, grant, dote and allocate to the said eighth minister
to be legally settled in the said St. Enochs church, and to his successors
serving the cure therein in all time coming, a yearly stipend of two
thousand merks Scots, being the legal stipend or annuity settled by the
magistrates and council on their other stipendiary ministers in the city,
which two thousand merks Scots is to be paid out of the ordinary revenues
of the city, at two terms in the year, Whitsunday and Martinmas, by
equal portions, beginning the first terms payment at the first term of
Whitsunday or Martinmas after the settlement of the first incumbent
in the said St. Enochs church, and yearly and termly thereafter, to him
and his successors in office in all time coming; saving and reserving
always to the magistrates and council of the city of Glasgow and their 
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successors in office, as representing the community of the said city, as
they hereby specially reserve to them and their said successors not only
the sole right of patronage and presenting a qualified person to be the
eighth minister in the said St. Enochs church, and to the benefice
allocate for him and his successors in office in all time coming, sick-
like and as freely in all respects as is competent by law to the other
patrons, but also the right and property of the said new built St. Enochs
church, with the absolute power of setting and disposing of the seats
therein, and of the vacant stipends of the same, and naming the presenters
thereto; under which conditions and reservations these presents are
granted, and shall be binding on the said magistrates and council and
their successors in office and not otherways; but prejudice to the
said eighth minister his receiving such additional stipend as the
magistrates and council by their act shall please to confer and bestow
on him to make him equal to the cities other ministers. And recommend
to and impower the magistrates, dean of guild and deacon conveener to
take all proper steps for declaring and ascertaining this cities right
of patronage of the said eighth minister and of the said St. Enochs
church and of any other church which shall hereafter be built at the
expense of the city and the minister provided in a stipend out of the
revenue thereof.

Anent appeal- The lord provost produced a letter from Mr Hay Campbell, advocate,
tence fcithe counsel for this city, bearing that he and the lord advocate were both of
brewarie opinion that it would be fruitless to reclaim to the lords of council
cause to the , . • ■ . i • i
house of and session against the judgement they lately pronounced against this
peers. city jn their process against Murdoch, Warroch and company, partners of

the brewarie at Anderston, allowing them an exemption from the duty of
two pennies on the pint of ale and beer brewn by them, claimed by the
foresaid process, and that it would be proper to appeal the foresaid
judgement to the house of peers; which letter being read to and con­
sidered by the magistrates and council now conveened, and they also
considering that by the judgement aforesaid, if not reversed, the revenue
of the city will be greatly hurt and prejudged, therefore they unani­
mously resolve and agree to appeal the foresaid judgement of the court
of session against the city to the house of peers, and remitt to the
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magistrates, dean of guild and deacon conveener to obtain a write of
appeal of the foresaid judgement and to attend to the discussion thereof.

There was presented a petition in name of and subscribed by Messrs. General
-t . • • • session toWilliam Porteous and Robert Balfour, two of the ministers of this city, take £16

bearing that the managers of the Gallic Chappell were bound by bo^d ^nnually^in
and by their seal of cause to pay in their collections to the general collections
session after certain deductions specified in the above papers, that on
many accounts the general session were of opinion that it would be the chappel.
interest of the poor of the city that a bargain were made with the said
managers for a sum certain in place of these collections, but did not
think themselves authorised to conclude such a bargain without the
consent of the council, and praying that it might please the lord provost,
magistrates and council to authorise the general session to accept of
£16 sterling annually in place of the collections from the Gallic Chappel
in this city, as the said petition, dated the 2nd July current, subscribed
by the said ministers as a committee of the general session of Glasgow,
more fully bear. Which petition being read to and considered by the
magistrates and council now conveened they unanimously found the
prayer thereof just and reasonable, and therefore authorize and hereby
authorise the general session to accept of £16 sterling annually in place
of the collections in the Gallic Chappel in Glasgow.

Nominate and appoint the magistrates [and others] as a select com-Committee
mittee of council, with power to them to consider the public revenues of'V^ tlie
this city and to report how far it is possible to increase the present revenue revenue.
by arrangements calculated to render the different branches of the revenue
more productive. Also to consider how far it may be expedient for this
city to apply to parliament for an increase of revenue and upon what
grounds such application shall be made. Likewise to consider the annual
expenditure of the city and if the same may be reduced or lessened and to
condescend on such particulars as they shall think ought to be reduced,
and to report their opinion in the premises to the council.

Ordain Henry Ritchie, treasure^ to pay to (1) William Paul, mason Precept,
in Glasgow, £27 4s. sterling for building the dike at the back of Mr. pa{J]lam
Speirs lodging at the head of Virginia Street, and for stones, lime and
sand to the said dike, conform to a particular account dated 21st May
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John Augur, last; (2) John Augur, bricklayer in Glasgow, £27 14s. sterling for
building a brick dyke at the back of Mr. Speirs lodging and furnishing
brick, lime and sand to the said dyke, conform to a particular account
dated 20 April last; (3) Thomas Buchanan, hatter in Glasgow, £6 15s.
sterling due to him by the town for furnishing batts to the towns
servants, conform to a particular account dated 13th April 1781; (4)
James Scott, white iron smith in Glasgow, £10 16s. sterling for a copper
vane for St. Enoch’s Church and for other furnishings and workmanship
furnished and performed by him to the city, conform to a particular
account from 29 September to 1 January both last.

The magistrates and council, taking under their consideration the
present state of the Hamiltonhill and Black stone quarries belonging
to the city, and that benefite might arise to the community by improving
these quarries in such a manner as to induce people to take them in
tack at a reasonable rent, which cannot be expected in their present
situation, therefore authorise and appoint baillies William Craig, James
Brodie, the master of work and the town clerks, to make an agreement
for draining the said quarries so as they may be wrought in a proper
manner, and to take proper measures (by establishing regulations) for
preventing the people who are at present working these quarries from
injuring them by laying down redd or rubbish on the faces of the
quarries.

Authorise the magistrates to make Anthony Todd, esquire, secretary
to the general post office, Nathan Draper, esqr., surveyor of the post
roads, George Hodgson, esqr., also surveyor of said roads, both in
England, James Hunter Blair, esqr., member of parliament for
Edinburgh, and William Kerr, esqr., surveyor of the post roads in
Scotland, honorary burgesses to this city on account of their services
thereto.

22 July 1782
Session house Authorise the magistrates, dean of gild and deacon conveener to cause
to be built to build a session house to the new church built on St. Enoch’s rcroftl, and
St. Enochs , -it . ., , , L J
church. to provide linnens to said church.
Trone steeple It being moved in council that the upper part of the Tron church
down^611 steeple was te danger of falling, and baillie William Craig, one of the 
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members of council, having reported that he had lately inspected the
steeple, and was of opinion that part thereof was out of the line and likely
to give way, the meeting authorise the magistrates, dean of gild and
deacon convener to cause take down such parts of said steeple as is
apparently in danger of falling and to cause rebuild the same or not as
they shall judge proper.

Appoint the clerks, betwixt and next meeting of council, to consider Opinion of
the state of the Tron church, now vacant by the death of the late Mr. takenrelaHve
Corse, minister therein, and, if it is not erected into a legal established to Tron

7 7 • • • churcli.church, if it can be abolished. And, if the city shall not present a minister
to said church within six months after the death of the last minister,
if the right of presentation will then devolve on the presbytery of
Glasgow? And appoint the clerks to make out a memorial for the city
relative to these matters and to send the same by express to the towns
agent at Edinburgh, directing him immediately on receipt of the said
memorial to lay the same before Mr. Hay Campbell, the towns lawier,
and in case of his absence before either of Messrs. John M‘Laurie and
David Rae, advocates, and get either of their opinions on the premises,
to be transmitted to Glasgow on or before the morning of the 24th current.

Authorise the magistrates to admitt the right honourable the earl Lord Shel-
of Shelburne, his son Lord Viscount Fitzmaurice, and the Reverend Mr. b?rne’ ?n<*
James Jervis, his lordships chaplain, to be honorary burgesses of this city, ary burgesses.

The committees appointed by the magistrates and council and the Report of
merchants house to consider the proposed alterations with regard to the coni™lfcfcees
t i , • -i-i i • • anent theLondon post, gave m a report, which the magistrates and council appoint London post.
to be recorded and whereof the tenor follows: —

Glasgow, 11 July 1782. At a meeting of the committees of town council
and the merchants house appointed to consider the proposed alterations on the
London post. Present—bailies Neilson and Milne, conveener Auchincloss,
Messrs. Walter Stirling, John Campbell, junior, Robert Dunmore, Robert
Finlay and John Brown, of the council; and Messrs. James Ritchie, William
French and John Stirling, of the merchants house. There were also present at
the meeting Messrs. Fulton and Buchanan from Paisley, Mr. Hodgson, surveyor
of the post roads in England, Mr. Kerr of the post office, Edinburgh, and Mr.
Jackson, postmaster of Glasgow. Mr. Hodgson explained to the meeting that
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of six maills which are dispatched weekly from London to Carlile and the
other towns in the north of England and to Ireland by the way of Port Patrick,
three of them are called old post days, and the other three new’ or bye post
days, and that the mails which are dispatched on the old, take a different route
for part of the road from those which are dispatched on the new' post days,
w’hich occasions a difference w’ith regard to the time of arrival from and
departure for London on these different days. Mr. Hodgson was of opinion
that it would be impracticable to bring the London letters to Glasgow' by the
way of Carlile earlier than 7 o’clock of the evening of the fourth day from
their departure from London on the old post days, or 11 or 12 o’clock at night
on the new post days in summer, and in winter the arrivals w’ould always be
two, three, or four hours later than in summer. In order that the maills from
Glasgow to London might arrive at Carlile, Ac., in time to meet the posts
going south, it would be necessary to despatch the maills from Glasgow at
seven o’clock in the mornings after their arrival in Glasgow on the old post
days, and at five o’clock in the new post days, so that the letters behooved to be
answered between the arrival of the post at night and its departure next
morning. And even that arrangement would be attended w’ith great expence
to government besides the expence of the new branch from Carlile to
Glasgow by obliging the post masters to establish double rides on several of the
English stages, that is to employ tw’o men and horses to convey and reconvey
the maills where at present one serves the purpose, the w’hole of which additional
expence w’ould greatly exceed £1,000 per annum. Mr. Hodgson was of opinion
that it would be practicable to establish a sixth post weekly from London to
Glasgow, by which the letters would arrive here late on the Sundays nights
and would be given out early on the Mondays mornings so as to be answered
by the express to Edinburgh, the departure of which might perhaps be delayed
from ten, the present hour of its departure,^ till eleven o’clock in the morning.
By this post there would be a chance of getting an additional mail weekly from
Ireland, if the Irish mail could be brought soon enough to Dumfries to catch
the London mail there. By this arrangement there would also be an additional
mail weekly from Glasgow to London dispatched on the Saturdays evenings
and if it could be dispatched at four or five o’clock in place of eight, the
present hour, there would be a chance of "writing to Ireland by that opportunity
so as to meet the mail going to Ireland at Dumfries, and by that means an
additional mail "weekly to Ireland would be obtained. Mr. Hodgson was of
opinion that it would be much better to bring this sixth mail by Dumfries, 
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Sanquhar, &c., than by Locher by and Moffat, because by the first route the
whole towns in the west of Scotland would reap the full advantage of it, and
it could be no disadvantage to Glasgow as there would not be more than two
or three hours difference in the time of the posts arrival by the one route or
the other, and as at any rate the post could not arrive at Glasgow till late at
night nor the letters be delivered before Monday morning, the same good
purposes would be effected to this city by the first as by the second route.
Messrs. Fulton and Buchanan from Paisley represented to the meeting that
it would be of great advantage to that town if the mail from London for it were
despatched from the post office of Glasgow immediately upon its arrival there,
in place of being detained till ten o’clock as at present. The meeting recom­
mended it to the magistrates and traders of Paisley to take the opinion of the
principal merchants and traders of Glasgow upon their proposal, and to report
that opinion to the magistrates and town council of Glasgow.

The magistrates and council resolve and agree to pay a bounty of Bounty to
£3 3s. to every able bodied seaman not above the age of 55 nor under 18 seamen-
years, of £2 2s. to every ordinary seaman, and of £1 Is. to every landsman
within and not above the age aforesaid, in the towns of Glasgow, Port
Glasgow, Greenock, Gourock, Crawfordsdyke and Inverkipp, who shall
betwixt and the expiration of six months from this date appear in the
council chamber of Glasgow and voluntarily enter himself to enter in his
Majesties fleet, and shall be approven of by the regulating officer at
Port Glasgow or Greenock.

24 July 1782
The magistrates and council, being conveened in consequence of their The appoint-

act of the 26 June last, to elect a minister to the Tron Church in Glasgow, men.t of a
now vacant by the death of Mr. J ohn Cross, late minister thereof, it was the Laigh
moved that, in order to make unanimity in the members of council with delayed.
regard to presenting a minister to the said Tron Church, the nomination
should be delayed until Monday, 29th current, and that this was the
opinion of a majority of the annual committee who this day had taken
under their consideration the presenting a minister to the said church;
and some members of council having objected against the proposed delay
and insisted that the election of a minister should be immediately pro­
ceeded in, the following state of a vote was put and agreed on:—Delay
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Division of
the city into
parishes.

High Church
parish.

St. Andrews
Church
parish.

the presenting a minister to the Tron church untill Monday the 29th
July current or proceed to elect; and the roll of the members being called
and votes marked, it carried by a majority of votes, delay. Wherefore
the magistrates and council delay electing and nominating a minister to
supply the vacancy in the said Tron Church until Monday 29th July
current, and, at one o’clock in the afternoon of that day, appoint a meeting
of the magistrates and council to be held in the laigh council chamber
of Glasgow then and there to proceed in the foresaid election.

29 July 1782
Vassals in Authorise John Wilson, one of the clerks, to go to Port Glasgow and
h)°be prose-" ra^se a process of poinding the ground before the baillie of Port
cuted for
arrears of
feu duty.

Glasgow against such of this cities vassals in Port Glasgow as have failled
to pay the feu duties they owe to the city; also to use proper means for
obliging Thomas Foster, late tacksman of the tavern in Port Glasgow
belonging to the city, to make such repairs on the said tavern and office
houses thereto belonging as he is bound to do by the tack thereof.

The lord provost produced a scheme of division of the city of
Glasgow into eight distinct parishes, allotting a certain proportion of the
inhabitants to each church in the city, and his lordship represented that
he and the other magistrates, with some other members of council, had
a meeting with the ministers of the city before whom they had laid the
foresaid scheme, and that the ministers, after considering the same,
had for the most part approved thereof. Of which scheme the tenor
follows:—High Church parish includes the north side of Havanna Street,
High Dowhill, the north side of Bunswynd to Deanside, with all that
formerly belonged to this parish. St. Andrew’s Church parish includes
south side of Havannah Street and north side of Old Vennal, on the east
side of the High Street from Bellswynd to Bunswynd, taking in the
east side of Shuttle Street from Grammar School Wynd and south side

Outer Church of Bunswynd. Outer Church parish includes the south side of Old Vennal,
parish. with the east side of High Street to the Cross, from that to Camlachie

Bum, taking in the Gallowgate on the north, with the Spoutmouth, Little
and Big Dowhill and that part of Gallowmuir which lies upon the north

Tron Church side of the road. Tron Church parish includes the south side of Gallow-
parish.
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muir from Camlachie, Craignestock, and the south side of Gallowgate
from the corner of King Street in Calton to the Cross, with St. Mungo’s
Lane and Charlotte Street, east side of the Saltmercate with Muddies
yard and Castle-boyns. Colledge Church parish includes the south side Colledge
of Princes Street, the west side of Saltmercate, from that to Bridge Street, parish.
the north side of Bridge Street to King Street, the east side of King
Street to Princes Street, and the whole houses upon the south side of
Bridge Street, taking in the Goosedubs, south and north side, with the
west side of Old Wvnd till it joins the head of JafEreis Gloss. Wynd Wynd
Church parish includes the north side of Princes Street, from that thepa^pll
west side of Saltmercat to the Cross, the south side of Trongate to the
head of Old Wynd, taking in the east side of King Street to Princes
Street, the west side of King Street, Back Wynd, New Wynd, Old Wynd,
with the north side of Bridge Street from the west side of Kings Street to
the foot of Old Wynd. Northwest Church parish includes Bellswynd, the Northwest
High Street from that to the Cross, Trongate and Argyle Street, north
sides, from the Cross to St. Enochs burn, taking in Buchanan Street,
Queens Street, Millar Street, Virginia Street, Candleriggs, Cannon Lane,
west side of Shuttle Street, Ingram Street, with the lands of Kamshorn
Croft and Meadowflatt and south side of Kotton Bow west of Deanside.
St. Enochs Church parish includes Trongate from Old Wynd to Stockwell, st. Enochs
east side of Stockwell to Goosedubs, west side of said street, with all theParisb-
houses on the south side of Argyle Street and Anderston Hoad to the
extremity of the royalty, on the west side of Brown, Carrick and Companys
bleachfield. Which scheme of division being read to and considered by
the magistrates and council they, under the reservation after mentioned,
ratify and approve thereof, and allocate and appropriate the several pro­
portions of the city of Glasgow and royalty thereof to the respective
churches before mentioned, and the inhabitants of the said proportions to
be parishoners of the said several respective churches. But reserving
always to the magistrates and council and their successors in office
to alter, varey and change the foresaid scheme of division of the city into
parishes in such manner as they shall judge proper.

The magistrates and council, being conveened in the laigh Presentation
council chamber, at one o’clock in the afternoon, in consequence of their jJ’Caultothe

Tron church. 
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act dated the 24th day of July current, in order to elect and make choice
of a minister to serve the cure in the Laigh or Tron Church of Glasgow,
in place of the deceased Mr. John Cross, late minister thereof, they, by
a majority of votes, elected and made choice of the reverend Mr. John
M‘Caul, minister of Symington in the county of Lanerk, to be minister
of the said Laigh or Tron Church, now vacant by the death of the said
Mr. John Cross, and a presentation being made out in favors of the
said Mr. John M‘Caul the same was subscribed of the date hereof
by the magistrates and council now conveened, and whereof the tenor
follows: [here follows presentation in terms similar to that printed
antea pp. 40-41.]

Committee to Authorise and appoint Messrs. Walter Neilson [and others] as a
John M'Caul committee of council to procure the reverend Mr. John M‘Caul, minister
settled. af Symington, in the county of Lanerk, loosed from his charge as minister

of the said parish of Symington and settled as minister of the Laigh or
Tron Church of Glasgow, in consequence of a presentation this day granted
to him by the magistrates and council, and agreeable to the rules of the
church of Scotland in like cases.

14 August 1782

to be on the same footing with the present three schoolmasters; therefore
the magistrates and council appoint a meeting of council to be held 

church than ought to have been; which memorial being read to and
considered by the magistrates and council they remitt to the several
ministers of the city, in conjunction with the master of work, to consider
a scheme of division of the city into different parishes and to report any
alterations or improvements that appear to them necessary to be made
on the said scheme to the magistrates and council.

Considering that a school master is wanted to the Grammar School,
there being only three teachers therein, Mr. Barr, whose office as rector is 

Remitt to the A memorial was presented in name of the reverend Mr. John Gillies,
master of minister of the Colledge church and elders of said church complaining
Eider theC°n" ^he lale division of the city of Glasgow into parishes a greater
division of the proportion of the city and inhabitants thereof were alloted to the said
town into
parishes.

11th Septem­
ber next for
electing a .
fourth school- abolished, and his late office to be filled up by electing a schoolmaster
master to
Grammar
School.
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in the laigh council chamber upon the 11th September next, in order to
elect a school master to the said Grammar School, and appoint the said
day of election to be published in one of the Edinburgh and in both of the
Glasgow news papers, and therein candidates required to lodge their
petitions for being installed in the said office, with any recommendations
they may obtain with the magistrates of Glasgow before the day of
election.

Gilbert Hamilton, William Craig, John M'Aslan, and Walter Report of
Stirling, councillors, four of the committee appointed on Ramshorn Ri^horn °n

ground, gave in a report, whereof the tenor follows:—“ The committeeSround*
appointed upon the Ramshorn grounds are of opinion that there should be
formed two streets, each 60 feet wide, Tuning from east to west at right
angles to Queen Street, one of which to be a continuation of the one already
begun a little below Mr. Crawford’s gate,1 the other2 to run paralei to it
begining at Queen Street, 200 feet north from the Cowloan,3 and
terminating upon a street to be formed near the Northwest church yard at
153 feet or thereby north of the said Cowloan. That there should be three
streets runing from north to south and parallel to Queens street, one of 40
feet wide in the middle between the Incle factory and the church yard,4
another of 60 feet wide at the west of the Incle factory,5 and the third of
60 feet wide at the same distance east from the head of Miller Street as
Queen Street is to the west of it; 0 that Millar Street should be continued 7
untill it meets the southmost of the streets runing from east to west before
mentioned; that that plot of ground bound on the west by Queen Street,
on the north and south by the two streets first mentioned and on the
east by the street to be opened to the east of Millar Street, should not
be built upon but should be reserved for a square.8 The ground in this
square will amount to 11,360 yards or thereby, for the value of which
the town will be compensated agreeable to the price it was formerly rated
at if the steadings round the square are rated Is. per yard. But the
committee are of opinion that these steadings can easily be sold and will
be cheap at 3s. per yard, which being Is. 6d. higher than the former
valuation will be a considerable gain to the town. That the other parts

1 George Street. ’ Ingram Street. 6 John Street. 7 South Hanover Street.
2 Cochrane Street. 4 Montrose Street. 6 Frederick Street. 8 George Square.
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of the ground should give the following prices:—the steadings fronting
the Cowloan to the west of the Inkle factory ground 2s. 6d.; the steadings
between the Inkle factory and the Church yard and these fronting the
street runing at the west of the Inkle factory and as far north as the
continuation of the street began below Mr. Crawford’s should be 2s. per
square yard; the remainder of the ground to the north of the Inkle
factory, and extending as far east as the Church yard, together with
the front steadings of the street produced from the north side of the
square, at Is. 6d.; and the remainder at Is. per yard. The committee are
also of opinion that it would be the interest of the town that part of
the purchase money should be allowed to lye on the grounds and to be
converted into a ground annual so as to be a permanent revenue, and think
the one half of the money paid down and the other converted into a ground
annual at 25 years purchase would be the proper proportion, at which
price the steadings in the square will cost from £40 to £50 to be paid down,
with a ground annual from 50s. to £3 3s., and in the other streets from
£20 to £35 paid down, with a ground annual from 25s. to £2 2s. Glasgow,
13th August, 1782.” Which report, with a plan of Ramshorn grounds,
being considered by the magistrates and council, they approve of the said
report and plan, and authorize and appoint the said Gilbert Hamilton,
William Craig, Walter Stirling and John M'Aslan, as a committee of
council, to consider the former acts of council relative to the sale of
Ramshorn grounds and the terms on which houses are to be built thereon,
and to report their opinion with regard to the rules and regulations
which ought to be laid down relative to erecting buildings on the said
grounds and the conditions under which the same ought to be sold.

Opinion rela- On a motion from the lord provost, the magistrates and council were
venthigI>re opini°n that a fitt and proper person, for the space of three years only,
stranger poor should be elected by the directors of the towns hospital to form a plan
in°Xe city.1”0 t°r preventing strangers poor people from settling in this city for such

time as to entitle them to the charity of the city, and authorise the lord
provost to acquaint the directors with the above opinion and that it will
be agreeable to the magistrates and council that the reverend Mr. William
Porteous, minister, be elected for discharging the above business, his
trouble wherein to be paid out of the funds of the hospital, and in case Mr.
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1 Glasg. Reo., vol. vii., p. 654, No. 1330.
These outs were made in the parts of the
rook adjacent to Candleriggs Street and
Hutcheson Street, respectively. In 1780 the
town council had under consideration a pro­
posal for cutting through part of the ridge

Porteous shall be elected, authorize the lord provost to request he will
accept of the office.

Authorise the magistrates to submitt the claim William Horn, Magistrates
wright, has against the city to two neutral persons, one whereof to be william
chosen by each party. Homs claim.

Considering that an idea has prevailed that houses to be built on A cutt to he
Ramshorn ground will be damp on account that the course of the water ^ykeIn
and springs in these grounds is stopped by a small ridge of whin dykeRamslJorn
which runs through the south parts of the ground and that the removing8
this idea will promote the sale of steadings for buildings on the said
grounds, therefore authorise the magistrates to cause a cut be made
through said whin dyke in Ramshorn ground opposite to the garden
belonging to Hutchesons’ Hospital and also a cut through the said whin
dyke opposite to the yard belonging to the city purchased from the
creditors of Mr. John Baird,1 so as the water may be cleared from Rams-
horn ground.

11 September 1782
The magistrates and council being conveened in order to elect a Daniel

doctor to the Grammer School of Glasgow, in consequence of their act of of
the 14th July last, they by a great majority of votes elected and madethe four
choise of Daniel McArthur, schoolmaster in Glasgow, to be one of the G°amma°r the

doctors of the Grammer School in Glasgow, hereby conferring on him the School.
emoluments and advantages of the said office, but allenerly during the
will and pleasure of the magistrates and council and their successors in
office, who by express condition hereof shall have full power to revoke and
recall this commission whenever they shall judge proper.

Authorise the magistrates to contract on the best terms they can for Magistrates
lighting the lamps in the city for the ensuing year. fo/lWniu"

There was a petition presented in name of John Alaitland, gardner in lamps.
Glasgow, setting furth that he had been a tenant to Hutchesons Hospital Caster’StO

near Miller Street (Zoic?., p. 611), but the work to
result is not stated. This ridge seems to
have extended westward from Craignaught *ent.
along the boundary between Ramshorn and
Meadowflat on the north and Longcroft on
the south.



64 EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS [1782.

Surgeons
memorial f<
purchasing
their lands
delayed.

Report of
committee
correction
house.

these 56 years bygone and had paid his rent punctually except for the
last year, that he had been removed from his possession by the city,
now proprietors of the ground, one year before his tack expired, and had
got no benefit of his dung nor of the last cropt which he expected, that
he was 77 years of age, so reduced and unable to do any thing for himself,
therefore praying to the effect aftermentioned, which petition being read
to and considered by the magistrates and council, they ordain John Brown,
master of work, collector of the cities rents, not to insist against the said
John Maitland for payment of the last years rent he is owing and allow
the said John Brown to take credit therefor as a bad debt.

A memorial from Doctor Wright, physician in Glasgow, anent the
cities purchasing the surgeons lands on the side of the Tron steeple, being
read to the magistrates and council, they delay the consideration thereof
untill next meeting of council.

18 September 1782
There was produced a report from the committee appointed to inspect

1 the correction house whereof the tenor follows:—“We James Brodie,
Walter Stirling, William Craig and Ninian Glen, councillors, and John
Brown, master of work of the city of Glasgow, being the committee
appointed to visit and inspect the correction house of Glasgow and to
report our opinion thereanent, having this day visited and inspected the
said correction house, report to the magistrates and council that we found
31 women confined in two rooms together, about 45 feet in length, and
that there is a room on the stair head of said correction house which
might be made to hold two or three beds for such of the prisoners as are
sick. We also found three back vaults and a brewhouse below which
might be made convenient for confining notorious offenders. We likewise
found a shade which was built for weavers shops, and we are of opinion
that by drawing up vents in these shops they may be made fitt and con­
venient for confining young offenders sent to the correction house, on
being convicted for the first time of small crimes, and who in our opinion
ought to be kept seperated from old and gross offenders, and by this more
rooms will be in the house for confining those of the last mentioned
character. We found no men confined in the correction house at our
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visitation, but we saw three sailors in the hack yard of the correction house
talking with women at the windows in the said house, and we also saw four
men drinking in the correction house, and give it as our opinion that the
master of correction house should be ordered not to allow any men to go
into the back yard so as to converse with the women nor to sell any liquor
in the correction house in time coming, as such practices may he pro­
ductive of bad consequences. And, lastly, we are of opinion that if a
proper hospital could easily be found for receiving sick soldiers then there
would be plenty of room in the correction house for holding delinquents
of all sorts without any alteration whatever. Glasgow, 16 September
1782.” Which report being read to and considered by the magistrates
and council now conveened, they unanimously approve thereof, and
appoint and ordain that the various improvements mentioned in the said
report shall be immediately carried into execution, and recommend to the
master of work to see the work executed. The council also return their
thanks to the gentlemen of the above committee for the trouble they have
taken in the premises, and remitt to the said committee to fix and make
out a sett of rules and regulations to be observed by the master or keeper
of the correction house and by the officer of police.

Appoint Baillies Brodie [and others] as a committee to treat Committee on
with the proprietors of the ground through which the intended roa<l alms house to
from the Almshouse to Ramshorn ground is proposed to be carried and toRamshorn
try if they will give ground necessary for making said road gratis.

On report of the committee on the sawmiln, the magistrates and Sett of saw­
council remitt to the said committee to advertise a sett of the said miln, advertised
the dam thereof not to be raised higher than the skinners dam, for such
purposes as the committee shall judge proper. [The report, as engrossed
in the Report Book, is as follows:—4th September, 1782. Agreeable to
the order of council we have inspected the miln lately used as a saw
miln and are clearly of opinion the same may be turned into a flour miln,
the macheenry of which will coast nearly two hundred pounds, besides
the mason work in making up the damn which cannot be much, and
when fitted up we are of opinion that it would let for £50 per annum, the
tennent keeping all in proper repairs.]

There was produced a report from the committee on the stone quarries Persons who
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have laid rub-belonging to the city, which being considered by the magistrates and
bish on the .. 5? * . . k ‘ ...
face of the council they recommend to the procurator fiscal to prosecute the persons
quames to be WRO Rave laid rubbish on the face of the quarries and to get them ordained
prosecuted, . . 1 n
and quarries to remoye the rubbish with all convenient speed, and approve of the report
to be sett. quoad ultra, and remitt to the said committee to advertise a sett of the

quarries in terms of the said report.
Anent clerks There was produced by the committee on the clerks fees an account of

the said fees, with a report thereanent, which are ordered to lye on the
table untill next meeting of council, so as the members and the clerks
may examine the fees and regulations and suggest anything that may
occur to them to the lord provost, to be considered by the committee and
their opinion reported to the magistrates and council.

