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the others enacted by this seal of cause, shall be levied and recovered in
summary manner by imprisonment of the offenders or by such modes as to the
said magistrates shall appear proper and expedient. 16thly, The magistrates
and council hereby reserve to themselves and their successors in office full power
and authority, at any time hereafter, to rescind, revoke and annul this seal
of cause, in case that measure shall appeal' to them proper and expedient,
without assigning any special reason for so doing, anything herein contained
to tlie contrary notwithstanding. Lastly, the city clerks and their successors
in office are hereby ordained to make out and deliver to the office bearers an
authentic extract of this grant and seal of cause, to affix the city seal thereto
and from time to time to renew the said extract when required so to do by
the said office bearers, or any of the members of the said corporation, and also
to make out and deliver to them authentic extracts of any future act or acts
of council which may be enacted for the purposes before mentioned, to affix
the city seal thereto and to renew the said extracts in manner before specified;
which extracts shall bear faith and be received in evidence for and against
the said magistrates and town council and the members of the said corporation
as fully and in the same manner as if this seal of cause and the said future
acts of council were subscribed by the said magistrates and the members of the
said town council and of the said corporation, any thing to the contrary by the
laws, usages and customs of Scotland notwithstanding; provided always that
the reasonable expence of making these extracts shall be defrayed by the said
corporation of running stationers or cadies or by such members of it as shall
demand the said extracts.

30 January 1790
The magistrates and council enact and ordain that in future no Resolution

accounts shall he paid to the publishers of the Glasgow newspapers for p^^ent of
advertisements inserted in them unless they shall produce written orders advertise-
from one of the magistrates, the master of work, the chamberlain, or the mn0WS
town clerks, for inserting these advertisements and specifying the number
of times that each advertisement is to be published, certifying to the said
printers that all the articles of their respective accounts for which they
shall not produce such vouchers will be struck off, and the town clerks are
required to send an extract of this act of council to each of the said
publishers that they may not pretend ignorance of the same.
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grounds to be exchanged were of equall extent, but that as Mr. Muirhead
would reap a greater advantage by the exchange than the toun, he ought
to be at the whole expence of executing the contract of excambion and
infefting the toun and himself in their respective parts of the ground,
and that he should also be at the expence of satisfying the touns tenant
for giving him immediate possession of the said ground; to which report
there was annexed a minute subscribed by the said Robert Muirhead,
dated 28th January current, agreeing to make the said excambion in
terms of the report. Which being considered by the magistrates and
council they approve of the said report and authorise the toun clerks to
make out the writes necessary for carrying the excambion into execution.

There was produced to the magistrates and council a memorial,
citizens ancnt subscribed by a number of very respectable citizens, relative to the

establishment of a Bridewell for this city, and to raising a fund for
erecting and maintaining the same, which being read to and considered
by the magistrates and council they approve of the outlines of the scheme
proposed in the memorial and appoint the lord provost, magistrates and
treasurer, as a committee of council, to meet and confer with such
committees as may be appointed by the merchants house, the trades house
and the subscribers of the said memorial for carrying the said scheme
(with such improvements and alterations as may be afterwards suggested)
into execution, and to report to the magistrates and council from time
to time the progress made in that business.

[John Gordon, merchant, fined in £20 sterling for not accepting office of
councillor. Patrick Colquhoun, merchant, who had been continued a councillor
on 9th October last did not accept, but he having with his family removed
from Glasgow to reside in London his office was declared vacant.]

5 February 1790
[A meeting of council appointed to be held on Monday, 8th February, for

chusing’deTe- appointing a commissioner to join with the commissioners of the other burghs
for electing a member of parliament in room of Ilay Campbell, esqr., who had
accepted the office of lord president of the court of session.]

Subscribed a petition to the honourable the house of commons of
Great Britain for leave to bring in a bill to parliament for extending
the royalty of the city over the lands of Ramshorn, Meadow flat, and 

Memorial
from the

a Bridewell.
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others, for opening certain new streets and avenues leading to and through
the city, for making foot ways and pavements therein, for better lighting
and cleansing the streets of the city, for better regulating the police and
markets of the city, for raising funds and for giving powers to carry these
useful purposes into execution, and direct the said petition to be
immediately forwarded to John Seton, sollicitor at law, London, to be by
him presented to the honourable house of commons according to the usual
forms and orders of the said house.

8 February 1790
[John Campbell, junior, lord provost, appointed commissioner, to meet Commis-

with the other commissioners for the district of burghs at Renfrew, on Friday,
26th February current, to elect a member of parliament in room of Hay elect a mem-
Campbell, esqr., who has accepted the office of lord president of the court of Par^a'
session.]

[Three councillors elected to supply vacancies.] New council
Two letters were presented to the said magistrates and council, the1”178;

° b IfixcD&Dirc of
one from Robert Dunmore, esq., merchant in Glasgow, offering to give up burying
the burying ground belonging to his father, Thomas Dunmore, in the
Ramshorn church yard, upon condition of the towns selling to them on churchyard.
the usual terms the two burying lairs upon the upper end of the middle
dike in the said church yard, marked numbers 1 and 52, the town being
at the expense of removing the earth and bodies from the one place to
the other, or of sinking them as deep as Messrs. Dunmores should require;
the other letter from Robert Crawford of Possell, offering to give up his
burying place in the said church yard upon getting the burying places
numbers 50 and 51, upon the east side of the mid wall of the said church
yard, or that one of the said last mentioned lairs should be alloted to
the said Robert Crawford and the other to his brother, Thomas Crawford,
upon their paying the difference between the value of the present burying
place belonging to the said Robert Crawford. Which letters being read
and considered by the magistrates and council, they agree to the proposals
therein made and appoint the writings necessary for making the foresaid
exchanges to be made out by the town clerks, and further authorize the
lord provost and magistrates to make similar agreements to the two before 
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mentioned with other proprietors of burying ground in the said church
yard, the ground of which may be occupied by the intended street from
the east end of Ingram Street to the High Street, on such terms as to the
said lord provost and magistrates may seem proper and expedient.1

Gorbals The committee for setting the Gorballs lands reported, verbally, that
iTacr’e of ^ey had agreed to set an acre and a half of Gushet fauld, part of the said

barony, to the trustees on the Pollockshaws and Cathcart roads, for the
on Pollock- yearly rent of twelve pounds sterling, for sixteen years, under the same
Cathcart^ conditions upon which the other parts of the said barony were set to the
Road. other tenants, with a specification that the tack of the said ground was

to be extended to the term of thirty years, provided the magistrates and
council approved thereof, and as the said committee had no power to set
the ground for a longer period than sixteen years without the authority
of an act of council, they recommended it to the magistrates and council to
give them power and authority to extend the period of the said tack to
the term of thirty years from Martinmas 1789. Which being considered
by the magistrates and council they authorize the said committee to grant
the said tack for the period of thirty years before mentioned.

Plan of There was produced a letter from William Stirling and sons offering
lands™ be* Purchase part the ground belonging to the city, on the north side
made out. of the property lately purchased from William Cunningham, esqr. of 

Jettec neai’
Mr. Speirs
house to be
removed.

Lainshaw; which letter being read and considered by the magistrates and
council they appoint Alexander Brown [and others] as a committee of
council to get a plan made out of the ground mentioned in the said letter,
and of the whole of Meadowflat grounds, and to have sheds and building
ground delineated upon the said plan in the most convenient and com­
modious manner, and delay the consideration of the proposal by Messrs.
Stirling and sons till that plan be made out.

There was produced a letter from Archibald Spiers, esqr. of Elderslie,
requesting that he might be allowed to remove the jettee upon the river

1 Ou 15th February there was read a letter
from Thomas Dunmore stating that a mistake
had been made in his previous letter, asking
the magistrates and council to exchange lairs
Nos. 51 and 52 for the burying places then
belonging to him and his son, and offering to

exchange lairs Nos. 49 and 50 (instead of 50
and 51) with Robert Crawford of Possil and
his brother Thomas Crawford for the lairs
then belonging to them ; and these proposals
the magistrates and council agreed to.
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Clyde, opposite to his house, about 40 yards from its present situation,
at his expense; which letter being read to and considered by the
magistrates and council they agree to the proposal contained in the said
letter, provided that the removal of the said jettee shall not be prejudicial
to the navigation of the river Clyde or to the properties of the neighbouring
heritors, and appoint John Bennet, surveyor of the said river, to report
his opinion how far the removal of the said jettee may affect the
navigation of the said river.

15 February 1790
The lord provost informed the magistrates and council that his reason Offer of £1000

for having called this meeting of council was that a day might be Secte’d foint
appointed for electing a joint town clerk in the room of Mr. John Wilson, clerk.
lately deceased, but before proceeding to that business his lordship
produced a letter, addressed to him from Robert Graeme, writer in
Glasgow, sheriff substitute of the shire of Lanark, offering to pay £1,000
sterling into the common funds of the city, on condition of his being
appointed joint town clerk; which being considered by the magistrates Day
and council they unanimously disapprove of the said proposal and reject “£2^ for
the offer contained in the said letter, and appoint Monday, the 22nd joint town
February current, at one o’clock afternoon, for the purpose of electingcltrk’
a joint town clerk in the room of the said deceased Mr. John Wilson.

The lord provost informed the magistrates and council that their Police bill.
petition to the house of commons, praying for leave to bring in the police
bill, had been presented to the house, and that it would be necessary that
some persons should be appointed to go to London in order to conduct
the business of the said bill and to endeavour to get it passed into a law;
which being considered the magistrates and council appoint Mr. John
Dunlop, a member of council, and John Orr, town clerk, to go to London
for the purpose aforesaid as soon as the public business and their own
private affairs will admitt of their departure from Glasgow.

There was produced the copy of an interlocutor of the court of session, Interlocutor
pronounced in the cause between the town and the incorporation of bakers, tke,.colTfc
relative to the payment of the laddie dues claimed by the town, the tenor bakers pro­
of which interlocutor follows:— ces8.



346 EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS [1790.

“ The lords having advised this petition, with the answers thereto, they
adhere to the lord ordinarys interlocutor reclaimed against and refuse the
desire of the petition in so far as it finds the magistrates of Glasgow entitled
to ladle dues for wheat, rye and flour brought by the bakers of Glasgow into
the said city, conform to and in terms of the old tables in process, certified
by Archibald M'Gilchrist, and also for wheat and rye grinded at the mills of
Partick and brought into the said city; but remit to the lord ordinary to hear
parties how far the magistrates of Glasgow are entitled to ladle dues for wheat
and rye brought to the mills of Partick but not brought from thence into and
consumed in the said city, and to do therein as he shall see cause; find the
magistrates and their tacksmen are entitled in the mean time to levy the ladle
dues bygone and in time coming, not only for wheat, rye and flour, brought
by the bakers into the said city, but also for all wheat, rye and flour, brought
to the mills of Partick, upon lodging a proper obligation in process for
repetition of the sums so paid, with the legal interest thereof, in the event of
the question being determined against them.”

And alongst with the copy of the said interlocutor there was produced
a letter from Mr. Laurence Hill, the towns agent at Edinburgh, to John
Orr, town clerk, upon the subject of the said process; which interlocutor
and letter being considered by the magistrates and council they resolved
to carry on the said process so as to have a decree of the lord ordinary
upon the point remitted to him by the inner house, reserving to consider
how far it may be proper to insist farther upon that point in case the lord

Ladle dues to ordinarys decree shall be against the town. And they recommend to the
fixin^tho111 l°rtl Provost and magistrates when they next take a proof of the price
assize. of wheat for fixing the assize of bread in the city, to allow the bakers the

ladle dues upon the price of wheat, and to add it to the price deponed to
by the witnesses, according to the average price of wheat at the time, and
to continue that practice in all future proofs of the price of wheat for
fixing the assize of bread within the city and liberties thereof.

22 February 1790
John Wilson The lord provost mentioned that the principal reason for calling
junr., elected this meeting of council was to chuse a joint town clerk in room of the
joint clerk. jeceasej Air. John Wilson, in terms of an act of council of 15th February

current, but before proceeding to the election his lordship desired that the 
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acts of council of 4th July 1766 and 20th June 1781, by which the said
Mr. John Wilson, the late clerk, and John Orr, the present clerk, were
elected, might be read, by the first of which the particular duties of a
town clerk of this city are enumerated and enacted, and the said acts of
council being accordingly read the magistrates and council do hereby
approve of, ratify and confirm the same, and they do farther enact and
ordain that the election of a joint clerk this day shall be only for a clerk
till the next annual election of the dean of guild and other office bearers
who are chusen that day, and that the town clerks shall be elected
annually in all time coming, hereby expressly providing and declaring Declaration
that the town clerkship is an office which is to be filled up annually and fcl.lat.town A

1 . ,-iT • i • rr> i clerks arc tothat the clerks shall not have right to hold or exercise their offices unless be elected
they shall be elected annually on the day on which the dean of guild jsannually-
elected, any law, practise or custom to the contrary notwithstanding. The
magistrates and council do also unanimously enact and ordain that the
town clerks shall not in future act as procurators or agents, or carry on any
processes, directly or indirectly, before any of the courts of law in
Glasgow, excepting edicts of executory and confirmations, services on
brieves, edicts of curatory and for making up tutorial and curatorial
inventories, applications for transumpt of deeds and writings, and in
other cases where no debate or litigation takes place; and that if the
clerks shall draw any papers for their clients, either before the sheriff
or commissary courts, that they shall not directly or indirectly draw any
fees or emoluments for that business; and further, that they shall not be
clerks to any corporation, body corporate or community in the city,
without the express approbation and desire of the magistrates and council;
and, lastly, that the town clerks shall immediately execute a deed,
declaring that they have accepted of and hold their offices under the
conditions specified in the two acts of council before mentioned and the
conditions herein before specified and enacted, which deed shall be
recorded in the register of probative writs for the city of Glasgow. After-
wards the magistrates and council proceeded to the election of a joint
clerk and did and hereby do elect, nominate, constitute and appoint John
Wilson, junr., writer in Glasgow,/o be conjunct clerk of the city of
Glasgow, with John Orr, the present clerk, and to the whole courts
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belonging to the said city, ay and untill the next election of a dean of
guild, but always with and under the rules and regulations and conditions
mentioned in the said two acts and of this act of council, and such other
rules and regulations as the magistrates and council may hereafter enact;
with power to the said John Orr and John Wilson, or any of them, to
exerce the office of clerkship and to apply the whole profits, dues and
emoluments arising therefrom, to their joint use. Afterwards the said
John Wilson appeared and accepted of his said office and gave his oath
de fideli administrationc officii and took and swore the oaths of allegiance
and abjuration and subscribed the same with the assurance.

Agree to advance to the contractors for lighting the lamps of the
city £100 sterling to account of the contract, upon their granting an
obligation to give credit for the said sum, with interest from the time it
is paid till it falls due by their contract, and ordain William Coats,
treasurer, to pay the said sum to the contractors, taking a proper voucher for it.

Mr. Coats gave in a letter relative to the burying ground in Ramshorn
churchyard, with a plan of the said ground, containing certain alterations
and improvements upon it; which being considered by the magistrates
and council they approve of the said plan and remit to the committee
who were formerly appointed on the said burying grounds to carry the
plan into execution, for which purpose appoint it to be returned to
Mr. Coats.

There was produced an extract of a minute of a meeting of the
matriculated members of the merchants house, which was held on 11
February current, by which it appeared that a vote had been put at the
said meeting “ whether the police bill in its present state should be
approved of or rejected,” with an amendment proposed by the lord provost
“ that in case the police part of the bill be allowed to drop at the end of
seven years the tax to be levied should be restricted so as to produce funds
sufficient for the remaining purposes of the bill and no more,” and that
it had been carried by 133 votes to 115, and 4 under protest to approve of
the bill as before mentioned. And alongst with the said extract there
was produced a list of the members names who voted to approve and of
those who voted to reject the bill, which list the dean of guild declared
was to be inserted in the records of the merchants house.
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Remit to the committee on the police hill to consider how far it may p1]-usee]yii°f
be proper to keep in or expunge the 59th clause of the police bill relative remitted to
to the abolition of jail fees, with power to the said committee to keep it coinmittce-
in or expunge it as to them may seem proper.

Agree to alter the 9Gth clause of the police bill, and to add to it Clause 96 of
a declaration that if these parts of the act which relate to the appoint- be altered.
ment of an intendant of police and officers, and other persons to serve
under him, shall not be renewed after the expiration of the seven years
mentioned in the said clause, that then the assessment shall be reduced to
such a sum as shall be necessary for the other purposes of the act and no 
more.

There was produced minutes of a meeting of the heritors and burgesses Minute of
about the police bill, which was held on 19th February current, proposing ™eereit’Ors and
certain alteration in the police bill, subscribed by Alexander Oswald, burgesses
and the lord provost produced a draft of answers to the said minute which £.°utPolico
had been drawn up by the direction of the committee on the police bill,
which being read to the magistrates and council they approve of the same,
with some few alterations which were suggested by some of the members
of council, and appoint the said answers to be delivered to the said
Alexandei' Oswald, and ordain the said minute with the said answers to
be engrossed in the report book for recording the reports of the com­
mittees of council.1

Empower the committee on the police bill to correspond with Messrs. Committee on
Dunlop and Orr whilst they are in London on that business, to give them bin.P°lie°
directions with regard to the manner of conducting it and as to making
any small alterations upon the bill which may be found necessary whilst
it is in dependance in parliament, without waiting for the instructions of
the magistrates and council.

26 March 1790
There was produced to the council a letter from Ninian Glen, wright,

dated 12th current, addressed to the lord provost and magistrates, repre- Proposal to
senting that he is proprietor of a tenement in Bells Wynd adjoining to aftripe^f
small slip of ground belonging to the city on which there is now a shade n
possessed by Alexander Drummond, flax dresser, which is about 34 feet 

1 MS. Report Book, pp. 181-91.
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long and G feet wide and lies on the east side of the entry to Shutlefield
close, and that as his tenement is in disrepair he intends to rebuild it
this summer, and as he wishes to have the entry made 2 feet wider, which
cannot be done without the said strip of ground, he offers to purchase
the same at a reasonable value; which being considered by the council
they appoint baillie M‘Lehose [and others] as a committee to consider of
Mr. Glens proposal and to report their opinion how far it ought to be
complied with and upon what terms and conditions.

The lord provost laid before the council a memorial for the bakers
in Glasgow, proposing that the magistrates and council should enter into
a submission with them with regard to the towns claims for laddies against
the bakers, since June 1783, including the sums paid by them upon an
obligation granted by the town to repeat eventually, reserving the points
in the cause now depending before the court of session remitted to the
lord ordinary for discussion. His lordship also produced to the council
a memorial for the town referring to the bakers memorial and for the
opinion of the counsel or lawyers for the town upon the following point: —
“ whether in the whole circumstances of the case it would be advisable
to enter into a submission in regard to the bakers claim or to compell
payment by following out the different processes depending in the inferior
court, and whether any decree arbitral could be binding on the
magistrates, who act ministerially in fixing the assize and are the sole
judges in this department pointed out by the statute for fixing the
assize.”—together with the opinion of the lawyers on that memorial of the
following tenor: —

l( Having considered the memorial for the magistrates and town council
of the city of Glasgow and the memorial for the bakers in Glasgow therein
referred to, we are of opinion that as the magistrates are appointed by act
of parliament to ascertain the assize of bread, they are not intitled to delegate
those powers to an arbiter or to agree to a submission as to the rate of that
assize, the effect of which would be that the assize would not be fixed by the
magistrates, who are the persons instructed by the act, but by the determina­
tion of others. We are of opinion also that in so far as the points relative to
the levying the ladles by the town have been already fixed by final judgements
of the court of session, it would bo improper in the magistrates to agree to 
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enter into a submission upon these points, nor can we see with what propriety
the magistrates and town council can either agree to or submitt to give away
any part of the revenue of the town on account of any alledged grievances that
the bakers may have suffered (and of which we have as yet seen no evidence)
in the mode in which the assize may of late years have been struck. The
duties due to the town and the assize stand quite on a different footing. At
the same time we should think it very proper that for the future, in regulating
the assize, the magistrates should expressly take under consideration the
amount of the laddie dues paid by the bakers to the town, in the same way
as they would take into consideration any national or local tax affecting the
price of flour and bread, but taking care always that the result of the whole
allowance should be no more than in terms of the act of parliament, vizt., a
reasonable allowance to the bakers for their charges, pains and livelyhood,
attention being given to the prices in the several markets, to the nature of the
measures used in the sale of such articles, and regard being had to the allow­
ance made by other burghs. Edinr., 10 March 1790. The opinion of Will.
Craig, Ar. Campbell.”

And the magistrates and council having considered the bakers memorial,
the memorial for the town, with the opinion of the lawyers, are of opinion
that the bakers proposal of a submission is inadmissable.

The lord provost produced to the council a letter he had just now Letter about
received from William M'Dowal of Garthland, esqr., member of parlia-thecorn laws'
ment, covering a representation of the lords of the committee of council
upon the present state of the laws for regulating the exportation and
importation of corn, and the plan proposed by them for amending and
improving these laws, the lord provost [and others] are appointed a
committee to conferr with the chamber of commerce at Glasgow on that
subject and to report the opinion of that chamber to the council.

The lord provost also produced a letter from Laurence Hill, writer io Standard
the signet, the towns agent, inclosing printed papers in a question now”SJ™d°f
before the court of session respecting the standard measures for grain victual.
and victual of all kinds kept at Linlithgow. Appoint, the committee last
named to conferr with the said chamber on that subject, and the papers
are delivered to Mr. Gilbert Hamilton to be communicated to the chamber.

Authorize the committee formerly named on the Meadowflat lands Committee on
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There was produced a report of the committee for the sale of
Andersons garden stating the regulations to be inserted in the conveyance
to be granted to Robert Smith, and also a proposal by Mr. Smith that
one half of the agreed price, viz.:—£950, to be sunk upon a ground
annual of £47 10s. sterling, redeemable at 25 years purchase, and that
payment of the other half of the price should be deferred to Whitsunday
1791, to bear interest from Whitsunday next, and that he will not require
a disposition till that part of the price be paid, but only a minute of
sale; and there being produced to the council by one of the clerks the
draft of a minute of sale between the council and Mr. Smith, the terms
of which had been adjusted with some of the gentlemen of the committee
and Mr. Smith, the council agree to Mr. Smiths proposal above stated
and approve of the draft of the minute of sale and appoint and authorize
baillie M‘Lehose [and others] as a committee for entering into the
minute of sale with Mr. Smith and signing the disposition to be granted
in consequence thereof, and also to superintend the regulations of
building, &c., prescribed by the proposed minute of sale, Mr. Smith to pay
the expenses of the minute of sale in terms of the foresaid report of the
committee.

There was a petition presented for the town officers, praying the
magistrates and council would allow them a pair of shoes and stockings
each, which petition was remitted to the master of work and if he approve
of the same authorize the treasurer to pay for the same.

7 April 1790
The master of work reported concerning the town officers petition for

shoes and stockings. The council appoint them to be provided in these
so often as they get their new cloaths.

Chamberlains The lord provost produced to the council a letter from the chamber­
letter respect- lain, stating that from the alterations of the lines of the streets in the
hornhfcus?nlS Ramshorn grounds some of the plotts contained more ground and some

less than is expressed in the conveyances thereof, and producing a state
of the errors which have arrisen, and requesting that some method should 
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be pointed out for correcting these errors and for authorizing him to
demand payment of the sums deficient, and to repay the sums overpaid
by the feuers; which being considered by the council they remit to John
Wilson, one of the clerks, to consider of Mr. Logans representation and
to report his opinion thereon to the council.

Appoint baillie M‘Lehose [and others] to consider the subject of a Letter anent
letter to the lord provost by -Tames Hill, clerk to Hutchesons Hospital, bridge
informing that the hospital are resolved to feu by public roup Stirling-to
fauld and Wellcroft, lying south west of the village of Gorbals, that ifshawsRoad.
the road along the new bridge is continued till it rejoins the road from
Pollokshaws to Gorbals and Cathcart it will run through the said lands,
that the roup thereof is to be on the second Wednesday of May, and
requesting the magistrates and council, as trustees on the bridge, to point
out the line of road which they are to adopt, before the 1st May next, and
the hospital will take the purchaser bound not to erect any buildings on
that line, the committee to report their opinion on that business to the
provost and baillies, who are hereby authorised to act therein as to them
shall seem proper.

The lord provost produced a letter from John Campbell, esqr., pre-Proposal for
ceptor of Hutchesons Hospital, stating that the approach to the city °oad tlh-ough
through the village of Gorbals had been long complained of as incon-St- Nininns
venient, that the patrons of the hospital intend to feu for building upon
the lands of St. Ninians Croft and Dockanny fauld, and in that view to
lay out a street, not less than 50 feet broad, through these grounds, to
join the road to Cathcart and Pollokshaws, and proposing that a road
40 feet broad should be laid off from the old bridge to communicate with
the proposed new street, and that Mr. Campbell doubted not but the
hospital would agree to defray the expense of every part of the plan. The
council approve of the plan of opening a road as proposed by Mr. Campbell,
and appoint the last named committee to prepare a plan of the ground
to be laid off for that road and to treat with Mr. Robert Muirhead, the
owner of all or part of the ground which the road will occupy, for the
price, and to report their procedure to the council, and appoint the clerk
to inform Mr. Muirhead that the magistrates and council, as trustees upon
the old bridge, are resolved to make the foresaid road through his lands 
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but the council find that Hutchesons hospital must be at the sole expense
of the proposed road.

Committee Appoint the dean of guild [and others] to order and see executed the
Higl/chureh. necessary repairs upon the stone gutters on the top of the wall of the

High church, and to agree with tradesmen for that purpose.

27 April 1790
Committee The magistrates and council authorise the magistrates, dean of guild,
tiiediurch ^ie treasurer, deacon conveener and chamberlain, as a committee for
seats for the setting the church seats belonging to the city of Glasgow for the ensuing
ensuing year. yeaj.

Committee Appoint and authorize the lord provost and magistrates, or any
rou^the'8 ' ' three of them as a quorum, to sett by public roup, to the highest bidder,
river dues for on the second Wednesday of June next, within the court hall of the
firstTuesday tolbooth of Glasgow, the rates and duties leviable on the river Clyde,
of July next between the bridge of Glasgow and the lower end of Dumbuck ford, for

the year after the first Tuesday of July next and to form and subscribe
the articles of roup.

Report of William Craig produced a report by him and others of a committee
Brooiuioituv0n appointed to inspect the Broomielaw quay, and whereof the tenor
quay. follows: —

“ At Glasgow, the 23 April 1790 years. In obedience to appointment of
council, we have this day inspected the Bromielaw quay, and find that for
about the extent of 40 yards it has sunk from 6 to 12 inches, and still seems
to go down, altho at same time it remains perpendicular, or if any thing
batters a little to the top. We are of opinion that the strong springs under
the found and at the back of the key have run out the sand and mudd from
under the foundation, which has occasioned the quay to sink. We are of
opinion that in order to prevent the like in future it will be necessary to
drive a row of grooved sheeting piles close to the found of the quay, to the
extent of the 40 yards that has sunk, and to support the sheeting piles with two
rows of piles of 6 or 7 inches diameter, drove in so as to overlap the grooves
of the sheeting piles in the manner here sketched.”
Which report being considered by the magistrates and council, they
remit to the same committee to see the work properly executed.
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John Wilson, one of the clerks, produced a report, signed by him, Report
in obedience to remit of last council, respecting the errors in the Ramshorn tho'errors in
feus, and suggesting the mode of correcting these errors. The magistrates ^^,8horn
and council approve of the said report, and remit to him and the chamber-
lain to carry into execution the plan proposed for correcting the said
errors.1

Appoint baillies M'Dowall and M‘Lehose [and others] as a committee Buildings
to consider of the propriety of the towns purchasing the property adjoining lY^Jhurch?
the Tron church of Glasgow, belonging to the faculty of physicians and
surgeons there, now advertised by them for sale, and authorise the com­
mittee if they think proper to purchase the said property on the best terms
they can.

Appoint and authorise the lord provost [and others], the committee Memorial
appointed on the 26 March last, respecting William M'Dowall, esqr., hiscorn laws.
communication of papers about the corn laws, to prepare and form a
memorial to the lords of his Majestys council for trade, urging the
propriety of alteration in the corn law, and authorise the lord provost to
sign the memorial in name of the magistrates and council and to transmit
the same.

5 May 1790
In respect that John Brown, under sentence of death, is to be executed Roup of river

upon Wednesday, the 9th of June next, the day formerly fixed for the ponecL°ht'
roup of the duties in the river Clyde, the council postpone that roup
till Wednesday, the 16th June next.2

The lord provost having laid before the council a letter from Mr. Resolution
Orr, one of the clerks, relative to the police bill now depending in parlia- police bill.
ment, the council authorise the lord provost to write Messrs. Dunlop and
Orr, now at London on that business, instructing them that if they find
there is time for carrying through the said bill this session of parliament
to proceed in the business, but if they find there is no probability of the

1 MS. Report Book, pp. 192-3.
2 The Scots Magazine for July, 1784, in

referring to the fate of a young man who had
been convicted of highway robbery, and was
“hanged in the castle yard,” remarks that
“the place of execution in former times” was
then occupied by the termination of the

Monkland Canal. At a later period execu­
tions took place at the tolbooth, adjoining
the cross, and if this was the practice in 1790
the desirability of postponing the roup of
river duties, advertised to take place in the
tolbooth, becomes more apparent.
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Bounty to
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bill passing this session, from the want of time, in order to save further
expense this session, to delay further procedure in the bill till next session
of parliament.1

Count}’ meet­
ing about
corn laws.

Resolutions
of chamber
of commerce
about the
corn laws.

Petition con­
cerning corn
laws.

7 May 1790
The lord provost produced to the council sundry communications

respecting the corn laws, which were read, and among others resolutions
of the chamber of commerce and manufactures in this city; which
resolutions the council approve of and appoint the committee formerly
named upon the corn laws to draw up and publish a set of resolutions on
the same subject.

There was produced and read a petition to the house of commons, in
name of the magistrates and council, relative to the bill now depending
in parliament concerning the corn laws, which the council approve of, and
having authorised the lord provost to sign it he did so in presence of the
council, who appoint the city seal to be thereto affixed and the petition to
be transmitted to William M‘Dowall, esqr., member of parliament.

In the event of there being any public meeting of the landed interest
of the county called respecting the corn laws, the council authorise the
lord provost and dean of gild to attend that meeting and to support
therein the object of the foregoing petition and of the resolutions to be
adopted upon that subject by the said committee.

11 May 1790
The council authorize the provost to publish a proclamation in the

newspapers and by other public intimation, offering a bounty to seamen
entering for manning the fleet now fitting out, in consequence of a message
from his Majesty to parliament concerning hostilities commenced by the
Spaniards. Follows the tenor of the proclamation:

“ Whereas his Majestys service does at this time require a speedy supply
of seamen to man the fleet, the lord provost, magistrates and council do hereby
offer a reward of two guineas to every able seaman, and of one guinea to every
ordinary seaman, over and above his Majesty bounty, who shall, on or before
the 30th of June next, appear in the council chamber of Glasgow and
voluntarly enter themselves in the royal navy, to bo paid by the city chamberlain

1 Note on margin :—“ Delayed till next session of parliament." 
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upon the seamans being approved of as fit for his Majestys service by the
regulating captain or other proper officer appointed or to be appointed at
Greenock or Port Glasgow, such seaman not being above the ago of fifty or
under the age of twenty years, and residing in or belonging to the city of
Glasgow or the towns of Port Glasgow, Greenock, Crawfordsdyke, Gourock
and Innerkip. Given at the council chamber of Glasgow, the eleventh day of
May 1790. God save the King.”

The council resolved to present a petition to the House of Lords, Petition
to be heard against the bill now depending in parliament respecting the corn laws.
importation and exportation of corn and grain into Great Britain, as being
injurious to Scotland; and a petition being drawn and prepared the same
was read and approved of by the council and by their orders signed by
the lord provost, who is requested to transmit the same to Patrick
Colquhoun, esq., at London.

There was produced a petition to the council by the deacon and Petition of
collector of the corporation of fleshers, relative to the flesh and fish aboutthe
markets. The council remitt the same to baillie M'Lehose [and others] meroates.
as a committee to examine into the subject of the petition and to report
their opinion thereof to the council.

There was also presented to the council a petition of George Petition
Thomson and others, praying to have a well set down in Frederick Street. jYejcrick1
The council remit the same to baillie Gordon, the deacon conveener and Street.
the master of work, as a committee to consider of the petition and to
report their opinion to the council.

21 June 1790
[In terms of precept received from Robert Graeme, sheriff substitute of the Meeting

county of Lanark, the magistrates and council resolved to meet on Monday, chuse'idele
5th July, to appoint a commissioner to meet with the other delegates at gate to elect
Rutherglen on Monday, 12th July, for the election of a member for the districta In®mber of„  parliament.oi burghs of Glasgow, Dumbarton, Renfrew and Rutherglen, to serve in the
parliament of Great Britain, to be held at Westminster on 10th August next.]

The lord provost produced to the magistrates and council a letter Letter from
from William ATDowall, esqr., of Garthland, dated 12th June current, ..
ottering himself as a candidate to represent this district of burghs in the offering
ensueing parliament and requesting the vote and interest of this city candl 
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ami burgh in his favour; which letter being read and considered b^ the
magistrates and council they unanimously agree to support Mr. M‘Dowall
at the ensueing general election and to give him their assistance and
interest to be the representative in the ensueing parliament for this class
or district of burghs.

Report of a The committee appointed to treat with Mr. Ninian Glen about his
Bells Wynd. purchasing from the city a small shedd in Bells Wynd, gave in a report

relative to that business, which being read was approved of, and the town
clerks are desired to draw a disposition in terms thereof at the sight of the
said committee, to be signed at the next meeting of council.

Petition from A petition was presented from John King, flesher in Glasgow, tenant
John King. 0£ towns park at the head of the Green, praying that the fences of the

said park might be put into repair and a gate erected upon it; which
being considered the magistrates and council agree to erect the gate and
empower the master of work to do it, and also remitt to him to inspect the
said fences and to report their condition and his opinion whether or not
Mr. King’s request ought to be granted.

Committee Appoint the dean of gild [and others] a committee of council, with
r^iiiVltV>Irt* Power cause that part of the Broomielaw quay mentioned in the act
of Broonde- of council of 27th April last to be rebuilt, in which business the committee
law quay, &c. are reqUested to take the assistance of Robert Whiteworth, engineer.

This committee is also impowered to consider a proposal made by John
M'George for lengthening the Broomielaw quay to the first jattee below its
present extremity, as mentioned in his letter to the lord provost, and in
a petition by a number of boatmen to the magistrates and council, and
report their opinion as to the propriety and expediency of that extension
of the said quay.

Proposal to There was presented a letter to the lord provost from James Dunlop
feu Gushet- of Qarnkirk and Andrew Houstoun of Jordanhill, proposing to feu that
build a quay part of the lands of Gorballs called Gushetfall; and also to build a quay
west of now * (}le wes£ en(| of (he new bridge on the south side of Clyde, with the
briduo. • v *

priviledge of a road from the highway to the said quay; which being
read and considered, the magistrates and council remitt the said proposal
to the consideration of the committee for setting the Gorballs land, who
are requested to report to the council (heir opinion relative thereto.
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The committee appointed to inspect the towns books gave in a report Report of
that the said books were properly keeped and ballanced and corresponded appointed to
with the vouchers,1 and therefore thev recommended it to the magistrates inspect the. i . chamberlainsand council to discharge the treasurer and chamberlain of their intro-books.
missions with the towns funds and revenue from the 1st January 1789,
to the 1st January 1790. The committee also recommended it to the
magistrates and council to pay the chamberlain £25 sterling of additional
salary for that year, in consideration of his great attention to and
diligence in conducting that part of the towns business committed to
his charge; which being considered the magistrates and council agree to
pay the chamberlain the said additional salary and allow the chamberlain
to take credit for the same in his accounts, but before discharging the
treasurer and him of their intromissions for the said year, ordain the state
book of the towns estate and revenue to be lodged in the council chamber
for six weeks, according to usual custom, for the inspection of any of
the citizens who may chuse to examine it.

Appoint baillie M‘Lehose [and others] as a committee of council to Committee
consider a memorial given in by the Tontine society, relative to conveying Tontine^ °n
the water from the court behind the tontine tavern by a common sewer societys

. -in i memorial.to the siver m the Gallowgate Street, to converse with the members of
the said society and to report their opinion on the said business to the
magistrates and council.

There was presented to the magistrates and council a petition, signed Petition from
by James Montgomerie, present visitor of the corporation of maltmen, memberTof
and a number of other members of said incorporation, complaining of incorporation
certain acts passed by a majority of the said corporation, particularly
enumerated in the said petition, and praying that the magistrates and
town council, in virtue of the judicial powers vested in them by the letter
of gildry and by the sett and constitution of burgh, would call for
inspection of the books of the said incorporation, take the said actes
into consideration, interpone their authority, and rescind such of them as
should appear to the said magistrates and council to be illegal, contrary

1 Note written on the margin :—“ N.B.—
This report is engrossed in the State book.
See act of council, 1st October, 1790. ’’ On

that date the treasurer and chamberlain were
discharged of their intromissions.
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to the sett of the burgh and injurious to the petitioners. Which petition
being read and considered by the magistrates and council they ordain
the same to be intimated to the therein designed John Herbertson, by
serving him with a copy thereof, and ordain him to lodge answers thereto,
in the hands of the town clerks of Glasgow, within eight days of the date
of the said intimation; and in the meantime prohibit and discharge the
said defender and the majority of the members of the said incorporation
from carrying into execution any of the resolutions complained of, till
the final issue of the said application, and impower the lord provost to
subscribe a deliverance on the said petition, ordaining the said intimation
to be made by serving the said John Ilerbertson with a copy thereof and
of the said deliverance.

5 July 1790
[In accordance with the resolution of 21st June, the magistrates and

council appointed James M'Dowall, esqr., eldest merchant bailie, their com­
missioner to meet with the other delegates at Rutherglen on 12th July to elect
a member of parliament for the district.]

Authorize the treasurer to pay to Robert Whyte & Co., £26 6s.
sterling for sundries furnished to the military hospital, conform to an
account commencing 29th May, 1789, and ending 14th June last.

There was presented a petition from James Wylie, travelling
merchant in Glasgow, praying that the magistrates and council would
release and discharge the condition of an act of council dated 8 June 1723,
whereby the then magistrates and council reserved a right of resuming
a piece of ground which had been granted to the said James Wylies
grandfather for building a house upon,1 and praying also that his right of
property to the said ground might be confirmed; which being considered
by the magistrates and council they appoint William Craig, David Dale,
and the master of work, as a committee of council, to consider the said
petition and to report their opinion whether or not the prayer of the
petition ought to be granted or the house belonging to the said James
Wyllie ought to be purchased from him in terms of the act of council
before mentioned.

There was produced an offer from the faculty of physicians and
1 Glasg. Roc., vol. v., p. 170.
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surgeons in Glasgow of purchasing the middle steading of ground on Square to be
tlie east side of St. Enochs Square, at the price of 4s. Gd. sterling per physician3
yard (which was the price at which it was formerly valued by a committee and surgeons.
of council) on which steading the faculty intended to build a hall; which
offer being considered by the magistrates and council, they agree to accept
of the same, and remit to the committee formerly appointed to sell the
steadings in St. Enochs Square to adjust the conditions of the sale and
the plan of the intended building, and recommend it to the said committee
to take the proper steps for bringing the othei' steadings of the said
square to sale in terms of the former acts of council of 30th December
last.

Agree to continue the bounty to seamen till 31st August next, on Bounty to
the same terms as was enacted by the act of council of 11th May last, tinned? C°n
and ordain the said continuation to be advertised once in each of the
Edinburgh and Glasgow newspapers.

The committee appointed to examine the state of the street or road Report of
leading from the Drygate to the Gallowgate gave in a report, which being on
read and considered by the magistrates and council, they agree to allow Road.
Messrs. John and Robert Tennent, Robert Pearston, and the other pro­
prietors in the neighbourhood of the said road, £10 sterling for repairing
the said road, upon condition that the said sum shall be laid out in
making the said repairs under the inspection of the master of work, that
the said sum shall be accepted by the said proprietors in full of all claims
which they have upon the town for keeping the said road in repair, which
shall afterwards be done by the proprietors themselves in time coming,
declaring that paying this sum shall not inferr any obligation on the
magistrates and council to repair the said road as one of the public streets
of the city, and ordain the master of work to pay the said sum of £10
sterling to the said proprietors when the said road is put by them in
complete and sufficient repair.

The committee appointed to examine the Broomielaw quay gave in Report of
a report stating that they had consulted Mr. Whitworth about the proposed B°r"oiniehnv”n
alterations on the said quay, who, as well as the committee, was of quay.
opinion that before any part of the old quay was taken down that it would
be proper to lengthen the quay to the jettee near to the Delftfield, after
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which that part of the quay mentioned in the act of council of 21st June
last ought to be taken down and rebuilt; which report being considered
the magistrates and council approve of the same and authorize the said
committee to carry the same into execution.

cminnittec on ^ie committee appointed to consider a proposal by the Tontine
Tontine com- society of making a common sewer from the court behind the Tontine
monseuer. tavern and from the prison to the syver in the Gallowgate, gave in a

report that they were of opinion that the said common sewer was very
necessary and that the said society ought to be at the expense of making
it from the boundaries of their property to the corner of the prison, and
that from the corner of the prison to the Gallowgate burn the expense
should be paid equally by the said society and the city of Glasgow. The
committee also gave in a letter from the society agreeing that the common
sewer should be made and paid for in that manner. Which being read
and considered the magistrates and council approve of the same and
authorize the said committee to get the said work carried into execution.

Appoint the dean of guild, the deacon conveener and Mr. William
sons petition. Coats, as a committee of council to consider the petition of John Jackson,

proprietor of the theatre in Dunlop Street, praying that a new street lately
opened by him from the Stockwell Street to Dunlop Street might be
causwayed at the city’s expense, and ordain the said committee to report
their opinion to the council whether or not it will be proper and expedient
to grant the desire of the said petition.

Agree to causway Buchanan Street, from the place where the causway
now ends to the north side of the houses now built on the said street,
in so far as the same can be causwayed without incroaching upon the
garden ground belonging to the town which is at present set in tack, and
ordain the master of work to get the said causway laid as soon as he
can conveniently.

The master of work reported verbally that he had got a gate erected
on the ground possessed by John King, and that he had repaired the fences
of the said ground in so far as was incumbent on the part of the toun, but
that the stone wall on the west side of the said ground, which Mr. Peter
Bell was bound to uphold, was in very great disrepair, as well as the
thorn hedge on the south side of the ground; which being considered 
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by the magistrates and council they authorize the toun clerks to require
Mr. Bell to repair these fences with all convenient speed, and in case he
faill so to do to raise a process against him to oblige him to make these
repairs.

On the representation of the town clerks, authorize them to employ inventory of
a proper person or persons to make up an inventory of the writs and title *“4"® JeIlts
deeds of the city relative to the rights and priviledges of the city as a deeds to be
royal burgh and relative to the property belonging to them, under the
superintendance and inspection of the clerks and at such expense as shall
be certified by them.

Subscribed a disposition to Ninian Glen, wright in Glasgow, whereby Disposition
the magistrates and council, in consideration of £20 sterling paid by him,
disponed, heritably and irredeemably, to him, his heirs and disponees, in Bellswynd.
that laigh house or shop belonging to the city, lying on the north side
of Bellswynd, presently possessed by Alexander Drummond, flax dresser,
as the said house or shop is described in the said disposition, excepting
from the clause of warrandice a tack granted of the said house or shop by
the magistrates and council, under the burden of which it is declared to be
conveyed.

20 July 1790
The lord provost reported to the council that Mr. William Ground on

Robertson, merchant in Glasgow, and Mr. James M'Lehose, maltman 'Y^’ch addi-
there, heritable proprietors of the ground upon which the addition to Broomielaw
the Broomielaw quay, ordered by an act of council of the 5th July is to be
current, is about to be erected, had made a claim for payment of the
damages which will be done to their property by making that addition to
the quay, but that they were willing to settle that business by arbitration;
and Mr. M‘Lehose gave in a letter, subscribed by Mr. Robertson, proposing
Dougald Bannatyne, merchant in Glasgow, as the arbiter to be named by
them, to whom also Mr. M‘Lehose agreed to submit the matter in dispute.
Which being considered by the magistrates and council they agree to
the arbitration before mentioned, and do hereby name and appoint Mr.
Archibald Graham, cashier to the Thistle bank, to be the arbiter, on their
part, for ascertaining the amount of the said damage, and authorize the
committee of council who were appointed to make the said addition to the 
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quay to subscribe a submission with Mr. Robertson and Mr. M'Lehose to
Messrs. Bannatyne and Graham, to the effect before mentioned, with
power to them to chuse an oversman in case of difference.

The lord provost produced a letter from John Palmer, esqr., controller
of the post office in London, dated 13 July current, representing that
the road between Carlisle and Glasgow was in such disrepair that it was
with difficulty that he could transmit the mail regularly to Glasgow,
in the mail coaches, especially in the winter season, that he was afraid
if the said road was not repaired and some dangerous precipices fenced
off, before the ensueing winter, that he would be obliged to give up the
mail coaches and to transmit the mail from London to Glasgow by a horse
post. Mr. Palmer also mentioned that he was informed that the road
by Dumfries and Sanquhar was nearly finished, that he understood it was
only five miles farther about than the Moffat road and that it was free 
from hills and precipices and that he had directed Mr. Hascar, a gentle­
man belonging to the post office, to make a regular survey of both roads
and to report his opinion of them to the lord provost, that some steps
might be taken either for repairing the road by Moffat or for bringing
the mail by Dumfries and Sanquhar. The lord provost also presented
a letter from Sir John Stewart of Castlemilk, inclosing the minutes of a
meeting of the trustees upon the foresaid road by Sanquhar and Dumfries,
held at Hamilton the 7th June last, in which it was represented that the
funds necessary for compleating that road had not hitherto been fully
subscribed for and requesting that the magistrates and council of
Glasgow would give their aid to raise funds for compleating the said
road, by lending the trustees such a sum as they might think proper,
bearing interest at 5 per cent., to be applied towards finishing the said
road, by making of which the trustees conceived that the trade and well­
fare of the city of Glasgow would be promoted. Which letters and minute
being considered by the magistrates and council they appoint the lord
provost and magistrates, the dean of guild and deacon conveener, as a
committee of council, to consider the same, to converse with Mr. Hascar
upon the subject and to report their opinion how far it may be proper
or expedient for the city of Glasgow to subscribe a sum for making the
said road by Sanquhar and Dumfries and whether or not any steps can 
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be taken by the magistrates and council for getting the road by Moft'at
repaired.

Baillie James M‘Dowall, the delegate who was chosen on 5th July William
current for electing a member of parliament for this district of burghs, cll0’sen
reported verbally that he had attended the election at Rutherglen, on member of
12th July current, when William M‘Dowal, esqr. of Garthland, had been Parllamcnt
unanimously chosen member of parliament by the delegates from Glasgow,
Rutherglen, Dumbarton and Renfrew, instead of John Crawford, esqr.,
their late member.

The magistrates and council, considering that there have of late been plans of
several encroachments made upon the public streets of the city by persons ^dings to
who have built houses fronting the said streets, and that the proprietors lining the’
and feuers of ground who were bound and obliged by their title deeds8treets-
to erect buildings of certain forms, dimensions and elevations, and
according to certain regulations, have of late built contrary to these
regulations, do therefore recommend to the dean of guild and his
brethren of council, when applications are made to that court for lining
the buildings upon the sides of the public streets, to order distinct plans
and elevations of the intended buildings to be given into the court by
the persons who apply for decrees of lining, before these decrees are
pronounced, and also recommend to the dean of guild and his brethren to
pay particular attention to have the buildings fronting the public streets
erected on the proper lines and in conformity to the rules, regulations
and restrictions contained in the title deeds of the proprietors of ground
on which the said houses are to be built; and ordain the town clerks to 
transmitt an extract of this act of council to the dean of guild.

The committee appointed to purchase a piece of ground and some Ground in St.
houses in St. Andrews Square from Andrew Dunlop, proprietor, and g “^7 bonii
Thomas M‘Call and Janet Wallace, spouses, liferenters of the said of annuity to
subjects, reported verbally that the price of the said subjects had been fpcalinnd
fixed by a decree arbitral, pronounced by William Craig, timber merchant
in Glasgow, in a submission entered into between the said committee and
the said persons, at £100 sterling, bearing interest from Whitsunday
1790, payable to the said Andrew Dunlop, and a yearly annuity payable
to the said Thomas ATCall and Janet Wallace of £16 sterling during 
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their joint lives, and to the longest liver of them. [The price had been
paid and bond of annuity granted and a disposition dated 21st and 24th
May last had been delivered to the town and was recorded in the town
court books 7th June last. The sasine on the disposition was dated 15th
June last.]

The committee of council who were empowered by an act of council,
dated 26th March last, to sell to Robert Smith, junior, wright in Glasgow,
the large yard or garden belonging to the city, being the northmost part
of the tenement of land and acre in Longcroft which sometime belonged
to William Anderson, with an entry thereto, all lying on the west side of
the Candlerigs Street and the north side of Trongate Street, reported
verbally that they had entered into and subscribed a contract of sale, with
the said Robert Smith of the said subjects, as they are particularly
described in the said contract of sale, and under the particular regulations
and restrictions specified in the said contract, in consideration of which
the said Robert Smith had bound and obliged himself, his heirs and
successors, to make payment to the magistrates and council, for behoof
of the community of the said city, of £950 at Whitsunday 1791, with
interest from Whitsunday 1790, which with a ground annual of £47 10s.
sterling, payable yearly out of the said subjects, is declared to be the
full price and consideration to be paid by the said Robert Smith for
the said subjects; and upon payment of the said £950 sterling, with
interest as aforesaid, the committee had bound and obliged the magistrates
and town council to grant to the said Robert Smith an heritable and
irredeemable disposition to the said subjects, under the burden of the said
ground annual and subject to the restrictions in the said contract of sale;
which contract of sale is dated 7th April, 1790.

18 August 1790
Committee on The lord provost represented that one of his reasons for calling this
RoadIuirknk meeting of council was to lay before them the proposal which was some

time ago made to the magistrates and council by the trustees on the turn­
pike road from the city of Glasgow towards Dumfries, by Kilbride,
Straven and Muirkirk, of subscribing a sum of money towards making
that road, as the sums raised by the subscriptions of private persons had 
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proved inadequate to finish it, and his lordship produced the letters from
Mr. Palmer and Sir John Stewart, and the minutes of a meeting of the
said trustees which had heen laid before the council on 20th day of last
month; together with a letter from Mr. Andrew Stewart to John Orr,
one of the town clerks, inclosing a report by Mr. John Muir, surveyor of
the said road, describing its present state and condition; all which being
considered the magistrates and council continue the committee of council
named on the 20th of last month to consider the said proposal, with
directions to them to take the earliest opportunity, after Mr. Hascars
arrival in Scotland, to converse with him upon the subject and to get his
opinion whether or not the mail coach will be brought to Glasgow by that
road; also to procure all necessary information relative to the present
condition and state of repair of the road and the probability of its being
finished, in case the magistrates and town council shall agree to suhscribe
a sum towards making it.

Appoint the magistrates a committee of council to settle with Mr. Committee to
William Wilson, writer in Glasgow, for the trouble he had in acting as poUce clerk
a clerk to the intendant of police, conducting criminal processes and
taking declarations and precognitions in criminal matters, whilst he was
in that office, and authorize William Coats, treasurer of the city, to pay to
the said William Wilson whatever sum the magistrates shall determine
to give him for that business.

The dean of guild represented that it would be impracticable for the Dean of guild
dean of guild court to carry into execution the rules and regulations cour,t to
relative to lining the houses and buildings to be erected on the public person to
streets, which were enacted by the act of council of the 20th of last month,
and by an act of the said court of the 22nd of last month, unless a person
were appointed to see the sentences of the court executed and to report
when those sentences were contraveened, and a fund were provided for
paying that person for his trouble, which the dean of guild court had
not in their power to do, he therefore requested that the magistrates and
council would authorize the court to appoint a fit person to perform that
business and pay him for his trouble from the common funds of the city of
Glasgow. Which being considered by the magistrates and council they
agree to the foresaid request, and authorize the treasurer for the time
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being to pay the person employed in the foresaid business such sums for
his trouble as shall be from time to time allowed him by orders from
the dean of guild court.

Robert Smith, junior, gave in a proposal in writing requesting that
the magistrates and council would agree to dispone to him, irredeemably,

toa part of the garden behind the Candlerigs, which he lately purchased
from the city of Glasgow, upon his paying down a proportional part of the
price which he had become bound to pay for the whole of the said garden
and burdening the piece of ground now required by him to be disponed
with a proportional part of the ground annual which is payable from the
whole garden, which part of the said garden is described as containing
880 square yards of building ground and as bounded by the garden
formerly belonging to Robert Lee on the west, the property of -John
Auch incloss on the south, the lands belonging to the heirs of Robert
Auchincloss, Robert Wallace and Robert Smith, junior, on the east, and
Wilson Street on the north; which proposal being considered, the
magistrates and council appoint William Coats [and others] as a com­
mittee of council, with power to them to inspect the said plott of ground
and the buildings erected upon it and to report their opinion how far
it will be proper and expedient to grant a separate disposition to Mr.
Smith of the part of the said garden before described.

There were presented to the magistrates and council a petition from
Robert Graeme, sheriff substitute of Lanarkshire, dated 22nd of last
month, and a letter to the lord provost from Robert M‘Lintock, merchant
in Glasgow, dated 23rd of that month, stating that their respective
properties on the river Clyde had suffered damage by the jettees erected
for deepening the said river and by the other operations mentioned in the
petition and letter, and craving payment for the said damages. The
magistrates and council remit the said petition and letter to Walter
Logan, chamberlain of the city, with directions to him to inquire about
the facts stated therein, to take the opinion of Mr. Robert Whitworth
and Mr. John Bennet whether the said claim be well founded, and to report
their opinions to the council.

Authorize the lord provost to subscribe £10 sterling to the funds of
the society lately established in Glasgow for recovering to life persons 
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apparently drowned, known by the name of the “ Humane Society,” and
allow the said society at their own expense to build a boat house on the
bank of the river Clyde, at such place within the Green of Glasgow
as shall be approved of by the committee after named. And appoint
baillie M‘Dowa], baillie M'Lehose and the master of work, a committee 
of council to consider a request made by the said society for leave to Proposal of
build a house or room at the washing house, or such other place within room 0^
the Green of Glasgow as the magistrates and council might think proper,house at
and to report as to the propriety or expediency of granting the foregoing house. °
request of the said society; also to fix on a proper place for building the
foresaid boat house upon.

The committee appointed on the common sewer proposed to be made Report about
from the Meadowflatt grounds, down Queen Street or Buchanan Street, sewer'in n
gave in a report, with a plan and estimate for making the said common Ramshorn
sewer, amounting to £441 13s., or from that to £500 sterling, andS10un<lb'
mentioning that if the town agreed to pay one half of the expense of
making the said common sewer the other proprietors of the ground
adjacent to it would pay the remainder of that sum; and the committee
submitted to the magistrates and council the propriety of that proposal.
The magistrates and council appoint the said report, plan and estimate
to ly on the table till the next meeting of council, and to be then taken
into consideration.

The master of work produced an account of the expense of the new Expense of
bell which was ordered for the High church by act of council of thenew bell‘
(blank) day of ("blank), a copy of which follows: —

London, July 29th, 1790.
Messrs. Alexr. & Jno. Brown Bot. of Thos. Mears,

1790. Late Lester, Park, & Chapman.
April 13—To cash paid freight, wharfage, warehouseroom,

cartage, &c., of old bell, ... ... ... £1 13 9
cwt. qr. lb.

July 29—To a church bell, 17 1 27, @ 12d. per lb., ... 97 19 0
To a clapper, 1 8|, @ 9d. „ ... 1 7 2|
To cartage, wharfage, shipping, &c., ... ... - 7 6

Carry forward,
2 a

... £101 7 5|
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Brought forward, ...
Or. cwt. qr. lb.