Petition and There was produced a petition, dated 1 July last, in name of the
hammermen incorporation of hammermen in Glasgow and subscribed in their behalf
against David Rv James Scott, deacon, setting furth that in October last the petitioners
Paton. . * ’ . EL . . 1

inflicted censure upon David Paton, shopkeeper m Glasgow, one of the
members of their incorporation, for insulting their deacon. That, on 20
December last, the said David Paton applied by petition to the deacon
conveener and members of the conveeners house for redress, and they,
by their sentence pronounced on the 14 March last, rescinded the
sentence complained of and ordained the said David Paton to be restored
to his privileges as a member of the incorporation of hammermen in
Glasgow. That the petitioners thinking themselves leased by this
decision protested against the said sentence of the conveeners house and
appealled to the magistrates and council; and therewith produced an
extract of the proceedings before the said house and papers therein referred
to. Praying, therefore, it might please the magistrates and council to
consider the extract of the proceedings and writes produced with the said
petition, to reverse the sentence of the conveeners house and find that the
petitioners acted properly in censuring David Paton in manner mentioned
in their sentence pronounced against him, and find the said David Paton
liable in the expence of said application. And with the said petition
Mathew Gilmour, writer in Glasgow, procurator for the said incorporation
of hammermen, produced an extract of the proceedings of the hammermen
trade against the said David Paton, dated 26 October last, whereby the 
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said trade enacted and declared that tlie said David Paton ought and
should be classed for the space of three years from and after the date
foresaid of the said sentence, and that during that period he should be
deprived of the privilege of voting in any elections or other affairs of
the said incorporation and did thereby class him accordingly. Also pro­
duced an extract of the petition and appeal taken by the said David Paton
to the deacon conveener and trades house of Glasgow and of their pro­
ceedings, dated 14 March last, whereby the said trades house rescinded the
sentence of the hammermen trade complained of and ordained the said
David Paton, petitioner to the said trades house, to be restored to his
privileges as a member of the incorporation of hammermen in Glasgow,
against which sentence the said James Scott, present deacon of the said
incorporation, for himself and in their name, protested and appealed to the
magistrates and council of Glasgow for redress. [After sundry procedure
and consideration of the statements of parties, the magistrates and council]
unanimously ordained and hereby ordain the incorporation of hammermen
in Glasgow, appealants, to restore the said David Paton to his privileges
as a member of the said hammermen trade, at their ensuing Hallow court,
and adhered and hereby adhere to sentence of the trades house appealed
from quoad ultra.

30 September 1782
Ordain the treasurer to pay to Mrs. Findlay, widow of the deceased Precept, Mrs.

John Findlay, late mason in Glasgow, £74 13s. sterling, due to her by theFindlay*
city for making and repairing different wells in the city and deepning
them, repairing the correction house, and other work and furnishings,
conform to a particular account from 7 March to 3 August last, in which
is included sundry carts of stones of different sizes, and workmens wasres
for building walls surrounding the slaughter house ; (2) Gilbert Bennie. Gilbert
wood seller, £28 7s. sterling for different parcels of stobbs furnished byBennie-
him for the Green of Glasgow, also for inclosing St. Enochs ground and
part of Ramshorn ground, conform to a particular account commencing
in 1781 and ending 2 August last; (3) Mathew Gilmour, extractor in the Mathew
clerks chamber, £1 Is. sterling for his trouble in going to Kirkentilloch Gllmour-
and under form of instrument lodging the presentation granted by the
magistrates and council to the reverend Mr. John M‘Caul to be minister 
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about £400, but that if the houses on the new
grounds were built in a certain way there
would be no need of a drain.

Committee on
John Drews
petition.

Report anent
Ramshorn
ground
approved of.

Committee on
surgeons
memoriall
anent their
hall.

of the Tron Church of Glasgow, with Mr. William. Dun, moderator of
the presbytry of Glasgow, and also £6 sterling as the half of £12 being the
yearly gratuity allowed to the now deceased John Easson, late extractor
in the said chamber, and that on account of the said Mathew Gilmour
his extraordinary trouble in the office during the said John Eassons

Miln & Camp-indisposition; (4) Messrs. Miln and Campbell, jewellers in Glasgow,
£8 19s. sterling for silver virels for the magistrates rodds and cutting
of seals from. 16 March, 1781, to 20 June last.

Remitt to The magitrates and council having resumed the consideration of the
th™saw mibh report of the committee on the sawmiln, of the 18th September current,

relative to converting the said miln into a wheat miln, resolve that the
turning of the said sawmiln into a wheat miln shall be abandoned, and
remitt to the said committee to publish in the newspapers that the said
miln and yard thereto belonging are to be sett by tack for a number of
years to be used for carrying on the business of a wright or cooper, or any
other purposes distinct from a miln.

i On considering the memorial of the surgeons of Glasgow, presented
last council, relative to their offering to sell to the city their lands on
the west side of the Trongate steeple, remitt to the lord provost [and
others] as a committee of council to visit and inspect the surgeons lands
and to consider the state and condition thereof, take an account of the
rents thereof, and to learn from the surgeons the lowest price for which
they will sell the lands, and what part of the Ramshorn ground the
surgeons will purchase from the city for building upon, and appoint the
said committee to report their procedure in the premises to next meeting
of council.

There was produced a report from the committee on Ramshorn
ground, which being read and considered by the magistrates and council
they approve thereof, except as to making the common syver,1 the making
whereof is hereby abandoned, and appoint the said report to be recorded
in the record kept for reports; and authorise the said committee to
advertise in the newspapers the sale of Ramshorn grounds on the terms
mentioned in the said report.

Remitt to John Campbell, esqr., dean of gild, baillie Brodie and
1 The committee had reported that a

drain or common syver from the head of
Queen Street to St. Enoch’s burn would cost
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John Wilson, clerk, to consider the petition this day presented by John
Drew, tacksman of the niiln mailling belonging to the city of Glasgow,
with the tack granted to him, to visit and inspect the grounds and houses
sett to the said John Drew and examine the present state and condition
thereof, to enquire into the circumstances of the said John Drew and to
report their opinion in the premises to first meeting of council.

On considering a memorial this day presented by Mr. William Division of
Porteous, one of the ministers of Glasgow, and another memorial from p^-^lllto
Mr. Robert Balfour, another minister of the said city, both relative to adhered to.
the dividing the city into parishes and alloting certain proportions of
the city to each church, and having reconsidered the division of the said
city into parishes by act of the magistrates and council of the 29th of July
last, they unanimously adhere to the division made by the said act and
appoint and ordain the same to take effect ay and untill the same be
varied by the magistrates and council.

[Robert Douglass, merchant in Port Glasgow, eldest bailie of Port Glasgow Baillie of Port
and Newark.] Glasgow and

J Newark.
1 October 1782

[Patrick Colquhoun, provost, Alexander Brown and John Riddel, of the Election of
merchant rank, and John M'Aslan, of the crafts rank, baillies.] provost and’ ’ ’ 4 oaihes.

4 October 1782
[Thirteen merchants and twelve craftsmen councillors for the ensuing Council

year.] chosen.

9 October 1782
[James M'Grigor, dean of gild; Robert Auchencloss, deacon convener; Deanefguild,

George Buchanan, treasurer; Joseph Scott, bailie, and James Smith, weaver &c-
in Gorbals, conjunct bailie of Gorbals; John Brown, master of work; Robert
Robertson, water bailie; James Finlay, bailie of Provan; John Cuthbertson,
visitor of maltmen; Matthew Gilmour, procurator fiscal; John Wilson and John
Orr, town clerks.]

[Appointments of directors of town’s hospital, annual committee on Directors,
tradesmen’s accounts, committee on public works, Clvde commissioners and committees,
, . . . . , 1 • commis*bridge commissioners.] sioners.
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Major Geills Authorise the magistrates to admitt Major Thomas Geills of the Royal
Ro^'^ur11163 Artillery, in India, and Hercules Ross, esq., of the Island of Jamaica,
gesses. honorary burgesses of the city of Glasgow.

7 November 1782
Committee to The lord provost reported that the committee appointed to consider
treat with surgeous memorial offering to sell their lands on the west side of thesurgeons. c o

Tron steeple to the city, were of opinion that it would be inexpedient to
purchase these lands, hut as the surgeons proposed to purchase part of
Ramshorn ground belonging to the city for building a hall and baths,
which would be usefull and ornamentful to the city, some ease might with
propriety be given to the surgeons in that purchase, provided they will
come under an obligation to the city not to sell their foresaid lands on
the west of said steeple without taking the purchaser bound not to erect
buildings on the said lands higher than those now standing thereon.
Which report being considered by the magistrates and council, they
approve thereof and recommend to the committee to treat with the
surgeons on the amended business and to report.

Committee to Nominate and appoint John Riddell, baillie, and Henry Ritchie,
Blantvres councillor, as a committee of council to settle and adjust lord Blantyres
claim. claim against the city for alledged damages done to his ferry and lands

at Erskin by the operations made on the river Clyde for improving the
navigation thereof.

John Drew [On report by committee on town’s mill mailling proceedings to be taken
to be prose- against John Drew for recovery of rents and a renunciation of his tack to be
cuteu, &c. , , . . Jobtained.j
A map of the Appoint John Brown, master of work, to get one dozen of
gh^n to each Arthurs maps of the city of Glasgow so coloured as to point out the
minister. bounds of each separate parish in the city, and to give one of the said maps

to each of the city ministers.
Money to be Agree to take from Miss Scotts the £350 which they offered to lend
from°Ml«s c^’ an<^ ah° moiiey the writers in Glasgow shall think
Scotts and proper to lend and to grant bonds therefore, the money so to be borrowed

e writers. jjejng applied towards discharging debts owing by the city.
Lord provost Authorise the lord provost in name and on account of the city to
to subscribe
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subscribe £21 sterling to be paid to the chamber of commerce and manu- 20 guineas to
factures, now meant to be instituted at Glasgow, so as the lord provost 0I-corar^ercg
of the city for the time being may be always a member of the society
of the said chamber, on the citys paying thereto £1 Is. yearly.

The annual committee reported that they had read and considered a Report of
state of the case betwixt this city and the partners of Anderston brewary anent appeaj
relative to the impost duty of two pennies Scots on ale and beer brewedln.question

 „ . . . with, brewarby them, in which case the court of session had given a judgment against company.
the city, which is now under appeal to the house of peers, and that they
were of opinion the said state (which was drawn by Air. Hay Campbel!)
was very properly made out except as to a very few particulars which the
committee had directed the clerks to rectify, and that the committee
were of opinion the said state should be printed and the proof taken in
the cause subjoined to the state by way of appendix and that the appeal
should be got discussed as soon as possible, and for that purpose the
magistrates should employ proper counsel and agents on the part of the
city. Which report being considered by the magistrates and council now
conveened they approve thereof and appoint the same to be carried into
execution.

Appoint baillie Alexander Brown, Messrs. William Coats and Gilbert Committee on
Hamilton, as a committee of council to examine the Grammer School School. m F
from time to time for the current year and to report the state thereof 
accordingly.

The committee reported that they had considered a letter from Mr. Report anent
William Coats relative to giving the directors of the fire insurance office hisurance^

in Glasgow some rodds and their fire men some badges, for distinguishing office and
them when employed in extinguishing fires in the city, and that the said wearing
annual committee were of opinion that the directors of the said firebadges’
insurance office ought not only to give their fire men such badges of
distinction as they should judge proper, but also that the directors
themselves should be authorized, at the expence of the proprietors of said
insurance office, to wear rodds painted yellow, at all fires in the city, and
thereby more effectually regulate the conduct of the fire men. Which
report being considered by the magistrates and council they approve
thereof.
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authorize the magistrates to admit and receive the saids Messrs. John
M'Caul and William Taylor burgesses and gild brothers of this city, and
remitt their tines.

The magistrates and council, considering that for remedying the
danger arising to the inhabitants of this city, by the deallers in gun
powder therein keeping considerable quantities of powder in their shops,
cellars and other places in the city, they had out of the funds of the
community and at the request of sundry deallers in gun powder expended
a considerable sum in erecting a powder magazine near to Cowcaddans, on
the north side of the city, and that altho that magazine has for a con­
siderable time past been well and properly finished and made very safe
and commodeous for holding gun powder, yet very little powder has
been lodged in it since its erection, and the magistrates and council being
informed that sundry considerable parcells of gun powder are now kept
by the deallers in that article in their shops and cellars within the city,
whereby the inhabitants are subjected to the danger of being blown up
and their lives and properties destroyed, for remedying whereof the
magistrates and council unanimously enact and ordain that no person or
persons whatever who deall in gun powder within the city shall keep more
than six pound weight of powder at one and the same time in his, her,
or their shops, cellars, warehouses or other repositaries within the city,
and ordain all and every dealler in gun powder within the city of Glasgow
to carry all the gun powder they now have or shall hereafter be possessed
of (except six pound weight to be keept by each dealler) to the foresaid
public powder magazine, there to be kept under the deallers own proper
locks and keys, certifying all dealers in gunpowder that, after intimation
of this act is publicly made in the Glasgow newspapers, strict searches
will be made to discover if any deallers in gun powder keep more than
six pound weight at one time in their possession within the city, and if a
greater quantity shall be discovered the persons in whose custody the same
shall be found will be fined and punished in terms of law.

The magistrates and council, considering that the office of bailliary
to the High Church yard in the city of Glasgow is now vacant by the
death of Mathew Gilmour, late baillie thereof, and that there is a
necessity for having the said vacancy immediately supplied, and the 
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magistrates and council being fully satisfied with the fidelity and capacity
of George Milne, goldsmith in Glasgow, for discharging the duties of the
office of bailliary to the said High Church yard, therefore they unanimously
nominate and appoint the said George Milne to be baillie of the said High
Church yard, during the will and pleasure of the magistrates and council
and their successors in office allenarly; with power to him to exerce the
said office of bailliary and execute all the powers and duties thereto
belonging as amply and fully in all respects as his predecessors in office
have been in use to do; and also with power to the said George Milne,
during his holding the said office of bailliary, to uplift and receive and
to apply to his own use and benefite all the emoluments and advantages
arising- from said office and in use to have been enjoyed by his predecessors
baillies of said High Church yard.

There was presented a letter, subscribed by Messrs. James Sommer-An interim
ville and George Buchanan, junior, merchants in Glasgow, two of the ^fd£50
trust disponees of the deceased Hugh Wyllie, merchant, late provost of Mrs. Wyllie.
Glasgow, importing that the said Hugh Wyllies subjects at home were not
sufficient to pay his debts and that the far greatest part of the subject was
lying in America, from which no remittances had been made since his
death, and that the present situation of his affairs made it necessary an
interim supply should be given to his widow and children until a
remittance from his effects in America should come to hand, and so soon as
it should be received whatever interim supply the magistrates and council
should think proper to give would be refunded out of such remittance;
which being considered they unanimously ordain George Buchanan,
treasurer, to pay to Elizabeth Dunlop, widow of the said Hugh Wyllie,
£50 sterling as an interim supply to her and her family until the
remittances of her late husbands effects from America be made, and
appoint one fourth part of the said sum of £50 to be paid her instantly,
another fourth part thereof on the term of Candlemas next, another fourth
part thereof at Whitsunday next, and the last fourth part thereof on the
term of Lambas next, the whole of said sum so to be paid to be refunded to
the city out of the remittances to be made of the defuncts effects from
America.

The magistrates and council, considering that the public stated Public enter­
tainments at
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sett times entertainments after mentioned, given by this city to the magistrates and
conncil and citizens alone, namely the entertainment called the tail
shaking, the entertainment given by the trades baillie, the entertainment
given at the fair of Glasgow, the entertainment given to the clergy, the
entertainment given to the Grammer School masters, and the entertain­
ment given at dividing the burgess fines, have in no respect the least
tendency to raise the dignity or advance the interest of the community
of the city of Glasgow, therefore the magistrates and council unanimously
enact and ordain that all and each of the foresaid public entertainments
shall in all time coming be discontinued, and the money expended on such
occasions to be applied to more useful and profitable purposes, particularly
the money expended at the tail shakeing is hereby appointed to be applied
in consequence of the magistrates precepts to poor people in cases of
extreme and indigent distress, reserving always to the lord provost and
magistrates full power to entertain strangers or persons likely to be useful
to the community, and in all circumstances where the credite, honor or
dignity of the city is concerned. And whereas great abusses have of late
years creept in, in the mode of giving entertainments on the Kings birth
day, and considering that much profusion and expence on these occasions
have been incurred without the least shadow of benefite to the com­
munity, either in point of interest, honor or dignity, for remedying
whereof the magistrates and council unanimously enact and ordain that on
the King's birth days, in all time coming, the following persons, namely,

Description the magistrates and council, the dean of gild and his house, the deacon
be invited to conveener, his deacons of crafts and the collector to the trades house, the
Kings birth town clerks and their assistants, the stent masters, assessors for the poor,

water baillie, baillie of Provan, visitor of the maltmen, procurator fiscal,
collector of the cess, the city chamberlain, the established clergy in the
city, the preceptors of the towns and Hutchesons hospital and president
of Wilsons charity, the officers of the army, professors in the colledge and
strangers of repute shall only be invited to the council hall to celebrate
the anniversary of his Majesties birth, and prohibite and discharge the
inviting of any other persons whatever.

Committee on The lord provost represented that it appeared to him that some parts
of the towns annual revenue might be encreased by paying due attention

cCalb 111 villi 
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thereto, particularly the rents of the seats in the churches belonging to different
the city, a great part of which are very low rented and as informed bearthedtv?1U
no proportion to the rents at which the seats in the chappel of ease and
others churches in the city not in the establishment are sett at, and his
lordship suggested that a committee of council should be appointed to
consider the state of the rents of the different churches in the city and to
report their opinion to the effect aftermentioned. Which being considered
by the magistrates and council, they unanimously approved of the lord
provosts proposal and nominate and appoint Messrs. George Buchanan,
treasurer, [and others,] as a committee of council, with power to
them to visit and inspect the seats in all the churches in the
city, to call on Robert Phillipshill, collector of the seat rents, to attend
them, to inspect and consider the present rental of the seats and consider
if any additional rent and how much ought to be paid for all or any ot
said seats in time coming, and to report their opinion in the premises on
or before the 1st of February next.

On considering a petition from the proprietors of houses in the New New Vennal
Vennal of Glasgow, craving that the street of the said New Vennal, which to 136 Paved-
is in great disrepair, should be paved at the expence of the city, the
magistrates and council agree to pave the said street on this express
condition that before paving thereof the heritors take down and remove
all the out stairs in the said vennal which encroach upon and straiten
the street of said vennal.

On considering a proposal made by the Tontine society to grant an Auent Ton-
additional security to the citv on the assemblv room and rooms abovetine Society

" . . getting 10
it, and on a shop at the exchange, in security of the payment of the £180 feet ofground
sterling of ground rent payable annually to the city out of the lands they 011 east‘
agreed to dispone to the said Tontine society, and craving that the ten foot
of ground now used as a passage on the east side of the Tontine building,
now erecting by the said society, should be disponed to them as their
absolute property, under the conditions after mentioned, the magistrates
and council agree to accept of the foresaid additional security and to
dispone to the society the foresaid ten foot of ground under the express
burden and condition that in all time coming no building whatever shall
be erected on the said ten foot of ground or any part thereof, and that the 



78 EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS [1782.

said society shall be obliged to pave the whole of the said ten foot of
ground, to keep the said pavement in good repair and always clean and free
from dirt and nastiness in all time coming, and appoint the clerks to make
out a contract betwixt the city and the society accordingly.

18 December 1782
Height of The magistrates and council having revised their act of the ? th of
surgeons -x- -i ■» . ° . . i • i i ,i 4-tenement ^November last, respecting the surgeons building their lands on the west
ascertained. sije of TrorL steeple only to the height the present houses thereon

stand, do now agree that thev and their disponees shall have liberty to
rebuild their tenement on the west side of the said steeple as high as
Mr. Alston’s tenement adjoining thereto on the east, but always on the
terms mentioned in the said act of the 7th of November last.

Committee to Remitt to John Campbell of Clathick, esquire, and James Brodie,
mailling by councillors, and John Wilson, town clerk, the committee formerly
tack. appointed on the towns Miln Mailling to visit and inspect the said

mailling and consider the present state and condition thereof, and how
and in what manner the Monkland canal is intended to be carried through
the said mailling, to publish in the Glasgow newspapers that said mailling
is to be sett in tack for the ensuing cropt and year and for such a number
of years longer as can be agreed on, and authorize the said committee to
grant a tack of said mailling for such space and on such terms as they
shall judge right.

Baillies of the Ordain the baillies of the church yards in this city to see the walls
toXt^hT18 °f the respective church yards under their management be put in repair,
walls re- and for this purpose ordain the bail lies to apply to the several proprietors
paired, &c. -n sajj church yards to repair the dykes thereof opposite their

respective propertvs, and to report to the magistrates the names of the
persons who shall decline or refuse to do so; also ordains the said baillies
in all time coming to keep an exact register of the names and designa­
tions, ages and deceases of all the persons who shall hereafter be hurried
in the foresaid church yards, with the particular dates when they shall
be hurried, and to give in the said record to the magistrates of Glasgow,
on 1st January yearly, and recommend to the keepers of said record to
allow the reverend Mr. William Porteous, one of the ministers of Glasgow,
inspection thereof at all reasonable times ho shall demand the same.



1782]. OF THE BURGH OF GLASGOW. 79

George Buchanan, treasurer, preses of the committee appointed, by Report anent
act of council of the 28th of November last, to consider the state of the£Cat3‘
rents of the seats in the churches in this city and to report their opinion
if the rent of said seats or any of them might be raised and to what
extent, gave in a report subscribed by him as preses of the said committee;
which report being considered by the magistrates and councill now con-
veened, they unanimously approve thereof and enact and ordain the said
report to take effect and be carried into execution in time coming; and
for that effect the said report is now returned to the said Air. George
Buchanan, to the end he may order Robert Philipshill, collector of the
seat rents, to record the said report in the record kept by him of the rents
of the seats in the churches in this city and to the end the setting of said
seats in time coming may be done conform to the said report. And in
respect that the said Robert Philipshall has of late had some additional
trouble relative to the said seats ordain the said George Buchanan,
treasurer, to pay him ten pounds sterling therefor over and above his usual
salary.

Ordain George Buchanan, treasurer, to pay -James Barry, land Order, James
surveyor in Glasgow, £10 sterling, to account of what is due him by theBarry*
city for the trouble he has taken in drawing plans of Ramshorn grounds
and in walking the marches of the royalty with the magistrates, and there­
after getting march stones fixed in some parts of the marches of the
royalty, reserving to consider what further is due to Air. Barry when
he has caused fix properly the march stones yet unplaced.

The magistrates and council enact and ordain that in time coming Public enter-
there shall be no public entertainments, at the expence of this city, given in
in the village of Gorballs, except the collation at the enstalling of the abolished.
baillie of Gorballs, yearly, and the dinner on the first Sunday after the
baillies installment; and in place thereof resolve and agree to lay out and
expend, at the sight and by direction of the master of work, £-30 sterling
towards repairing the Gorball causway, and appoint him to begin the said
repairs whenever he shall think proper and expedient.

Authorize the magistrates to adniitt and receive major General Honorary
Gordon and doctor -John ATFarlane, one of the ministers of Edinburgh. burgC6Ses’
as honorary burgesses of this city.
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Continuation On revising and considering that part of the act of council of the
qi4n°toUpro-y 28 November last respecting Elizabeth Dunlop, widow of Hugh Wyllie,
vest Wyllies merchant, last provost of Glasgow, resolve and agree to continue to her
£m?ly.and the £50 allowed to her and her family by the said act untill such time as

remittances of her deceased husbands effects shall be made from America
to make the supply now granted unnecessary.

Committee on Nominate and appoint James ATGregor, dean of gild, George
grain. Buchanan treasurer, and John Campbell of Clathick, as a committee of

council to consider the present state of the markets for grain and to
report their opinion whether the magistrates and council ought at this
time of scarcity to take any steps for assisting the supply of grain wanted
for this city.

Agree that the two resident baillies in Gorballs shall, in time coming,
be added to the number of persons who are to be invited to solemnize the
anniversary of his Alajestys birth day in this city.

31 December 1782

Two resident
baillies of
Gorballs,
his Majesty’s
birth day.

Report of H'3ri>ir. -Tchn Campbell of Clathick and George Buchanan,
£<ziri:“.:e z.-pointed by act of council of 18 December

i- ’ I'larzczuvlhm die cf grain. and to report their opinion whether
ami cr.nmjiZ ought at this time of scarcity to take any

ripe zi? • --.i.uiiig in *ae supply of grain wanted for this city, gave in a
iitiz- ^-_ii'?iz -he -.mor follows:—•’•'Having with the outmost attention

presen~ state cz the markets, the extent of the supplys
eupe'.’ez. anl the prices now paid by the industrious poor, and having
iez-re us repcrzs of the different large deallers in the city respecting
the cuanrzie? on. hand and expected, this committee are unanimously
of opinion that their is a very serious cause of allarm and that in this
view the necessary exertions of the magistrates in procuring information
and in opening a subscription, and in offering a bounty, was highly
expedient and proper, and that in order to carry on and complete the
system of relief so necessary at this crisis the following plan is with all
defference, recommended to the magistrates and council That the lord
provost and magistrates should he requested and impowered to take
immediate measures for procuring a quantity of oats, oatmeal wheat and 
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peas, but particularly peas, to make up the difficiency which appears to
this committee as most likely to happen, by which at intervals the poor of
this community run the hazard of being without meal. Secondly, that,
in order to make good the unavoidable deficiency which must arrise from
this necessary and unavoidable measure, the subscriptions now going on
should have the sanction, countenance and assistance of the council, and
that in order to encourage the inhabitants to come forward the lord provost
should be empowered to subscribe a sum of money from the funds of the
city, hoping that the other societys in town will also give their assistance
on this pressing occasion. Thirdly, that in order to convince both com-
munitys and individuals that the money now proposed to be raised is
meant to be confined entirely to the relief of the industrious poor, who
suffer in consequence of the present calamity, the proportion of what
money not to be exhausted should be returned to the respective subscribers
and that a declaration of this kind should be made in order to encourage
men of all ranks to come forward. Glasgow, >31 December 1782. Which
report being read to and considered by the magistrates and council now
conveened, they unanimously approve thereof and appoint and ordain the
same to be carried into execution, and in order thereto authorize the lord
provost, in name of the community of this city, to subscribe the sum
of £200 sterling to be paid out of the funds of the city towards making
good the unavoidable deficiency that must arrise at this scarce time by
purchasing meal and grain for the relief of the poor of this community,
agreeable to the foresaid report; and towards the further relief of the
poor recommend to the dean of gild and deacon conveener, with all
convenient speed, to conveen the members of their respective houses and
get authority from them to subscribe what sums they shall judge proper
for the above purpose, and also recommend to the deacon convener to
intimate to the respective deacons of the incorporations in Glasgow the
above report and this act of-council and to recommend to the saids deacons
to conveen the members of their respective incorporations and get
authority from them to subscribe such sums as they shall judge proper for
making good the foresaid deficiency that must arrise from purchasing
grain for the use of the poor of this community; hereby declaring that
the money already subscribed and hereafter to be subscribed for the 
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live market for sale, and to make out such rules and regulations for the
government of said live market as they shall judge proper, and to report
the same to the magistrates and council. Also appoint the saids James
Brodie and John Wilson to consider the fleshers complaint respecting
unfreemen in their corporation, selling vivars in the market on each
day in the week and to report their opinion thereanent to the magistrates
and council.1

Report, dean
of gild and
conveener
anent grain.

9 January 1783
James M'Grigor, dean of srild, and Robert Auchincloss, deacon con-

veener, reported that, in obedience to last act of council, they had con-
veened the members of their respective houses and had got their authority
to subscribe for each house the sum of £200 sterling for the purposes
mentioned in the subscription paper now opened, for making good the
deficiency which might arise in purchasing grain for the use of the
poor of this community, and that they had accordingly subscribed the said
paper for £200 sterling each.

The draught of two bills to be presented in parliament in name of
the magistrates and council, the one for extending the royalty of the city
of Glasgow over the lands of Ramshorn and Meadowflatt and a piece of

Petition for
leave to
bring in two
bills into
parliament,
and commit- ground at the head of the Green, all belonging to this city, and the other
to'reviseTard f°r encreasing the pontage tolls and duties leviable on the old and new
bills. bridges at Glasgow, and the other purposes therein mentioned, being

produced, and there being also produced a petition to the honorable House
of Commons, in name of the said magistrates and council, praying for
leave to bring in the saids two bills to parliament, and the said petition
being read to and considered by the magistrates and council now con-
veened, they unanimously authorize the lord provost to subscribe the same,
which he accordingly did in their presence and at their request, and they
appoint the clerk to transmitt the said petition to Mr. John Seaton,
sollicitor at law, London, agent for this city, to be presented by him to
the honorable the House of Commons at their first meeting, and authorize
and appoint the lord provost, baillie Alexander Brown, James M'Gregor,

1 The following is written on the mar- Ab: Burgh Royal.” [Statute Law of Scot­
gin :—“Note.—By statute vivres may be land, Abridged (1769), p. 34.]
sold on all days by unfreemen. See Kaims
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dean of gild, and John Campbell of Clathick, as a committee of council,
with power to the said committee carefully to revise and consider the
draughts of the foresaid two bills and to make such variations, additions
and improvements thereon as they shall judge proper and to report their
opinion in the premises to the magistrates and council.

The magistrates and council, considering the present scarcity of grain Scarcity of
and the high prices thereof, with the hardships the poor thereby suiter, and
they unanimously empower and authorize the lord provost and magistrates
to concurr with the other royal burrows in an application to parliament
for their authority to stop the consumption of grain by distilling, for a
limited time, to correspond with the conveener of the royal burrows
relative to this matter and to request him to call a meeting of the com­
mittee of royal burrows to consider this matter, and, if the conveener
shall refuse or neglect to call a meeting for the above purpose, to
intimate io him that the magistrates and council will in their own names
apply to parliament to have the distilling of grain into spirits stopped
for a limited time, also recommend to the lord provost and magistrates,
as justices of the peace within this city, to hold courts as often as con­
venient to receive from the officers of excise informations against private
distillers and to execute the laws now in force against them.

There was presented a bill meant to be brought into parliament for Opposition to
establishing a militia in Scotland, and some exceptionable clauses
appearing in the said bill, evidently tending to the hurt and prejudice of bill.
his Majestys leidges, particularly to the royal burrows in Scotland, and to
the manufactories therein carried on, the magistrates and council recom­
mend to and authorize the lord provost immediately to write to the con­
veener of the royal burrows requesting him to conveen the committee
thereof as soon as possible for taking under their consideration the excep­
tionable clauses in the said bill and to concert’ measures with the other
royal burrows for opposing the said bill as it now stands, whenever the
same shall be brought into parliament, and further recommend to the lord
provost to take all proper steps and legal means for getting the excep­
tionable clauses in the said bill thrown out.

Authorize the magistrates to admitt John Campbell, esquire of Blythswuod,
Blythswood, an honorary burgess of this city. burgess andJ v o * gild. brother.
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Master of
work to
employ
tradesmen to
execute the
public work.

The lord provost reported that, in the accounts laid before the meeting
of the annual committee last night, some articles appeared too high
charged, which the master of work said he could have got cheapper
done: therefore and in order to make trial how cheap the towns work can
be got executed, the magistrates and council empower and authorize the
master of work for the space of one year from the date hereof to purchase
and procure such articles as the city stand in need of, for carrying on their
public works, on the best and cheappest terms, and to employ such trades­
men to execute the works as will agree to do the same on the most
reasonable terms.

Precept, Ordain George Buchanan, treasurer, to pay to (1) John Hamilton,
clockmaker in Glasgow, £63 sterling as the agreed price of the clock

jrSnnth made by him and now put up in St. Enochs steeple; (2) John Smith, slater
in Glasgow, £23 5s. sterling for slating the shades of the slaughter house;
also for slating the roof of the session house at St. Enochs church and for
other pieces of slater work and furnishings thereto, conform to account
commencing in October and ending in December both last.

15 January 1783
State of the Andrew Buchanan, chamberlain to the city, produced a state of the
produced^16 f°wns affairs at and proceeding Martimas last, 1782, which is appointed

to lye on the table for the inspection of the magistrates and council until
their next meeting in council.

Bakers, There was produced a memorial and representation, in name of
Gardners311'1 William Steel, deacon of the bakers, John Lang, deacon of the fleshers,
memorial and John Wright, deacon of the gardiners in Glasgow, for themselves
tenngsoldk-rs and in name of the members of their respective incorporations, praying
refused. f0 ]je reHeyed in some measure of quartering soldiers in the city of

Glasgow, which memorial being read to and considered by the magistrates
and council now conveened they by a majority of votes refuse the desire of
said memorial.

John Brown, Considering that the office of preceptor to St. Nicolas hospital in the
St Nicolasf city Grlasg°w is now vacant, by the death of John Easson, late preceptor
hospital. thereof, and that it is necessary the said office should be filled up by a

proper person for discharging the duties thereof, therefor nominate and 
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appoint John Brown, master of work of the city of Glasgow, to be
preceptor of the said St. Nicolas hospital for the insuing year, with power
to him during that space to uplift, collect and receive the few duties,
ground annuals and other revenues now due and payable, and which
during the insuing year shall become due and payable to the said hospital,
to pay the poor men placed thereon their usual and ordinary pensions,
and to execute and exerce the whole power competent by law to the pre­
ceptor of the said hospital, and appoint the said John Brown, with all
convenient speed, to make a state of the affairs of said hospital and an
accompt of the annual income or revenue thereof and how and in what
manner the same shall be applied, and to lay the same before the
magistrates and council for their consideration.

Appoint Wednesday, the 22nd of January current, at 12 o’clock mid- 22nd January
day, for the magistrates and council to meet in councill in the laigh appointed for
council chamber, in order to elect and make choice of a proper person cllusinga
Ji • • , o >i wr ii >1 1 1 • 1 • 1-11 ,! m minister toto be minister of the .Northwest church and parish in Glasgow, the otnceNorthwest
of ministry for that church and parish being now vacant by the resignation cllurch.
of the reverend doctor Robert Finlay, late minister thereof.

22 January 1783
John Brown, master of work, who was upon the 15th January current Rental of feu

elected preceptor of St. Nicolas Hospital in Glasgow, produced a rental payabie&tc>’

of the yearly feu duties or ground annuals payable to the said
whereof the tenor follows: —

hospital, Saint Nicolas
x hospital.

The town of Glasgow pays for their lands called Linnings
Haugh, 3i bolls oatmeal, computed at £7 10s. Scots
per boll,

Ditto for some houses in Glasgow,
The colledge for their lands in Dowhill, 3 bolls of meal,
Ditto for the colledge manse,
Provost Dunlop for his lands in St. Enochs croft, 1 boll

1 firlot 1£ peck of beer,
The successors of Mr. Rae of Tunnochside for their lands

near the head of Glasgow Green,

£26. 5 0
7 0 0

22 10 0
7 0 0

9 18 0

15 0 0

Carry forward, £87 13 0
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Brought forward, T87 13 0
John Wilson, gardner, for his house and yard in Howgate,
William Woddrows heirs for their lands in St. Enochs

6 13 4

croft, 10 pecks of beer,
Messrs. Donaldson and Muirhead for their lands at the

4 13 9

mouth of Gray friar Wynd, 9 0 0
Matthew Machans lands in Kirkgate. 3 0 0
Mrs. Starks lands at the head of Drvgate, 1 13 4
William Bowies land there, 2 0 0
Malcolm Knox and William Wilsons lands in Kirkgate. 3 3 4
William Ritchies lands in Drygate, 1 11 0
James Stevens lands in Rottenrow, 0 8 0
John Moody, gardner, for his yards, 5 0 0
Deacon Campbell, gardner, his lands in Stable Green, ... 4 13 4
The taylor trade for the Deanside yard, ...
The lands in Saltmarket which belonged to Deacon Fulton,

3 6 8

coppersmith, and his mother-in-law, ...
The lands beneath the Wynd head, which belonged to

John Robertson, writer, now to Gavin Black,

3 0 0

merchant,

N.B.—There is paid yearly by the preceptor of the hospital

3 6

.£139 2

8

5

to the four poor men therein,... .£128 0 0

Preceptor Which rental being read to and considered by the magistrates and
the^'ic-0 council now conveened, they appoint and ordain the said John Brown,

tual in kind, preceptor, to procure a book and to record therein the foresaid rental
thereof which is now redelivered to him, and also to record in the said book all the
according to transactions which hereafter shall arise relative to the affairs of the said
flara”' L hospital and to produce to the magistrates and council at their first

meeting, in the months of January or February, yearly, a fair and true
state of the annual revenue of said hospital and of his debursements furth
thereof, to be examined by them or a committee appointed by them for
that purpose; and further appoint and ordain the said John Brown, pre­
ceptor, either to levy the meal and beer mentioned in the foregoing rental
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payable out ol the lands therein mentioned to the hospital now due and
to grow due in time coming, in kind or the ipsa corpora thereof, or to
levy the value thereof in money at the rate of the fiars struck by the
commissary of Glasgow for the years in which the said meal and bear fell
due and in which the same shall fall due in time coming.

The magistrates and council unanimously authorized the lord provost, Two peti-
in their names, to subscribe two petitions to the honourable the House of tlons to ,J.®r . presented to
Commons for liberty to bring in a bill for extending the royalty of the parliament.
city of Glasgow over the lands of Ramshorn and Aleadowflatt, purchased
by the city from the patrons and preceptors of Hutchesons Hospital in
Glasgow, and over a piece of ground at the head of the New Green of
Glasgow purchased by the city from Colin Rae of little Govan, and other
purposes therein mentioned, and likewise for liberty to bring in a bill for
encreasing the pontage tolls, rates and duties leviable on the old and new
bridges at Glasgow, and other purposes therein mentioned, and accordingly
the lord provost subscribed the said two petitions in presence and by
appointment of the magistrates and council, who recommended it to his
lordship to transmitt the said petitions to Air. Crawford of Auchineams
the member of parliament for this city, to be by him presented to the
honorable the house of commons.

The lord provost represented that in a day or two he expected he
would be possessed of several copies of the militia bill for Scotland, pro- and propriety
posed to be brought into parliament, that immediately on receipt of these destilKnes
copies he would distribute the same among the members of council so
as they might carefully consider the heads of the said bill and be prepared members* of
to give their opinions thereanent at a meeting of council to be held on Aounc11 a.ndxn 1 7 the merchants
the 29th January current, for the consideration of the said bill. The and trades
lord provost also represented that there was to be a meeting of the annualll0USCS‘
committee of the royal burrows to be held at Edinburgh on the 31st
January current, in order to take under their consideration not only the
heads of the foresaid militia bill but also how far it is proper to apply
to parliament for their authority to stop the distilling of grain at this
scarce season into spirits for a Emitted time, that his lordship meant to
attend the said meeting of royal burrows, but that previous thereto he
wished to have the instructions of the magistrates and council and of the 
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Archibald
Bonner,
minister of
Ramshorn
church.

Committee to
procure sub­
scriptions for
purchasing
grain.

merchants and trades houses in Glasgow with regard to what line of
conduct he should take at the toresaid meeting, relative to the said militia
bill and the application for stopping distilleries. Which representation
being considered by the magistrates and council they recommend to the
dean of gild and deacon conveener to call a meeting of their respective
houses and to lay before them the foresaid militia bill and to state to
them the intention of an application to parliament for stopping destilleries
for a limitted time, so as they may take these matters under their serious
consideration and give their opinions what is necessary and proper to be
done thereanent to the magistrates and council, at their foresaid meeting
to be held on the 29th January current; further recommend to the
members of council, on the 28th January current, to give in to the
magistrates any observations that may occur to them on considering
the foresaid militia bill and the propriety of an application to parliament
for stopping destilleries for a limitted time.

Nominate and appoint Messrs. Henry Ritchie, Alexander Lotv,
t. Richard Marshall, Alexander M‘Caul and Walter Neilson, as a committee

of council, with power to them and each of them to sollicite subscriptions
from the inhabitants of this city for the purpose of purchasing meal and
grain for the relief of the poor therein, and appoint Mr. Ritchie to be
conveener of said committee.

The lord provost produced a table of custom house fees which had been
sent him from Edinburgh, and the same was delivered to the dean of gild 

house for their consideration and their resolutions thereanent to be com­
municated to the magistrates and council.

A motion being made and seconded that the election of a minister
for the Northwest or Ramshorn church and parish, for which this day was
appointed, should be delayed, and a vote being put to proceed in the
election or delay the same, and the roll of the members being called and
votes marked, it was carried by a majority of votes to proceed to the
election of a minister to the said church and parish. Thereafter the
magistrates and council, considering that they, by their act of the 15th
of January current, had iippr/mial ihh day for electing a minister to the
said church and parish and that the election was now appointed to be

Table of
custom house
fees to be
considered by to whom it was recommended to lay the said table before the merchants
ihomerchants
house.
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proceeded in, they therefore did and hereby do unanimously elect and
make choice of the reverend Mr. Archibald Bonner, minister at Newburn,
in the county of Fife, to be minister of the said Northwest or Ramshorn
church and parish thereof, in room and place of the reverend Dr. Robert
Finlay, late minister of the said church, who has resigned his charge
thereof, and a presentation being made in favors of the said Archibald
Bonner the same is subscribed of the date hereof by the magistrates and
council now conveened and whereof the tenor follows: [here follows
presentation in terms similar to that printed antea pp. 40, 41.]

Nominate and appoint John M‘Aslan, present baillie, [and others,] Committee to
as a committee of council to take all proper and legal methods for getting
the reverend Mr. Archibald Bonner, minister at Newburn, in the county settled as
of Fife, loosed from his charge as minister of Newburn and settled as^en Xorth"
minister in the Northwest or Ramshorn church in Glasgow, in virtue ofwest ehureh.
the presentation in his favors signed this day by the magistrates and
council.

29 January 1783
The magistrates and council give it as their opinion that the distilling Resolutions

of grain into spirits should be stopped for a limitted time, and as there is
to be a meeting of the committee of royal burrows at Edinburgh on theand distilling
31st J anuary current, at which the lord provost is to attend, so it is recom- ° spirits‘
mended to his lordship that if he finds the committee of the royal burrows
are of opinion that a prohibition of distilling grain into spirits over
Britain should be applied for to parliament, that in that event his lord­
ship, in name of this community, concurr with the royal burrows in a
proper application for the above purpose. Thereafter the magistrates and Militia bill.
council having read and considered the heads of a bill meant to be brought
into parliament intitled “ a bill for the better ordering the fencible men
in that part of Great Britain called Scotland,” they unanimously dis­
approve of the said bill, several of the clauses therein appearing to them
to be unnecessarily hurtfull to the trade and manufactures of Scotland.
At the same time they approve of a proper militia bill, grounded upon
such principles as may answer the ends proposed with as little incon­
venience as possible to the trading and manufacturing interests of this
country.
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Table of There was laid before the council a table of custom house fees which
fees dis- is soon to be considered by the committee of royal boroughs, which table
approved of. being considered by the magistrates and council they unanimously

disapprove of the said table and authorize the lord provost [and] dean of
guild to act in that matter at the meeting of royal burrows to be held on
the 31st January current as they shall judge proper.

Petition for There was a petition presented in name of and subscribed by the
oHhenorth- owners houses and lands and inhabitants in the north quarter of
west quarter Glasgow, complaining of the steepness of the ascent near the head of the
sidered°bya High Street leading from the cross to the Metropolitan Church, and pro­
committee. posing to take about three feet off the highest part of the ascent, and to

raise in a small degree that part of the street from a little above Bunswynd
to the foot of the brae, and engaging to open a public subscription for
defraying the expence of the proposed improvement; which petition being
read and considered by the magistrates and council they nominate and
appoint baillies John Robertson and James Brodie, and the master of
work, as committee of council, Mr. Brodie to be conveener, with power to
them to consider the foresaid petition and the improvement thereby pro­
posed, to meet and converse with the petitioners thereanent and to report
to the magistrates and council their opinion how far the improvement
proposed can be executed without hurting individuals and what the
expence of the execution may cost.

Committee to Nominate and appoint baillie Alexander Brown [and others] as a
heritor^of^6 comrQibtee of council with power to them to visit and inspect the road
ground proposed to be made from St. Nicolas Hospital through the Ramshorn
whieh’aroad grounds, to meet with the heritors of the ground betwixt St. Nicolas
Vin'S-l ’ hospital an(l Ramshorn ground through which the said road is proposed
tai*n^Rams5-1 1° bo carried, and also with the trustees on the Monkland Canal, to
hom ground converse with them with respect to the making of the said proposed
is to bo made, inti • n . 1&c. road, the expence thereof, and what part of the said expence the Canal

company will pay.
Committee to There was a petition presented from John King, fresher, tacksman of
Kim's ned°,in Par^ ^roun(^s belonging to the city at the head of the New Green,
tionanent praying that a part of the ground possessed by him next to David Allans
ground sett lands may be ordered to be inclosed with a stone dyke; which petition
to him.
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being read to and considered by the magistrates and council they authorize
and appoint John Wilson, clerk, and the master of work to consider the
foresaid petition, visit and inspect that part of the ground wanted to be
enclosed, to converse with the said David Allan, the adjacent heritor,
with respect to the inclosing, and to report their opinion in the premises
to the magistrates and council.

12 February 1783
The magistrates and council, considering that on their petition to the Auent apply-

honorable the House of Commons they have given liberty to bring in amentto3*111
bill for annexing- the lands of Kamshorn and others belonging to the citvaPP°]nt .
to the royalty thereof, and also for regulating the police of this city, and the city.
judging it may be expedient (if the merchants and crafts ranks approve of
it) to introduce a clause in the said bill for the authority of parliament
to nominate and appoint 40, 30, or 25 proper and fitt persons to watch
the streets in the city of Glasgow, in the night time, and to prevent
irregularitys, disorders and disturbances from being committed thereon,
by which mode the peace and quiet of the city will be established and the
lives and properties of the inhabitants protected, the magistrates and
council therefor recommend to the dean of gild and deacon conveener to
conveen the members of their respective houses and to lay before them the
proposed plan of establishing watchmen in this city and to request the
opinion of the members of the said two houses how far they approve of
the said plan, and if they do, if it will be proper for the magistrates
and council to apply to parliament for their authority to levy a tax, not
exceeding 24 per cent, on the rents of all houses, shops and warehouses
within the city, not under but above £2 sterling of rent per annum,.
to be paid by the possessors thereof, towards defraying the expence of
the foresaid watchmen, and recommend to the dean of gild and deacon
conveener to report the opinion of their respective houses to the
magistrates and council.

There was read to the magistrates and council a memorial for David Committee on
Young, relative to his bringing water into the citv of Glasgow, which1Xlvld ^ungs
being considered by the magistrates and council, they remitt to Johuanent
Campbell of Clathick, esquire, [and others,] to consider the said memorial, ^ater into

the city.
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to meet and converse with the said David Young on the subject matter
thereof and to report their opinion in the premises to the magistrates and
council.

Considering that widow Paterson, sister of the late Mrs. Gardner,
one of the cities annuitants, now deceased, has offered to sink in the hands
of the magistrates and council the sum of £100, never to be repaid, on
her receiving from the city an obligation to pay her an annuity of £10
sterling vearlv during her lifetime, and has further offered to lend the
city £100 sterling on their bond, for repayment and bearing interest at
5 per cent., the magistrates and council agree to accept of the said two
sums on the terms before mentioned.

28 February 1783
The lord provost, after stating the procedure that had been made in

regard to the two bills proposed to be brought into parliament, the one
regard to two for extending the royalty and improving the police of the city, and the

other for reimbursing this community for the annual loss of the money
expended by the community in building the new bridge, moved that the
magistrates having laid before the public the sketches of the said two bills
for their advice and correction, have done their duty to the community;
and, secondly, that the farther proceedings in these two bills and the
farther consideration thereof should be delayed sine die. Which motions
being considered by the magistrates and council they unanimously approve
thereof and agree thereto, and also unanimously return the thanks of the
council to the lord provost and magistrates for their care, assiduity and
attention relative to the said two bills.

The magistrates and council add John Campbell of Clathick, esqr.,
and George Buchanan, treasurer, to the former committee of the
magistrates and council appointed to transact with the proprietors of the
Monkland Canal with regard to the road intended to be made from St.
Xicolas Hospital to Ramshorn ground, and authorise the said committee,
on the part of the city, to conclude a bargain with the proprietors of the
said canal, or their committee on the following terms, viz., that the city
shall pay one half and the canal company the other half of the expence of
purchasing ground for making the foresaid road of the breadth of forty
foot and causewaying the said road 24 feet broad.
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The magistrates and council ordain George Buchanan, treasurer, to Precept to
pay to M‘Kenzie and company, painters in Glasgow, the sum of £100 & qo

sterling in full payment of their account for £116 Os. Gd. sterling charged
by them against the city for paintings and papering in the clerks chamber
of Glasgow, gilding the vane, cross and ball of St. Enochs church, painting
the outside of the steeple thereof, and for putty, painting of windows,
painting and gilding four dials in St. Enoch’s Church and other
furnishings and work performed to the city, conform to a particular
account commencing 20th October [1781] and ending 12th November 1782.

26 March 1783
[Approved of the granting of three bonds for £2,000 each, the sums Bonds for

in which] had been and were to be applied towards paying the price ofp®^a^<r
grain purchased by the magistrates and the committee of council for the grain.
supply of the inhabitants and relief of the poor in the city of Glasgow at
this scarce season . . . and agree that the sums therein contained
shall be considered as debts affecting the funds of the community.

John M‘Aslan, seedsman in Glasgow, delivered to the town clerks a John
disposition dated 13th March current of that half acre of ground in disposition of
Grubs, surrounded by the towns lands of Ramshorn, in favors of theaare °f
magistrates and council and their successors in office, for behoof of the bond to him
community of the city, which half acre of ground was purchased by thetorPrice-
magistrates and council from the said John M‘Aslan in April 1772, when
they entered to the possession thereof, and the price of the same with
interest due thereon at this date, together with £9 sterling of damages
allowed the said John M‘Aslan for dispossessing him of part of Ramshorn
ground sett to him by tack before expiration thereof, amounts to the sum
of £190 8s. 9d. sterling, and he having now advanced and paid to Andrew
Buchanan, chamberlain to the city of Glasgow, the sum of £9 Ils. 3d.
sterling, making with the price of the foresaid half acre of ground,
interest thereof and damages allowed as aforesaid, the sum of £200
sterling, the magistrates and council of the date hereof have subscribed
and delivered to the said John M‘Aslan a bond for the said sum of £200
sterling, payable at Whitsunday 1784, under a fifth part of the said
principal sum of penalty, and bearing annual rent from the date hereof 
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unfill payment, and the magistrates appoint the clerks to take infeftment
on the foresaid disposition and to lay the same with the seasin among
the towns papers.

Report, com- The committee appointed to inspect and examine the Grammer School
of Glasgow reported that they had once in each of the last four months,

the Grammer along with six of the professors in the university, visited and examined
approvenof. the said school and numbered and registrated the place of the different

hovs in each class in a book, in order to judge of their different degrees of
proficiency at the general examination and distribution of prizes, in
September: that the masters appeared to them, the said committee, to be
faithful, carefull and diligent, and that the boys were making good
proficiency in their education, but as two of the classes were very
numerous, the committee gave it as their opinion that in time coming
whenever the number of boys in any one class in said school exceeds 50,
the master or teacher of such class should in time coming be obliged to
teach one third of the number in the class, being the worst schollars, an
hour longer each day than the former time of teaching. Which report
being considered by the magistrates and council they approved thereof
and ordain each of the masters in the said Grammer School to conform to
the said report and carry the same into execution in time coming.

David The magistrates and council, being conveened in order to elect a
dected one of ^oc^or or mas^er t° ^le Grammer School of Glasgow, in room and place
the .masters of William Bald, late one of the doctors of the said school, now deceased,
merSchooL*' a great majority of votes elected and made choice of David

Allison, school master in Gorbals, to be one of the doctors or masters of
the said Grammer School in room and place of the said William Bald,
hereby conferring on him, the said David Allison, the emoluments and
advantages arrising from the said office, but allenarly during the will and
pleasure of the magistrates and council and their successors in office,
who by express condition hereof and by special agreement with the said
David Allason shall have full power to revoke and recall the present
election of the said David Allason as a doctor or master of the said
Grammer School and to dispose of the office now conferred on him at their
pleasure and whenever they shall judge proper.

Bond of [Subscribed bond of annuity to Mary Paterson, widow of lieutenant James
annuity to
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Paterson of the late Sir
lifetime, in exchange for

John Bruce’s regiment, for £10 yearly during her Mary Pater-
£100 sunk with the town.] son‘

Resolve and agree to few the towns Miln Mailling, as last possessed Towns Miln
D , •I l -i Mauling toby John Drew, by public roup, to be held m the laigh council chamber be fewed by

of Glasgow, on Wednesday the 16th April current, betwixt the hours of publlc roup.

12 and 2 of that day, and appoint the roup to be advertised in the Glasgow
news papers, and that if the lands are not fewed they will be sett for a
grass cropt this year, or by tack for a number of years, as can be agreed
on, and authorize the magistrates, dean of gild and deacon conveener, or
any four of them, to form and subscribe the articles of roup, and if the
lands are not purchased the day of the roup, to sell them for a grass cropt
this year, or in tack for a number of years on such terms as they shall

12 April 1783
There was presented a petition in name of the trustees on Cambuslang Petition for

road, praying the city would allow them some money towards repairing Cambnslang
part of the said road, the desire of which petition the magistrates and road refused.
council refused.

Robert Auchincloss, deacon conveener, presented an extract from fheAnentnm
records of the trades house of Glasgow, whereof the tenor follows:— the records

“ At Glasgow, the 3rd March 1783 years. Which day, conveened Robert bouse con^eS

Auchincross, deacon conveener, John M'Aslan, present baillie, most part of the cerning two
deacons and other members of the trades house of Glasgow, the whole being tobe^brouXt
warned to attend this meeting as was verified by the officer to the house. The into parlia-
said day the several deacons, members of the said trades house, in compliance menL-
with the act of 28th February current, gave in the opinions of their respective
incorporations, all of them disapproving of the heads of the two bills meant
to be brought into parliament for extending the royalty of the city of Glasgow
and regulating the police thereof and for encreasing the pontage leviable on
the two bridges at Glasgow, which opinions being read to and considered by
the house, they unanimously approve thereof and resolve that the moving in
the said bills shall be delayed sine die ; and recommend to the deacon conveener
and his successors in office to make known to the house whenever the magistrates
and council intend to move in the said bills. Also remitt to and appoint the

G
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deacon conveener, in name of the house, to request the magistrates and council
that when they feu, sell or dispone any part or parts of the lands of Ramshorn
and Meadow flatt, or grounds at the head of the New Green, lately purchased
from Colin Rae and intended to be annexed to the present royalty of Glasgow,
they make it an express condition that the said grounds and possessors thereof
shall be included in the present royalty of Glasgow, and that the proprietors
and possessors of the said grounds shall be obliged to enter burgcses of the said
city and freemen of the respective incorporations therein, whose trades or
professions they shall profess and carry on, in the same manner as if they
resided within the present royalty. Extracted from the records of the trades
house of Glasgow upon this and the preceding page by (signed) John Wilson.”

Which extract above inserted being read to the magistrates and
council now conveened, a vote was put whether to proceed to the con­
sideration of the matter stated in the said extract or delay the same, and
the roll of the members being called and votes marked, it carried by a
majority of votes to proceed. Thereafter a motion was made and seconded
that it is the opinion of this meeting, as the magistrates and council
purchased the lands mentioned in said extract free of any restriction
whatever, they have full right to sell that property without laying
restrictions of any sort upon the purchasers and in general to dispose of
the whole of the cities property to the best advantage for the public good,
without following the directions of any community whatever; and a vote
being put to approve of the said motion or not, and the roll of the
members being called and votes marked, it was carried by a great majority
approve of the said motion; against which procedure and vote the said
Robert Auchincloss, deacon conveener, protested and took instruments
in the hands of the clerk, the reasons of which protest he said he would
afterwards give in, and to which protest Messrs. George Buchanan,
Walter Lang, Robert Arthur and James Muirhead, four of the members
of council, adhered.

Submission to Authorise and empower John Riddell, esquire, present baillie, and
into with^ ^r- Henry Hitchie, councilor, on the part of the magistrates and council,
lord Blan- to enter into a submission with the right honorable lord Blantyre, sub-
tyre‘ mitting any claim his lordship may have against the magistrates and

council for damages alledged to have been sustained by him by the
operations made by the city of Glasgow in improving the navigation of
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the river Clyde, and all objections competent to the said magistrates
and council against such claim, to the determination of George Oswald,
esqr., of Scotstoun, and Air. Robert Lees, merchant in Greenock, arbiters
mutually chosen by the parties, and to bind the magistrates and council
and their successors in office to fullfil the award to follow on the said
submission.

The magistrates and council, considering that the right of presenta-Robert Muir
tion to the office of bibliothecarius or library keeper to the colledge of librarian^
Glasgow was in their sole gift, bv the original deed of donation of Air.
Thomas Hutcheson of Lambhill, bearing date the 13th Alay, 1641, under
the particular provisions, conditions and limitations therein mentioned.
and that altho the original right of presentation had been altered by
agreement between the college and the magistrates and town council, in
so far that for many years past they have been in use to present a person
alternately to that office to be held by him for four years in consequence
of the college having encreased the salary to 400 from 200 merks yearly:
yet by a recent agreement entered into between the college and the
magistrates and council, the said agreement of presenting alternately
was cancelled and the sole right of presenting to the said office was
again vested in the magistrates and town council in terms of the foresaid 
original deed of donation and in terms of an act of council dated the
28th February, 1782, proceeding on a memorial from the college therein
narrated; therefore the magistrates and town council nominate and
present Robert Aluir, student of divinity in the college of Glasgow, to be
bibliothecarius or library keeper to the college of Glasgow for four years
from the commencement of the present session, in terms of the said
original deed of donation of Air. Thomas Hutcheson, with a salary of
200 merks yearly to be paid by the said college, and in terms of the
said act of council of the 28th February 1782, by which it is declared
that the said library keeper shall be subjected to no charge but that of
keeping the books belonging to the college in their old library, and that
the college are. to have the sole right of appointing a librarian to their
new library for such time and with such salary as may to them seem
proper, and ordain the clerks to give the said Robert Aluir a formal
presentation by way of extract.
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Tack of part
of the Old
Green to
Bouse and
Hanna.

3 July 1783
Ordain the treasurer to pay to (1) Richard Marshall and Company,

merchants in Glasgow, £66 7s. sterling for sundry quantities of claret,
madeira, sherry and port, furnished and delivered by them to the city,

honorary burgess of the citv of Glasgow.•7 0 v D

There was presented a petition in name of the magistrates of Renfrew,
setting fufth that their ferry quay at Blarthill had been hurt and
injured by the jettees placed below and above the quay, for improving

the millers on the navigation of the river Clyde, which made it necessary to lengthen
said quay and carry it farther out into the river, and that it would take
£25 sterling to lengthen the said quay. There was also produced another
petition, in name of the miliars on Kelvin water, setting furth that by
the operations on the river Clyde the mouth of the said Kelvin water was
choaked up by a sand bed, which had gathered therein: and both petitions
concluding for redress. Which two petitions being read to and considered
by the magistrates and council now conveened. tl ey nominate and appoint
•James M‘Grigor, dean of guild, [and others, J a committee of council,
with power to them to visit, examine and inspect the ferry quay at
Blarthill, with the jettees below and above it, as also the mouth of Kelvin
water, to call .John Bennett, overseer of the river Clyde, and any trades­
men they shall judge proper to attend them at the said inspection and
examination, and to report their opinion if by the operations on the said
river Clyde any damages have been done to the said quay and mouth of
Kelvin water, and if so what reparation ought to be made to the town of
Renfrew and the miliars on Kelvin.