By old bell, ............. 17 0 10 gross
Old iron staple deducted, - - 20

£101 7 5|

16 3 18, @ 9d. per lb., 71 0 6

£30 6 11}
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Which, being considered by the magistrates and council, they ordain
William Coats, treasurer, to pay to John Brown, master of work,
£30 6s. lljd., being the balance due of the foresaid account, and ordain
the master of work to procure the discharge of the said account from
Thomas Mears, maker of the said bell.1

1 The following is the report of the
committee referred to in the town council’s
minute of 21 October last:—“The committee
appointed at last meeting of council to inspect
the public bells of the city and report if any
alteration in the manner of hanging them
ought to be made in order to prevent the
danger of their bursting, being accompanied
by Messrs. James Stewart, clockmaker, John
Gardner, mathematical instrument maker,
and James Dickson, smith and founder.

“ Narrowly examined, the great bell in the
Tron steeple, which was cast in 1631, and has
now been 152 years in constant use in the
same steeple, and which has received no
material injury from a very heavy clapper
having constantly struck upon the two oppo­
site points of the bell, and is in no immediate
danger of rupture. That the small bell hung
there, in 1636 or 1637, is in the same situation
and requires no immediate alteration.

“ They also carefully examined the great
bell belonging to the toun of Glasgow in the
steeple of the Merchants House, and found
that, although it has only been there since
the year 1760, it is much more worn than the
old boll in the Trone, tho’ the clapper is not 

confined to two points but rolls round |ths of
the inner circumference of the rim, which
they apprehend confuses the sound and con­
vinces them of an error in the manner of
hanging, and perhaps a greater softness in tho
metal. As this bell cost the toun a great
deal of money and has lasted 29 years, and
the former bell, which was larger and also at
the touns expence cast in 1746, and hung in
the same way, lasted only 14 years, it is
humbly suggested to the magistrates and toun
council whether it might not be expedient to
write to (blank), bell founder in Whitechapel,
London, who is now employed in hanging a
peal of bells in the new toun of Edinburgh, to
come to Glasgow and give his advice as to the
method of securing this and the other bells
from danger of breaking, and more particu­
larly at this time, as by inspecting the com­
position of mettal and dimensions of the very
largo bell of tho cathedral, lately broken, he
may be better able to judge how it may bo
replaced by ono of tho same tone, note and
dimensions, if tho magistrates, or rather the
barons of his majestys exchequer, shall think
it proper. It appears to your committee and
to these tradesmen that, from the original
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Admit William Tasker, esqr., of Rotterdam, an honorary burgess William
and guild brother of the city of Glasgow. guildbrother.

13 September 1790

construction of the bells they have examined,
they never were intended to be shifted, so as
to make the tongue or clapper strike upon a
different part of the bell. Allowing it can be
done it will be so expensive, dangerous and
uncertain as to the effect of the sound and

[Two letters from Murdoch, Warroch & Co., brewers and tacksmen of the Impost on
, ... , T -r , ale and beerunskilful men. In the year 1790 I was cast

into the furnace, re-founded at London, and
returned to my sacred vocation. Reader,
thou also shalt know a resurrection, may it
be unto eternal life. Thomas Mears, fecit,
London, 1790” (Glasgow, Past and Present,

safety of the bells, that it would be presump­
tion in them to advise it without the authority
of persons of superior skill, professed bell
founders.

vol. i., p. 59; 1851 edition, vol. i., p. 35).
There is a blank in the council record at

the time the bell of 1594 was ordered, but
from subsequent minutes it is ascertained

“ We thought it unnecessary to examine
the High church bell in its present broken
state. It is much larger than any of the
others, and we have reason to believe has
hung there since 1591. If any alteration is to
bo made, we should propose the experiment
to be tried on the Ramshorn or some of the
smaller bells, which we did not think it
necessary to examine. Mr. Dickson is of
opinion that the bells cannot bo shifted but
that the machinery of the Bridgegate bell is
wrong constructed” (Report Book, pp. 171-4).

The bell procured in terms of these
reports and relative minutes of the town
council bore the following inscription:—
“In the year of grace, 1594, Marcus Knox, a
merchant in Glasgow, zealous for the interest
of tho Reformed Religion, caused me to bo
fabricated in Holland for the use of his fellow­
citizens of Glasgow, and placed mo with
solemnity in the tower of their Cathedral.
My function was announced by tho impress
on my bosom, Me audito venias Doctrinam
Sanctum ut discas” [Come, that ye may loarn
holy doctrine], “ and I was taught to proclaim
tho hours of unheeded time. 195 years bad I
sounded these awful warnings when I was
broken by tho hands of inconsiderate and

that the town council had arranged with
Arthur Allan, who was town treasurer in
1593, “ anent the hamo bringing of the bell ”
(Glasg. Rec., vol. i., pp. 165, 168). A tax of
£700 Scots was imposed on tho inhabitants
towards meeting tho expense (7b., p. 169) ;
and from the account which Allan rendered
on 4th November, 1596, it appears that the
total expenditure amounted to £1002 0s. 4d.
Scots (£83 10s. OJd. sterling). The balance
due to Allan was probably paid to him by
Marcus Knox, then the town treasurer. Tho
statement that the bell was gifted by Marcus
Knox, though appearing in some histories of
Glasgow and repeated in tho inscription,
seems to have originated in error. There is,
however, good ground for tho belief that the
bell metal for which Allan credits in his
account £198 9s. Scots, uud which was pre­
sumably recast in the now bell, was the old
material of one of the bells gifted by Arch­
bishop Dunbar and hung in tho western tower
of the Cathedral (The Book of Glasgow' Cathe­
dral, 1898, pp. 278-9; Glasgow in Early
History, p. 254). The bell of 1790 having
got out of order was taken down in 1896 and
replaced by a now bell, the gift of Mr. Johu
Garroway.
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bi be i.i t, by inipuiil duty mi beer mid nl<«, <'ii|,;ii|';iiig In <ilfi-r £2,010 alerting of annual tack
f"'0b duty upon (he hupoiit boinp tivt up Io coup on the expiry of the present tack

which ends on (Hit Oclohcr nest, 11 mid to permit the rum of £2,100 sterling
Io he mude the agreed mmuid luck duly during flic next lea e,” The magistrates
and council appointed the impost. duties Io be, set up to public roup, for the
space of three years, within the court hall of the tolbooth, on 12th October next,
at the yearly rent of .1'2,100 sterling. |

Memorial and
ri-pre ento.-
iion of diicc-
torn of towns
hospital.

There was produced a representation to the magistrates from the
preceptor and committee of managers of the towns hospital, stating that
it would be requisite to assess the inhabitants next year in the sum of
4J1.4G0 (exceeding last years assessment <£60 and the highest preceding
years £2G0), that through the open toleration of begging the hospital
assignments are a lure to draw idle and indigent people from all parts,
to prevent which it has become necessary to put the law strictly in
execution against begging and also to fall on some method to prevent
people who are likely soon to come on the charity funds from getting a
residence to entitle them to these funds, and that unless both these 
particulars are strictly adhered to the memorialists fear the future
assessment may rise to such a sum as may not be easily collected from
the inhabitants; which being considered by the magistrates and council
they appoint the dean of gild [and others] as a committee co consider of
the said memorial and to report their opinion what measures ought to be
adopted concerning the subject of the memorial.

Assessment [Poor persons in town’s hospital on 9th August last, 314 : poor children
n>r miintcm- pUf. ouf. |0 nursc, m j families in indigent circumstances obtaining supplies
poor. of meal, 205; estimated deficiency, .£1,460, and .£20 of expense of collection,

to be assessed on the inhabitants as formerly.] 
Petition of
proprietors

: i k.-men
mills on

Kehin.

There was also produced a petition to the magistrates for the pro­
prietors and tacksmen of the mills on the river Kelvin, stating that before
the river Clyde was deepened the river Kelvin was navigable for some
length by gabberts and other vessels of equal draught of water with those
which came to the Broomielaw quay, that by lowering the bed of rhe river
Clyde this useful navigation, of considerable consequence to the petitioners,
had been rendered until to receive vessels of almost any burden, that bv
the shallowness of the river Kelvin they are put to considerable expence 
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in carting their goods from the Point house through a bad road and under
the inconvenience of wanting a proper quay there for loading and
unloading, and therefore craving the magistrates to give orders to clean
and deepen the bed of the river Kelvin, so as to admit gabbarts and
other vessels to go up as far as formerly. Which being considered by the
magistrates and council they remit to Mr. Logan, the chamberlain, to
enquire into the facts stated in the petition and to report if the petitioners
are entitled to any and what redress in the matters there stated.

There was produced a petition to the lord provost and magistrates Petition of
by John Sanderson, writing master in Glasgow, stating that there is a hall ^'aste^for a
in the Grammar School, unoccupied, commodious for a writing school 1^11 in° O Vcininitirwhich would be convenient for the boys that attend the Latin classes, and School.
praying that the magistrates would grant him either free possession of
the said hall, or at a moderate rent; which being considered by the
magistrates and council they remit the consideration thereof to the
committee appointed for visiting the Grammar school and to report their
opinion thereon to the council.

The. magistrates and council ordain their bounty to seamen to be Bounty to
continued to the 31st October next, and to be advertised once in each of^^jlcon
the Glasgow newspapers.

There was produced a report of this date, subscribed by a committee Report,
named by the council for considering Mr. William Coats proposal foi' CoUjTpro-
prolonging for six years beyond its term, his lease of the first and third posal for pro­
storeys of the towns tenement at the head of the Gallowgatc, bearing that iease. ”
they had conferred with the chamberlain as to the state of repairs of the
second storey of the tenement and that the committee are of opinion
that it will be for the advantage of the community to dispose of that
whole property as soon as may be, and therefore that no further tack ought
to be granted upon any part of that tenement, as the same might be a
considerable bar to the sale thereof; which report the magistrates and
council approved.

There was produced a petition to the lord provost, magistrates and Repairs on
council of Robert Gammell and others, tacksmen of scats in the west loft (juter Hi«*h
in the outer High church of Glasgow, stating that their seats are very church.
low and inconvenient and observing the great improvements making in
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the front lofts for the convenience of the hearers they are willing to pay
ten per cent, for what money may be laid out for repairs on their account,
and craving the magistrates to grant what repairs they may see necessary
for their accommodation. And there was also produced an estimate of
the expence of raising the west loft, amounting in one statement of the
repairs to £43 Ils., and by another statement to £17 sterling, and that
the addition of new seats would hold about forty-eight sitters, which at
18d. each on an average would yield £3 12s. of yearly rent. Which being
considered by the magistrates and council they nominate and appoint
baillie ATLehose [and others] as a committee for getting the repairs
executed in such manner as they shall judge most proper, and when the
same is finished to report to the council the expense of the repairs.

There was also produced a report of this date, subscribed by a com­
mittee appointed on the burying grounds, of which report the tenor
follows: —

“ We the subscribers, in compliance with your act of the 25th September
1788, are sorry we have to observe that, from the irregular manner of selling
the lairs and opening the earth for burying the poor in the North West burial
ground, your committee could not lay out the ground in such a regular manner
as they would have done had the ground been entire. But to make the most
of it as it now is we are of opinion that the inhabitants would be accommodated
with good lairs and that the funds of the city would be augmented if addi­
tional dykes were built in the middle of the burial ground, and therefore we
recommend the part of the dyke already built there should be lengthened until
the whole be 207 feet; that another dyke be built on the east of that dyke, at
the distance of 45 feet parallel to it, and two dykes be built to close the ends
of these dykes at right angles, to have a gateway in the middle of each, nine
feet wide; that there be made a gravel walk of nine feet broad to pass through
the middle of the parallelogram, and that there be an iron gate at each (blank)
feet wide. That as the North-west burial ground will soon be in the middle
of the city we beg leave to recommend, for the accomodation of the inhabitants
and for the preservation of their health, that the poor should not be buried
in the common ground as formerly, but that they should be buried in the
common ground in the High Church yard, at the back of the church, until
another burial place be provided, which your committee recommend to be done
with all convenient speed. They have endeavoured to bargain for ground 
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behind the High church and adjoining a small yard the city are possessed of
there, but they could not get an offer upon tolerable terms. They doubt not,
however, but that a purchase may be made soon. If a peice of ground were
got there and a decent wall built and a gravel walk about 118 feet from the
wall were formed, it is presumed the lairs that might be sold on the wall, to
which there would bo an easy access, would sell for nearly the money that
would be laid out in the purchase and building the wall, and a large middle
area left for the burial of the poor, which if regularly opened in rows of
graves from north to south, or east to west, might supply graves for the poor
for many years. Your committee looked at the ground behind the correction Ground
house, and were of opinion that it would answer the purpose for burial behind cor-
ground for the poor very well; but it being in view to open a street from the
Carntyne Road to the Northwest grounds, which would go through the ground,
the occupying it for a burial place was thought to be improper at present.

“ We recommend that the baillie of the Northwest church yard should be Northwest
ordered to fill up the rows of lairs which have been broken, beginning with
the rows nearest the walls that surround the burial ground, and so continuing0
until the whole of these rows be filled up, and that the row's w'hich are not
broken shall be reserved until the other lairs be sold, and that afterw'ards the
row’s which lie nearest to the surrounding wall shall be filled up before any
lairs be sold in the other rows, excepting lairs within the parallelogram and
on its wall. We are of opinion the lairs within the parallelogram we have
recommended to be formed and the lairs on the outside of its walls would sell at
the prices in the following statement, and would produce .£770 more than if
the lairs of the ground which would be occupied by the new lairs were to be
sold as formerly.

50 lairs on the inside of the wall, at £15, ... ... £750 0 0
42 lairs on the inside adjoining the lairs on the wall, ab £ LU, 420 0 0
50 lairs on the outside of the wall, at £12, ... ... 600 0 0

£1,770 0 0
166 lairs which w’ould be occupied by the new lairs, at

£4 3s. 4d.,  £691 13 4
The walls wmuld occupy 1,008 square feet, or 127 lairs, at

£4 3s. 4d.,  52 1 8

Carry forward, ... ... ... ... ... £743 15 0



376 EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS [1790.

Brought forward,... £743 15 0
Walls, 162 yards long, 5 yards deep, is 810 square yards,

at 5s. per square yard, 202 10 0
Iron gates and gravel walks, say ... 53 15 0

£1,000 0 0
Balance in favor of the city funds, 770 0 0

£1,770 0 0

This report of your committee is most humbly submitted to your honors by
(signed) William Coats, John Tennent, Walter Logan, John Brown. Glasgow,
15th September, 1790.

“ As an exact calculation was not obtained of the expense [that] the walls
proposed would be, the balance may be something considerably less. The
committee on a further consideration are of opinion the wall should be 50 feet
distance instead of 45 feet, which would admit a gravel walk of 1 4 feet instead
of 9 feet broad in the middle of the parallelogram, and that the lairs on the
outside of the east wall, which would be 13 feet, might sell at <£15 instead of
£12. This charge will make the calculation only £26 16s. 8d. less balance,
but would augment the conveniency and beauty of the whole.”

Which report being considered by the magistrates and council they
approve thereof and appoint the same committee to see the different
matters stated in the report carried into execution.

Petitions of There was produced a petition of the inhabitants of Georges Square,
for lamps and J°^ns Street, Ingram Street and Hutcheson Street, stating that from the
a well. want of a sufficient number of lamps the petitioners suffer great

inconveniency, and persons passing through these streets at night and
even the petitioners properties were in considerable risk, and therefore
craving the magistrates and council to order a sufficient number of lamps
to be put upon the said square and streets; and also a petition of the
proprietor and inhabitants of the west side of George Square craving that
a well might be put down on the west side of the square and to have
that side of the square properly lighted, there having been only one lamp
at each extremity of the west side of the square last winter. Which
petitions being considered by the magistrates and council they remit to
the clerks to examine the petitioners titles to their property and to report 
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whether by the terms of these titles the petitioners have a right to the
privileges claimed.

1 October 1790
The town clerks reported verbally that they had examined the title Report o^

deeds of the proprietors of the Ramshorn grounds, sometime ago feued aa to Rams-
by the magistrates and town council, and that they had found the said &c->
proprietors were subjected to all the burdens and taxations to which
the inhabitants within the royalty are liable, and therefore the clerks
were humbly of opinion that the said proprietors were entitled to the
benefit of lamps and wells, to be paid from the common funds of the city,
as well as the other inhabitants. Which being considered by the
magistrates and council they appoint baillie M‘Lehose [and others] as a Committee
committee of council to consider the petition of the inhabitants of Georges aplon lamps
Square and the other proprietors and inhabitants of the said grounds an(1 well.
mentioned in the minutes of last council meeting, and to report their
opinion what number of lamps are necessary and whether the well
mentioned in the said petition be necessary for the accomodation of the
proprietors and inhabitants of the said grounds and at what place the
said well, if found necessary, ought to be placed.

Authorize the treasurer to pay to John Gardner, mathematical Precept, John
instrument maker, £25 sterling for his labour as assistant towns surveyor Gar<lner-
previous to Michaelmas 1790, and agree to give him a salary of £25
sterling per annum, during the pleasure of the magistrates and town
council, as assistant surveyor to the town, to commence as from
Michaelmas 1790, the first yearly payment to be made at Michaelmas
1791, for the preceding year, and authorize the treasurers for the time
being to pay the said salary yearly (unless this act of council shall be
repealled).

Subscribed a contract of ground annual between the magistrates and Contract with
town council, on the one part, and Robert Smith, junior, wrierht jn Robert .Smith
Glasgow, on the other part, for the large garden behind the Trongate garden.
and Candlerigs streets, in terms of the minute of sale mentioned in the
act of council of 20th July last, the said Robert Smith having agreed to
pay the price of the said garden with the interest from Whitsunday last,
instead of paying the said price at Whitsunday 1791.
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1 be magi .1 inli-j mid ('oiijh'i'I luiving l.lm eon Jdexatjon of the
.-.-.. -J /eport of a commil lee, relitlivH Io a eoniiiioii m,v<'I in Buchanans Street,

7.'.h/ch was. given in Io Ilin council on I8II1 August lad, and v.'nich was
• ■; then ri-inni-d Io Um connnlcrnlion of a future moding of council, appoint

baillie .M‘L<dioHe [and others) Io consider how far the towns property in
the vicinity of the said common sower will be thereby benefited: and to
report their opinion what part of the expense of making the -aid common
•sewer ought to be paid by the town, upon the principles only of the towns
property being thereby meliorated.

h. ;<• : LuiJio [John Dunlop elected eldest bailie of the towns of Port Glasgow and
(Slran-l Newark.]
Newark. Refuse the desire of a petition presented to the magistrates and
inhabitaiifsofcouuc^ by ^le heritors ail(i inhabitants of the New Vennal for having
New Vennal. the said vennal causwayed at the towns expense unless the said proprietors

and inhabitants shall agree to remove the outstairs which at present
project upon the street of the said vennal.

Committee Appoint William Craig and David Dale, as a committee of council,
St Andrews i° consider a plan and elevation which is proposed to be built by John
street. Buchanan, hatter in Glasgow, on his ground fronting the north side of

St. Andrews Street, and to meet with the said John Buchanan and John
Monteith, manufacturer in Glasgow, proprietor of the ground on the
opposite side of the said street, and to endeavour to get an agreement
entered into between the said John Buchanan and John Monteith to erect
buildings on their respective properties fronting the said street, similar
and conform to the said plan and elevation, or as nearly so as the nature
and situation of their said properties will admitt of, and appoint the
said committee io report to the magistrates and council the progress of
the business hereby remitted to them.

Ransom from Authorize the magistrates to subscribe twenty five guineas towards
slavery. raising a sum of money for ransoming from slavery at Algiers John

Robertson, a citizen and burgess of Glasgow, who was captured, carried
into that place and condemned to slavery, in which condition he has
remained for a number of years past (as was represented in a petition
presented to the magistrates and council alongst with authentic]? docu­
ments showing the foresaid facts to be true) and for which purpose con­
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siderable sums have been subscribed by respectable iuhabitauts in the city.
Subscribed disposition to the faculty of physicians and surgeons Disposition.of

in Glasgow, whereby, in consideration of £116 16s. 6d. paid to the st. En<JC£8
treasurer, the magistrates and council sold and disponed a steading ons<luarc-
the east side of St. Enochs Square, measuring 46 feet 6 inches on the
west and east sides, 101 feet on the south side, and 100 feet on the north
side, consisting of 519-j square yards of ground or thereabout, under
certain conditions, limitations and restrictions, contained in the said
disposition, and which are to be inserted in the instrument to follow on
the disposition and in all future dispositions and infeftments, otherwise
the same are declared to be null.

5 October 1790
[James M‘Dowall, lord provost; Richard Marshall and Robert Scott Election of

Moncrief, of the merchant rank, and Robert Mann, of the crafts rank, bailies.] provost, &c.

8 October 1790
[Thirteen merchants and twelve craftsmen councillors for the current year.] Councillors.

13 October 1790
[Gilbert Hamilton, dean of guild; John M'Auslane, deacon convener; Dean of guild,

William Auchincloss, treasurer; Robert Rae Houstoun, bailie; and Andrew&c-
M'Farlane, weaver in Gorbals, conjunct bailie of Gorbals; William M'Kechnic,
water bailie; John Brown, master of work; George Miller, bailie of Provan;
James Montgomerie, visitor of maltmen; David Hutcheson, procurator fiscal;
John Orr and John Wilson, town clerks.]

[Appointments of directors of the town’s hospital, annual committee, Directors,
committee on public works, Clyde commissioners, bridge commissioners, commis-
committee on Grammar School, committee on tradesmen’s accounts, committee committees.
for quartering soldiers, and committee on bridewell.]

18 October 1790
[Robert Scott Moncrief fined in the sum of £40 sterling for not accepting Fine for not

the office of youngest merchant bailie.] inine^1*2 aS
Appoint baillie Robert Mann [and others] as a committee of council committee on

to consider a memorial and proposal from the superintendant of the Forth hlie c’»try to
x Georges

b'quare.
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Committee on
quarry in
Gorbals
lands.

Interest to be
given up to
David Dale.

and Clyde Navigation, relative to widening the entry into Georges Square
and opening an entry through the grounds of Meadowflat, belonging
to the city, into Buchanan Street, and ordain the said committee to report
to the council their opinion of the said proposals.

Appoint baillie Mann [and others] as a committee of council, with
power to them to visit and inspect the quarry in the towns part of the
barony of Gorbals and to report their opinion with regard to the best
method of preventing the damages which have been complained of as
having been done by digging the said quarry.

Authorize the chamberlain to give up to Mr. David Dale the interest
of the price of a lot of building ground purchased by him in St. Andrews
Square, from Whitsunday 1790 to Whitsunday 1791, which is hereby
declared to be the date of the said David Dales entry to the said lott of
ground, notwithstanding of the terms of a disposition thereof, granted
to him by a committee of council appointed to dispone the said lott, bears
that he entered thereto at Whitsunday 1790, it having been reported to 
the magistrates and council by John Laurie, a member of the said
committee, that his bargain with the committee was that his entry should
be at Whitsunday 1791.

Report auent There was produced to the magistrates and council a report of the
sohHersUg °f committee of the council for superintending the quartering of soldiers,

dated 4th October current, the tenor whereof follows: —
Judgements “ The committee of council for superintending the quartering of soldiers

about *n town humbly report to the magistrates and council that, subsequent to a
quartering judgement pronounced by Lord Braxfield, lord ordinary, in a question at the
soldiers. instance of the bakers and other incorporations in Glasgow against the

magistrates and council, whereby his lordship found that all the inhabitants
of Glasgow must be quartered upon equally, a different judgement was
pronounced by the lords of session in the inner house, on a question at the
instance of the faculty of writers in Glasgow against the magistrates and
council which last judgement has been acquiesced in and is of the following 
tenor :—

‘ 10th February 1789. The lords having advised this petition, with the
answers thereto and what is above set forth, they find that the magistrates of
Glasgow have no power to alter the usage and practise of quartering and
billeting soldiers upon the inhabitants which has been observed by them and 
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their predecessors, and therefore find that the pursuers are not liable to have
soldiers billeted or quartered upon them for local quarters, and decern and
declare accordingly; reserving to the magistrates in the cases of transient
quartering of soldiers, upon extraordinary emergencies, when the houses of
these liable to be quartered upon in the case of local quarters are not sufficient
to lodge the whole soldiers in the place, to extend the billeting and quartering
to the houses of the other inhabitants according to former usage.’

And as in the cause of a summary process now depending before the
magistrates, at the instance of William Aiken and others against Thomas
Laurie, the present billet master, a proof has been taken with regard te the
usage and practise of billeting and quartering soldiers prior tb the date of
lord Braxfields interlocutor, the committee humbly apprehend that this will be
a proper opportunity for the magistrates and council to ascertain the usage
by an act of council and to establish regulations for billeting and quartering
soldiers, and the committee submit to the magistrates and council that the
following regulations ought to be enacted, as founded on the proof in the
action before mentioned and as being calculated to obviate frauds in the
billeting and quartering of soldiers in the city, viz. :—1st, That the billet
master and his successors in office shall in the first place give billets to
soldiers foi* local quarters upon all vintners, inkeepers, change keepers, grocers,
and all persons who take out licences for selling ale, exciseable liquors, wine
or spirits by retail. 2nd, After the foregoing description or class of
inhabitants is fully quartered upon, that billets shall in the next place be
issued indiscriminately upon the said first class and upon all butchers, bakers,
gardners, spirit deallers in whole sale, distillers and brewers of ale, beer and
porter, although not keepers of public houses, sellers of meal and barley, cow
feeders, hucksters and keepers of grocery shops, not having licences for the
sale of exciseable liquors, wine or spirits, and retainers of vivres of all kinds;
declaring that grocers and other shopkeepers falling under either of the said
two descriptions who are not householders and who lodge with other persons
shall be quartered upon in the same manner as if they were householders.
3dly, When both the said description or classes are fully quartered upon,
that billets shall be issued indiscriminately upon the said two first classes and
upon all the other inhabitants of the town indiscriminately, excepting always
ministers of the gospell, schoolmasters, spinsters or unmarried women and
widows, being housholders who support themselves by the labour of their
hands, such as seamstresses and others of a similar description, and also all 
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those who derive subsistence from any public charitable fund; reserving to
the magistrates in cases of extreme necessity to order billets to be issued upon
such of the persons falling under the said exception as to them shall seem
proper. 4thly, That each billet shall continue and subsist for the space of
six weeks or for such shorter period as the magistrates shall think proper.
Gthly, That in issuing billets regard shall be had to the ability and circum­
stances of those lyable to be quartered on, both with respect to the number of
soldiers to be billeted on them and the period of billeting, as to which the
magistrates ought to reserve to themselves power to exorcise a discretionary
jurisdiction agreeable to former usage. 6thly, That in issuing billets the
billet mastei’ shall be instructed to issue no billets in favour of non-commissioned
officers unless the persons in whose favour the billets are granted shall appear
personally before him to receive their billets, which shall express their names
and the regiments and companies to which they belong. 7thly, That when any
regiment or other body of soldiers come to town, the billetmaster, before issuing
billets, shall require and procure from the quarter master or other officer
demanding billets a signed list of the private soldiers, distinguishing the.
number of each separate company and the names and rank of the commissioned
and non-commissioned officers for whom billets are required, and when the
billets come to be changed that he shall require a signed list in the foregoing
terms, including the names of the private soldiers. 8thly, That the billet­
master shall keep a book expressing in separate colums the names of the
inhabitants on whom billets are issued, the times when and for which
they are issued, the number and rank of these billeted on them, and
the names and rank of commissioned and noncommissioned officers in
whose favour the said billets are issued, which book he shall produce
at all times when required by the magistrates and the committee of council
appointed to superintend the quartering of soldiers. 9thly, That, in obedience
to a judgement of the magistrates pronounced on the 7th July last, in a
summary process before them at the instance of Steele and M‘Auslane, and
others, against the said Thomas Laurie and Thomas Clark, quartermaster,
sergeant of the seventh regiment of foot, the billet master shall be instructed
to issue no greater number of billets for quartering soldiers in town for the
time than as reported to him by the proper officer of the regiment, regard
being always had in giving billets to commissioned and noncommissioned
officers that they shall be quartered on such houses liable to that burden as are
capable of giving them quarters suitable to their respective ranks, and that 
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the billets shall bear the names and ranks of the commissioned and non­
commissioned officers to whom they are given. lOthly, That the billetmaster
shall observe what further instructions the magistrates and committee of
council appointed to superintend the quartering of soldiers shall from time
to time give him, relative to the due and orderly quartering of soldiers upon
the three descriptions or classes of inhabitants before mentioned, and for
preventing frauds and abuses in the business committed to them.”

Which report being read to and considered by the magistrates and
council they approve thereof and ordain the same to be carried into
execution by the committee of council before mentioned and by the said
Thomas Laurie, billetmaster of the city, and his successors in office.

25 October 1790
[John Hamilton, junior, elected youngest merchant bailie in room of John

Robert .Scott Moncrief, who declined to accept.] elected bailie
Appoint John Alston, junior, William Craig and the master of work, Committee on

as a committee of council, to consider a petition sometime ago given in Kelvin mills.
by the proprietors and tacksmen of the mills on the river Kelvin, stating
that by the operations of deepening the river Clyde the said river Kelvin
had been rendered so shallow as to obstruct the navigation on it, and
therefore praying that the magistrates would order it to be deepened;
on which petition the chamberlain had made out a report, by desire of
the magistrates, dated the 9th October current, with power to the said
committee to inspect the said river and to report to the magistrates and
council their opinion on the facts stated in the said petition and in the
chamberlains report.

Appoint the lord provost, the dean of guild and Mr. John Dunlop, Committee on
as a committee of council, to consider the intended alterations on thel?adtOiGreenock.
line of road between Glasgow and Greenock, and to report to the magis­
trates and council their opinion relative thereto, with power to the said
committee, or any two of them, to attend all public meetings of the landed
proprietors and other persons interested in the said line of road and to
act for the magistrates and council of Glasgow at all these meetings.

John Orr, one of the clerks, reported verbally that the town seal and Verbal report
the seal for the town court, which by an act of council of 30th December «nont the• • d town seals. 
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last were ordered to be made, had been some time a<ro sent from London,
and that they are now in use, and that in consequence of these new
seals having been made the old town seal had been broken down and
defaced.1

29 November 1790
Agree to
raise St.
Andrews
Street; sale
of iron gate.

Agree to raise the street leading into St. Andrews Square, opposite
to the house lately built there belonging to John Buchanan, hatter in
Glasgow, to the level of the kerb stone of the pavement opposite to the
said house, and ordain the master of work to get that done as soon as he
conveniently can and the season of the year will admitt of; and as it
will be necessary in performing that work to remove the iron gate which
is at present erected on the entry into the said square, authorize the 

1 The superseded common seal was adopted
in 1647 in the place of one which had been in
use from at least the year 1325 (See Glasg.
Chart., vol. ii., frontispiece). The illustra­
tions of the seals of 1647 and 1790, given
below, are taken from Macgeorge’s “Inquiry
as to the Armorial Insignia of the City of
Glasgow” (1866). The latter seal remained

in use till the year 1866 when a new seal was
struck, in conformity with a patent of the city’s
arms which was obtained at that time from
the Lord Lyon. Mr. Macgeorge could not dis­
cover any trace of the burgh court seal. It
must have fallen into disuse not long after its
acquisition in 1790.

1647. 1790.
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master of work to take down the said gate and appoint the magistrates
and the master of work, as a committee of council, to sell the said gate to
the best advantage either by public or private sale as to them may seem 
most proper.

There was presented to the magistrates and council a petition sub- Petition for
scribed by a number of respectable citizens, stating that it had been for sueets^from
several years under the consideration of the different magistrates of^amal!or?. . ° grounds toGlasgow to open a street and to make a communication from the Carntyne the Carntyno
Road to the High Street, and from thence to the new buildings in theroad‘
Ramshorn grounds, and that the opening of the said street had been one
of the objects of the late police bill; that an opportunity now offered
of getting that street opened by having the clauses inserted in the bill
which is about to be brought into parliament relative to the Shotts and
Airdrie roads, which were intended to have been inserted in the police
bill, which the petitioners apprehended would be approved of by the
inhabitants of the city; which petition being read and considered by the
magistrates and council they appoint the lord provost [and others J as a 
committee of council, with power to meet and treat with the trustees on
the Shotts and Airdrie roads for having proper clauses inserted into their
intended act of parliament for opening the before mentioned street, and
for obtaining power for purchasing ground and houses which may be
occupied by it, as opening the said street will be a great public benefit
to the city, and also agree to indemnify the trustees on the Shotts and
Airdrie roads for any additional expence which may be incurred by
inserting the said clauses into their act of parliament.

Delay the consideration of an offer made by Hector Macome to feu Hector
or rent a part of the correction house garden, untill it shall be known
what part of the said garden will be occupied by the street before delayed.
mentioned.

Upon considering a petition from Claud Marshall, writer in Glasgow, Petition
dated 23 November, praying that the magistrates and council wouldabout
raise the Green dyke, adjacent to his property, about three feet higher
than it is at present, refuse to execute that work at the towns expense,
but authorise the said Claud Marshall to raise the dyke at his
own expense to the height mentioned in the petition.

2 B
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Committee Appoint the lord provost and magistrates, as a committee of council,
to subscribe a subscribe a tack with the maltmen and brewers in Glasgow of the
tack of the impost duty leviable on ale and beer for three years, commencing’ on the
impost. „ , „ . . . 1 . . , ,6th October last, for the yearly rent of £2,400 sterling, at which they

had rented the same duties at a public roup, in terms of former acts of
council, and the said tack was accordingly subscribed by the lord provost
and magistrates in presence of the council now assembled.

Agrco tOj The lord provost produced a letter which he had received from Sir
£52 10s. for Sinclair, dated at Edinburgh the 20th November current, requesting
improving that the magistrates and council would subscribe a sum of money for
British wool. • ,i • *r~, • ■ . . Jencouraging the improvement of British wool, for which purpose an

association had been formed which was likely to promote the prosperity
of this country, and with the said letter a number of printed papers
were produced in order to explain the subject and the nature of the
association; which being considered by the magistrates and council they
agree to subscribe £52 10s. for the purposes before mentioned, to be paid
by five yearly installments of £10 10s. each ; and the lord provost is desired
to transmitt to Sir John Sinclair an extract of this act of council, which
is hereby declared to be a sufficient warrant to the treasurer and chamber-
lain of the city to pay the money to the person who shall be properly
authorized to receive it.

Councillors to Enact and ordain that the members of council shall in future, by
inison1 &c°, rotation and according to their seniority, at least once a week, visit the
in rotation, prison, the house of correction, the bridewell near to the meal market

and the cells at the towns hospital, and shall insert a report of the situation
of the persons confined in the foresaid places, of the state of the prisoners
healths and of any alterations or repairs which may be necessary to be
made on the said places of confinement for preserving the health of the
prisoners or keeping them clean and comfortable, in a book which is to be
deposited in the council chamber for that purpose; and the council officer
is hereby desired and required, on the morning of each Monday, to
deliver to the member of council whose turn it is to make the said inspec­
tions and report a note informing him of that part of his duty, beginning
upon Monday, the Gth December next, with the oldest member of council
and so proceeding according to the dates of the admission of the members 
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respectively into council; and an extract of this act of council is hereby
ordained to be pasted up in the council chamber, there to remain for the
information of all parties concerned.

The lord provost produced a letter, dated 17th November current, Committee on
from John Grey, deacon of the incorporation of bakers in Edinburgh, bakers'bill.
together with the heads of an intended act of parliament for regulating
the assize in making of bread in Scotland, a narrative of experiments
made by Sir George Young, and a memorial for the incorporation of
bakers in Glasgow, which being considered appoint the lord provost [and
others] as a committee of council, to consider the business mentioned in
the foresaid papers, to meet and converse with the deacon and masters
of the bakers in Glasgow, to take proper measures for obtaining informa­
tion upon the subject, by appointing a person or persons in Edinburgh
to examine the reports and resolutions mentioned in Mr. Grays letter, to
attend the meetings of the committee of the annual convention of burghs
and the incorporation of bakers in Edinburgh which may be held about
that business, and to correspond with the committee of council hereby
appointed thereupon, and ordain the said committee from time to time to
report to the magistrates and council the progress made by them in the
said business.

The magistrates and council unanimously agree to present a dutiful Address to
and loyal address to his Majesty, congratulating him upon the late con- eonventfon1
vention with Spain, whereby this country has been relieved from the with Spain.
prospect of the calamities of war; and the lord provost having produced
an address the same was read and approved of, and the lord provost sub­
scribed it in presence of and in name of the magistrates and town council
and caused the seal of the city to be thereto affixed, the tenor of which
address follows: —

“ We your Majestys most dutiful and loyal subjects, the lord provost,
magistrates and common council of the city of Glasgow, beg leave to approach
your Majestys throne with our congratulations that the prospect this country
lately had of being involved in the calamities of war is now at an end.
Sensible of the blessings of peace to this commercial nation, we trust that the
proper and spirited measures of your Majesty, aided by the efforts of a free
and loyal people, as eager in asserting and defending their own rights as
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cautious of invading those of others, will be sufficient to prevent the ambition
or jealousy of any of the neighbouring powers from again disturbing the
tranquility of your dominions. And we fervently pray that your Majesty may
long reign over these kingdoms in peace and prosperity. Signed and sealed
with the common seal of the city of Glasgow, in presence, by appointment and
in name of the lord provost, magistrates and common council of Glasgow.”

Seal of causo
to Sunday
schools.

There was presented to the magistrates and council a petition, sub­
scribed by Robert Scott Moncrief, esqr., president of the society for
managing the Sunday schools, John Muir, secretary and treasurer of the
said society, Messrs. John Alston, junior, Gilbert Shearer, William
Wardlaw, Laurence Dinwiddie, William Sommerville, Malcom M'Gilvra
and William Walker, merchants in Glasgow, John Tennent, maltman,
James Scott Whyte, iron smith, and Thomas Miller, weaver in Glasgow,
the reverend Mr. John M‘Caul, Dr. William Porteous, Mr. William Taylor
and Mr. Alexander Rankine, all ministers in Glasgow, present managers
of the said society—

Setting forth that in the year 1787 the attention of many respectable
citizens had been directed to young persons of both sexes who were known
to be so much neglected as to render ineffectual any religious education they
had formerly got, and to expose them to the most immenent danger of becoming
useless or pernicious members of society, that with a view to remedy that great
evil it had been proposed that young persons should be assembled on the
Sabbath, that they should attend public worship and such other means of
instruction as might be useful for their improvement; that accordingly a
subscription had been opened with the approbation and countenance of the
magistrates, by which a considerable sum of money had been raised; that
scats had been soon afterwards provided in the churches, masters employed,.
rooms procured, and a multitude of boys had attended these schools; that in
1789 the charity had been extended to girls, and that a great number of both
sexes had made considerable improvements under the discipline of these schools;
that after two years experience of the advantages arising from this new
institution the petitioners, who are at present in the management, were humbly
of opinion that it would be an advantage to the city to give stability and
permanency to the Sunday schools, by erecting the managers into an incorpora­
tion, with the usual privileges and under the usual restrictions of a seal of
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cause, under certain regulations mentioned in the said petition; and therefore
praying that it would please the lord provost, magistrates and town council
of Glasgow to constitute and erect the said society into a corporation,
under the regulations mentioned in the said petition, or such other
regulations as to the magistrates and council might seem proper; as
the said petition, subscribed by the persons before named, more fully bears.
Which petition being read to and considered by the magistrates and council,
in council assembled, they are of opinion that the institution and erection
mentioned in the said petition will be benificial to the community and
to the boys and girls who shall be instructed in the schools therein
mentioned, and they do therefore hereby erect into a corporation or
body politic the persons before named, viz., the said Robert Scott Moncrief
[and others], and their successors in office, to be appointed in manner
particularly herein after specified, by the name and designation of The Society
for managing the Sunday Schools in Glasgow, with the following privileges
and powers :—First, the said society shall consist of sixteen persons to be
elected annually, in the following manner, viz., four persons shall be elected
annually by the town council, four by the general session and four by the
subscribers to the charity whose money is in the course of expenditure at the
time, and four of the ministers of Glasgow, being one half of their number,
who shall act alternately by annual rotation. Secondly, the election of the
members of the said society shall be made by the societies who arc to chuse
them, at any meeting they shall think proper and expedient, between the first
day of October and the last day of December in each year, but the new
members shall enter into office upon the first day of January yearly and shall
continue in office to the first day of January in the ensuing year, and may
be re-elected and continued in office as long as their respective electors shall
think proper and they shall be willing to accept, and the ministers of Glasgow
shall, before the first day of January 1791, name four of their number to be
members of the said society from that day to the 1st day of January 1792,
and the four other ministers shall become members of the said society for the
year from 1st January 1792 to the 1st January 1793, and the said ministers
shall so continue to be members by rotation annually and alternately. Thirdly,
the members of the said society to be elected in manner aforesaid shall meet
on the second Monday of January yearly, within the session house at the
Tron church, at 12 o’clock noon, to which meeting they shall be warned
personally or at their dwelling houses in Glasgow, 24 hours previous to the 
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meeting, by order of the praeses for the preceding year, and at the said
meeting they shall chuse by a plurality of votes one of their number who shall
be president for the ensuing year, who shall preside at all meetings and shall
have a deliberative as well as a casting vote in all questions that shall come
before the said society. They shall also chuse a secretary and treasurer, who
may either be one of their own number or not as may to them seem proper,
and they shall likewise chuse an officer, and after having made these elections
the members of the said society shall have power to fill up their number to
sixteen by electing persons in the room of those who may have died or neglected
or refused to accept the office, or in case their number shall be deficient by
any of the societies before mentioned having refused or neglected to name their
quota of members of the said society in the manner before specified. Fourthly,
the said society shall meet within the said session house at the Tron church of
Glasgow, or any other place appointed by them, within the city of Glasgow,
upon the second Wednesday of every month, for executing the business of the
said society, and they shall have power to adjourn their meetings to such other
times and places within the city as may to them seem proper and expedient;
and the president or any three of the directors, upon any emergency, shall
have power to call meetings of the said society to be held at such times and
places within the city as he or they shall appoint for executing the said
business, the whole members in town being summoned by the officer personally
or at their dwelling places to attend each meeting of the society, at least six
hours before it is to be held. Fifthly, the said society shall have power to
raise money by subscriptions and to pursue for and recover the money
subscribed, to receive donations, mortifications, sums of money, or other con­
tributions and assistance for making this institution more useful and more
permanent. Sixthly, the said society shall have the entire management of
their own schools and funds, provided always that no part of their said funds
shall be alienated or applied to any other purpose than the religious instruction
of youth, on the Sabbath day, and provided also that the will of the donors
or contributors of money or effects to the society shall be sacred in so far as
regards the application of that money. Seventhly, the said society shall have
power to make bylaws and regulations for their own government and manage­
ment of the foresaid business, provided the same shall be consistent with the
nature of this institution and the laws of Scotland. Eightly, the said society
shall have a perpetual succession, with power to acquire property and to
borrow and lend money for the legal purposes of their institution, a persona 
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standi in judicio, and full power and authority to act, contract, enjoy and
possess property, as freely and fully as any other corporation or body corporate,
for the purposes mentioned in this seal of cause, whilst they act agreable to
their institution. Ninthly, the magistrates and council hereby reserve to them­
selves and their successors in office full power and authority at any time here­
after, to rescind, revoke and annul this seal' of cause, in case that measure
shall appear to be proper and expedient, without assigning any special reason
for so doing, and they do likeways reserve power and authority to themselves
of making such future rules and regulations for the government of the said
society as may to them seem necessary and proper. Lastly, the city clerks
and their successors in office are hereby ordained to make out and delivei- to
the office bearers of the said society an authentic extract of this grant and
seal of cause, to affix the city seal thereto and from time to time to renew the
said extract, when required so to do by the office bearers or any of the members
of the said society, and also to make out and deliver to them authentic extracts
of any future act or acts of council which may be made for the purposes before
mentioned, to renew the said extracts and affix the city seal thereto in manner
before specified; which extracts shall bear faith and be received in evidence
for and against the said magistrates and town council and the members of the
said society, as fully and in the same manner as if this seal of cause and the
future acts of council were subscribed by the said magistrates and the members
of the said town council and members of the said society, any thing to the
contrary by the laws, usages and customs of Scotland notwithstanding; provided
always that the reasonable expense of making these extracts shall be defrayed
by the said society or such members of it as shall demand the same.

27 December 1790
Notice. To the Citizens of Glasgow. The lord provost and magistrates of Advcrtise-

Glasgow, in order the more effectually to protect the persons and property ment, con-
of the citizens, find it necessary and expedient to establish a night guard and niorllt
patrol, composed of the citizens, in order to watch and guard the streets, and
for that purpose do hereby order and require all the male householders, citizens
and inhabitants of Glasgow, under the age of sixty and above eighteen, whose
yearly rents are £3 sterling or above, in rotation, to the number of thirty
every night, as they shall be warned by an officer two days before mounting
guard, to repair to the laigh council chamber, at ten o’clock at night, and
to continue on guard and patrol till next morning, subject to such orders as 
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Regulations
for the city
guard.

shall be given by the magistrates. Such as cannot or do not chuse to attend
must send to the sitting magistrate 2s. 6d. sterling each, the day after being
warned, that the magistrate may provide a proper substitute, and in default
thereof each absentee will be fined in 5s. sterling. No substitute provided by
the person warned will be accepted of. As an institution of this kind has
become necessary from the great extent and populousness of the city, it is
expected by the magistrates that the citizens will pay a ready obedience in
discharge of a duty and service so essential and conducive to the public safety.
Council Chamber, 27th December 1790.1

1. All the male householders, masters of shops and warehouses, citizens
and inhabitants of Glasgow and in the Ramshorn grounds, not
exceeding the age of sixty and above the age of eighteen (excepting
ministers of the gospel, the members of the Faculty of Phisicians
and Surgeons, and the members of the Faculty of Writers in
Glasgow, which two last bodies claim exemption from this service
and which is now the subject of a question before the Court of
Session, and Schoolmasters) whose yearly rents are £3 sterling and
above shall be obliged, in rotation, to the number of thirty each
night, when warned by an officer two days before hand, to repair
to the toun clerks chamber, at ten o’clock at night, and continue on
guard and patrole till next morning, subject to the following orders
oi- regulations and such others as the magistrates shall think fitt
to make.

2. Each person, duly warned as above, who cannot or do not chuse to
attend must, the day after being warned, pay to the sitting
[magistrate] 2s. Gd. sterling, that he may find a propel^ substitute,
and in default thereof each absentee will be fined in 5s. sterlin"
No substitute provided by the person warned will be accepted off.

3. The guard shall be under the command of the sitting magistrate and of
a captain and other officers to be appointed by the magistrates, and
shall patrole the streets of the city and Ramshorn buildings in
parties of eight men, and the captain and six men remaining
always in the laigh council chamber, unless when any of them may
be called out by an exigency.

1 MS. Report Book, pp. 218-20.
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4. The guard are expressly prohibited to spend in liquor above fourpence
each man during the guard, under the penalty of 2s. 6d. sterling
for each transgression, and the captain to be answerable for his
guard at this instance.

5. No person on guard shall go into any house to drink, under the penalty
of 5s. sterling for each transgression.

6. A town officer shall attend the guard room every night and be subject
to the orders of the captain.

7. In order that an accurate list may be taken up of all persons liable to
this service in terms of the first regulation, it is recommended to
the captain of the guard for the time to add to his catalogue of
men such persons of the description in the said first regulation as
may have been omitted to have been warned, and to leave such
catalogue with the town officer on duty, to be delivered to the
sitting magistrate.

8. A list of such names of persons apprehended in the streets or houses,
as the captain of the guard shall find it necessary to take up and
confine either in the prison or military guard house, with the reasons
of their being confined, together with a report of any other
remarkable occurrence during the night, shall be left in a written
report, signed by the captain, with the toun officer on guard, to
be delivered next forenoon at ten o’clock to the sitting magistrate.

9. The captain of the guard shall send his men to patrol the following Disfcl.icts of
districts of the city as often as shall be judged necessary, viz., Patrole.
(1) from the cross along the High Street to the castle yeard, up
the Rottenrow, down the Drygate, after which the partic shall
return down the High Street. (2) Proceed to the old toll place at
the Gallowgate foot, go down the Saltmarket Street, thence along
the Bridgete, up the Stockwell Street, eastward along the Trone-
gate, down the Old Wynd, up the New Wynd, down Maynes Wynd,
or the back, up the New Street or Kings Street or Princes Street,
up the Saltmarket Street. (3) From the cross along the Trongate
and Argyle Street, up Virginia Street and Miller Street, down
Jamaica Sti’eet to the new bridge, return and go up Queen Street,
go round Georges Square, down Hutchisons Street, come down
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Candleriggs, going into Bellswynd in passing, return and proceed
along the Trongate to the chamber.1

31 December 1790
Members of
Sunday
Schools.

Report on
common
sewer in
Buchanan
Street.

Nominate and appoint Messrs. John Alston, Alexander Low, the
deacon conveener and William Auchincloss to he the four members of the
Society for managing the Sunday Schools, who are to be nominated by
the town council, in terms of their seal of cause, from 1st January, 1791,
to 1 January 1792.

The committee of council appointed to consider the proposal for
making a common sewer in Buchanans Street gave in a report,
specifying—

First, that in their opinion the common sewer ought to go into St Enochs
burn, at the lowest convenient level above the bridge in Argyle street, to be
carried alongst that street to the foot of Buchanan street, from thence in a
straight line up the said street to the line of the intended street from the south
side of Georges Square, from thence eastward to the south west corner of the
square, and from thence southwards down Queen Street till it comes opposite
to the entry of Messrs. Stirlings house, or rather to the centre of Ingram
Street. Secondly, that the-direction before described will be more advantageous
to the towns property than any other, and will give as great opportunity of
extending the sewer to the adjacent streets as any other direction. Thirdly,
that by this direction of the sewer 25 steadings of the towns property, of 60 feet
in front each, will be drained, by which these steadings will be meliorated to
the amount of £10 each, making £250 sterling. Fourthly, that by carrying
the sewer in the direction before mentioned the town will afterwards have
power to carry it into other parts of their Meadowflatt ground, by which that
property will be meliorated to the amount of £50 sterling. Fifthly, that
the sewer should be cleaned and upheld by the town and the other contributors,
in such proportions as shall be agreed; that the town ought to burden their
grounds, when sold, with a proportional share of the expense, and that the
money advanced for liberty to communicate other drains with this common
sewer should be applied to cleaning and upholding it.

Which report being* read and considered by the magistrates and
council, they approve of the first four articles thereof, and agree to

1 MS. Report Book, pp. 220-4.
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contribute £300 sterling towards making the said common sewer (the
proprietors of the other grounds thro’ which it is to pass raising the
remainder of the money necessary for making it), and remit it to the -
same committee, alongst with the master of work, to make a proper
agreement with the said proprietors for making the said common sewer
and with workmen to make it; but the consideration of the fifth article
of the report is delayed till a future occasion.

There was presented a petition from Duncan Niven, residing at Duncan
Port Glasgow, who had several times served in the offices of baillie and ^”’cns pet1'
deacon conveener of this city, stating that from unforeseen misfortunes
he had lately been greatly reduced in his circumstances, and praying that-
the magistrates and town council would provide a fund for his subsistence,
by appointing him to some office under them with a suitable salary, or by
such other method as to the magistrates and council might seem proper;
which petition being considered by the magistrates and council they, in
respect of the present situation of Air. Nivens affairs, and that he had
always executed the offices of councillor, magistrate and deacon conveener,
with fidelity and honour and credit to himself and advantage to the public,
do hereby settle an annuity upon him of £40 sterling, to be paid to him Agree to give
quarterly by advance untill he shall be better provided, beginning the ^“o!innuityof
first quarterly payment as on 1st January 1791; and ordain the treasurer
of the city for the time being to pay the said annuity at the periods and
in the manner before mentioned.

Agree to continue Robert Donald, late provost of Glasgow, to be Robert
surveyor on the river Clyde, for another year from the date of his last Ponal.fl con-

A m J • i i J . tinned sur-appomtment to that office, with the same salary enjoyed by him for theveyoron
preceding year. Clyde.

Appoint the lord provost, the dean of guild, and Air. AVilliam Craig, Committee to
as a committee of council, to treat with the principal and professors of thTcolie^e
the University of Glasgow about settling a decree which the College about the
some time ago obtained against the town in a process before the court of 1 ‘s house*
session about removing some buildings called the Pig houses from a piece
of ground beyond the Gallowgate Street, and to report to the magistrates
and council the progress made by the said committee in that business.

Appoint baillie Alann and the deacon conveener, as a committee of Petition
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^oufc . . council, to consider a petition presented for William Pollok, tacksman
road. of part of the Gorbal lands, relative to a proposed alteration of the Butter­

biggins road and to inclosing part of the land occupied by the said James
Pollok, and to report their opinion relative to the said proposals.

Two students Nominate and present Thomas Campbell, son of Alexander Campbell,
triaTon^ merc^iant Glasgow, and Robert Kay, students at the university of
bishop Glasgow, to the masters of the said university, for trial, in order that one
mortification them may get a bursary on bishop Leightons mortification, requiring

them to certify to the magistrates and council which of the two they shall
find upon trial best qualified and most hopeful to be a scholler, so as the
magistrates and council may present the person best qualified to the
bursary on the said mortification last enjoyed by (blank).

Purchase of Approve of and ratify a purchase lately made by John Morrison,
Argylek111in Glasgow, for behoof of the community of the city, by order of
Street. the lord provost and magistrates, of an old kill in the south side of

Argyle Street, upon the east side of William Horns tenement, from
Margaret Fergus, wife of Samuel Giles, change keeper in Glasgow, and
the said Samuel Giles for his interest, for the price of ninty five pounds
sterling; which purchase was made in order to enable the toun to form
a lane or passage on the north side of St. Enochs square and to complete
one of the steadings of the said square which was lately sold, and remitt
to the toun clerks to get the deeds drawn for vesting the said property in
the magistrates and toun council.

Proposal to Appoint Messrs. William Craig, Alexander Brown and the master of
Purchase part work as a committee of council to consider a proposal made by Robert

Muirhead, merchant in Glasgow, by his letter of 28th December current,
for purchasing that part of the kill bought from the before mentioned
Margaret Fergus, which will not be necessary for forming the lane or
passage on the north side of St. Enochs Square, and also for purchasing the
materials of a brick house belonging to the toun which is to be taken
down in order to form a lane or passage on the east side of St. Enochs
Square, with power to the said committee to conclude a bargain with
Mr. Muirhead for the sale of the said subjects.

New lamps iu Appoint baillie Hamilton [and others] as a committee of council
^rounds'3 t°c11 consider a petition of the inhabitants of new buildings in Ramshorn 
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ground and Hutchison Street, praying that an additional number of
lamps may be erected in the streets on which their houses are built, and
to report their opinion relative thereto, and with power to order such a
number of lamps to be erected and lighted in the said streets as to the 
said committee may appear necessary.

Appoint baillie Hamilton, the dean of guild and James ATLehose as Petition for
a committee of council to consider a petition of the inhabitants of Dunlop Dunlop3 U'e
Street, Jackson Street and Stockwell Street, praying the magistrates and Street, &c.
council to causway certain parts of the said streets and to erect lamps
therein and to report their opinion relative to the matter stated in the
said petition.

Appoint John Tennent and the master of work, as a committee of Petition of
council, to consider the petition of the inhabitants of Bunswynd, praying of Bunswynd.
that the magistrates and council would order the causway of the said
wynd to be repaired, and to report their opinion relative to the said
petition.

A letter from Archibald Davidson, principal of the university of Call to Mr.
Glasgow, to the magistrates and council, informing them that the college minister^
had presented Mr. John Pollok, preacher, as minister to the parish of Govan.
Govan, at present vacant, being read and considered, they approve of the
said presentation and empower the lord provost to sign a call in favour
of the said John Pollok, in name of the magistrates and council, to be
minister of the said parish.