Authorize the magistrates to grant a tack to Gavin Bonze and John
Hanna, fleshers in Glasgow, and their heirs, secluding assignees and sub­
tenants of the grass cropts of that part of the Old Green of Glasgow
lying on the south side of the ropework companys walk through the said
Green, together with the grass of that small piece of said Green betwixt 

Precept,
R. Marshall
and Com­
pany.

R. Chapman, upon the 1st and 5th April and 4th June last; (2) Chapman and Duncan,
printers in Glasgow, £12 sterling for sundry advertisements published in
their news papers from 9th May 1782 to 8th May last.

^da™ fc b Admitt and receive Adam Haabert, esqr., commander of the ship
gess and’gild Ganges, belonging to the Royal East India Company at Copenhagen, an
brother.

Committee on
the petitions
for the magis­
trates of Ren­
frew and
1
Kelvin.
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the west end of the rope walk- and the tenement of (blank) Lawson in
J umaica Street; as also the grass cropts of that piece of ground lying on
the north side of the river Clyde and on the south side of Clyde Street,
betwixt the old and new bridges of the city of Glasgow, and that for ten
years from and after (blank) last, to be possessed allenarly for the purpose
of feeding sheep and lambs and the tenants riding ponies and for no other
purpose whatever; but always with and under this provision and condition
that it shall be leesonie and lawful to the magistrates and council and their
successors in office to sell, few or dispone all or any part of the ground
whereof the grass is to be sett as aforesaid to such person or persons and
at all times as they shall judge proper; and upon such sale the said Gavin
Bouse and John Hanna shall be bound and obliged to quit and upgive
and immediately remove from the possession of the ground which shall
be so fewed or sold, they always getting deduction out of the rent after-
mentioned of a proportion thereof eft’eiring to the quantity of ground sold,
and in the tack to take the tenants bound to pay the city .£10 sterling of
yearly rent, payable at Martimass yearly, beginning the first years
payment at Martimass 1783; also to take them bound to enclose the said
Old Green in a proper and sufficient manner with stobs and to maintain
and uphold the same and keep the said Green properly inclosed on their
own charges and expences during the whole space of the tack, and to leave
the said Green properly inclosed and fenced at the expiration thereof ; also
to maintain and uphold the railling of the foresaid ground betwixt the old
and new bridges of Glasgow placed on the south side of Clyde street and
to keep the railling in good, proper and sufficient repair, on their own
charges and expences, during the space of the tack, and to leave the same
in like good order and repair at the expiration thereof, and to remove
without warning at Candlemass 1793.

Baillie Brown produced and read to the council several letters wrote Thanks of the
by the lord provost to the magistrates explaining the trouble he had taken tTth^h'rd
in parliament in sundry matters beneficial to this country and the success provost.
he had therein, which being considered by the magistrates and council
now conveened they unanimously return their thanks to the lord provost
for his spirited and judicious exertions, unremitted attention and
unwearied diligence in promoting and encouraging the trade and manu­
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factures in Scotland in general and of this city and neighbourhood in
particular, more especially during his residence for the last four months
in London.

Form of com- There was produced to the magistrates and council an extract of an
ruSn° elder ac^ geiiera^ [assembly] of the church of Scotland, dated 2 June 1783,
to the general certified by John Drysdale, clerk to said general assembly, containing
asscmhh. forms of the commissions which are in future to be given to com­

missioners from the royal burrows to said general assembly; which being
read the same was ordered to be ingrost in the council records, the tenor
of which follows : —

“ Form of commissions from burghs. At . . . the . . . day of
. . . years. The which day, the magistrates and town council of . . .
being conveened in council, betwixt the hours of one and eight in the evening,
in order to elect their representative to the ensuing assembly, pursuant to a
resolution entered into their minutes on the . . . day of . . . did
and hereby nominate and appoint . . . ruling elder, their commissioner
to the next general assembly of this church, indicted to meet at . . . the

day of . . . next to come, or when and where it shall happen to
sitt; willing him to repair thereto, and to attend all the diets of the same, and
there to consult, vote and determine in all matters that come before them, to
the glory of God, and the good of His church, according to the word of God,
the confession of faith, and agreeable to the constitution of this church, as he
■will be answerable; and that he report his diligence therein at his return there­
from. And it is hereby testified and declared that the said . . . is an
elder of this church lawfully ordained, and hath signed the formula enjoined
by the eleventh act of assembly 1691, and is every other way qualified to be a
member of assembly, and likewise that he is (a residenter in the said burgh)
or (an heritor in the said burgh) or (an heritor in the bounds of the presbytery
of . . . within which the said burgh lies), or (has formerly resided and
officiated as an eldei’ in the said burgh) or (presbytry of . . . within which
the said burgh doth lie), according to the acts of assembly; and in particular
that he is of an unblemished character, circumspect in his walk, regular in
giving attendance on the ordinances of divine institution, and behaves in
other respects agreeable to his office; all "which the magistrates and town council
have attested on proper information. Extracted by . .

Dorm of [commissions from] burghs in the case of an after-election of
a commissioner in the place of one formerly chosen: —
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At . . . the . - . day of . . years. The which day the
magistrates and town council of . . . being conveened betwixt the hours
of one and eight in the evening (here the occasion of the new election to be
narrated) did and hereby do nominate and appoint in his place
ruling elder, their commissioner to the next general assembly; and it is hereby
testified and declared that the said . . . is (a residenter in the said burgh)
or (an heritor in the said burgh) or (an heritor in the bounds of the presbytry
of . . . within which the said burgh lies) or (has formerly resided and
officiated as an elder in the said burgh) or (presbytery of . . . within
which the said burgh lies), and that he is in all other respects qualified in the
same manner as their former commissioner, in whose room he is chosen, which
the magistrates and town council do attest on proper information.

23 July 1783
The commtitee appointed to consider the petition presented, on the Report of the

29th January last, by Ninian Glen, wright in Glasgow, John and Robert ^g‘nt\lower.
Tennents, maltmen there, relative to lowering the steepness of the cause- ’.no street

, from Burrell?
way leading from the east end of the Kottenrow Street and the north hall to the
end of the bell of the brae at Wyndhead to Colquhouns house and Burrells bel1 of rlie
Hall, reported that they had met and conversed with the said Ninian Glen Wyndhead.
and several others, the subscribers of the said petition, upon the said street
intended to be lowered, and had conversed with them thereanent; that the
said petitioners had agreed to deburse the expence of cutting and carrying
away the rubbish and redd from such parts of the foresaid line of street
from Colquhouns house upwards, as required to be lowered and lessened
in point of height, and also to be at the expence of cutting and carrying
away the rubbish to be taken oh by them for levelling the said Rottenrow
street, for about 200 yards from the Wyndhead upwards, the magistrates
and council being at the expence of raising and laying again the causewav
from about Burrell’s Hall upwards to the bell of the Wyndhead and from
that up the said Rottenrow Street the length aforesaid, and further that
they the said petitioners were willing to grant an obligation in legal form
to free, relieve and indemnify the magistrates and council, and their
successors in office, of any damages that might arise to the heritors and
possessors of lands and tenements on either side of the streets proposed
to be lowered as aforesaid, by the operations to be made on the said streets.
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Which report being considered by the magistrates and council they agree
to be at the expence of raising and laying again the foresaid causeways,
the petitioners defraying the expence of cutting and carrying away the
rubbish and redd in manner above mentioned and granting an obligation
to relieve the city in the terms mentioned in the said report, and remitt
to the clerks to see the said obligation properly executed and recorded,
and upon that being done authorise the master of work to cause raise and
lay of new the causeways before mentioned.

4 September 1783
The magistrates and council having considered a letter, dated 1st

September current, subscribed by George Black, late baillie of Ramshorn
and Blackfriars church yards, addressed to the lord provost and
magistrates, by which he dispensed with the benefit of that office and

fryars church inclosed his commission for his enjoying of it, so as another person might
' be placed in his stead, they unanimously nominated and appointed and

hereby nominate and appoint William Simpson, sadler, late baillie of
Glasgow (under the provision and declaration after mentioned) to be
baillie of Ramshorn and Blackfriars churchyards, and that from the
date hereof during the will and pleasure of the magistrates and council
and their successors in office, with power to the said William Simpson to
exerce the office of baillie to the said churchyards and to enjoy and use
the whole profits, emoluments and advantages therefrom arising; but
providing, as it is hereby expressly provided and declared, that this present
commission shall at all times be revokable by the said magistrates and
council and their foresaids, and shall only continue and endure during
their pleasure.

Clerks to On considering the dispute now subsisting betwixt this city and the
draw memo- brewarie company at Anderstown, in relation to the impost duty of two
rial anent . - , , , , , , , ,, . J
impost duty, pennies per pint on ale and beer brewed by them, payable to the city,

the magistrates and council recommend to the clerks to make out a full
and distinct memorial for the city, stating the act of parliament imposing
the duty, the litigation which has past betwixt the city and the
company, the deductions claimed by them and the objections thereagainst,
and to lay the said memorial before the towns counsel for their advice in
the premisses.

William
Simpson
appointed
baillie of
Ramshorn
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There was produced a petition from John Lawson, jailor of the Petition,
tolbooth of Glasgow, stating that when he was appointed jailor he was Olu a"-on-
burdened with an annuity of £20 to John Currie who was a candidate
for the office, and also with £20 to John Rowand, late jailor.1 That Mr.
Rowand being dead and Mr. Currie having been appointed session clerk,
a place worth above £100 sterling per annum, he, Mr. Lawson, transmitted
with his petition a state of his jail fees for the last three years, amounting
at an average yearly to about £33 sterling and prayed to be relieved from
the foresaid annuity payable to Mr. Currie; which petition and state of
the jail fees for the said three years being considered by the magistrates John Lawson,
and council now conveened, they in respect of the notouriety of the said
John Currie his being appointed clerk to the general session, an office nually pav-
attended with considerable emoluments, and of the smallness of the jail Currie.
fees in the foresaid state, they unanimously freed and relieved and hereby
free and relieve the said John Lawson from payment of the said £20
annually to the said John Currie in all time coming.

There was presented a memorial from a committee appointed by the £25 to be paid
magistrates on the affairs of the poor, setting furth that the committee had ^p11’
found it necessary to take the opinion of an eminent counsel on several pointed to
points of law relating to the poor, as also to purchase various books for suite'oTthe0
recording the state of the poor and the transactions of the committee, Poor-
and that a considerable expence had been incurred by Mr. Porteous,
minister, for printing and publishing a pamphlett containing a particular
account of the state of the poor in the city, the expence of all which
amounted to about £2-5 sterling; which memorial being read to and con­
sidered by the magistrates and council they resolve and agree that the
said sum of £25, debursed in manner before mentioned, shall be paid out
of the funds of the city.

There was produced the minutes of a committee of trustees on the Memorial and
road leading from Glasgow to Yoker bridge, bearing date the 23rd Julv r,’sol!ltl%1
last, and subscribed by John Maxwell, their clerk, stating the narrowness ing Patrick
of Partick bridge and the great inconveniency therefrom arrising, and Drl‘
that it would cost £200 sterling to make the bridge 18 feet wide by adding
7 feet to the upper side thereof, and desiring Mr. Maxwell their clerk to

1 Glasg. Rec., vii., pp. 423-6.
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write to the magistrates and the trustees on the above road to request them
that each of them would contribute £50 sterling for the above purpose;
which minutes being read to and considered by the magistrates and council
they resolve and agree that if the trustees on the foresaid road from
Glasgow to Yoker bridge shall open a subscription and procure the landed
gentlemen and others interested in the toll road leading from Glasgow to
Dumbarton to subscribe liberally for widening the foresaid bridge, the
city of Glasgow will also contribute towards defraying the expence
of that work.

Connnittec to A letter from Air. Dunlop of Garnkirk, addressed to the lord provost
Mr^Diuilon aU(l magistrates, importing that an additional quantity of water could be
anent bring- procured to the towns milns and the miln belonging to Mr. Dunlop at a
the towns small expence, his proportion whereof he was willing to pay, and desiring

a committee may be appointed to enquire into the matter, being read to
and considered by the magistrates and council, they nominate and appoint
James Brodie, late baillie, one of the town clerks and the master of work,
as a committee, with power to them to meet with Mr. Dunlop to hear
him on the subject matter of his foresaid letter, to examine and consider
the means by which Mr. Dunlop shall propose to bring an additional
quantity of water to the towns milns, with the expence thereof, and what
proportion of the said expence Mr. Dunlop ought to pay if the work shall
be executed, and to report their opinion in the premises to the magistrates
and council.

A boat for There was produced and read to the magistrates and council a letter,
carrying dated 5th Julv last, from Richard Hunter, overseer of the dry dock at
inudti out of “ , . . , ,, , „ .
Port Glasgow Port Glasgow, belonging to the city, to the master of work, representing
builttO bC that it was necessary to have a boat for carrying the mudd out of the

said dock and describing the dimensions thereof, and that it could be 
built for £30 sterling; which being considered by the magistrates and

John Brown
appointed
collector of
impost duties

council they authorize the said Richard Hunter to get a boat for the
purpose aforesaid built, of the dimensions described in his foresaid letter,
the price whereof which is not to exceed £30 the city will pay.

There was produced a holograph missive from John Brown, master of
work, to the magistrates and council, dated the 20th August last, offering
himself a candidate for the office of collector of the towns impost upon 
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beer, now vacant by the death of Mr. Alexander Stewart, late collector,
and bearing that he the said John Brown would engage to collect and
make good all the debts for the same commission which was allowed Mr.
Stewart, and in place of paying the money only once in six months, he
would become bound to pay up the amount of each round within ten days
after the ordinary time of collection, and that he should retain no part of
the impost duties that should be outstanding unless for some which shall
be disputed, as has been the case with Messrs. Murdoch, AVarroch and
company; which letter being considered by the magistrates and council
they hereby nominate and appoint the said John Brown to be collector of
the duty or impost of two pennies on the pint of ale and beer leviable by
this city, in virtue of the acts of parliament, granted thereanent, and that
for the space of one year only from the date hereof, and on this express
condition and provision that he grant bond and caution to the satisfaction
of the magistrates for the due and faithfull execution of his office and that
he shall pay and make good to the city the whole revenue arising from the
said impost in manner and upon the terms exprest in his foresaid holo­
graph missive.

There was produced a petition, in name of and subscribed by doctor a causwav to
Robert Finlay and Robert Smith, setting furth that they had built two oe *?. tiie

tit- -i • -i -i , , road leaninghouses on part of Ramshorn ground belonging to the city, and that altho to doctor
the streets leading thereto are formed vet thev are not paved, which vOUse
renders access to the houses very difficult, and hoping the magistrates and ground.
council would see the propriety of immediately ordering the said streets
to be paved; which petition being read to and considered by the
magistrates and council they authorize the master of work to cause
causway the street now formed leading from Cowloan to the houses built
by the saids doctor Finlay and Robert Smith, but no further upwards
than in a line with the front of these houses.

The lord provost represented to the magistrates and council that it a mine to be
had been proposed to cut a mine through the whin rock in the Ramshorn n,mde

• S , iiT" , , the rock inground in order to drain the grounds belonging to the city, to effectuate Runshorn
which it was proposed to drive a mine through the said rock so deepground‘
below the surface as to bring the wells on the north side of the rock
on a level with those on the south side thereof, which it was believed would 
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effectually drain the ground on the north side,1 and that the expence of
the work was computed to be about one hundred pounds sterling; which
matter being considered and argued upon, a vote was put in these words:
“ make the trial, or delay.” And the roll of the members being called
and votes marked, it was carried by a majority of one vote to make the
trial, wherefore the magistrates and council did and hereby do empower
the master of work to carry on the work proposed.

There was presented a petition in name of Francis Holdan and others,
presenters in six of the churches in Glasgow, praying that an addition
might be made to their salaries, which being read, the magistrates and
council remitt the consideration thereof to the lord provost and magis­
trates, and impower them, if they seem proper, to deminish the salary
of Air. Campbell, who plays the cities music bells, and to give what is
taken from him to the presenters, the petitioners, or to do in this business
as the said lord provost and magistrates shall think proper.

17 September 1783
Appoint a meeting of council to be held on 24th September current

to receive the report of the committee appointed to make out a table of the
clerks fees and to consider the said table and report.

The magistrates and council, considering that the original salary for
rdaviir^on101P^ay^ng 011 cities music bells was only £15 sterling, and that when
the*helis. Joshua Campbell and Alexander Telfer, some years ago, were employed

to play on the said bells £20 of salary was allowed to the said Joshua
Campbell and £10 of salary to the said Alexander Telfer, and that altho
the said Alexander Telfer has for some years past been absent from
Glasgow and has not played on the bells yet the said Joshua Campbell
has drawn from the city the full salary of £30 [sterling] annually, which
the magistrates and council find is too high for his labour, and therefore
they find and declare that in all time coming, after Martimas next, the
whole salary to be paid to the said Joshua Campbell shall not exceed
his original salary of £20 sterling, and appoint intimation hereof to be
made by the master of work to the said Joshua Campbell and Andrew
Buchanan the city chamberlain, so as Mr. Buchanan may not after

Bernitt to the
magistrates
on a petition
from the
presenters.

Meeting of
council to
consider table
of clerks fees.
£20 annually

1 Antea, p. 63.
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Martimass next pay a higher annual salary to the said Joshua Campbell
than the said sum of £20 sterling.

The magistrates and council approve of the dyke now building on pyke build-
the south side of the New Green and alongst the north side of the river provement
Clyde, and of filling up the ground on the back of the said dyke, and on
authorize the master of work to proceed in the above works progressively. Green.

The lord provost stated sundry matters respecting the improving the Committee on
police of the city, which being considered the magistrates and councilpollce'
appoint George Buchanan, treasurer, and others as a committee with
power to them to consider the matter now stated by the lord provost and
to report their opinion in the premises to the magistrates and council.

Appoint G ilbert Hamilton and James Brodie, councillors, with the Committee on
master of work, as a committee of council to consider the ground at the g™the^
head of the Green, sett in tack to John King, together with the said tack, Green.
and to report their opinion on what terms the ground may be sold or feued
out.

James and John Craigs, ironmongers in Glasgow, havin
to purchase the cities ground at St. Andrews church, the magi 
council appoint William Craig- and John Robertson and the master ofclrarch.
work, as a committee of council, to meet and converse with the saids James
and John Craigs with regard to the ground they mean to purchase, and
to report their opinion in the premises.

Authorize the treasurer to pay to Daniel Wardrop, late deacon of the Precept,
masons in Glasgow, £10 sterling in full of his trouble in directing- and Daniel ani
superintending the building of the steeple at St. Enochs church.

Authorize the lord provost and magistrates to admitt the right Lord
honourable Lord Sheffield as an honorary burgess and gild brother of this Sheffiela*
city; and appoint the dean of gild to admitt and receive the reverend Hr. Reverend
Archibald Bonar, minister of Ramshorn church, as a burgess and gild bald Bonar.
brother of this city, and to remitt his freedom fine.

There was produced a rental of the lands and houses belonging to Chamberlain
the city, and containing the names of the present possessors and of the rentg of tbc
rent paid by each yearly, amounting in whole to £241 Is. 4d. sterling, £jonds’
which rents were formerly uplifted by John Brown, master of work, yearly taken
along with the fiends of the barrony parish of Glasgow, of which the city

salary.

g proposed Committee on
, , , grounds at St.strates and Andrews
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ar? f.m magistrates and council having considered the said
mmm'. mm mm m sm.i feb.u Brown is now appointed to collect for the
city Am :mycs-.- cmy ex me and beer, which will take up a good part of
bis time. ar.1 mm Amhv’-’ I'uehanau. the city chamberlain, by the death
of Arthur 'Reber' son. ime chamberlain, will now enjoy the full salary
appropriated to be paid to the city chamberlain, therefore authorize and
appoint the said Andren' Buchanan. during the will and pleasure cf the
magistrates and council and their successors in office, to uplift the rents,
mails and duties contained in the foresaid rental now due and to grow due
in time coming, and if need be to call and pursue therefor and to grant
receipts and discharges on payment: and in respect the said John Brown
is now relieved from the trouble of collecting the said rents, ordain the
sum of £10 sterling to be annually taken off and deducted from the yearly
salary formerly allowed to the said John Brown for his trouble in
collecting the foresaid rents and the tiends of the said barrony parish.

24 September 1783
Subscribed two contracts of sale betwixt the magistrates and council,

on "he one part, and Patrick Colquhoun, esqr., merchant in Glasgow,
Anderson, profess or of natural philosophy in the college of Glasgow,

Be'-r- Dunmcr-. Alexander Brown. John Robertson, Alexander Gordon,
TCi-mmr. C'a~s. Gilbert Hamilton and Robert 31‘Kay, all merchants in
Glasgow. for themselves and as, having power and commission from the
members of the Tontine society in Glasgow, on the other part, whereby the
said magistrates and council disponed and conveyed to and in favor of the
said Patrick Colquhoun [and others,] or the major number of them who
may be on life at the time, as their quorum, and the survivers or surviver
of them and their or his assignees, hut excluding always their heirs and
executors, in trust for the use of themselves and the whole other persons
who are at present or may hereafter become members of the said Tontine
society, for the purposes thereof and subject to the rules and regulations
of the said society, now enacted and to he enacted in time coming, all
and whole the town of Glasgows warehouse on the north side of the
exchange, lately possessed by the partners of Pollokshaws Printfield com­
pany, also the tavern belonging to the said city lying next to and on 
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the west side of the tolbooth of Glasgow, as lately possessed by Peter
M‘Kinlay, together with the laigh house under ground belonging to the
said city, immediately below the shops at the exchange possessed by
Thomson and Jack and Michael Erskine, as also these four shops
immediately under the council hall belonging to the said city, presently
possessed by John Campbell and company, Mr. James Hamilton, senior,
Messrs. Hamilton and Bogle and Messrs. Hamilton and Brown, merchants
in Glasgow; item, these two shops, including the office presently possessed
by the city of Glasgow’s chamberlain, lying immediately below the
Glasgow assembly room, as the one of the said two shops is presently
possessed by the said Michael Ersken and the other by Messrs Campbell
and Ingram, merchants, and the city chamberlain; and moreover the
whole background or area belonging to the said city lying behind the
exchange thereof, including and comprehending in the north east corner
thereof a back house or jamb presently sett in tack to and possessed by
Charles Murray, barber in Glasgow, with the dunghill adjacent thereto,
bounded as therein mentioned; but under this express provision, burden
and condition, that the lands and subjects foresaid, thereby disponed,
shall be and are thereby expressly burdened and affected, as also whatever
buildings are now erected or hereafter shall be erected thereon, and all and
every part thereof, with the payment to the said magistrates and council
and their successors in office, or to their assignees, of an yearly ground
rent or ground annual of £180 sterling yearly, to be uplifted and taken
furth of the lands and back grounds or area disponed as aforesaid, and
whole buildings erected and to be erected thereupon, as also furth of the
assembly room and two rooms adjoining thereto on the third flatt of that
new tenement of land lately built at the exchange of Glasgow, and on
the west side of and adjoining to the great new council hall belonging to
the said city of Glasgow, together with the whole houses and buildings
above the assembly room and two rooms on the same flatt with it adjoining
thereto, disponed by the said Tontine society to the said magistrates and
council in security of the payment of the foresaid ground rent of £180
sterling; which is payable at two terms in the year, Whitsunday and
Martimas by equal portions, beginning the first terms payment as on the
term of Whitsunday 1783, for the half year immediately preceding that 
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Report of the
committee on
the town
clerks lees
and table of
these fees. 1

term, and the next terms payment at Martimas in this present year, 1783,
and so furth to continue to be uplifted and taken at the terms above
mentioned in all time coming; with £18 sterling of liquidate penalty and
expences for each terms failzie in payment over and above the termly
payments themselves; together also with the due and lawful annual rent
of the foresaid ground rent of £180 from the respective terms of payment
thereof foresaid and yearly and termly thereafter so long as the same
shall remain unpaid. And appoint the said contract of sale, which contains
sundry other burdens, provisions, and conditions, to be recorded in the
burrow court books of Glasgow, and an extract thereof laid up in the
cities chartulary among their other papers.

Subscribed  Subscribed disposition, with consent of the directors and trustees for
theas-embiy managing the Glasgow assembly funds, to and in favors of Patrick
room, &c., to Colquhoun, esqr., merchant in Glasgow, Fand others,1 members of the
tne members \ 1 . L 1
of the Tontine Tontine society in Glasgow, or the ma jor number of them who may be
j°e:et\. alive at the time, as their quorum, and the survivors or survivor of them

and their or his assignees, but secluding always their heirs and executors,
in trust for the use of themselves and the whole other persons who are
at present or may hereafter become members of the said Tontine society,
for the purposes thereof and subject to the rules and regulations of the
said society now enacted and to be enacted in time coming, all and whole
the assembly room and two rooms adjoining thereto, on the third flatt of
that new tenement of land lately built at the exchange of Glasgow and
on the west side of and adjoining to the great new council hall belonging
to the city of Glasgow, together with the whole houses and buildings
above the said assembly room and two rooms on the same flatt adjoining
thereto, and that in consideration of the sum of £800 sterling to be paid
by the said Tontine society to Patrick Colquhoun, esqr., lord provost of
Glasgow, and James M'Grigor, dean of guild thereof, two of the directors
of the said assembly room, for themselves and for behoof of the other
directors thereof.1

> The lord provost produced a report of the committee to whom the
new table of fees to be exacted by the town clerks of the city of Glasgow

1 Written on the margin, “ This disposi- 6th July, 1784.” /3ontea, pp. 142-3.
tion altered by acts of council of the 5th and
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has been submitted, together with a table of the said fees, of which report
and table the tenor follows : —

“ Report of the committee to whom the new table of fees to be exacted
by the town clerks of the city of Glasgow has been submitted :—This committee
report to the magistrates and council that, after a most laborious investigation,
in which they have had recourse to the advice and assistance of the most
eminent professional men in this city as well as the principal practising writers
at the burrow court, they produced to the council a table of fees on the 18th
September, 1782, which was then ordered to lye on the table till next meeting
of council. This committee further report that the consideration of this table
was delayed in consequence of a proposition made by the town clerks to submitt
the exceptionable parts of it to three or four of the most considerable practising
writers at the town court, together with the various remarks and observations
of the clerks upon such exceptionable parts. Accordingly, at the requisition
of the committee to the clerks to nominate four professional men to whom this
business might be committed, the following gentlemen were named, vizt.,
Messrs. Archibald Graham, John Wilson, junior, Joseph Crombie and Claud
Marshall, to whom the table above mentioned and the whole observations of
the clerks were referred, and the clerks being also heard viva voce on the
exceptionable parts above mentioned, the said Archibald Graham, John Wilson,
junior, Jospeh Crombie and Claud Marshall did on the (blanlc) day of this
instant Septembei' deliver their report to the committee, who having considered
and approved of the same have caused a new table to be made up conformable
thereto, which table they now present to the magistrates and council for their
approbation, hereby reporting it as their opinion that the said table appears
to be fair and equitable and grounded on the fullest and most perfect informa­
tion that it was possible to procure on the subject after an investigation of
upwards of two years. This committee further report it as their opinion to
the council that this report, the report of the four professional writers before
mentioned, and also the table of fees as now produced, should be engrost in
the council books and enacted and declared to be the rule for exacting fees and
all matters connected with the business of the town clerks as therein mentioned.
Finally this committee report it as their opinion that it would be a great
improvement and that it would give great additional security to the public if
a book were kept by the clerks for recording deeds put into the register for
execution and preservation, it would promote great facility in having recourse
to papers, and in case of fire could be much easier preserved than the papers

H
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which cannot at present be supposed to be altogether out of danger. The
committee are the more solicitous to recommend this arrangement as it is
practised in the sheriff court.—Glasgow, 24th September, 1783.”

[Here follows table of fees, occupying about seven pages of the MS.
Record.]

Which report and table of fees being read to and considered by the
magistrates and council now conveened, they ratify and approve thereof,
and enact and ordain the respective fees stated in the foregoing table
to take effect and be observed in time coming.

Report anent The lord provost produced a report, subscribed by him and the other
tnenier. magistrates, relative to the improvements on the river Clyde, whereof the

tenor follows:—
“ The system heretofore adopted in managing the affairs of the river,

since Mr. Golborns operations were finished, has in general been defective and
inadequate to purposes of skillful and accurate investigation. It has generally
become the province of every sett of magistrates, since the year 1774, to take
under their management the operations of Mr. Bennet, and not only so but to
audit his accounts and grant orders for the disbursments upon the river. To
men who had not turned their attention to subjects of this sort the task has
been irksom and arduous. It required more time and a greater share of
scientific knowledge than fell to the share of most magistrates to bo able to
direct operations by no means familiar to their ideas; and these who have
been willing to give more than ordinary attention have necessarily ceased to
be in the magistracy at the time they began to comprehend the business. To
remedy the various inconveniencys which have arisen from a system so vague
and inconclusive, and to prevent inacuracys as far as the nature of the business
will admitt in all time coming, the following plan is humbly submitted to the
council:—1st. In order to prevent inacuracies in the different surveys in all
time coming, let it be enacted by the magistrates and council that there shall
be two stated periodical surveys of the river, yearly and each year, in the
month of April and early in the month of September, to be regulated by the
age of the moon; to start from Dunglass castle on a calm day and on the
1st, 2d, 3d, 4th or 5th day from the full or change of the moon, and at that
particular moment when there shall be 8 inches on the standard at Dunglass
castle. 2nd. That in order more truly to ascertain the exact situation of the
river it will be proper to employ an accurate surveyor to make a complete plan 
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of the river from the new bridge down to Dumbuck ford, delineating as
accurately as possible the situation of the banks, dikes and every single jettee,
with the length of each by a scale of feet, and also to delineate the turns and
land marks, and in finishing the whole to trace by a line the channel as it at
present runs, marking the depths upon the said line to be taken in the spring
and fall as already mentioned. 3rd. That an accurate surveyor be also
employed to take the level of the river from the bottom of the standard at
Dunglass castle to the bottom of the mark or figures cut upon the Broomilaw
quay near the bridge, marking every variety that is remarkable, and especially
marking the difference at every post to be hereafter mentioned. 4th. That it
will be propei’ when the survey is made to fix wooden posts on the northside
of the river at the exact distance of a quarter of a mile from the new bridge,
and so on down to Dunglass castle. 5th. That it would be proper to have two
additional standards, making five in all, vizt., one at Dunglass castle as at
present, one at Dalmuir quay, one at Blardhill quay as at present, one at the
Point-house, one at the new bridge as at present; and that Mr. Bennett should
be instructed to mark with accuracy on his book of soundings how much each
standard is above the lowest low water mark of the same tide. 6th. That John
Bennett should be directed to keep a book of sederunt in all time coming, that
the new magistrates may be acquainted with the proceedings of their
predecessors in office in all time coming. That in case these regulations are
agreed to and enacted by the magistrates and council a copy of the same ought
to be delivered to the said John Bennett, to be inserted as the system laid down
by the magistrates and council in the first page of his book, and the said John
Bennett ought to be instructed to copy Mr. Golborns report of the 7 September,
1781, into the said book, together with a monthly journal of his operations
as well as the soundings hereafter taken by future magistrates and every other
particular relative to the river which may be deemed by the magistrates in
office to be useful to their successors. Lastly, the said John Bennett or who
may have the charge of the improvements on the river ought to be instructed
to lay the said book of sederunt before every sett of magistrates as often as
they shall meet upon the affairs of the river. Glasgow, 24 September, 1783.”

Which report being read to and considered by the magistrates and
council, they approve thereof and ordain the same to take effect and be
observed in time coming.

Ordain George Buchanan, treasurer, to pay to Alexander Waddell, Precept,
mason in Glasgow, the sum of £187 Is. sterling for mason work and fur­
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nishings wrought and furnished by him to the town, vizt., in rebuilding
the crane at Broomielaw, building a wall or breast at the water edge of
the Laigh Green, building a new session house at Saint Enochs kirk and
other jobs, conform to a particular account beginning upon the 17th
September 1782 and ending September current.

Committee on There was presented a memorial and representation, bearing date the
atVoiiitlmu^e 13th August last, in name of Dougal ATFarlan, stileing himself proprietor
petition. of ferry Point house in the parish of Govan, representing that by

placeing jetties and other operations for improving the navigation of the
river Clyde the quay at the said ferry of Pointhouse has been so much
banked up and the water about it has become so shallow that the quay
is rendered intirely useless, and that it will be necessary to extend the
said quay 83 feet further into the river than it now reaches, and that it
will require the sum of £60 sterling to restore the quay to its former
usefullness, and praying that it might please the magistrates and council
to take the proper measures for ascertaining the facts stated in the said
petition and for adjusting and making payment of the foresaid loss and
damage. Which representation being considered by the magistrates and
council, they remitt the consideration thereof to James M'Grigor, dean
of guild, James Brodie and Robert Auchincloss and Henry Ritchie, the
committee formerly appointed to consider the petitions presented on 3rd
July last, in name of the magistrates of Renfrew and the miliars on the
water of Kelvin, claiming damages alledged to have arisen from the
operations on the river Clyde for improving the navigation of the said
river.

£25 to be paid Resolve that £25 sterling shall be paid to the city clerks, yearly, in
forestation^3 full °f papers, pens, books and other stationery ware, to be used in the
ery- clerks chamber in time coming by them.
Committee to Appoint William Craig, Walter Neilson and Alexander Low, to
grain for1 thef settle and adjust the accounts of the grain purchased by the city for the
poor. relief of the inhabitants and of the sales of the said grain, and any of

them to collect and receive the prices of such parcels of the said grain
as are yet unpaid by the purchasers thereof, to ascertain any deficiency
that may have arisen betwixt the prime cost of the said grain and the
charges of transporting the same to Glasgow and the produce of the sales 
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thereof, and to proportion the deficiency effeiring to the respective sums
under wrote by the subscribers for contributing money for the purchase
of grain.

The committee appointed to inspect the ground at the head of the New Report anent
Green, sett in tack to John King, flesher, gave in a report bearing that groUncl at the
it would be proper for the town to dispose of the said ground if they ^er^n°f tte
can get an adequate price, and the committee proposed to divide it into
four lotts, and gave it as their opinion that the price ought to be part
money paid down and part a yearly feu duty; which report being con­
sidered by the magistrates and council they agree that if purchasers for
the whole of the said ground shall appear and offer a reasonable price
therefor, to the satisfaction of the magistrates and council, that the same
shall be sold.

14 October 1783
[Henry Ritchie, merchant, fined in £40 sterling for not accepting the office Henry

of eldest bailie.] ?itoh“ flnedJ tor not
accepting as
eldest bailie.

7 October 1783
[Robert Douglas, merchant in Port-Glasgow, eldest bailie of Port-Glasgow Bailie of Port

and Newark.] Glasgow and
- Newark.

30 September 1783
[Patrick Colquhoun, provost; Henry Ritchie and Joseph Scott, of the Election of

merchant rank, and Robert Smith, of the crafts rank, bailies.] bailies L
Council

3 October 1 (83 chosen.

[Thirteen merchants and' twelve craftsmen councillors for the ensuing
year.]

8 October 1783
[James M'Grigor, dean of guild; Robert Mann, deacon convener; James Dean of guild,

Hopkirk, treasurer; Robert Auchincloss, bailie of Gorbals; John Smith, weaver,
conjunct bailie of Gorbals; John Brown, master of work; William Truman,
water bailie; James Finlay, bailie of Provan; James Buchanan, visitor of
maltmen; Matthew Gilmour, procurator-fiscal; John Wilson and John Orr,
town clerks.]

[Appointments of directors of the town’s hospital, annual committee, Directors,
committee on public works, Clyde commissioners and bridge commissioners.] commis-668’

sioners.
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Committee to
treat with
Anderstown
brewarie
company.

Subscribed
contract of
sale betwixt
the city and
James
Robertson of
the towns
miln mailling.

Robert Find­
lay, eldest
bailie.
Committee on
the Grammer
School.

16 October 1783
[Robert Findlay elected eldest bailie in room of Henry Ritchie who refused

to accept.]
Authorise and appoint Messrs. Alexander Brown [and others] as a

committee of council from time to time to attend the Grammer School
of Glasgow and to report the progress to be made in the proficiency of the
schollars therein for the ensuing year.

21 October 1783
Nominate and appoint Patrick Colquhoun, lord provost, [and others,]

as a committee of council, with power to them to meet with the partners
of Anderstown Brewarie company, to lay before them the citys memorial
respecting the impost duty owing by the said company to the city, with
Mr. Hay Campbell’s opinion in the matters stated in the said memorial,
and thereafter to treat with the said company with regard to a settlement
of the impost duties due by them to the city without further litigation
and to report their proceedings in the premisses to the magistrates and
council.

Subscribed a contract of sale with James Robertson, manufacturer
in Glasgow, whereby the magistrates and council, in consideration of the
sum of £700 sterling to [be] paid to them at the terms therein mentioned,
sold and disponed to the said James Robertson, his heirs or assignees, the
Touns Miln Mailling, as last possest by John Drew, lying at the head of

=’ the city of Glasgow, under the burden of that part of the said mailling
occupied and to be occupied by the proprietors of the Monkland Canal
Navigation, his entry to commence as to the arable lands at Martimass
1782, from which time the price is to bear interest, and his entry to the
houses and grass to commence as at Whitsunday 1783, for the yearly
payment of a ground rent of £40 sterling, joayable at Whitsunday last and
Martimas next by equal portions and yearly thereafter at these terms,
under a fifth part of penalty for each terms failzie attour the termly
payments themselves, and the annual rent of the said ground rent from the
respective terms of payment thereof foresaid during the not payment;
by which contract the said James Robertson stands farther bound to pay
the city, besides the yearly ground rent above mentioned, the sum of £30 
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sterling at the end of every twenty years from Martimas 1782 when he
entered to the possession of the lands, and also to pay the cess, teinds and
other public burdens in all time coming after the said term of Martimas
1782.

4 December 1783
Subscribed bond for £150 sterling principal, being money belonging Subscribed

to the poor of the licensed Episcopal Chappell in Glasgow, bearing interest treasurer of
from 29th November last, and payable to John Waterston, treasurer of the funds of
the funds for the poor of the said chappell, or to his successors in office, the Episcopal
in conjunction with any five of the managers of the said chappell for the chappell.
time being, for the use and behoof of the poor thereof, upon the term
of Martimass 1784 with £30 sterling of penalty in case of failzie.

Subscribed bond for the sum of £100 sterling of principal, bearing Subscribed
interest from 15th February last, when the same was borrowed, and
payable to James Dennistoun, senior, Patrick Colquhoun, James Jackson, the Episcopal
John Alston, junior, merchants in Glasgow, Fobert Marshall, tanner there, chaPPe11-
Casper Clawson, sugar boiler there, Alexander Waterston, leather cutter
there, Gilbert Ogilvy, supervisor of excise there, and James Founds,
manufacturer in Paisley, as managers of the licensed episcopal chappell
in Glasgow, or to their successors in office, or to five of them as a quorum,
for the use and behoof of the congregation of the said chappell, and that
upon the 15th February next, with £20 sterling of penalty in case of
failzie attour performance.

Appoint the table of the clerks fees, as regulated by act of council of Table of
24th September last, to be printed, and copies thereof hung up in the be fluted tO
clerks chamber of Glasgow for the information of the lieges.

The lord provost presented a memorial from Messrs. Murdoch, Committee to
Warroch and company, owners of the brewarie at Anderstown, respecting AndeSown
certain deductions claimed by them out of the debt charged against them brevrarie.
by the city for the impost duty of two pennies Scots per pint of ale and
beer brewed by them and partly vended in the city of Glasgow; which
memorial being read to and considered by the magistrates and council
now conveened, they remitt to the lord provost [and othersj, as a committee
of council, with power to them to meet with the partners of the said
brewarie, to converse the matters in dispute with them, to bring their 
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matters to as narrow a point as may be, and if possible to adjust and finish
the same, and, if they find that cannot be done, with power to them
the said committee, on the part of the city to submitt the defences with the
said company to two merchants in Glasgow, one whereof to be chosen by
each party.

15 January 1784
Committee to Nominate and appoint Robert Smith, present baillie, [and others,]
Gile^kiL in t° treat with Samuel Giles and his wife, with respect to the citys pur-
crott* Enoci13 chasing their kiln at Saint Enochs Croft, and to make a purchase thereof

on the best terms they can.
Committee to Nominate and appoint Robert Smith, baillie, [and others,] as a
matt-firs committee to settle and adjust matters respecting Ramshorn grounds, and
betwixt the
city and the
heirs of
Messrs.
Glassford and
Speirs and
the Incle
factory.
Committee to
treat with.
John and
James Craigs
anent St.
Andrews

exchanges thereof betwixt the city and the heirs of the now deceased
Messrs. John Glassford and Alexander Speirs, late merchants in Glasgow,
and the partners of the Incle manufactury, and to report their proceedings
in these matters to the council.

dominate and appoint James ATGrigor, dean of guild, [and others,]
as a committee of council to meet and treat with John and James Craigs,
ironmongers in Glasgow, relative to the offers made by them for pur­
chasing the citys grounds at St. Andrews church, and to report their
opinion in the premisses to the council.

ground.
Committee to
enquire into
the state o:
the tack of
the old castle.

Committee to
consider
paving of the
Exchange.

Nominate and appoint the lord provost [and others] as a committee
of council to enquire into the terms of the tack of the castle, at the head
of the city of Glasgow, granted to John Cochran, to which it is informed
the family of Dundonald have succeeded, and to make out a memorial
relative to the conditions of the said tack in order to ground a proper
application for getting the castle, now ruinous, vested in favours of the city.

Nominate and appoint Alexander Gordon [and others] as a committee
of council to consider the proper method of paving the exchange at the
cross of Glasgow and to report their opinion thereanent to the council.

John Orr to Recommend to John Orr, town clerk, to enquire into that part of the
the1 feuC dutyfcrenta^ ^eu duties and ground annuals payable to St. Nicholas
payable by Hospital, wherein Colin Rae, esqr., of Little Govan, is charged with the
StNicholas payment of two bolls and some odds of meal out of part of his lands,
hospital. yearly, to the said hospital, and to make a report thereanent to the council.
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Ordain Matthew Gilmour, procurator fiscal, to prosecute the gardners, The procura-
possessors of the garden grounds on the north side of the citys burying ^os^cutV0

ground in Ramshorn, to clean the ditch or stank on the north side of the gardners.
dyke of the said burying ground, which they have filled up with weeds
and soil raked from their garden grounds, by which the course of the
water in the said ditch is stopped and the citys burying ground much
spoiled with the stagnant water.

Nominate and appoint James Brodie, councilour, John Wilson, clerk, Committee to
and the master, of work, as a committee of council, to write to the pro- proprietors of
prietors of the Monkland Canal, that the tacksman of the citys miln the Monkland
at Provan has complained to the magistrates that the road to his miln has a bridge for
been shut up by the making of the said canal, and that the proprietors °Peniug a ,x </ o * xx pa»sqci're to tlie
thereof, though required by the tennent, have refused to build a bridge Provan miln.
at a proper place cross the said canal, so as a free passage may be opened to
and from the miln, and therefore to request the said proprietors
immediately to build the said bridge, and if they refuse to do so to raise
a prosecution against them for that purpose, and to report their pro­
ceedings in the premisses to the council.

Appoint James Barry, the citys land surveyor, to measure the ground James Barrie
belonging to the citys corn mill now possessed by Robert Wardrop and the™ round
which the proprietors of the Monkland Canal have converted into a road, usecfby the
on the south side of the said canal, and to report the measure to the the M^nkland
master of work. Canal as a

Ordain George Miln and William Simpson, baillies of the citys Bamies of
church yards, to make out and deliver to the magistrates distinct and church yards
accurate lists of the mortalities in the city of Glasgow for the year 1783. bills ofmw-

Appoint John M‘Aslan, late baillie, and the master of work, to setttallity-
the Ramshorn grounds belonging to the city from year to year, on the 2i™Ram? f°
best terms they can. horn grounds.

Ordain James Uopkirk, treasurer, to pay to Stephen Maxwell, copper-Order,
smith in Glasgow, £35 19s. sterling owing to him by the city for fn^-MaxweU
nishing copper dial plates to St. Andrews church and others, conform
to a particular account commencing 10th May 1782 and ending the 17th
September in the said year.

The magistrates and council, considering an offer made by James Ground to be
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disponed to Potter, wright in Glasgow, in a letter to the lord provost, to purchase
James Potter. a 6fea of tffe citys ground at St. Enochs Croft, next to Madeira Court,

at the rate of four shillings sterling per yard, of fifty feet of front ground
and fourty feet backward, and the ground at the back of the said fourty
feet at two shillings sterling per yard, they agree to accept of the said
offer, and on payment of the price authorise and empower the lord
provost and magistrates to grant a disposition of the ground under such
conditions and restrictions as they shall judge proper in favours of the
said James Potter.

Money to be It was represented by the lord provost that Major General Leslie had
f Oon°M^d demanded payment of £500 sterling owing him by the city at Candlemass
Luke and next, and that the chamberlain had informed that by the paying off that
Miss Scotts. SU111 ailj the of the money owing to the city by the Anderstown

Brewarie Company the city would not at Candlemass next have funds
sufficient to pay the ministers stipends, and that Miss Luke had offered
to lend the city £600 and that Miss Scotts had also offered to lend the
sum of £600 to the city. The magistrates and council therefore agree to
borrow the last mentioned two sums and grant bonds therefore.

A piece of
plate to be
given tn Mr.
Porteous.

There was presented by the coalmasters in the neighbourhood of the
city a memorial stating the propriety of exporting coals from the neigh­
bourhood of Glasgow to Ireland, and praying for an abatement of the
river dues leviable on Clyde for coals so to be exported; which memorial
being read to and considered by the magistrates and council, they
nominate and appoint the lord provost [and others] as a committee of
council to consider the said memorial, to meet with and hear the coal
masters on the subject matter thereof, and to report their opinion in the
premisses to the magistrates and council.

The magistrates and council, taking into consideration the eminent
public services of the reverend Mr. William Porteous, did unanimously
vote him a piece of silver plate of the value of fourty guineas, and they
authorised the lord provost to order the same to be made and presented,
in testimony of the high approbation this community entertain of Mr.
Porteous zeal and attention to the affairs of the poor of this city, and
particularly for his uncommon exertions, skill and ability in suggesting,
framing, and completing a system whereby the poor entitled to the 

Committee to
meet with the
coal masters
aud to con­
sider their
memorial.
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charity of this community are more comfortably provided and stranger and
vagrant paupers prevented from establishing settlements in this city,
to the great benefit of the inhabitants at large, whose liberal contributions
are likely to be better applied in future and an increase of this great
burden in some measure prevented by the operations of a system already
productive of the most beneficial consequences.

There was produced a representation and request of the dyers and
manufacturers of Glasgow,

Shewing that Mr. Cuthbert Gordon having early in life applied himself petition, the
to the study of natural productions, discovered in the Grampians a valuable dyers^and
and much wanted dye stuff, for -which, in company with his brother George, turers con-
deceased in 1764, he obtained a patent, and is called cudber. This dye stuff cerningChith-
he has now so improved as not only to answer all the purposes of archell, inveution of
imported from the Canaries at a great expence, but also to strike all the shades dye stuffs

> • • • • C3.lied cud'of blues and purples upon silks and woollens, with one third less indigo than ^ear>
formerly required to make these colours sufficiently permanent; and likewise 
with one fourth less cochineal to strike all the shades of that valuable and high
priced dye stuff, scarlets only excepted, whereby a considerable saving arises
to Great Britain, besides a great superiority in the lustre and permanency of
these colours. That Mr. Gordon hath lately directed his attention to the cotton
and linnen manufactures, which form very considerable branches of the British
trade, and has now happily discovered natural productions of this kingdom
capable of striking colours upon those vegetable substances equally bright, and
with as much ease and safety as any upon animal substances, and more
particularly he has produced in cotton the colour known by the name Nankeen,
from the most common to the highest red, which has hitherto defied all Europe,
the Hindoo and gold yellows, blues and grays of a variety of shades, and a
beautiful red superior to madder and nearly equal to that of the India red,
even in its wild and uncultivated state. These discoveries being made from
a few of our spontaneous productions, from which this gentleman has already
given us all the primary colours, and which he can afford to contract for in
abundance, equal to any demand, at the low rate of £20 per ton, we have
every reason to believe from his ingenuity and perseverance he will, if properly
encouraged, proceed in further discoveries of dye stuffs, our own natural
growths, highly beneiicial to the trade and manufactures of this country, and
which may render them beyond the power of rivalship from other countries.
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Therefore, from the fullest conviction of Mr. Gordon’s merit and from our
experience of the great utility of his discoveries already made and of the
probability of his making still greater discoveries if duly encouraged to
persevere, we the dyers and manufacturers of the city of Glasgow, subscribers
of the said representation, do humbly pray the right honorable the lord provost
and magistrates of Glasgow to grant their recommendation to their repre­
sentative in parliament to have Mr. Gordon appointed for investigating our
own productions capable of dye stuffs, superintending the manufacture of the
same and the application thereof when manufactured to their respective
subjects. To which representation there is subjoined two certificates of the
following tenors:—We the incorporation of Dyers in the city of Glasgow,
subscribers to the preceding page, having examined the colours produced by
Mr. Gordon from the new discovered dye stuffs, find them permanent and
good and recommend them to the manufacturers as an object very worthy of
their notice and attention. We subscribers, the deacon and masters as repre­
senting the incorporation of weavers and manufacturers in Glasgow, having
examined the whole colours produced by Mr. Gordon from the new discovered
dye stuffs of this country, think that he deserves the highest merit from this
new beneficial invention, which in the end may turn out to the highest advantage
to this country, and therefore we humbly beg leave to recommend him to the
lord provost and the magistrates and council of Glasgow as a person of merit,
whose abilities may be applied to the greatest advantage of manufactures
and commerce of Scotland and worthy of the recommendation to our repre­
sentative in parliament for the purposes mentioned in the prayer of the fore­
going petition, providing Mr. Gordon does not make a monopoly of the
invention of dye stuffs he has found out.

The lord pro- Which representation being read to and considered by the magistrates
' °t™°write and council now conveened, they remitt to and authorise Patrick
mendatory Colquhoun, esqr., lord provost, to write a recommendatory letter in favours
city^member ^e sa^ -^r* Cuthbert Gordon to the member of parliament for the city
of parliament, of Glasgow in such terms as his lordship shall judge proper.

5 February 1784
£150 to be The lord provost represented that the magistrates of the town of Paisley
magistrates0 had of late made different complaints to him and dean of guild MfGrigor
of Paisley for that by the jettees for improving the navigation of the river Clyde,
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placed at the mouth of Inchanan water, leading from Clyde to Paisley, deepening
a sand bank had arisen at the mouth of the said river, which had made^tter/
the water at that part considerably shallower than it formerly was and
had in a great measure hurt and obstructed the passage of vessels from
Clyde to Paisley and from Paisley to Clyde, and that the magistrates of
Paisley insisted that the mouth of the said river leading from Clyde to
Paisley might be restored to its former depths; that in consequence of this
complaint John Bennet, overseer of the navigation of the river Clyde, had
been enjoined to examine the situation of the mouth of the said Inchanan 
water, which he had accordingly done and delivered to the lord provost
a plan of the mouth of the said Inchinan water, specifying that their would
be a necessity of placing three jettees on each side thereof, which would
undoubtedly remove any sand or mudd that has settled in that part of the
water, and mentioning that the expence of making the said jettees would
amount to £139 6s. sterling or thereby. There was also produced by the
lord provost and read to the council the declarations of some boatmen
importing that they had been in use of navigating boats and vessels from
Clyde up Inchanan water to Paisley, and that since the improvements
made on the river Clyde the mouth of the said Inchinan water was con­
siderably shallower than it was before and thereby the navigation to
Paisley rendered much more difficult than formerly; all which being
considered by the magistrates and council now conveened, they
unanimously resolve and agree to give the magistrates of Paisley, out of
the rates and duties leviable on the river Clyde, the sum of £150 sterling,
that they may be thereby fully enabled to follow out their own plan of
deepning the mouth of the said Inchanan water and restoring it to its
ancient state and situation, the said magistrates of Paisley and the council
of the said town, by express condition hereof, always accepting of the said
sum in full of all claims and demands whatever they now have or
may hereafter have against the city of Glasgow on account of any damages
already done, and that shall be hereafter done, to the mouth of the said
Inchanan water by the operations made at the foot of the said water and
on the river Clyde, for improving the navigation of the said river, and
on receiving of the said sum granting a full and ample discharge to the
magistrates and council of the city of Glasgow and their successors in
office in the terms above mentioned accordingly.
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11 February 1784
Inverting Appoint Alexander Gordon, James Brodie and the master of work,
wateTthat as a committee, to consider the propriety of causing the water that runs
runs down on the west side of the High Street, above the cross, down the Saltmarket,
High Street. run down on the syver on the north side of the Gallowgate to the

Gallowgate burn, and the expence of that operation, and to report their
opinion to the magistrates and council.

Act auent The magistrates and council now conveened, taking into their con-
shades on the sideration the numerous complaints of the inhabitants and the many
high streets, inconveniences which have arisen to the public in general, in
stones, &c\n consequence of the undue license assumed and taken by persons

slacking building and repairing houses in the streets and lanes of this city, in
slaking lime upon the high streets, in choaking up the streets and
obstructing the passages by laying down thereon large quantities of stones,
sand and rubbish, in no degree necessary, and calculated to annoy the
inhabitants and obstruct carriages, without benefiting the parties con­
cerned in such buildings, for remedying so great an inconveniency in
future, and to the end that this branch of the police of the city may be
regulated upon principles calculated to afford all reasonable encourage­
ment to the erecting of new buildings, and at the same time hold out
to the inhabitants the means of preventing those annoyances so often
complained of, the magistrates and council, in council assembled, do enact
and establish the following regulations, to be observed in all time coming,
and that none may pretend ignorance an extract of this act of council
is hereby ordered to be lodged with each of the deacons of the incorpora­
tions of masons and wrights in Glasgow:—

Regulation 1st. That no person whatever shall presume to erect a shade
or any incumbrance whatever on any of the streets or lanes within the royalty
of the city of Glasgow, without previous intimation to the sitting magistrate
for the time, who with the master of work will inspect the premises and grant
permission by a written licence, specifying and declaring the length and
breadth of the shade and the ground or part of the street to be occupied,
specifying also the time the said shade will be permitted to remain on the
street, and such licence only to be granted on this express condition that there
is not a sufficiency of back ground to which there is a cart entry for the said 
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shade and that the same shall never exceed 13 feet broad, and shall be placed
close to the outside of the syver. Regulation 2nd. No master builder or under­
taker for building shall on any pretence occupy more than one third of the
street immediately opposite to the building going forward, nor shall he be
permitted to lay down rubbish, stones, sand, lime, timber or any other
building materials on the foot pavements or opposite to any property not his
own without liberty asked and obtained in writing. Regulation 3rd. That all
rubbish or refuse stones shall be removed the moment the shade and the side
of the street allotted for such rubbish is full, so that in no case whatever any
part of the street beyond the front line of the said shade shall be incumbered
oi' choaked up with such rubbish, hewing of stones or otherways. Regula­
tion 4th. That on no pretence whatever shall any lime, sand, stone, timber or
any other building materials be laid down on the street allotted for the free
passage of carriages, nor shall the same be encroached upon by scattered stones,
lime, sand or rubbish. Regulation 5th. That on no account shall any person
be permitted to slake lime on the streets or lanes of this city after six o’clock
in the morning. Regulation 6th. That no builder or undertaker shall be per­
mitted to lay down wall stones for a new building till within a fortnight of
the time alloted for laying the foundation. Regulation 7th. That all shades
made by permission of the magistrates shall be on this express condition that
the same shall be taken down and removed as soon as the chimney heads or
other buildings shall be coped and finished. Regulation 8th. That in like
manner all stones, rubbish and building materials shall be removed at the same
time that the shade is taken away. Regulation 9th. That the entries to all
adjoining or adjacent houses shall be kept clear and a free passage kept open
to every neighbouring tenement during the operation of the builders. Regula­
tion 10th. That every person contravening or acting in oposition or trans­
gressing any of the above regulations shall be fined in the sum of £20 Scots
to the procurator fiscal of the burgh court, to be applied to the use of the poor
of the hospital. And regulation 11th. The magistrates and council ordain this
act to be intimated to the deacons of the masons and wrights in this city, and
an extract thereof delivered to each of them to be laid before their respective
incorporations and to be recorded in their books, to the end none may pretend
ignorance of the premises.

On considering a letter from Mr. William Coats, merchant in Tack to be
Giasgow, to the lord provost, demanding a renewal of a tack of the towns to
lands at the head of the Gallowgate, for the space of 19 years after Whit- Coats.
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Sunday next, authorize the lord provost and magistrates, for themselves
and in name of the other members of council, to grant a tack of the
subjects, and for the space above mentioned, for the payment of £43
sterling of yearly rent, and upon the same terms and conditions mentioned
in his former tack.

19 February 1784
The addres­
sing his
Majesty on
the present
critical situa­
tion of affairs
delayed.

The lord provost represented that a very respectable sett of merchants
in this city had intimated to him they wished the city should address his
Majesty on the present critical situation of affairs, and that another
respectable sett of merchants, equal in number to the first, had signified
to him that they were against addressing his Majesty at present, and the
lord provost having asked the opinion of the magistrates and council
whether the city should now address his Majesty or not, they unanimously,
one member excepted, gave it as their opinion that the addressing at
present should be delayed.

JamesSpreuls There was produced and read a letter from James Spreul, disponee of
chased seat the deceast Mrs. Margaret Spreul, daughter of John Spreul, merchant in
in Ramshorn Glasgow, offering to purchase from the city the seat in Ramshorn church,

lately possessed by the said Mrs. Margaret Spreul, at the sum of (blank)
sterling, and also to pay the rent of the said seat yearly in all time
coming; which letter being read to and considered by the meeting they
remitt to and authorize the magistrates to do in that matter as they shall
judge proper.

Convener, Remitt to and authorise the deacon conveener [and others] to sett
the’eaw milt the saw miln belonging to the city on the best terms they can.

5 March 1784
Committee to There was produced a memorial and representation of the incor-
mason and porations of wrights and masons in Glasgow, complaining of an act of the
wrights magistrates and council dated the 11th February last, regulating the

mode of erecting shades on the high streets of Glasgow, for hewing of
stones for building of houses in the said city, and the mode of keeping
the said streets disencumbered and the free passages thereon not interupted
by the hewing of stones and other rubbish laid down on the said high
streets; which memorial and representation being read to the magistrates 
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and council now conveened, they nominate and appoint Robert Mann,
present deacon conveener, [and others], as a committee of council, with
power to them to consider the said memorial and representation, with the
act of council therein referred to, and to report their opinion in the
premises to the magistrates and council.

There was a petition presented in the names of James Campbell, Consideration
tanner, and Robert Graeme, writer, both in Glasgow, setting furth that aid Grames
they are proprietors of part of the grounds lying on the north side of
Gallowgate street of Glasgow called Dowhill, which they have laid off
for building ground, and that a street of 40 feet wide was to open from
the Gallowgate and to be continued to the northmost steading of the said 
ground, and praying that the magistrates and council would order the
foresaid ground to be causwayed betwixt and the term of Whitsunday
next; which petition being read to the magistrates and council now
conveened, they in respect of the present necessity of repairing and caus-
waying sundry of the present public streets within the city, which is a
pressing business, delay the consideration of the said petition pro loco 
et tempore.