A letter from Air. Wardlaw, chairman of the cotton manufacturers, Resolution to
addressed to the lord provost, having been read, the council weresupi??rt
unanimously of opinion that the demand of the manufacturers to obtain factures
a prohibition of the importation of the piece goods of India (similar to
those manufactured by them) for home sale, was just and reasonable, and
the council request the lord provost to inform Air. Wardlaw that the
magistrates and council will give the manufacturers their utmost support,
by instructing their representative in parliament to that purpose, and
by petitioning the King and privy council and the houses of peers and
commons if necessary.

19 January 1791
[William Shortridge, merchant, elected a councillor on 8th February, and Fines for not 
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accepting as John Leitch, merchant, elected a councillor on 8th October, both last, fined
councillors. sterling each for not accepting office.]
Repairs and The master of work produced an estimate of the expence of the work
benmde ontO necessary for lifting the causway of Bellswynd, levelling
Bellswynd and of new causwaying the said street, in such manner as to enable the

proprietors of the houses situated on it to lay foot pavements on each side
of it, amounting to £G6 14s. 8d. sterling, and the magistrates and councill
considering that there are a great number of warehouses in the said street
to which access is rendered incommodius for want of the said foot pave­
ments, authorize and require the master of work to make the repairs
and alterations mentioned in the said estimate, at the touns expence,
upon this express condition that the proprietors and inhabitants of the
said street shall, at their own expence, lay a foot pavement of hewn stone
upon each side of it for the whole length thereof, of 4| feet wide, including
a crib stone of 6 inches wide.

Petition of Appoint baillie Mann and the master of work, as a committee of
meal dealers. councij, f0 consider the petition of Andrew Miller and other meall dealers

in Glasgow, praying that granaries might be erected in the meal market
for storing meal, for which the petitioners are willing to pay a reasonable
rent, and praying that a dunghill and necessary house belonging to the
new bridewell might be altered or removed so as to prevent noxious and
bad effects to the said market, arising from the present situation of the
said dunghill and necessary house; with power to the said committee to
order such additions and alterations as may be necessary for answering
the ends and purposes prayed for in the said petition.

Intended Appoint John Campbell of Clathick [and others] as a committee of
sVablegreeii- couiicill t° consider a proposall for opening a street from the north part
port to of the city to the Ramshorn grounds, mentioned in a letter from Andrew
-pounds.111 Stirling of Drumpeller to the lord provost, dated 15th January current,

and ordain the said committee to report to the magistrates and councill
their opinion relative to that proposall.

Committee There was presented a letter from James Hill, junior, writer in
appointed on Q-]aSgOw, to John Orr, one of the toun clerks, dated 18th January current,
tended at old inclosing a minute of a meeting of the patrons of Hutchesons hospital,
bridge. dated 11th August last, relative to opening certain streets and roads to 
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the south end of the old bridge over the river Clyde, between Glasgow
and the village of Gorballs, and proposing that the magistrates and toun
council should, in terms of certain acts of parliament granted in their
favour, give their aid and concurrence for opening these streets, it being
always understood that the hospital should defray the whole expence
attending that measure of paying for the ground, houses and tenements
occupied by the said street, of causwaying the same and of building and
erecting a new tollhouse and turnpike gate at the north end of the said
old bridge, mentioned in the said minutes; which letter and extract being
considered by the magistrates and councill they appoint the lord provost,
magistrates, dean of guild and deacon conveener, as a committee of
councill, to consider the same and to report their opinion relative thereto, 
with power to the said committee to order a plan of the proposed roads
to be made out and to be laid before the magistrates and councill by them,
with their report.

The magistrates and councill considering that, by their act dated Thomas
31 December last, they did present Thomas Campbell and Robert Kay, pruned to
students of the university of Glasgow, to the professors of the said bishop
university, that they might certify to the magistrates and councill whom of b{^a°v.8
the two was found upon triall to be best qualified and most hopefull to be a
scholar, in order that the magistrates and councill may present the one
best qualified to the benefit of bishop Lightons mortification last enjoyed
by (Hank) Hamilton, and that the said Thomas Campbell1 was found on
examination by the said professors best qualified and most hopefull to be
a scholar, conform to a certificate under the hand of Patrick Wilson,
clerk to the said university, dated 10th January current; therefore, in
terms of the said mortification, the magistrates and council present the
said Thomas Campbell as one of the bursers on bishop Lightons mortifica­
tion, for the space of five years, three whereof as a student of philosophy
and two as a student of divinity, and to the salary, profits and emoluments
of said burse, and whole priviledges and immunities belonging to the same
during the said period; but in respect that the said bursary is granted
for six years in terms of the said mortification,2 and that there is at present

1 Author of the “Pleasures of Hope,”
first published in 1799.

s Note written on margin:—“See act of

council of the 3rd August 1791, by which the
time of this presentation is extended to
6 years.” (Postea, p. 428.)
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Resolutions
about the
corn bill.

Incorporation
of maltnien;
jurisdiction
of magis­
trates and
council.

a years vacant salary thereof, the magistrates and councill, in conformity
to the recommendation of the said professors, specified in the said certifi­
cate, do hereby appoint the said vacant years salary to be paid to the said
Robert Kay, in consideration of his having acquitted himself to the satis­
faction of the professors upon his examination.

The magistrates and council having considered the petition of [the
visitor and certain members] of the incorporation of maltmen, against
John Herbertson and other members of that incorporation, upon which a
deliverance was given upon the 21st June last, and having considered
the execution and intimation of the said petition, with answers and replies,
did pronounce an interlocutor the tenor whereof follows: —

“ Having considered the petition, answers and replies, with the minute
in process for the pursuers, of the 18th January current, letter of guildry of
this city, and act of parliament ratifying the same, repel the declinator pleaded
against the competency of the magistrates and councill to judgeing this action,
declare that they have right by the sett and constitution of the burgh and by
immemorial usage to judge in this and all similar complaints made to them
by the parties interested, and that they will exercise that jurisdiction in time
coming, but in respect of the facts stated in the said minute find it now
unnecessary to decide in the matters at issue in this process and vacate the same,
but ordain this interlocutor to be ingrossed in the records of councill and an
extract of the process under the hands of the towns clerks to be laid up with the
city’s writts and title deeds, and ordain this decree to be recorded in the books
of the said incorporation of maltmen and decern accordingly.”

The magistrates and councill having taken into consideration a bill
“ for regulating the importation of corn and the payment of the duty
on foreign corn and the bounty on British corn exported,” lately printed
by order of the House of Commons, and also the report of a committee of
council appointed to consider that bill, approve of the report and
unanimously agree to the following resolutions: —

“ Resolved that a free importation and exportation of corn, at all times,
with the exception of stopping exportation altogether in times of extreme
dearth, would bo beneficial to the landed and commercial interest of Great
Britain, and that bounties for exportation and duties on importation of corn
are impolitic and prejudicial to all ranks of inhabitants of the kingdom, 
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in the present .advanced state of its commerce and manufactures, which renders
an importation of corn and meal necessary in all seasons; resolved that the
destination established by the act of the 13th of his Majesty, cap. 43,
intended to be continued by the present bill, whereby though oatmeal can be
imported into England when oats are at 16s. per quarter it cannot into
Scotland till it exceeds 16s. per boll, corresponding to about 19s. per quarter,
is injurious and oppressive to this part of the United Kingdom; resolved that
the manufacturers and labourers of Scotland have undoubted right as British
subjects to be supplied with oatmeall, the chief article of their subsistence,
at the same price with their brethren in England; resolved as the ports in
England are open for the importation of oatmeal when oats are at or above
16s. per quarter, which has been calculated to be equal to 13s. 4d. per boll
of 128 lib. Scots troy, or 140 lib. avoirdupois, that it ought to be importable
into Scotland when it is at or above that price, or at or above such othei*
price as shall by accurate calculation be found proportionall to 16s. per
quarter of midling British oats; resolved that the importation of oatmeal
into Scotland ought to be regulated by a proof of the price of the meall itself
and not of oats; resolved that the price at which oatmeall imported into
Scotland and there stored shall be taken out of the warehouses for home con­
sumption ought to be the same as the importation price and ought to be
ascertained by the same mode of proof; resolved that joining the counties of
Ayr and Wigton to the fourteenth district mentioned in the bill would be in
the highest degree cruel and unjust to the other western counties of Scotland,
because that junction would keep the average proof prices of corn and meal
lower in the whole district than they would be in the other five counties by
themselves, and would frequently keep their ports shut from importation for
three months together, when they would have remained open if the proof had
been taken in them only, whereby an actual famine might have taken place
before their ports could be again opened; resolved that the regulations relative
to the importation of oatmeal into Scotland, established by the act of the 13th of
Jiis Majestys, are preferrable to those proposed by the present bill; resolved that
Glasgow, including Port Dundas, ought to be added to the number of ports
for warehousing corn for the purposes and in the manner specified in the bill;
resolved that certain quantities of corn and other articles enumerated in the
table C referred to in the bill ought to be permitted to be exported from
Greenock and Port Glasgow to the Isle of Man, Nova Scotia, the Bay of Chaleur
and Labrador, and that the quantities of some articles which are permitted to

2 c
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be exported from Greenock and Port Glasgow to certain other places enumerated
in that table are too small in proportion to the trade of Clyde; resolved that
the prosperity, and perhaps the existence of the commerce, manufactures and
fisheries of the west of Scotland, depend upon getting the importation price
of oatmeal fixed at 13s. 4d. per boll, or at such other price as shall be found
proportionall to 16s. per quarter of middling British oats, upon getting the
counties of Ayr and Wigton separated from the fourteenth district; resolved
that the magistrates and town councill of Glasgow will use their utmost
exertions, by all legall and constitutional means, to get the bill altered in these
respects; resolved that a petition shall be immediately prepared and presented
to the House of Commons, on behalf of this city, praying to be heard by
councill against the parts of the bill before objected to, that eminent counsel
shall be feed for that purpose and an agent appointed at London to conduct
the business; resolved that William M'Dowall, esqr. of Gartland, the repre­
sentative in parliament for this district of burghs, shall be requested to go to
London as soon as he can conveniently to take charge of this business on behalf
of his constituents and to cooperate with the other members of parliament,
agents for citys and boroughs who have the same subject in view; resolved
that the report before mentioned and these resolutions shall be printed and
copies of them transmitted to all the counties and burghs in Scotland and to
the committee of the convention of the royal burghs, with earnest entreaties
that they will join in that application to parliament and instruct their repre­
sentatives to support it in the House of Commons; resolved that the committee
of council who drew up the report now under consideration shall be continued,
and that full power shall be given to them to carry these resolutions into effect;
resolved that these resolutions shall be published in the Edinburgh and Glasgow
newspapers.

Lord provost
and John
Campbell
delegates < n
the corn bill.

Nominate and appoint James ATDowall, esqr., lord provost, and John
Campbell, esqr., receiver general of the customs in Scotland, a member
of council, as delegates from the said town council to attend any meetings
of the committee of the convention of the royal burghs of Scotland, or of
the chamber of commerce at Edinburgh, which may be held for con­
sidering the corn bill at present pending in parliament, with power to the
said delegates, on behalf of this city, to concur in any measures or resolu­
tions which may be entered into by these communities relative to that
bill which shall be judged beneficial to this part of the United Kingdom.
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10 February 1791
The lord provost produced a deed of mortification by the deceased Walter

Walter Stirling, merchant in Glasgow, whereby he did dote and mortify mortification
to the lord provost of Glasgow and his successors in office £1,000 sterling,
his tenement on the east side of Miller Street, and his share in the Tontine

for a library
accepted of.

society of Glasgow, with his liberary of books, for purchasing a library
and supporting a librarian, for the use of the citizens of Glasgow, under
the management and direction of the following trustees, viz., the lord
provost of Glasgow for the time being, three members of the town council
to be elected by them, three members of the merchants house of Glasgow
to be elected by them, three members of the presbytery of Glasgow to be
elected by them, and three members of the faculty of phisicians and
surgeons to be elected by them, the lord provost to be always prceses, and
the said trustees to be elected at the first meeting of their respective
constituents, after Candlemass, yearly, or at least before the first Tuesday
of May and from that day till the first Tuesday of May ensuing,
annually, at which period they may be re-elected in terms of the said deed
of mortification, which contains sundiy other clauses for regulating and
managing the said library. Which deed of mortification being considered
by the magistrates and council they accept of the said trust and nominate
and appoint Richard Marshall, one of the present baillies, Alexander
Brown and John Campbell of Clathick, councillors, to be trustees under
the said deed from the first Tuesday of May 1791 to the first Tuesday of
May, 1792, alongst with the lord provost for the time being. Appoint an
extract of the said deed of mortification to be deposited with the towns title
deeds and ordained the town clerks to take the necessary steps for vesting
the said house in Miller Street in the lord provost for the time being, in
terms of the said deed of mortification.

Nominate and appoint Robert Muir, student in the university of R. Muir
Glasgow, to be librarian of the old library of the university of Glasgow,
for four years, in the gift of the magistrates and town council in terms librarian.
of an agreement between them and the professors of the said university.

Refuse to accept of an offer made by James Grimmon, wright in Committee
Glasgow, of purchasing a steading of ground in Jamaica Street, ^4? Ground
appoint the committee formerly named to sell the touns ground in St. St. Enochs
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Enochs Square, to get a plan made out. of the touns ground in St.
Enochs Square and Jamaica Street which is still unsold, to get the said
ground divided into building lotts, and impower the said committee to sell
the said lotts by public roup, at the upset price of 5s. sterling per square
yard, and to make out articles of roup for the said sale.1

The committee appointed upon the paving and causwaying of Dunlop
and Jacksons Streets gave in a report that the town ought to pave Dunlop
Street, on condition that the proprietors of the ground and houses fronting
it should, at their expence, levell it properly, and that the town should
give £25 sterling towards the expence of paving the other parts of the
said streets mentioned in the petition of the proprietors, on the condition
that the proprietors should make the foot pavements in Dunlop Street of
the breadth of ten foot and a foot pavement in Jacksons Street of the
breadth of five feet, and that the proprietors should finish the causwaying
of Jacksons Street and the lane to the ropework, at the sight of the master
of work; which report being considered, the magistrates and council
approve thereof and ordain the master of work to make the said causways
upon the proprietors fulfilling their parts of the said report.

Agree to enter into a submission to Archibald Graham, cashier to
the Thistle Bank, with Robert Muirhead, merchant in Glasgow, for
assertaining the price to be paid to him for the ground to be occupied by
the road or entry to the old bridge, mentioned in an act of council of
19th January last, the said submission having been approved of and
recommended by the patrons of Hutchisons Hospital, who are to pay

1 The following is the report of the com­
mittee (referred to antea p. 260) on considera­
tion of which the magistrates and council
agreed to build a wall on the east of St.
Enoch’s burn, a email stream which flowed
through the ground between Jamaica Street
and St. Enoch’s Square:—“23 September
1788. In obedience to an order of council, we
have this day inspected that part of St.
Enoch’s Burn from Argyle Street to the rope
walk, and are of opinion that there should be
a wall built upon the east side, a little higher
than the road, to prevent rubbish from falling

into the burn, and that the proprietors on the
north side of Argyle Street should be ordered
to clear the burn of a largo quantity of stones
and rubish which obstruct the run of the
water, and that it would be proper to level
and make up the road by the burn. The
committee observed that it was customery to
throw every kind of stuff from the windows
facing the east, and unless it is in future
prevented the town must be at an additional!
expence in clearing the burn, which would
not happen if the offenders were fined.”
(MS. Report Book, p. 121.)
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the price of the said ground, and empower the provost and baillies to sign
the said submission on behalf of the council.

Refuse to accept of a proposal made by Michael Muirhead, contained
in his lettei' dated 18th January last, of purchasing or fewing part of lands.
the Gorballs lands belonging to the city.

Appoint the dean of guild, William Craig and James M‘Lehose, as Committee^
a committee, to consider a proposal by Gilbert Shearer & Co., contained treat about
in their letter of this date, relative to making certain alterations on the Surgeonshall.
Surgeons hall in Tronegate, lately purchased by the said Gilbert Shearer
& Co., and impower the said committee to purchase that property from
them at a reasonable price, as the purchase will tend to the benefit and
ornament of Trongate Street, if the magistrates and council shall after­
wards find it proper to take the said building down, thereby to widen the
street, but in case the said Gilbert Shearer & Co. shall refuse to sell
that property impower the said committee to enter into an agreement with
them on behalf of the town, in terms of the proposal contained in their
said letter.1

The town clerks reported that in a process lately raised before the Resolution to
water baillie of Glasgow, at the instance of James Lindsay against water Baillies
Grahame, Heywood, & Co., the jurisdiction of the water baillie to judge jurisdiction.
in civil causes had been disputed by the defenders, and that a bill of
advocation of an interlocutor pronounced by the baillie, sustaining his
jurisdiction, had been presented to the high court of Admiralty, in which
advocation the baillie had been called as a party, and the town clerks
wished to have the directions of the magistrates and council for regulating
their conduct in that process; which being considered by the magistrates
and council they unanimously resolve to support the water baillies juris­
diction to the utmost of their power, which has been exercised from time
immemorial and is ascertained by the towns ancient charters, ratified by
acts of parliament, and authorize and require the town clerks to take the
necessary legall steps for supporting that jurisdiction.

The town clerks represented that it has for some years past been Jailor pro-
the practice of the justices of the peace for the county of Lanark to
decide in causes for civil debts and to grant acts of warding against the prisoners.

1 Written on margin :—“Nota.—The deeds executed.” 
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defenders for inforcing their decrees by imprisonment, and that it has
been the practice of the jailor of the tolbooth of Glasgow to receive and
detain prisoners upon these acts of warding, which the town clerks humbly
conceive to be illegal and oppressive. They also represented that by a
late decision of the court of session, after a solemn hearing and learned
pleadings, it had been found that justices of the peace had no jurisdiction
to decide in civil causes. The clerks therefore submitted how far it would
be proper and expedient in these circumstances to prohibit and discharge
the jailor of their tolbooth to receive and detain prisoners upon acts of
warding given by the justices of the peace upon decrees for civil debts;
which representation being considered, the magistrates and council are
of opinion that receiving and detaining prisoners on the acts of warding
before described is illegal and highly oppressive, and they prohibit and
discharge the jailor of the tolbooth of Glasgow and his successors in office
from receiving or detaining prisoners under authority of the said acts of
warding, ordaining him, however, to receive and detain persons committed
to prison upon legal warrants granted by the justices of the peace, upon
criminal accusations and for payment of such fines and penalties as are
committed to the cognizance of the justices of the peace by special acts
of parliament.

9 March 1791
Proposal of There was produced a letter to the magistrates and council from
die barony James Dunlop of Garnkirk and Robert Crawford of Possil, in name and
purchasing by appointment of the heritors of the Barony parish of Glasgow, men-
Outer church. tiouing that the place of worship allotted to that parish was so dark and

inconvenient that it was in agitation to have it repaired or a new church
built. That it had been suggested that instead of repairing the old or
building a new church the parishoners might be accommodated with the
Outer High Church on allowing a proper consideration to the town; that
the situation of the High church and the Outer High church was by no
means fitted for the accommodation of the citizens of Glasgow; that it
would be an object to the town to have a place of worship for one of the
ministers of these churches in a more central place where there would
be a prospect of the church being better filled and a higher rent bning
procured for the seats, and they submitted to the deliberation of the 
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magistrates and council that it might be proper to appoint a committee of
their number with power to treat with the heritors upon that subject.
Which letter being considered, the magistrates and council appoint the
lord provost [and others] as a committee of council to receive the proposal
of the heritors of the Barony parish and to report the same with their
opinion relative thereto.

The dean of guild produced an extract of the minutes of a meeting Resolution of
of the merchants house, which was held on 8th March, 1791, in which it housTto^aiso
was, inter alia, mentioned— the matricu­

lation fine.
“ That a committee of the said house, in obedience to an instruction dated

15 October 1789, desiring them to consider the propriety of raising the
matriculation fine, were of opinion that from the alteration of the circum­
stances of the city since the former fine for matriculation was fixed it would
be proper to raise the same to £10 10s., and that if that alteration was
approved of by the house it should be laid before the magistrates and town
council in order to receive their approbation and ratification, agreable to the
mode pointed out in the letter of guildry and resolutions of the house, so as
it might form part of the legal constitution of the house, after which the said
report should be printed foi' the benefit of the members; which report bears to
have been signed by Gilbert Hamilton, dean of guild, James M'Grigor,
Alexander Low and John Laurie, on 7 March current; and that the house
having deliberated on the above report, by a great majority did approve of
that part thereof relative to raising the matriculation fine to £10 10s., for
which purpose they desired the same to be laid before the magistrates and town
council in order to obtain their approbation and ratification, agreable to the
letter of guildry.”

Which extract having been considered, and it having been represented
by the dean of guild that in terms of the letter of guildry it was necessary
that an equal number of merchant and trades councillors should vote
with regard to the ratification of the said resolution of the merchants
house, and there being then present eleven merchant councillors and eight
trades councillors, three councillors of the merchants rank did retire and
declined giving their votes, and it having been moved and seconded that
the said resolution of the merchants house should be approved of, the
previous question was afterwards moved,—that the consideration of this
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the

the
the

business should be delayed till a future meeting’ of council; and the said
previous question was voted, when it was carried to proceed in the con­
sideration of the business, with only one dissenting vote; after which it
was moved and seconded that the question should be put, approve or not
approve of the said resolution of the merchants house, by which time a
trades councillor had come in, taken his place and craved his vote, and one
of the merchant councillors returned to his place and craved his vote,
that the numbers of merchant and trades councillors might again be
equal upon this question, in terms of the letter of guildry; and the number
of councillors then being nine of the merchant and nine of the trades
rank, the main question was put and it was carried by a majority of fifteen
to three votes to approve of the resolution; whereupon the magistrates and
town council did approve of, ratify and confirm the resolution of the
merchants house before mentioned, by which the matriculation fines were
agreed to be raised to £10 10s. for each member matriculating with the
said house, and did authorize and impower the dean of guild and his
council of the merchants house, from and after the date of their said
resolution, to levy and uplift the said sum of £10 10s. from each matricu­
lating member in terms of their former acts and resolutions and of
letter of guildry of the city and in the manner therein specified.

Subscribed an obligation by the magistrates and council to
incorporation of bakers in Glasgow, in terms of an interlocutor of 
court of session dated 9th February 1790, for repetition of such sums as
might be paid by the members of the said incorporation in name of
laddie dues, in the event of certain questions being determined against
the town, in certain processes at present depending at the instance of the
town against the members of the said incorporation for payment of these
laddie dues, the tenor of which interlocutor follows: —

“ The lords having advised this petition, with the answers, adhere to the
lord ordinarys interlocutor reclaimed against, and refuse the desire of the
petition in so far as it finds the magistrates of Glasgow entitled to laddie dues
for wheat, rye and flour brought by the bakers of Glasgow into the said city,
conform to and in terms of the old table in process, certified by Archibald
M'Gilchrist, and also for wheat and rye grinded at the mills of Partick,
brought into the said city, but remitt to the lord ordinary to hear parties how 

Obligation to
the bakers for
eventual
repetition of
laddie dues.



1791.] OF THE BURGH OF GLASGOW. 409

far the magistrates of Glasgow are entitled to laddie dues for wheat and rye
brought to the mills at Partick but not brought from thence into and con­
sumed in the said city, and to do therein as he shall see cause; find the
magistrates and their tacksmen are entitled in the mean time to levy the
laddie dues bygone and in time coming, not only for wheat, rye and flour
brought by the bakers into the said city, but also for all wheat, rye and flour
brought to the mills at Partick, upon lodging a proper obligation in process
for repetition of the sums so paid with the legal interest thereof in the event
of the question being determined against them.”

Agree to sell that part of the old kill, adjoining to St. Enochs Square, Agree to sell
which was purchased for behoof of the town, in order to complete St.parc of
Enochs Square, as is mentioned in an act of council of 31 December last,
which has not been found necessary for that purpose, and which part
now found not necessary is about two third parts of the said kill, as is
now reported verbally by the committee of council authorized to sell the
ground in St. Enochs Square, one third part, of the said kill having been
applied for the purpose aforesaid; and authorize the town clerks to make
out a disposition of the said remaining part of that kill for such a price
as shall be agreed for by the committee of council who were impowered
to sell the ground in St. Enochs Square, upon condition that the price to
be received by the town for the remaining part of the said kill shall not
be less than .£60 sterling, and agree to ratify any bargain that may be
made by the said committee for the purchase thereof and to subscribe a
disposition to the same when it shall be made out by the town clerks in
manner aforesaid.

18 March 1791
There was produced a letter from James Campbell, collector, and Proposal for

Alexander Campbell, controller of the custom house at Port Glasgow. buiJd,inSa
t , b watch housestating that a brick building belonging to the town of Glasgow, erected at Port

on one of the quays at Port Glasgow, which had been used as a watch GlasSow-
house, had fallen into disrepair, and that it was intended to take that
building down and to erect a new watch house at the expense of govern­
ment, and therefore requesting that the magistrates and council would
give their consent to that measure, upon condition that government should
have right to carry off the materials of the new building upon quitting it;
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which being considered by the magistrates and council they remit to John
Alston, junior, and the magistrates of Port Glasgow, to consider the said
proposal and to report their opinion relative thereto.

Committee Remit to the committee of council who are appointed to sell the
emuowered to , ,  -, T .
sell Rope- towns building ground in St. Enochs Square and Jamaica Street to
work green, consider a proposal made by James Hopkirk to purchase part of the Rope­

work Green, with power to the said committee to lay otf the said ground
in building steadings and to expose the same to sale by public roup, at the
upset price of 5s. sterling per square yard, and to make out articles of roup
for the said sale, or to report their opinion with regard to any offer which
may be made by the said James Hopkirk for a purchase of the said
ground.

Servitude of The lord provost and magistrates reported verbally that they had
Ramshorn subscribed a mutual discharge and renounciation between the town and
grounds. James Dunlop of Garnkirk of a right of servitude of a lane or passage

upon grounds in Ramshorn belonging to the said James Dunlop in terms
of an act of the last meeting of council.1

Procedure on The lord provost produced a letter to him from Mr. M‘Dowall of
corn bill and Qarthland, member for this district of burghs, and another from John
signed to par- Seaton, the towns solicitor in London, to Mr. Orr, relative to the corn bill
h.aaem. a{. prese]1f. pending in parliament, both dated 12th March current,

with a copy of the minutes of a meeting of the committee of
council on the corn bill, dated 15th March current, which was
held in consequence of these letters; which being read and considered
by the magistrates and council they approve of the said minutes and order
the same to be ingrossed in the report book of the committees of council.
His lordship also produced a letter from Mr. M‘Dowall of Garthland
to him, and one from Mr. Seton to Mr. Orr, both dated 14th March
current, relative to the said corn bill, whereby it appeared that there
is a very great risque that the objects which the magistrates and council
and the other incorporated bodies of the city are at present struggling to
obtain, for the benefit of this part of the United Kingdom, may be defeated
unless the most spirited measures be taken in support of their just claims;
which letters being read to and considered by the magistrates and council

1 Discharge described in appended Abstract of Charters.
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they appoint the lord provost and John Orr, one of the town clerks, to
repair to London with all convenient speed, and there to take the manage­
ment of this important business, on behalf of the city, and to co-operate
with the other bodies corporate, their agents and the members of parlia­
ment interested in this business, so as to obtain redress from the grievances Provost and
which would accrue to this country if the bill -were passed into a law g0 to London.
in its present form; with power to the lord provost to enter into such
compromises with the supporters of the bill in its present form, for having
this importent part of the public law of the kingdom put upon a just and
equitable footing for Scotland in general and this part of the kingdom
in particular, and if no such compromise can be made his lordship is
hereby impowered and requested to use his utmost endeavours to get
Scotland put upon the same footing with England with regard to the
importation of oats and oatmeal, and that the counties of Wigton, Ayr,
Dumfries and Kirkcudbright shall be disjoined from the western district
of Scotland, particularly the first and two last of these counties. The
magistrates and council also unanimously agree to present petitions to
the two houses of parliament, praying that the said bill might not be
passed into a law in its present form and that they might be heard by
themselves or counsel at the bars of the houses in support of the petitions
and against those parts of the bill of which there is just reason of
complaint. Afterwards petitions to the houses of peers and commons were
drawn up and subscribed by the lord provost and sealed with the city seal,
to the effect aforesaid, wh-ich are ordered to be ingrossed in the report
book of the committees of council.

The lord provost produced a letter from John M'Auslane, esqr., deacon Request of
conveener of the city, in name of the trades house, dated 18th March Pie tradcs „

, ±* , i j i • t -i -i • it n ■> house to callcurrent, requesting that his lordship would call an early meeting of the a meeting of
inhabitants, by public advertisement, to consider what was proper to u^ts’on^he
be done in the present situation of the corn bill, that the house was very corn bill
much alarmed on the subject, and it was their opinion that thele'use^
inhabitants at large should have an opportunity of judging and acting
for themselves, it being probable that the inhabitants would join the
opposition in both houses of parliament, and the house were of opinion
that such meeting should be called by the authority of his lordship and
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the magistrates. Which letter being- read to and considered by the
magistrates and town council, they are unanimously of opinion that
calling a general meeting of the inhabitants for the purpose mentioned
in the letter is unnecessary, as the constitutional bodies corporate of the
city are using their utmost endeavours to get the corn law put upon a
proper and equitable footing for this part of the united kingdom. They
therefore recommend it to the lord provost and magistrates to refuse the
request of the trades house; and appoint an extract of this act of council
to be transmitted to the deacon conveener to be by him laid before his
house.

Agree to augment the salaries of the precentors of the city churches
£3 sterling per annum, in addition to their present salaries, to commence
at their next quarterly payment, and ordain the treasurer to pay the said
augmented salaries in future.

There was presented a memorial from the town of Paisley requesting
that certain deductions from the tonnage of goods of the river of Clyde
dues should be made upon goods carried from the bason of the great canal
to Bowling bay, and from thence up the river to Paisley, might be
granted in order to enable the inhabitants of Paisley to transport these
goods by water carriage upon the same terms that they can be now trans­
ported from the bason of the canal to Paisley by land carriage; which
being considered by the magistrates and council they delay the considera­
tion of the said memorial untill the proprietors of the great canal shall
give an answer to a similar proposal made by the magistrates of Paisley
for having the canal dues lowered for the purpose aforesaid.

Agree to fill up the present vacancies in the town council, in terms of
the set of the burgh, but in respect of the lord provosts intended journey
to London delay to appoint a day for doing so till his lordship return, and
enact and ordain that a day shall be appointed for this purpose at the
first meeting of council which shall be held after his return.

Authorize the town clerks to get a new edition of the set or con­
stitution of the town printed in octavo, and to add thereto a list of the
bursaries and charities in the towns presentation, there being now very
feu copies of the said set remaining in the council chambers; and ordain
500 copies of the said new edition to be thrown off and lodged with the
town clerks.
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Authorize the treasurer to pay to the undertakers for making the Common
common sewer in Buchanan Street the sum of £300 sterling, which was Buchanan
agreed to be paid as the citys proportion of that work, by an act of council Street—£300.
of the 31st December last, and that as soon as the said work is contracted
for and in such proportions as may be necessary for carrying on the work,
the treasurer and the chamberlain always taking receipts for the said
money or such proportions of it as may be called for from the persons
duly authorised by the subscribers to uplift the same.

1 April 1791
[John Currie, farmer in Gorbals, elected conjunct bailie of Gorbals, in Conjunct

room of Andrew M'Farlan, weaver in Gorbals, who “had died within these
few days.”]

There was produced a petition to the magistrates and council by Petition for
Robert Smith, junior, wright in Glasgow, setting furth that he had wihon^and 
built sundry tenements in the new streets lately laid off within the city,
known by the names of Wilson Street and Brunswick Street, several houses

Brunswick
Streets.

of which are already possessed and those built are set to be inhabited by
next Whitsunday, on which account it becomes necessary to have them
causewayed, and therefore craving the magistrates and council to order
the said two streets immediately to be causwayed, upon the petitioner
levelling and preparing the area to receive the causeway. The council
remit this petition to the master of work and appoint him to report his
opinion thereon at the next council.

It being represented to the council that a petition from the baillies Common
and trustees of the united burghs of Port Glasgow and Newark (the eldest ro£he
baillie of whom is appointed by the magistrates annually in virtue of the Port Glasgow
act of parliament ascertaining their constitution) to the honourable House and Newark-
of Commons, respecting the corn bill now before the house, had been
deemed inadmissable on account of its not being authenticated by a
common seal of the corporation, and as such seal was necessary and useful
in authenticating corporate acts of the baillies and trustees of these
burghs, the magistrates and council nominate and appoint Gilbert
Hamilton, dean of gild, and Alexander Brown, one of the councillors,
to consider of the proper figure and device of a common seal for the said
burghs, and to report their opinion thereon.
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Seal of cause There was presented to the magistrates and council a petition
the clergy! ° addressed to them, in name of and subscribed by doctor Thomas Reid,

professor of moral philosophy in the university of Glasgow, president of
the society aftermentioned, and others, herein also after named, all sons
of ministers of the established church of Scotland, setting forth that
the petitioners had in the course of the past year, 1790, formed themselves
into a society by the name of the “ Glasgow Society of the Sons of
Ministers of the Church of Scotland,” for the sole purpose of patronizing
the children of ministers and of bestowing charity upon such of them
as should require and be thought deserving of it; that in prosecution of
that design the petitioners had not only raised a considerable fund by their
own subscriptions, but had also been liberally assisted by the contributions
of many respectable citizens of Glasgow and others, whereby the capital
stock of the society now amounts to upwards of £900, and in order to
carry the charitable purposes of the society fully into execution praying
that the magistrates and council would grant them a seal of cause, con­
stituting them into a corporation or body politick, with certain rights,
powers and privileges, and under certain rules and regulations; which
petition being considered by the magistrates and council, in council
assembled, they are unanimously of opinion that the said society is a
laudable institution, calculated to produce the most beneficial con­
sequences to the objects thereof and highly worthy of the countenance and
protection of public authority, therefore they do hereby create, erect,
constitute and unite, into a corporation or body politick, for the sole
purposes of patronizing the children of ministers and of bestowing charity
upon such of them as shall require and be thought deserving of it, by the
name, stile and title of the “ Glasgow Society of the Sons of Ministers
of the Church of Scotland,” the aforesaid petitioners, vizt., doctor Thomas
Reid, professor of moral philosyphy, doctor Archibald Davidson, principal,
and Mr. William Richardson, professor of humanity in the university
of Glasgow, the revd. doctor John Gillies, Mr. John M‘Caul and
doctor William Porteous, ministers of Glasgow, the revd. Mr. John
Monteath, minister at Neilston, and Mr. Colin Gillies, minister in
Paisley, William Dalgleish, younger, of Scotscraig, John Hamilton,
junior, one of the magistrates of Glasgow, James Henry Oswald, of the 
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ninth regiment of foot, James Monteith, William Couper and Patrick
Muschet, sugeons in Glasgow, Andrew Turner and John William Adam,
merchants in Greenock, John Smith, merchant in Port Glasgow,
Alexander Oswald of Shielhall, Robert Finlay of Easterhill, Archibald
Henderson, Alexander M‘Caul, John Speirs Munro, George Hamilton,
James Scott, Archibald Lawson, William Thingan, James Anderson,
Hugh Cross, John Bannatine, Robert Spears, James Grahame and John
M'Caull, all merchants in Glasgow, and all sons of ministers of the
established church of Scotland, and all others who now are or may
hereafter become members of the said society, and the said corporation
shall be and is hereby made subject to the rules and vested with the
rights, capacities, powers and privileges afterwritten:—•

First, that no other than the son of a minister of the church of Scotland,
of which description all the present ministers are, shall be admitted a member
of the said society, and each member shall pay upon his admission a sum not
less than £5 5s. sterling, as his subscription or entry money. Secondly, the
management of the society funds and the administration of all their affairs
and business are hereby and shall be vested in a president, secretary and
treasurer and nine other members, to be denominated “ The council of the
society,” who shall be elected and chosen by the members at large in their
annual general meeting upon the last Thursday of the month of March, or any
other day the society may appoint for such meeting, but it shall not be lawful
nox- competent to that council to dispose of the societys funds, nor shall the
same be appropriated and applied otherwise than shall be directed by the
members, or the majority of them present in the said annual meetings, or at
such other meetings as shall be appointed. Thirdly, the said society shall have
power to raise monies for the purposes thereof by subscription, and if necessary
to sue actions at law for recovery of the monies so already subscribed oi* to
be subscribed, and likewise to receive donations, mortifications and other con­
tributions and assistance fox’ promoting the design thereof. Fourthly, the
members of the said society shall have the entire management of theix- own
funds, provided always that the same be applied fox- the purposes of the society,
and provided also that the will and intention of the donars of money or othex’
property to the society as to the use and application thereof shall be religiously
observed and fulfilled. Fifthly, the said society shall hold, have and enjoy
perpetual succession, and be capable in law to acquire by purchase or other- 
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ways, and to hold and enjoy houses, lands and other heritage in perpetuity,
as well as goods, chattels and other personal property, and to sell and dispose
of the same and to make other purchases as to them shall seem proper, and
likewise to lend and invest their funds upon such securities as to them shall
seem proper, and to borrow monies and grant bonds or other securities for
repayment thereof, all for the uses and design of their institution. They shall
also hold and enjoy 'persona standi in judicio. It shall be lawful and competent
to them, by and undei' the foresaid name, stile and title, to sue and be sued,
to plead and be impleaded, and to defend and be defended before any courts
of law or equity, in all actions and pleas and concerning all accounts, matters
and things, as fully and amply as any other corporation or body politick do
oi’ may or can hold, enjoy and exercise any of the said rights, capacities and
priviledges. Sixthly, the said corporation shall have and use a common seal,
with full power to model, vary, change and new make the same from time to
time at pleasure. Seventhly, the said society are hereby authorised and
empowered to make, enact and ordain such bye laws, rules and regulations,
and to repeal, alter and amend the same, from time to time, for the manage­
ment of their funds and the government of their affairs and business, as to
them shall seem proper, provided always the same be consistent with the design
of the society and shall not Be contrary to and inconsistent with the laws of
Scotland, and all such byelaws, rules and regulations shall be enacted in the
said annual general meeting of the society, by the members or a majority
thereof then present, or at such other meeting or meetings as shall then be
appointed by the society or the major number of them then present. Lastly,
the city clerks and their successors in office are hereby required to make out
and deliver to the office bearers of the said society an authentic extract of
this charter of erection and seal of cause, to affix the common seal of the city
thereunto, and to renew such extract when required by the office bearers or
any of the members of the said society, and to affix the said city seal there­
unto; which extract shall bear faith for and against the said magistrates and
council and the members of the said society and their successors, as effectually
as if this erection and seal of cause were subscribed by the said magistrates
and council and the members of the said society, any law, usage or practice
to the contrary notwithstanding; provided always that the reasonable expences
of making the said extracts shall be defrayed by the said society or such member
thereof as may require the same.
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16 May 1791
It having been represented that the conterminous heritors to the road R°ad° \ side of Clvde

upon the side of the river Clyde, leading to the ferry at Govan and the to Govan'
towns mills at Partick, had of late obstructed the said road by erecting
fences and gates accross it, the magistrates and council agree to inforce
their act of the 19th May, 1785, by which it was resolved to have a road
of 24 feet broad along the north side of the river Clyde, where there
always has been a public road from the Broomilaw to Govan ferry and
from thence to Partick, and the town clerks are authorized and required
to take the legal steps for removing the said obstructions in case the said
heritors shall refuse voluntarly to open the said road in terms of this
act of council and the one before mentioned.

Appoint the dean of guild, John Campbell of Clathick, William Committee on
Craig and John Brown, the master of work, as a committee of council to Hospital.
consider the right claimed by the magistrates and town council to be
patrons of St. Nicolas Hospital, with power to the said committee to take
the proper steps for obtaining a gift of that patronage from the crown
in case it shall be found that it is not already vested in the magistrates
and town council, with power also to the said committee to inspect the
books of the said hospital which have been kept by the said John
Campbell of Clathic since he was appointed preceptor by the magistrates
and town council, and to report their opinion of the transactions made
by him relative to collecting and disbursing the funds and the appoint­
ment of persons to the charity during that period.

Appoint the dean of guild, Mr. William Craig and the master of Committee on
work, as a committee of council, to consider a memorial given in by John towngcierks°
Wilson, one of the town clerks, for enlarging the clerks chambers by chambers.
adding to them a shop belonging to the city, fronting the High street,
and striking out an entry into the said shop from the room at present
occupied by the said John Wilson, and to report their opinion of that
proposal; and authorize the said committee to consider a proposal made
by the Tontine society for erecting a gate (conform to a plan shewn to
the magistrates and council) across the entry which leads into the societys
back ground from the High Street, immediately behind the clerks
chamber, with power to the said committee to allow the Tontine society 

2 D
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Fergus, sometime wife of William Henry, late merchant in Glasgow, now
spouse of Samuel Giles, late innkeeper in Glasgow, which by an act of
council of 9th March last was appointed to be sold by a committee of
council named in that act, for which subject now disponed the said James
Grimman is to pay £63 sterling, and authorize the chamberlain and the
toun clerks to deliver to the said James Grimman the said disposition
and progress of writs of the said old kiln upon his paying the foresaid
sum of £63 sterling, with a receipt for the said writs and an obligation
to make them furthcoming to the magistrates and toun council and their
successors in office whenever they shall have necessary occasion for them.

Committee
authorized to
sell ground in
St. Enochs
Square, &c.

to erect that gate at their own expense if they, the committee, shall see
proper.

Authorize the committee who were appointed by an act of council
of 10th February last to sell the touns building ground in St Enochs
square and Jamaica street, to convert the interest of the price offered for
the said ground into a ground annual of five per cent., instead of taking
the purchasers bound to pay the principal sums offered by them at the
roup which the said committee were impowered to make of the said
ground.

Subscribed a disposition to James Grimman, wright in Glasgow, ofSubscribe
p3rt°i)ftann<dd part of the old kill in St. Enochs Square lately purchased from Margaret
kill in St.
Enochs
Square.

25 May 1791
Report about
fewing
Gushetfuuld
to Mr. Dun­
lop, nnd
making quay
opposite to
the Brooinie-
law.

The toun clerks, in obedience to an act of last meeting of council,
reported verbally that the proper way of concluding a bargain with
Mr. Dunlop of Garnkirk and Mr. Houston of Jordanhill, for fewing that
part of the Gorbal lands called Gushetfauld and erecting a quay on the
south side of Clyde, opposite to the Broomielaw, would be for the town
to purchase from the Tradeshouse the ground for a quay, in terms of the
act of council of 30th January 1790; which being considered by the
magistrates and council they recommend it to the committee of council
appointed by that act, vizt., the lord provost and magistrates for the time
being, to conclude that purchase and to get the price ascertained either
by voluntary agreement, by submission or by a jury, in terms of the act
of parliament narrated in the said act of council.
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Subscribed a second disposition to James Grimman, wright in Second dis-
Glasgow, of part of the kill in St. Enochs Square, purchased by him kiiiiii st.
from the town as mentioned in an act of last meeting of council, the Enochs

, . , , Square.disposition then subscribed being cancelled as having been incomplete
with regard to the clause of warrandice, in which a tack at present
subsisting on the said subject ought to have been excepted, which is done
in the disposition now subscribed, tho it was neglected to have been
inserted in the first disposition.

Appoint the lord provost and magistrates and master of work, who Gate ofSt.
were upon 29th November last authorized to sell the gate accross the Square to be
entry into St. Andrews Square, to remove the said gate and place it upon [^Green0
the entry into the Green, at the foot of the Saltmarket Street, in case
they shall think that more proper than to sell the said gate.

Authorize the lord provost, on behalf of the town, to subscribe £15
sterling towards making a footpath from the city throw the village of wa]k.
Anderston to Partick bridge, as is mentioned in a petition given in by
Andrew Houston and William Trench, upon condition that the said foot
path shall be begun at Madeira Court and be continued from thence west­
ward till it join the footpath at present leading to Anderston.

Appoint the lord provost [and others], as a committee of council, Vacant
with power to them to sell the vacant ground in Port Glasgow belongingp^’^g^^.
to the city of Glasgow by public roup, if they shall think that measure
expedient, with power to the said committee to frame and subscribe
articles of roup for the said sale.

There was produced a memorial from Richard Sinellie, collector of New lists of
the citys statute work, giving it as his opinion that it was necessary to j^nabitants of
make out a new list of the householders within the royalty of the citytlle city.
and the rents of their respective houses and possessions, in order to enable
him to collect the said statute work with greater exactness and regularity
than he can do by the present list; which being considered by the
magistrates and council they impower the said Richard Smellie to make
out the said list during the course of this summer, and enjoin him in
doing so particularly to specify the number of persons in each family in
order that the number of the inhabitants of the city may be exactly
ascertained.
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Thanks voted
to member of
parliament.

Seal of cause
to Millers
charity.

A street to be
opened from
Buchanan
Street west­
ward.

Agree to open a street of seventy feet wide thro’ the touns grounds
of Meadowflatt. to lead westward from Buchanan Street to the grounds
belonging to colonel Campbell of Blythswood and Mr John Alston,
parallel to the street leading from Glasgow to Anderston, upon condition
that colonel Campbell and Mr. Alston shall make a street, through their
grounds, in continuation of the street now agreed to; the said new street
to be laid out and opened as soon as the tacks of the touns grounds of
Meadowflatt shall expire.

Resolve unanimously that the thanks of the lord provost, magistrates
and town council of this city be given to William M‘Dowal of Garthland,
esqr., representative in parliament for this district of burghs, for the very
able and efficient manner in which he has supported and promoted the
interest of his constituents, particularly with regard to the corn bill at
present pending in parliament, and that the lord provost be requested to
transmit this resolution to Mr. M‘Dowal in the most respectful manner.

There was presented to the lord provost, magistrates and town council
of the city of Glasgow, a petition by the revd. doctor John Gillies [and
others}, ministers of the city of Glasgow, the revd. doctor Archibald
Davidson, principal, and doctor Robert Findlay, professor of divinity in
the university of Glasgow, and Mr. Archibald Graham [and others],
showing that the deceased Archibald Miller, merchant in Glasgow, con­
sidering that the welfare of society and the happiness of individuals were
closely connected with a well conducted religious education, and being
desirous that his property should be applied towards providing these
beneficial purposes, did, by a disposition, deed of settlement and mortifica­
tion, executed by him on 26th October 1787, registered in the commissary
court books of Glasgow 20th October 1790, dispone his whole real and
personal estate to certain trustees who were to make it effectual, and,
after paying his debts and certain legacies and annuities, were to convey
it to the governors or directors of his charity, and he thereby constituted
and appointed [the ministers of the established churches in Glasgow,
the principal and professor of divinity in the university, and persons to
be yearly chosen by the kirk sessions of Glasgow] to be governors and
directors of his charity. . . . And it is declared, by the said deed, to
be his will and intention that the said directors should use and employ 
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the whole revenue arising from his estate ... in clothing and
educating female children, the daughters of indigent parents, subject to
the provisions and regulations mentioned in the said deed of mortification,
from which the directors should on no pretence be at liberty to deviate,
excepting in these cases which are left optional to them as therein
mentioned. That the petitioners are governors of the said charity [and]
that by a clause in the said deed of mortification the said Archibald Miller
declared that the said governors and directors might, if they thought it
necessary or expedient, apply to the magistrates and town council of
Glasgow for a seal of cause in order that, having the sanction of authority,
the governors and directors might secure their funds and manage the
charity with greater ease and safety, and that he had requested the
magistrates and council to grant such seal of cause for charitys sake and
in order to promote an institution which had the public good for its object
and from which in particular the community of which they are guardians
would receive considerable benefit. That the trustees of the said Archibald
Miller had made over considerable sums of money to the petitioners, as
governors or directors of the said charity, and they found it expedient to
make this application for a seal of cause. . . . Which petition, with
the copy of the deed of mortification therein mentioned, being read to
and considered by the magistrates and council, in council assembled, they
find the prayer of the petition reasonable and expedient, and do therefore
hereby erect into a corporation or body politic the persons before
named. ... by the name and designation of the Governors of Mr.
Archibald Millers Charity in Glasgow, with the powers and privileges,
and under the conditions underwritten. . . . [Here follow the
conditions applicable to the mortification and the usual clauses of a
seal of cause, including a declaration that the governors shall “ have a
perpetual succession and persona standi in judicio, -with power to sue and
be sued ” in all courts competent and to acquire, hold and administer
property and funds and do everything “ necessary and proper in the
management and application of the premises.”] '

15 June 1791
Refuse to grant the prayer of a petition given in by the beadles of Petition of



the beadles
refused.

Memorial of
the jailor
about selling
spirits in the
jail.

Act for
visiting the
prison, &c.,
to be en­
forced.

Intended
road from
Stablegreen
port to
Ramsliorn
grounds.
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the churches in the city for an augmentation of the sum allowed them
for keeping fires in the session houses.

Alexander Mackay, jailor of the tolbooth of Glasgow, gave in a
memorial stating that in consequence of a decision which was of late
given against the jailor of Edinburgh tolbooth, fining him for selling
spirits in the prison, and prohibiting him from doing so in future, he
the said Alexander M‘Kay had determined to give up the practice of
selling spirits in the tolbooth of Glasgow, but that as a great part of
his emolument arose from that sale he prayed that a salary might be
provided to him adequate to the diminution of his emoluments which
giving up the sale of spirits would occasion, to which memorial there
was annexed a state of the said Alexander M'Kays expenses, amounting
to £123 Is. 8d. yearly, including a salary of <£30 paid by him to John
Lawson, the late jailor, and also a state of his emoluments amounting to
£210 sterling, £121 of which was made by the sale of spirits; that the
balance in his favor, which he had for his livelyhood, was only
£86 18s. 4d., and therefore if the privilege of selling spirits was taken
from him he would be above £34 sterling out of pocket by holding his
office of jailor; which memorial being considered by the magistrates and
council they appoint the lord provost [and others], as a committee of
council, to consider the said memorial and to report their opinion to the
magistrates and council relative thereto.

Resolved that the act of council of the 29 November last, by which
the members of the council were appointed to visit the prison, Bridewell
and correction house, shall be strictly enforced in future, for which
purpose the council is strictly in joined to summons the councillors by
rotation every Monday morning to visit and report in terms of the said
act of council.

The committee who were appointed to consider the proposal made by
the trustees on the Monkland Canal for opening a road from the Stable­
green port to the Ramshorn grounds, reported verbally that they had
several meetings with Mr. Stirling of Drumpeller about that business
without having yet been able to get anything settled with him, the expence
of making the said road according to his proposals appearing greater than
the town ought to contribute; which being considered by the magistrates 
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and council they continue the same committee on that business, recom­
mending it to them to continue their attention to the laying off the said
road and to endeavour to make such an agreement with Mr. Stirling and
the other trustees on the Monkland Canal as may be beneficial to the 
public without being too expensive for the city.

Empower the committee on the Ramshorn burying ground to purchase Committee to
certain peices of ground on the north side of the High church yard, in groumi^to
order to enlarge that burying ground there, and to conclude bargains with enlarge
the proprietors of so much of that ground as the committee shall think
necessary for the said purpose.

Resolve unanimously that the thanks of the magistrates and council Thanks
shall be given to James M‘Dowal, lord provost, Gilbert Hamilton, dean provost auj
of guild, and John Orr, one of the town clerks, for their attention inch­
services done to the community in conducting the business of the corn
bill whilst it was pending in parliament.

There was produced a letter from James Richardson, deacon of the Thanks of
incorporation of weavers, dated 14th June current, addressed to the lord
provost and magistrates, informing them that the said corporation had magistrates.
unanimously voted their thanks to the lord provost and magistrates for
their attention and exertions about the corn bill when it was pending
in parliament, which letter the lord provost was requested to answer in
name of the magistrates.

G July 1791
Subscribed a disposition to John Alston, junior, of a lott of building Disposition of

ground in St. Enochs Square, for £111 7s. Gd. sterling, with interest from
Martinmas, under the conditions and restrictions contained in the said Square.
disposition.

Subscribed disposition to Robert Muirhead of a lott of building Disposition of
ground in St. Enochs Square, for £119 Is. Id. sterling, bearing interest•
from Martinmas last, under the conditions mentioned in the said Square.
disposition.

Baillie Hamilton reported verbally that he had corresponded with Report about
the magistrates of Greenock and Leith relative to the practice of at
appointing watchmen at these ports, for guarding the vessels resorting
thereto and the property in them, by which it appeared that it was the
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■Report, of
committee
about caus-
waying
Gramie
Street.

Report of
clerks about
Blythswoods
quarries.

practise at Greenock to appoint watchmen for that purpose but that no
such practice prevailled at the port of Leith; which report being con­
sidered, the magistrates and council recommend it to baillie Hamilton to
enquire whether or not the masters and proprietors of vessels resorting to
the Broomielaw will become bound to pay a certain tonnage upon their
vessels for defraying the expense of establishing watchmen at the Broomie­
law, provided the magistrates and council shall be willing to establish
these watchmen under their sanction and authority.

The committee of council appointed to consider the propriety of caus-
waying Graeme Street gave in a report that it was their opinion that the
said street should be causwayed at the towns expense, provided the pro­
prietors of the ground on each side of it should properly level it, that the
proprietors of the north side of it should immediately lay a pavement
eight feet broad on their side of it and that the proprietors on the south
side of it should do the same, as soon as any houses are built upon their
properties, and that in the mean time they should lay the crib stones of
the said pavement; which being considered by the magistrates and council
they approve of the said report and authorize and require the master of
work to lay the said causway under the conditions mentioned in the said
report.

The town clerks gave in a report relative to the towns right of
quarrying stones in the land within the royalty belonging to colonel
Campbell of Blythswood, which was remitted to the committee of council
appointed on the towns quarries and delivered to John M‘Auslane, as
conveener of that committee, and appoint said report to be engrossed in
the book of committee reports.1

i The following is the report:—“By
Mr. Campbell of Blythswood’s seisine in 1787
ho is infeft in the lands of Bog and piece
adjacent thereto, acquired by Colin Campbell
from John Anderson, and also the lands of
Moodies Mailling and Peters Mailing; and
after the description of those several lands
there is a reservation of highways and quar­
ries, which reservation seems referable to the
whole of the preceding lands. Upon examina­
tion of the progress of writes to those lands I

find that they were conveyed by a contract of
marriage in 1707, in the same order in which
they stand in the present Bly ths wood’s seisine
and with the same reservation.

“ Upon examining the original charter
of the lands of Moodies Mailling and Peters
Mailing by the magistrates and council to
John Campbell of Blythswood, anno 1676, I
find the same reservation of roads and quar­
ries as is contained in Blythswood’s tittles in
the 1707 and 1787.



1791.] OF THE BURGH OF GLASGOW. 425

. , , . , c committee onAnderson, merchant, burgess or Glasgow, oi a wftsjjjn2
“piece of land called tho Boige, extending to house.
four acres or thereby, lying within the terri­
tory of the burgh, near (prove) the common

The committee of council appointed on the washing house in the Report By the
“ Blythswood’s agent could not show

me the original tittle of the lands of Bog and
piece adjacent, but upon a search of the
record I found that they were fewed by the
magistrates and council to John zlnderson
in 1629 and 1632, and upon examining the
seisines in the record, 3 July 1629 and 24
September 1632, these contain no reserva­
tions of quarries.

“It appears to me therefore that the
town has no right to the quarry in the land
of Bog and piece adjacent, and that the
ambiguity in the reservation in Blythswood’s
seisine has arisen from an inaccuracy of the 

lands thereof called the Wester Common,
bounded between the lands of the late Walter
Gray on the east and the common lands of the
said burgh on the west, north, and south ”
(John Hutcheson’s MS. Protocol Book, 1625-
30, fol. 221). Walter Gray’s property, which
Blythswood also acquired, was feued 1575-6,
as described in Glasgow Protocols, No.
224S.