The deacon conveener produced an extract of an act of the trades Act of trades
house of Glasgow respecting the duties leviable on potatoes, which being ^duties on"
read, the same was ordered to lye upon the table. potatoes to

Appoint a meeting of the magistrates and council to be held on the table?°n 1 *
9th March current, in the laigh council chamber, at 2 o’clock in the Meeting to be
afternoon, in order to consider the propriety of addressing his Majesty lent.9fch CUr'
on the present critical situation of affairs.

The magistrates and council recommend to and authorize the master Butter and
of work to gett the whole of the cities market presently used for the sale ketto be^"
of butter and cheese converted into a flesh market, and to get the old?onverted
fish market in Candleriggs street repaired, and the butter and cheese sold market.eS
there in time coming, and appoint and ordain the present fish market
to continue for the purpose it is now used.

9 March 1784
The magistrates and council agree to address his Majesty on the Address to

present critical situation of affairs, and an address being presented by the hls Maiesty-
i

market.eS
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Lord provost
elected com­
missioner for
chuseing a
member of
parliament.

Lord provost
to meet with
the proprie­
tors of the
Monkland
Canal.

Commissioner
to chuse a
member to
serve in par­
liament.

lord provost and read to the council, they approve thereof and the same
was subscribed by the lord provost in their presence and by their
appointment.

Elect and continue John Brown, master of work, to be preceptor of
St. Nicolas Hospital in Glasgow, with the same powers and privileges
contained in his former commission, and to exerce the said office of
preceptor to the said hospital, but allenarly during the will and pleasure
of the magistrates and council and their successors in office,, to whom
full power is hereby reserved to revoke and recall this commission at
pleasure.

Authorize the lord provost to meet with the proprietors of the
Monkland Canal, and to commune with them with respect to a proposed
advance of more money than has been hitherto advanced by the proprietors,
in order to be applied towards finishing and completing the operations now
making on the said canal, and recommend to the lord provost to request
the proprietors of the said canal (by which canal the roads to the city
of Glasgows milns at Provan and near the head of the city are shut up)
to cause make two bridges at proper and convenient places cross the said
canal for opening a proper road and passage to each of the saids two milns,
and to report.

6 April 1784
[Patrick Colquhoun, lord provost, appointed- commissioner to meet with the

commissioners of Dumbarton, Renfrew, and Rutherglen, at Renfrew, on 26th April
current, for the election of a burgess to serve in parliament for the district.]

1 April 1784
[In accordance with precept directed to the lord provost by Robert

Sinclair, advocate, sheriff of the county of Lanark, the magistrates and
council resolved to meet on Tuesday, 6th April current, to appoint a
commissioner to meet with the commissioners of Dumbarton, Renfrew
and Rutherglen, at Renfrew, on Monday, 26th April current, to choose
a burgess to represent this district in the parliament which is to assemble
at Westminster on 18th May next.]

Ilaj’Camp-^ Appoint and ordain the dean of guild to admitt and receive Hay
be admitted a Campbell, esqr., lord advocate for Scotland, as a burges and guild brother
burgess and 0£ ffog c£|y artc[ burgh of Glasgow, and to remitt his freedom fine.
guild brother. J ° n
John Brown,
master o£
work, pre­
ceptor of St.
Nicholas
hospital.
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Add baillie John Robertson to the committee appointed on 15th Committee
January last, to treat with James and John Craigs, ironmongers in
Glasgow, relative to the offers made by them to the city for selling to them ^®ws
some of the said Messrs. Craigs their ground near to Saint Andrew’s
church and for buying from the city some of their grounds adjacent to
the said church, with power also to the said committee to treat with saids
Messrs. Craigs relative to their railling in a proper manner the ground
wanted by the city from them, for enlarging the area of said church, and
to conclude a bargain with them on the best terms the committee can in
relation to the premises.

There was presented a missive letter, of the date hereof, subscribed by Two lairs in
John M‘Aslan, seedsman in Glasgow, and William Shortridge, merchant be disponed to
there, addressed to the lord provost, magistrates and toun council of„ „ 1 and William
Glasgow, whereof the tenor follows:— Shortridge.

“ Glasgow, 6th April, 1784. Gentlemen,—We are proprietors of two lairs
or burying places on the east wall of the old burying ground in the Northwest
churchyard, over which one of the entries into the church goes. When any of
these burying places are opened up the entry into the church is rendered
exceedingly inconvenient, wett and dirty, and we are humbly of opinion that
it would be for the public advantage that our burying places should be taken
into the possession of the community and never be opened in future, but the
ground used as a common passage into the church, and for no other purpose
whatever. We are willing to relinquish our property to the burying places
if the magistrates and toun council will in lieu of them give us lairs in the
new burying ground at the Northwest church, at the places most agreeable to
the council, provided they be upon the wall. We therefore beg that the magis­
trates and toun council will take this into their consideration and give orders
for having burying places marked off for us in the new burying ground, and
we will immediately give in a resignation of our rights to these which at
present belong to us in the old burying ground. We are, respectfully, gentle­
men, your most obedient servants, (Signed) John M'Aslan, William Shortridge.
Addressed to tho honble. the lord provost, magistrates and toun council of
Glasgow.”

Which letter being read to and considered by the magistrates and
council now convened, they agree to the terms foresaid thereby proposed,
and remitt to the magistrates or any two of them to mark off two lairs
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John Gray
appointed
searcher of
hydes.

Drygate heri­
tors and

on the dyke of the new burying ground at Ramshorn, one whereof to be
given to the said John Mf Aslan and the other to the said William
Shortridge, in lieu and place of their two lairs aforesaid which they offer
to resign to the magistrates and council for behoof of the community;
and upon receiving a resignation in favor of the city to the saids John
AT Aslan and William Shortridge their saids two lairs in the old burying
ground in Ramshorn, authorize the treasurer, in name of the magistrates
and council, to dispone to each of the saids John M‘Aslan and William
Shortridge the lair in the foresaid new burying ground to be marked and
sett off to each of them by the said magistrates.

6 May 1784
There was produced an act of the deacon, masters and collector of the

incorporation of cordiners in Glasgow, bearing date 30 March last, sub­
scribed by Robert M‘Aulay, their clerk, “ bearing that the said deacon
and masters had unanimously made choice of John Yuill and John Gray,
both late deacons of the said incorporation, to be presented to the
magistrates of Glasgow for their naming or appointing one of them to be
chief searcher and recorder of hydes and skins slaughtered in Glasgow in
place of Robert Freebairn, the late principal searcher and recorder, who
had resigned on account of old age and infirmity, which act being read to
and considered by the said magistrates and council, they unanimously
nominate and appoint the said John Gray, late deacon of the cordiners in
Glasgow, to be chief searcher of hydes and skins slaughtered in Glasgow,
in room and place of the said Robert Freebairn, who has resigned the said
office, but under this provision and condition that upon complaint, verified
and proven by any of the tanners or other lieges, that the said John Gray
neglects to discharge or is incapable to discharge the duties of his office
aforesaid, that then it shall be leesome and lawfull to and in the power of
the said magistrates and council and their successors in office to remove
the said John Gray from his foresaid office and to remitt to the deacon,
masters and collector of the said cordmer trade, to present a new leet
of two persons out of which a new searcher and recorder shall be chosen
by the said magistrates and council.

There was presented a petition, in name of several of the proprietors
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and inhabitants in and about the Drygate Street of Glasgow, craving that .
the magistrates and council would order part of the said Drygate Street to tions.
be levelled and made lower, and that sundry repairs might be made at
and about the bridge on the said street. And there was also produced
a petition in name of Robert Wark, miller at the towns miln, lately a
snuff miln, craving that he might be allowed to build a miln at the said
snuff miln other than a wheat miln, which he is bound to build by his
tack. Which two petitions being read to and considered by the
magistrates and council they remitt to James Brodie and John McAslane,
late baillies, with the master of work, as a committee to consider the
said two petitions and to report their opinion thereanent to the magistrates
and council.

Authorize the lord provost and magistrates to admitt and receive Duke of
his grace Douglas duke of Hamilton, Sir James Stewart of Coltness, Shers^Iaded

bart., member of parliament for the county of Lanerk, William M£Dowal, honorary bur-7 A ** cesses.
esqr. of Garthland, member of parliament for the county of Renfrew,
the right honble. lord viscount Maitland, the right honble. Edmund
Burke,1 esqr., Sir Thomas Dundas of Kerse, bart., Captain John Moore,
member of parliament for the burghs of Lanerk, Linlithgow, &c., and
James Brisbane, esqr., late of South Carolina, as honorary burgeses of
the city of Glasgow.

It was represented by the committee for managing the affairs of the Nathaniel
Tontine society that much inconvenience had arisen from a resort of idle p°intedP
disorderly boys upon the exchange, who not only interupt the merchants keeper of the
upon the walk, but greatly injure the buildings under the piazas -byExchanSe-
breaking the windows and committing other abuses, exceedingly offensive
to those who frequent the exchange; to prevent which and to promote
regularity, good order, and cleanliness, the magistrates and council were
requested to appoint a proper person to the office of exchange keeper,
to attend the exchange at all hours and to prevent those nuisances and
inconveniences which have hitherto proved so offensive. Which being
considered by the magistrates and council they found the request
reasonable and necessary and therefore do hereby nominate and appoint
Nathaniel Jones, cordner in Glasgow, to be exchange keeper in the city of
Glasgow, but allenarly during the will and pleasure of the magistrates

1 Burke was installed rector of the University on 10th April, 1784.
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and council and their successors in office, by whom he may be removed
from the said office when they shall judge proper. And for the bettei
discriminating the said exchange keeper and for the purpose of rendering
him useful to strangers, the magistrates and council agree to allow him
a suit of proper cloaths and a hatt yearly,.together with a poll as the badge
of his office, at the expence of the community, trusting that his services
and usefullness to the merchants, traders and manufacturers who frequent
the exchange will entitle him to a small voluntary gratuity of not less
than Is. annually from each; and remitt to the lord provost and
magistrates to take the said Nathaniel Jones bound by a writing under
his hand faithfully to discharge the duties of his office as exchange keeper
in such terms as they shall judge proper.

3 June 1784
The magistrates and council, considering that the office of procurator

fiscal to the burrow court of Glasgow is now vacant by the resignation of
Matthew Gilmour, writer in Glasgow, who lately enjoyed the said office,

burrowfcourt and that it is necessary the said vacancy should be immediately supplied,
therefore the magistrates and council have nominated and appointed,
and hereby nominate and appoint, David Hutcheson, writer in Glasgow,
to be procurator fiscal of the said burrow court of Glasgow in room and
place of the said Matthew Gilmour, but during the will and pleasure of the
magistrates and council or their successors in office allenarly; with power
to the said David Hutcheson to exerce all the powers and duties belonging
to his said office by the laws of the land; and compeared the said David
Hutcheson, who accepted of his said office and gave his oath de fideli

David
Hutcheson
appointed
procurator

administratione officii.
Council to be
held for pre­
senting a
minister co
St. Andrews
church.

Committee to
agree with
James Reid
relative to

Appoint a meeting of the magistrates and council to be held in the
laigh council chamber on Thursday, the 17 June current, at 1 o’clock in
the afternoon, in order to present a minister to St. Andrews church in
Glasgow, now vacant by the death of the leveiend Mr. ^Villiam Craig, late
minister thereof.

Appoint baillie Robert Smith, Messrs. John Robertson, John Morrison
and the master of work, as a committee of council to settle with James
Reid, wright, with regard to his proposal of purchasing two entries at 
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Saint Enochs Square from the city, and empower the said committee two ei^riea^in
finally to conclude a bargain with Mr. Reid if they find it proper. Square.

On considering a letter from -James Robertson, purchaser of the towns Payment of
miln mailling, craving a delay of the payment of the sum due at Whit- priA^Ahe
Sunday last as part of the price of the said mailling untill Whitsunday
178-5, the magistrates and council agree to grant the delay craved. layed till

Whitsunday
16 June 1784 1785-

Authorize the magistrates to enter into a submission with lord Submission to
Blantyres tutors for getting his lordships claim against the city relative ^nto^vithlord
to his ferry at Erskin adjusted and determined by the former arbiters. Blantyre.

19 June 1784
The lord provost produced a certified copy of the minutes of a general Committee to

meeting of the proprietors of the Monkland Canal, held upon the 10 -June claim
current, respecting the city of Glasgows claims against the proprietors for bridges
for their erecting two bridges over the canal to supply the want of roads Monkland
to the citys milns which have been cutt off by the said canal; which Canal.
minutes being read to and considered by the magistrates and council now
conveened, they nominate and appoint Messrs. Alexander Brown [and
others] as a committee, with power to them to meet with the proprietors
of the said canal or their committee and to settle and adjust the towns
claims for building the said bridges, and to report their procedure to
the magistrates and council.

The lord provost represented that a bill was soon to be brought into Member of
parliament by the landholders and farmers in the county of York for Parlian}ent to
1- . i . ‘ be wrote tolaying a tax upon dogs, and his lordship having asked the opinion of for getting a
council with regard to the said intended bill, they unanimously did and^Xj^osed
hereby do recommend to the lord provost, in name of this city, to write to
their member, the lord advocate for Scotland, desiring his lordship would
give his aid and assistance in getting a reasonable tax, to be levied from
the keepers of dogs, passed into a law.

On considering a petition presented in the names of Robert Graeme, Master of
writer, and James Campbell, tanner, both in Glasgow, requesting the city gpeot the"
would be at the expence of causewaying a street intended to be made street to be
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r.:*ae ea the by the petitioners through part of the lands of Dovehill, said to be 40 feet
£PTS c: i. exo- w:je< Tne magistrates and council remitt to the master of work to visit and

inspect the said intended street, the breadth and the nature of the soil
thereof, and if any houses and how many have been built or are now
building thereupon, and likeways to consider the foresaid petition and
report his opinion in the premises to the magistrates and council.

v- The magistrates and council, considering that they by their act, dated
3rd -June current, appointed this day for the magistrates and council their

Su Andrews electing a minister to St. Andrews church in Glasgow now vacant by the
death of the reverend doctor William Craig, late minister of the said
church, they therefore did and hereby do unanimously elect and make
choice of the reverend Air. William Martin, minister of the gospell at
Gargunnock, in the county of Stirling, to be minister of the said St.
Andrews church and parish thereof, in room and place of the said
deceased doctor William Craig, and a presentation being wrote out in
favours of the said Mr. William Martin, the same is subscribed of the date 

Committee to
get Air.
William Mar-
1
minister in
Saint
Andrews
church.

hereof by the magistrates and council now conveened, whereof the tenor
follows :—[here follows presentation].

Nominate and appoint Robert Findlay, esqr., present baillie, [and
others], as a committee of the magistrates and council, with power to them,

tin settled a= or any two of them, to take all proper and legal methods for
getting the reverend Mr. William Martin, minister at Gargunnock, in the
county of Stirling, loosed from his charge as minister of Gargunnock and
settled as minister in St. Andrews church of Glasgow, in virtue of the
presentation in his favours signed this day by the magistrates and council.

Andrew
Buchanan,
chamberlain,
dismist from
his office.

24 June 1784
The committee appointed to revise and examine the account books

relative to the affairs of this city kept by Andrew Buchanan, their
chamberlain, reported that they had carefully revised and examined the
said books, with the vouchers and instructions thereof, and found that
on the 11th June current the said Andrew Buchanan was justly owing
to the city of Glasgow the sum of £1,457 16s. Id. sterling arising from
his intromissions with the funds of the city as their chamberlain; that
from enquiry made into the state of his affairs they found he was 
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altogether incapable to pay the above mentioned sum to the city, and that
his cautioners stood only bound to make good to them £1,000 sterling
of the said’sum. Which being considered by the magistrates and council
now conveened, they unanimously revoke, recall, and make void the
commission granted by the magistrates and council to the said Andrew
Buchanan to be chamberlain to the city of Glasgow, by act dated the
5 January, 1780, and dismis him from his office as chamberlain to the
said city; reserving always to themselves full power to investigate all
and each of the debts owing to the city for which the said Andrew
Buchanan in the foresaid account books has taken credit as outstanding
and still unpaid.

The magistrates and council, finding it necessary and expedient Walter Logan
immediately to appoint a chamberlain to uplift the debts and sums of cham*
money owing to the city, manage their afiairs and keep regular and just
accounts thereof, in the room and place of Andrew Buchanan, senior, late
chamberlain, who has been this day dismist from his office, therefore they
have unanimously elected and chosen, and hereby, with and under the
express provisions, conditions, power and faculty aftermentioned, elect
and make choise of Walter Logan, merchant in Glasgow, to be chamber-
lain to the city of Glasgow, and that allenarly during the will and pleasure
of the magistrates and council and their successors in office and no longer,
hereby expressly providing and declaring that this commission shall be
revokable, and that the said Walter Logan shall be dismist from his
foresaid office whenever the magistrates and council or their successors in
office shall judge proper, with power to the said Walter Logan to uplift
and receive and if need be to call and pursue for the whole debts and sums
of money that are now due and that hereafter shall grow due to the city
during the time he the said Walter Logan shall enjoy his office as
chamberlain foresaid, he being always obliged, as by his acceptation hereof
he binds and obliges himself to make just compt, reckoning and payment
to the said magistrates and council, and their successors in office, of his
whole intromissions with the funds and subjects of the said city and
revenues thereof, and that yearly and each year and as often and at all
times as he shall be desired so to do; providing likewise that the said
Walter Logan shall be and is hereby bound and obliged to keep fair, 



138 EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS [1784.

regular, distinct and just account books with regard to the cities whole
business and affairs, his own management thereof, and of his whole intro­
missions with and disbursements out of the funds, subjects and annual
revenue of the city, and to balance the said books in a distinct, just and
regular manner in the first week of January, yearly and each year during
the time he shall continue to act as chamberlain to the city. [Here follow
conditions and regulations occupying six pages of council record.]
With and under all which provisions and regulations, specially before
mentioned, this commission is granted and so to be accepted by the said
Walter Logan.o

£40 per There was produced a letter, of the date hereof, subscribed by Messrs.
on^ndrew6^ French and John Robertson, merchants in Glasgow, addressed
Buchanans to the lord provost, importing that they the saids Messrs. French and
family on con- Robertson, by appointment of the relations of Andrew Buchanan, the late
diuon of debt chamberlain, had inspected the situation of his affairs and had reportedbeing paid. . e x

the state thereof to his friends; that it appeared to them, the saids Messrs.
French and Robertson, that the said Andrew Buchanan was indebted to
the city of Glasgow the sum of £1,457 sterling, that they were authorized
to propose to pay the city the said sum on the 24 June, 1785, which they
thereby obliged themselves to do, on condition that the magistrates and
council oblige themselves to pay to (hilanlt) Innes, wife of the said
Andrew Buchanan, during her life, the sum of £40 sterling yearly, for the
support of herself and her family, and in the event of her death and
that the said Andrew Buchanan survived her to pay to the saids Messrs.
French and Robertson, yearly, during the lifetime of the said Andrew
Buchanan, after the death of his said wife, the like sum of £40 sterling,
for the support of his family and to be applied for their behoof; but with
this condition and provision that so soon and whenever the said Andrew
Buchanan, or his said wife or their family, shall be otherways better
provided that then and immediately thereafter the payment of the said
annual sum of £40 sterling for the support of the said Andrew Buchanan
his wife and their family shall cease and determine. Which letter being
read to and considered by the magistrates and council now conveened, they
agree to accept of a bond, with cautioners, from the said ’William French
and John Robertson for payment of the said sum of £1,457 sterling 
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[payable on 24th June, 1785, and on the other conditions above
mentioned.]

28 June 1784
The lord provost represented that Mr. William Martin, minister at Council to be

Gargunnock, to whom the magistrates and council had lately granted a sentin^a^'
presentation to be minister of St. Andrews church in Glasgow, had by minister to
a letter wrote to his lordship refused to accept of the said presentation; church in
which being- considered by the magistrates and council now conveened, p]ace °£
they appoint a meeting of council to be held in the laigh council chamber,
at one o’clock in the afternoon of Thursday, the 1st of July next, in order
to elect and choise a fitt and qualified person to be minister of the said
St. Andrews church in place of the said William Martin, and to grant
a presentation to the person so to be chosen.

There was produced a letter from the cities tacksman of the old miln Committee to
at Partick, representing that the trustees on the Partick toll road were
now about to widen Partick bridge, and to rest the south end thereof bridge of
in such a manner as will occasion the said miln in time of floods to bePartick’
more in back water than formerly, on considering whereof the magistrates
and council appoint the deacon conveener, Messrs. Alexander Gordon and
John Robertson, late baillies, as a committee of council to visit and
inspect the said miln and bridge along with the tacksman of the miln,
and to report their opinion how far the intended operations on the bridge
will be anyways hurtful or prejudicial to the miln.

1 July 1784
The magistrates and council, considering that they, by their act Mr. Samuel

dated the 28 day of June last, appointed a meeting of council to be held charterisJ . = presented as
this day for electing a minister to Saint Andrews Church in Glasgow, minister of
now vacant by the death of the reverend Dr. William Craig, late minister Andrews
thereof, in respect Mr. William Martin, minister of the gospel at church.
Gargunnock, who was lately elected to be minister of the said church,
had refused to accept of the presentation granted to him for supplying
the said vacancy, they therefore did and hereby do, by a majority of votes,
elect and make choise of the reverend Mr. Samuel Charteris, minister
at Wilton, in the presbytery of Jedburgh, to be minister of the said
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Meeting to be
held to­
morrow for
chasing a
minister to
St. Andrews
church.

New' disposi­
tion of the
assembly
room to be
granted to
the members
of the Tontine
society in
Glasgow.

5 July 1784
s The lord provost represented that Mr. Samuel Charteris, minister at
Wilton, to whom the magistrates and council had lately granted a presen­
tation to be minister of St. Andrews church in Glasgow, had, by a letter
to his lordship, refused to accept of the said presentation, which being
considered by the magistrates and council now conveened, they appoint
a meeting of council to be held in the laigh council chamber, at 12 o’clock
in the forenoon of Tuesday, the 6th July current, in order to elect and
choise a flit and qualified person to be minister of the said St. Andrews
church in place of the said Mr. Samuel Charteris, and to grant a presenta­
tion to the person so to be chosen.

The magistrates and council considering that, on the 24th September
last, the then magistrates and council of the city of Glasgow subscribed
a disposition and conveyance, with consent of the directors and trustees
for managing the Glasgow assembly funds, to and in favors of Patrick
Colquhoun, esqr., merchant in Glasgow, [and others, as narrated antea p.
112,] of all and whole the assembly room and two rooms adjoining thereto
on the third flatt of that new tenement of land lately built at the exchange
of Glasgow, and on the west side of and adjoining to the great new council
hall belonging to the city of Glasgow, together with the whole houses and
buildings above the assembly room and two rooms on the same flatt
adjoining thereto; and that in consideration of the sum of £800 sterling 

Saint Andrews Church and parish thereof, in room and place of the said
deceased Doctor William Craig, and a presentation being wrote out in
favors of the said Mr. Samuel Charteris the same (which is of the same
tenor with the one before recorded in favors of the said Mr. William
Martin) is subscribed of the date hereof by the magistrates and council
now conveened.

Committee Nominate and appoint Robert Findlay, esqr., present baillie, [and
cirryh^g Mr°r °^ers]> as a committee of the magistrates and council, with power to them
Charteris set- to take all proper and legal methods for getting the reverend Mr. Samuel
execution°tO Charteris, minister at Wilton, loosed from his charge as minister of

Wilton and settled as minister of St. Andrews church of Glasgow, in
virtue of the presentation in his favors this day signed by the magistrates
and council.
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to be paid by the said Tontine society to Patrick Colquhoun, esqr., lord
provost of Glasgow, and James M'Grigor, dean of guild thereof, two of the
directors of the said assembly room, for themselves and for behoof of the
other directors thereof; also considering that soon after the said disposition
was subscribed it has been found more expedient for the parties concerned
and for the community at large that the subjects contained in the said
disposition should be conveyed to the members of the Tontine society upon
different terms and for different causes than were exprest in the said
disposition, vizt., that the said society, instead of paying the foresaid
sum of £800 sterling with interest as before mentioned for the said
subjects, should at their own charges and. expence make certain improve­
ments, enlargements and repairs upon the said subjects for the use and
benefit of the community, upon condition that they should be conveyed to
the said society without paying any price or granting any other considera­
tion for the same, other than keeping them in proper repair and allowing
the use of them to the public in all time coming, for the purpose of holding
assemblys and concerts of music therein, in the same manner as they have
been formerly used, or till such time as a new assembly room should be
erected within the city of Glasgow and completely finished, the members
of the said society always receiving a suitable gratification for the use
of said rooms by the sale of admission tickets to said assemblies and
concerts or otherwise; also considering that the members of the said
Tontine society, in consequence of a previous agreement with the
magistrates and council and the directors of the Glasgow assembly funds,
have finished and completed the repairs and improvements which they
were by said agreement bound to make; and considering that the dis­
position formerly subscribed has not been recorded and that no infeftment
has followed upon it, the magistrates and council do now resolve and
agree that the said former disposition shall be cancelled and that a new
one of the said subjects shall be made out and subscribed by them, with
consent of the directors of the assemblv, in terms of said agreement, and
the clerks are hereby directed to extend the said new disposition and
conveyance immediately that the same may be subscribed by the
magistrates and council at a subsequent meeting of council.
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6 July 1784
The magistrates and council, considering that they, by their act

dated the 5th day of July current, appointed a meeting of council to
be held this day for electing a minister to Saint Andrews church in
Glasgow, vacant by the death of the reverend Dr. William Craig, late
minister thereof, in respect Air. Samuel Charteris, minister of the gospel
at Wilton, who was lately elected to be minister of the said church, had
refused to accept of the presentation granted to him for supplying the
said vacancy, they therefore did and hereby do, by a majority of votes,
elect and make choice of the reverend Mr. William Lockhart, minister
at Coulter, in the presbytery of Biggar, to be minister of the said St.
Andrews church and parish thereof, in room and place of the said deceased
Dr. William Craig, and a presentation being wrote out in favor of the
said Mr. William Lockhart (which is of the same tenor with the one before
recorded in favors of Mr. William Martin) is subscribed of the date
hereof by the magistrates and council now conveened.

[A committee was appointed to] take all proper and legal methods
get MrALock- for getting the reverend Mr. William Lockhart, minister ‘at Coulter,

loosed from his charge as minister of Coulter and settled as minister
of St. Andrews church in Glasgow, in virtue of the presentation in his
favors this day signed by the magistrates and council.

Subscribed disposition (with consent of the directors of the Glasgow
. assembly funds) to Patrick Colquhoun, esqr., lord provost of Glasgow,
[and eight others], or the major number of them who may be
alive as their quorum, and the survivors or survivor
and their or his assignees, but secluding his or their heirs or
executors, in trust for the use of themselves and whole other
persons who are at present or may become members of the Tontine
society in Glasgow for the purposes thereof and subject to the rules and
regulations of the said society enacted and to be enacted in time coming,
of all and whole the assembly room and two rooms on the same flatt
adjoining thereto on the third flatt of that new tenement of land lately
built at the exchange of Glasgow and on the west side and adjoining to
the great new council hall belonging to the city of Glasgow, with the
whole rooms and buildings above the said assembly room and rooms 
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adjoining thereto, as the said rooms and buildings have been of late altered
and repaired by the members of the said Tontine society, at their own
charges and expences, upon condition of their obtaining this disposition
and conveyance, but with and under the sundry conditions, burdens
and obligations specified in said disposition, and particularly that the
said assembly room and rooms adjoining to it shall in all time coming
(or till a new assembly room be built and finished in Glasgow) be used
by the citizens and community of Glasgow for the purposes of holding
assemblies and concerts of music therein, in the same manner as formerly,
the said society receiving a suitable gratification by the sale of admission
tickets or otherways for the use of said rooms.1

Agree to accept of the offer made by Air. Gilbert Hamilton for pur-Agree to
chasing the cities ground- at the head of the Green, possessed by John^^t°ns r‘
King, by his letter of the 24th of June last, he paying the price at offer to P°r- t
Martimas next, and also paying a proportional part of the feu duty, head of
teinds, cess and other public burdens payable out of the lands purchased Green-
by the city from Colin Rae of Little Govan.

28 July 1784
Nominate and appoint baillie Robert Smith [and others J as a Committee to

committee of council, with power to them to visit and inspect the mine
now driving through a rock in Ramshorn ground,2 and to cause sett the mine in
doun and make a well near to the said mine in such place as they shall ^und?™
judge proper for the conveniency of water to the inhabitants.

Appoint Messrs. Gilbert Hamilton [and others^ as a committee of
council, with power to them to enquire if the lands at Saint Enochs burn, Committee to
belonging to Andrew Buchanan, late chamberlain to the city, who is foundaryis to
owing the city a considerable sum of money, has been sold to Mr. Machen, be erected on
founder, and to what purpose the lands are to be imployed, particularly Buchanans
if a foundary is to be erected thereon, as the erecting of such wouldlands-
greatly hurt the cities grounds of Meadowffatt lying adjacent to the said
Andrew Buchanans grounds, and to report.

Considering that Mr. John Russell, senior, clerk to the signet, the Commission
cities agent at Edinburgh, has become advanced in years, and that it geii^jurdor,

1 Written on margin: “Vide Act of pp. 112, 140-1. as agent for
Council 24th September, 1783.” A/itea, - A/itea, pp. 107-8. the city with-

r drawn and
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L:. cannot be reasonably expected on account of his age that he can give that
laborious attention to the law business of the city which the importance

-he object requires, and seeing that Mr. John Russell, junior, who
was named joint agent for the city along with Mr. Russell, senior, his
father,1 has occasion to be frequently in London and other parts of the
country in prosecution of his lawful affairs, whereby the cities lawsuits
may run the hazard of being protracted or otherways not so fully attended
re as the nature of such business requires, therefore the magistrates and
council now conveened do hereby withdraw the commission granted to the
said Mr. John Russell, junior, to be agent for this city, but continue the
said Mr. John Russell, elder, his father, in his present office as agent for
the city, with the same salary he formerly enjoyed, and in future relieve
him from taking any charge in the management of the cities lawsuits
before the court of session, he being only to manage their other affairs
unconnected with law questions; and unanimously elect and make choise
of Mr. Laurence Hill, writer to the signet, to be agent for the city in
all lawsuits in which the city at present are or may hereafter be engaged
before the court of session, but allenarly during the will and pleasure of
the magistrates and council, and their successors in office, to whom full
power is hereby reserved to revoke this commission when they shall judge
proper.