The sasine of 1632 proceeds ou a feu 
writer in not confining the reservation to
Moodies Mailing and Peters Mailing, in the
original charter of which that reservation
exists.

charter dated 1st September of that year, and
by it the magistrates and council conveyed to
John Anderson, designated bailie of the burgh
of Glasgow, a “piece of land lying within the

“ Blythswood has other two pieces of
ground within the town, viz., five roods of
the towns common and 2^ acres lying in
Swansyett.

“Blythswood’s agent could not show me
the more ancient tittles of these lands, but
his own tittle in the 1787 contains no reserva­
tion of the quarry in these two pieces. From
an inventory shown it appears that Blyths­
wood acquired the five roods by a few from
the magistrates in 1704, and altho’ it would
appear that Blythswood was infeft thereon on
24 September that year, upon searching the
record of seisines I find that this seisine had
been omitted to be recorded.

“ As to tho 2£ acres in Swans-yett I find
that they were purchased by Blythswood from
James Anderson in the year 1712, but upon
looking into his seisine in the record, 3 March
1712, it contains no reservation of quarry.
(Signed) John Wilson.” (MS. Report Book, pp.
243-5 ; Reports, Memorials, &c., I., pp. 151-3.)

The sasine dated 3 July 1629, proceeds
on a charter, dated 20 Juno preceding, granted
by the magistrates and council to John

territory of the burgh, on the west side of the
way (vie) leading to the Waster Quarrel!,
bounded between the lands then belonging to
tiie said John [perhaps Walter Gray’s feu]
on the west and the common lands on the
east, south, and north ” (John Hutcheson’s
MS. Protocol, 1630-4, fol. 151).

Swans-yett lot is supposed to have formed
the western portion of the lands of Provan­
side acquired by the town from King James
VI. in 1613 (Glasg. Chart., vol. i., pt. ii.,
p. 284), and it was probably in the possession
of a rentaller at that time. It is thus
described in the sasine dated 3 March 1712,
which proceeds on a disposition by James
Anderson, maltmau in Gorbals, dated 26th
February of that year:—“Those two acres
and a half of land lying within the territory
of tho burgh, in that part called Swans-yett,
bounded between the lands of Meadowflat on
the south, the common loan on the east, and
the burn called Glasgow burn on the north
and west” (Register of Sasines, 1709-12,
fol. 195).

Further particulars as to lands acquired
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2 Written on margin:—“Tap-room pro­
hibited by sentence of the magistrates, con­
firmed by lord ordinary on bill of advocation,
and acquiesced in by Brown.”

Committee
appointed on
Mr. Dunlops
proposal
about Frank-
field loch.

Green of Glasgow gave in a report1 stating that Alexander Brown, the
tacksman of the said washing house, had converted the two rooms, which
were intended for his residence, into tap rooms for the sale of liquors,
to which a great number of idle and disorderly persons resorted, by which
the purposes for which the rooms were appropriated were perverted and
the women resorting to the said washing house were debauched and led
into the temptation of embezling the cloaths and materials for washing
intrusted to them, in procuring of liquor, to the great detriment of the
inhabitants, and therefore requesting that some effectual method might
be taken to remedy that evil; which being considered by the magistrates
and council they resolved unanimously that the use made by the tacksman
of the said rooms is a perversion of the purposes for which the washing
house was let, that it evidently tends to the debauchery of the servants
and other persons resorting thereto, and therefore they require the town
clerks, without loss of time, to take the legal steps for suppressing the
evil pointed out in the said report.2

Committee on Appoint baillie Hamilton and James ATLehose as a committee of
Govan church couucj] jUSpect f]ie loft £u f]ie church of Govan belonging to the barony

of Gorbals and to report their opinion whether it will be expedient to
divide the said loft amongst the city of Glasgow, the Trades house and
Hutchisons Hospital, according to their respective proportions of the
property of the said barony, allowing each of the said communities to set
their own parts of it for their respective behooves, or to set the whole
loft in cumulo, the said communities drawing their proportions of the rent
for which it may be set.

Appoint the lord provost [and others] as a committee of council, to
consider and report their opinion of a proposal made by James Dunlop
of Garnkirk for settling a process which is at present depending before
the sheriff of Lanarkshire, at the instance of the magistrates and council
against Robert Williamson (Air. Dunlops tenant) complaining of his
having withdrawn the water of Frankfield Loch in order to work a mill of
Air. Dunlops, in prejudice to the supply of water from that loch to the
towns mill at Provan.
by the proprietors of Blythswood from tho
town will be found in Glasgow Memorials,
pp. 143-6, and authorities there cited.

1 MS Report Book, pp. 240 2.
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27 July 1791
The magistrates and council agree to give a common seall to the Common sealo o ordered fortown of Port Glasgow, to be used by them for all necessary purposes y10 town of

wherein a common seall may be requisite for the publick transactions of PortGlasgow
the said town, and remitt to Mr. Alexander Brown, councillor, to gett a
common seall made and engraved for the town of Port Glasgow, agreeable
to a drawing this day produced to the magistrates and council, and
authorize the chamberlain to pay the price of the said seall.

The committee of council appointed to consider the proper mode of Report of
setting the seats in the church of Govan, belonging to the town of about scatg in
Glasgow, the Trades house and Hutchisons hospital, gave in a report G°vaa
stating that the said seats ought in their opinion to be sett in cumulo,
and that the rents ought to be divided amongst the said communities
according to their respective interests; which report being considered by
the magistrates and council they approve thereof and appoint Walter
Logan, chamberlain of the city, alongst with the deacon conveener and
preceptor of Hutchisons hospital, to sett the said seats by publick roup
or private bargain as to them may seem most expedient.

Authorize and require the annual committee for the time being to Reportsabout
inspect the report book made out by the members of council as relative ’
to the state of the prison, correction house, Bridewell and the cells, and &c.
to report regularly from time to time how far it is proper and expedient
to execute the works and improvements which are pointed out, to be made
for the accommodation of the persons confined in these places, by the
said members of council.

Upon the petition of Joshua Campbell agreed to augment his sallary Sallary for
for playing upon the musick-bells to £25 sterling per annum, the augmen-
tation to commence at his next quarterly payment, upon condition that augmented.
he shall play one full hour upon the said bells from two till three o’clock
in the afternoon each day, Saturdays and Sundays excepted, and authorize
the chamberlain to pay the said augmented sallary in time coming.

Subscribed a supplementary deed and procuratory of resignation in Subscribed
favours of the partners of the concern of Brown, Carrick, and company, suPPle‘ , ,

. 1-,-, ’ mentary deedcorrecting an error with regard to the holding of a part of the lands in to Messrs.
Deanside, which was acquired by the said company from the magistrates company-^ 
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Honorary
burgesses.

and town council by a deed dated 24th May 1787 years, wherein the said
lands were conveyed to be holden by feu farm from the magistrates and
town council instead of being conveyed to be holden by burgage tenure,
in terms of the former and ancient investiture of the said lands.

Admitt the right honourable the lord viscount Weymouth and John
Calvert, junior, esqr., member of parliament for Tamworth, honorary
burgesses and guild bretheren of the city of Glasgow.

3 August 1791
Letter anent The lord provost produced a letter from John Dunlop and Hugh
Ereastof the Milliken, baillies of Port Glasgow, dated 1st August current, stating that
harbour at they were of opinion that no part of the breast of the harbour would bePortGlasgow. 1

disposed of without consent of the town of Port Glasgow, as by contract
between the city of Glasgow and the said town it was included in the lease
of the harbour, which was perpetual; that they were determined to insist
upon the terms of that contract, of which they thought proper to inform
the magistrates and council for their government in the intended sale of
the citys lauds at Port Glasgow; which letter being considered by the
magistrates and council they remitt the same to the consideration of the
committee of council appointed to sell the Port Glasgow grounds, with
power to them to act therein as to them shall seem proper.

Thomas Upon the recommendation of the professors of the college of Glasgow,
bursar on their letter dated 27th of last month, agree to present Thomas Campbell,
^i6h°tp a student in the said college, to be a burser on Bishop Lightens mortification,
mortification, for the space of six years, three whereof as a student of philosophy and

three as a student of divinity, instead of the five years, to which the said
Thomas Campbell is appointed a burser upon that mortification by an
act of council of 19th January last, and authorize the town clerks to give
to the said Thomas Campbell an extract of this act of council in suppliment
of the said act of the 19th January last.

The chamberlain reported that the arbiters named in the submission
between the town and Robert Bogle, esqr. of Daldowie, relative to his
claim of damages done to his farm of White-inch, by the operations for
improving the navigation of the river Clyde had [awarded £50 sterling,
and the chamberlain was instructed to pay the same].

The chamber­
lain to pay
Robert Bogle
of Daldowie,
esqr., £50
sterling.
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Authorize the lord provost and baillies for the time being to enter Submission
• . -it tx -i o i-i n i • ii with Jamesinto a submission with James Dunlop of Garnkirk of a claim made byDuniOp.
him for damages alledged to have been sustained by the Govan coalwork
company, from the working of the towns free stone quarry in their part
of the lands of Gorbals, and authorize the said magistrates to name an
arbiter on the part of the town, if Mr. Dunlop be willing to settle the
matter in dispute in that manner.

Subscribed a contract of ground annual between the town and Contract of
William Clark, collector of the customs at Glasgow, for three steadings annual
of building ground in St. Enochs Square and two steadings in Jamaica
Street, for payment of certain ground annuals from each of the said Clark.
steadings respectively, amounting in whole to £45 10s. sterling yearly.

Subscribed a contract of ground annual between the town and William Bell.
William Bell, ironmonger in Glasgow, of a steading of ground in Jamaica
Street, for payment of a ground annual of £9 9s. 5d. sterling yearly.

Subscribed a contract of ground annual between the town and William
William Neilson, wright in Glasgow, for a steading of ground in Jamaica1 e
Street, for payment of a ground annual of £6 15s. lid. yearly.

N.B.—The three contracts of ground annual before mentioned are in
implement of a sale of the foresaid steadings which was made upon the 13th of
last month by publick roup by the committee of council appointed for that 
purpose.

The committee appointed to purchase ground for enlarging the Purchase of
High church yard reported verbally that they had purchased from John gl^d^dtiells
Riddell, surgeon in Glasgow, the garden at the back of the said church approved of.
yard consisting of about two acres of ground, for which they had agreed
to pay £350 sterling, and that the said John Riddell had executed a
disposition of the said garden to the magistrates and council, as repre­
senting the community of the city of Glasgow, and that the chamberlain
had paid Mr. Riddell the price of the said garden. Which report being
considered by the magistrates and council they ratify and approve of
the said purchase and authorize the chamberlain to take credite for the
price of the said ground in his accompt with the town, and require the
town clerks to take the necessary steps for compleating the towns tittles
to the said ground.
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Proposal of The lord provost produced an extract of the minutes of a meeting
barony parish °f the heritors of the Barony parish of Glasgow by which it was proposed
anent the by saj^ heritors “ that the place in the High church called the choir
High church, should be given up to them and be seated and be fitted up by them as a

church for the said parish, at the expense of the heritors, and be then
divided among them according to the usual rules, proper entries being
made by them to the High church; or if the town council of Glasgow
rather wished to keep the said choir in its present state, or to putt it to
any other use and at the same are willing to give up the place called
the Outer church within the cathedral, as a place of worship for the
Barony parish, that then the sum of £700 sterling should be paid to the
city of Glasgow by the said heritors, on the consideration of their being
immediately accommodated without any further expence.” Which pro­
posal being considered by the magistrates and council they resolve
unanimously not to agree to the same, but remitt it to the committee
of council formerly appointed on that business again to meet with the
heritors of the Barony parish, or such committee of them as may be
appointed to treat with the magistrates and council on that subject, to
endeavour to accommodate matters in such a manner that a proper place
of worship may be provided for the Barony parish, upon more agreeable
and advantageous terms to the town, and to report the progress made in
that matter.

19 September 1791
Petition for There was presented to the magistrates and council a petition, sub-
shopslinder1 ° sci’ibed by 41 citizens, proprietors of shops or other subjects fronting the
the piazzas. Saltmarket, Gallowgate and High Streets, and below the piazzas of the

said streets, praying that the magistrates and council would allow them
to bring forward the fronts of their respective shops to the fronts of the
said piazzas, so as to comprehend within their shops the space which is
at present occupied as a foot path within the piazzas, for which toleration
and for the ground so to be occupied the petitioners were willing to pay
the magistrates and council an adequate and reasonable price, which
petition being considered and a doubt having arisen how far the
magistrates and council had power to grant the prayer thereof, par­
ticularly without the consent of every one of the proprietors of shops 
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and subjects under the piazzas, the town clerks are desired to make out
a memorial stating the circumstances of the case and to take the opinion
of council how far the magistrates and council have power to dispose of
the space below the piazzas for the purposes mentioned in the petition,
and to report that opinion to the council.

The magistrates and council, as trustees for improving the navigation Lease of
of the river Clyde, agree to take a lease of the house and ground at houseg to be
Blarthill at present possessed by John Bennet, for 19 years from
Whitsunday last, at the rent of £12 sterling, and to putt and keep the *
houses in repair during the currency of the lease, reserving to Air. Oswald
the use of the coal quay and a road to it, with a break in the lease in
favours of the proprietor at any time he should dispose of the said subjects,
upon six months premonition, and the tacksmen haying right to carry
oif in that event all the materials of the buildings made or to be made
by them, and having no right to use the subjects during the lease for
any purposes but the accomodation of the overseer or workmen and
keeping thereon their ponts, ploughs, and other implements for improving
the navigation of the river, the trustees having also a break of the lease in
their favour, upon giving twelve months previous notice; and the lord
provost and magistrates are empowered to subscribe the said lease in name
of the magistrates and council as trustees on the river.

A memorial was given in from the patrons of Hutchisons hospital, Patrons of
stating that in order to enable them to open a street from the old bridge ^p^tal^be
of Glasgow to Cathcart road, they had purchased a piece of ground from entered as
John Lawson, rented at £5 5s. sterling yearly, but from which there is ajand^n01
feu duty of 15s. payable to the town; that it is necessary in order to Gorbals.
compleat the hospitals tittles that the patrons should enter with the town
and receive a charter of confirmation; that, in order to obviate the
objection to receive a community as vassals, the patrons were willing
that the casualties of entry should be taxed at £4 10s. sterling, the
present free x'ent of the land, and that a years rent at that rate should
be paid to the magistrates and town council at the end of every 19 years
in all time coming; which memorial being considered the magistrates and
council agree to the proposal therein contained and authorize the town
clerks to make out a charter of confirmation to the hospital accordingly,
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•South end of
Hutchisons
Street to be
causewayed.

Report of
state of Port
Glasgow
grounds, and
committee
appointed to
sell other
subjects
there.

the patrons paying £A 10s. sterling of present composition upon receiving
that charter.

Saraa^o donefc The committee of council appointed to consider the claim of John
to John Max- Maxwell, senior, for damages done to his ground opposite to Clyde Street,
wells ground. repOrfe(j fRat they were of opinion that about fifty feet ought to be taken

from the jettee opposite to the coal quay, and that the two jettees to the
east and west of it ought to be shortened, and that some stones ought to
be laid on the fore part of Mr. Maxwells ground to prevent it from
being damaged in future; which report being read and considered the
magistrates and council approve thereof and authorize the chamberlain
and master of work to execute the work therein recommended without
loss of time.

In consequence of petitions from the patrons of Hutchisons Hospital
and the inhabitants of the new town in Kamshorn ground, agree to
continue the causeway from the south end of Hutchisons Street, where
the present causeway ends, to the arched entry under Hutchisons
Hospital, of the breadth of 25 feet in the centre of the 40 feet entry,
which is to be made from Hutchisons Street to the Tronegate, and to
defray the expence of the said causeway from the towns funds, provided
the patrons shall level the ground where the said causeway is to be
laid and shall also lay a foot pavement of hewn stone of 7^ feet wide,
including 6 inches of a crib stone, upon each side of the said 25 feet
wide causeway, at their own charges and expences.1

The committee of council who were appointed to sell part of the
towns grounds at Port Glasgow reported verbally that they had sold eight
steadings of that ground, containing 5,679 square yards, at the price of
£4,737 8s. lOd. sterling, payable at Martinmass next. They also reported
that there was still some vacant ground belonging to the city upon the
west side of the quays of Port Glasgow which they thought ought also
to be sold, that the property of the dry dock at Port Glasgow and the
dues leviable from it ought to be sold, and that there was some vacant
grounds lying upon the east side of Port Glasgow quays which would

1 On 29th September the magistrates and tion to lay the hewn stone pavements so soon
council allowed the patrons to have gravel as buildings should bo erected.
footpaths at first, on their granting an obliga-
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probably sell for a good price, but that a sale of them could not be
made without the consent of Mr. Hamilton of Wishaw, proprietor of
the estate of Newark, nor without agreeing to give Mr. Hamilton such a
proportion of the price of the said grounds as would induce him to
consent to the sale; which report being considered by the magistrates and
council they approve of the sale already made by the committee and
appoint the lord provost, baillies and dean of guild for the time being,
as a committee of council, with power to them to sell by public roup the
remainder of the towns grounds on the west side of Port Glasgow quays,
in such lotts as to the committee may seem proper, and also to sell by
publick roup the property of the Port Glasgow dry dock and the dues
leviable therefrom, at an upsett price not under twenty years purchase
of the clear income which the said dock has produced at an average for
these last three years; with power also to the said committee to bargain
and agree with Mr. Hamilton of Wishaw for leave to sell the said vacant
grounds upon the east side of Port Glasgow quays and to give him a
reasonable proportion of the price, in consideration of giving his consent
to the sale, and upon the committees obtaining that consent, authorize
them to sell the said vacant grounds by publick roup in terms of their
bargain with Mr. Hamilton and in such lotts as to them may seem proper;
and authorize and impower the said committee to frame articles of roup
for selling the foresaid subjects and to subscribe the same in name and
behalf of the magistrates and town council.

The committee of council appointed on 15th June last to consider Sallary
the memorial of Alexander M‘Kay, jailor of the tolbooth of Glasgow,1‘^^nted to
[reported that in the months of June, July and August last, the jail fees
amounted to £19 17s. 10d., the profit on porter to £7 4s., and the profit
on small beer to £2 10s., making in all £29 Ils. lOd. sterling], by which
it appeared that the profits upon the sale of porter and beer had greatly
increased since the jailor had given up selling spirits; and taking the
emoluments for the said three months as an average for the jailors
receivings, it appeared that he would draw annually about £118 7s. 4d.
sterling, which being deducted from his necessary expences of keeping the
jail (including £30 of salary paid by him to John Lawson) would leave a

1 Aittca, p. 422.
2 E



434 EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS [1791.

Sallary of the
precentor of
High church
augmented.

Committee
appointed
about sale of
Ropework
Green.

balance against him of £4 14s. 4d. sterling per annum. Which being
considered by the magistrates and council, and that the said Alexander
M‘Kay has behaved with great propriety in his office, which is one of
great trust and labour, they agree to pay to the said Alexander M‘Kay
a salary of £70 sterling, to commence as on 1st June last, when he gave
up the sale of spirituous liquors in the tolbooth, and also to relieve the said
Alexander M‘Kay of payment of the sallary of £30 sterling from the said
1st June; and authorize the chamberlain to pay the said sallaries to the
said Alexander M‘Kay and John Lawson from that period and in time
to come, quarterly, by advance.

Upon the recommendation of Dr. Taylor, minister of the High
church, agree to pay the precentor of the said church an addition of £3
sterling per annum to his sallary, so as to put him on the same footing
with the precentors of the other churches in town, the said addition to be
paid from the period at which the addition lately made to the sallaries
of the other precentors began to be paid, but upon this condition that the
nomination of the precentors to the High church shall in future be vested
in the lord provost and magistrates in the same manner with the nomina­
tion of the precentors to the other churches.

Appoint the lord provost and magistrates for the time being, as a
committee of council, to consider a proposal which has been made of
exposing to sale the Ropework Green in one lott, by publick roup, at a
moderate upsett price, upon condition that if it shall be purchased by the
present proprietors of the Glasgow Glasswork Company, or by the
purchasers from them of their glasshouse and other property adjacent to
the said Green, that the said glasshouse shall be taken down and that it
shall not be lawfull to nor in the power of the proprietors of the said
subjects, in time coming, again to erect any glasshouse there or any
building or work prejudicial or nauseous to the neighbourhood thereof;
or whether it would be expedient for the magistrates and council to
purchase from the said company their said glasshouse and other subjects,
in order that the ground occupied by them and the said Green may be laid
out in lotts for building ground upon a regular plan and may afterwards
be sold for behoof of the city, and ordain the said committee to report
their opinion upon these points.
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Impower the committee of council who were appointed to obtain the Committee on
a street trotti

act of parliament to open the new street from the Carntyne Road to Camtyne
Duke Street, to treat with the trustees upon the Shotts, Airdrie, Cumber- roa^ *° treat
nauld and Bathgate roads, for raising such a sum of money as may be on turnpike
necessary for purchasing the grounds which will be occupied by the said roatls‘
street and the houses and buildings standing thereon and for levelling
and causewaying the said street, for which purposes the magistrates and
council and the proprietors of the grounds upon the sides of the street, and
other inhabitants of the city, are willing to contribute to a certain
amount; and further impower the said committee to line off the foresaid
street and ordain them to report their progress in the business committed
to them.

Appoint the lord provost and baillies for the time being to consider a Petition of
petition from John Ballantine, clerk to the justices of the peace for peac”clerk°f
Lanarkshire, praying that the act of council of 10th February last pro­
hibiting the jailor of the tolbooth of Glasgow to receive prisoners upon
acts of warding on decrees of the justices for civil debts might be
rescinded, and ordain the said committee to report their opinion as to the
propriety of granting the prayer of the said petition.

Subscribed contract of ground annual between the town and John Contract of
Brown, wright in Glasgow, of two steadings of ground in St. Enochs annual with
Square, for payment of ground annuals amounting to £22 18s. 9d. sterling.John Brown.

Subscribed a contract of ground annual between the city and George George
Thomson, merchant in Glasgow, of two steadings of ground frontingrhomson-
Howard Street, for ground annuals amounting to £13 17s. 3d. sterling.

Subscribed a contract of ground annual with Robert Dunmore, R. Dunmore.
merchant in Glasgow, for two steadings of ground fronting Jamaica
Street, for payment of ground annuals amounting to £28 4s. sterling.

Subscribed a contract of ground annual with James Lindsay and James Lind-
company, for a steading of ground fronting Jamaica Street, for payment pa^aui1 coni‘
of a ground annual of £15 Is. 9d. sterling.

The committee of council who were appointed to sell the vacant Report of sale
ground in St. Enochs Square, Howard Street and Jamaica Street, reported stgKnochsU
that they had now finished that business, that they had sold the five north- Square,
most steadings on the east side of St. Enochs Square to Robert Muirhead, jalmdca an<1

Streets.
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John Alston, William Clark and the faculty of physicians and surgeons
of the city of Glasgow, for £647 9s. 4d. sterling, all which money was
either already paid or would be paid at Martinmas 1791, that they had
sold three other steadings in St. Enochs Square and two steadings
fronting Jamaica Street to William Clark, two steadings in St.
Enochs Square to John Brown, two steadings fronting Howard Street
to George Thomson, one steading fronting Jamaica Street to William
Neilson, one steading fronting Jamaica Street to William Bell, one
steading fronting Jamaica Street to James Lindsay and company, and two
steadings fronting Jamaica Street to Robert Dunmore; that the last
mentioned fourteen steadings had been sold for £2,849 8s. 6d. sterling,
the interest of which was converted into a ground annual at the rate of
five per cent., payable from and secured upon the said lotts of ground,
commencing from Whitsunday 1791, amounting to £142 9s. sterling
per annum, which was to be paid in future to the city in consideration
of the price of the said lotts of ground, instead of the foresaid principal
sum at which they were sold by the committee.

Admitt George Templar, esqr., member of parliament for Honiton,
and Edward Phillips, esq., member of parliament for Somersetshire,
honorary burgesses of this city.

29 September 1791
The standing committee of council appointed to examine tradesmens

accompts gave in a report recommending that the whole of the towns
works should be done by contract, at the sight and by the advice of the
said standing committee which is chosen annually at the general elections,
who ought to be consulted before any work of consequence is undertaken,
and that every accompt for work performed should distinctly specify
its particular articles and the purposes to which they are applied; which
report the magistrates and council approve of and ordain the recom­
mendation specified in it to be observed in future, and particularly that
all works of importance shall be done by contract, in so far as that
mode is practicable.

Epon request of the patrons of Hutchesons Hospital [[authorised the
committee appointed on 10th February last] to enter into a sub­
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mission with Robert Muirhead to subscribe an extension of that sub­
mission, so as to purchase from Mr. Muirhead the whole ground between
his new house fronting the river Clyde and the said river, at a price to
be fixed by the arbiter, the Hospital relieving the magistrates and
council of the whole expence of that purchase.

Appoint the lord provost and baillies for the time being, as a com- Committee to
mittee of council, with power to them to order the toll house and toll-barbrfchmtoll
at the south end of the old bridge over Clyde at Gorbals to be removed barr-
from their present situation to such other place as may be more convenient
for the publick and more answerable to the road which is intended to be
opened by the patrons of Hutchisons Hospital from the said bridge
through the Gorbal lands to Cathcart road, the Hospital being at the
whole expence of the said removal and of erecting a new toll house and
toll bar, as is specified in a letter from James Hill, their clerk, to the
lord provost, dated 27th September current.

Appoint baillie Hamilton, John Tennant and the master of work, Committee
as a committee of council to enquire into the conduct of Mr. Burns, cutt by^Ir.
minister of the Barony church of Glasgow, in having cutt down some Burns.
trees upon ground contiguous to his glebe and having sold the timber
of these trees, though they are supposed to have been the towns property;
■with power to the said committee to take the proper steps for obtaining
redress from Mr. Burns in case it shall appear to them that he has been
to blame in that transaction.1 And impower the said committee to enquire
into a proposal made by (blank) to the master of work for purchasing
some trees belonging to the town, which are growing upon ground
contiguous to his property, and to report how far that sale will be
expedient.

The lord provost produced a lybelled summons, raised at the instance Resolution to
of the conveener of the trades house of Glasgow, for himself and in name towntna0
and behalf of the other members of the said trades house, against James process by the
Montgomery and other members of the house and also against the lord
provost, baillies, dean of guild and treasurer, for themselves and as repre­
senting the remanent members of the council of the city of Glasgow, the

1 Written on the margin:—“Note.— down the trees given to committee.” (See
An old process against Mr. Burns for cutting also Glasg. Rec., vol. vi., pp. 245, 249, 582.) 
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object of which lybell is to have certain points found and declared relative
to the constitution of the said house and to the management and applica­
tion of the funds belonging to it, which, if obtained, will be an infringe­
ment of the sett and constitution of the burgh and of the jurisdiction vested
by the letter of guildery in the magistrates and council of controlling the
acts of the trades house relative to the management of their funds and other
parts of their official administration, which jurisdiction is confirmed by
act of parliament; which being considered by the magistrates and council
they resolve unanimously to defend themselves and the community of the
city of Glasgow in the said process of declarator, in so far as the said
community is interested in supporting the constitution of the burgh and
the jurisdiction of the magistrates and council against the intended
encroachments of the trades house, and authorize the magistrates, dean
of guild and treasurer for the time being to take the necessary and proper
steps for defending the towns rights in the said process.

Authorize the treasurer to pay to John Mennons, printer, £14 Ils.
sterling for advertisements and news paper, conformable to an accompt
commencing 21st October 1790 and ending 16th September 1791.

[Number of persons in town's hospital on 9th August last, 355; poor
children put out to nurse, 110; families in indigent circumstances supplied
with meal in their own homes, 205; estimated deficiency, £1,653 sterling, to
be raised by assessment as formerly.]

4 October 1791
Election of [James M'Dowall, lord provost; John Alston and David Dale, of the
provost, merchants rank, and David Hendry, of the crafts rank, bailies.]bailies, &c. ’ J ’ J
Port Glasgow [James Huie, eldest bailie of the towns of Port Glasgow and Newark.]
and Newark.

7 October 1791
Election of [Thirteen merchants and twelve craftsmen councillors for the ensuing
councillors, year.]

11 October 1791
Precept to Authorize the treasurer to pay to Mr. David Young, as a premium
David Young. an j a mark of their approbation of his publications on the agriculture

of Scotland and the modes therein pointed out for improving the lands
in this part of the United Kingdom, the sum of £5 5s. sterling.
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12 October 1791
[Gilbert Hamilton, dean of guild; James M'Lehose, deacon convener; Election of

John Dunlop, treasurer; William Auchincloss, bailie, and John Currie, &°‘IU of
conjunct bailie, of Gorbals; John Brown, master of work; John M'Culloch,
water bailie; George Millar, bailie of Provan; William Steell, visitor of
maltmen; David Hutchison, procurator fiscal; John Orr and John Wilson,
town-clerks.]

[Appointments of directors of the town’s hospital, annual committee, Directors,
committee on public works, Clyde commissioners, bridge commissioners, and
committees on Grammar School, tradesmen’s accounts, quartering soldiers committees.
and bridewell, and also directors on Sunday Schools.]

16 November 1791
The lord provost produced an extract of the minutes of a meeting of Proposal of

the heritors of the barony parish, held on the 19th October last, offering theYarony
to pay the city of Glasgow £700 for the Outer High church to be used as parish anent

1 J! “ 1 • J! '1 -1 1 1 X • 4-4-1 ’X tho <)uter
a place of worship for the said parish, and also to give up to the city Kigii church.
the present Barony kirk as a burial place at the disposal of the city, or
to retain the said kirk as a burial place at the disposal of the heritors,
and to pay the city £1,200 for the Outer church, to -which proposal the
heritors required an answer and declared if it was not complied with that
they would immediately apply to the crown for the use of that part of
the cathedral church which is at present unoccupied; and the lord provost
at the same time gave in a report from the committee of council
appointed to treat with the heritors of the barony parish on this business,
giving it as their opinion that the foresaid proposal ought to be refused;
which minutes and report being considered by the magistrates and
council they refuse to accept the offer, but remitt it to the former com­
mittee to gett estimates made out of the expence of building a new church
for the east or outer parish of the city, with a calculation of the rent
likely to be got for the seats of it, to enable the council to form an opinion
as to the price which they ought to ask from the heritors of the barony
parish for the Outer High church and the present Barony church if the
heritors are to retain it.

[Agreed to increase the salary of Thomas Lawrie, collector of the assess- Thomas
ment for the poor, from £20 to £30 sterling.] Lawries

° J sallary aug­
mented.
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Ordain John Dunlop, treasurer, to pay to Mr. James Cunnieson,
sheriff clerk of Lanarkshire, £131 15s. lOd. sterling, as the towns
proportion of the expence of obtaining the act of parliament by which
leave was given to open a street from the Carntyne Road to Dukes Street.

The committee appointed to consider the best mode of raising funds
for opening the street from Carntyne Road to Duke Street gave in a
report with an estimate by tradesmen, by which it appeared that it
would require £1,956 sterling to purchase the houses and buildings which
would be occupied by the said street, if it were formed in a straight line,
of which sum private individuals had agreed to contribute £900 sterling,
and therefore recommending to the magistrates and council to consider
of some method for raising the remaining part of the money wanted, as
opening the said street in a straight line appeared to the committee to
be an object of publick benefit; which report and estimate being con­
sidered by the magistrates and council they recommend to the said
committee to treat with the trustees upon the Shotts, Airdrie, Cumber­
nauld and Bathgate roads, in terms of the act of council of the 19
September last, for raising the whole or part of the money wanted for
the foresaid purpose, either by contribution from the trustees or by laying
an additional! toll on one or more of the said roads at their entries into 
the city of Glasgow, as a fund for borrowing money to open and causeway
the said street, for which clauses may be inserted in the first act of
parliament which the said trustees shall apply for.

Report of Alexander Brown, councillor, gave in a report that he had got a
Alexander common seal made for the town of Port Glasgow, in obedience to an act
corning the of council dated 27th July last,1 which he delivered to the town clerks,
oTport16eal said seal representing a ship having her main sail blazoned with the
Glasgow. arms of Glasgow, her ensign a saltier for Scotland,2 and at the top mast

head the Union flag for Great Britain, the motto “ Ter et Quater anno
revisens Aequor Atlanticum impune,” and on the exergue “ Common seal
of the towns of Port Glasgow and Newark;” which seal the town clerks

1 Antea, pp. 413, 427.
2 As engrossed in the MS. Report Book

(p. 254) the description is more specific,
viz.:—“which seal represents (argent) a

carack or ship of burthen (proper), her main­
sail blazoned with the arms of Glasgow, her
ensign (azure) a saltire (argent) for Scotland.”
Some interesting remarks on the town’s arms



1791.] OF THE BURGH OF GLASGOW. 441

are desired to transmitt to the magistrates and council of Port Glasgow
to be used as their common seal in time coming.1

Subscribed a disposition to William Clark, collector of the customs Subscribed
at Glasgow, of two lotts of ground in St. Enochs Square, purchased by ^P^^ion to
him from the town at a publick roup on 13th July last, at the price of Clark.
£300 4s. 3d., with interest from Whitsunday last.

Subscribed a disposition of a lott of ground in St. Andrews Square Subscribed
to Robert Dunmore and Robert Muirhead, merchants in Glasgow, at the RoberUiun-'’
price of £90 7s. 6d. sterling, with interest from Whitsunday, 1790; more and
and also another disposition of another lott in the said square, at the ^3.
price of £104 16s. 3d. sterling, with interest from Whitsunday 1790.

Subscribed a disposition of two lotts of ground in St. Andrews Square Subscribed
to William Anderson, tanner in Glasgow, at the price of £201 2s. 6d. ^TsP°sifcl0n to
sterling, with interest from Whitsunday 1790. Anderson.

12 December 1791
The committee who were appointed on the 31st December, 1790, to Report of

treat with the college of Glasgow about a decree obtained relative to cumi?itteeD 0 appointed to
will bo found in the Marquess of Bute’s
“Arms of the Royal and Parliamentary
Burghs of Scotland.”

1 A representation of the seal is given
below. Though the name Newark was
dropped when Port Glasgow was constituted
a parliamentary burgh in 1832 the seal of
1791 continued in use till 1862. The original
device was retained on the seal adopted in

that year, as well as on the seal now in use, ^‘eat with
which dates from 1892, but the inscription on pjghoug^g01^
the exergue of the former was “ The Common
Seal of the Police Commissioners of Port
Glasgow” and that of tho latter is “The
Common Seal of the Town Council of the
Burgh of Port Glasgow” (See footnotepostea.,
p. 446).
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the Pighouses gave in a report stating that the college wish to exchange
with the town certain pieces of ground and properties in order to
compromise that decree, and that the committee were of opinion that it
ought to be submitted to arbiters what the value of these grounds and
properties was and what ballance the one party ought to pay the other
in consideration of the said exchange; which report being considered by
the magistrates and council they approve thereof and empower the said
committee, vizt., the lord provost, the dean of guild and Mr. William
Craig, to enter into the said submission, to name an arbiter and to sign
the said submission on the part of the town.

Petition of Refused the desire of a petition presented by David Pearston, John
the'Drygate^ Stewart and James Taylor, for themselves and other proprietors near

the Drygate, praying that an additional sum might be allowed for
repairing the road leading from the Drygate to the Grallowgate, in
respect it was fixed by an act of council of 5th July, 1790, that the
sum then voted should be in full of all demands from the said proprietors
for the purposes aforesaid.

Letter of tho There was produced a letter from Walter Logan, chamberlain, dated
chamberlain, November last, praying for the reasons therein mentioned that he

might be relieved from payment of an annuity of £25 per annum to.
John Campbell, late billet master, with which he has been burdened 
since 1785, of which burden the committee of council upon the citys
revenue and expenditure, by their last report, had recommended to the
magistrates and council to relieve the chamberlain; which letter being
considered by the magistrates and council they remitt the same to the
said committee, with instructions to them to report what the annual
emoluments enjoyed by the chamberlain amount to for the whole branches
of the towns business committed to his charge.

Pronosal of There was produced a letter from Robert Muirhead and company
Robert Muir- f0 the lord provost and council, dated 10th December current, asking
company. liberty to buy up the lease of part of the Meadow flatt garden grounds

from the tacksmen, upon Messrs. Muirhead and company obliging them­
selves to give up that ground to the town at any period of the present
tack, upon being paid a proportion of the sum paid by them to the
tacksmen corresponding to the remaining period of the tack; which 
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proposal being considered by the magistrates and council they refuse to
agree to it, and resolve not to agree to any similai’ proposal which may
be made for a partial purchase of the tacksmens right of possession of the
said Meadow Hatt grounds during the currency of the present tack.

Authorize and require the chamberlain to charge a rent of .£1 Is. Rent of the
sterling per annum for each of the new granaries erected at the west end"*:'' •O ± O ££ 1 cllltiriUo.

of the meal market from the time they have been occupied by the
possessors thereof, and to continue to exact rent in that proportion in
future. ,

Appoint Lawrence Craigie [and others] as a committee of council to Committee to
consider certain claims made by Robert Carrick, merchant in Glasgow, consider of
from the town relative to the ground fewed by him in Ramshorn; which Carricks
claims are referred to in a letter from the chamberlain to the lord provost,clillrus-
dated 12th December current, but in the meantime authorize and require
the chamberlain to enforce payment of the few duty due by Mr. Carrick
according to the rate at which it has been hitherto paid by him.

Appoint the magistrates, dean of guild and deacon conveener, as a jjow gr<)limi
committee of council, to consider of the most proper method for
appropriating that part of the Ramshorn ground near the weigh house be appro-
which belongs to the city, it having been proposed to convert part ofljriated‘
that ground into a cheese and butter market, and empower the said
committee to remove the dung from the said ground which is at present
lying there, or to have it placed thereon in such a situation as to make
it less obnoxious to the inhabitants than where it lyes at present.

The magistrates and council, considering that the members of council House of cor-
have neglected to visit the prison, the house of correction, the bridewell aud
near the meal market, and the cells at the towns hospital, in obedience cells.
to the acts of council of 29 November, 1790, and 15th June last, do
hereby enact and ordain, in corroboration of the said acts of council,
that the members of council shall weekly by turns visit the foresaid
places of confinement and report their state and condition in terms of the
said acts, under the penalty of 5s. sterling to be paid for each faillure,
to be levied by a summary warrant from the sitting magistrate, for which
purpose it is enacted that the sitting magistrate shall upon every Monday
morning issue an order to the councillor whose turn it is to visit these 
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places to perform that duty in the course of the ensuing week under the
foresaid penalty.

Repairing the
Green wall.

Authorise the magistrates and master of work to contract with
tradesmen for repairing the wall of the Green of Glasgow, which has in
many places fallen into decay, and for keeping the said wall in repair
for such a number of years as to the committee shall appear expedient.

Disposition of Subscribed a disposition to John Russell, merchant in Glasgow, of a
St^Andrcws sleading of ground in St. Andrew Square, for payment of £72 7s. 6d.
Square. sterling, with interest from Whitsunday 1790.
Disposition of Subscribed a disposition to Robert Muirhead and Robert Dunmore,
l"ugra^eaillnfiS merchants Glasgow, of four lotts of ground in St. Andrew Square, for
square. payment of £447 sterling, with interest from Whitsunday 1790.
Disposition of Subscribed a disposition to Moses Steven, merchant in Glasgow, of
inrsaideadlIlgH ^w0 steadings of ground in St. Andrews Square, for payment of £165 15s.
square. sterling, with interest from Whitsunday 1790.

28 December 1791
Buildings in
Wilson and
Brunswick
Streets.

There was presented from Dugald Ballantine, for himself and
partners, a letter, dated 27th December current, together with a plan
and elevation of their intended buildings in Wilsons Street, during the
ensuing year, which they said had been approved of by the dean of guild
court although it deviated in some respects from the plan and elevation
of the houses which they are taken bound to build in that street and upon
both sides of Brunswick Street, in so far as they had in the plan produced
substituted a small attick storry without any garrets at all, instead of a
garret with projecting windows, which they represented would not raise
the ridges of their houses higher than those already built and would
make the general appearance of the buildings more beautifull. Messrs.
Ballantine and company therefore requested the concurrence of the
magistrates and council to these alterations in the houses to be after­
wards erected in the said two streets, in which case they declared it to
be their intention to run a ballastrade alongst the front of their present
building in Hutchison and Wilson Streets, to preserve the general
appearance of uniformity in height. Which letter and plan being con­
sidered by the magistrates and council they approve of the alterations 



1791.] OF THE BURGH OF GLASGOW. 445

therein, proposed and authorize the buildings in the said street to be
erected according to the said plan, but upon this express condition that
the ballastrade mentioned in the said letter shall be added to the houses
already built in the said streets.

[Approved of certain proposed regulations for conducting the business ofNewregula-
Stirling’s Library, in explanation of and in addition to the original regulations^"®.*^
specified in the deed of mortification.] Library.

Appoint the lord provost, magistrates, dean of guild and deacon Regulating
conveener, as a committee of council, to consider of the most proper method measure of °r
of fixing the standard weight or measure of coals sold within the city orcoa^a>&c-
liberties thereof for obliging the carters and sellers of coals to deliver to
the inhabitants the full quantity of carts and waggons of coals specified
in the regulations, and for erecting weighing machines in different parts
of the town for checking the weights of waggons and carts of coals sold
to the inhabitants, and recommend to the said committee to make a report
of the business hereby committed to them to the next meeting of council.

Upon the recommendation of the presbytery of Glasgow, authorize Precept,
the treasurer to pay Henry Stirling, episcopal minister at Heir, £10 10s. records.^
as a consideration for his having restored nine volumes of the records
of the presbytery, from 1581 to 1682 inclusive, which have been in the
possession of the said Henry Stirling and other episcopal clergymen since
the Revolution in 1688, the recovery of which records are of importance
to the history of the church of Scotland and to the civil rights of this
city; declaring that in consideration of this payment the magistrates
and council and their clerks shall have access to the records of the
presbytery upon necessary and proper occasions, under which condition
the said £10 10s. are to be accepted of by the presbytery.

Authorize the treasurer to pay Stewart Crookshanks, writer in Precept to
Glasgow, £7 5s. sterling for his trouble and expences in going to Port crookshanks.
Glasgow and staying there a week, during which time he was employed
in examining the towns few contracts and the title deeds of the fewars
and making up a list of the fewars who are in non-entry and a state of
the manner in which they are to be entered respectively.

18 January 1792
Agreed to continue Robert Donald, late provost of Glasgow, to be Surveyor of 
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the river surveyor of the river Clyde, for another year from and after the expiration
Clyde. of iasf. appointment to that office, with the same sallary enjoyed hv

him for the preceding year.
Agree to defend a process of reduction which has been raised before

the court of session at the instance of the community and fewars of Port
PortGlasgow. Glasgow against the city of Glasgow for reducing the sale of part of the

citys grounds at Port Glasgow, made in August last by the magistrates and
town council, and authorize the lord provost and magistrates for the time
being to take the proper steps and give the necessary directions for
conducting that process so as to render the said sale effectual.

Process at
instance of
fewars of

Thanks of the The lord provost produced an extract of an act of council of the
ofaportrateS magistrat€s and trustees of Port Glasgow, returning thanks to the
Glasgow for magistrates and town council of Glasgow for the common seal which they
sealt0WnS made a present of to the town of Port Glasgow and Newark.1
Resolution There was produced a letter complaining of a practice which some-
soldiers time ago was introduced by the regiments quartered in this city of
parading in drawing up and parading their men in the piazza behind the exchange,
behind tlie whereby that space which belongs to the inhabitants and the members of
exchange. the Tontine society, as a publick walk, is often occupied by the soldiers

to the great inconvenience of the citizens and of the said proprietors;
which being considered by the magistrates and council they resolve not
to allow any soldiers in future to be drawn up or paraded in the said
piazzas, and appoint this resolution to be intimated to the commanding
officer of the regiment at present quartered in the city and to the
commanding officers of all the regiments which shall be quartered there
in future.

1 Mr. Paton, town-clerk of Port Glasgow’,
who obligingly gave the use of the matrix
from which the seal on p. 441 was taken, and
sent an impression of the seal now in use, has
also supplied a copy of the act of council
referred to in the text. It is dated 3rd
January, 1792, and reads thus:—“Mr. Dunlop
laid before the meeting a letter from Mr. Orr,
one of the city clerks of Glasgow, covering
act of the city's council respecting a common
seal for Port Glasgow' and Newark, which the
council have made a present of to the said

towns, which seal was transmitted to him
therewith and is now presented to the
meeting. The magistrates and trustees, con­
sidering that they have never yet procured a
common seal, and that one is highly, and
upon important occasions absolutely, neces­
sary for the said tow’ns, accept of the one thus
presented, and return their thanks to the
magistrates and council of Glasgow for their
polite compliment, which they desire to be
conveyed to them by the town clerk trans­
mitting an extract of this act of council.”
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24 February 1792
There was presented to the magistrates and council a letter, dated Petition to 

22 February current, subscribed by a great number of respectable citizens commons for
mentioning “that some steps had lately been taken towards suggesting PoIlce blU*
a bill for regulating the police of the city of Glasgow, which it was hoped
might prove agreeable to all parties, and as it was of importance to get
it brought into parliament this session, they submitted to the magistrates
and council that it would be proper to make an immediate application
to the house of commons to bring in such a bill if it could be possibly
overtaken this session, which was more necessary as the time of presenting
such petitions expired against the second of next month.” Which letter
being considered by the magistrates and council they agree to present a
petition to the house of commons for the purposes therein mentioned;
and a petition having accordingly been drawn up specifying that the
inhabitants of the city have of late years greatly increased in number,
and it would tend greatly to their accommodation and to that of other
persons resorting to the said city that certain new streets and avenues
leading to the same were opened, that footways and pavements were
made, that the streets were better lighted and cleansed, that the police
and markets were better regulated, and that certain funds were raised
and powers given for carrying these usefull works into execution, and
that powers were given for disposing of the glebe belonging to the cure
of the High Church of the said city, by contracts of ground annual, and
that watchmen were appointed in the said city; and praying that leave
might be given to bring a bill into parliament for the purposes aforesaid,
the said petition was subscribed by the lord provost in name of and by
appointment of the magistrates and council, and the town clerks are
directed to forward it to London to Mr. M‘Dowall of Garthland, member
of parliament for the city, to be presented by him to the house of
commons in order that a police bill for this city may be brought forward
this session, if the heads of it can be agreed upon amongst the com­
munities and inhabitants of the city who are interested in that measure,
and that the bill may not be postponed for another session of parliament
from the circumstance of its not having been applied for within the time
limited for presenting petitions to the house of commons for private bills;
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Estimates of
expense of
street from
Carntyne
Road.

Proposal of
barony parish
to purchase
the Outer
High church

Working of
quarry in
Gorbals to be
given up.

and appoint the lord provost, magistrates, dean of guild, deacon conveener
and treasurer, as a committee of council for conducting the business of
the intended bill and for conferring with the corporations, communities
and inhabitants of the city who may be empowered or are interested in
having the bill passed into a law, and appoint the said committee from
time to time to report their progress in the said business.

There was produced a letter from Mr. James Hopkirk, dated 20
February current, in the name of the heritors of the barony parish,
informing the magistrates and council that a committee of the heritors

’ was appointed to treat with them for a purchase of the Outer High
church, which being considered, together with a memorial upon the
subject drawn by Mr. Wilson, one of the town clerks, the council refuse
to dispose of their said church upon any terms, and rescind the powers
which were given to a committee by former acts of council for treating
with the heritors about a sale of the said church, and direct the town
clerks to transmitt to the towns agents at London and Edinburgh copies
of the said memorial, to be used at the treasury and court of exchequer
for preventing the heritors from obtaining a grant of any part of the
High Church as a place of worship for the barony parish.

Upon an application of the subscribers for opening the street between
Carntyne Road and Dukes Street, remitt to the committee who were
appointed on that business to get exact estimates made of the expence of
purchasing ground and houses for making the said road in a straight
line, together with estimates of making purchases for forming it in a
crooked line, by which the purchases will be less expensive than by the
straight line; and recommend it to the committee to get the said estimates
made out without loss of time, and to report the same to the magistrates
and council.

The lord provost read a letter from Mr. Dunlop of Garnkirk stating
his claim for damages done to the Govan coalwork by the working of the
Gorbals quarry, and mentioning that these damages were likely to increase
if the quarry was continued to be wrought; which being considered by
the magistrates and council they resolve to desist from working the said
quarry any longer, and authorize the master of work and the chamberlain
to settle with the tacksmen of the said quarry for the lordship of the 
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stones which they have raised and to stop them from working it any
longer, and also tn fill up the opening which has been made in the
Gorbals ground by working the quarry so that future damage to the
Govan coal work may be prevented. Recommend it also to the lord
provost and baillies, who were empowered by an act of council of 3d
August last to enter into a submission with Mr. Dunlop for the past
damages done to that coalwork by working the quarry, to get that
business settled either by submission or agreement without loss of time,
for which purposes power is hereby given to them.

The lord provost produced a letter from the preceptor of Hutchisons Committee
Hospital, transmitting an extract of a minute of the patrons of f^euPon"hedcoai
hospital, dated 17th February current, appointing “doctor Porteous, in barony
doctor Lockhart and Mr. Rankin, three of the ministers of the city, as aofGorba,s-
committee of the patrons to consult and treat with the town council and
the corporations having interest in the barony of Gorbals about the most
propei* method of procuring an additional supply of coals to this city
out of the said barony and of the most proper method of keeping down
the price of that article;” which being considered by the magistrates
and council they appoint baillie Alston, Mr. William Craig and Mr.
Robert Robertson, as a committee of council, to consult and treat with
the said committee of the patrons of the hospital upon the business before
mentioned and from time to time to report the progress made by them
therein.

22 March 1792

Continue Messrs. Richard Marshall, Alexander Brown and John Directors of
Campbell of Clathick to be the three directors of Stirlings Library named Library
by the town council, alongst with the lord provost, from the first Tuesday chosen.
of May, 1792, to the first Tuesday of May, 1793, in terms of Mi*. Stirlings
deed of mortification.

There was presented a letter from a number of respectable inhabitants Walks in the
of the city requesting the magistrates and council to give orders for having ro^aired° l>°
the walks in the Green repaired and new laid with gravel, as the said
walks have of late gone into great disrepair; which being considered by
the magistrates and council they appoint the lord provost [and others]
as a committee of council, with power to them to order the said walks to

2 F
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be properly repaired and laid with gravel without loss of time, and also
to order the trees in the Green to be properly dressed and thinned, which
appears to be necessary in order to promote their growth.

A small part The lord provost laid before the council a letter from David Todd,
ground to3be merchant in Glasgow, offering to purchase from the town a small part
sold. of the barony of Gorbals which he at present possesses by subtack; which

being considered by the magistrates and council they agree to sell or
few the said piece of ground by publick roup, and appoint the lord
provost [and others] as a committee of council to make that sale and to
frame and subscribe articles of roup for that purpose and to fix the
upsett price of the said land for and on behalf of the magistrates and
town council.

Petition to
house of
commons for
police bill
subscribed.

Provan mill.

The committee on the police bill reported verbally that the House of
Commons, on 13th March current, had ordered notice to be given of the
intention of applying to parliament for that bill during the present
session, by intimating to the quarter sessions and publishing thrice in the
Glasgow newspapers that the said application was to be made. [Notice
had been made accordingly, and a second petition was now subscribed
stating that fact and again praying for leave to bring in the bill. The
committee was directed to have the heads of the bill printed and published
for the information of the inhabitants if that should be thought necessary.]

The committee upon the Provan mill gave in a report relative to the
business committed to them, which being considered by the magistrates
and council they empower the said committee to sett the said mill by
publick roup for (Hank) years, from and after the expiration of the
present tack, and empower the committee to frame and subscribe the
articles of roup for and on behalf of the magistrates and town council,
clauses being inserted in the articles for properly preserving the right
to the water for the milns belonging to the town which are situated
below the said Provan miln; and in respect a higher rent may perhaps
be obtained for the said miln by setting it for some other purpose than
grinding corn and grain, the said committee are empowered to transact
with the heritors who are thirled to that miln for relinquishing their
servitudes of thirlage, upon such reasonable terms as can be agreed upon,
it beiiiff understood if no such transaction be made that the tacksman of 
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the miln is to have the benefit of the thirlage and to be taken bound to
perform the miln services to the thirled heritors.

The members of the golf club made application to the magistrates Committee to
and council, in a letter of this days date, for leave to take down the pOsai forpr°
present herds house or golf house in the Green and to build a new house building golf1 ° house.
at their own expence, upon such a plan as shall be approved of by the
town council; which letter being considered by the magistrates and
council they appoint the lord provost [and others] as a committee of
council to consider the said proposal and to receive plans of the intended
building, with the particular conditions proposed by the members of the
said club relative to their intended building and to report their opinion
to the magistrates and council.

The committee on the chamberlains books, in obedience to an act of Chamberlain
council of 12 December last, reported verbally that his annual emoluments paynient°of
were as follows : —£100 sterling for his sallary as chamberlain, £30 sterling 125 Hillary.
as inspector of markets and collector of the church seat rents, £15 15s.
sterling for keeping Cumbray lighthouse books and accompts and £25
sterling for keeping the books and accompts of the Clyde navigation,
amounting in all to £170 15s. sterling; from which he pays £25 sterling
to John Campbell, late billet master, by which the chamberlains emolu­
ments are reduced to £145 15s. sterling. The committee also reported
it as their opinion that the chamberlain ought in future to be relieved
of the payment of the £25 per annum to the said John Campbell, in
respect of the faithful and accurate manner in which Mr. Logan, the
present chamberlain, executes the duties of his office and the great labour
it costs him. Which report being considered by the magistrates and
council they approve thereof, agree to relieve the chamberlain from pay­
ment of the said John Campbells sallary in future, and authorize the
chamberlain to pay the same from the city funds and to take credit for
it in his accompts.

The chamberlain reported that the reverend Mr. Alexander Croudon, lieport of an
at Aberdeen, who enjoyed an annuity of £60 per annum from the town,1
had died on 15th current, by which the town would be relieved of that
burden in future.

1 Glasg. Rec., vol. vii., p. 539.
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Committee to The committee appointed to settle with the college of Glasgow about
sionwith'tho the Pighouse process gave in a report stating that, after several meetings
college. with the professors of the college and communing upon the subject, they

were of opinion that the best method of settling that matter was for the
college to discharge the magistrates and council of the decree in that
process, and to assign it to the magistrates and council that they might
thereby remove the persons who occupy the ground in dispute, that the
college should dispone to the town their land and houses at the butts as
far north as a line drawn from the new Carntyne road at right angles
from the said road to the north-east corner of the observatory park,
together with the whole right, title and interest which the college have
or claim to the ground in dispute, which property so to be disponed will
be bounded by the said line on the north, the said Carntyne road upon
the east, the Edinburgh road upon the south and a road leading from the
Gallowgate to the New Vennal upon the west; all which property is
delineated upon a plan produced with the said report. And also that the
college should sell to the town as much of a field belonging to them on
the north side of the Gallowgate Street, likewise delineated on the said
plan, as would be sufficient for building a church upon, in case the
magistrates and council should have occasion for it for that purpose. In
consideration of which the committee were of opinion that the town
ought to sell to the college their whole property at the meal market,
with the Bridewell and areas thereto adjoining, and to assign to the
college the tack of a house and area which they possess contiguous to
Bridewell, and that the values of the subjects to bo mutually disponed
and assigned by the town and college to each other should be ascertained
by arbiters to be mutually chosen. Which report being considered by the
magistrates and council they approve thereof and empower the said
committee to enter into a submission with the college in terms of their
report, to name an arbiter on the towns part and to subscribe the said
submission in name and behalf of the town, the committee having
reported that the college had agreed to the terms before mentioned.

„ Appoint John Bunlop, Robert Muirhead and the master of work, asCommittee x . .  . ’
appointed to a committee of council, to settle with the heirs of the deceased John
remove stair. ^£cQau] for altering the stair on the outside of their house in Argyle 



1792.] OF THE BURGH OF GLASGOW. 453

Street, so as partly to remove it from the street and to prevent it from
throwing the water running from Queens Street back upon that street
and to give it a better level for keeping Argyle Street and Queen Street
dry, and empower the said committee to get these alterations made with
such other alterations as they may find necessary for the improvement of
the said streets.

Mr. William Craig represented that there was above £100 sterling Rooms in the
due to him as the ballance of his accompt for building and finishing the school to be
Grammar School in Ramshorn ground, that the east wing of the SaidfiniBhed-
school and the attick storey of its left wing wore still unfinished, because
there were rooms enough already finished for the use of the school,
independent of the said east wing, [and suggested the finishing of certain
work and the letting of portions for warehouses. The magistrates and
council approved of the report and authorised the standing committee on
the Grammar School to make the necessary arrangements.]

4 April 1792
There was presented a petition, subscribed by a very great number Clauses for a

of respectable citizens, praying that the magistrates would insert in the °”,0
intended police bill clauses for laying a tax upon dogs kept within the inserted in
city and liberties thereof, to make part of the funds for defraying the bH].pollC°
expence of the system of police which is intended to be established by
that bill; which being considered by the magistrates and council they
approve of the said proposal and agree to insert clauses in the bill to
the effect craved in the petition, and to endeavour to get a tax upon dogs
made part of the said funds, provided parliament will admit! these clauses
into the intended act, and remitt it to the committee on the police bill
to draw clauses to the effect aforesaid that the same may be transmitted
to London alongst with the heads of the police bill.

The committee on the intended street from the Carntyne Road to intended
the west end of Dukes Street gave in a report stating that by estimates
examined by them it would cost about £2,500 sterling to purchase the Road to
ground and houses which would be occupied by the said street if it be Dukcs strect
laid off in a straight line with Dukes Street to its east end at Carntyne
Road, from which however some hundred pounds might be deducted,
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which would be repaid by the sale of small pieces of ground, which would
be left unoccupied by the street, of the properties purchased, that £1,000
sterling of the sum wanted had been already subscribed by individuals,
and there was reason to expect that the trustees on the different roads
on the east side of Glasgow would amongst them give £400 more towards
the expence of the said purchases. The committee therefore recom­
mended to the magistrates and council to purchase the subjects necessary
for making the said street in a straight line and to lay it off accordingly;
which the committee thought would not only be a great ornament to the
city but would very much increase the value of the towns grounds of
Meadowflatt and the correction house garden. Which report being con­
sidered by the magistrates and council they agree to make the said
purchases at the towns expence and to lay off the said street in the
manner recommended by the committee provided the subscriptions by
individual citizens thro’ whose grounds the street will pass be increased
from £1,000 to £1,200 sterling, and that the trustees on the said roads
shall contribute £600 sterling towards making the said purchases, of
which the trustees on the Shotts road have already agreed to give £200,
the whole of the said sums to be paid to the town to assist them in
making the purchases being £1,800 sterling. In the meantime authorize
the said committee to mark and lay off the said street in the line recom­
mended by them immediately, but delay to purchase the houses which will
be necessary for the said line of street untill the foresaid conditions shall
be complied with, and further enact and ordain that the said new street
from the place where it strikes off from Carntyne Road till it enters
Georges Square shall in future be called and denominated Glasgow Street,
notwithstanding that the west end of it has been hitherto called Dukes
Street, (blank) Street and Georges Street.

Appoint the lord provost [and others] as a committee of council to
consider of the most proper method of getting the soldiers quartered in
this city better and more comfortably lodged, and the sick soldiers better
accomodated in future than they are at present or have been in time
past, and to report their opinion on that subject to the magistrates and
council, and in the meantime empower the said committee to give such
temporary directions and to take such measures as may appear to them
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necessary for the immediate relief of the soldiers of the 37th regiment
of foot, at present quartered here, who have been represented by major
Wernyss, the commanding officer of the regiment, as being in a very
miserable situation and many of them dangerously sick owing to the bad
quarters in which they are billeted.

There was presented a request from the heritors of the Barony parish Fewing the
that clauses might be introduced into the police bill, empowering them Barony tU5
to dispose of the glebe of the Barony parish by contracts of feu or ground pariah.
annual, in a similar manner to which the glebe of the High Church is
to be allowed to be disposed of by the bill; which being considered by the
magistrates and council they agree to admitt the said clauses into the
bill, upon condition that the heritors of the Barony parish shall agree to
pay a reasonable part of the expence of passing the act and provided
that inserting these clauses shall not obstruct or hinder the passing of the
bill into a law.

There was presented to the magistrates and council a petition from Seal of cause
James M'Dowall, lord provost of Glasgow, preses of the directors of Lj^ry”28
Stirlings public libriary, [and others], all directors of the said library—

Showing that the late Mr. Walter Stirling, merchant in Glasgow, by a
deed of mortification dated 3rd February 1785 and registrate in the books of
council and session 24th January 1791, did dote and mortify the sum of £1,000
sterling, his house in Millars Street and his share in the Tontine society of
Glasgow, together with the books in his library at the time of his death, for
the purpose of establishing and supporting a publick library for the use of the
citizens and inhabitants of Glasgow; that the management of the said institu­
tion was by the said deed vested in thirteen directors, viz., the lord provost
of the city of Glasgow for the time being, who was always to be a director
ex officio, from the town council of Glasgow three of their number to be elected
by them besides the lord provost, from the merchants house three of their
number to be elected by them, from the presbytery of Glasgow three of their
number to be elected by them, and from the faculty of surgeons and physicians
in Glasgow three of their number to be elected by them, the lord provost when
present to be always preses at the meetings of the said directors; that the
petitioners were the first directors who had been chosen foi* the said institu­
tion, and being convinced of its utility and importance, they have readily
accepted the trust, had chosen a librarian and had made some alterations of and 
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additions to the regulations contained in the deed of mortification, in virtue
of powers committed to them by the 11th article of that deed, all which had
been approved of and ratified by the four societies before mentioned; but in
order the better to carry into execution the usefull purposes of the said
institution the petitioners prayed that the magistrates and council would
grant a seal of cause constituting the directors of the said library and their
successors in office into a corporation or body politic, with the powers and
faculties usually granted in similar cases, under the name, tittle and denomina­
tion of “ the Directors of Stirlings Publick Library in Glasgow,” as the
said petition, subscribed by all the petitioners, more fully bears.

Which petition, with the extract of the deed of mortification therein
mentioned being read to and considered by the magistrates and town
council of Glasgow, assembled in council, they find the prayer of the
petition reasonable and expedient, and do therefore hereby erect into a
corporation or body corporate and politic the persons before named, vizt.,
James ATDoxvall [and others], and their successors in office, as preses
and directors of the said library, to be chosen in the manner directed by
the said deed of mortification, by the name, tittle and designation of
“ the Directors of Stirlings Publick Library in Glasgow," with the powers
and privileges and under the conditions afterwritten: —

First, the said corporation, consisting of the persons before named and
designed and their successors ex officio, or as being chosen in terms of and
according to the directions of the foresaid deed of mortification, shall, by the
name, stile and tittle foresaid, have a perpetual succession and standi
in jitdieio, with power to sue and be sued, defend and be defended in all actions
and processes before all courts competent, and to acquire and hold, in perpetuitv,
property real and personal, to receive, sue for and recover all sums of money,
subjects and effe<’ln already mortified or which shall hereafter be acquired by
or doled or mortified to I hem for I ho purposes aforesaid, with the rents, issues
ami profits of I ho said properties, subjects and effects, and to have and to hold
the same in properly, ami to noil and dispose of such property and of their
capital stork, upon propm aeourily Io lend and borrow money, to have and use
a common soul, and Io break, rhanp.o or nowmake (ho same iron; time to time
as Io them shall m <'m expedient, and in general to do and transact every thing
necessary and expedient, in Iho manap.omont and application of the said capital
stork ami pn nm <>u, aa lull; and fieri; as aux other corporation or body 
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corporate can do in similai* cases. Secondly, the members of the said corpora­
tion shall meet on the days appointed by the said deed of mortification and on
any other days to which their meetings shall be adjourned or shall be appointed
to be held, for conducting and managing the business of the said publick
library entrusted to them. Thirdly, the said corporation shall have full
power to make bye laws and regulations for their own government and
managing the business and funds entrusted to and vested in them, provided
the same shall be consistent with the nature of this institution and the laws
of the realm. Fourthly, the magistrates and council hereby reserve to them­
selves and their successors in office full power and authority, at any time
hereafter, to rescind, revoke and annuli this seal of cause, in case that measure
shall appear to be proper and necessary upon legal grounds and causa cognita,
of which the lord provost and magistrates are hereby declared to be competent
judges; and they do likewise reserve full power and authority to themselves
and their foresaids to make such future alterations of and regulations relative
to this seal of cause as may to them seem proper and necessary, provided always
that the same be not contrary to or inconsistent with the terms of the said
deed of mortification or the laws of the realm. Lastly, the city clerks and
their successors in office are hereby ordained to make out and deliver [extracts
of this seal of cause as in similar cases.]

18 April 1792
Remitt to the committee upon the police bill [to report on proposed] Committee to

agreement between the town and the heritors of the Barony parish of treat with
Glasgow relative to the statute work of that part of the said parish Barony °f
which is proposed to be comprehended within the city by the intended Parish about
police bill, as the heritors alledged that a committee of their number who*5 a u eMor
made the agreement with the town on this subject, two years ago, had
no proper authority for so doing.

Empower the lord provost, as delegate from the magistrates and Helper to the
council, to attend all meetings of the fewars and kirk sessions of Gorbals of
which shall be held for the purpose of appointing a helper and successor
to the minister and parish of Gorbals, and to act and vote for the town of
Glasgow in that business.

Appoint the lord provost [and others] as a committee of council to Newcastle
consider the proposal of Mr. Howie, proprietor of the Newcastle waggon, Hamshorn

ground.
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of fewing or renting from the town a piece of ground near the weigh
house, or in some other convenient part of the town, for loading and
unloading his waggon, and recommend it to the said committee to proceed
without loss of time to the consideration of the matters committed to
them by the act of council of 12th December last relative to the disposal
and appropriation of the said ground near the weigh house, and to report
their opinion to the magistrates and council on that business.

[In consideration of the advanced period of the session and the apparent
want of time to carry the police bill through parliament before it adjourns, the
magistrates and council agreed to postpone the bill till next session, but con­
tinued the remit to the former committee to make the necessary preparations for
further procedure.]

1 May 1792
The lord provost informed the magistrates and council that he, baillie

Alston and baillie Dale had purchased from Peter Bell, esq., his lands
of Provosthaugh, consisting of about twenty four acres of ground, lying
contiguous to the Green of Glasgow, at the price of four thousand pounds
sterling, payable at Whitsunday next, which is to be the term of entry
as to the lands; and his lordship declared that the purchase had been
made on behalf of the community of the city of Glasgow, if the magistrates
and council chose to accept of it, but that he, Air. Alston and Air. Dale
were willing to retain the purchase upon their own account if the council
declined the offer. AVhich being considered by the magistrates and
council, they unanimously agree to accept the said offer and to take
the purchase for behoof of the city, authorize the magistrates and
chamberlain to procure money by loan, if necessary, to pay the price of
the said lands at "Whitsunday next, and direct the town clerks to
examine the title deeds of the lands and to get a valid and legal
disposition of the same executed by Mr. Bell in favour of the magistrates
and town council, as representing the community of the city, and their
successors in office, and delivered to them, together with a sufficient and
legal progress of writts; and also resolve that the thanks of the magistrates
and council be presented to Urn lord provost, baillie Alston and baillie
Dale for making the said purchase and relinquishing it in favour of the
city.
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[Robert Muir, keeper of the old college library, having resigned, “ in Resignation
respect of his having taken up his residence at Edinburgh,” the magistrates^ariath
and council agreed to fill up the vacancy at their next meeting.]

The committee of council who were appointed to sell the small part Sale of part
of the barony of Gorbals, near the old coal quey on the river Clyde, ^ni]srbal
reported verbally that they had sold the said ground, by publick roup,
at the price of <£350 sterling, of which two thirds parts are to be paid in 
cash and the interest of the other third part, at the rate of five per cent.
is to be converted into a yearly few duty, doubling the same at the first
year of each heir and singular successor; which sale the magistrates and
council approve of and ratify; after which there was presented a letter
from Mr. David Todd, merchant in Glasgow, purchaser of the said piece
of ground, dated 30th of last month, requesting that the magistrates
and council would take payment of the whole price of it in cash, instead
of converting the interest of a third part of the money into a yearly feu-
duty. The magistrates and council refuse to agree to that request, as
they do not wish that the annual revenue of the city should be diminished,
hut agree to take £250 sterling and to convert the interest of the other
£100 into a yearly feuduty of £5 sterling, doubling the same at the
entry of each heir and singular successor, in respect that £5 sterling
was the yearly rent at which the said piece of ground was sett before
the sale.

22 May 1792
The lord provost mentioned a proposal made by Mr. Dunlop of Proposal to

Garnkirk, now proprietor of the grounds and buildings fronting Clyde Rop^rk
Street and Jamaica Street which formerly belonged to the Glass house Green.
company, of purchasing from the town the Old or llopework Green, he
becoming bound and obliged for himself and his successors in the said
subjects that no glass work nor bottlework should in future be erected
on any part thereof; which proposal being considered the magistrates
and council refuse to agree to the same or to sell the said green at
present.

The lord provost and magistrates reported verbally that they had, Purchase of
in obedience to the act of council of 1st May current, compleated the haughSfrom
purchase of the lands of Provosthaugh from Mr. Peter Bell, and had Mr. Bell. 
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paid him four thousand pounds sterling as the price thereof, in con­
sideration of which he had executed a disposition of the said lands in
favour of the magistrates and town council, as representing the community
of the city of Glasgow; which purchase the magistrates and council now
convcened approve of and ratify, and require the town clerks to expede
infeftment on the said disposition, and to deposit the same with the
progress of writes of the said lauds amongst the tittle deeds of the towns
other heritable properties.

Appoint John M'Alpine, teacher of English to Wilsons School, to
be keeper of the college library for four years from and after the 11th
June 1792, in room of Robert Muir who has resigned that office.

Recommend to the town clerks to write to the principal of the college
of Glasgow, yearly, in the course of the month of December, requesting
him to inform them whether or not the bursars presented by the
magistrates and council have attended the college during that session,
and to report the principals answers, in order that the bursaries held
by non-attending students may be filled up in terms of the act of council
to that purpose, dated 1st May current.1

Appoint Janies M‘Lehose, deacon conveener, Robert Robertson and
iiig a room for jqle mas(er of work, as a committee of council, to consider a proposal
officers. made by the collector and comptroller of the customs at Glasgow for

building a room with a fire place, at the expence of government, at the
Broomolaw, for accomodating the officers of the customs, and appoint the
said committee to report their opinion of the said proposal to the
magistrates and council.

Proposal for The lord provost produced a letter to him from lord Adam Gordon,
barracks commander in chief of the forces in Scotland, dated 11th May current,

and another from Mr. Alexander Carnegie, town clerk of Aberdeen, to
Mr. Orr, one of the town clerks of Glasgow, proposing that application
should be made to government for building barracks for the soldiers
quartered in the cities of Glasgow and Aberdeen; which letters being
considered by the magistrates and council they appoint the lord provost,
baillies, dean of guild find deacon conveener for the time being, as a
commit lee of council, Io consider (ho said proposal and to confer with
the deacons of I ho incorporations, the principal innkeepers and

1 Act printed in appended Abutract of Charters and Documents.
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inhabitants of the city, who are liable to have soldiers billeted upon
them, how far building barracks will be agreeable to them, and whether
or not they will contribute any money and how much towards the
expence of building barracks, that they might thereby be relieved from
the burden of quartering soldiers in future; and appoint the said
committee to report their opinion on this subject and the result of their
said conferences to the magistrates and council with all convenient speed.

1 June 1792
The magistrates and council unanimously agreed to present an An address

humble and dutifull address to his Majesty, expressive of their gratitudeto thc Kiug’
for his late gracious proclamation for the suppression of seditious writings,
and assuring his Majesty that they will pay every attention to the recom­
mendations contained in it; and a copy of an adress being produced by
the lord provost and read to and considered by the magistrates and
council, the same was approved of, subscribed by the lord provost and
sealled with the city seal in their presence and in their name, and the
provost was requested to transmitt it to the right honourable Henry
Dundass, one of his Majestys principal secretaries of state, to be presented
by him to the King, and the address was appointed to be engrossed in the
report book of the committees of council.

To the Kings most excellent Majesty.—We, your Majestys most dutiful The address.
and loyal subjects, the lord provost, magistrates and common council of the
city of Glasgow, beg leave to approach your Majesty with hearts full of
gratitude for the many blessings we enjoy under your mild, just, and
auspicious government.

Impressed with the highest veneration for our excellent constitution, it is
with the utmost satisfaction we observe, by your Majestys late gracious
proclamation, that you are determined to preserve that ancient bulwark of
freedom, sound from the attacks of designing and deluded men.

In our several capacities of magistrates and of citizens, your Majesty may
rest assured of our strict attention to the recommendations contained in your
Royal Proclamation, and we trust loyalty to your Majesty, subordination to
the laws, and a proper sense of the benefits resulting from our civil and
religious liberties are too deeply rooted in the minds and manners of the people
to be shaken by the cabals or seditious publications of a few discontented
individuals.
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That your Majestys reign may be long and prosperous, and that the
British constitution may remain unimpaired, the admiration of future as of
past ages, is our most earnest prayer.

Signed and sealed with the common seal of the city of Glasgow, in name
and presence and by appointment of the magistrates and common council of
the said city in council assembled.1

Grass mail! Resolve to raise the grass maill of each cow grazed on the Green of
Greenraised Glasgow to £2 sterling for this season, in respect that the pasture for
to £2. the cattle will be considerably better in future, owing to the addition

which is made to the Green by the purchase of Provosthaugh from Mr.
Bell, and that £2 sterling is now a very moderate grass maill for grazing
a cow for a season; and authorize the chamberlain to exact the said grass
maill in future, beginning for the ensuing season 1792.

Plans for lay- The lord provost informed the magistrates and council that proposals
GweJforIt0n^ different penpie had been made for purchasing the upper part of the
building Calton Green for building ground, by which a very large sum of money
giound. could be raised, and many people were of opinion that a row of houses

upon the high ground of the Green, fronting towards Clyde and built
according to an elegant plan and elevation, would be a great ornament
to the city and to the Green, whilst by the additions which can be made
to it by the purchase of Provosthaugh and throwing into it the field at
present possessed by John King there would be a much greater quantity
of pasture ground for the cows belonging to the inhabitants of the city
after the Calton Green was disposed of for building ground than there is
at present. His lordship therefore proposed that the magistrates should
be empowered to employ an architect of eminence in his profession to
make a plan for laying off the Calton Green in lots for building ground,
and to draw plans and elevations of the buildings to be erected thereon,
which the magistrates and council might afterwards take into considera­
tion and determine how far it was proper or expedient to dispose of the
said Calton Green or part of it in the manner before mentioned; which
being considered the magistrates and council empower the lord provost
and magistrates for the time Being to employ an architect to make such
a plan as is before described and to lay the same when finished before

1 MS. Report Book, pp. 264-5.
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the council, with their own opinion as to the propriety of the measure
before specified and the price which ought to be asked for the said Green
in case it shall be resolved to sell it for building ground. Recommend
it also to the magistrates for the time being to employ some fitt person
to make a plan of the whole Green of Glasgow, with such improvements
and alterations on the walks and planting in it as he may suggest, for
making it more commodious for the purposes for which it is intended and
at the same time more beautifull.

Appoint the lord provost [and others] as a committee of council to Committee
perambulate the marches of the royalty of the city, alongst with the perambulate
town clerks and deacons of the incorporations and such other persons as tlic marches.
they may think proper to call to their assistance, to see that the royalty
inarch stones are properly sett and numbered and to order such as have
been removed or misplaced since the last perambulation in July, 1780, to
be replaced in their proper situations.

Appoint John Hamilton [and others] as a committee of council to Causewaying
consider a petition of the heritors and inhabitants of the New VennalNew Vennal‘
to have the causway of the said vennal raised and new laid, and to report
their opinion to the magistrates and council.

Appoint baillie Alston [and others] as a committee of council to Flesh market
consider the propriety and expediency of raising the market dues payabletlues*
for cattle sold in the flesh markets of Glasgow, and to report their
opinion relative thereto to the magistrates and council.

John Gray, miliar in the towns mill of Provan, presented a petition Petition for
praying that his tack of the said mill, which expires at Lambmass 1793, mill
might be renewed for 19 years, at a rent to be ascertained by persons of
skill to be mutually chosen by the town and him; which petition being
considered by the magistrates and council they refuse to sett the said
mill by private bargain, and recommend it to the committee who were
appointed by an act of council, of 22nd March last, to sett the said mill
by publick roup to finish that business as soon as to them may appear
expedient.

Subscribed a few contract between the town and John Dunlop, Feu contract
merchant in Port Glasgow, of a lott of shore ground at Port Glasgow, pOrtGHas<'ow
containing about 576 square yards for payment of a grassum of £182 8s.
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sterling and a yearly feuduty of 10s. sterling commencing as from
Martinmas last.

Authorise the treasurer to pay John Seton, the towns sollicitor at
London, £40 15s. sterling as the expence incurred in the House of
Commons and for Mr. Setons trouble and agency in the application for a
police bill during the present session of parliament, and also authorize
the treasurer to pay to the said John Seton £5 2s. sterling as the expence
incurred at the treasury and for Mr. Setons trouble and agency in an
application to the lords of treasury to prevent the heritors of the barony
parish from getting a gift from the crown of the choir of the High Church
as a place of worship, conformable to two accompts produced.

The town clerks gave in a state of the processes depending before
the court of session, or which have lately depended, in which the city
of Glasgow are concerned, with a state of the towns other business at
Edinburgh, made up by Mr. Laurence Hill, towns agent at Edinburgh,
upon 1st May last, which state the town clerks are directed to ingross in
the records of council, and they are also directed to procure a similar
state from the towns agent at Edinburgh at the sitting down of every
session of the court, that the steps in the towns processes may be known
to the magistrates and members of the town council, by having these
states regularly ingrossed in the council records at the first meetings of
council which are held after the said states are transmitted to the clerks;
and an extract of this act is appointed to be transmitted to the towns
agent at Edinburgh with instructions that he will carefully attend to
the foregoing order. The tenor of the forementioned state is as follows : —
[Fourteen processes are reported upon. These relate to questions with
bakers, town officers, the water bailie (where “ the lord justice clerk has
sustained the jurisdiction of the water baillie ”), washing green (a case
about “ the taproom in the washing green ”), the surgeons, excisemen,
poors rates, trades house, Porf Glasgow, the ladles, the jailor, the
victuallers, piazzas and the High Church. The latter two cases are
thus referred to:—^Consultation about the piazzas. In this case the town
clerks were desired by the lawyers to procure some information about
the original right of the ground on which the piazzas stand before an
opinion could be given. High Church—The town were threatened with 
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an application to the exchequer by the heritors of the barony parish. A
caveat has been lodged in exchequer to give information when such
application is made. It has not hitherto been made.

The magistrates and council subscribed a disposition, with consent
of a committee authorized by Hutchisons Hospital and of a committee ofa Parjfc
authorized by the Trades House, in favour of the magistrates and council
themselves, and their successors in office, of all and whole the six pound
land of old extent of Gorbals and Bridgend, with tower, fortalice, mansion
house, &c., with the heritable office of bailliary and justiciary within
the limits of the said lands; which disposition bears that the same is
granted in obedience to a decree arbitral therein mentioned, whereby the
said lands are divided in manner therein mentioned among the magistrates
and council, the preceptor and patrons of Hutchisons Hospital and the
Trades House, formerly pro incliviso proprietors thereof, and that it was
agreed by the parties that the superiority of the whole barony and right of
bailliary and justiciary should be vested in the magistrates and town
council of Glasgow, and that the Trades House and Hutchisons Hospital
should hold their parts in few farm of the town, for payment of a penny
Scots of feuduty, and that the town should retain the feu duties payable
from the village of Gorbals and the other parts of the barony that had
been feued before the said division, and should purchase three fourth
parts of the feuduties and casualties and right of bailliary, justiciary
and superiority of the said barony, if it should appear they are not
already superiors of the barony and vested with the bailliary and
justiciary; and for fixing the price of which rights the parties had entered-
into the submission therein mentioned, upon which no decreet arbitral
has followed, and that in the meantime it was proper that the title deeds
of the different parties to the respective lotts of the lands should be
established, notwithstanding the matters contained in the said submission
were not yet determined; and in regard the superiority of the said lands
and barony and the right to the office of bailliary and justiciary were to
belong to the magistrates and council, who are to grant dispositions of
the several parts of the said lands to the several parties interested, it
became necessary that they should be vested with the whole of the said
lands and others, in order that they might be stated in the feudal right

2 G
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of the said superiority, bailliary and justiciary, have a right to the lot
affermentioncd and be enabled to grant dispositions to the said two other
corporations of their respective lots; and by the said decreet arbitral,
dated 15th October and 11th November, 1789, and recorded in the town
court books of Glasgow 1st December thereafter, the following parts and
portions of the said lands were decerned and adjuged to belong to the
magistrates and council, vizt., lott fourth of the said lands, as delineated
on the plan therein mentioned, comprehending therein the following
lands, vizt., that piece of said lands under division lying betwixt Paisley
Loan and the river Clyde, measuring 14 acres 3 roods 25 falls or thereby;
bounded by the line drawn betwixt the march stones placed to divide
this lot from lot third on the [easf], by Paisley Loan on the south by part
of the lands of Haughhead and the foresaid burn called Shiells Burn
on the west and by the river Clyde on the north parts. Item, that piece
of land, being part of the lands under division known by the name of
Croft Andrew, measuring 19 acres 3 roods 18 falls or thereby; bounded
by a straight line drawn by the aforesaid march stones placed to divide
this lot from lot third on the east, by Shiells burn on the south and west
and by Paisley Loan on the north parts. Item, that piece of ground
known by the name of Gushetfold, lying betwixt the highway leading
from Gorbals to Pollockshaws and from Gorbals to Cathcart, measuring
8 acres 2 roods 30 falls or thereby; bounded by the said highway leading
from Gorbals to Cathcart on the east, partly by the lands of Colin Bae
of Little Govan and partly by a hedge running from Mr. Baes lands to
the highway from Gorbals to Pollockshaws on the south and west, and
by the said highway from Gorbals to Pollockshaws on the west and north
parts. Item, that piece of land lying immediately to the south of the
Gushetfold, measuring 18 acres 1 rood 7 falls or thereby, known by the
name of Bryceland and Gallowknow, bounded partly by Mr. Baes lands
and partly by the few of Butterbiggings on the east, by the highway from
Gorbals to Pollockshaws on the west and by a road leading from the said
highway to Butterbiggings on the south. Item, that piece of the said
lands under division, known by the name of Copplawhill, measuring
13 acres 1G falls or thereby, bounded by the road from Butterbiggings
to Langside on the east, by the Holm and Craigs parks, which are com- 
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pretended in lot first on the south, by the highway from Gorbals to
Pollockshaws on the west and by the road leading from the said highway
to Butterbiggings on the north parts. Item, that piece of the said lands
known by the name of Sieve Wrights, situated on the west side of the
highway from Gorbals to Pollockshaws, measuring 16 acres 3 roods and
3 falls or thereby, bounded by the said highway on the east, by the lands
of Sir John Maxwell of Nether Pollock on the south and west and by the
lands fewed to Cblanlc) Scott on the north parts. But by the terms of Reservation
the submission on which the said decreet proceeded there were reserved minera]a to
the whole coal and other minerals of whatever kind in the said lands,tho whole
which were not to fall under the valuation and division thereby sub- pro^ndiri>o.
mitted, but were to be and remain a pro indiviso subject belonging to
the proprietors aforesaid in proportion to their respective interests in the
barony, vizt., Hutchisons Hospital one half and the magistrates and
council and the Trades House each one fourth.

The magistrates and council also subscribed, in obedience to the Dispositions
decree arbitral formerly mentioned, a disposition in favour of the Hutchisons
preceptor and patrons of Hutchesons Hospital of these parts of the said hosptaKand
lands alloted to them and a similar disposition in favour of the Trades house/
House of Glasgow of these parts of the said lands allotted to them, to be
holden by the said respective bodies of the magistrates and town council
in few farm, for payment of a penny Scots money yearly.

19 June 1792
The lord provost produced a letter from Alexander Allardyce, esqr., Two letters

member of parliament for Aberdeen, to Mr. M‘Dowall of Garthland, barracks
member of parliament for this city, dated 11th June current, and another
from lord Adam Gordon, commander in chief of the forces in Scotland,
to the lord provost, dated 15th June current, both relative to the intended
scheme of building barracks for the soldiers quartered in this city, and
mentioning that there was reason to believe that if a joint application
were at present made to government, by the cities of Glasgow and
Aberdeen, to have barracks erected there, it would probably be listened
to, and that the barracks would be built principally at the expense of
government if ground were furnished by the cities for that purpose, and 
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if a certain proportion of that expence were defrayed by the communities
of the cities, or by subscriptions from individuals. Mr. Allardyces letter
also mentioned that the town of Aberdeen had employed Mr. Castleman,
at the ordnance office in London, to make out a plan of barracks proposed
to be built at Aberdeen, and that if the magistrates and council of this
city would employ the same gentleman to make out a plan for them it
was probable that both plans would be furnished upon more reasonable
terms than one of them could be furnished. Which letters being con­
sidered by the lord provost and magistrates they remit the same to the
committee of council who were appointed on that business, by an act of
council of 22nd May last, with instructions to the said committee to
consider the same and with power to employ Mr. Castleman to make out
a plan of barracks for this city, to look out for a commodious piece of

Instructions ground for erecting them upon, and to transmitt the ground plan thereof
aboutbuild-° •^■r- Castleman, as the magistrates and council approve of the scheme
ing barracks, of building barracks for the soldiers quartered in the city as being both

advantageous to them and beneficial to the inhabitants, and in other
respects recommend it to the said committee to carry into execution the
matters committed to them by the said act of council of the 22nd of last
month.

Committee to Appoint the dean of guild, [and others], as a committee of council,
heritorsof ^-0 consider a proposal made by the heritors of the Barony parish of
Barony purchasing from the city part of the garden^near the High Church, lately
parish. acquired from [John] Riddell, upon which the heritors propose to build

a church for the said parish, and another proposal made by the directors
of the Glasgow Infirmary for purchasing another part of the said garden,
with power to the said committee to meet and treat with the said heritors
and directors relative to the said proposals, and to report their opinion
to the magistrates and council.

Petition of There was presented from the proprietors of houses in Georges Square
the pi-oprie- a petition praying that the magistrates and council would either causeway
Georges the space of ground of twelve feet wide, lying between the parterre
Square. formed in the centre of the square and the causewayed part of the street

surrounding it, or give them .£38 sterling, the supposed expence of cause­
waying it, in which case they the petitioners would be at the expense of 
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making a very handsome gravel walk upon the whole of the said space
of twelve feet round the parterre, with proper corner stones and guarding
posts, and would keep the same in proper repair at their own expence
in all time coming; which being considered by the magistrates and
council they agree to give the petitioners the said sum of £38 sterling
upon the condition before specified, and authorize John Dunlop, treasurer,
to pay the said sum to any persons authorized by the petitioners to
receive it, upon a proper obligation being lodged for implimenting the
foresaid conditions, it being hereby expressly provided and declared that
neither the petitioners nor their successors in the houses in the said
square shall acquire any exclusive right of property in the said space
and walk, which shall remain publick property for behoof of the
inhabitants of the city in all time coming.

Mr. John Tenant reported verbally that he, alongst with Mr. Agree to pur-
Dougald Bannatyne, merchant in Glasgow, and Mr. George M‘Intosh; grOy1Hi anj
merchant, there, were willing to guarantee to the city payment of the buildings for
£1,600 sterling which was stipulated by an act of council, dated 4th street from '
April last, to be received by the town before the ground and buildings Carntyne
which will be occupied by the new street from Carntyne Hoad to Dukes
Street should be purchased at the towns expence. Mr. Tenant therefore
requested that the said ground and buildings might now be purchased
by the town in terms of the act of parliament lately obtained for that
purpose; which being considered by the magistrates and council they
agree to make the said purchases upon an obligation being lodged by
Messrs. Tennent, Bannatyne and M‘Intosh to guarantee payment of the
said £1,600 sterling, over and above the £200 sterling which is agreed
to be paid by the trustees of the Shotts roads,1 and remitt to the
committee formerly appointed on the said street to treat with the
proprietors of the said ground and houses for purchaseing the same, and
in case they shall refuse to sell by private bargain authorize the town
clerks to take the proper steps for acquiring the property of the said
ground and buildings by the verdict of a jury in terms of the said act of
parliament.

1 Written on margin:—“N.B.—Obliga- J. Orr, Town-Clerk, 20th June, 1792.”
tion referred to in this act of council given to
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Authorise John Dunlop, treasurer, to pay to Alexander M‘Kay,
jailor of the tolbooth of Glasgow, £55 6s. 6d. sterling, being the amount
of his expences and money paid out by him in endeavouring to apprehend
George Davidson and James Plunket, criminals under sentence of death,
after they escaped from the tolbooth in October last. . . . Declaring
that these sums are allowed to the said Alexander M'Kay in consequence
of its having appeared, on an investigation, that he was noway blame­
able in the escape of the said criminals, having been confined to his house
by sickness at the time, and in consequence of his activity and fidelity in
the execution of the duties of his office, altho’ the said sums are due by
him and his cautioners in terms of their bond and obligation to the city,
and declaring expressly that this shall not be a precedent in similar cases
either with the said Alexander M‘Kay or his successors in office.

Air. William Craig, preceptor of the towns hospital, for himself and
the other directors of the hospital, represented to the magistrates and
council that James Parlane, the towns surgeon, had for a considerable
time past totally neglected his business, and that, notwithstanding of
repeated remonstrances, the sick persons in the hospital had been left
destitute of medical assistance, by which the most fatal consequences
might have ensued to those poor people if Mr. Robert Cowan, surgeon
in Glasgow, had not given them his advice and assistance gratis. Mr.
Craig therefore stated the absolute necessity of dismissing the said James
Parlane from his office of towns surgeon and appointing another person
in his stead. Which being considered by the magistrates and council
they do hereby dismiss the said James Parian from his office and appoint
the said Robert Cowan to be towns surgeon in his stead, upon the same
terms and with the same emoluments which were enjoyed by the said
James Parian, to commence as at the term of Lambmass 1792, and
authorize • the treasurer to pay the said emoluments to the said Robert
Cowan in time coming accordingly.

Subscribed a feu contract to John and David Todd, merchants in
Glasgow, of the piece or lot of ground upon the river Clyde lately
purchased by the said David Todd at a publick roup, for payment of
J225O sterling of grassum and a yearly feuduty of £5 sterling, doubling
the same at the entry of each heir and singular successor, in terms of 
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the articles and minutes of roup dated 5 April last, as explained by an
act of council dated 1st May last.

The lord provost produced a letter from the right honourable Henry Letter from
Dundass, one of his Majestys principal secretaries of state, informing honourable
the lord provost that he had laid before the King the address of the city Henry

1 . n • i ° , r • Dundass.of Glasgow expressing the satisfaction they had received from his Majestys
late gracious proclamation, which his Majesty had been pleased to receive
in the most gracious manner.

Dr. William Herschel, astronomer, and general Komarseuski are Honorary
unanimously admitted honorary burgesses and guild brethren of this °
city.

The lord provost and magistrates reported verbally that in obedience Report about
to former acts of council they had lett by publick roup the different Common
branches of the citys common good, with the pontage dues leviable at the good-
old and new bridges and the tonnage dues leviable ou the river Clyde,
for the ensuing year, at the following rents:—Tron and weigh house,
£301; washing house, £341; beef and mutton market, £383; fish and
potatoe market, £G0; butter, milk and eggs, £23; multures, £290; penny
per ton and cran, £281; salmon fishing sett for three years, rent per annum
£2 15s.—[Total] £1,681 15s. N.B.—The laddie dues which were in use
to be sett by roup have for some years past been collected by Mr. Diehard
Smellie, who was employed by the town for that business; and the powder
magazine is lett by private bargain by the chamberlain.

The pontage of the two bridges, of which the town are parliamentary Report of sett
trustees, was sett by publick roup, for the ensuing year, at £1,300. anSrivef6

The tonnage dues on the river Clyde, of which the toun are parlia- dues.
mentary trustees, were sett by publick roup, for the ensuing year,
at £3,205.

Kesolved that in future the rents at which the different branches of Sets of com-
the common good, the pontage dues of the bridges and the tonnage dues &°n
of the river Clyde are yearly sett shall be ingrossed in the minutes of recorded
council at the first meeting which shall be held after they are rouped, 1 * ‘
and the town clerks are directed to ingross them accordingly.1

There was presented to the magistrates and council of this city a Seal of cause
petition addressed to them, subscribed by Robert Finlay, James Stirling, Tont>ino

1 For previous sets see Bonds by tacksmen specified in appended Abstract. society.
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Robert M‘Kay, John Gordon, John Lauric, John Hamilton, junior, James
Brown and Peter Murdoch, all merchants in Glasgow, and J ohn Campbell,
esqr., receiver general of his Majestys customs in Scotland, members of
the committee of management of the Tontine society of Glasgow,—

Humbly shewing that in the month of February, 1781, a subscription was
opened in the city of Glasgow for raising a fund upon principles of tontin,
for the purpose of building a public coffeehouse with suitable accomodation
for brokers and rooms for tobacco and sugar samples [under the conditions,
rules and regulations fully recited in the petition] ; that the said society had
from time to time purchased sundry pieces of ground and houses and had built
a coffee room with a tavern and hotel, offices for brokers and a sample room,
all situated near the exchange of the city of Glasgow, which buildings were
of considerable advantage to the public from the various accomodations which
they contain, and the said society, at least the major number of the members,
had subscribed a deed of association therewith produced, whereby they ratified,
approved of and confirmed the foregoing rules and regulations and appointed
a method of holding and transferring the heritable property belonging to
the society, and whereby the petitioners were authorised to apply to the
magistrates and council for a seal of cause in favour of the society, provided
that it should appear to the annual general meeting of the society that the
obtaining such a seal of cause would be for the interest of the society, that the
said society at their annual general meeting, held agreable to the foresaid
regulations on 14th July 1791, unanimously agreed to apply to the said
magistrates and council for a seal of cause, and therefore praying the magis­
trates and council to ratify, approve of and confirm the foresaid deed of
association in the whole heads, articles and clauses thereof, and to create and
unite the members of the said society into a company and into one body politick
and corporate, by the name, stile and tittle of the Glasgow Tontine Society,
in the manner therein and herein aftermentioned, as the foresaid petition
bears.

Which petition being considered by the magistrates and council, in
council assembled, they are unanimously of opinion that the prayer of
the said petition ought to be granted and that the members of the said
society shall be formed into a corporation and body corporate in manner
herein after set down; therefore the said lord provost, magistrates and
council do hereby ratify, approve and confirm the foresaid deed of 
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association, in the whole heads, articles and clauses thereof, which are
here holden as repeated brevitatis causa, and do hereby create, erect,
constitute and unite into a company and into one body politick and
corporate, by the name, stile and tittle of the Glasgow Tontine Society,
the members of the said society, present and future, and their several and
respective successors, executors, administrators and assigns, and by that
name the said magistrates and council hereby will, grant and ordain the
said society to be vested with the rights, capacities, powers and privileges
afterwritten, viz.: —

First, the said society shall hold, have and enjoy perpetual suc­
cession and . be capable in law to acquire, by purchase or otherways,
and to hold and enjoy houses, lands and other heritage, in perpetuity,
as well as goods, chattels and other personal and moveable property,
means and [estate,] for the ends, uses and purposes of the said society,
and to sell, exchange and dispose of the same and to make other purchases
as to them shall seem proper, and likewise to lend and invest their funds upon
such securities, real or personal, as to them shall seem proper, and to borrow
monies and grant bonds or other securities for repayment thereof, all for the
uses and design of their institution. They shall also hold and enjoy persona
standi in judicio. It shall be lawfull and competent to them, by and under
the foresaid name, stile and tittle, to sue and be sued, to plead and be
impleaded, and to defend and be defended before any courts of law or equity
in all actions and pleas and concerning all accounts, matters and things, as
fully and amply as any other corporation or body politic do, may or can hold,
enjoy and exercise any of the said rights, capacities and privileges. Second,
the said society shall have and use a common seal, with full power to model,
vary, change and newmake the same from time to time at pleasure. Third,
the committee or persons of the said society to whom their lands and heritage
have been conveyed, and in whom the same are now vested, are hereby
authorized and empowered to denude and divest themselves thereof and to
convey and dispone the same to the said company, body politic and corporation,
by the name, stile and title aforesaid, and to the several and respective
successors, executors, administrators and assigns of the members thereof,
present and future, in due and competent form. Fourth, the members of the
said society, their successors and assigns for the time being, are hereby
authorized and empowered, at their general meetings, to act and determine by 
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the majority of voices present, and to grant such powers, authorities and
instructions to their committee as such majority shall judge fitt and expedient
for managing their affairs and business, and at such general meetings the
said majority are hereby authorized and empowered to make, enact and ordain
such bylaws, rules, orders and regulations, and to repeal, alter and amend
the same from time to time as they shall judge proper and expedient for the
management of their funds and the government of their affairs and business,
and for maintaining, supporting and advancing the ends, uses and purposes
of the institution of the said society, provided always that the same be not
contrary to nor inconsistent with the laws of Scotland and the acts and
statutes present and future of the magistrates and common council of the city
of Glasgow. Lastly, the city clerks and their successors in office are hereby
required to make out and deliver to the office bearers of the said society an
authentick extract of this charter of erection and seal of cause, to affix the
common seal of the city thereunto, and to renew such extract when required
by the office bearers, or any of the members of the said society, and to affix
the said city seal thereunto, which extracts shall bear faith for and against
the said magistrates and council and the members of the said society and their
successors, as effectually as if this erection and seal of cause were subscribed
by the said magistrates and council and the members of the said society, any
law, usage or practice to the contrary notwithstanding, provided always that
the reasonable expences of making the said extracts shall be paid by the said
society or such member thereof as may require the same.

9 August 1792
Authorize the treasurer to pay to William Craig and Son, timber

merchants, £113 10s. sterling, being a ballance due to them upon their
accompt for building and finishing the new Grammar School, conform­
able to an accompt which has been examined by the committee of council
on the said school and is docqueted on the back by the dean of guild as
conveener of that committee.

Appoint baillie Alston [and others] as a committee of council to
consider a proposal by the patrons of Hutchisons Hospital of purchasing
from the town a piece of ground in Gorbals called Lepers garden, or
selling to the town an old house contiguous to that garden, in case the
magistrates and council should not chuse to sell that garden, and appoint 
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the said committee to report their opinion of these matters tn the
magistrates and council.

Authorize the lord provost and magistrates to employ Air. Craig, Plan of
architect in Edinburgh, to make a plan of the ground of Meadowflatt for bldhlin^
building ground, as Mr. Craig is employed by colonel Campbell of ground.
Blythswood to make a plan of his building ground in the neighbourhood
of Meadowflatt, and it will be attended with considerable advantage to
have the streets upon the two grounds uniform to and corresponding
with each other.

A petition was presented from the parishoners of the Wynd church, Petition of •
praying that the magistrates and council would contribute some money of WynJ2^
towards executing a plan for cleaning and keeping in repair the said Church.
church, which petition is remitted to Alexander Low [and others], with
directions to them to consider the proposed scheme and to report their
opinion thereon to the magistrate and council.

There was produced a letter to the chamberlain from John Alston Submission
and Robert Pollock, masons in Glasgow, dated 24th of last month, "AKA1,810,11
proposing that certain claims which they have against the city for
damages alledged to have been sustained by them by having been deprived
of the benefit of working the Gorbals quarry, after they have laid out
considerable expence in filling it, which° letter is remitted to the same
committee who were appointed to settle with Mr. Dunlop for damages
alledged to have been done to Govan coal work by working the said
quarry, with power to the said committee to enter into a submission with
Messrs. Alston and Pollock of their claim, to name an arbiter on the part
of the magistrates and council, and to subscribe a submission in their
name and on their behalf for settling the matters in dispute, the master
of work to take the management of the submission on the part of the
city.

There was presented from Richard Smellie, collector of the statute Memorial
work money of the city, a memorial stating that he had, in the year of
If 91, in obedience to the orders of the magistrates and council, made inhabitants.
out an accurate list of the houses within the city and royalty and of the
inhabitants thereof, by which it appeared that there were 10,291 inhabited
houses within the city, the royalty thereof and the new town, that the 
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number of inhabitants of these houses amounted to 41,777, being at the
rate of about 41V persons to each house or family, exclusive of the
suburbs of Gorbals, Calton, Grahamston, Anderston, and other districts
adjacent to the city, the inhabitants of which amounted to 20,076,
according tn accurate lists made up by the ministers and other persons
who had taken that trouble upon them, so that the number of inhabitants
in the city and suburbs in 1791 amounted to 61,847, besides the country
parts of the barony parish which lyes adjacent to the city, the inhabitants
of which were 4,330; and Mr. Smellie requested that the magistrates
and council would allow him to take credit in his accompts of the statute
work for such a sum as they might judge adequate to his trouble in
making out the said lists, which consisted of two large folio volumes.
Which memorial being considered by the magistrates and council they
allow the said Richard Smellie £30 sterling for his trouble in making
out the said lists, and authorize the chamberlain to give Mr. Smellie
credit for that sum in settling his statute work accompts for this current
year 1792.

There was presented to the magistrates and council a petition
addressed to them in name of and subscribed by Robert Marshall, present
preses of the linnen printers society—

Humbly shewing that a number of years ago the said society was
instituted for charitable purposes, that the funds thereof having increased
considerably and the purposes of the institution being fully answered the
society were induced, in order to give stability and a nomen juris to it, to
apply to the magistrates of Dumbarton fox- a seal of cause erecting the society
into a body corporate, which they accordingly obtained in the yeax- 1790, that
by the said seal of cause the annual election of preses and other managers of
the society was to be held at Dumbarton, but after trial it appeared to be
more fox* the interest of all concerned that it should be held at Dumbarton
and Glasgow year about, that in that view the society had been advised to
apply to the said magistrates and council of Glasgow in order to obtain a
seal of cause, similar to that obtained at Dumbarton, which was therewith
laid before the magistrates and council, to enable the society to hold theix-
election at Glasgow and Dumbarton by turns, that the rules and regulations
of the society as engrossed in the said seal of cause were perfectly harmless
and unexceptionable, and as the institution of the society had done and would 
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still continue to do good to its members in distress, the petitioner for himself
and as representing the society humbly expected the said magistrates and
council would be disposed to sanction it and for that purpose would grant
the seal of cause prayed for, and praying it might therefore please the said
magistrates and council to grant to the said society a seal of cause, similar
to that obtained at Dumbarton, to enable them to hold their annual meetings
at Dumbarton and Glasgow by turns, which was the only addition necessary
for them, as the said petition bears. Which petition, with the seal of cause
therewith produced, being considered by the said magistrates and council, in
council assembled, they are unanimously of opinion that as the institution of
the said society may be productive of good consequences, particularly to its
members in distress, the prayer of the said petition ought to be granted;
therefore the said magistrates and council hereby ratify, approve of and
confirm the foresaid seal of cause granted by the magistrates and town council
of Dumbarton, in the whole heads, articles and clauses thereof, and did and
hereby do of new create, erect, constitute and unite the members of the said
society, present and future, by the name, stile and tittle of the Linnen Printers
Society, into one body politick and [corporate] with and under the articles
and regulations, provisions and declarations following, all which are contained
in the said seal of cause, granted by the magistrates and council of Dumbarton,
excepting the addition aftermentioned, that the annual meetings shall be held
at Glasgow and Dumbarton by turns, vizt., the management of the affairs of
this society shall stand vested in the hands of a master court to consist of
nine members, vizt., a preses, two keymasters, two collectors and four visiting
masters, all to be elected annually at the second Friday of December at 12
o’clock midday. [Here follow articles No. 1 to No. 21, specifying entry
money and other payments, qualifications of entrants, exclusion of benefits to
those neglecting payments, annual election of master court and office bearers,
bestowal of aliment and other benefits, investment of funds and keeping of
accounts, meetings of the society and behaviour of the members.] And further
the said magistrates and council of Glasgow do hereby require the city clerks
and their successors in office to make out and deliver to the office bearers of
the said society an authentick extract of this charter of erection and seal of
cause, [etc., as in similar cases].

There was presented to the magistrates and town council a petition Seal of cause
X A 4- 4-1 F W

addressed to them in name of and subscribed by doctor Thomas Charles of
Hope, physician in Glasgow, preses, and Robert Simson, visitor of the und surgeons

in Glasgow. 
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faculty of physicians and surgeons in Glasgow, in the name and in behalf
of the said faculty—

Humbly shewing that the faculty of Physicians and Surgeons in Glasgow,
with a view of establishing a permanent fund for the support of the widows
and children of the members of faculty, have laid down the following rules
and regulations for carrying that scheme into execution under the direction of
the members of faculty residing in Glasgow, vizt. :—[Here follow the rules
and regulations in a series of 21 articles. XI,300 to be set apart from funds
of Faculty, equal to £3 of annual rate from each member, affording an
annuity to widows of £11 5s., and a provision to children where no widow is
left of £56 5s., to be paid at once or annually, in equal portions, during
five years as may appear most for their interest. Members paying certain
annual rates entitled to further provisions. Contributions by future members
and payment of annuities and allowances fixed and regulated.] In order,
however, to put this usefull institution into execution, the petitioners humbly
prayed that the said magistrates and council of Glasgow would interpose their
authority and grant to the institution a seal of cause in manner therein and
herein after mentioned, as the said petition bears; which petition having been
considered by the said magistrates and council, in council assembled, they are
unanimously of opinion that the said institution, being laudable and usefull
and meriting the countenance and sanction of publick authority, the prayer
of the said petition ought to be granted; therefore the said magistrates and
council of Glasgow did and hereby do ratify, approve of and confirm the whole
articles and regulations above recited, and did and hereby do create, erect,
constitute and unite the members of the Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons
residing in Glasgow, and the trustees chosen by them as aforesaid, and their
successors in office, into one body, politic and corporate, by the name, stile
and tittle of Original and annual contributors to a scheme for raising a fund
for a provision to the widows and children of the members of the faculty of
Physicians and Surgeons in Glasgow; and by that name the said magistrates
and council will, grant and ordain the members of the said faculty and their
said trustees to be vested with the rights, capacities, powers and privileges
after written, vizt., they shall hold, have and enjoy perpetual succession and
shall be capable in law to acquire by purchase or otherwise to hold and enjoy
lands, houses and other heritage in perpetuity, as well as goods, chattels and
other personal and moveable property, means and estate; to sell, exchange
and dispose of the same, to lend and invest their funds upon real or personal 
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security, and to borrow monies and grant bonds or other securities for repay­
ment thereof, as to them shall seem proper and expedient, all for the uses
and designs of the said institution, and they shall also bo capable to receive
and hold donations and legacies for the purpose of the institution, the will
and intention of the donor as to the use and application of the donation
being always religiously observed and fulfilled, they shall likeways hold and
enjoy persona standi in judicio, it shall be lawful and competent to them by
and under the foresaid name, style and tittle to sue and be sued, to plead
and be impleaded and to defend and be defended before any courts of law or
equity, in all actions and pleas and concerning all accompts, matters and
things, as fully and amply as any other corporation or body politic do, may
or can hold, enjoy and exercise any of the said rights, capacities and privileges.
Secondly, the members of the said faculty of Physicians and Surgeons, or the
majority of them, are hereby authorized and empowered to make, enact and
ordain such bye laws, orders and regulations, and to repeal, alter and amend
the same, from time to time, as they shall judge proper and expedient, for
the management of the funds, the government of the affairs and business and
for maintaining, supporting and advancing the ends, uses and purposes of the
said institution, provided always that the same be not contrary to nor incon­
sistent with the laws of Scotland and the acts and statutes, present and future,
of the magistrates and common council of the city of Glasgow. Thirdly, the
members of the said institution shall have and use a common seal, with full
power to model, vary, change and new make the same, from time to time at
pleasure. Lastly, the city clerks and their successors in office are hereby
required to make out and deliver to the said trustees an authentick extract
of this charter of erection and seal of cause, to affix the common seal, [etc., as
in similar cases].

19 September 1792
The lord provost produced a letter from the Earl of Bute, as provost Committee to

of the burgh of Rothesay, dated 4th September current, inclosing a eopy f
of a petition from the inhabitants of that burgh to the magistrates coals ut the
thereof, complaining of frauds committed by the carters and other ®Joouliela"’’
persons delivering coals to the gaboards at the Broomielaw, by which
the inhabitants of the said burgh are alledged to be greatly imposed
upon in the measure of coals shipped for their use, and therefore praying
that proper steps might be taken for preventing these frauds in future.
The lord provost also presented a letter, addressed to him, from Mr.
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Dunlop of Garnkirk and the other coal masters in the neighbourhood of
the city, dated 13th September current, in which they express their
willingness to concurr with the magistrates and town council to put an
end to and prevent in future the frauds complained of. Which petition
and letters being considered by the magistrates and town council, they
appoint the lord provost, baillies, dean of guild and deacon conveener,
for the time being, as a committee of council to consider the matters
stated in the said letters and petition, with power to the said committee
to establish such rules and regulations as to them may appear proper
and adequate to redress the evils complained of, and recommend it to
the lord provost and magistrates to enforce those rules and regulations
by such penalties as to them may appear necessary.

There was produced a petition from the proprietors of houses and
ground in Saltmarket Street, stating that they had observed an advertise­
ment concerning the sale of Hutchisons town, and that a new avenue to
the city is proposed to be made through ono of the streets of that town,
by the old bridge across Clyde at Gorbals, and that one of the streets of
Hutchisons town is to terminate directly opposite to the south end of Salt­
market Street, and that if a bridge were built across Clyde, at the termina­
tion of the said street in Hutchisons town, so as to form a direct communi­
cation between it and Saltmarket, the publick would reap great benefit by
obtaining that commodious and direct approach to the city, by keeping
building ground at a moderate price and by preserving the compactness
of the city and preventing it from spreading too far from its present
centre, and that the properties of the petitioners would also be greatly
benefited by building the said bridge, and therefore praying that the lord
provost, magistrates and town council would take such measures as they
might judge proper for having the said bridge built at the place before
mentioned. There was also produced a petition from the committee of
patrons of Hutchisons Hospital appointed to feu their part of the barony
of Gorbals, stating that they approved of the petition before narrated
and that they conceived that building the bridge therein mentioned
would not only produce beneficial effects to the community and
inhabitants of the city of Glasgow but to the property of the said hospital,
for which reasons they concurred with the proprietors of the subjects in 
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Saltmarket Street in praying that the said bridge might be built. Which
petitions being considered by the magistrates and council they appoint
baillie John Alston [and others] as a committee of council, to consider
the proposal therein contained, and to report to the council their opinion
relative thereto.

[Referring to the minute of the town council, dated 18th April last, Police bill to
postponing the application for a police bill this session of parliament, the
magistrates and council resolved to give the necessary notices of the intended
application in the ensuing session for an act for extending the royalty,
regulating the police, feuing the glebes of the High Church and Barony
parishes, building a bridge over Clyde near the foot of the Saltmarket Street,
forming roads and streets and building a bridewell and barracks. “ But as
the magistrates and council have not yet determined actually to apply for the
said act during the ensuing session of parliament, they reserve the considera­
tion of that measure till a future period, and in the meantime continue the
committee” formerly appointed.]

The committee appointed to consider the proposal of the heritors of RePor^ on11 1 1 . ground
the barony parish to purchase part of the ground lately acquired by behind the
the town from Mr. Riddell, in order to build a church upon, reported Church-
that they were of opinion that after laying off as much of the said ground
as will square the infirmary grounds, the Viccar Alley ought to be
carried exactly to the boundary of the ground, after doing which the
heritors of the barony parish might be accomodated with a piece of
ground in the north west corner, which would suit their purpose without
any inconvenience to the High Church or the Infirmary, and that if
the report was approved of the quantity of ground to be sold to the heritors
and the price thereof might be settled by a committee of council; which
report being considered bv the magistrates and council they approve
thereof and remitt it to the same committee to carry the report into
execution and to conclude a bargain with the heritors of the barony parish
for the purchase of the ground therein mentioned.