2 September 1784
James Admitt and receive James Penman, esqr., of South Carolina, as an
e=?r.. ad- honorary burgess of the city of Glasgow.
nritted
bsrgess. g September 1784
Committee to Recommend to the committee formerly appointed on Ramshorn

ground to adjust and settle matters betwixt the city and Messrs. Speirs
Sptir^ and and Glassford’s heirs with regard to the grounds got from them and what
heirs? ground they are to get from the city.
Committee on Appoint Alexander Gordon and James Brodie, late baillies, and the
svver116 master of work, as a committee of council, with power to them to inspect

and superintend the syver which the Tontine society are now making or
about to make for carrying the water from their Tontine building to the
High Street and to see that the same be properly done.

1 Glasg. Rec., vii., p. 506.
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Appoint the committee formerly named to consider the memorial Committee on
or petition in name of the masons and wrights in Glasgow respecting the Highstreets/
regulations established by act of council for placing and using of shades
on the high streets of the city for hewing stones for building, &c., to
consider the said memorial and the said act of council and to report their
opinion thereanent.

Resolve that the present fish market shall be entirely fitted up for a Fish market
fish market and for no other purpose whatever. ^°be fitted

There was presented a petition in name of the Tontine society, Committee to

demanding reimbursement of expences disbursed by them in meliorating peStioS of16
and decorating* the exchange below the assemblv room and towns hall, the Tontine

» ® , societywhich being read to the magistrates and council they remitt to the dean “
of guild [and others] to consider the said petition and to report their
opinion in the premisses.

Nominate and appoint baillie Robert Findlay and James Brodie, late Committee to
baillie, or any one of them, as a committee of council, with power to them gfrifseats
to repair to the church of Govan on the 16th September current and to divided.
attend a meeting of the heritors of the parish of Govan relative to dividing
the seats in the said church, and for the city of Glasgow to concurr with
the patrons and preceptor of Hutchesons Hospital and the trades house of
Glasgow in procuring a division of the seats in the said church, and a
share thereof effeiring to the valuation of the barrony of Gorballs,
appropriated and allotted to the community of the city of Glasgow, the
said patrons and preceptor and trades house, the proprietors of the said
barrony.

23 September 1784
Remitt to the committee formerly appointed on St. Andrews ground Committee on

ro consider the plan of the said ground, to lav the same off in lotts orst* Andrews1 . • ground.
steadings for building, to consider what railling will be proper for
inclosing the ground and the expence thereof and to treat with purchasers,
and appoint the sale of the grounds after the lotts thereof are laid off
and the mode of railling fixed on to be advertised in the Glasgow news-
papers.

The magistrates and council having resumed the consideration of Bond to be
the offer made by William French and John Robertson, merchants in fheSebt1'01'

K



146 EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS [1784.

Andrew Glasgow, to pay the £1,457 l(>s. Id. slotting owing by the now deceasedBuchanan ° ’ r * t r~> n j

owes the city. Andrew Buchanan, late chamberlain to the city, of 11th June last, upon
the terms mentioned in their offer and on the terms mentioned in the 
act of council of the 24 June last, they unanimously agree to accept
of a bond with proper security for (he said sum, payable on the 11 June
next, 1785 years, bearing interest from that time until] payment, and
enjoin the clerks to make out a bond accordingly.

£10 to be It being represented that the quay on the river Clyde at Dalnotter,
Gillies to*1 belonging to John Gillies and Company, proprietors of the iron work at
euable him to Dalnotter, was greatlv hurt and prejudged by the operations made bv the
build a jettee , 1 . ,, . .1 .  ‘ ,
at Dalnotter city on the river Clyde for improving the navigation thereor near to the
quay. sa-j qUay, and that will necessary that near thereto a jettee should

be placed for removing rhe obstructions which hinder access to the said
quay: which being considered by the magistrates and council they agree
that out of rhe rates and duties leviable on the said river £10 sterling
shall he paid to the said John Gillies towards enabling him to build the
said jettee, this sum to be in full of his and partners claim against the
city for anv damages done to the said quay at Dalnotter by the operations
made on rhe said river.

Governor Agree to admitt Major General Archibald Campbell, late governor
‘ of Jamaica, James Campbell, member of parliament for Queensferry, &c.,

burgesses. and Daniel Parker Coke, esqr., member of parliament for Nottingham,
honorary burgesses of the city of Glasgow.

A: •es-xent [Poor persons in hospital on 9th August last, 292 ; poor children put out to
t'j poor. nurse, 99 : meal furnished to 136 poor families. Estimated deficiency for the year

to 9th August next, £1082 sterling, which sum with £10 as expense of collection
was assessed on the inhabitants of the city as formerly.1]

1 October 1784
Elde?.t baillie
of Port
Glasgow and
Newark.
Interest for
the multures
abated to
John Gard­
ner.

[Stephen Rowan, merchant in Port Glasgow, eldest bailie of Port Glasgow and
Newark.]

There was presented a petition for John Gardner, merchant in
Glasgow, tacksman of the multures for the year 1783, praying that he
should only be charged interest in respect of the former practice from

1 Anted, pp. 14-16.
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Lambas last, which being considered by the magistrates and council they
recommend to their chamberlain to charge the said John Gardner with
the interest of the sum he is owing to the city for the multures only from
the said term of Lambas last, and in time coming appoint the terms of
payment of the said multures to be at Candlemas and Lambas yearly, by
equal portions, in respect the tacksman of the multures does not receive
payment thereof from the maltmen until these terms.

Considering that George Murdoch, esqr., late comptroller of the Collector of
customs at Port Glasgow, has resigned that office, therefore revoke and GlasXvr P°rt

rescind the commission granted to him by the magistrates and council tobarboi,r-
collect the dues of the harbour at Port Glasgow, and in his place nominate
and appoint Edward Burrows, esqr., collector of the customs at Port
Glasgow, with power to him to collect, uplift and receive the duties of the
said Port Glasgow harbour in time coming, during the will and pleasure
of the magistrates and council allenarly, he being always obliged faith­
fully and punctually to account for and pay the dues of the said harbour
to the trustees appointed thereon, or to their collector, with deduction of
the yearly salary paid to his predecessors in office.

Nominate and appoint Richard Smellie, merchant in Glasgow, to be Smellie,
collector of the statute work within the royalty of the city of Glasgow the statute
and of the sums leviable for that work, and that allenarly during the will work-
and pleasure of the magistrates and council and their successors in office,
and appoint and ordain the said Richard Smellie, with all convenient
speed, to make out an exact and accurate list or account of the whole
houses within the royalty of Glasgow, the head of each person possessing
these houses and the number of persons each house or family consists of,
and also of the rent of each house, reserving to consider what reward
or allowance shall be given to him untill the said list or account be made
out and considered, and provided that the said Richard Smellie shall be
and is hereby bound and obliged to make just count, reckoning and
payment to the said magistrates and council, or to their chamberlain,
or to their successors in office, of his whole intromissions as collector of
said statute work.

[Cess imposed, three fourths on land and one fourth on trade, at .£19 2s. Cess Act.
Scots, as the town’s proportion of the tax roll of the burghs. The cess extended 
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to £18,336, with £600 as fee to clerk of stent masters, £60 to the collector, for
books, paper, and incidents, £60 as rent of collector’s office, £36 for providing
him in coals and candle, “ four rix dollars,” being £11 12s., for clerk’s man,
£3 to Duncan Mann, servant in the clerk’s chamber, for attending the stent
masters, all Scots money, and £10 sterling for employing persons to assist in the
collection, extending in whole to £19,226 12s. Scots, or £1,602 4s. 4d. sterling.]

Campbell Agree to causeway the new street called Campbells Street, leading
eauswayed6 ^rom the Gallowgate Street northwards, so far as the said Campbells

Street is 40 feet wide, the causway thereof to be 24 feet wide; and the
proprietors of the lands upon the sides of said street are to grant an
obligation to put the said causway in complete repair when houses on
20 of the 27 steadings laid off on said street are built; and also to pave
8 feet wide upon each side of said street with flag stones.

Committee to Nominate and appoint Messrs. James Brodie, John Robertson, John
to1 JSMorri- Laurie, and the master of work, as a committee of council, with power to
son. them to visit and inspect the ground on the west side of St. Enochs Street

belonging to the city, mentioned in a letter from John Morrison, wright,
who wants to take the said ground and pay rent therefor and to agree with
him with respect to the terms of selling to him said piece of ground.

Committee on The committee appointed to consider the petition of the Tontine
affairs01 society gave in a report, whereof the tenor follows : —

“ Glasgow, 24 September, 1784. The committee appointed by the
magistrates and council having had a conversation with a committee of the
Tontine Society relative to a compensation to be allowed that society for the
improvement and decorations made by them in the exchange, after a full
hearing are of opinion that the community have been greatly benefited by these
operations and are also of opinion that the supporting the floor of the towns
hall with new beams was necessary, they therefore think the society entitled to
a compensation but the specific sum they leave altogether to the magistrates
and council. They are likeways of opinion that the following subjects belonging
to the town, viz., the ground at the back of the tontine kitchen, as far north as
the towns property extends, the place in which the fire engine used to be kept
and the southmost cellar in Hunters house, are of little use to the town in their
present state and cannot be in future of any great value. They think, there­
fore, the tontine society may be allowed to purchase these, as they wish to 
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do so, they obliging themselves to remove the place now alloted for a fire engine
to a more convenient situation at their own expence. (Signed) James M‘Grigor,
preses.”

Which report being read to and considered by the magistrates and
council they of new remitt to the said committee to reconsider the
subject-matter of the tontine societys foresaid petition and to specify the
sum which the city ought to pay to the said society in compensation for
their claims made by the foresaid petition and to report.

Admitt and receive Richard Arkwright, esqr., of the county of Darby, R. Ark­
as an honorary burges and gild brother of the city of Glasgow. bur°eg’andr ’

gild.
4 October 1784

Ordain James Hopkirk, treasurer, to pay to (1) Gilbert Shearer and Precept,
company, merchants in Glasgow, £53 8s. sterling due to them by the company.
city for sixteen suits of cloaths, furnished to the cities and Gorbals
officers and to their executioner, conform to account dated 12 May last;
(2) John Smith, sclater in Glasgow, £14 5s. sterling due to him by the John Smith.
city for certain quantities of lime, sand, and workmanship, furnished
and performed by him upon the roof and walls of the High Church of
Glasgow, conform to account dated 3 June last; (3) John Smith, sclater John Smith.
in Glasgow, £13 sterling for certain furnishings and workmanship from
8 March to 3 September both last.

The committee appointed to inspect the piece of ground belonging Remitt to
to the city, on the west side of the entry to St. Enochs church, and to settle stobb^nTsell
the terms of the sett thereof to John Morrison, wright in Glasgow, who off a piece of
had offered to take the same for a timber yard, by his letter of the 29 m St
September last, at the yearly rent of £1 10s. sterling, reported that onjQ^Mor
Saturday last they had inspected the said piece of ground which theyrison/
found all covered with wood and a place for sawing of timber made
therein, and that in their opinion the said piece of ground to be used
as a woodyard, during the magistrates and councils pleasure only, was well
worth £5 sterling of rent yearly; which being considered by the
magistrates and council now conveened, they remitt to and authorize
Messrs. James Brodie [and others] to cause the said John Morrison, at
their sight and by their direction and at his own expence, stobb in, in a 
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proper manner, the foresaid piece of ground, lining upon the east in a
streight line with the front of the houses built by James Reid, wright,
and to take the said John Morrison bound to pay to the city £5 sterling
of yearly rent, and so proportionally for the time he shall possess the
same from the date hereof, and also to Hitt and remove and carry his
timber therefrom whenever he shall be required so to do by the magistrates
and council or their successors in office.

£171 10s. to The committee appointed by act of the 1st October current to
tontine10 lhe reconsider the petition given in by the tontine society, whereby they
society for claim from the city £343 sterling debursed by them in decorating and

tlie meliorating the Exchange of the city of Glasgow, reported that they had
reconsidered the foresaid petition and again viewed and inspected the
works therein mentioned for improving and decorating the said exchange,
and that they were of opinion the sum of £171 10s. sterling should be paid
by the city to the said tontine society for the decorations and improve­
ments made by them for the benefit of the public on the said exchange;
which report being considered by.the magistrates and council now con-
veened, they approve thereof and ordain James Hopkirk, treasurer, to pay
the said sum of £171 10s. sterling to the said tontine society, or to their
treasurer, in full of all demands they have against the city for improving

Committee to and decorating the said exchange. And having considered the request
concludebar- made by the said tontine society to purchase from the city their waste
tontine ground at the back of the tontine kitchen, as far north as the cities
wasteground, Pr0Pei‘ty extends, the place in which the fire engine used to be kept and
&c-> behind the northmost cellar in Hunters house, the magistrates and council remitt
ings. to James Brodie, the dean of guilds [and others], as a committee of

council, with power to them to inspect the foresaid lands which the said
tontine society mean to purchase from the city, to consider the worth and
value thereof and to conclude a bargain 'with the society thereanent,

To inspect and report the terms thereof to the council. And further authorize and
Strectan1^ appoint the said committee to visit and inspect Buchanans Street
report. in Glasgow, to report the state and condition thereof and the buildings

and other works now made and making thereon, and the purposes for
which they are intended.

Precept, lord The lord provost represented that in the year 1783, when provisions
provost.
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were scarce and dear, he had for the benefit of the poor of this city com­
missioned from Ireland a parcel of harts and shirts, contained in sixty
casks which were shipped for this city, amounting in value, including
insurance and other charges, to £230 18s. 9d. Irish money ; that the
vessell in which the same were shipped with her cargo were intirely
lost, and that by a short insurance made on the value of the said harts and
shirts there was lost £14 15s. lOd. sterling, conform to a particular account
dated 19 February, 1783; which representation and account being con­
sidered by the magistrates and council now conveened they ordain
James Hopkirk, treasurer, to pay to Patrick Colquhoun, esqr., lord
provost, the said sum of £14 15s. lOd. sterling, in order to reimburse
him of the said loss.

There was presented a petition in name of Robert Scott, late deacon Robert Scott
of the incorporation of cordners in Glasgow, setting furth that by an-tvve°rdealer
act past last session of parliament, in the 24 year of his Majesty, King and searcher
George the Third, intitled An act for reviving an act of the 12th year of °f ltatlier‘
the reign of his present Majesty for incouraging the manufacture of
leathers, &c., and for extending several acts of parliament relative to
the manufacture of leather in that part of Great Britain called Scotland,
the lord provost and magistrates are, inter alia, authorized to appoint
tryers, sealers and searchers of leather in their jurisdiction, as by the
said act is specially directed, for preventing the sale of unsufficient goods,
&c., and praying the lord provost and magistrates to nominate and appoint
him for the purposes mentioned in the foresaid acts; which petition, with
the said act of parliament of the 24 year of his present Majestys reign,
and other acts therein recited, being read to and considered by the lord
provost, magistrates and council now conveened, they nominate, authorize
and appoint the said Robert Scott to be a tryer, sealer and searcher of
leather within the royalty of the city of Glasgow, in the terms of and with
the powers contained in the foresaid act of parliament of the 24 year of
his present Majesty, and in the other acts of parliament therein recited,
and that for the space of one year from the date hereof, and remitt to any
of the magistrates to take the oath of the said Robert Scott that he shall
faithfully, punctually and honestly execute the powers committed to him
by the foresaid acts of parliament and by this commission.
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5 October 1784
Election of [John Campbell, provost, Alexander Low and John Laurie, of the merchant
provost and railk au(j james Muirhead, of the crafts rank, bailies.]
bailies. 3 J

8 October 1784
Councillors. [Thirteen merchants and twelve craftsmen councillors for the ensuing

year.]
13 October 1784

Dean of guild, [Alexander Brown, dean of guild; Robert Mann, deacon convener;
&c’ William Craig, treasurer; James M'Dowal, baillie of Gorbals; William Hill,

weaver, conjunct bailie of Gorbals; John Brown, master of work ; John Hutton,
water baillie; George Millar, bailie of Provan; James Buchanan, visitor of
maltmen; David Hutcheson, procurator fiscal; John Wilson and John Orr,
town clerks.]

Directors, [Appointments of directors of the town’s hospital, annual committee,
and comm is" comnilttee on public works, Clyde commissioners, bridge commissioners, and
sioners. committee on Grammar School.]

22 December 1784
Magistrates Considering that William French and John Robertson, merchants in
t™di°s'char^e Glasgow, and others, the cautioners for the now deceased Andrew
Andrew Buchanan, late chamberlain to the city his accounting for his intro-
cautioners, nussions with the cities funds as their chamberlain to the extent of £1,000
tion tVthen’ s^-er^nS’ bave granted bond to the city for the most part of the debt owing

by the said Andrew Buchanan, therefore authorize and appoint the
magistrates, or any two of them, in name and behalf of the magistrates
and council, to grant to the aforesaids cautioners for the said Andrew
Buchanan a discharge of their cautionry obligements for him and also
an assignation, to the end they may operate their relief from his heirs and
representers and his subjects of the said cautioners their foresaid oblige-
ment.

The lord provost represented that on account of the straitened circum­
stances of the widow of Andrew Buchanan, late chamberlain, the
magistrates had ordered £10 of her annual pension of £40 to be paid to
her by advance, which the magistrates and council now conveened approve 

Mrs.
Buchanan’s
annual pen­
sion to be
paid quar­
terly per
advance.
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of and ordain the chamberlain in future to pay the foresaid pension of
£40 to the widow of the said Andrew Buchanan quarterly per advance,
ay and until this order of council is recalled.

In respect of the narrow circumstances of John Campbell, the cities The quarter
quarter master, authorize the chamberlain to pay to him his salary °f ^faryto be
£25 sterling, yearly, and that quarterly and per advance to enable him topaidquar-
support himself and his family. advance*

Authorize and appoint Messrs. Robert Findlay [and others] as a Committee to
committee, with power to them to consider the offer this day made Gordons
Mr. James Gordon, merchant in Glasgow, with respect to his intention offer for pur-
of purchasing a part of Ramshorn ground, belonging to the city, and Ramshora
to report their opinion to the magistrates and council on Tuesday next, ground.

Appoint advertisements to be published in the Glasgow newspapers, Sale of Rams-
intimating that the Ramshorn grounds are to be sold in lotts for tobe^d^?1
building upon, conform to a plan and upon the terms expressed in a former tised.
act of council, and desiring persons who mean to purchase to give in
their proposals to the town clerks.

Appoint the committee formerly named on Saint Andrews ground to Committee on
reconsider the situation of that ground and the offers which have been A°drews
made by James and John Craig, the adjacent heritors, and to report6
their opinion thereanent.

On considering a petition given in by Mr. Gillies and others, Petition for
proprietors of the iron work at Dalnotter, craving the magistrates and Dalnotter
council would order a jettee to be made in the river Clyde, near to the company
said iron work, for removing a bank of sand or mudd collected in therefuaed-
river, which impedes the landing of boats at the quay of Dalnotter, the
magistrates and council refuse the desire of the said petition which is now
redelivered to Mr. Gillis.

Appoint Patrick Colquhoun, esqr., late lord provost, William Craig Committee to
and James Brodie, late baillies, as a committee to consider upon a proper ? Place ,for

. • .. , r r x selling fresh
place m the city for selling fresh herrings, so as the practice of setting herrings.
down and selling these on the public streets and impeding the free
passage thereon may be discontinued.

A petition from James Murdoch and others, craving that lamps may Petition for
be ordered to be sett up on the high road to the eastward of the old lail,Psr " refused.
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Gallowgate tollbar and betwixt it and the new tollbar being read, the
magistrates and council refuse the desire of the said petition.

William Adinitt and receive William Douglass, esqr. of Pendleton, an
esqr^honor- h°norary burgess and guild brother of the city of Glasgow.
ary burgess
aud guild 28 December 1784
brother.
Report, com- The committee appointed, by act of the 22 December current, to
Mr Gordons cons^er the offer made by Mr. James Gordon, merchant, relative to his
offer to pur- purchasing a part of Ramshorn ground belonging to the city, gave in a
Ramsnorn reP01’t, after reading whereof the said James Gordon produced a letter
ground. of the date hereof, subscribed by him, signifying that he was unwilling

to purchase that part of Ramshorn ground for which he made a former
offer on the terms mentioned in the said report, and therefore he in the
said letter made an offer to purchase that piece of ground to the north­
ward of the Incle factory, being by the plan about 4-5 feet broad, north
and south, and 300 feet in length from east to west, at Is. Gd. per yard, the
price at which it is valued, the one half of the purchase money to be paid
down and the other half converted into a ground annual at five per cent.,
redeemable on 25 years purchase, in terms of the report of the committee;
which letter being read to and considered by the magistrates and council
now conveened they agree to dispone the foresaid piece of ground, to
be holden feu of the city, for the price and yearly feu duty mentioned in
the above letter, but always with and under the express burdens, pro­
visions, and conditions contained in a feu contract of a part of the said
Ramshorn ground, granted by the magistrates and council to George
Crawford, merchant, late baillie of Glasgow; all of which are appointed
to be ingrost in the feu contract to be executed betwixt the city and the
said Mr. Gordon, feuing out to him the piece of ground mentioned in his
foresaid letter.

Committee Nominate and appoint the magistrates [and others], and the master
about Rams- of work, as a committee of council, with power to them to cause make out
horn grounds. xan exact plan of Ramshorn ground and to lay off the same in steddings

for building and to fix the price of each stedding agreeable to the act of
council thereanent. And appoint the said plan when made out to be
laid before the council for their consideration, and after the said plan 
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is approved of impower and authorize the said committee to conclude
bargains with persons inclining to few the foresaid lotts of ground and to
grant few rights thereof to the purchasers, which are expressly appointed
to contain all the clauses, burdens, provisions and conditions contained in
the few contract entered into betwixt the magistrates and council and
George Crawford, merchant, late baillie of Glasgow.1 Also remitt to and
authorize the said committee to settle and adjust the matters subsisting
betwixt the city and the heirs of the late Messrs. Alexr. Speirs and John
Glasford, and the partners of the Incle factory, and to report their pro­
ceedings in the premises to the magistrates and council. Also remitt to
the said committee or their quorum to consider if any part of the
Hamshorn ground can with propriety be sett apart for holding carts which
at present incumber the streets of the city, and also if any part of the
said ground can be set apart for building a convenient Grammer School.

On report of the committee on Buchanans Street appoint the said Buchanans
street to be causwayed at the cities expence from Argyle street north-SLreet to be
wards untill it reach the north end of Mr. James M‘Dowals lodging, the
proprietors of ground on each side of the said Buchanans Street^ being
always obliged to level the said street in a proper manner, and preparing
it for being causwayed at their own expences.

Ordain the procurator fiscal to give in a state of the several processes State of nro-
wherein the city are concerned under his management, and also ordain &c':
the baillies in the church yards of Glasgow to report the bills oftality.
mortality to the magistrates and council.

31 January 1785
There was produced a representation, signed by Messrs. Bobert Representa-

Dunmore and Alexander Grindlay, for themselves and partners of the ?O1| I,o“ , e *• Incle factory
Incle manufactory m Glasgow, and which had been, on 28th January proposing an
current, laid before and considered by the committee of council appointed p^t oMhoi^
to sell the Bamshorn grounds, of which representation the tenor follows: — grounds for

pai-t oi Rams-
“ Unto the committee of council appointed and empowered to sell the b°m ground

Rainshorn grounds and to make an excambion with the Incle factory for the the city.°
ground necessary to complete the street opposite their property, Messrs.

1 Seo Glasg. Rco., vii., p. 659, No. 1340.
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Dunmore, Crawford, Dale, and Grindlay, partners of the Incle factory,
humbly represent that they are willing to accommodate the city by an
excambion of the ground to the south of the front line of their houses and
property, with an equal quantity of ground contiguous to their property on
the west, east, and north, and bounded on one side by the east street, the street
laid out in the plan made out by the council (which plan they are informed
is amissing) and the present street from south to north, and which they appre­
hend will answer better for the city than the one lately laid before the council
as it will enlarge the breadth of the intended square without being of any
disadvantage to the general plan of the grounds in any respect, so far as they
can see or are informed, and they are willing to pay or receive from the city
at the rate of 2s. per square yard for whatever quantity of ground given shall
exceed or fall short of the ground to be received by the town. They are far
from wishing to put the city to any expence in order to procure the proposed
excambion further than what is evidently necessary for inclosing them in the
same manner they are at present, by carrying back their present gates to the
line of the intended street and the wall to the east of their house possessed by
Mr. Blackburn. They are informed that the ground to the north of their
property is sold to Mr. James Gordon, but they have no reason to think that
he will refuse to accept of the same quantity on the north side of the street
running from west to east through the Ramshorn grounds, when his not doing
so stands in the way of an excambion so necessary for completing the main
street, which the representers are determined not to agree to upon any other
terms without being forced, -which would cost more money than the value
of the whole grounds to be exchanged. Incle Factory, 28th January 1785.”

Minute of
committee
Ramshorn
ground on
the foresaid
representa­
tion.

To which representation there is added a minute by way of answer
thereto signed by John Campbell, esqr., lord provost, as preses of the
committee on Ramshorn ground, of the following tenor: —

“ Glasgow, 28th January, 1785. Gentlemen,—The committee appointed
on by the town council of Glasgow for laying oh and selling the Ramshorn

ground have considered the offer made by you in the annexed letter, and they
are of opinion that it is an adventageous one for the community, and ought to
be accepted of by the council and they agree to it in so far as they have power
vested in them to conclude a bargain, and unanimously recommend it to the
to-wn council to agree to it (signed) John Campbell.” Directed: “To
Messrs. Robert Dunmore, Alexr. Grindlay, and other partners of the Incle
Factory, Glasgow.”
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And with the foresaid representation and minute thereto subjoined
there was produced a minute of the committee on the said Ramshorn
ground, subscribed by the said lord provost, of the folowing tenor: —

“ Glasgow, 28th January, 1785. At a meeting of the committee of council
upon the Ramshorn ground. A letter from the partners of the Incle Factory
was laid before the meeting, desiring that an alteration might be made in the
manner in which the streets of the Ramshorn ground are at present laid oft*,
and that the street runing east and west behind that factory should be brought
close to the back of it in the manner delineated upon a plan now before the
meeting, which is agreeable to the original plan approved by the council, now
mislaid and amissing, by which means there will be added 206 yards to the
factory ground in the north west corner of it and 40 yards upon the north
east corner will be taken from it, which the partners propose to exchange in
the manner mentioned in that letter. By that alteration the piece of ground
which the council lately agreed to sell to Mr. James Gordon and others would
be occupied by the street now proposed. The meeting are unanimously of
opinion that the offer made by the Incle factory company is advantageous for
the community and ought to be accepted of, provided Mr. Gordon and his
partners will agree to renounce their first bargain and will take ground for
erecting their intended buildings upon on the north side of the new proposed
street (which shall be called Cotton street1) and on the east’’side of the street
which runs northward to the houses of baillie Smith and Dr. Findlay (which
is to be called John Street), in manner and upon the terms following, viz.,
80 feet deep from south to north and 225 feet from west to east upon the lines
of the said two streets, at the price of Is. 6d. sterling per square yard. This
proposal being made to Mr. John Riddell, one of Mr. Gordons partners, present
at the meeting, he agreed to the proposed alteration and to take ground for
the said buildings on the terms before mentioned, with this declaration that
if the offer be not accepted by the council he and his other partners reserved to
themselves their right of insisting for implement of their first bargain. The
meeting unanimously agree to the alterations of the streets proposed by the
Incle factory company and to Mr. Riddells offer, so far as they have power from
the magistrates and town council to conclude bargains and they recommend
to the council to confirm the alterations before mentioned as advantageous to
the community. In the meantime the meeting impower Mr. Brown, master of

1 Now called Cochrane Street.
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work, and Air. James Barry to delineate and mark oft’ the streets and ground
according to these alterations to-morrow forenoon. The meeting are of
opinion that there ought to be a space of 70 feet from east to west upon the
front of Ingram Street, between the wall of Ramshorn Church yard and the
street nearest to it runing south and north, which is to be called Incle Street,1
and is to be 60 feet wide, and they desire Messrs. Brown and Barry to lay oft
the ground in that manner and to make a plan of it.”

21 February 1785

Precept,
John Galt.

council now conveened, they approve of the matters contained in the said
representation and minutes and agree that the same shall be carried into
execution, which they hereby empower the aforesaid committee on
Ramshorn ground to do with all convenient speed and to execute the
proper writings for accomplishing the premises, but always in terms of

.the regulations of the magistrates and council respecting the sale and
disposal of Ramshorn grounds and upon the express terms and conditions
contained in a few contract of part of the said grounds executed betwixt
former magistrates and council and George Crawford, merchant in
Glasgow, and appoint' the before mentioned Mr. Gilbert Hamilton and
the master of work, in the space of ten days from this date, to cause
the said -James Barry make out an exact and accurate plan of the
Ramshorn ground in the terms herein before agreed on.

Ordain William Craig, treasurer, to pay to John Galt, teacher of
English in Glasgow, £7 10s. sterling for his teaching his scholars in the
English school, under the patronage of this city, from Whitsunday 1784
to Candlemas 1785.

Representa- Which representation and minutes of the committee on Ramshorn
posalsofIncle ground before insert being read to and considered by the magistrates and
factory com­
pany and
minutes of
committee on
Ramshom
ground
agreed to.

Committee on Appoint the committee for geting bridges built by the proprietors
canal^to exe- the ^onkland canal across the same, for making entries to the towns
cute their milns at Provan and near the head of the town, by former act of council,
powers. carry the matters therein contained into execution, and to report with

all convenient speed.
Plan of There was produced a paper printed, sent to the lord provost by the
burrows re?6 trades house of Glasgow, entitled “ Heads of a plan for reforming the
milted to the i Now Montrose Street.
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present abuses in the government of the royal burrows of Scotland, humbly annual corn-
submitted to the committee of delegates,” which plan being read to themittee’
magistrates and council now conveened, they referr the consideration
thereof to the annual committee of the magistrates and council and
enjoin them to report their opinion thereanent.

Appoint baillie Brodie, any of the clerks and the master of work, as Committee to
a committee of council to inspect the towns house at the meal market of JXtis house
Glasgow and to report their opinion, the present situation thereof, and at the meal
how the same should be disposed of.

17 March 1785
The lord provost represented that from the votes of the honorable the Anderston

commons of Great Britain, in parliament assembled, it appeared that
Peter Murdoch and other partners in a brewary business in the village of repeaj^f the
Anderstoun, near Glasgow, had given in a petition to the house of nies per pint
commons praying for leave to bring in a bill for repealing or explaining
and amending a clause in an act passed in the 28th year of King George
the Second [the Impost act, 28 George II. c. 29 (1755).1 The magistrates
and council resolved to oppose this application, and authorised the lord
provost to sign a petition to the house of commons to that effect.]

The magistrates and council authorize and empower the committee A plott of
on Ramshorn ground to sell to Mr. James Spreul, merchant, that plott of ground°to bo
Ramshorn ground lying to the south of the plott of ground which he has sold to James
already purchased and betwixt that plott and George street, at the price ‘
of fifteen pence sterling, in respect of the bad situation of the ground,
but always upon the terms and under the provisions and conditions
formerly fixed by the magistrates and council with respect to the sales
of said Ramshorn grounds.

1 Glasg. Rec., vol. vi., p. 574.

25 February 1785
Authorise the magistrates to admitt and receive the right honorable Lord Dum-

the earl of Dumfries and lord viscount Erne as honorary burgesses and viscount lord
guild brothers of the city of Glasgow. Erne, bur-

gesses.
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StPEtC°h There was produced a letter from George Murdoch, late provost of
ground to be Glasgow, addressed to John Wilson, town clerk, signifying his inclination
George Mur Purc^ase ^w0 St. Enochs croft ground on the south side of the
dochf high road from Glasgow to Grahamston, which being read to and con­

sidered by the magistrates and council, they hereby authorize and impower
the magistrates to execute a disposition to the said George Murdoch of
the ground wanted by him, for the same price per square yard and on
the same terms and conditions the adjacent ground was sold to Miss
Crawfords.

Joshua Camp- There was presented a petition for Joshua Campbell, musician,
refused.tltlOn Praying f°r an augmentation of his salary for playing on the music bells,

and the magistrates and council considering that the orio-inal salary
paid for playing on the said bells was only £15 sterling and that thereafter
it was augmented to £20, and that when the salary was augmented to
£30, £10 of that sum was paid to Alexander Telfer, who was a joint
player on the bells with said Joshua Campbell, and that he the said
Alexander Telfer has long given up his playing on the said bells, therefore
refuse the desire of said petition and adhere to former act of council
restricting the said Joshua Campbells salary to £20 sterling per annum,
and find he is only to be paid at that rate from Martimas 1783 and in time
coming, in respect the former act of council relative to his salary bearing
date the 15 September 1783 was intimated to him.

8 April 1785
Letter from The lord provost produced a letter addressed to him and the
committee of magis^ra^esj subscribed by James Hunter Blair, esqr., as preses of the
royal annual committee of the royal boroughs in Scotland, dated at Edinburgh
planolreform March last, importing that the said convention of royal boroughs had
to be op- committed authority to the annual committee to attend to any application
pose * that might be made to parliament for altering the present constitution

of the boroughs, and to oppose the same and take every legal step to defeat
all such attempts; that in consequence of the above recommendation and
appointment of the general convention the annual committee had taken
into their consideration the above matter, as also a printed scheme or
plan of the intended reformation of the constitution of the boroughs, and 
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after deliberating thereon, they were fully convinced that if the proposed
alterations, or reformation as it is called, were to take place, it would
be productive of many hurtful and mischevious consequences, as it would
unhinge a constitution which has stood the test of ages, and therefore
the said annual committee, in virtue of the conventional powers with
which they are vested, resolved to do everything in their power to oppose
and defeat any application which shall be made to parliament by persons,
who are few in number, calling themselves, a committee for reformation
and altering the present happy constitution. Which letter being read to
and considered by the magistrates and council now conveened, they
approve thereof and authorize and appoint the clerk in their name to write
to the lord advocate for Scotland, member in parliament for this city, to
oppose any application that shall be made to parliament for an alteration
of the sett of the royal boroughs in Scotland, and also to inform the said
Mr. Hunter Blair that the lord advocate has been requested to make the
opposition aforesaid.

Resolve and agree to get the ground belonging to John and James Craigs ground
Craigs, lying adjacent to St. Andrews Church, and necessary for widening Andrews
the area of said church, valued by a jurv and adjudged to belong to the church t° be

.. . . nn >r> i • . * -1 , , ,, •. i . . valued by acity, in terms of the act of parliament, and recommend to the clerks to get jury.
this matter carried into execution.

Authorise the procurator fiscal to get from Mathew Gilmour, writer Fiscal to get
in Glasgow, the book or record kept by his father, as baillie of the High iXTiVthe16
church yard, of the several lairs or burrial places therein and the names of High church,
the proprietors thereof, and if he refuse to deliver the said book to a^teofthe
prosecute him for delivery thereof before the magistrates. And ordain processes
the procurator fiscal, on the 18th current, to give in a state of the processes management.
under his management wherein the city are concerned.

14 April 1785
There was transmitted to the meeting, by the annual committee, the Copy of a

copy of a letter meant to be wrote to each of the royal burrows in Joyal*bur-he
Scotland with respect to the commercial treaty now pending betwixt rows ap-
Great Britain and Ireland, and with respect to the tax imposed on cotton pro'ed ° ‘
stuffs, &c.; which copy being read to and considered by the magistrates Commercial

treaty with
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and council, they are unanimously of opinion that the tenor and terms of
the said copy are proper, and therefore they order the said copy to be
printed, and authorise the lord provost in name of the magistrates and
council to subscribe the said letter when printed and to transmit copies
thereof to the magistrates and council of each royal barrow in Scotland,
with all convenient speed, towards accomplishing whereof the foresaid
copy is now delivered to Mr. Gilbert Hamilton in order to his geting
copies thereof printed and thereafter to be signed and transmitted as
aforesaid.

to Authorise and appoint the lord provost [and others] as a committee
of council, with power to them to meet with the professors in the university
in Glasgow and to treat with them not only with regard to the decreet
which they lately obtained against this city before the court of session,
relative to the citys removing the Pig house, but also with respect to all
other differences and disputes now subsisting betwixt the city and the
college, with power to the said committee, in name of the magistrates
and council, to submitt all these differences with the college to neutral
persons to be mutually chosen; and in case the professors shall refuse
either to treat or submit, then the aforesaid committee are hereby
empowered and authorised to prosecute and follow forth all such measures
as they shall judge proper for the interest of the city.

John Brown, master of work and preceptor of St. Nicolas Hospital in
Glasgow, represented that from a copy of a rental of the funds payable
to the said hospital it appeared that Colin Rae, esqr. of Little Govan, was
chai gable with a feu duty of two bolls of meal payable by him out of some
lands at the head of the Green to the said hospital, and of which feu
duty there was no less than 23 years owing; that within these two or three
days last be had received payment from James Hill, writer, on account
of the .aid Colin Rae, of the said 23 years feu duty, at the rate of two bolls
of meal yearly, hut that understanding from the said James Hill that the
said Colin Rae, in his own title deeds to his foresaid lands, was burdened
with the payment to the said hospital of five bolls of meal yearly instead
of two, he the said John Brown •would only grant a receipt for the money
ho had received from Mr. Hill to account and in part payment of the feu
duties which Mr. Rae owed to the hospital, but that Mr. Hill refused to 
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take the receipt in these terms and insisted on Mr. Brown returning to
him the money he had received, and therefore Mr. Brown reouested the
magistrates and council to direct him how he was to behave in the matter.
Which being considered by the magistrates and council now conveened,
they ordain the said John Brown, preceptor, to return to Mr. Hill the
money received from him and to demand payment from Mr. Bae of the
feu duty owing by him to the hospital, at the rate of five bolls of meal
yearly, and if payment is refused to raise an action against Mr. Bae for
payment and to call for exhibition of his title deeds for instructing the
amount of the yearly feu duty payable by him.

Authorise the magestrats to cause remove and take down the brick The brick
wall in the fish mercate and to remove the three beef stands therein and eV^mercate

place the same in the beef or muton mercate. to be re­
moved.

19 May 1785
There was presented a petition in name of the heritors and inhabitants A well to be

of the High Street, from the Grammar School Wynd to the Wynd head, Highstreet?

New Vennal, Havanah and Buns Wynd streets, setting furth the scarcity
of water in these streets and praying the magistrates and council would be
pleased to cause sett doun two wells for an additional supply of water
to the inhabitants, one of them a little within Buns Wynd and the other
on the High Street, near the house lately possessed by the reverend Dr.
Hamilton, minister, now deceased; which petition being read to and con­
sidered by the magistrates and council now conveened, they authorize and
appoint the master of work to cause sett down a well near to the south
end of the foresaid house lately possessed by Dr. Hamilton.

On considering a letter from Bobert M'Lintoch, merchant, of the M‘Lintochs

13 May current, intimating his intention of enclosing his ground ciosin
Kelvinhaugh, adjacent to the cities grounds, sett to the Smithfield grounds.
company, the magistrates and council resolve neither to authorize or be
at any expence in making the said intended inclosure, as the same is
meant to be made close to the river side and if allowed will stop up the
road leading through Mr. M'Lintochs lee ground on the water side to the
ferry of Govan and to the towns miln at Partick. And also resolve to
have a road of 24 feet broad1 along the north side of the river Clyde
1 Written on margin :—“ Note.—Legal width is 20 feet. See act 1772, or General road act.” 
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where there always has been a public road from the Broomielaw to Govan
ferry and from thence to Partick, more especially as the trustees on the
turnpike road from Grahamston to Yoker bridge have suggested an
inclination, out of their funds, to make a proper road from Broomielaw
to the foresaid ferry, if the obstructions now subsisting on that road
shall be removed.

£10 yearly to
John Gaull,
teacher of
English.

Ordain the treasurer to pay to John Gaull, teacher of English in
Glasgow, the sum of £10 sterling, yearly, from the term of Candlemas
last and so long as he shall be continued as master for teaching the

Letter about
levelling the
hill at the
Stable Green
port.

Committee
thereon.

children in the said English school.
There was produced a letter, of the 19th April last, subscribed by

John Maxwell, clerk to the trustees on the Inchbelly road, and by Thomas
Buchanan, treasurer and clerk to the proprietors of the Monkland Canal,
quoted on the back “ application to the magistrates,” intimating that
the trustees and canal company will be at the expence of levelling, as far
as they may judge proper, the hill on the south side of the tollbar at the
Stable Green port, by taking off part of the summitt and laying it in the
hollow between St. Nicolas Hospital and the alms house, providing the
town of Glasgow will be at the expence of placing a covered syver in that
hollow and of causwaying the whole of what may be tirred and banked,
providing these operations be conducted at the sight and by the direction
of the trustees. Which letter being considered by the magistrates and
council, they remitt the consideration thereof to the deacon conveener,
baillies Brodie and Craig, and the master of work, and in case they find
it necessary that the pull mentioned in the letter should be lowered,
recommend to them to stipulate with the trustees and canal company the
whole of the work shall be executed at the sight and by the direction of
the master of work.

Committee There was a memorial presented in name of John Hutton, water
Huttons baillie, representing that boats and vessels coming to the Broomilaw quay
petition. were much incommoded by mudd, &c., choaking up the sides of the quay,

and containing several other matters; which memorial being read and
considered by the magistrates and council they remitt the consideration
thereof to the magistrates, dean of guild, deacon conveener and treasurer,
with power to them to do in the premises as they shall think proper.
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Subscribed a disposition to Helen, Agnes, William and Janet Subscribed
Crawfords, daughters of the deceased John Crawford, late surgeon inMissCraw-
Glasgow, equally among them, their heirs or assignees, of these 746 yards
of ground in St. Enochs Croft, lying within the royalty of the city of
Glasgow and on the south side of that street called Argyle Street, bounded
by the said street on the north, the lands of (blank) on the west, the other
parts of said St. Enochs ground belonging to the city on the east, and the
lands belonging to the heirs of Robert Glen, merchant, on the south parts.
[Disponees to lay a pavement of ten feet in breadth along front facing
Argyle Street, and they are] debarred from carrying on any business
of tanning of leather, making of candle or soap, brewing or dis­
tilling, or any other business hurtful or nauseous to the inhabitants
of the buildings already erected or to be erected on St. Enochs
ground; and as the said ground was sold for £96 12s. sterling the treasurer
is hereby ordained to charge himself with that sum.

The magistrates and council resolve and agree to build cells at the Cells to be
towns hospital for holding and confining thieves, vagrants and other hospitM.tO'Vn
disorderly persons, and remitt to the magistrates, dean of guild and
deacon conveener, to get the building carried into execution.

[Approved of report by committee on the chamberlain’s accounts from Report on
Martinmas, 1783, to 31st December, 1784, finding the accounts correct and the changer­
containing the following remarks and recommendations:—“The committee lain.
are of opinion that where the magistrates or council are only trustees on any
particular subject and under the controul of commissioners, that a book should
be kept for each of these subjects separately, and that the yearly docketted
accounts from the beginning should be copied in that book, and that for the
future each years accounts should be entered therein, and that the ballances
of such books should correspond with the sum owing by or to the city in their
books. The committee therefore recommend to the council that order be given to
their chamberlain desiring him to open books for the Clyde navigation, the new
bridge, the Cumbrae Lighthouse, and the statute work, in which shall be fairly
stated the money received and the payments made, and shall be open and patent
at all times to commissioners and others having interest therein; for which
labour and service the committee are of opinion that Mr. Logan should be paid
from the respective subjects.” *]

1 MS. Report Book, p. 58.
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10 June 1785
Canal com- The committee appointed to enquire about tho road which lately led
a bridge for a^roin uorth to the towns miln possessed by Robert Wardrop, an

which road is now cutt off by the Monkland canal, gave in a report beating
that in their opinion the proprietors of the Monkland canal ought, at their
own expence, to build a bridge for a road or passage to said miln over the
canal, at that place thereof where the road leading from the north to
the said miln existed before it was cutt by the canal; which report being
read to and considered by the magistrates and council now conveened,
they approve thereof and desire the clerks to take the proper legal steps for
obliging the canal company to build the said bridge, if they do not
voluntarily agree so to do within ten days after this act of council shall
be intimated to them.

=-zz The committee appointed to enquire about the snuff miln belonging
_____ to the city, lately possessed by the deceast Ninian Bryce, as their opinion

tzrexvez reported that the magistrates and council, in respect of the failure of
Robert Wark, the present tacksman of the said miln, ought to give up
rhe tack thereof to the said Robert Wark and to retain the machinary and
utensills of the miln made by him, for the bygone rents he is owing, and
that the petition cf the said Robert Warks cautioners in other respects
ought to te refused: ~utch report1 being considered by the magistrates and
council they approve thereof and recommend to and enjoin the master of
work *c take proper steps for preserving the miln and machinary thereof
from gteing into ruin and disrepair.

The committee appointed to enquire into a sale of part of the land
at the head of the Green, which was purchased from Mr. Rae of Little

gS~ Govan, gave in a report, which being considered by the magistrates and
COUI1cil they unanimously agree to implement the bargain which was
made with Mr. Gilbert Hamilton for the sale of that land, in terms of the

1 “The committee visited the snuff mill,
set in tack to Robert Wark, in order to be
erected into a wheat mill, and have perused
.j.e petition given in by James and Archibald
Wark his cautioners, and are of opinion that

the alterations craved in the petition,
the machinery from tho grinding of

wheat to grinding of bear and peas, would
interfere with the rights of the corn mill and
bring tho town into disputes, and therefore
would rccommond to tho council to give up
the tack and to retain all the machinery and
alterations about tho mill for the byuono
rents.” (MB. Report Book, p. 60.)
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act of council of Gth July last, and appoint the committee formerly named
on this business to take the necessary steps for carrying the sale into
execution. At the same time recommend to Mr. Gilbert Hamilton still
to give Mr. George Provan an offer of retaining his right to the half of
the purchase if he shall incline to have it. And the thanks of the
magistrates and council are voted to Mr. Provan for his behaviour to
them in this affair.

The committee appointed to consider the petition of Messrs. Finlay Feu rights to
and Anderson for building a dyke on part of the lands of Craigs reported <jraigs.
that, before an answer to that petition can be given, Messrs. Finlay and
Anderson ought to produce their feu right to the ground mentioned in the
petition, and that there is no necessity for building the dyke nntill their
right be produced, which report the magistrates and council approve of.

Kemitt to the committee which was appointed on the 4th October Price which
last, upon a proposal then made by the tontine society to purchase some goci^°.nUU°
subjects at the back of the exchange belonging to the city, to visit and should pay
inspect of new these subjects and to report their opinion to next council jects.
with regard to the price which the said society ought to pay for these
subjects.

There was produced a new plan of cells to be made at the towns Cells at the
hospital for confining thieves and other criminals, differing from the bunttO
plan formerly agreed to, which new plan being considered by the magis­
trates and council they approve thereof and grant power to the committee
formerly appointed on this business to carry the said new plan and
proposed buildings into execution.

There was produced a petition to the quarterly meeting of the Plan for
directors of the towns hospital, in names of Messrs. M‘Caul, Porteous andch,ari^y
Lockhart, ministers, empowered and appointed by the general session
of Glasgow, to the following effect, showing: —

That by a late enquiry the general session are convinced that a great
many children in the city are grown and growing up without education. Sensible
that this evil must in part be ascribed to the negligence of parents, they have
instructed the particular sessions to be at pains to discover such parents and
to take every step which may be useful to secure the education of their
children. The general sessions have likewise found a considerable want of



Ill

168 EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS [1785.

education arising from the poverty of parents. This evil can be remedied in
no other way but by the institution of charity schools. Of these there are
already three in the city, one of Mr. Crawfords, for the support of which he
mortified £15 sterling per annum, and two of Mr. Tenants, for each of
which he mortified £10 sterling per annum several years ago. The general
session were under the necessity of raising the salary of these two schools to £15
per annum out of the interest of their small capital. The late Daniel Baxter
has mortified £200 sterling to the general session and appointed the interest
of that sum to be applied for the education of poor children. The general
session have been enabled to erect this fourth school immediately, by the
assistance of the patrons of Hutchesons Hospital, but when they consider the
state of their own funds, which are almost entirely exhausted by the late dear
years, they find themselves unable to give the £5 additional salary to Mr.
Baxters school and still less able to remove the following inconveniences :—
first, the present school rooms are too small, ill aired and unhealthy; secondly,
the poor scholars are often kept out of school for want of money to purchase
the necessary books; third, the appointment of the masters are still too low,
and being all at stated salaries no part can be bestowed as the reward of success
in theii' business. To remove these inconveniences the general session humbly
propose that each of the societies who contribute to the support of the towns
hospital shall, with consent of the directors, pay in to the general session their
proportion of £30 sterling annually, according to the different sums payable by
each society; which sums to be paid to the general session shall be deducted
out of the annual, half yearly, or quarterly payments made by each society
to the towns hospital. Which sum of £30 shall be annually employed and laid
out in the following manner :—first, in paying the rent of four large, well-
aired, and convenient school rooms which are to be taken at the sight of the
lord provost, dean of guild, conveener and preceptor of the towns hospital
for the time, the rents to be paid by the general session not exceeding £5 per
annum for each school room; secondly, books are to be purchased and given
for the use of the children at school, by order of the general session, for which
they are to pay a sum not exceeding £5 per annum; thirdly, the master to be
employed in teaching Mr. Baxters school shall receive £5 a year of additional
salary out of this fund to be paid by the general session; fourthly, whatever
balances shall arise from the two first articles of expenditure shall be divided
among the masters, in proportion to their success, by the general session, in the
month of January each year when they receive the annual report of their
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committee for superintending the schools. Praying therefore it might please
the directors so far to approve of these proposals as to remitt them for the
consideration of the town council, the merchants house and the trades house,
that their opinion, together with that of the general session, may be laid
before a subsequent meeting of the directors, or to take whatever steps they may
judge expedient and reasonable. Glasgow, 16 May, 1785. (Signed) John
M‘Caul, Will. Porteous, Wm. Lockhart.”

Upon the back of which petition there is a remitt in the following
words: —

“ Towns Hospital, Glasgow, 19th May 1785. The directors being con-
vccned they approve of the proposals in this petition and remitt as thereby
craved, and appoint Messrs. M‘Caul, Porteous and Lockhart, as a committee,
to correspond with the town council, the merchants and trades houses, and
to procure their approbation and directions for carrying the said proposals
into execution and to report.”

Which petition and remitt being considered by the magistrates and Plan for
council, they ordain the same to be engrost in the minutes of council and schools ap-
approve of the plan therein proposed, it being always understood that theProved of-
magistrates, dean of guild and deacon conveener, for the time being, are
to be consulted and give their sanction and approbation to the execution
of the foresaid plan which the magistrates and council hereby empowered
them to give.

In respect of the death of Mr. James Barr, late master of the Augmeuta-
Grammar School, who enjoyed a pension from the town of £60 sterling per School™
annum, and that the salaries of the present masters of the Grammar School masters salar-
are too small, the magistrates and council agree to augment their salariesles'
by adding £5 sterling per annum thereto, making each of the four masters
their ordinary salaries in all £25 sterling per annum, and further to
augment the masters salary who teaches the fourth or last class of the
school (which they do by turns) £10 sterling per annum, over and above
the said £25, making his salary in all for that year £35 sterling; these
augmentations to take place from Whitsunday 1785, at which term
the pension to the late Mr. Barr ceased and to which term the said pension
is ordered to be paid up.

Recommend to the master of work to give orders for cleaning the Churches to
be cleaned. 
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different churches in town at the towns expence (excepting Saint Andrews
Church, which is to be cleaned by James Inglis who has a salary for that
purpose) and also to order the roof and pillars of the Tron church to bo
whitened.

toafiStr^teS Empower the magistrates to conclude a bargain with William
with William Alexander, farmer in Laigh Possle, for cleaning the whole streets, lanes
forcleanirw auc^ s^e pavements of the city, for one year after the (blank) day of
streets. ° (blank) 1785, for which he is to be paid £35, and recommend to the

magistrates to interpone their authority for giving him a right to the
dung gathered from and lying on the streets.

Committee to A letter from John Gray, relative to his bringing an additional
Grays letter11 T^^tity of water to the towns miln of Provan, on his own expence, on
about Provan getting a tack of the said miln for 19 years, being considered by the

magistrates and council, they remitt to Messrs. James M‘Gregor and
James Brodie and the master of work, as a committee of council, with 

Bridge at
slaughter
house to be
widened and
two lamps
put up.

Campbell
Street to be
causwayed,
&c.

Expences in
prosecuting
criminals,
&c., and an
account of
their ex­

power to them to consider the said John Grays proposals and to report
their opinion thereanent.

There was produced a petition from the incorporation of fleshers in
Glasgow, craving that the bridge near the slaughter house might be
widened and two lamps put up at the entries to the slaughter house,
which petition being considered by the magistrates and council they
grant the desire thereof and appoint Messrs. M'Grigor, Brodie, and the
master of work, to carry the foresaid work into execution.

On reading a letter of 9th June current from James Campbell to the
master of work, relative to the causwaying of Campbells Street, the
magistrates and council agree that the said street shall be causwayed and
the sand necessary for that purpose paid by the town, the said James
Campbell and Robert Graeme, writer in Glasgow, granting an obligation
to the town to put the said causway in sufficient repair, whenever twelve
stedings on the forty feet wide part of that street are built, but ordain
the causwaying to be stopt until that obligation be granted.

There was produced to the magistrates and council an account of the
expences incurred for apprehending, prosecuting and convicting criminals,
for robberies, theft and other crimes, and taking precognitions and proofs
in the trials, amounting to £44 13s. 4^d. sterling, which the chamberlain

peaces. 
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is ordered to pay to Mr. Orr, town clerk, for behoof of the persons
mentioned in the said account. And as this city has been subjected to
considerable expences and are likely to be put to still greater advances
of money by carrying the purposes before mentioned into execution and
by causing execute sentences against persons convicted of crimes, and
by the maintaining of prisoners sent to the tolbooth of Glasgow, in
virtue of warrands from the sheriff and justices of the peace for this
county, for which no fund is provided, the magistrates and council are
of opinion that it will be proper to make application on some future
occasion for repayment of those sums from the public funds of the country
which are allocated for these purposes, or from the court of exchequer,
or to parliament for obtaining a suitable tax for reimbursing this
community and establishing a fund for defraying these expences in time
coming; and the chamberlain is ordained to open an account in the cities
books and to enter the whole money paid for the before mentioned and
other similar purposes (including the foresaid account of £44 13s. 4d. and
the sums paid or to be paid for such services since the 1st day of October
last) for which the magistrates are hereby authorised to issue precepts
to the chamberlain from time to time as they find it necessary, in order
that the amount of the sums advanced for the said purposes may be
exactly ascertained when the application before mentioned becomes proper
and expedient.

Admitt Sir Robert Gunning, knight of the bath, (blank) Gunning, Sir Roberfc
esqr., his son, and lieutenant general Alexander M‘Kay, commander in Gunning, &c.,
chief of his Majestys forces in Scotland, as honorary burgesses of this city, honorary bur-

Appoint a meeting of council to be held on Tuesday, 5 July next, for8es3es’
chusing a minister to the Ramshorn church, vacant by the removal of the electing a*
reverend Mr. Archibald Bonnar to the parish of Gramm and- minister to

The committee appointed for fixing a proper place for the sale of chinch.0™
herrings within the city are requested to proceed in that business as soon ^:ico for sale
as possible, and to report to the first meeting of council. of herrings.

29 June 1785
On considering a letter from George Milne, baillie of the High Redd to be

church-yard, stating the insufficiency and ruined state of the dike or wall th^H^h0™
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Cluu-ch yard surrounding the said church-yard, appoint the master of work to cause
carry away the rubbish which has been laid down at the back of the
said dike, on the towns expenses, and remitt to the procurator fiscal to
institute a process at his instance before the dean of guild court against
the proprietors of lairs or burying ground in the said church-yard for com­
pelling them to repair and rebuild the wall of the said church-yard
opposite to their respective lairs.

Precept, Ordain George Buchanan, treasurer, to pay to Mr. Laurence Hill,
Hill. writer to the signet, £84 14s. sterling due to him by the town for his

debursments and pains on settling all processes carried on before the
court of session wherein the toun were concerned, and for postages of
letters and other expences on the touns account, conform to a particular
account commencing 11 August 1784 and ending 25 May last.

SubiukBkm Authorize the lord provost [and others], on the part of the town,
Blantyre. to enter into a submission with the tutors of lord Blantyre, submitting

his claim for damages said to have been done to his quay at the ferry of
Erskine, by operations made for improving the navigation of the river
Clyde, to the determination of George Oswald, esqr. of Scotstoun, and Mr.
Robert Lees, merchant in Greenock.

Submission On considering an account given in by Mathew Gilmour, writer in
Matthew Glasgow, in which the town are charged with sundry articles they
Gilmour. apprehend they have no concern with, authorize the magistrates to submitt

that matter to arbiters, one whereof to be chosen by each party.
Cells and The magistrates and council, considering that of late years there have
hospkal made keen a great number of vagrants apprehended within this city and many
a correction persons convicted of petty thefts and other crimes, the proper and legal

punishment of which is a confinement of such persons in a house of
correction, for longer or shorter spaces of time according to the nature
of their offences, and that it has hitherto been impracticable to put
the law in execution for want of a proper place of confinement for persons
convicted of the crimes before mentioned, and that this evil is daily
encreasing, do therefore enact and ordain that the cells or buildings at the
towns work house, which by the acts of council dated the 14 May last and
10 June current were ordered to be repaired and built (part of which
are now ready) for the reception of criminals, together with such other 
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buildings of the same sort as may hereafter be added to them, shall in
future be used as a legal house of correction for the city of Glasgow
and libertys thereof, and the magistrates of the said city, and their
successors in office in their judicial capacity, are hereby empowered and
authorized, by their written warrands and sentences, to committ persons
convicted of the offences and crimes before described closs prisoners to
the said cells or buildings, to be kept there at hard labour for such
of time as shall appear proper and necessary and as from the nature of
their crimes are warranted by law.1

A plan for building a weigh house on part of Ramshorn ground, next Committee to
to the old church yard dike, being produced, the magistrates and council for builclin^a
appoint Messrs. James M‘Grigor [and others] as a committee of council, weiSh house-
with power to them to consider the said plan, and also a proper spott of the
said Ramshorn ground for holding of carts and waggons, so as the
public high streets may not be encumbered therewith, and appoint the
said committee to report their opinion in the premises to the first meeting
of council.

There was produced a petition, in name of Dougal MTarlan, pro- Committee to
prietor of the Ferry at Govan, complaining that the quays to that ferry a udTo
has been injured by the operation made for improving the navigation consider D.
of the river Clyde, and craving redress; which petition being read, thepetition?*8
magistrates and council appoint Messrs. James M'Grigor [and others]
as a committee of council, with power to them to consider the said petition,
to visit and inspect the quays at Govan ferry and to report their opinion
in the premises to the magistrates and council.

The lord provost, magistrates and council of the city of Glasgow, in Thanks to
council assembled, do unanimously return their most grateful thanks-or^ ?dvocatc
to the right honourable Hay Campbell, lord advocate of Scotland, and vices in par­
member of parliament for this city, for the great care and pains he hashament’
taken in promoting the interest of this corporation during the present
session of parliament, particularly in the repeal of the cotton tax and in
the question which depended before the honorable house of commons
betwixt this city and Messrs. Murdoch, Warroch and company, brewars at

1 The following note is written on the beginning of 1802 and new cells made under
margin: — “These cells abolished in the new Bridewell. See folio book. ”