The committee on the ground behind the weigh house gave in a Ground at the
report, stating it as their opinion that 58 feet of the ground immediately
north of the weigh house should be reserved for an area with cellars and *^rriL'd iuto
lofts for depositing goods therein, as an addition to the weigh house,
and to be included in the annual setts thereof; that 71 feet of ground

2 n
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further north should be converted into a court of cellars and lofts, to be
let for behoof of the town; that 60 feet of ground further north, fronting
Cotton Street,1 should be converted into a butter and cheese market; that
30 feet farther north should be appropriated to the accomodation of
Thomas Howie’s English waggons, with buildings proper for that purpose
erected upon it, for which he is willing to pay a reasonable rent; that
the remaining 106 feet of ground, or so much thereof as will be found
necessary for the purpose, should be converted into a meal market; that
a regular row of buildings should be erected alongst the whole west front
of the ground, from the weigh house entry to the north west corner of
Incle Street,2 the lower storry of which should be formed into houses or
shops entering from the street and the two upper storries into lofts
entering from the back or the inside of the courts, and that a row of
sheds should be erected along the whole length of the ground from
north to south, on the east side of the ground, the lower part of which
should be left open for the reception and sheltering of carts, waggons and
other carriages, and the upper parts should be occupied for warehouses,
having doors in each storrey and blocks and tackle for raising goods into
them; and alongst with the report the committee produced a ground plan
of the proposed buildings, with a sketch of an elevation thereof. Which
report, plans and elevation, being considered by the magistrates and
council, they approve thereof and remit to the said committee to carry the
said report and plans into execution and to advertise for and contract
with tradesmen for erecting the foresaid buildings.

Report about There was produced a letter from baillie Alston to the magistrates
cUyPwith° th° and council, dated 1st September current, accompanied with a report
water. by James Gordon of Edinburgh, dated 26th November 1788, relative to a

scheme for supplying the city with good water; which report had been
made at the desire of the magistrates and town council who were in office
at the date thereof, and upon which no subsequent procedure had been
made. The magistrates and council appoint baillie Alstons letter and the
said report to be ingrossed in the book of the committee reports, but delay
the consideration of the scheme mentioned in the said report to a future
period.

1 Now Cochrane Street. 2 Now Montrose Street.
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[The following are excerpts from the report referred to :—]
“ Report on the supply of water to the city of Glasgow from the north

and north east, by James Gordon, superintendent of works and police for the
city of Edinburgh. To the right honourable the lord provost of Glasgow. My
lord,—By the survey made to the north and north east of the city of Glasgow
last month there appeared, in my opinion, only two objects from which an
effectual supply of water could be procured for its inhabitants. The one is
the branch of the great canal upon which the bason is formed; the other the
rivulet of water called Garngads Burn, with the deficiencies made up from
the Monkland Canal.

With regard to the first of those objects of supply, there can be no doubt
of its proving effectual in point of quantity. But it is attended with circum­
stances which I confess induces me rather to considei* it in a disagreable point
of view. The navigation upon the canal is so considerable of sloops, passage
boats, &c., that the water must be polluted with filth of the most nauseous kind.
This objection, together with the obstacles that I presume would be thrown in
the way by the proprietors of the canal, are in my apprehension sufficient
reasons for considering this object at least in a second place.

With regard to the other object of supply, called Garngads Burn. By a
measurement made of this burn on the 27th of October last it yielded 56 Scots
pints in a quarter of a minute, or 224 pints per minute. If this flow of water
should hold out, at or neai’ the same rate of delivery for eight or nine months
in the year, and for the other three or four months should even decrease to
70 oi’ 80 pints per minute, I would not hesitate to declare it an object well
worth the attention of the magistrates of Glasgow, provided they are satisfied
with the quality of the water. From what has been reported to me of the
number of the inhabitants, I presume 150 to 200 pints per minute, in addition
to the water procured from the pump wells, would be fully sufficient for the
supply of the city. This quantity may be procured from Garngads burn in the
following manner, provided it do not at any time fall lower than 70 or 80 pints
per minute, or that its deficiencies cannot be made up to that amount from the
Monkland Canal. [Here follow descriptions of ponds, dams, and pipes pro­
posed to be constructed and laid.]

It may be suggested that water is injured by being stagnated or ponded.
It is found by experience that water, like other liquids, purifies itself by being
deprived of motion, and fines itself by the matter with which it mixed either
rising to the surface or falling to the bottom. If, therefore, those ponds are 
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fed in the dry season by the burn, or by the burn and canal together, at the
rate beforementioned, I am of opinion the water will be sufficiently freshened
to preserve.its purity and sweetness, and that it will even bo purer from the
ponds than if conveyed directly from the burn itself.

Should the magistrates incline to put in execution any of those modes of
supply, I will on a future occasion take the liberty of laying before them a
few observations relating to the distribution of the water thro’ the city of
Glasgow. In those parts of the country where the distribution of water is well
understood, it is rendered not only a desirable convenience to the inhabitants
but a most certain lucrative concern to those who undertake it. Tn London and
other cities in England there are many water companies (as they are called) or
societies of gentlemen who enter into copartnership for the collecting and
distributing watei’ to various parts of those cities. The revenues of those
concerned are very considerable, and run from £1,500 sterling to £50,000
sterling per annum. By means of the spire elm pipes, the conveyance is so
effectual, and at same time attended with, so little expence, that I flatter
myself, upon a proper enquiry into the situation of the city of Glasgow, with
regard to its demands for private watei* pipes and accurate estimates being
laid before your lordship and the magistrates of the exponce of collecting and
distributing a proper supply of water from the objects before mentioned (or
others if any are found more eligible) together with the revenue that would
naturally arise therefrom, it would be found much for the interest as well as
the conveniency of the city to adopt the measure in its fullest extent. From the
short survey of the grounds which my time would permit when last at Glasgow,
it appeared to me that the level ground immediately below and running along
the foot of the bank of the Monkland Canal, between the bleachfield and the
bason, would be a proper situation for a triple pond from which the dis­
tributing pipes should depart for the city. But of this and other particulars
of the level of the ground, &c., a more minute examination can be made on a
future occasion, provided the operation is determined upon.

If, in the meantime, your lordship and the magistrates wish to be satisfied
in those or any other particulars in which my information or presence at
Glasgow can be of the smallest use, I will, with the greatest pleasure, attend
your command. I am, [&c.], (Signed) James Gordon. Edinburgh, 26
November 1788.1

Report of The committee appointed to consider a petition from the sitters in
committee on 1

1 MS. Report Book, 1782-99, pp. 266-76.
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the Wynd Church gave in a report stating it as their opinion that the
magistrates and council ought to give <£5 sterling for cleaning the said
church at present, and ought to allow £4 sterling annually for keeping it
clean in time to come, and further that the seats in the said church were
under rented in comparison of some of the other churches in town and
therefore that the front galleries and principal seats in the body of
the Wynd Church might be raised at least one shilling for each sitter.
The magistrates and council delay the consideration of the said report till
a future period.

[Persons in hospital on 9th August last, 373, “ including the housekeeper, Assessment
clerk, chaplain and two servants;” poor children put out to nurse, 107;^orPoor‘
families in indigent circumstances supplied with meal in their own homes, 223;
estimated deficiency £1,582 sterling, to be raised by assessment as formerly.]

The lord provost reported that he and the magistrates had purchased Purchase of
from John King, flesher in Glasgow, his tack of the towns park at the Kin°3
head of the Green, for which they had paid £100 sterling in cash and had
agreed to discharge the said John King of his years rent due at Martinmas
next, amounting to £50 sterling, in consideration of which the said John
King had granted a renunciation of his tack, dated 7th September current
and registered in the Burgh Court books on the 8th day of the said month,
the magistrates having judged that purchase necessary in order to
compleat the purpose for which the town lately purchased the lands of
Provosthaugh from Mr. Patrick Bell, by adding these fields to the
pasture ground of the Green of Glasgow; which report being considered
by the magistrates and council they approve of the said purchase and
authorize the treasurer to pay the said £100 sterling to the said John
King, and authorize the chamberlain to discharge the years rent due by
John King at Martinmas next and to take credit for the same in his
accompts.

1 October 1792
The committee of council appointed to consider a proposal made Report of

by the collector of customs for building a house for the use of the custom
house officers, at the Broomielaw, gave in a report that in their opinion custom house
the building would interfere with the convenience of the harbour and thatofficers'
Mr. Clark thought that the crown would in time coming* claim the 
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house as their property if it was built, and therefore the committee
thought that Mr. Clarks proposal ought to be refused. The magistrates
and council approve of the report, and refuse to allow the said house
to be built.

Report of The committee of council appointed to consider about building a golf
aboutgolf house in the Green reported that they had conversed with the society
house. called the Golf Club on that subject, who were willing to pay a rent

for ten years certain, of any sum the town might expend in building the
said house, not exceeding .£250, with a break in the tack in the towns
favour, at any period thereof, upon giving the society six months previous
warning, in consideration of which the society were to have one room
appropriated to their sole use, another room in the house being for the
use of the publick, and that the society would be at the sole expence of
keeping the house in repair during the period of the tack. Which report
being considered by the magistrates and council, they approve thereof,
with this difference that the said society shall be bound to take a tack
of the house for fifteen years at the rent aforesaid, with a break in the
towns favours as before specified. Remit it to the committee on the
Green to get plans of the intended Golf house and to contract with trades­
men for building and finishing it. And also remit to the lord provost
and magistrates for the time being to enter into a tack of the said house,
when built, with the members of the golf club, in the terms before
specified.

Baillie of [William Bell elected eldest bailie of the towns of Port Glasgow and
Port Glasgow Newark.]
and Is ewark. ,

Ordain the treasurer to pay to Archibald Cameron, apprentice to Mr.
M'Lehose, hosier, £5 5s. sterling for his activity in discovering and
apprehending James Plunket, after he escaped from prison and was under
sentence of death.

There was presented a petition from James Foyar, keeper of the cells 
and hL^°'ar’ ^he towns hospital, stating that the fatigue and trouble of his office
meutrJ(iaUg years greatly increased and that his sallary of £24 sterling,

and yearly allowance of £1 sterling, paid to him alongst with the other
officers, were inadequate to the labour of his office, and therefore praying
that his sallary might be augmented to such a sum as might appear

Precept to
Archibald
Cameron.

Precept to
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reasonable to the magistrates and council, and they having considered
the said petition and that the said James Foyar has executed the duties
of his office with fidelity and activity, ordain the treasurer to pay him
£6 sterling in addition to his sallary for this current year, and to continue
to pay that addition annually unless the order shall be recalled; declaring,
however, that this additional sallary is to be paid only during the will
and pleasure of the magistrates and council and whilst the said James
Foyar continues to perform the duties of his office to their satisfaction,
and that it shall hot be considered as a precedent in fixing the sallary of
the said James Foyars successors in office.

2 October 1792
[Gilbert Hamilton, provost; Robert Muirhead and Laurence Craigie, of Election of

the merchant rank, and Robert Robertson, of the crafts rank, bailies.] provost and
’ ’ J bailies.

5 October 1792
[Thirteen merchants and twelve craftsmen councillors for the ensuing Election of

councillors.
9 October 1792

The lord provost produced a plan of the ground upon which it is Committee to
proposed to build the new bridge across Clyde opposite to the Saltmarket bmkHno^Salt-

Street, and of the intended streets and roads leading to and from that market
bridge, the consideration of which is referred to the committee who bridg0‘
were appointed on 19th of last month to report their opinion with regard
to the expediency of building the said bridge; which report the said
committee are requested to give in to the first meeting of council after the
election of the dean of guild and the deacon conveener, till which time the
plan is ordered to lye in the council chamber for the inspection of the
members of council. The magistrates and council also recommend it to
the said committee to consider of the most beneficial manner of laying
out the ground, belonging to the town, which lyes on both sides of the
street which will lead to the said bridge, in case it be built, and to get
a plan of the said ground, dividing it into building lotts, made out, to
be produced with their report; and as it has been suggested that building
the said bridge may possibly be the cause, in times of floods, of greater
inundations in the Bridgegate, Saltmarket Street, and other parts of the 

year.]
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town in that neighbourhood than happens at present, the committee are
requested to get the opinion of engineers or other persons of skill whether
or not building the bridge is likely to have that effect, and whether or not
any effectual method can be taken for preventing any risk of damage from
the cause beforementioned, and to produce that opinion alongst with their
report.

10 October 1792
Election of [John Dunlop, dean of guild; James M'Lehose, deacon convener; Robert
dean of guild, treasurer; William Bogle, bailie of Gorbals; James Shaw, wright in

Gorbals, conjunct bailie of Gorbals; John Brown, master of work; John Hood,
water bailie; George Millar, bailie of Provan; William Steel, visitor of
maltmen; David Hutchison, procurator fiscal; John Orr and John Wilson,
town clerks.]

Directors, [Appointments of directors of the towns hospital, annual committee,
commis-eeS’ committee on public works, Clyde commissioners, bridge commissioners;
sioners. committees on Grammar School, tradesmen’s accounts, quartering soldiers,

bridewell and Sunday schools.]
Committee Nominate and appoint the lord provost [and others] as a committee
Qreen^rf°Ving couiicil for executing, directing and superintending the different

alterations and improvements which are appointed by former acts of
council to be made on the Green of Glasgow, including the building of the
intended golf house, hereby superceding the committees formerly
appointed for these purposes, but still continuing to the lord provost and
baillies the commission which was granted to them by the act of council
of the 1st October current to grant and subscribe a tack of the said golf
house after it is built and finished.

24 October 1792
Appoint the dean of guild [and others] and the town clerks, as a

committee, to enquire about the freehold superiorities belonging to the
city and to consider how far it will be expedient to dispose of the whole
or part thereof, and if so into what lotts they ought to be divided, and also
to enquire what casualties arise from these superiorities, and to report
their opinion relative to those matters,

The lord provost produced a copy of a minute of the visitor of the
maltmen, deacon of the bakers, deacon of the fleshers and deacon of the

Glasgow.

Towns free­
hold
superiorities.

Minute of
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about
barracks.
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gardners, and several members of these trades, who had at his lordships
request met to consider the proposal of building barracks within the
royalty of the city, which minute is remitted to the committee of council
who are appointed to consider the proposed scheme of erecting these
barracks.

Appoint James M‘Dowall [and others] as a committee of council Rents of
a a • • "i cl) 11 roll s CcKto enquire about the present state of the rents of the seats in the different

churches in town and to consider whether any or what rise ought to be
made on the rents of the seats in any of those churches, and to report
their opinion relative thereto.

The committee of council who were appointed to consider the proposal Report about
of building a bridge over the river Clyde, nearly opposite to the foot Saltmarket.
of the Saltmarket, gave in a report, the tenor of which follows: —

“ The committee are of opinion that the proposed bridge would be of great
advantage to the town in general, and particularly to the Saltmarket and the
neighbouring streets and grounds. The committee approve of the line pointed
out by a plan now before them, as the best place for erecting the bridge, and
they are of opinion that the city as a community would be benefited by
acquiring building ground from the foot of the Saltmarket through the lower
part of the Green, which would give about 440 feet of front on each side of
the proposed street leading to the bridge, the steadings of which the committee
suggest should be 90 feet deep on the east side and 160 feet deep on the west
side. They are also of opinion that the proposed bridge would increase the
value of the towns property on the south side of the river, as the access to
those grounds would be thereby rendered much nearer and more convenient,
all the intended streets from the river through Hutchisons Hospital grounds
terminating at oi' near Gushet-fauld, on the great road leading to the shire of
Ayr. The committee are of opinion that to render the steadings at the lower
end of the Green more productive it would be proper to turn the course of the
Molendinar burn from the way it runs at present and to carry it through the
slaughter house, which they suppose could be done at a moderate expence, and
which would have the effect, in case the slaughter house cannot be removed,
of making it cleaner and of course the smell less offensive than it is at present.
It does not appeal' to the committee that placing a bridge in the situation
proposed could have any bad effect, by subjecting the lower part of the town
to be oftener flooded than it is at present, provided the bridge be so constructed
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as to issue more water than the old bridge, and the channel of the river be
widened which appears to be intended by the plan now before them, but they
recommend that the opinion of Mr. Whitworth or some other respectable
engineer should be taken on this point. At the same time the committee
suggest that, whatever the opinion of engineers may be on this point, a certain
remedy presents itself by embanking the river from the herds house to the
bridge, which would secure the green entirely from any floods from that
quarter. This they are informed would cost about ,£150 sterling, if executed
on the same principles with the embanking at Shawfield and Hamilton farm,
but will not cost near so much if raised by the rubbish of the toun. The
committee have been informed that the intended bridge, which is to be 2G feet
clear at least within the parapet walls, will cost towards £G,000 sterling,
and it is expected that the patrons of Hutchisons Hospital will subscribe
£2,000, Mr. Houston Rae £1,000, and the proprietors of houses and grounds
in the Saltmarket and neighbouring streets, who will reap such immediate
and great advantage from this plan, £1,500 and upwards; and as the toun
of Glasgow will be also considerably benefited by it, the committee humbly
propose that £500 should be given by the community. They, however, wish
it to be understood that the same pontage shall be levied at the intended bridge
as at the present bridges till the debt contracted for building the one at the
foot of Jamaica Street be paid. Glasgow, 13 October 1792.”

Which report being considered by the magistrates and council they
approve thereof and continue the committee formerly appointed on this
business, with power to them to co-operate with the other communities and
persons interested in the erection of the bridge before mentioned in taking
the preparatory steps for carrying the scheme into execution, and to report
from time to time to the magistrates and council the progress made in the
business.

22 November 1792
The magistrates and council, considering that the intended Crinan

canal (relative to which the lord provost produced a letter from the duke
of Argyle, with sundry other papers) will be an undertaking of great
publick benefit, agreed to subscribe, in name of the city, for four shares
of <£50 each, towards making the said canal, and authorize the chamber-
lain from time to time to pay the calls of their said subscription to such
person as should be properly authorized to receive and discharge the 
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same; and the lord provost accordingly did, in presence of the council,
subscribe for the said four shares, in the name of the city, on a subscrip­
tion paper which had been transmitted to him by the duke of Argyle.

The committee of council who were appointed to consider the state Report^about
of the city’s freehold superiorities, reported that they had found upon superiorities.
examination that the city were superiors of lands holding of the crown to
the amount of £1,318 Scots of valuation, including £100 Scots as the
valuation of the village, bailliary and jurisdiction of Gorbals, but
exclusive of the superiority of Linnenhaugh and Broken Acres, amounting
to £249 6s. 8d. Scots, and the committee gave it as their opinion that the
magistrates and council ought to sell as much of their foresaid
superiorities as would make two freehold qualifications for voting for a
member of parliament for the county of Lanark, and that the superiorities
to be sold ought to be those of Milton, belonging in property to Francis
Stewart Crawford, esqr., and of part of the barony of Gorbals, and that
the remaining parts of the towns superiorities ought not to be disposed
of at present. Which report being considered by the magistrates and
council they approve thereof and agree to sell, by publick roup, the
superiority of the lands of Mil ton, extending to £150 Scots of valuation,
and as much of the superiority of the barony of Gorbals, extending, in
cumulo, to £1,000 Scots of valuation, as will make two freehold qualifica­
tions for the county of Lanark, and appoint the town clerks to take the
necessary legal steps for carrying the said sale into execution, and upon
that being done appoint the lord provost and magistrates, as a committee
of council, with power to execute and subscribe articles and conditions of
roup for selling the said two freehold qualifications for and on behalf
of the city of Glasgow and to carry the said sale into execution.

Appoint the lord provost a delegate, for and on behalf of the Delegate to
magistrates, town council and community of the city of Glasgow, to attend attend a
a meeting of the heritors, feuars and elders of the parish of Gorbals, ^Gorbals
which is appointed to be held tomorrow, the 23rd November current, heritors.
for considering the present state of the parish and how far it will be
proper and expedient to nominate an assistant and successor to the
reverend Mr. William Anderson, their present minister, with power to
the said delegate to deliberate and vote in that business, or in any other
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it in contemplation to alter and new modell the said establishment, so as to
reduce the number of officers who were to execute the business of the
courts to ten instead of sixteen, and that the other six officers should be
appointed to attend the magistrates and execute their orders and directions
with regard to matters of police, with suitable sallaries for their trouble,
in full of all their former emoluments of office, which should be divided
among the ten court officers instead of the whole sixteen officers as
formerly, that if the council approved of the general outlines of this
scheme the magistrates would reduce it into proper form and afterwards
present it to the council for their ratification and approbation; which
report being considered by the magistrates and council they approve
thereof and remit it to the lord provost and magistrates to make out
a more particular state of the proposed scheme and to report.1

Nominate and ^appoint Robert Jones, son of Nathaniel Jones, the
1 Written on margin :—“See act of council of the 20th of December, 1792,” pp. 495-500.

business that may be laid before the said meeting in which the city of
Glasgow may be interested, declaring that the acts and votes of the said
delegate shall be binding and obligatory upon the magistrates and town
council of the city of Glasgow.

Air. William Craig reported verbally that the four rooms above the
Grammar School, which he had been impowered to finish and repair, were
now nearly repaired and in condition to be set for warehouses, which
being considered by the magistrates and council they resolved to set the
said rooms, and remit to the committee on the Grammar School to set
the said rooms by publick roup, for such a number of years as to them
shall appear proper and expedient, the entry to commence at Candlemass
next, and grant commission to the said committee to execute and subscribe
articles of roup for setting the said rooms in name and on behalf of the
magistrates and council, it being expressly declared that the said rooms
shall be set as warehouses only and shall not be used in any manner or
for any purpose which shall be prejudicial to the Grammar School, or shall
in any manner interrupt or disturb the master or scholars of the school
in the exercise of their respective functions and duties.

Alteration of The lord provost reported that the magistrates, upon considering the
the establish- present establishment of town officers and of the police of the city, hadment of towns f, . , , , ,, , , ,, , "
officers. J
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present keeper of the exchange, to be assistant and successor to his father exchange
in the said office, upon the same terms and under the same conditions,
declarations and restrictions under which the said Nathaniel Jones holds
that office, as are expressed in an act of council of Gth May, 1784, with this
alteration that the said Robert Jones shall not be employed to go messages
from the exchange during the hours in which his attendance is required
and necessary there and that he shall pay £10 sterling yearly to his
father during his life.

The committee of council who were appointed to consider the process Process
at the towns instance against Mr. Burns, minister of the barony parish Burns,
of Glasgow, for having cut down trees alledged to have been the property of
of the city, which were planted in the neighbourhood of his glebe, gave
in a report, which being considered by the magistrates and council they
resolve to awaken and to insist in the said process, and authorize the
procurator fiscal to take the proper steps for carrying this resolution into
execution.

Agree to submit a dispute between the city and Mr. Alexander Submission
Oswald, merchant in Glasgow, relative to the property of some ground and at Broomie-1
trees near the Broomolaw, which submission Mr. Oswald proposed in a law-
lettei* from him to the lord provost, dated 31st of last month, and
authorize the lord provost and magistrates to name an arbiter and execute
and subscribe the submission for and on behalf of the magistrates, town
council, and community of the city.

The dean of guild produced an accompt given him by George George
Crawford, writer in Glasgow, for drawing a bond for £8,050 sterling, forF„TmfSir
which he charged £8 8s. besides 14s. sterling for stamped paper, and for writing a
which he debited the town and merchants house equally. The magistrates
and council refuse to pay their share of the said accompt, which they
consider to be very extravagantly charged.

Agree to set in tack, for eleven years, to John Orr, esqr., one of the Agree to set
town clerks, that part of the Old Green of Glasgow lying on the south Grten^&c.
side of the ropework companys walk, and that piece of ground lying in tack.
on the north side of the river Clyde and on the south side of Clyde Street,
his term of entry to commence as at the term of Martinmass, 1792; which
ground is at present possessed by Gavin Bouze and John Hanna, fleshers 
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in Glasgow, but who are to flit at Candlemass 1793, declaring that the
said ground is to be used by the said John Orr, or any persons to whom
he may subset any part of it, for pasture ground only and for no other
purpose whatever, and that the said John Orr and his subtenants shall
leave the said ground sufficiently fencible at the expiration of the tack.
It is also declared that the said John Orr shall have power to subset the
whole or any part of the said ground, but that the tack shall fall and
become void provided the magistrates and town council shall at any period
of it sett or otherwise dispose of the said ground or shall have occasion to
convert it to any other purpose or to use it in any other manner than for
pasture ground, in any of which events the said John Orr and his sub­
tenants shall be obliged to flit and remove from the said ground upon
three months’ previous notice; for which ground the said John Orr has
agreed to pay ten pounds sterling of yearly rent. . . . And the said
John Orr, being present in council, accepted of the foresaid tack of £he
said ground and obliges himself, by subscribing this act of council, to
implement and fulfill his part of the foresaid obligations and to enter
into a formal tack with the magistrates and council to the foresaid effect
when required so to do, which the magistrates and council hereby become
bound to grant to him when he requires them so to do.

Precept to Authorize the treasurer to pay to John Barry, son of the deceased
o in Barry. pames J3arrV; the city’s land surveyor, his fathers sallary from Whit­

sunday to Martinmass, 1792, he having died only a few weeks previous
to the last of these terms, the said John Barry upon receiving payment
of the said half years sallary delivering to the city clerks the whole
papers, maps and plans, belonging to the city, which were in his fathers
custody.

10 December 1792
Resolutions The magistrates and council unanimously voted the following
against sedi- resolutions: —
tious meet-
ingsaud We, ior(j pj-ovost, magistrates and common council of the city of
publications. e . • .Glasgow, in council assembled, being firmly attached to the constitution

under which we enjoy the blessings of a well regulated government, consider it
our duty to make a publick declaration of our principles and sentiments with
regard to the present state of this part of the kingdom. We behold with 
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abhorence the attempts which have of late been made to sedition in the minds
of the people, by assembling them in factious meetings and by publishing and
circulating writings tending to stir up among them discontent with their
condition and disaffection to government. We therefore unanimously resolve
to support and defend the constitution of our country established at the
Revolution and to preserve loyalty to our King and obedience to the laws, as the
best means of securing the blessings we at present enjoy and of perpetuating
them to posterity. We also resolve to use our utmost exertions to prevent all
tumults and riots and to counteract the mischievous tendency of these meetings
and publications, which by unfair representations and false reasoning
promulgate principles subversive of peace and good order, and which if
reduced to practice would ruin our flourishing commerce and manufactures,
and would involve the kingdom in anarchy, confusion and misery. And we
trust that, in carrying these resolutions into execution, we will be supported
by the corporations and communities of this city and by all the inhabitants
who wish for its prosperity and for the safety and protection of their persons
and property. We appoint these resolutions to be engrossed in the records
of council and to be published in the London, Edinburgh, and Glasgow news­
papers. Signed in our name and presence, and by our appointment.

Nominate and appoint David Dale, esqr., a member of council, to David Dale,
be the manager of the Glasgow Royal Infirmary for the ensuing year from appointed
the (blank) day of January, 1793, to the (blank) day of January, 1794, manager of
who is appointed by the royal charter of the Infirmary to be chosen by Royal1X8S°W
the magistrates and town council of Glasgow. Infirmary.

The lord provost produced two letters to him from Mr. Burns, minister Two letters
of the barony parish, relative to the process at the towns instance against Burns^1’
him for cutting down trees near his glebe, which being considered the
magistrates and council remit them to the committee upon that process,
Messrs. John Hamilton, John Tenant and the master of work, to converse
with Mr. Burns more fully on the subject, to show him the acts of council
by which the towns right to the trees in dispute is established, when if
is supposed Mr. Burns will settle that matter without the necessity of
wakening and carrying on the said process.

20 December 1792
The magistrates and council, considering that the office of agent for Counsel and
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the town at Edinburgh has become vacant, by the death of Mr. Lawrence
Hill, and that by the appointment of William Craig, esqr., to be one of the
judges of the court of session, who was one of the towns counsel, that
office has also become vacant, appoint a meeting of council to be held
on Thursday, 27th December current, in order to chuse successors in the
said offices to the said Lawrence Hill and William Craig, esqr.

Appoint John Tennent, John M'Aslan and the master of work, as a
committee of council, to consider a proposal made by Alexander Lyon,
tacksman of the towns mill, for making certain alterations upon the
road between the said mill and Glasgow, specified in a letter from the said
Alexander Lyon to the master of work, dated 4th December current,
and appoint the said committee to report their opinion on the business
between and the next meeting of council.

The magistrates and council, considering- that his Majesty, by a
proclamation dated 1st December current, “ had offered certain bounties
to all seamen and landsmen who should, on or before 31st December
current, voluntarily enter themselves on board the royal navy,” and being- 
desirous to testify their loyalty to his Majesty and zeal for the publick
service in the present situation of this kingdom, unanimously resolve to
offer, and do hereby offer, a bounty of £2 2s. to every able seaman, and
of £1 Is. to every ordinary seaman, over and above his Majestys bounty,
who shall, on or before the said 31st December current, appear in the
council chamber of Glasgow and voluntarily enter themselves to serve in
the royal navy; which bounties will be paid by the city chamberlain
upon the seamens being approved of as fit for his Majestys service by the
regulating captain, or other proper officer appointed or to be appointed
at Greenock or Port Glasgow for receiving seamen for the navy, it being
provided and declared that the seamen entittled to the bounty hereby
offered shall not be above the age of 50 nor under the age of 20 years
and that they shall reside in or belong to the city of Glasgow or the towns
of Port Glasgow, Greenock, Crawfordsdyke, Guroch or Inverkip.

Report about The lord provost and magistrates gave in a report relative to the
establish- intended alteration of the establishment of the town officers of the citv,inent or town t
officers. the tenor of which follows: —

“ There are at present sixteen town officers who do the business of the
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courts and execute the orders of the magistrates in matters of the police
promiscuously. There are some of the present officers who from age and
infirmities are unfit for the duties of their offices. These ought to be struck
off the list altogether, and those of them who deserve it ought to be provided
from some of the charitable funds, or have small pensions settled upon them
during their lives or till they be better provided for. It may be also considered
how far it may be propel” to allow them to draw their shares of the burgess
fines and infeftment money and other casual emoluments of office alongst with
the ten court officers aftermentioned during the period aforesaid. Ten good
officers are sufficient to execute the court business, both for the Mondays and
Fridays courts and in the summary verbal civil complaints before the magis­
trates. But if the court officers were reduced to ten it would be necessary
to have them better qualified for the business than some of the present officers
are, several of whom write so imperfectly as to be unable to make out an
execution or charge with their own hands. Instead of the six officers who are
to be struck off the list of court officers six persons, to be called magistrates
officers, ought to be appointed, and some of the present officers might be
appointed magistrates officers alongst with as many other persons as would
make their number six. These six magistrates officers ought to have fixed yearly
sallaries, such as the magistrates can agree with them for, which ought to be
in full of their whole emoluments except when they were sent out of town
or put upon services of extraordinary trouble or expence, and except their
cloathing which might be different and distinguished from those of the court
officers, in such a manner as the magistrates might fix upon, it being under­
stood that the six magistrates officers should draw no shares of the casual
emoluments of office arising from burgess fines, infeftments, seed and harvest
crowns, and money for shoes and stockings, which should continue to be paid
only to the ten court officers, amongst whom the 'two first of these branches
of perquisites ought to be divided alongst with the superannuated officers, if
that should be thought proper; it being also understood that when the
magistrates officers attend at giving infeftments they shall perform that service
gratis, and that they shall walk with the magistrates in all processions alongst
with the court officers, and that one or two of them shall always attend the
sitting magistrate to obey his directions and orders.

The duty of the magistrates officers ought to be—1st, To endeavour to
detect house and shop breaking, theft, pocket picking, and other crimes of
that natuie, by procuring information when and where they are committed,

2 i
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of the goods stolen, and the circumstances of the cases; to execute warrants
for apprehending persons accused of these crimes, and for searching for stolen
goods, and bringing the persons in whose custody they are found before the
magistrates to be examined. 2nd, To apprehend and take into custody old
offenders who have been convicted and banished for crimes, for which purpose
they ought to take every means to procure information of the characters of
people who keep publick houses frequented by persons of that description,
and to report that information from time to time to the magistrates, that these
haunts may be suppressed and the licenses for retailing liquors be taken from
or refused to them in subsequent years. The officers ought to be particularly
attentive to this branch of their duty at the time of the year when these licenses
are given out. 3rd, To discover and detect the resetters of stolen goods and
pawnbrokers and auctioneers who purchase goods at under value from
persons of suspicious characters, and to report their information about these
persons to the magistrates. 4th, To take into custody all vagabonds, vagrants,
idle and disorderly persons, who cannot give a proper account of their manner
of living, and persons begging upon the streets, and to carry them before
the magistrates for examination and punishment if they shall be found to
deserve it. 5th, To assist in suppressing all riots, mobs and squabbles on
the streets, and to take into custody persons guilty of those offences, that they
may be proceeded against in terms of law. 6th, In order to perform the fore­
going parts of their duty and to prevent crimes of the foregoing description,
they ought frequently to patrole the streets in the evening and during the
night time, and to report to the magistrates every morning after these patroles
what they have done or discovered on the preceding night. 7th, To apprehend
persons driving carts and other carriages furiously along the streets of the
city, and riding upon them, or carrying wood and timber, contrary to the acts
of parliament and regulations of the magistrates and council, and also persons
driving cattle alongst the streets to the slaughter house or other places contrary
to the regulations of the magistrates, and to carry the persons guilty of the
offences before mentioned before the magistrates to be proceeded against in
terms of law. 8th, To give information to the magistrates of all incumbrances,
nuisances and rubbish of every kind that are laid upon the streets, and of
persons erecting stalls for selling goods, furniture, books and provisions, and
exposing these articles to sale upon the streets or side pavements thereof, and to
carry persons guilty of these offences before the magistrates to be proceeded
against in terms of law. 9th, To give information when the lamps of the
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city are not lighted according to the obligations upon the contractors, and
against persons who break or destroy the lamps, whether intentionally or
accidentally. 10th, To attend, as well as the ten court officers, at all fires which
break out in the city and to assist in extinguishing them, and to inform
against persons whose chimneys take fire, that they may be fined in terms
of the acts of council made for that purpose. And upon the whole it shall
be the duty of the magistrates officers to give their assistance and information
in all matters relative to the police of the city and to observe and obey the orders
and directions of the magistrates in that branch of their business. 11th, The
magistrates officers should upon no account whatever execute any part of the
business of the civil courts held by the magistrates, for which they ought to be
declared expressly incompetent, and no executions of citation, arreastments,
charges, acts of warding or dilligences of any sort, in actions or decrees of the
town courts, should be valid or effectual if executed by them.

As the whole criminal business is proposed in future to be executed by
the magistrates officers, except upon extraordinary occasions when the court
officers must also be employed in that line, in which they must obey the orders
of the magistrates, and as the casual emoluments of the court officers will be
increased by being divided into ten instead of sixteen shares, the practice of
giving precepts or orders to the officers upon the master of work or treasurer for
money for apprehending criminals and carrying them to the tolbooth, house of
correction, cells or bridewell, and attending examinations and precognitions,
ought to be abolished, except in cases of extraordinary trouble, by which a
very considerable saving will be made in the expenditure of the city’s revenue.

The names and places of residence of the court and magistrates officers,
the council officer, the keeper of the council chamber, the jailor and the
under jailors, and the keepers of the house of correction, bridewell and cells
at the towns hospital, ought to be inserted annually in the Glasgow Almanack,
and it may be proper to insert in the newspapers a short account of the
proposed alteration of the establishment of officers with their respective names
and places of residence.

The lord provost and magistrates are also of opinion that none of the town
or magisti ates officers ought to be sheriff or commissary officers, or be allowed
to keep publick houses.”

Which report being read to and considered by the magistrates and
council, they approve thereof, and authorize and empower the lord provost
and magistrates to carry the alterations of the establishment of town 
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officers therein specified into execution, with such small alterations as they
may think proper to make upon the said establishment, and also to
appoint such sallaries to the magistrates officers as they shall find adequate
to their services, hereby ratifying and approving the said establishment
and declaring that whatever small alterations shall be made thereon by
the magistrates, and whatever sallaries shall be appointed to be paid to
the magistrates officers, shall be obligatory and binding on the town
council, in the same manner as if they had been ingrossed in the said
report and in this ratification thereof.

27 December 1792
Counsel to
the city.

Agent to the
city at Edin­
burgh.

Stirlings
public
library.

Towns meal
and snuff
milns.
Minister of
Gorbals.

The magistrates and council unanimously nominate and appoint Sir
William Miller of Glenlee, baronet, advocate, to be senior counsel for the
city in place of William Craig, esqr., now appointed to be one of the
judges of the court of session.

Unanimously nominate and appoint Mr. William Anderson, writer
to the signet, to be agent for the city in Edinburgh, in place of Mr.
Laurence Hill, writer to the signet, lately deceased; and authorize and
impower the said William Anderson to uplift and receive from the heirs
and representatives of the said deceased Mr. Laurence Hill the whole
title deeds, processes and other writings and papers belonging to the city
of .Glasgow or relative to the business of the city which are in their
custody, and to grant receipts for the same, and afterwards to proceed
to conduct and manage the towns processes and business at Edinburgh in
the same manner as has been in use to be done by the citys agents there.

[Approved of the directors of Stirling’s public library raising the
subscription “ from three to five guineas to each subscriber, in respect of the
great additions made and in the course of being made to £Ke library,” and also
accommodating occasional residenters in town by giving them the privilege
of the library on payment of one guinea yearly.]

[Allowed Alexander Lyon, tacksman of the town’s meal and snuff mills,
to subset the meal mill to John Gray, tacksman of the town’s mill of Provan.]

Nominate and appoint the lord provost as delegate and commissioner,
on the part of the magistrates and town council, to sign a presentation,
alongst with the other heretors of the parish of Gorbals, in favour of Mr.
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[James] M‘Lean, preacher of the gospel, to be minister of the said parish
in place of the revd. Mr. William Anderson, lately deceased, of which
parish the fewars, heritors and elders are patrons.

The lord provost produced a draft of a sett .of rules for regulating Regulations
the conduct of the society of porters in the city, and for ascertaining °eegOrters
the fees to be paid to them for their services, which the magistrates con­
sidered to be necessary from the changes which have taken place in the
population, size and trade of the city and the expence of living since the
last act of council for regulating these matters was passed, which was
on 19th December, 1775.1 The tenor of these proposed regulations
follows: —

1. Before any person be admitted a member of that society, so as to enjoy
the benefit of their seal of cause, he shall produce a certificate that he is of a
good character, and shall find caution for his good behaviour and for his
fidelity and honesty as a porter, under the penalty of .£100 Scots, and when his
cautioner dies or leaves the city he must find another cautioner in his place.
2. All porters shall be bound to serve the inhabitants according to the table of
the rate of wages hereto annexed, undei’ the penalty of 5s. sterling for each
offence, and the inhabitants shall be obliged to pay the porters the wages specified
in that table, which if they refuse to do shall be decerned for with full expences,
upon summary complaints to the magistrates. 3. It shall be in the power of
the magistrates and council, at any time they think proper, to alter and amend
these regulations, and the said rates of wages, and these alterations and
amendments shall be observed in the manner and under the penalties before
specified. 4. No porter shall refuse employment when he is not otherwise
engaged, under the penalty of 2s. 6d. sterling for the first offence, 5s. for the
second, and 10s. for every subsequent offence, and all porters who say
they are engaged shall specify the person by whom and the hour at which they
are engaged, and they shall not refuse to be employed in the interval between
the time they are required to serve and the hour of their engagement, under the
penalties aforesaid. 5. Each porter shall wear on the breast of his coat the
towns brass ticket or badge, with its number engraven upon it, under the
penalty of 5s. for each offence. 6. These regulations, with the table of fees
annexed to them, shall be printed, and every porter shall be obliged to carry
a copy of them,in his pocket, to be produced to his employers when called for,

1 Glasg, Rec., vii., pp. 460-3.



502 EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS [1792-

under the penalty of 5s. sterling for each offence besides forfeiting his hire.
7. As the porters who wear badges have found security for their honesty and
fidelity, the magistrates recommend it to the inhabitants to employ only those
porters in matters of importance. 8. The deacon and managers of the society
of porters shall engross in their records the foregoing regulations and the
annexed table of fees, and shall deliver to the magistrates an extract thereof.

The tenor of the table of porters fees follows :—Carrying a letter or letters,
oi’ a parcel or parcels not exceeding 7 lb. weight, from any part of the city
or new town to any other place therein, Id. Carrying a letter or letters, or a
parcel oi- parcels not exceeding 7 lb. weight, from any part of the city or new
town to any other place therein, if delivered to the porter after nine o’clock
at night, 2d. Carrying a letter or letters, or a parcel or parcels, not exceeding
7 lb. weight, from any part of the city or new town to Anderston, Bridgetown,
new bason of the canal, or any place not exceeding an English mile from the
cross, 3d; if delivered to the porter after 8 o’clock at night, 4d. For running
an express with a letter or small parcel, for every English mile outward in the
day time, 3d; if in the night time, that is after 8 o’clock at night, 4d.
Carrying a back load, not exceeding eight English stones, from any ware room
in Glasgow to any other ware room or callendar, where the distance
does not exceed 500 yards, Id; where the distance exceeds 500 yards 2d.
Carrying a back load not exceeding 8 stone weight from the cross to the
Broomielaw, Calton or Gorbals, or the like distance, 3d. Carrying any load,
not exceeding 2| cwt., on a wheelbarrow for the same distance (blank). For
weighing a ton of goods, such as iron, &c., foi’ the first ton 4d. For putting
up and taking down the scales, 2d. For every other ton, 2d. For weighing
each bag of cotton, Id. For putting up and taking down the scales, if done
by the porters, 2d. For carrying each bag of cotton out of a cellar and putting
it on a cart, Id. For taking each bag of cotton off a cart and putting the same
into a cellar, Id. N .B.—Two thirds of the foregoing rates to be paid for
packets and bags of cotton not exceeding cwt.

For a days work at articles not specified as above, to consist of ten working
hours, 2s. For a weeks work, 10s. For the first hours work when not employed
a whole day, 4d. For carrying a load of two bolls of meal, for each stair, Id.
For each subsequent hours work, when not a whole day, 3d. For carrying a
load of two bolls of meall into a closs, Id. For each nights watching, Is. 6d.

Which sett of regulations and table of fees being read to and con­
sidered by the magistrates and council, they approve thereof and enact and 
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ordain the said regulations and table of fees to be established and to
take place within the city of Glasgow, from and after the 20th day of
January current, and hereby declare the same to be binding and obligatory
from that date upon the society of porters and all other persons interested,
under the penalties specified in the said regulations, hereby ratifying
and confirming the same in all respects. And ordain the town clerks to
transmit to the society of porters an extract of the foresaid regulations
and table of fees and of this ratification, in order to be inserted in their
minutes.

28 January 1793
[Archibald Smith, merchant, fined in <£20 sterling for not accepting office Fine for not

as councillor.] accepting as
. n „ councillor.

Subscribed a feu contract between the magistrates and town council Feu contract
and Archibald Falconer, John Crawford, Patrick Dougal and Alexander of three lotts
M‘Lachlan, merchants in Port Glasgow, of three lotts of shore ground ground at
at Port Glasgow, in implement of minutes and articles of roup dated Port Glasgow.
19th and 20th August, 1791, for payment of £1,526 15s. 2d. sterling, with
interest from Martinmass 1791 and a yearly feu duty of £1 10s. sterling,
declaring in the said feu contract that certain alterations with regard
to the measure of the said lotts and the conditions of the sale are made
therein different from what were specified in the said articles of roup.

Hesolve to sell the dry dock at Port Glasgow, by publick roup, Dry dock of
together with such other parts of the towns property at Port Glasgow as PortGlasgow.
the committee who were appointed to consider the state of these subjects
may think proper and expedient to dispose of, and impower the said
committee to advertise the sale and to draw up and subscribe articles and
conditions of roup and to carry the sale into execution in name and behalf
of the magistrates and council.

The magistrates and council, considering that the Tron Church has Tron church.
gone into such disrepair as to be very unfit for the purposes of publick
worship, which has prevented the parishoners from renting the seats of
it and has reduced the revenue arising from the sett of these seats to a
trifle, are of opinion that it will be proper and expedient to take down
that church and to build a new one, either upon its site or upon some
other piece of ground within the royalty of the city, in which last case
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the ground upon which the present Tron Church stands will be sold at a
very high price. They therefore appoint the lord provost [and others]
as a committee of council to consider that matter and to get plans made
out of the said intended church and to report their opinion how far it will
be proper to build it upon the site of the present Tron Church or upon
some other piece of ground, and also to report their opinion with regard
to the most proper place for building it upon if they think its situation
ought to be changed.

The lord provost produced a letter from Messrs. Murdoch, Crawford,
and company, of this days date, mentioning that a piece of ground
belonging to them, near the Molendinar burn, would be cut through the
middle by the street leading from Carntyne Road to Duke Street, that the
correction house garden belonging to the town, which marched with
their ground, would be cut in a similar manner by the said street. They
therefore thought it would be advantageous to both proprietors to make
an excambion, so as to give the town the whole of these two properties
which lyes on the north side and the said company the whole of them
which lyes on the south side of the said street; and the company offered to
refer to arbiters the difference of price which should be paid by the one
party to the other in case the ground to be exchanged should not be
of equal extent and value. Which proposal being considered by the
magistrates and council they agree thereto and empower the lord provost
and magistrates for the time being to settle the said excambion with
Messrs. Murdoch, Crawford, and company, and to name an arbiter for the
magistrates and town council, and to execute and subscribe a submission
in their name to the effect aforesaid if it be found necessary.

The lord provost and magistrates reported, verbally, that they had
purchased the upper or garret storry of the tenement in High Street
adjoining to the tolbooth, for £180 sterling, that they had made the
purchase with an intention to offer it to the town at that price, as they
considered that it would be very beneficial to the community to acquire
the property of the whole of that tenement, a great part of which already
belongs to the town, and as there is a prospect of acquiring the remainder
of it in a short time. The magistrates and council agree to make the
said purchase on behalf of the community of the city, and authorise the 

Excambion
with
Murdoch,
Crawford &
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chamberlain to pay the said £180 sterling upon receiving a legal and valid
disposition to the said upper or garret storry and a proper* progress of
tittle deeds thereto.

Authorize the committee of council upon the street leading from Committee on
Carntyne Road to Dukes Street to conclude bargains with such of the pro- fr^mSc^rn.
prietors of lands and houses which will be occupied by the said street as tyne Hoad.
have been and may still be willing to treat with the town by private
bargain.

[Claud Marshall, writer, having claimed £12 15s. 3d. sterling as the Expence of
expense of “repairing and heightening a part of the Greendyke adjoining ^sjitening
to his property at Craignestock, ” the magistrates and council refused payment
“ in respect of the facts stated in the act of council dated 29th November,
1790.”]

The lord provost produced a letter from Mr. Burns, minister of the Process with
Barony parish, dated 27th December last, in which he expresses his sorrow iIr* I5urn.8. x . compromised.
at having offended the magistrates and council by having cut down the
trees near to his glebe, as was mentioned in several former acts of council,
that he had done so from an opinion that the said trees were his property,
but that he was now convinced that they were not, and that he was willing
to pay the price of the trees to the town and to submit himself entirely to
the magistrates and town council with regard to that matter. The
magistrates and council agree to accept Mr. Burns apology and to pass
from the process which was raised against him at the towns instance for
having cut down the said trees, upon his paying the chamberlain the price
of them, and authorise the chamberlain to settle and receive the said price
from Mr. Burns.

27 February 1793
The magistrates and council unanimously resolve to present an Address to

address to his Majesty upon the present situation of publick affairs, of thehis Majesty.
following tenor: —

“ We, the lord provost, magistrates and council of the city of Glasgow,
beg leave, in the present emergency, to renew our assurances of loyalty to your
Majesty and attachment to the constitution. Sensible of the happiness which
we have enjoyed during your Majestys mild and auspicious reign, we have
beheld with abhorrence the attempts of those who wish to overturn the govern-
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ment, peace and good order of these kingdoms and to substitute anarchy and
confusion in their stead. However valuable and desirable the blessings of peace
may be, we are fully convinced of the necessity of the vigorous measures which
your Majesty has been obliged to adopt for the preservation of internal quiet
and good order for the support of your allies and for the defence of your
kingdom, against the unprecedented and unjust attempt of France to dis­
seminate her destructive principles and to aggrandize herself on the ruin of
every established and well regulated government in Europe. We, therefore,
trust that, by the blessing of Almighty God, the unanimity of your faithfull
subjects will enable your Majesty to terminate a successfull war by an
honourable and lasting peace, and thereby secure to your grateful people these
invaluable privileges which they at present enjoy and which they hope to
transmit unimpaired to their latest posterity. That your Majesty may long
reign over a free, loyal and happy people is oui' most fervent and earnest
prayer. (Signed) Gilbert Hamilton, lord provost.”

Which address the lord provost was requested to forward to William
M‘Dowall, esqr. of Garthland, member of parliament for the city, to be
by him presented to his Majesty.

Robert Carmichael, searcher of the tallow within the city, gave in his
resignation of his said office, in a letter addressed to the lord provost,
which being considered by the magistrates and council they accept of
the said resignation and agree to appoint a successor in office to the said
Robert Carmichael, at the next meeting of council; and in respect of
his former services and of his age and infirmities, agree that his said
successor shall be burdened with a yearly annuity to him of £10 sterling
during his life.

Appoint the lord provost and magistrates to let that part of the
lands of Gorbals which was formerly possessed by the deceased William
Pollock, the tack of which has been irritated by a sentence of the sheriff
of Lanarkshire, with power to the said magistrates to set the said land
for the remaining years which were unexpired of the said William
Pollocks tack, upon sufficient security, not under the rent which was
payable by the said former tack.

[Empowered the city chamberlain to set the rooms above the Grammar
School, by private bargain, no person having appeared to offer for them at
a public roup.]
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There was presented to the magistrates and council an extract of Proposal
the minutes of a committee of the patrons of Hutchesons Hospital, dated
2Gth February current, stating- that the subscription by the proprietors
of houses and shops in Saltmarket Street did not promise to bring any
considerable sum towards defraying the expense of erecting a bridge
across Clyde, opposite to the foot of the said street, which was mentioned
in former acts of council, but that the committee was still of opinion
that the erecting that bridge would be of great advantage to the publick
as well as to the neighbouring proprietors, and they therefore proposed
to the magistrates and town council—

“ That application should be made to parliament, without delay, for
an act to enable the magistrates and town council to build the said bridge, to
open avenues to it, to subject it to the same pontages which are leviable at
the bridges between Glasgow and Gorbals and across Clyde at the foot of
Jamaica Street, and to empower the magistrates and council to borrow a
sum not exceeding <£3,500 sterling to be added to the money already subscribed,
or that may be subscribed, for compleating the said bridge, for the security of
which the pontages should be continued on the three bridges till the principal
sum and interest of the foresaid £3,500 sterling, together with the present
debt, should be paid, and no longer.”

Which proposal being considered by the magistrates and council they
approve thereof and agree to apply to parliament, during the present
session, for an act to the foresaid purpose. The magistrates and council
are also of opinion that it would be proper and expedient to include in
the act of parliament before mentioned a power to them to purchase
from James Wilson and John Clelland their tack of the ground of
Meadowflatt, that the said ground may be sold for building ground,
and a power to open a street from the north end of Buchanan Street, to run
in a straight line with the said street till it join the turnpike road which
leads from Glasgow to Garscube bridge, a power to open a street from
or near St. Nicholas Hospital, in a straight line westward, till it cross
the line of Johns Street, and from thence southward in a straight line
with Johns Street till it joins that street, a power to extend Brunswick
Street in a straight line southward till it join Trongate Street, and in
a straight line northward till it join Georges Street, a power to take down
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the Tron steeple and the tenements belonging- to Messrs. Bell and Boyd
and Mr. William Aitken, adjoining to the said steeple, and to include the
ground upon which these buildings stand in the Trongate Street, and
a power to purchase those parts of the tenement on the west side of High
Street, adjoining to the tolbooth, which do not already belong to the
city, in order thereby to make additions to the said tolbooth and to the
council and clerks chambers of the city; with power to purchase, by the
verdict of a jury, such lands, tenements and hereditaments as may be
necessary for the foresaid purposes. And whereas the Tron church was
lately burned down, by accidental fire, the magistrates and council also
resolve to insert in the said intended act of parliament a power to rebuild
the said church either upon its former site or upon any other ground
within the city which may be found to be a better situation for a church
to the parish to which the said Tron Church was appropriated. The
magistrates and council also resolve to insert in the said act clauses for
regulating the weight and measure of coals sold within the city, and
clauses for regulating the mode of transporting wood and timber upon
carriages thro’ the city, which is necessary to compleat the effects of an
act which the proprietors of the great canal obtained for regulating the
carriage of wood and timber to and from the bason of the canal, but it is
not intended to insert in the act any other clauses relative to the police
of the city. Extracts of this act of council are appointed to be trans­
mitted to the dean of guild and deacon conveener, who are requested to
lay the same before their respective houses and to report their opinion
relative thereto to the magistrates and council without loss of time.

Bountv to Agree to continue the bounty to seamen, which was offered by an act
seamen con- of council dated 20th December last, during the time that his Majesty

shall continue to offer a bounty to seamen entering to serve on board
the Royal navy.

14 March 1793
Expense of [The subscriptions by individual citizens towards the expense of building
the bridge, a bridge over the river Clyde, at the foot of Saltmarket Street, having fallen

far short of what was expected, and other contributions and borrowed money
being insufficient for the purpose, the magistrates and council agreed to con­
tribute one fourth part of the deficiency.]
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The lord provost did, at the desire, in the name and in presence of Petition for
the magistrates and town council now assembled, subscribe a petition to in bridge °
the House of Commons for leave to bring in a bill granting power to build bill.
the said bridge, to open certain streets in the city, to remove certain
obstructions in Trongate Street, to enlarge the tolbooth, to rebuild the
Tron church, to dispose of the glebes of the High Church and Barony
parish, and to regulate the weight and measure of coals sold within the
city and the manner of transporting wood and timber alongst the streets
thereof; which petition is appointed to be sent to Mr. M‘Dowall, member
of parliament for the city, to be by him presented to the House. The lord
provost afterwards produced a draft of the heads of the bill, which the
magistrates and council approve of and appoint the magistrates, dean of
guild and deacon conveener, as a committee of council, for conducting
and managing the bill in parliament.

The magistrates and council, considering that the Tron Church of Committee cn
the city was, upon the 15th day of last month, totally burned by accidental enlar«md”Ch
fire, whereby it becomes necessary to rebuild the said church immediately
either upon its former site or somewhere else within the city, which had
been intended by the magistrates and council even tho’ that accident had
not happened, as is mentioned in an act of council of the 28th of January
last, do therefore recommend it to the committee who were appointed by
the said act of council to give in a report by the next meeting of council
relative to the matters which were submitted to their consideration about
rebuilding the said Tron Church, and add to the said committee baillie
Craigie [and others].

Empower the committee on the new street from Carntyne road to Committee on
Duke Street to sell, by private bargain or publick roup, the materials of r^L7”0
those houses which are bought by the town and are to be taken down
for forming the said street, and appoint the said committee from time to
time to report the sales made by them.

Agree to subscribe twenty guineas towards defraying the expense Bridge over
of building a bridge over the river Griffe at Barnsford, upon the sollicita- r*ver Crifle.
tion of the gentlemen of Renfrew shire, and authorize the chamberlain
to pay the said sum to any person having authority to uplift it.

The committee appointed to consider the expediency of raising the Scheme and
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report on the rents of the church seats gave in a scheme by which the rents of the seats
church seats. inner High Church might be raised £20 15s. 6d.; of the Outer

High Church, £27 16s. Gd.; of the Wynd Church, £31 Ils. 6d.; and of
the North West Church, £39 8s. 8d.; makeing in all a rise of £119 12s. 2d.
sterling, without raising the rents of the seats occupied by the lower classes
of inhabitants and without raising the other seats of the said churches
higher than those of similar qualities in the other churches of the city;
and the committee left it to. the consideration of the magistrates and
council how far it would be expedient to make the said increase on the
seat rents at the sett for the ensuing year, but recommended to the
magistrates and council, if they did make the increase, to allow £5
sterling per annum to each of the eight parish churches of the city for
keeping them clean, to be laid out under the direction of the ministers
and a committee of the sitters of the respective churches. Which scheme
and report being considered by the magistrates and councill they agree
to raise the rents of the seats of the four churches before mentioned
according to the scheme given in by the committee, and also agree to give
the yearly allowance of £5 before mentioned for keeping each of the
churches of the city clean; and authorize and require the committee who
are to set the church seats of the city for the ensuing year to set the seats
of the said four churches accordingly, and also authorize the chamberlain
to pay the foresaid sums of £5 annually, upon certificates being produced
by the ministers of the respective churches that the money has been
laid out according to the manner before mentioned, and upon the ministers
granting receipt for the same.

Committee Appoint the magistrates, dean of guild, deacon conveener and
thediurcfi treasurer, as a committee of council, alongst with the chamberlain, for
seats. setting the church seats belonging’ to the city for the ensuing year, making

the additional rents mentioned in the preceding act of council a part of
the said ensuing set.

Contract of Subscribed a contract of excambion between the town and Robert
excambion DunmOre and Robert Muirhead, of two triangular pieces of ground, lying
and Messis, between Buchanan Street and Queen Street, which lye contiguous and
1'unmorc. & are exactly of the same quantity and quality, so that no ballance in money

fell to be paid by either party, and which excambion was agreed to be 
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macle by an act of council which was passed when the property which now
belongs to Messrs. Muirhead and Dunmore belonged to Mr. Gilbert
Hamilton, their author.

25 March 1793
The committee on the Tron Church reported verbally that they had Report of

got several plans for rebuilding the said church and for disposing of part Tron church.
of the ground adjacent to the former site of the said church but that they
had delayed to give in a written report upon this business which had been
recommended to them by an act of the last meeting of council untill they
had conversed with Mr. Crawford of Possill with regard to the price
at which he was willing to sell his bowling g’reen in Candleriggs, which
was one of the situations which had been proposed for building a church
upon; which being considered by the magistrates and council they recom­
mend to the said committee to get Mr. Crawfords answer on that subject,
and to make a report upon the business recommended to them by the
next meeting of council.

Mr. Orr, one of the town clerks, reported verbally that he had trans- Resolution to
mitted to the deacon or preses of the Society of Porters an extract of the ths porters
act of council, dated 27th December last, enacting regulations for the UI1Jes?Ahey, ° ° . submit to
conduct and wages of the porters, and had required the said deacon and regulations.
the other office bearers of the said society to engross the said regulations
in their records, and to send to the town clerks an extract from their
records certifying that they had done so, which the said deacon had not
only neglected to do but had at last sent a verbal message that the said
society would not submit to the said regulations, nor to any others framed
by the magistrates and town council; which being considered by the
magistrates and council they unanimously resolve to revoke and cancel the
seal of cause which was granted to the said society of porters, and to dis­
franchise them from being a body corporate and politic, unless they
shall within ten days of the intimation of this act of council to their
deacon or preses engross the said regulations in their records, and transmit
an extract from their books, certifying their having done so, and declaring
their willingness to acquiesce in the said regulations; and appoint an
extract of this act to be delivered and intimated to the said deacon by
Hobert Hamilton, the council officer, in presence of witnesses, in common
form.
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3 April 1793
Petitions
about bridge
bill.

[The petition to the House of Commons, subscribed on 14th April, being
too late for a private bill, Mr. Seton, the towns agent, transmitted three
petitions to be substituted therefor, and these were signed and ordered to be
forwarded to London.]

The lord provost produced a letter to him from Doctor Porteous, one
of the ministers of the city, dated the 21st of last month, proposing that
the magistrates and council, when they rebuild the Tron church, either

Towns pro­
cesses.

Bridge bill.

Proposal for
building new
church re­
mitted to
Tr™n church.U upon its former site or elsewhere, should build two churches under the

same roof, which could he done at much less expense than if they were
built separately; that one of these churches should be occupied and used
as the parish church of the Tron or South West parish of the city, and that
the other church should be used as an auditory, that is that each of the
city ministers should by turns officiate in that church, so as to have
publick worship regularly and constantly performed in it in the same
manner as in the other churches, and that the seat rents of this church
should in the first place be applied to the payment of preachers to supply
the places of the city ministers when they were officiating in the said
new church or auditory, and in the second place towards establishing a
fund for paying assistants to such of the city ministers as from age or
infirmities might stand in need of that aid. Which proposal being con­
sidered by the magistrates and council they remit the consideration thereof
to the committee on the Tron church, and recommend it to them to report
their opinion relative to the said proposal at the same time that they
make a report relative to the other matters committed to them.

[State of the towns processes at Edinburgh, as they stood on 1st January
last, submitted and engrossed in the minutes.]

[On letter from the town’s agent at London, stating difficulties relative to
passing the bill for building a bridge but that other parts might be carried,
he was instructed to withdraw the bill if the whole could not be passed.]

17 April 1793
Queries Remit to the committee of council for billeting soldiers a memorial
billeting8 ^or Thomas Lawrie, the billeting master, stating some queries with regard
soldiers. to quartering soldiers in the city, with power to the said committee to give 
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the necessary directions for settling the matters mentioned in the said
queries, but recommend to the committee to report to the council the
directions given by them that they may be ingrossed in the records of
council.

Appoint baillie Muirhead [and others J as a committee of council
to consider a proposal made by John Brown, wright in Glasgow, in his
letter dated 12th March last, for leave to build an attick storry upon the
houses to be erected by him upon the lotts of ground on the east side of

Committee
appointed to
consider John
Brown’s pro­
posal.

the church in St. Enochs Square, which he purchased from the town,
upon condition that the said houses and attick storry shall be built
uniformly according to an elevation produced with the said letter, and
that the proprietors of the other lotts of ground upon the east and west
sides of the said church, and which lye south of the ten houses contained
in the original plan of the square, shall become bound to build according
to the said plan and elevation; with power to the said committee to agree
to the said John Browns proposal if they be satisfied of the propriety
thereof. The magistrates and council also considering that, owing to an
error in the survey of the said lotts of ground purchased by the said John 
Brown, they contain 138 square yards less of ground than is specified in
his contract of ground annual and than he is taken bound to pay ground
annual for, do therefore agree to give the said John Brown a deduction
from the ground annual paid by him to the town in proportion to the fore­
said deficiency, and the town clerks are directed to draw a deed to that
purpose to be subscribed by the magistrates and council.

Appoint baillie Craigie [and others^ as a committee of council to Committee
consider a petition of the proprietors of St. Enochs Square, contained in a JonS^er atO
letter from William Clark dated 17th April current, for having the said petition of
square inclosed, properly laid down, levelled and paved, and to have the st°Enochs °
pavement and street opposite to the fronts of the houses in the said square Scluare-
lowered a foot or eighteen inches, so as to increase the heighth of the
front walls of the houses and to enable the proprietors to give more light
to their sunk storries, and also to have a publick well sunk in the said
square, and recommend to the said committee to give their opinion on
these points as soon as they can conveniently.

The magistrates and council, considering that by their act dated 27th Society of
2 k
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December, 1792, they had enacted a set of new rules for regulating the
conduct and wages of the incorporation of porters, and of other persons
officiating as porters in the city of Glasgow, because the rules which
had been established by the seal of cause dated 15th April, 1748, erecting
the said incorporation into a body corporate and politic, ratified by an
act of council dated 19th December, 1775, had been found inapplicable
to the present state of the trade and business in the city, that the deacon
and members of the said incorporation had, by letters addressed officially
to the town clerks, refused to comply with these new regulations, although
they had been required so to do and to register them in their books, by
an act of council dated 25th March 1793, duely intimated to them, with
certification if they persisted in that refusal that their seal of cause would
be cancelled and annulled, by virtue of a clause of revocation to that
effect therein contained; which being considered by the magistrates and
council they are unanimously of opinion that the said refusal of the society
of porters is highly culpable, illegal and contrary to the terms and con­
ditions of their seal of cause, the right to which they have thereby for­
feited, which, with the said act of council of 19th December 1775, the
magistrates and town council do hereby revoke, cancel and annul, and
disfranchise the said incorporation of porters hereby, by virtue of the
said power and faculty of revocation, cancelling and annulling the whole
rights and privileges granted to them by the said seal of cause and act
of council as a body corporate and politic, and the former members of the
said incorporation are hereby prohibited and discharged from using or
wearing in future the tickets which they were allowed to wear by the
said seal of cause as badges of distinction, with certification if they or
anv of them shall in future use or wear the said tickets that they will
be seized and confiscated and that the wearers of them will be fined and
otherwise punished, and decern accordingly. The magistrates and council
also declare that they are ready to receive proposals of erecting into a
body corporate and politic, under the denomination of “ the incorporation
of Porters in Glasgow,” any sober and industrious set of men who will
give security for their good and faithfull behaviour, and will become
bound to observe and obey such rules as the magistrates and town council
shall from time to time enact for regulating their conduct and wages, and 
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they further declare that they will use their best endeavours to support
and encourage the members of their new society in opposition to the
members of the former society of porters. The magistrates and council
do likewise hereby ratify and confirm the whole rules and regulations
enacted by their said act of 27th December, 1792, and resolve to enforce
the execution of them with regard to the members of the intended new
incorporation of porters after it is erected, and also with regard to all
other persons who officiate as porters within the city, from and after the
date hereof, in so far as the said regulations are applicable to porters who
may not be members of the said incorporation. And appoint extracts of
this act of council and of the foresaid rules and regulations to be published
in all the Glasgow newspapers.

8 May 1793
The lord nrovost produced a letter from Messrs. Bell and Boyd, Proposal of

11 . . Messrs. Bellmerchants in Glasgow, addressed to him, dated 8th May current, of which & BOyj
the tenor follows:—“My lord,—Agreeably to the conversation we had aPProved of-
with you, and in order to do away every misunderstanding that may
arise respecting our house, we hereby notify to you that we are ready to
enter into an agreement with the town of Glasgow, upon our being made
certain of a steading backward in a line with the street whenever the town 
council shall think it proper to remove the spire and the other adjoining
buildings, in order to ornament the Trongate.” Which letter being con­
sidered by the magistrates and council they approve of and agree to the
proposal therein contained, reserving the consideration of the particulars
of a bargain with Messrs. Bell and Boyd and the extent of the ground
which is to be disponed to them instead of their present property, till
it be determined whether or not the tron steeple and the contiguous
buildings are to be taken down, and appoint the said letter to be bound up
amongs the towns papers, alongst with the agreement which was some­
time ago entered into between the magistrates and council and Gilbert 
Shearer and company about the purchase of their property.

The lord provost reported verbally that he and the magistrates had Thanks voted
settled with the earl of Glencairn and Sir James Campbell, who purchased cai^aJdSir
the estate of Bishoptoun from lord Semple, the whole matters which were Janies Camp­

bell ; honor­
ary burgesses.
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in dispute relative to the road between Glasgow and Greenock, in which
lord Glencairn and Sir Janies had behaved very handsomely towards
the publick. The magistrates and council request the lord provost to
transmit their thanks to lord Glencairn and Sir James Campbell for their
conduct in that business, and unanimously admit them honorary burgesses
and gild brethren of the city.

Authorize the lord provost to subscribe two pence sterling per pound
Scots on the valuation of the city’s ground in the parish of Govan, to be

schoolmaster* aPP^e^ towards defraying the expense of an intended prosecution against
the present parish schoolmaster for great negligence in the execution
of the duties of his office, and authorize the chamberlain to pay the said

Subscription
for carrying
on urosecu-

Donation for
building
bridewell.

Honorary
burgess.

subscription money.
The lord provost produced a letter from James Mathie, writer in

Glasgow, dated the 27th of last month, informing his lordship that Mr.
John Auchincloss, merchant in Glasgow, lately deceased, had by his
settlement left a donation to the publick in the following terms: —
“ Finally, I authorize and direct the trustees to make payment of £100
sterling towards erecting a bridewell in the city of Glasgow, if the same
is begun to be built within five years after my death.” The magistrates and
council accept of the said legacy, and authorize the treasurer and
chamberlain for the time being to uplift and discharge the same when
the condition upon which it is left has taken place.

Unanimously admit (blank) Hasker, esqr., (blank) in the General
Post Office, London, an honorary burgess and guild brother of this city.

17 May 1793
Agreement
about build­
ing near St.
Enochs
Square.

The committee appointed to settle with John Brown, relative to the
plan of building his house in St. Enochs Square, reported that they had
allowed him to build his intended tenement with a third or attick storry,
agreeable to the plan which he formerly gave in to the magistrates and
council, and that the proprietors of the adjacent and opposite ground
in the said square had become bound to erect the houses on their steadings
in conformity to the said plan, agreeable to a letter of this date subscribed
bv the said John Brown and William Clark, proprietors of the said
adjacent and opposite steadings of ground. The magistrates and council 
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approve of and ratify the agreement which the said committee have
made with Mr. Brown, and the town clerks are directed to lay up the
said letter and plan therein referred to alongst with the seasin and other
title deeds of the steadings of ground in St. Enochs Square.

The magistrates and council considering that the office of haillie of of the
the High Church yard has become vacant, by the death of Mr. George yard.
Milne, agree to appoint a successor to him in that office at next meeting
of council.

5 June 1793
The magistrates and council, considering that the office of baillie of Baillie of the

the High Church yard of the city of Glasgow has become vacant by the Chui cb
death of George Milne, late baillie thereof, and that it is necessary to
supply the said vacancy immediately, in terms of an act of council
dated 17th May last, and the magistrates and council being fully satisfied
of the fidelity and capacity of William Simpson, at present baillie of the
Ramshorn burying grounds, for discharging the duties of the said office
of baillie to the High Church yard, do therefore unanimously nominate
and appoint the said William Simpson to be baillie of the said High
Church yard, during the will and pleasure of the magistrates and council
and their successors in office allenarly, with power to him to exercise the
said office and to execute all the powers and duties thereto belonging as
amply and fully in all respects as his predecessors in office have been in
use to do, and also with power to the said William Simpson, during his
holding the said office, to uplift and receive and to apply to his own use
and benefit all the emoluments and advantages arising from the said office
and in use to be enjoyed by former baillies of the said High Church
yard.

Appoint a meeting of council to be held on Monday next, 10th June Baillie of
current, to elect a baillie of Ramshorn Church yard and burving o-rounds I’“ams}lorn .r-. . . J b t> church yard.
in place of William Simpson, late baillie thereof, now appointed baillie of
the High Church yard.

Empower the committee on the new street from Carntyne Road to Bridge over
Duke Street to agree and contract with tradesmen for building a. bridge bJlrnndlnar
across the Molindinar Burn, in the line of the said street, and also to con­
tract and agree with tradesmen for performing any other pieces of work 
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which may be necessary for the forming or laying off the said new street.
B.r<be^,Wh’t Authorize the treasurer to pay to Robert White and company £26 13s.
and company, sterling for sheets and blankets to the soldiers hospital, the towns cells

and the house of correction, conformable to an accompt commencing 23rd
January 1790 and ending 20th March 1793.

Precept to Authorize the treasurer to pay to Harry Davidson, writer to the signet
Harrj, as id Edinburgh, £87 15s. sterling for business done from the time of the

death of Mr. Lawrence Hill, late agent at Edinburgh, for this city, till
Mr. William Anderson, the present agent, took the management of the
towns business there, conformable to an accompt produced, commencing
18th December, 1792, and ending 9th April, 1793, reserving, however, to
the magistrates and council their claim of relief from the patrons on
Hutchesons Hospital and the Trades house for their respective shares of
the first branch of the said accompt, amounting to £58 16s. Id. sterling,
being the expense of passing a crown charter and making up titles to the
superiority of the barony of Gorbals, which claim of relief will be ascer­
tained by the decree arbitral to be pronounced in a submission between
the magistrates and council and the said two communities.

Honorary Unanimously elect and admit Sir John Sinclair of Ulbster, baronet,
burgess. an honorary burgess and gild brother of this city.

10 June 1793
Baillie of the The magistrates and council, in terms of their act of council of 5th
church°yard ^une current, proceeded to the election of a baillie of the Ramshorn

Church yard and burying grounds, in place of William Simpson, late
baillie thereof, now appointed baillie of the High Church yard, and
being fully satisfied with the fidelity and capacity of James M‘Ewan,
silver smith, late one of the baillies of Glasgow, for discharging the
duties of the office of baillie of the said Ramshorn Church yard and
burying grounds, do therefore unanimously nominate and appoint the
said James M‘Ewan to be baillie of the said Ramshorn Church yard and
burying grounds, during the will and pleasure of the magistrates and
council and their successors in office allenarly, with power to him to
exercise the said office and execute all the powers and duties thereto
belonging, as amply and fully in all respects as his predecessors in that 
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office have been in use to do; with power also to the said James M‘Ewan,
while he holds the said office, to uplift, receive and apply to his own use
and benefit all the emoluments and advantages arising from the said office
and in use to have been enjoyed by his predecessors in office as baillies of
the said Ramshorn Church yard and burying ground.

The lord provost and magistrates reported verbally that, in obedience Report about
to former acts of council, they had set by publick roup the different common*1
branches of the citys common good, with the pontage dues leviable at the good.
old and new bridges, for the ensuing year, and that they had advertised
the tonnage dues leviable upon the river Clyde to be set upon Thursday,
13th June current, by publick roup. The magistrates and council appoint
the rents of the branches already sett to be inserted in the minutes of this
days meeting of council, and which here follow accordingly; and they
appoint the sett of the river dues to be added to this days minutes if it
shall have taken place before another meeting of council.

N.B.—The laddie dues for the ensuing year continued to
be levied by Mr. Richard Smellie as formerly.

Pontage of the two bridges of which the town are par­
liamentary trustees, ... ... ... ... ... £1,150 0 0

Tonnage dues of the river Clyde of which the town are
parliamentary trustees (set 13th June),  £2,800 0 0

Tron and weighhouse, ................................ £252 0 0
Dues of washing house, ................................ 341 0 0
Beef and mutton market, ... ................................ 395 0 0
Fish and potatoes market, ... ................................ 88 0 0
Butter, milk, and eggs, ................................ 20 0 0
Multures, ................................ 256 0 0
Penny per ton and cran dues, 272 0 0
Salmon fishing, sett for three years from 1792, rent per

annum, ... ................................ 2 15 0

£1,626 15 0

9 July 1793
The magistrates and town council took into consideration the distress Application

to be made to
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the conven­
tion of royal
burrows
about the
importation
of wheat into
Scotland.

of the manufacturers and labourers of this part of the kingdom, arising
from the present, stagnation of trade and the high prices of grain, meal
and provisions of all sorts, which they are convinced is greatly increased
by the ports of Scotland being shut from the importation of foreign
wheat, tho’ the English ports are open for that importation. This dis­
tinction between the two parts of the kingdom does not arise from the
wheat of Scotland being intrinsically cheaper than that of England, but
from local circumstances and the mode of taking the proof of the prices
under the authority of the late corn acts, whereby exportation and
importation are regulated according to the proof price of wheat, the
growth of Scotland, which is of a very inferior quality to English wheat,
and therefore tho’ a quarter of English wheat be dearer than a quarter of
Scotch wheat, yet as the first produces a greater quantity of flour than the
second, it is in fact intrinsically cheaper, and yet by a late proclamation
of his Majesty, with advice of the privy council, foreign wheat can be
imported into England for home consumption tho’ not into Scotland,
because the nominal price per quarter is higher in the first part of the
kingdom than in the second, tho’ the actual value is the reverse. The
average price of wheat in Scotland is besides lowered by the proof in two
of the Scotch districts, where little or no wheat is consumed, and where of
course the demand for it is ■ small. The magistrates and council are
informed that a very considerable importation of foreign wheat into the
west of Scotland is soon about to take place, but as the proclamation
allowing importation for home consumption does not extend to Scotland,
no benefit will thereby accrue to that part of the kingdom, for the wheat
must either be warehoused at a great expense, under the regulations of
the corn acts, or be sent to the open ports of England. In these circum­
stances the magistrates and council are of opinion that the distress of
this part of the kingdom would be greatly alleviated if the importation
of foreign wheat into Scotland for home consumption were at present
allowed by proclamation, and although the strict letter of the law does
not, according to the last proof prices, admit of that measure, yet perhaps
his Majestys ministers, upon a proper representation of facts, might
take it upon them to advise it, trusting to an act of indemnity during
the next session of parliament. The magistrates and council do therefore 
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unanimously resolve to transmit the foregoing state of facts to the con­
vention of royal burrows, now assembled at Edinburgh, and they do most
earnestly request the convention to take such steps as may appear most
likely to obtain a royal proclamation for the purpose before mentioned,
which it is believed would produce most beneficial effects to this part
of the United Kingdom. The magistrates and council do also strongly
recommend it to the lord provost and baillie Muirhead, their commissioner
and assessor at the convention, to support this measure with their vote
and interest, and appoint an act of council to be transmitted to the lord
provost by this nights post, to be by him laid before the convention for
their serious consideration.

18 July 1793
The lord provost reported that he had presented to the convention of Memorial

royal burrows the act of council of 9th July current, recommending an tatio^of^onr
application to his Majesty and the privy council to get the ports of to be drawn
Scotland opened for the importation of wheat for home consumption, thatup‘
the convention had approved of that measure and had empowered the lord
provost of Edinburgh, as their president, to subscribe any memorial which
might be sent to him from the magistrates and town council of Glasgow
upon that subject, and to transmit it to his Majestys secretary of state
for the home department; which being considered by the magistrates and
town council they appoint the lord provost [and others], as a committee
of council, to draw a memorial on that subject and to transmit it to the
lord provost of Edinburgh, with an extract of this act of council and of the
said act of 9th July current, to be transmitted by him to the secretary
of state for the purposes before mentioned.

Upon a petition from the beadles of the different churches of the city, Additional
praying for an increase of the coal money allowed to each of them c°al m(?ney

“ p . allowed toannually, on account o± the rise of the price of coals, agree to increase the the beadles.
said allowance from 10s. to 15s. annually to each of the said beadles, and
authorize the chamberlain to pay the said addition in future.

The magistrates and council, considering that several proposals have Provan mill
been made to them for a lease of the Provan mill, which the committeeto be seU
appointed to set the said mill have not yet had time properly to digest,
and considering that the present lease of the said mill expires at Lambmass 
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next, do therefore empower the said committee, in the meantime, to let
the said mill for one year from Lambmass next till Lambmass 1794,
either by publick roup or private bargain, as to the committee may appear
most proper, but still empower the said committee and recommend it to
them to proceed to set the said mill by publick roup for a permanent
lease from and after Lambmass 1794, in terms of the act of council of
22nd March, 1792.

Petition of Refuse the desire of a petition of the proprietors of Weaver Street,
\Veav^r ’rS °f Pray^no that the magistrates and council would build a bridge across a
Street. run of water or stank in the said street, in respect that it is incumbent

upon the proprietors to level the said street and prepare it for cause­
waying, even tho’ the magistrates and council should agree at a future
period to causeway it.

The chains Upon the petition of James Maitland, tacksman of the pontage dues
britlges^obe the bridges at Gorbals and Jamaica Street, ordain the master of work,
replaced. without loss of time, to replace the chains which used to be put across the

watering places of the river Clyde, near to the said bridges, for preventing
persons with horses and carts from fording the said river and thereby
evading payment of the said pontage dues, declaring that the keys of the
said chains are to be kept in the custody of the master of work. And as

Tollhouse. the tollhouse at the old bridge, which belonged to the city, was taken down
at the desire and for the accommodation of the patrons of Hutchesons
Hospital, recommend it to them to put up the two beds in the present
tollhouse and in other respects to put it in proper repair for the tacksman’s
accommodation.

Port Glasgow Whilst the magistrates and town council were conveened in council,
name^nt)S George Anderson, messenger, executed a summons against them as repre-
defending senting the community of the city, at the instance of the reverend Mr.
minister John Forrest, minister of the gospel at Port Glasgow, before the lords of

council and session, concluding that the magistrates and town council
should, for the reasons specified in the said summons, be decerned to
furnish the said John Forrest and his successors in office with a manse,
garden and offices and a glebe of the legal extent, in all time coming;
after reading of which summons the lord provost informed the council
that he and the other magistrates had sometime ago been informed that
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a process of that kind was to be raised but that the magistrates, knowing
that by the agreement between the city of Glasgow and the town of Port
Glasgow, in 1774, and the subsequent act of parliament founded on that
agreement, the city had an obligation of relief from the feuars and com­
munity of Port Glasgow from all parochial burdens to which the parish
might be subjected, subsequent to the said agreement and act of parlia­
ment, and knowing that the town of Port Glasgow would be the real
defenders in that process, though it might be carried on nominally against
the city of Glasgow, had therefore directed Mr. Orr, one of the town
clerks, to inform the trustees and feuars of Port Glasgow that a summons
of relief would be raised against them at the city of Glasgows instance, to
be conjoined with Mr. Forrests process, unless a voluntary obligation of
relief were given by the feuars and trustees, in which case they might
carry on the defence in name of the magistrates and town council of
Glasgow, who declined to take any part in the management of it or to
contribute towards the expense thereof. The lord provost further reported
that, in consequence of Mr. Orrs letters, the magistrates and trustees of
Port Glasgow had passed an act of which an extract had been transmitted
to Mr. Orr and was now produced, which it was apprehended would render
it unnecessary for the magistrates and town council of Glasgow to take
any further steps in that business, the tenor of that act of the
magistrates and trustees of Port Glasgow being as follows: —

“ At Port Glasgow, the 2nd day of July 1793 years. The magistrates and
trustees, in council assembled, had laid before them by their clerk a letter
received by him from Mr. Orr, town clerk of Glasgow, informing that Mr.
Forrest is threatning to raise a process against the magistrates and council of
Glasgow, for a manse and glebe, and referring to the contract 1774 betwixt the
city and the feuers here and act of parliament obtained by the feuers thereupon,
whereby the feuers became bound to relieve the city both of these and all
augmentations of stipends, and therefore desiring an obligation of relief from
the trustees of such process and claim as is now threatened, to prevent the
necessity of the citys raising and prosecuting an action of relief, which would
occasion unnecessary expences. The meeting having considered the said
contract and act of parliament do, from an opinion that they are bound to
relieve the city, agree to do so voluntarily and that this sederunt shall be 
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considered as an obligation accordingly upon them to relieve the city, and when
such process is raised the trustees must defend it as ultimately falling upon
them. The clerk is desired therefore to transmit to Mr. Orr an extract of
this sederunt. (Signed) Wm. Bell. Extracted from the records of council,
upon this and the preceding page by (signed) Alexr. Watson.”

Which report of the lord provost and act of the trustees and feuars of
Port Glasgow having been considered by the magistrates and council,
they approve of the steps which the magistrates have taken in the business
before mentioned, and appoint an extract of the said act to be laid up with
the towns papers as a voucher against the said feuars and trustees; and
appoint the summons to be transmitted to the magistrates of Port Glasgow
for their government in conducting the said process, in which they are
authorized to use the city of Glasgows name, under this express condition
and declaration that their doing so shall not infer any obligation upon the
city of Glasgow to pay any part of the expence of defending the said
process.

14 August 1793
The magistrates and council nominate and appoint Robert Falconer,

shoemaker in Glasgow, to be keeper of the Exchange in place of the
deceased Robert Jones, who last held that office, upon the same terms and
under the same conditions, declarations and restrictions under which the
said Robert Jones held that office, as are expressed in acts of council of
Gth May 1784 and 22nd November 1792, of which regulations appoint the
town clerks to deliver to the said Robert Falconer certified copies.

Committee on The committee on Provan miln reported, verbally, that they had sett
Provan mill ^hg ga£Q miln, by publick roup, for one year from Lambmass 1793 to
sign missive. Lambmass 1794, to Andrew Livingston, farmer at Rochesay, for the rent

of £66 sterling; which sett the magistrates and council approve of and
ratify, and empower the said committee to execute a tack or missive of set
with the said tacksman, in terms of the articles of roup.

Transactions There was presented a petition from a committee of the patrons of
of Hutchlr°DS Hutchisons Hospital, stating that the patrons had, under the authority
sons hospital, of an act passed in the last session of parliament, opened two streets in

the Hospitals part of the barony of Gorbals, one called Adelphie Street, 60
feet wide of causeway besides 10 feet of pavement, leading from the 

Robert
Falconer
appointed
exchange
keeper.
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intended bridge accross Clyde at the foot of Saltmarket Street to the
village of Gorbals, on the west, and towards Rutherglen on the east; and
the other called Hospital Street, leading towards Cathcart, 50 feet wide
of causeway besides 10 feet of pavement; and praying that the magistrates
and council would approve of these streets and authorize the patrons to
pave them for the benefit of the publick with all convenient speed. The
magistrates and council approve of and ratify the said transactions of the
patrons and authorize them to proceed in finishing and paving the said
streets.

There was produced a petition by the deacon and collector of the Freedom^
incorporation of hammermen in Glasgow, on behalf of the said incorpora- incorporation
tion, praying that the magistrates and council, in virtue of the powers ^e^ammGr’
committed to them by the letter of guildery, dated in the year 1605, would
ratify and confirm an act of the said incorporation, dated 26 November
1779, whereby the freedom fines of the said incorporation had been raised
to £12 12s. sterling from £8 6s. 8d. for persons entering with them at
far hand, to £3 10s. sterling from £3 7s. 7|d. sterling for their apprentices,
to £3 sterling from £1 4s. sterling for the sons-in-law of freemen, and
to £1 10s. sterling from £1 4s. sterling for the sons of freemen; and
alongst with the said petition there was produced an act of the trades
house of Glasgow, dated 13th August current, approving of and ratifying
the foresaid act of the incorporation of hammermen. The magistrates
and council appoint Alexander Low [and others] as a committee of
council, to consider the foresaid petition and to report their opinion
relative thereto to the next meeting of council.

There was produced a memorandum made out by the towns agent at state of
Edinburgh, relative to the processes before the court of session under his atEdiiSrandT
charge, as they stood at the end of last session; which report is appointed
to be engrossed in the records of council according to the usual practice.

[Here follows report on nine processes then in court, including those
relating to the bakers, the trades house, the jailor for alleged assault on a
prisoner, a claim on account of the escape of a prisoner, the ownership of a
small piece of ground at Town Mill, Port Glasgow trustees, jurisdiction of the
water bailie and ladle duty. The bakers’ process had been settled “ excepting
with regard to the expcnces which the magistrates consider themselves as entitled 
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to, in consequence of the bakers having failed in their proof.” In the Port
Glasgow process a decision in favour of the town of Glasgow had been given
by the lord ordinary, whose interlocutor was adhered to in the inner house, but
a reclaiming petition had been given in and was to be answered.]

Opinion of The town clerks, in obedience to an-act of council of 19th September,
building 1791, reported that they had drawn a memorial relative to a petition
underpiazzas, presented to the magistrates by the proprietors of shops under the piazzas

in the Trongate and Saltmarket Streets, praying that they might be
allowed to extend their shops to the front of the pillars, upon which
petition the solicitor general, Sir William Millar, and Mr. Archibald
Campbell, had been consulted and had given an opinion, the tenor of
which follows: —

“ The space under the piazzas in question having (as we understand the
fact), from the first erection thereof, been used as a part of the public street or
passage patent to all the lieges, we are of opinion that the memorialists have
no power to annihilate the publick use of this space as a street or passage
by empowering the proprietors of the shops under the piazzas to extend the same
so as to have their front walls in a line with the pillars, and altho’ a majority,
or even the whole of the proprietors of shops, were to concur in this measure,
we apprehend that any other person who could qualify an interest, however
inconsiderable, for example a proprietor or possessor of any of the houses above
the piazzas, would be entitled to insist that the space within the same should
continue open as heretofore, for the accomodation of the inhabitants who shall
choose to make use of it in that way, and this opinion appears to us to exhaust
the whole queries subjoined to the memorial. Edinburgh, 20th July, 1793.”

The magistrates and council, in consequence of the foresaid opinion,
resolve to give up their intention of granting the prayer of the petition
before mentioned, but for the satisfaction of the petitioners they appoint
the memorial upon which the opinion is given, together with the opinion
itself, to be engrossed in the book of the reports of the committees of
council, or in another book kept by the town clerks in which a number
of other memorials and opinions of counsel are engrossed.

[The following is the memorial above referred to :—]
Memorial for the Magistrates and Town Council of Glasgow.

The taste of architecture about the end of the last and beginning of the
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present century led the proprietors of houses, fronting to what were then the
principal streets of Glasgow, to support them on rows of arched pillars, between
7 and 8 feet high, by which piazzas of about 5 feet 3 inches broad were formed
between the pillars and the fronts of the shops, which were all along built behind
these pillars, and that mode of building was encouraged and enforced by regu­
lations of police and acts of the town council. From these causes the houses
on both sides of the High Street, Trongate, Gallowgate and Saltmarket Streets,
in the neighbourhood of the Exchange, are built in that form. When these
houses were built the number of inhabitants of the city did not exceed 13,000,
and the concourse of people on the streets and resorting to the shops was not
very great. At that period therefore these piazzas or covered walks afforded
shelter and were a great convenience to foot passengers, for whom no other
foot paths were then constructed. But, now that the inhabitants of the city
and suburbs are about 70,000, from which the number of people passing upon
the streets have greatly increased and that commodious foot pavements of hewn
stones are laid on both sides of all these streets, it has been found from
experience that these piazzas have become a very great nuisance, by giving
shelter, after it grows dark in the evenings and in the night times, to pick
pockets, common prostitutes and disorderly persons, and by darkening the
shops, which are thrown back 5 feet behind the pillars, so much that it is
impracticable either for sellers or buyers to judge of the qualities of fine
goods, which are much more commonly sold now than they were when these
piazzas were formed, and besides the footpaths under the pillars being little
more than 5 feet wide, two people cannot easily walk abreast or pass each
other without trouble and inconvenience.

In market and fail’ days country people crowd together under these
pillars, near the Exchange, to the great inconvenience of the possessors of the
shops and the houses built over them, the entries to which are often obstructed
for several hours.

This nuisance has frequently been the subject of complaint to the magis­
trates, who have endeavoured to remove it by proclamations or other means,
but hitherto without effect. The possessors of shops behind the pillars are in the
practice of placing stalls between them, for exposing goods for show and sale,
by which the footpaths both before and behind the pillars and the entries to the
shops and houses are obstructed, and although the magistrates have power
to remove these stalls, and have frequently done so, yet it has been found
impracticable to put an entire stop to that practice.
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Assessment
for the poor.

The improvements lately made in constructing shops with large bow
windows and elegant and spacious entries, have drawn haberdashers and
deallers in fashionable and valuable goods to shops in parts of the town where
these improvements can be made, so that the shops behind the pillars have for
several years been principally occupied by shopkeepers of inferior rank, and
the rents of these shops have of course been greatly lowered. But if the proposed
extension of the shops to the front of the pillars were made, their value to the
proprietors would not only be greatly enhanced, but the streets in which they
are situated, which are in the very centre of the city, would be ornamented, by
being filled with splendid and wealthy shops, to which those behind the pillars
could be converted, if they were extended so as to comprehend the piazzas or
foot paths opposite to them.

These circumstances have induced a great number of the proprietors and
possessors of the shops under the pillars to apply to the memorialists for leave
to extend them over the piazzas or foot paths and to bring them
forward to the fronts of the pillars in a line with the front walls
of the upper storries of the houses built over the shops and piazzas, by which
the shops will be considerably enlarged, will be better lighted, and will be
rendered more commodious both to the publick and the shopkeepers, and the
lights from the candles and lamps used in the shops thus brought forward
to the sides of the foot pavements without the pillars, will tend greatly to
lighten the streets in the evenings and night time.

The proprietors of shops are willing, in consideration of being allowed
to extend them to the front of the pillars, to pay an adequate price or ground
rent to the memorialists for behoof of the community of the city, and the
memorialists being convinced that the proposed alterations will be beneficial
to the publick, are inclined to allow them to be made, upon such terms as the
proprietors of the shops-will, it is believed, readily accede to. But as some
doubts have been suggested with regard to the powers of the memorialists to
grant that toleration and to make these bargains, they wish, before proceeding
in the business, to have the opinion of counsel upon the following queries.1
[Here follow the queries.]

[Persons in the town’s hospital, on 9th August current, “ including the
mistress, clerk, chaplain and two servants,” 375; poor children put out to
nurse, whose nursing wages are paid from hospital funds, 132; persons in
indigent circumstances supplied with meal in their own houses, 260 families;
estimated deficiency, to be raised by assessment as formerly, £1,963 sterling.]

1 MS. Reports, Memorials, &c., 1726-94, pp. 320-7
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9 September 1793
Appoint baillie Robertson [and others] as a committee of council to Committeegto

consider a petition of the patrons of Hutchisons Hospital, dated 29th fOr Hutche-
August last, praying that the magistrates and council would, in terms sonsHosPltal-
of an act of parliament of the 14th year of his present Majesty, lay off a
street of communication between the old bridge of Glasgow over Clyde
and the bridge over Clyde at the foot of Jamaica Street, upon the south
side of the said river Clyde, upon the patrons of the hospital making
satisfaction to the owners of the ground to be occupied by the said street,
if they be entitled to that indemnification, under the authority of the
said act of parliament; with power to the said committee to lay off the
said street and to take all necessary steps for carrying the said act of
parliament into execution relative to that street.

There was presented a petition from the Rev. Dr. William Taylor, Petition of
minister of the High Church of Glasgow, stating that by virtue of an Pbout^euing
act passed during the last session of parliament he was enabled to feu, or his glebe.
dispose of by contracts of ground annual, the glebe belonging to his parish,
for building ground, with consent of the magistrates and town council
and of the presbytery of Glasgow, and that he wished to carry that act
into execution as soon as a favourable opportunity of doing so should
occur, with which view he had got a ground plan of the said glebe made
out, upon which was delineated the intended streets and building lotts of
ground upon that part of the glebe lying nearest to the city of Glasgow,
that he had also drawn a scroll of articles of roup for disposing of the
said- lotts of building ground, which plan and scroll of articles had been
laid before the presbytery, who after mature deliberation had approven
of them and had appointed Dr. Porteous and Dr. Lockhart, two of the
ministers of Glasgow, and Mr. Burns, minister of the Barony parish of
Glasgow, as a committee of the presbytery, to co-operate with the
petitioner in disposing of the said glebe, with power to that committee to
give consent, in the name of the presbytery, to such feus or sales by
contracts of ground annual as the petitioner might make in terms of
the said act of parliament, and in conformity to the said plan and articles
of roup, as the minutes of presbytery more fully bore, a copy of which,
with the said plan and scroll of the articles of roup, was produced along

2 L



530 EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS [1793.

with the said petition, and therefore the petitioner prayed that the
magistrates and town council would, if they approved of the said plan and
articles of roup, appoint a committee of their number, with power to
consent to such feus or sales of ground annual as he might make in
conformity thereto and in terms of the said act of parliament. Which
petition, plan and writings before mentioned, being considered by the
magistrates and council, they appoint baillie Muirhead [and others]
alongst with the town clerks, to consider the same and to report their
opinion relative thereto to the next meeting of council.

M t<:c tt0™! ^r’ Orr’ 0Ile t°wn clerks, produced a letter from Mr. M'Dowall
produced. °f Garthland, member of parliament for the city, enclosing a letter from

Mr. Cottrell, secretary of the committee of privy council for trade, stating
reasons why the request of the magistrates and town council relative to
opening the ports of Scotland for the importation of wheat and wheat flour,
mentioned in an act of council dated 9th and in another dated 18th July
last, could not be complied with.

Proposal of Remit to James M'Lehose, present deacon conveener, and the master
‘ of work, to consider a proposal made by Robert Shaw for taking in lease
that part of the barony of Gorbals which was lately possessed by the
deceased William Pollock, carter in Glasgow, and appoint the said
committee to report their opinion relative to the said proposal to the next
meeting of council.

26 September 1793
Report of The committee of council appointed to consider the petition of the
about^aising incorPoration of hammermen, praying that the magistrates and town
the hammer- council would ratify an act of the said incorporation dated 26th November,
fine*3 freedoni 1779, augmenting their freedom fines, gave in a report stating it as their

opinion that these augmentations which are specified in the act of council
of 14th August last, appeared to be reasonable, and recommending it to
the magistrates and town council to confirm and ratify the same. Which
report being considered by the magistrates and council they approve
thereof, and do hereby ratify and confirm the said augmented freedom
fines, from and after the date of this act of council in all time coming,
and appoint an extract of this act of council and of the said act of 14th
August last to be delivered to the deacon of the said incorporation of
hammermen with the seal of the city thereto affixed.
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The committee of council appointed to consider the petition of Dr. Report ofj- e 9 committee
William Taylor, minister of the High Church, relative to the disposing about High
of the glebe of the said parish by contracts of ground annual, reportedChurch Slebe'
that they had, in obedience to the act of council of the 9th of September
current, considered the said petition, with a plan of the glebe, a scroll of
articles of roup for disposing of the ground of the glebe, with the minutes
of the presbytery of Glasgow relative to that business, and that the
committee approved of the said plan and articles of roup in general, and
recommend it to the magistrates and council to appoint a committee of
their number with power to carry the intended sale of the glebe into
execution. Which report being considered by the magistrates and council
they approve thereof and appoint the lord provost and baillies of the city
for the time being to carry the intended sale of the said glebe into
execution, with power to the said magistrates to execute and subscribe the
said articles of roup and to fill up the blanks in the said scroll and after­
wards to execute and subscribe such contracts of sale and ground annual,
in name and on behalf of the magistrates and town council of Glasgow,
as may be necessary to be entered into with the purchasers of the lotts of
ground of the said glebe which may be sold in terms of the said or any
subsequent articles of roup, and in terms of an act of parliament of the
33rd year of his present Majesty authorising these sales, the lord provost
for the time being, with any one or more of the baillies, being a quorum
of this committee with the powers hereby committed to them. And
appoint an extract of this act of council and of the said act of the 9th of
September current, with the city seal thereto affixed, to be delivered to
the said Dr. William Taylor.

The committee upon the road between the old bridge of Glasgow and Road
the bridge over Clyde at Jamaica Street reported that they had lined off and'nX °ld
the said road on the south side of Clyde from the corner of the house bridge.
formerly the property of (blank) Picken, now of James Shaw, to the
east corner of the house belonging to Donald Fraser, which was as far
as any buildings were about to be erected at present on that road. The
magistrates and council approve of and ratify the proceedings of the said
committee, and continue it with power to proceed in lining off the said
road from time to time as may be found necessary.
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Contract with Upon considering a letter from Messrs. Bell and Boyd to the lord
&Boyd.Be11 provost, dated 14th May last, requesting that the magistrates and council

would execute a contract of agreement with them relative to their property
contiguous to the tron steeple, upon the same terms with the agreement
between the town and Messrs. Gilbert Shearer and company, dated 1st
March 1791, the magistrates and council agree to the proposal of Messrs.
Bell and Boyd, remit to the town clerks to draw contract of agreement
in terms thereof, and appoint the said provost and magistrates a com­
mittee of council to execute and subscribe the said contract in name
and behalf of the magistrates and council as representing the community
of the city of Glasgow.

Precept to Authorize the treasurer to pay to Robert Farie, stationer, £32 Ils.
’ sterling for stationary ware furnished to the council and town clerks
chambers, conformable to an accompt produced, commencing 6th October
1792, and ending 21st September 1793.

Precept to Authorize the treasurer to pay to Brash and Reid, stationers, £11 Ils.
Reid. sterling for stationary ware furnished by them to the town council and

clerks chambers, conformable to an accompt produced, commencing 30th
April 1791 and ending 26th August 1793.

Act about The magistrates and council, considering the increased expense of
wareTur^ stationary ware furnished to the council and clerks chambers, do hereby
nished to the enact and ordain that no stationary ware shall in future be got from anyclerks cham- J ,
bers. stationer but those specially named by the magistrates, and that these

stationers shall be instructed not to furnish any articles, either for the
council or clerks chambers, without orders in writing given to them,
signed either by one of the magistrates or one of the town clerks, and
further enact that an accompt shall be kept in each of the offices in the
clerks chambers of the different articles of stationary ware used in them
respectively, and that the foresaid written orders shall specify the offices
in which the different articles are to be used, and appoint the town clerks
to intimate this act of council to the extractors and under clerks in their
respective offices.

1 October 1793
Election of [Gilbert Hamilton, provost; John Hamilton, junior, and John
provost, Buchanan, of the merchant rank, and John Tennant, of the crafts rank,baillCS, &c. e

bailies.]
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[William Hood, eldest bailie of the towns of Port Glasgow and Newark.] Eldest bailie
of Port
Glasgow.

4 October 1793
[Thirteen merchants and twelve craftsmen councillors for the ensuing Election of
t councillors.year. J

8 October 1793
The most noble the Marquis of Lorn, Latin secretary to his Majesty Honorary

and historiographer to the honourable East India company, Robert Preston =
of Woodford, esqr., member of parliament for Chichester, Sir Charles
Preston of Valleyfield, baronet, and Allan M‘Conochie of Meadow, esqr.,
sheriff depute of Renfrewshire, are unanimously admitted honorary
burgesses and guild brethern of this city.

9 October 1793
[John Dunlop, dean of guild; William Auchincloss, deacon conveener; Election of

James M'Dowall, treasurer; Robert Waddell, bailie, and James Shaw, conjunct°f guild>
bailie of Gorbals; William Shaw, water bailie; John Brown, master of work;
Robert Dreghorn, bailie of Provan; Alexander Galloway, visitor of maltmen;
David Hutchison, procurator fiscal; John Orr and John Wilson, town clerks.]

[Appointments of directors of the town’s hospital, annual committee, com- Directors,
mittee on public works, Clyde commissioners, bridge commissioners, committees qi°J^ersS com-
on bridewell, Grammar School, and tradesmen’s accompts, and directors of mittees.
Sunday Schools.]

Nominate and appoint the lord provost, baillies, dean of guild, deacon Committee on
conveener and treasurer, as a committee of council, for executing,the Green-
directing and superintending the different alterations and improvements
which are appointed by former acts of council to be made on the Green of
Glasgow, including the building of the intended golf house.

13 November 1793
Re-elect Thomas Laurie, merchant in Glasgow, to be collector of the Collector of

assessment of the poor of this city, for the current year, and of the arrears assessment'
of the said assessment, instead of George Storrie, who was appointed to
that office by act of council of 14th August last but who has declined to
accept of it.
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Committee to
purchase
parts of land

Sir John
Maxwell and
William
Wardrops
memorial
about a
jettee.

Common
sewer and
parapet wall
in Howard
Street.

Appoint Alexander Low [and others] as a committee of council to
consider a memorial of this date for Sir John Maxwell of Pollock, baronet,
and William Wardrop of Dumbreck, praying that the magistrates and
council would allow them to convey coals alongst one of the jettees of the
river Clyde, near Govan, and to use the said jettee for shipping of coals,
untill a more commodious quay should be erected, the memorialists
becoming bound to uphold and keep the jettee in proper repair and leaving
it in that condition, at the sight of the overseer on the river, and also
becoming bound not to injure the navigation of the river in any respect
by their operations, and appoint the said committee to report their opinion
how far it may be expedient to grant the desire of the said memorial; and
also to consider a letter to the lord provost from Mr. Pollock, a minister
of Govan, objecting to that measure, and to report their opinion relative
thereto.

Appoint the dean of guild [and others] as a committee of council to
consider an estimate for making a common sewer and parapet wall alongst
the side of Howard Street, and to report their opinion whether or not the
town ought to pay any proportion of the expense of these operations and
if so what sum ought to be paid by the town.

The magistrates and council having agreed to purchase those parts
of the tenement of land adjoining to the tolbooth which do not already

next tolbooth. belong to the city, in order to enlarge and improve the tolbooth, court hall
and clerks chambers, by virtue of an act of parliament lately obtained
for that purpose, do hereby nominate and appoint the lord provost, baillies,
dean of guild and deacon conveener, for the time being, as a committee
of council, to make the purchases before mentioned, with power to the said
committee to purchase the foresaid parts of the said tenement from the
proprietors thereof, either by bargains with them by submission to arbiters,
or otherways as to them may seem proper, with power to them to name
arbiters and subscribe submissions on behalf of the magistrates and
council,' and recommend it to the committee to procure plans and estimates
for making the intended alterations and improvements upon the tolbooth
court hall and clerks chambers and to report the same io the magistrates
and council.

Petition of Appoint Robert Robertson [and others] as a committee of council 
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to consider the petition of the North Parish Washing Green society, the North
praying to be erected into a body corporate, by a seal of cause, and appoint Washing
the said committee to report their opinion of that proposal to the next Green
meeting of council.

Upon the motion of John Dunlop, esqr., dean of guild, the lord
provost, magistrates and town council of the city of Glasgow, in common william
council assembled, resolved unanimously to present their thanks to Pulteney, esq.
William Pultney, esqr., member of Parliament, an honorary burgess and
guild brother of Glasgow, for his services to his country in general and
to this city in particular, which were conspicuous in an eminent degree
in his late conduct as a commissioner for issuing certain exchequer bills,
from which wise and salutary measure the trade and manufactures of
Great Britain have received the most essential support.

Upon the motion of John Dunlop, esqr., dean of guild, resolved Honorary
unanimously that the freedom of this city and the thanks of the lordbur8ess’
provost, magistrates and council, in common council assembled, be pre­
sented to Gilbert Innes, esq. of Stow, deputy governor of the Royal Bank
of Scotland, for the great services he has rendered to this country as a
commissioner for issuing certain exchequer bills, by the unremitting
attention he has paid to that business.

23 December 1793
The committee of council appointed to consider the memorial of Sir Report on

John Maxwell of Pollock and William Wardrop of Dumbreck, gave in a^j1' John q
report, stating that they did not think the memorialists were entitled to Mr. William
any sum for alledged damage sustained by them prior to the date of their SinlriaL
memorial and that they had no legal claim to use the jettees for the
purposes mentioned in the memorial, but the committee were of opinion
that the memorialists might be permitted, as a favor, to load coals from
the two jettees mentioned in their memorial, viz., the one which is nearly
opposite the house of Mr. Gray of Heatheryhall, and the other which is
nearly opposite to the minister of Govan’s manse, upon the memorialists
granting an obligation to the magistrates and council to repair any damage
occasioned to the jettees, while they load coals from them, at the sight of
the overseer on the river or any other person named by the council, untill 
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the memorialists fix upon another place for loading their coals at and
make a proper breast for that purpose, and upon condition that the
memorialists shall pay the full river dues for their coals, in the same
manner as if-they had been loaded at the Broomielaw, and that they
shall give notice to the overseer on the river when they cease to use the
said jettees in manner aforesaid, that they may be inspected and put into
sufficient repair at the memorialists expense. The committee also reported
that they saw no good objection on the part of the minister of Govan to
allowing the memorialists the privilege before mentioned, as the
memorialists would be obliged to pay him for any damage done to his
grass by their operations. Which report being considered by the magis­
trates and council they approve thereof and grant leave to the memorialists
to use the jettees therein described for the purposes and upon the con­
ditions therein mentioned, but reserving power to the magistrates and
council to withdraw this grant at any time if the exercise of it shall prove
injurious to the navigation of the river Clyde.

Allow Robert Upon the petition of Robert Shaw, tennant of the farm of Bryceland,
upTbye road Par^ barony of Gorbals belonging to the city, allow the said Robert
in Gorbal Shaw to shut up a bye road which leads through the middle of the said
ground. farm f0 Butterbiggins and Langside, provided the said Robert Shaw shall,

in a legal manner, obtain the authority of the justices of the peace for
shutting up the said road, and shall also, at his own expence, make and
form a new road to the foresaid places alongst the south side of the said
farm instead of the one which he proposes to shut up.

Petition of Appoint baillie Hamilton [and others] as a committee of council to
ofCb«ber8tlOn consi^er a petition of the incorporation of barbers, praying that the

magistrates and council would ratify and confirm an act of their cor­
poration dated 22nd July last, making certain regulations and amongst
others raising their freedom fines in the manner following, viz., from
.£8 Gs. 8d. sterling to £12 sterling for strangers entering, from 5s.
sterling to £2 sterling for sons and sons-in-law, and from £2 10s. sterling
to £3 sterling for apprentices entering with the incorporation, which act
had been approved of and ratified by the trades house on 6th December
current, as appeared by their act produced with the said petition, and the
said committee are appointed to report their opinion of the said petition 
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and act of the said incorporation of barbers to the next meeting* of
council.

Refuse a proposal of Mr. James Robertson, contained in a letter Proposal of
from Mr. John Lang, writer, his agent, dated 12th December current, ofRobertson.
entering into a submission of a process between Mr. Robertson and the
town about a piece of ground belonging to the towns miln, because that
matter has been already decided in the towns favour, with expenses, both
by the sheriff of Lanarkshire and the court of session.

Upon the recommendation of Mr. Robert Waddell, present baillie of A^oth®r
Gorbals, agree to appoint another officer for the village of Gorbals, with Gorbals.
the same powers, privileges and emoluments which are enjoyed by the
present officer of that village, and empower the lord provost and magis­
trates to appoint the said new officer, to take his oath de fideli adminis-
tratione officii and a bond of cautionry for his good behaviour in common
form.

Upon the petition of John M‘George, shore master at the Broomielaw, Shore masters
agree to augment his sallary to .£40 sterling per annum, to commence assaIar"’
at Michaelmas last.

[Submitted to arbiters claim of Peter Mann, tacksman of part of the barony Submitsion
of Gorbals, “ for damages done to his farm by the working of a stone quarry ^1£^1nf>eter
within it.”]

Appoint baillie Buchanan [and others] as a committee of council to David Allans
consider a memorial for David Allan, merchant in Glasgow, proposingmemor,al-
to purchase a small part of the towns property at the head of the Green,
acquired from the late Colin Rae and lately possessed by John King.

The magistrates and council, considering that the tack of the citys imp03t on ale
impost of 2d. upon the pint of ale and beer, which was granted to theandbeer*
maltmen and brewers of Glasgow, is now expired, and that they and the
magistrates have not agreed about a renewal of that tack, do therefore
resolve to collect the said impost duty for the current year, for behoof
of the city, at the same rate at which the maltmen and brewers themselves
collected that duty during the currency of their tacks, reserving power to
the magistrates and town council, at the expiration of this year, if they
shall judge proper, or at any future period, by themselves or their tacks­
men or factors, to levy the said impost duty according to the full amount



538 EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS [1793.

Precept to
Peter Tait.

Precept to
William
Reid & Co.

Precept to
Sunday
schools.

Manager of
infirmary.

Green of
Glasgow.

Refuse to
agree to Mr.
Allans pro­
posal.

Letters of
thanks.

specified and enacted in the acts of parliament by which it is granted,
and authorize the lord provost and magistrates to treat with John Brown,
master of work, about collecting the said duty, and settling upon him a
suitable sallary for his trouble and in consideration of his insuring the
debts to the town, and appoint the magistrates to report the result of their
conference with Air. Brown on that business.

Authorize the treasurer to pay Peter Tait, publisher of the Glasgow
Journal, £25 16s. sterling for advertisements and for furnishing the said
newspaper to the magistrates, conformable to an accompt commencing
in June, 1791, and ending 26th November, 1793, but including payment
for the said newspaper till 1st January, 1794.

3 January 1794
Authorise the treasurer to pay to William Reid and company, printers *

in Glasgow, £19 12s. sterling for advertisements in the Glasgow Courier
and for printing work, conformable to an accompt commencing 13th
October, 1791, and ending 11th December, 1793.

Upon the petition of the managers of the Sunday schools in Glasgow,
authorize the treasurer to pay to J ohn Muir, their secretary, for behoof
of that society, £15 sterling.

Continued Mr. David Dale, a member of council, to be manager of
the Glasgow Royal Infirmary for the ensuing year.

Recommend it to the committee on the Green of Glasgow who were
appointed on 9th October last to report their opinion to the next meeting
of council with regard to the alterations and improvements proper to be
made upon the said Green.

The committee appointed to consider David Allans proposal for
purchasing part of the land at the head of the Green gave in a report
which the magistrates and council approve of, and refuse to agree to Mr.
Allans proposal.

The lord provost produced letters from William Pulteney and Gilbert
Innes, esq., expressing their sense of the honour which the magistrates and
council had done them by their votes of thanks for their services specified
in the minutes of council of 13th November last, of which the lord
provost had transmitted extracts to them, and returning thanks to the
magistrates and council for these marks of their approbation.



1794.] OF THE BURGH OF GLASGOW. 539

Authorize James M‘Dowall, treasurer, to pay to John Seton, the citys Precept to
agent in London, £578 2s. Gd. sterling, being the amount of the expence of J°hn Seton-
passing the act of parliament for rebuilding the Tron Church and for
building a bridge over Clyde opposite to Saltmarket Street, &c.

15 January 1794
Appoint John Campbell of Clathick [and others] as a committee of Tollhouse on

council to consider a petition of the trades house of Glasgow and others, ne" bnnge’
praying that the tollhouse on the south end of the new bridge across Clyde,
at Jamaica Street, may be removed to a small distance from its present
situation, in order to make room for a new street thro’ the ground lately
feued by the trades house for building a village upon.

The committee on the Grammar School gave in a report recommending Master of
Mr. James Gibson, rector of the Grammar School at Inverary, as a fit
person to supply the vacancy in the Grammar School of Glasgow,
occasioned by the death of Mr. John Dow, late one of the masters of the
said school; which recommendation, with the certificates produced by the
said James Gibson, Being considered by the magistrates and council, they
unanimously nominate and appoint the said Mr. James Gibson to be one
of the masters of the Grammar School of Glasgow, during their pleasure
allenarly, in place of the said John Dow; with full power to the said
James Gibson to exercise the duties of the said office and to enjoy the
privileges and emoluments thereof in as full and ample a manner as the
same were exercised and enjoyed by his said predecessor; with this con­
dition that Mr. Gibson shall pay to the widow and children of the said
John Dow such a proportion of the offerings which he shall receive at
Candlemas next as the said committee or their quorum shall think proper.

Appoint the committee of council on the Grammar School to consider Committee on
the case of a son and daughter of the deceased John Dow, late one of the f^JyOW8
masters of the Grammar School of Glasgow, who are young and left
destitute, and to report their opinion what provision the magistrates and
town council ought to make for the said children.

Agree to take into consideration, at the next meeting of council, a To consider
recommendation of the committee on the Grammar School to appoint aabout
fifth master to the said school, so as to render the course of it five years fifth master.
instead of four which it is at present.
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Seal of cause
to the North
Parish
Washing
Green
Society.

the impost duty payable to the city on ale and beer, agree to rescind that
act of council and to let the said impost duty for this current year by
publick roup, at the upset price of £2,400 sterling; and empower the lord
provost [and others] to execute and subscribe articles of roup for letting
the said duties upon such day as they shall appoint, and also to carry the
said roup into execution, the same being first duely advertised in terms
of the acts of parliament and the overseers named in the said acts being
requested by letters from the town clerks to attend and be present at the
said roup. In the meantime authorise John Brown, master of work, to
collect the duties which may fall due between and the day of the roup.

The committee of council appointed by an act of 23 December last
to consider a petition of the incorporation of barbers gave in a report
stating it as their opinion that the augmentations of freedom fines and
other regulations specified in the act of the said incorporation, referred to
in the foresaid act of council, were proper and reasonable and therefore
the said committee recommended to the magistrates and town council
to ratify and confirm the same. [Here follows act of the incorporation of
barbers dated 22 July 1793]. Which report of the committee of council
and act of the incorporation of barbers being considered by the magistrates
and council they approve of the said act and of the alterations and regu­
lations therein specified, and ratify and confirm the same accordingly.
And appoint the town clerks to deliver to the deacon of the said incorpora­
tion an extract of this act of council, with the seal of the city thereto
affixed.

. The committee of council appointed to consider the petition of the
1 North Parish Washing Green Society gave in a report recommending

it to the magistrates and council to give to the said society a seal of cause,
as is craved in the prayer of the said petition, which the magistrates and
town council agree to grant accordingly, the tenor of which follows: —

There was presented to the magistrates and council a petition from John
Reid, manufacturer in Glasgow, preses, and James Scott, merchant in Glasgow,
treasurer of the North Parish Washing Green Society, in name and on behalf
of the said society, showing that the heritors of the north parish of Glasgow 

Freedom
fines, &c., of
the incor­
poration of
barbers.

Committee In consideration of certain circumstances which have occurred since
impost'dutye date of an act of council of 23 December last, relative to collecting
for one year. f ’
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had for a long time been proprietors of a piece of ground near the
metropolitan church of Glasgow, acquired from Thomas Leitch, which from its
vicinity to the Molindinar Burn is excellently adapted for a washing green;
that the petitioners have spared no pains in compleatly fitting it for that
purpose; that by means of a voluntary contribution they had got the hollow
places of it filled up and had built a washing house upon it, furnished with
boilers and every other necessary accommodation for washing clothes; that they
had formed themselves into a society under the name of the North Parish
Washing Green Society, had chosen a preses, secretary and directors, and had
resolved to apply to the magistrates and town council of Glasgow to give the
society stability and a nomen juris, by granting them a seal of cause, with the
powers and facilities usually granted in similar cases, as the said petition,
subscribed by the said John Reid and James Coats, more fully bears.

Which petition being read to and considered by the magistrates and
town council of Glasgow, assembled in council, they find the prayer of the
petition reasonable and expedient, and do therefore hereby erect into a
corporation or body corporate and politic, the said John Reid, preses;
James Coats, treasurer; and the present directors of the said society, and
their successors in office, and the other members of the said society and
the persons who may in future be admitted members thereof, by the name,
title and designation of “ The North Parish Washing Green Society,” with
the powers and privileges and under the conditions after written. [Here
follow conditions, rules and regulations, with the usual powers and
privileges conferred by a seal of cause, including power to hold property,
sue and be sued under corporate name; a preses, treasurer, 8 directors,
a clerk and officer to be chosen yearly; custody of bonds, records and
valuable papers; power tn set washing-house and ground to tacksmen;
table of dues of washing to be paid by (1) proprietors or inhabitants of the
north parish and (2) other persons, as well as “ all warehousemen by trade
whether they be proprietors or inhabitants in said parish or not; ” and
distribution of surplus funds to such people in the parish as are proper
objects of charity.]

4 March 1794
The lord provost reported to the council that in terms of the act of The impost

15th January last [the impost duties of beer and ale brewed and vended the brewers
for one year.
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in the city and barony of Gorbals had been set, by public roup, for the
current year from 6th October last, and that the same had been taken]
at the rent of £2,400 sterling by William Pinkerton, Robert Struthers,
John Tennant, Robert Tennant, Alexander Galloway and Robert Peat,
brewers in Glasgow, James Warroch, brewer in Anderston, and Robert
Cowan and James Hopkirk, merchants in Glasgow.

Grounds The lord provost reported that in consequence of a contract of sale
betweeiTthe aIL(^ submission, dated 7th May, 1792, and recorded with the decree arbitral
city and aftermentioned in the burgh court books of Glasgow, 6th December last,
colledge. whereby a committee of council, on the one part, and a committee of pro­

fessors of the university of Glasgow, on the other part, had agreed as
follows, viz., that the principal and professors of the colledge should
dispone to the magistrates and council, in behalf of the community of the
city, certain lands therein described, lying upon the north side of the
public road leading from the Gallowgate to Camlachie, as delineated in a
plan thereby referred to, in consideration whereof the magistrates and
council had agreed to sell and dispone to the university the old meal
market opposite to the colledge, certain houses now occupied as a bridewell
behind the same, and other adjacent subjects belonging to the city, with
a tack in favour of the city of an area and brick house at the back of bride­
well, which subjects the parties agreed to dispone severally to each other
upon the respective values thereof being determined by Messrs. Archibald
Grahame and Dougal Bannatyne, arbiters mutually chosen for that
purpose. These arbiters had, upon 9th November last, pronounced a
decree arbitral finding that the grounds agreed by the said contract to be
mutually disponed are of equal value, subject to the tacks affecting any
part thereof, and therefore found no consideration money due by one party
to the other for the mutual stipulated conveyances of these subjects,
excepting that part of the ground belonging to the colledge delineated
in the said plan, lying on the north side of the Gallowgate and allotted
for building a church, providing, as the said contract stipulates, the same
be done within ten years of the date of the said decree, which ground
and priviledge of entry from Gallowgate thereto the said arbiters valued
at £500, to be paid by the city to the colledge on the formers claiming
and setting of the ground and before building thereon. And further the 
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said arbiters decerned and ordained the said parties, when required, to
execute the mutual deeds of conveyance stipulated by the said contract
and submission, but with this declaration that the magistrates and council
may, if they think proper, retain the possession of the subjects to be dis­
poned by them till the term of Whitsunday 1795, “ paying therefor at the
rate of £25 sterling yearly from Whitsunday, 1795, for the two following
years, or such part thereof as they shall retain such possession.”

And the lord provost reported to the council that government had Resolutions
proposed and agreed to a plan for building, on the latters expence, barracks bunCdingnS
for soldiers upon a certain part of the said grounds purchased as above barracks.
from the colledge; and as it appeared that it might be necessary to take
into the barracks and their precincts part of the ground sold by the
colledjye as above, but which is now under lease to Robert M‘Nair, who
declared his willingness to convey or renounce the lease in favour of the
city upon getting the value thereof as the same should be ascertained by
arbiters, the council authorize the lord provost and baillies for the time
being to treat and agree with Mr. M‘Nair with regard to the value of the
said lease, and if necessary to submit the same to such arbiter or arbiters
as shall be mutually agreed on between the lord provost and magistrates
on the one part and Mr. M‘Nair on the other. The council further
authorize the lord provost and magistrates to treat and agree with those
descriptions of the inhabitants who are liable to local quarters of soldiers
with regard to the quantum of contribution they will make to reimburse
the city for the price of the ground purchased as above for building
barracks on, and to adopt such measures as the lord provost and magis­
trates shall think proper for such reimbursement, in respect that the value
advanced by the city tends to the relief of such individuals. And as soon To convey
as the barracks are built and finished for the reception of soldiers, onthe Sround to. x ’ government.
governments expence, and upon an agreement being made with govern­
ment by the said lord provost and magistrates with regard to the expence
of upholding and keeping in repair the barracks and furniture thereof,
the council authorize the lord provost and baillies for the time being, as
a committee of their number, to dispone and convey, heritably and
irredeemably, to his Majesty and his heirs and successors, the ground upon
which the said barracks shall be built, and their precincts, to be occupied 
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as barracks for soldiers only, and under such other limitations and con­
ditions as shall be agreed to by government, and the said committee
reserving to the magistrates and council to give such other powers and
instructions in relation to the premises to the said committee as shall be
judged necessary before the final conclusion of the business hereby
committed to them.

Committee to
contract for
building
bridewell.

The council further authorize the said committee to receive plans for
building a bridewell on part of the ground purchased from the colledge,
and to enter into and subscribe contracts with any tradesman or tradesmen
for building the same.

New church
and session
house in
Trongate.

The lord provost reported that the committee appointed to enter into
a contract for building a new church and session house upon the site of
the old Trone Church, lately burned by accidental fire, had upon 31st
January last entered into and subscribed a contract with Daniel Wardrop,
mason in Glasgow, and Andrew McFarlane, wright, there, as principals,
and ^Robert Muirhead, merchant and late baillie, as cautioner for them,
for executing the stone, timber and other work of the said kirk and session
house, agreeably to a plan thereby referred to, at the price of £2,180
sterling, payable by the following installments, viz., £500 when the walls
of the church are built to the levels of the window soles, £480 when the 
church is built to the level of the cornice, £420 when the roofs of the
church and session house are slated, £420 when the window, ceilings
and gallaries are finished, £1-70 when the ground flat is seated, floored,
paved, and the doors, locks and bolts are all finished, and the remaining
£190 when the church and session house are completely finished and the
keys delivered, in full of the said stipulated price, over and beside the
sum of £19 15s. to be paid to the contractors for clearing the rubbish
of the old church and digging the foundation of the new one, and
£5 8s. for finishing the front of the gallarie with a dentile cornice if
required, and the sum of (blank) for ornaments on the door if ordered.
And in case the magistrates and council shall order the contractors to
make one or more vents in the church for stoves or fire-places the latter
shall be paid at the rate of 18d. for each lineal foot of the vents; but
deducting from the said prices £42 as the value of the materials of the
old church sold to the contractors. The installments are to bear interest 
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from the terms of payment. It is provided that the stonework shall be
finished and ready for the roof by the 1st June, 1794, and the whole work
completely finished and the keys delivered by the term of Martinmass
thereafter.

The council authorize the procurator fiscal, in behalf of the magis- Road thro’
trates and council, to prefer an application to the justices of peace for quarry to bo
altering the high road through Hamiltonhill quarry, agreeably to a planaltered-
made out for that alteration, and appoint the lord provost and baillies, as
a committee, when the alteration is authorized, for carrying it into
execution; and instruct the clerks to see the application to the justices
brought to an issue.

The council agree to present the freedom of the city to Oliver Honorary
Delaney, esqr., barrack master general, now in town on the part ofburgess'
government concerning the business of the barracks, and do hereby make
the said Oliver Delaney an honorary burgess and guild brother of the city
with all the priviledges thereto belonging.

25 March 1794
Mr. Campbell of Clathic, conveener of the committee appointed by Tollhouse at

act of council of 15th January last, for considering the petition of the the newld °f
Tradeshouse for removing the tollhouse on the south end of the new bridge.
bridge, gave in a report to the committee in writing bearing that they
having examined the plan of the ground and viewed the situation of the
tollhouse, report it as their opinion that the tollhouse is not built upon
any part of the ground belonging to the Tradeshouse, but as the present
situation is highly inconvenient for them the committee are of opinion
that the magistrates and council may allow the tollhouse to be taken
down and rebuilt nearer the river, providing that the expence of its
removal and rebuilding another be defrayed at the expence of the trades,
and also that the front of the new tollhouse be erected in such a manner
as to be an ornament to the bridge, which the committee apprehend may
be done with very little additional expence to the Tradeshouse; which
report being considered by the magistrates and council they appoint an
extract thereof to be delivered to the deacon conveener in order to be
laid by him before the Tradeshouse, and delay the consideration of the
report till afterwards.

2 M
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contract
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A letter from
the lord
provost of

Committee
about remov­
ing Tollhouse
of the new
bridge.

21 April 1794
The lord provost produced a letter to him from John Caw, esqr., the

provost of Perth,

3 April 1794
The lord provost produced a plan of the intended bridge over Clyde,

opposite to the Saltmarket, with an estimate of the expence of building
that bridge and an offer from a tradesman for executing the work, which
had been approved of by the committee of council who were appointed to
take the management of that business. Which plan and estimate being
considered by the magistrates and council they approve thereof and appoint
the lord provost and magistrates [and others] as a committee of council,
with power to them to contract with tradesmen for building the said
bridge and to take all necessary steps for finishing and compleating it
and giving directions relative thereto to the contractors and people serving
under them, and also to appoint an overseer or overseers to superintend
the work; with power also to the committee to lay off the streets and
passages leading to the said bridge and to employ and contract with trades­
men for levelling and paving the same and for embanking the river, where
it may be necessary to do so for the preservation of the said bridge,
streets and passages, and to purchase such ground, houses and tenements
as will be occupied by those streets and passages, and to agree and contract
for building such walls as may be necessary for the foresaid purposes and
for enclosing the Green of Glasgow, in the vicinity of the bridge, and in
general to do every thing that may be proper and necessary for executing
the business hereby committed to them, in concert with the patrons of
Hutchesons Hospital and the said Robert Houstoun Rae, who have sub­
scribed large sums towards the expence of the bridge.

Appoint the lord provost [and others] as a committee of council to
act alongst with the tradeshouse in removing and rebuilding the tollhouse
of the bridge at Jamaica Street, with power to them to carry into execution
any plan of a new tollhouse which they and the tradeshouse may approve
of, and to fix the situation of the said tollhouse.

Admit the right honourable Alexander Abercrombie, one of the lords
of session and justiciary, an honorary burgess and guild brother of this
city.
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Informing his lordship that all the burghs north of the Forth felt very great Perth about
inconvenience from the present arrangement of the general post office, by which, ofgCe°3t
though their letters arrive at Edinburgh at seven o’clock in the morning, yet
they are not despatched from thence till eight o’clock at night, so that they
lye in Edinburgh for more than twelve hours, and the mail is obliged to cross
the Forth at Queens ferry at midnight, to remedy which evil all the burghs north
of the Forth had sent a joint petition to the postmasters general in London,
representing this grievance and praying that the north mail might be despatched
from Edinburgh at nine or ten o’clock in the morning, whereby it would
cross the ferry at noon and the burghs would get their letters twelve hours
sooner than at present. Provost Caw added that the northern burghs were to
lay the mattei' before the general meetings of their respective counties on 30th
April current, from whom a warm support of the application was expected,
and there was annexed to the letter a copy of the minutes of a meeting of the
county of Perth, dated 11th April current, approving of the application to the
postmasters general and recommending to their representative in parliament to
use his best endeavours towards attaining a favourable issue to their applica­
tion. Provost Caw represented the proposed alteration of the arrangement
at the post office as a matter of importance to the city of Glasgow, the corres­
pondence between Glasgow and Perth being of considerable magnitude, and
if the alteration be procured an answer to a letter from the one place to the
other would be received in two days, which at present requires four days. He
therefore requested that the magistrates and town council of Glasgow would
join in the application by sending a petition to the postmasters general in
London, praying that the said alteration may speedily take place.

Which being considered by the magistrates and council they highly
approve of the intended application, as the proposed alteration will be a
very great advantage to the commerce and manufactures of Glasgow, and
impower the lord provost and magistrates to co-operate with the northern
counties and burghs in their present application, by a petition to the
postmasters general in London, or by any other means the most likely to
attain this desirable object. .And appoint an extract of this minute of
council to be transmitted to Sir James Stewart Denham of Coltness,
member of parliament for this county, to be by him laid before the county
meeting on 30th April current, with a request that the county will give
aid and assistance to procure the wished for alteration of the post office
arrangement at Edinburgh.
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Petition of Appoint Alexander Low [and others J as a committee of council to
iBrJwns J consider a petition of the proprietors of Brown Street, between Glasgow
street. and Anderston, to have that street paved at the expence of the city, and

appoint the committee to report their opinion of that proposal.
CcmciiTtee to Appoint the lord provost [and others J as a committee of council to
zz- 'lzneiv consider plans produced by the lord provost for altering the seats of the

Inner or Metropolitan High Church of the city, whereby the church
would not only be ornamented but the number of sitters would be 
increased and the seat rents might be raised so as to make the alterationso
beneficial to the towns revenue, and appoint the said committee to report
their opinion with regard to the propriety of that measure.

C_~mittee The lord provost stated that, in obedience to former acts of council,
ef r^ie meal market, the present bridewell, and other subjects in the vicinity
±e thereof, had been exchanged with the college of Glasgow for a garden,

a small field and other subjects at the Butts, beyond the Gallowgate Street,
upon part- of which the intended barracks for soldiers were to be built,
and that it was proposed to build a new bridewell upon another parr of that
ground, provided it be found proper for that purpose: which being con­
sidered, the magistrates jmd council remit to the committee appointed by
an act of council of 4th March last, to consider the matter before 
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lev setting
the vhuivh
t.-.Us.

mentioned, with the powers to the said committee specified in the said
act of council of 4th March last, or in their option to report their progress
in the business to the magistrates and council before actually carrving it
into execution.

Admit Colonel Graham of Balgowan, member of parliament for
Perthshire, an honorary burgess and guild brother of this citv.

Appoint the magistrates [and others’] as a committee of council.
alongst nith the chamberlain, for setting the church seats belonging to
the city for t he ensuing year upon the same terms as they were set "last
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the lieln equiiiHn el1 purnhiminji llmp.iimml and houses in Street or-i

* Ip|i nit'i w



1794.] OF THE BURGH OF GLASGOW. 549

of making the street up to the bridge on the north side of Clyde, the hospital
bearing half the extra expense of building the bridge, which is represented
not to exceed £1,000 in whole. This proposal the magistrates and council
agreed to.]

12 May 1794
[The committee of council on the building of the bridge reported that they Contract for

had contracted with John Robertson, mason in Pollockshaws, as contractor, and Saltmarket
William Craig and son, timber merchants in Glasgow, and Sorely and Stirling, bridge.
ironmongers there, as his cautioners, for building the bridge at the price of
£3,300 sterling. The bridge to be completed by Martinmas, 1796. Contract
dated 24 and 28, and recorded in Town Court Books 28 April, 1794.]

[The town clerks reported that the arbiters in the submission between Decree arbi-
the magistrates and council and William Robertson and James M'Lehose for tral between

. . . II t*16 cltyanc*fixing the price of the ground occupied by the addition lately made to the quay Messrs.
at the Broomielaw had decerned the magistrates and council to pay Robertson &
£1,168 17s. 6d. sterling as the price of’the ground, with interest thereon from
23rd July, 1790, till payment, and with expenses. The city treasurer was
authorised to pay the amount on delivery of a disposition from the sellers.]

The committee appointed to consider a proposal for raising the dues Report about
of the beef and mutton market gave in a report that in their opinion the raisi“g fch°

•ii iiii ii i i P i ,i n t i.i market duessaid dues ought to be augmented one halt or the former rate, after which approved of.
augmentation they will stand as follows, viz., for each cow 9d., for each
sheep l|d., for each lamb ^d., for each goat l|d., for each hog 3d., and
for each calf l|d., all sterling money, which report being considered by
the magistrates and council they approve thereof; and enact and ordain
the said increased market dues to take place from and after the next set
of the citys common good, commencing on the first Tuesday of June next.

The committee appointed to consider a proposal for altering the Report of
seats of the High Church gave in a report specifying certain alterations coniulittee
i’in .i°ii -iii i ,i ’ii in i about newwhich they thought might be made upon the said church for the con- seating the

venience of the congregation and ornament of the church without injuring Hlgh ehuvch-
the towns revenue, and therefore submitting to the magistrates and
council the propriety of getting plans and estimates of these alterations,
reserving to consider how far it may be proper and expedient to make
similar repairs and alterations upon the Outer High Church, if these
proposed to be made in the Inner Church be found to answer the 



550 EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS [1794.

intended purposes; which report being considered by the magistrates
and council they appoint the said committee to procure plans and
estimates of the said repairs on the Inner High Church and to report
further relative to that matter.

Infirmary Appoint the lord provost, baillies, and master of work, for the time
Churchyard, being, as a committee of council, with power to them to agree with the

directors of the Glasgow Infirmary for selling to them a part of the
garden behind the High Church, lately purchased from John Riddell,
which is necessary for compleating the Infirmary garden, and to dispone
that part of the said ground to the directors of the Infirmary, for payment
of such price as the committee shall agree with them for, with power
also to the said committee to alter the line of the Viccar’s Alley, which
passes through the said garden, agreable to a bargain which was lately
made between the town and the North Parish Washing Green Society,
and also to employ and contract with tradesmen to enclose the remaining
part of the said garden purchased from Mr. Riddell with a stone wall, and
to fitt and prepare it for burying ground by laying it off in proper divisions
and lairs.

The names of
the streets,
&c., to be
painted.

Passage from
St. Andrews
Square to the
Green.

Two cards
from the
bakers about
laddie dues.

Recommend it to the lord provost and magistrates to get the names of
all the streets, wynds, lanes and passages within the city painted in
legible letters on houses or buildings at the ends of them.

Appoint John Craig [and others] as a committee of council to consider
a proposal contained in a letter to tlie lord provost from Cunningham
Corbet, Moses Steven, David Marshall and Ephraim Gardner, for widen­
ing, causewaying and making a foot pavement on the road or lane
leading from St. Andrews Square to the Green of Glasgow, by the
Episcopal chapel, and for straighting the Molendinar burn, and building
a parapet wall alongst the east bank thereof, with power to the said
committee to procure estimates of the expence of performing the towns
part of the said proposed alterations and repairs, and to report their
opinion as to the foresaid proposal.

Mr. Orr, town clerk, produced a card from the agents for the bakers,
defenders in the processes for payment of the laddie dues, offering to
submit their claims for deduction of the byegone laddie dues, on account
of the want of these dues in the assize of bread, to such persons as the 
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magistrates and council might name, or even to the council themselves.
[An answer written by Mr. Orr and another card from the bakers’
agents were also submitted. The magistrates and council thereupon
refused the desire of the bakers] in so far as the same relates to giving
any deduction from the arrears of laddie dues owing by the bakers, upon
account of their not having got allowance of the laddie dues in the
assizes of bread, but agree, if the bakers shall pay those arrears, to pass
from the towns claim of expences against the bakers in the processes
depending before the court of session between the town and them for
payment of laddie dues.1

The committee of council on the barracks and bridewell reported, ReP°^abaut
verbally, that in virtue of the powers vested in them by former acts of ground for
council they had agreed with Robert M‘Nair, merchant in Glasgow, barracksandJ ® bridewell.
Thomas Ilowatson, weaver in Glasgow, Agnes Graham, widow of William 
M‘Aulay, weaver in Glasgow, and Janet Clamie, daughter and heiress
of the deceased William Clemie, weaver in Glasgow, Barbara Mack, his
widow, and John Somervell, merchant in Glasgow, for renunciations
and assignations in favor of the magistrates and town council of tacks
which they held of parts of the lands acquired from the colledge of
Glasgow upon which the barracks and bridewell were intended to be
built, of which tacks about fifty years were unexpired; that they had
agreed to pay Mr. M'Nair a yearly rent of £55 sterling during that
period, in consideration of the renunciation and assignation granted, by
him, and to pay the said Thomas Howatson £81 3s. 9d., the said Agnes
Graham £53 5s., and the said Janet Clemie and others £144 3s. Id.
sterling, of principal sums, in consideration of the renunciations and
assignations granted by them, besides which there would be some small
sums to be paid to the subtenants of the persons beforenamed, in order
to get them removed from their possessions at the ensuing term of
Whitsunday, which sums were not as yet exactly ascertained. The
committee further reported that the persons employed by government
to build the barracks had found it necessary to appropriate to that
purpose the whole ground which had been acquired by the town from

1 the following note is appended:— mentioned in the foregoing minute, are copied
“N.B.— Iho cards and Mr. Orrs letter, into the towns letter book.”
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State of the
towns pro­
cesses at
Edinburgh.

Proposal of
the bakers
agreed to.

the colledge, including that upon which it had been intended to build
the bridewell, but that government would pay the town for all the
ground which they took more than was included in the agreement which
the committee first made with government for giving them ground to
build the barracks upon. The committee further reported that they had
considered the foregoing proposal, which they thought ought to be agreed
to, as they had found upon inspecting and surveying the towns garden
behind the correction house that it would be a more proper situation in
every respect for building the bridewell upon than the ground adjacent
to the barracks, which was fixed upon by former acts of council for
erecting bridewell upon. Which report being considered by the
magistrates and council, they approve of, ratify and confirm the bargains
before mentioned, made by the committee, and agree to the measures
recommended by them, which the said committee are empowered to carry
into execution by selling to government the additional ground which is
wanted for the barracks at such a price as they can agree for, and to
execute the necessary deeds for conveying the same; and also to contract
with and employ tradesmen to erect and finish the intended bridewell in
the said garden behind the correction house, instead of the situation
fixed upon by the former acts of council; and likewise to compleat the
bargains before mentioned with the subtenants of tacksmen before­
named.

The town clerks produced a report from Mr. William Anderson,
writer to the signet, the towns agent in Edinburgh, with regard to the
present state of the towns business and processes there, which the town
clerks are appointed to ingross in the records of council. [Here follow
statements. The Port Glasgow trustees had reclaimed and been
successful, the former decision was reversed and the sale reduced. The
other processes referred to questions with the bakers, small space of
ground at towns mill, encroachment on road from Broomielaw to Partick,
pavements in Trongate, and ladle duty.]

26 May 1794
John Orr, town clerk, reported that since the last meeting of council

he had received a third card from the bakers, defenders in the processes
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about the laddie dues, dated 13 May current, “ agreeing to pay the
arrears of those dues mentioned in the act of council of 12th May current,
provided that the deductions due to the respective individual bakers for
the two years under which they paid the whole demands made by the
town, in consequence of the interlocutor of lord Hailes, shall be allowed
to these individuals in virtue of the interlocutor of the court since lord
Hailes interlocutor.” Which card being considered by the magistrates
and council they agree to the proposal therein contained, whereby it is
understood that the processes during the two years mentioned in the
card shall be decided and settled upon the same principles with those
that have been decided since the last inner house interlocutor and the
interlocutor of the lord ordinary, proceeding upon a joint minute or
memorial of the parties, were pronounced, and that the bakers who were
held as confessed for these two years shall be still allowed to depone in
terms of the references to their oaths; and the town clerks are appointed
to transmit an extract of this act of council to the deacon of the bakers.

The incorporation of fleshers produced a petition praying that the Additional
act of council of 12th May current, establishing additional dues for theniarkcfc tlues-
beef and mutton markets, might be rescinded for reasons stated in the
petition; which being considered by the magistrates and town council
they refused to rescind the said act of council, because they consider the
increased dues to be reasonable and that they have full power to establish
them, but in respect of the present state of the trade and manufactures
of this country, and in order that the fleshers may be fully heard upon
the subject of these additional market dues, the magistrates and council
agree to suspend the execution of the said act of council for this current
year, and authorize the tacksman to levy the market dues according to
the former rates, and the chamberlain to receive his rent at one third part
less than the sum offered by him at the roup, viz., £360 instead of £540
sterling.

Agree to paint St. Andrews Church in terms of an offer made by st. Andrews
Fergus Alexander, painter in Glasgow, for performing that work, specified church to be
in his letter to the lord provost, dated 1st March last, and in a notepainted' 
thereto annexed, and authorize the lord provost and magistrates to agree
with Mr. Alexander for painting the said church in manner aforesaid.
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st. Enochs Remit to the lord provost and magistrates to consider a request of
!>( Air. Taylor, minister of St. Enochs parish, for altering his pulpit, con­

formable to a drawing produced and in terms of an offer made by
Maurice Murray, wright in Glasgow, contained in his letter of 25th
March last, and authorize the lord provost and magistrates to agree with
Mr. Murray for executing the said work if they think it proper and
expedient.

Act about the The lord provost and magistrates reported that the alteration of the
rites {.s(ap]is]linent of the town officers, which was made by an act of council

regaled. dated 20th December 1792, had not at all answered the intended purposes,
and therefore recommending it to the magistrates and council to rescind
the said act of council in the manner specified in the said report ; which
being considered by the magistrates and council they repeal the said act
of council of 20th [December], 1792, in so far as the officers were thereby
divided into court and magistrates officers, and sallaries were fixed and
appointed to the last named class, and enact and ordain that the whole
sixteen officers and the chamber keeper shall perform the towns business
promiscuously, from and after 1st July next, as was the case previous to
passing that act of council, and that they shall receive their emoluments
and bo paid for their labour according to their former practice, but that
the said act of council shall remain in full force in so far as it points
out and enacts the duties incumbent upon the magistrates officers, which
enact moats shall in future extend to the whole sixteen officers.

Appoint Hie lord provost and magistrates, as a committee of council,
nL'an/i ' 1° execute a submission mi the part of the town with Messrs. Cre and
MOii.h.ni M'GiJehiinl to William Horn and Kobe.rt Smith, wrights in Glasgow,

for fixing Hie value of their shop which is to be purchased by the town
in lei mi of I heir idler in a letter to the magistrates dated 2 -th February
Inst

' v \gien In tairie the present causeway in St. Enochs Square and to
■ r»-.f"> i .*i.. ’"'*l.i' it mii.iim<iv round it contiguous to r.e side vawemcntSs. according
* 1 Ilin oiigtiml plan of the square, uven condition that rb.e rrerriemrs ex

Um linn it-> find land > .'muouudmg i*‘.c square .. ene.ose -be space or
I’li'll ol Ilin uipitiio wuhiu iho •• o.d su\vvund*‘ ~ causa' wpea a paraue:
u'lll mid iiou rm I, ol > piovc’ hc x/ah and a : <a r v. erkmansmo. 
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and appoint the master of work to raise and make the foresaid causeways
immediately after the proprietors shall have built the said wall and
shall grant a proper obligation to erect the said rail within a short and
reasonable period.

13 June 1794
[Tron and weigh house, £200; dues of washing house, £286; beef and Report of set

mutton markets, £360; fish and potatoe markets, £61; butter, milk and common gOO(j
eggs, £20; multures, £240; penny per ton and cran dues, £260; salmon and river
fishing set for three years from 1792, £2 15s. per annum. Total, £1,429 15s.] ^ues'

N.B.—The laddie dues for the ensuing year continued to be levied by
Mr. Richard Smellie as formerly.

The pontage of the two bridges of which the town are parliamentary Pontage dues.
trustees, £1,005.

The tonnage dues of the river Clyde of which the town are parliamentary River dues.
trustees, £2,800.

23 June 1794
The magistrates and council proceeded to elect a baillie of the High James

Church yard of the city of Glasgow, which office has become vacant by elected baillie
the death of William Simpson, late baillie of the said church yard, and°ftheHigh
being fully satisfied with the fidelity and capacity of James 21‘Ewan, atChuroh yard'
present baillie of the Ramshorn and College Church yard burying
grounds, for discharging the duties of the said office of baillie of the 
High Church yard, do therefore unanimously nominate and appoint the
said James M'Ewan to be baillie and keeper of the said High Church
yard during the will and pleasure of the magistrates and council and
their successors in office allenarly, with power to him to exercise the said
office and to execute all the powers and duties thereto belonging, as
amply and fully in all respects as his predecessors in office have been in
use to do; with power also to the said James ATEwan. during his holding
the said office, to uplift and receive and to apply to his own use and
benefit all the emoluments and advantages arising from the said office
and in use to be enjoyed by former baillies of the said High Church
yeard.

The magistrates and council proceeded to the election of a baillie or John Christie
keeper of the Ramshorn and College Church yard burying ground, instead ofR^mshorn0
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and College of James ATEwan, baillie thereof, now appointed baillie and keeper of the
Churchwards, Church yard, and being fully satisfied with the fidelity and capacity

of John Christie, merchant in Glasgow, for discharging the duties of
said, office, do therefore unanimously nominate and appoint the said
John Christie to be baillie and keeper of the said Hamshorn and College
Church yard and burying ground, during the will and pleasure of the
magistrates and council and their successors in office allenarly, with
power to him to exercise the said office and to execute all the powers
and duties thereto belonging, as amply and fully in all respects as his
predecessors in that office have, been in use to do; with power also to
the said John Christie, while he holds the said office, to uplift and
receive and apply to his own use all the emoluments and advantages
arising from the said office and in use to have been enjoyed by his
predecessors in the said office.

Plans for The lord provost produced plans drawn by Mr. James Adams,
clerk^chan'i-11 architect, for altering and enlarging the council and town clerks
bers. chambers, and for making a court house in the house in High Street,

adjoining to the tolbooth, which was acquired by the town for that
purpose, in terms of an act of parliament passed last year; which being
considered by the magistrates and town council they approve of the
general outlines of the said plans and appoint the lord provost and
magistrates, as a committee of council, particularly to consider the
same and to report to the next meeting of council their opinion with
regard to any small alterations that may be proper to be made on the
plans; and in the meantime appoint them to be deposited in the clerks
chambers for the inspection of the members of council, recommending
it to them also to point out any necessary or proper alterations of these
plans that may occur to them.

Patronage of The magistrates and council, considering that they have for a great
Hospit<a^Ola3, many years acted as patrons of St. Nicholas Hospital, altho’ that right

h is supposed to be vested in the crown, and considering that it would be
of importance to have that patronage vested in the magistrates and town
council, to which it is believed the crown lawyers will have no objection,
do therefore agree to apply to the court of exchequer for a gift of that
patronage, and appoint the town clerks to draw a memorial or state of 
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facts relative to the institution and title deeds of the said hospital upon
which the said application may be founded.

Authorize and appoint the committee on the towns mills to set the Pr°van
Provan mill, either by publick roup or private bargain, for any period three years.
not exceeding three years from and after Lambmass next, so as the tack
of the said mill and the tacks of the towns other mills may expire at the
same time, and rescind the power which was given to the said committee
by former acts of council to set the said mill for a longer period than
the one before specified, and empower the said committee to execute
and subscribe articles of roup on behalf of the town for setting the said
mill for three years.

David Allan, proprietor of the ground and houses called Wisharts Proposal of
House, contiguous to part of the Green of Glasgow, gave in a proposal ^Ireed.1 ux
that a stone and lime wall, of the same dimensions with the one which
encloses the other parts of the Green, should be built between his property
and the Green, of which he was willing to pay the half expense. The
magistrates and council agree to the proposal, and authorize and appoint
the master of work to get the said wall built without loss of time, to pay
the one half of the expense thereof from the towns funds and to receive
the other half thereof from Mr. Allan.

John M‘George, shoremaster at the Broomielaw, gave in a letter Magistrates
representing that he had been appointed by the magistrates, on 7th ^ructions
January 1793, to take the charge of the machine erected at the Broomolaw about woigh-
for weighing coals, which he had ever since that time done withoutins coas‘
having received payment for that trouble or any particular instructions
how to exercise that office. The magistrates and council remit to the
lord provost and baillies for the time being to allow the said John
AFGeorge such a sum as may appear to them reasonable for the trouble
he has had in the said business, to give him proper instructions for
regulating his conduct therein in future, and for empowering him to
collect from the people who employ him to weigh coals reasonable fees
for his trouble, not exceeding those specified in the act of parliament
which was passed in 1793 for that purpose.

[Approved of the alteration of the line of road at Hamilton Hill quarry Road at
on conditions arranged with the justices of peace for the county of Lanark and Hamilton

_ Hill quarry to
others.] bo altered.
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2 July 1794
Dues of the Appoint .Tames ATLehose [and others] as a committee of council to
for weighing consideT what dues ought to be paid to the shoremaster at the Broomielaw,
lime stone, or to the person who has the charge and management of the weighing

machine there, for his trouble of weighing lime stone, soapers waste,
paving stones, wood, and other articles which he may be required to
weigh for the proprietors, possessors or carriers thereof; and appoint the
said committee to report their opinion of that matter to the next meeting
of council.

7 August 1794
Subscribed In implement of a decree arbitral pronounced by Archibald Grahame,
thePcoilege of cashier to the Thistle Bank, and Dougald Bannatyne, merchant in

Glasgow, dated 9th December 1793, in a submission between the town
and the principal and professors of the college of Glasgow, subscribed
a disposition to the old meal market, opposite to the college, and an old
house adjoining to the said market, the two houses at present used for a
bridewell, with the area between these two houses, and another area
on the north side of these buildings, together with a tack granted to the
town of Glasgow by Robert Forrester, weaver, there, and others, of a
brick house and area adjacent to the said meal market and buildings,
in consideration of which the said principal and professors are decerned
by the said decree arbitral to dispone to the magistrates and town council
of Glasgow certain subjects at the Butts of Glasgow, upon which barracks
are at present building, as the same are described in the said submission
and decree arbitral, and the town clerks are appointed to deliver the
said disposition now subscribed to the said principal and professors upon
their executing and delivering the disposition to the magistrates and
town council which they are decerned to do by the said decree arbitral.

Subscribed a contract of ground annual with John Brown, wright in
Glasgow, of two steadings in St. Enochs Square, denominated lotts
numbers seven and eight in the said square, for payment of a ground
annual of £8 7s. 6d., yearly, for the said steading number seven and of
£12 5s. 3d. sterling, yearly, for the said lott number eighth, which
contract now subscribed is executed in order to correct an error in

old meal
niaiket, &c.

Subscribed
feu contract
with John
Brown.
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another contract of ground annual elated 23rd September, 1791, and
registered in the town court books of Glasgow the 24th day of that
month, entered into between the magistrates and town council and the
said John Brown for the same lotts or steadings of ground, whereby the
said John Brown, his heirs and successors, were taken bound to pay a
ground annual of £9 7s. 6d. yearly for the said steading number seven,
and £13 Ils. 3d. sterling for the said lott number eighth, sums which
corresponed to the then supposed measure of the said ground, but when
it was measured it was found to contain 138 square yards of less ground
than the said supposed measure, for which reason it was agreed by an
act of council dated [17th] April, 1793, to execute the contract of ground
annual now subscribed, whereby a deduction of £5 6s. sterling is made
from the yearly ground annual payable for the said two steadings,
which corresponds to the foresaid deficiency of ground, and the
chamberlain is directed to exact in future no more ground annual for
the said steadings than £8 7s. 6d. for the steading number seven, and
£12 5s. 3d. for the steading number eighth, being £20 12s. 9d. for the
two. The chamberlain is also hereby directed to repay to the said John
Brown the foresaid extra ground annual of £2 6s. sterling yearly,
erroneously paid by him since he got possession of the said steadings.

Appoint Robert Waddell, David Scott and the master of work, as Lead roof of
a committee of council, io inspect the lead roof of the chapel of Gorbals GohS*51 °f
which is said to be in great disrepair; with power to the said committee
to order the said roof to be repaired in terms of a letter from the master
of work to the lord provost, dated 7th August current, if upon inspection
they shall find the same necessary.

Appoint George Lothian, Robert Austin and the master of work, as Committee
a committee of council, to consider an application of the Forth and Clyde ro^from1"8
Navigation trustees for repairing part of the road leading from Cow- Cowcaddens
caddens to Georges Square, or for altering that line of road so as to square?68
form a communication between it and Buchanan Street, which proposal
is specified in a letter dated 5th August current from Walter Logan,
junior, on the part of the canal company, to the lord provost, and
appoint the said committee to report their opinion at the next meeting
of council relative thereto.
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Submission Impower the lord provost and baillies to enter into and subscribe
Walker°rge ^ie submission with George Walker, merchant in Glasgow, for ascertain­

ing the value of a tack of a shop in the tenement of land adjoining to
the tolbooth and council chambers which was possessed by the said George
Walker, but which will be occupied by the apartments which are to be
added to the said chambers.

Managers of Agreed to allow the managers of the Glasgow Royal Infirmary to
m-df^aXaii) ma^e a covered drain from the east end of the infirmary to the Molendinar

burn, as is craved in a petition from them to the magistrates and council,
provided the said drain be made at the sight and under the directions
of the master of work, and reserving to the magistrates and council right
to communicate to the said drain any other drains they may find it
necessary to make for drying their property in the neighbourhood
thereof.

Petition from
the college.

Appoint Robert Muirliead [and others] as a committee of council to
consider a petition from the principal and professors of the college of
Glasgow, praying for leave to make a sunk area and cellars under the
High Street, opposite to a house they are now building there, and for
lighting and draining the said area.

The lord provost, at the desire of Mr. M‘Dowall of Garthland,
member of parliament for the city, informed the council that Colonel 

an offer to the King of raising a regiment of foot on the establishment,
under the patronage of the city of Glasgow, the granting of which would
be considered by Mr. M‘Dowall as a personal favour conferred on himself.
The magistrates and council, feeling a strong inclination to forward any
measure in the success of which Mr. M'Dowall is interested, and being
impressed with a very high opinion of Colonel Montgomeries professional
merit, resolve unanimously to give their most earnest recommendation
and support to his application, to assure him that they will use their
utmost exertions to aid and assist him in recruiting the regiment, and
that they have great pleasure in giving the patronage of the city to an
officer who, from the expedition with which he raised and the high order
and discipline into which he has put the regiment which he now
commands, gives them perfect confidence that his present undertaking 

Resolve to
patronize
Colonel
Montgomerie Montgomerie, of the West Lowland Fencible regiment, wished to make
in raising a
new regi­
ment.
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will add to bis military reputation and will reflect honour on him and
the city. The magistrates and council request Colonel Montgomerie to
ask the Kings permission to give the corps the name of the Royal
Glasgow regiment, the one which his Majesty was most graciously pleased
to bestow on the regiment which the city of Glasgow had the honour to
raise for his service during the last war. The magistrates and council
empower the lord provost to subscribe in their name any petition or
memorial which it may be necessary to present to his Majesty relative
to this business, and to affix thereto the common seal of the city; and
appoint the cily clerks to deliver to Colonel Montgomerie extracts of this
act of council with the said seal thereto affixed.

14 August 1794
The lord provost produced a letter from Colonel Montgomery, dated Thanks from

12th August current, expressing his best thanks to the magistrates and Mont«omery
town council for their having agreed to patronize the regiment which he
intends to offer to the King, and assuring the magistrates and council
that if his offer be accepted he will use every exertion that the regiment
may do credit to their recommendation.

The committee on the Gorbals chapel reported that the roof of the The roof of
chapel was in such a ruinous situation that it would be improper to be chlpeitc^be
at any expence in repairing it, and therefore gave it as their opinion new leaded.
that the lead ought to be renewed to save the timber from being ruined.
The magistrates and council impower the said committee to get the said
roof new leaded, under their direction, and authorize the treasurer to
pay for the said work when finished.

Upon a verbal report of the committee upon the road leading from Line of road
Cowcaddens to Georges Square, agree to alter the line of that road andfrC°7’
to carry it southwards in a straight line with Buchanan Street till it Georges
meet the line of Georges Street, and then to run straight eastward till s<lnarc‘
it join Georges Street, and agree to pay the expence of making that
alteration and of levelling and paving it, provided the trustees of the
Forth and Clyde Navigation and the trustees of the Garscube Road will
agree to indemnify the tacksmen of the towns gardens for their claims
of damages during the currency of their tacks, on account of their

2 N
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Proposals of
the college
about their
new build­
ings.

Road from
the towns
mill to be
repaired.

Resolutions
with respect
to the bakers
processes.

relinquishing possession of the ground which will be occupied by the
said alteration, whether the said damages are to be paid for by a sum
of money in full of the claims or by an annual payment to the tenants
during the tacks, and impower the said committee to enter into an agree­
ment with the said trustees to the effect aforesaid, and in that case to
contract for making the said alteration and levelling and paving the
road when so altered; but in case the trustees do not agree to this
proposal, recommend to the said committee to report their opinion as to
the repairs necessary to be made on the present line of road.

The committee on the college buildings reported it as their opinion
that the college might be allowed to make vaulted cellars under the
pavement of the High Street opposite to the buildings which they are
now erecting on the west side of the High Street, or which they may
afterwards erect in continuation of their intended plan, the college being
bound to uphold these vaults in all time coming and paying the town
a reasonable sum for the privilege of making them. [Works for lighting
and drainage were also recommended, and the report was approved of by
the magistrates and council.]

The committee on the towns mill reported that the road leading
from the miln to the high road ought to be repaired and carried by the
south side of the barn, which would lessen the pull and make the road
more convenient, and they were of opinion that the town ought to allow
£15 sterling for these purposes, and that the miller ought to pay the
ballance of making the said repairs and alterations if there were any.
The committee also reported that the miller wished much to have the
whole miln road repaired, which would cost about £25 sterling. The
magistrates and council agree to the first part of the report, and appoint
the master of work to get the repairs and alterations therein recommended
performed, but delay the consideration of the last branch of the report
till a future occasion.

[Allowed to the bakers deductions from ladle dues claimed by them, of the
value of about £120 sterling, “in order to put a final stop to the litigation
between the town and the bakers, which had subsisted for ten years and had kept
back a great part of that branch of the towns revenue which consists of laddie
dues.”]
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There was produced a state of the towns processes at Edinburgh, State of the
as the same stood at the end of last session, [viz., the bakers’ process, ce^g at°
Robertson’s process about the small space of ground at the town’s mill, Edinburgh.
M‘Lintock’s process about the road from Broomielaw to Partick, Baillie’s
process about the repair of the Trongate, Dreghorn’s refusal to pay poor
rates, Harris and Gair, a servant’s claim for improper dismissal, and
Pollock and Dun, a claim by a member of the society of journeyman
bakers associated for support of their poor]. The magistrates are not
parties in the two last mentioned causes, but conceiving the conduct of
Gair and of Pollock to be highly oppressive to their opponents who were
unable to afford the expense of any litigation, the magistrates desire
their agent at Edinburgh to attend to the interest of Harris and of Dun.

17 September 1794
[Persons in the town’s hospital on 5th August, 1794, “ including the Assessment

mistress, clerk, chaplain and two servants,” 352; poor children put out tofor Poor-
nurse, whose nursing wages are paid from hospital funds, 290; persons in
indigent circumstances who are supplied with meal in their own houses, 573
families, among whom are distributed 27 bolls 12£ pecks of meal weekly;
estimated deficiency £3,357 sterling, to be raised by assessment as formerly.]

John Oit, advocate, one of the town clerks, patron of Mitchells mortifica-Notification
tion, informed the town council that he had entered into a contract1 and establishment
agreement with the lord provost and baillies of Glasgow, who are trustees on of Mitchells
the said mortification alongst with him, whereby the school establishment of reported.
the mortification was abolished as being of very little utility, and the funds
appropriated to that part of the institution [were] to be partly applied to
increase the sallaries of some of the old people on the present establishment
and partly to the appointment of three new sallaries of £5 each, one to an old
tradesman, one to a tradesmans daughter while she is an unmarried woman,
and one to a tradesmans widow, the daughter or widow of a burgess of
Glasgow, and that after these alterations were made the establishment of the
said mortification or charitable fund was as follows:—Two old men of the
merchant rank, qualified in terms of the contract, 1748, at £10 each per

1 Written on the margin N.B.—This and session, 14th November, 1794.”
contract is registered in the books of council
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annum; [two old men of the merchant rank, £8 6s. 8d. each; two widows of
the merchant rank, £10 each; two unmarried women of the merchant rank,
£10 each; two old tradesmen, “on the present establishment,” £5 Ils. l-Jd.
each; two widows of tradesmen, “on the present establishment,” £5 Ils. 1-Jd.
each; one old tradesman, “ on the new establishment,” £5; one tradesman’s
widow, “on the new establishment,” £5; one unmarried woman, “a trades­
man burgess’s daughter on the new establishment,” £5.] The whole annual
income of the said mortification amounting to £113 17s. 9yd.1

26 September 1794
Alterations The committee of council appointed to consider the proposed altera-
poHtaVni"™ tions upon the metropolitan High Church and the seats thereof gave in
Church. a report that they had received several estimates for performing that

work, which appeared to them to be reasonable and which they recom­
mended to be executed next Spring, as being ornamental to the cathedral,
convenient to the inhabitants of that part of the city and likely to
improve the revenue of the community. Which report being considered
by the magistrates and council they approve thereof and appoint baillie
Hamilton [and others’] as a committee of council, with power to them
to contract with tradesmen to make the alterations and repairs upon the
said church specified in the estimates given in to the said committee,
provided that the total expence thereof shall not exceed £620 sterling.

Offer of The committee of council appointed to treat with Mr. William
Fleming to Fleming for purchasing such parts of his lands of Sawmillfield as were
sell ground, likely to be occupied for quarry ground, reported that they had received

a letter from Mr. Fleming offering to sell that ground to the town at
9d. per square yard; which offer being considered by the magistrates
and council they consider the price asked by Mr. Fleming to be so
extravagant that it will serve no good purpose to continue the power
given to the committee to treat with him, and therefore they refuse the
offer and revoke the powers given to the said committee relative to that
business.

A superin- The magistrates and council, considering the many complaints which
tendent of the nave of late been made to them of improper conduct of some of the floshers
neshmarkets
to be i gee £urther as to Mitchell’s mortification, Glasg. Rec., vol. v., pp. 339, 551 ; vi., p. 132.
appointed.
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who occupy stalls in the city markets, in exposing to sale butcher meat
which is blown, forked and otherwise improperly slaughtered and
prepared, and thereby rendered unwholesome and improper for publick
sale, do therefore agree to appoint some proper person daily to superintend
and inspect the fleshmarkets within the city and to give in a report
every market day to the sitting magistrate of the state and condition of
the meat exposed to sale at these markets, with the names of the fleshers
who expose for sale unmarkateable, unwholesome or spoiled meat, that
they may be proceeded against in terms of law; and appoint baillie
Tennant, Robert Robertson and the master of work, as a committee of
council, with the assistance of the town clerks, to make up a sett of
regulations for the said markets and for the duties of the inspector to
be appointed upon them, and also to consider of a proper person for
executing that office and what sallary ought to be paid to him, and to
report their opinion upon these matters with all convenient speed.

30 September 1794
[John Dunlop, provost; David Dale and William Bogle, of the merchant Election of

rank, and Robert Waddell, of the crafts rank, bailies.] ^aHies^ &'

3 October 1794
[Thirteen merchants and twelve craftsmen councillors for the ensuing Election of

year.] councillors.

7 October 1794
Peter Paterson, procurator for the town in the processes against the Committee

bakers for payment of laddie dues, represented, in a letter to John Orr, ^ettie^vitl?0
one of the town clerks, that since the late compromise with the bakers, the bakers.
defenders in these processes, the solvent bakers had been paying their
arrears in terms of that agreement, and that a large sum had been paid
in consequence thereof to the chamberlain, but that severall of the bakers
had failled in their circumstances and had made compositions with their
creditors. [The magistrates and council appointed a committee to settle
with these and with any others, or their representatives, who were unable
to pay in full.]
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Agree V,-Z.-. James Hill, for the patrons of Hutchesons Hospital, represented, in
w’th a to John Orr, one of the town clerks, that Mr. Menzies, a distiller

Gorbals, had made an encroachment upon the ground which was
disponed to the magistrates and council, in 1792, by Mr. Robert Muirhead,
for forming the embankment and street at the southeast end of the old bridge,
the price of which ground was paid by Hutchesons Hospital; that the
patrons had raised an action against Mr. Menzies before the sheriff of
Lanarkshire to oblige him to remove these encroachments, but as the
property was vested in the magistrates and council by Mr. Muirheads
disposition, it would be proper for them to concur in the action, which
me patrons requested they would do, it being understood that the whole
expence of the action was to be defrayed by the patrons. Which letter
tring considered by the magistrates and council they agree to the request
therein made, and authorize the patrons of the hospital to carry on the
said action in name of the magistrates and town council, but upon the
express condition that the whole expence thereof shall be defrayed from
the funds of the hospital.

8 October 1794
[John Lawrie, dean of guild; William Auchincloss, deacon convener;

James M'Lehose, treasurer; William Wardlaw, bailie, and Robert Shaw, con­
junct bailie of Gorbals; John Paul, water bailie; John Brown, master of work;
Alexander Galloway, visitor of maltmen; George Millar, bailie of Provan;
David Hutchison, procurator fiscal; John Orr and John Wilson, town clerks.]

[Appointments of directors of the towns hospital, annual committee,
committee on public works, Clyde commissioners, bridge commissioners, com- •
mittces on Grammar School, tradesmen’s accounts, bridewell, the Green and
Sunday schools.]

Bailie of
Port Glasgow
and Newark.

[John Ewing, eldest bailie of the towns of Port Glasgow

10 October 1794

and Newark.]

Petition for Refer a petition which was presented to the magistrates and council,
children."0 behalf of the children of the deceased John Dow, to the committee

on the Grammar School, in terms of an act of council dated 15th
January last, and recommend to the said committee to report upon that
business without loss of time.
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The magistrates and council, considering that Robert Muirhead, Ground at old
merchant in Glasgow, did by a disposition dated the 4th October, 1792, ^poned to
convey to the magistrates and council certain subjects at the south-Hutchesons
east end of the old bridge, for making a breast and street between the '
Gorbals and the ground belonging to Hutchesons Hospital, and that
although the property was disponed to the town, because it was necessary
to use the authority of an act of parliament obtained by the town, in
order to make the purchase, yet the price paid for the property, amount­
ing to £327 13s. 4d. sterling, had been paid by the patrons of the
hospital, as the property was purchased for their accomodation; there­
fore the magistrates and council, upon the request of the patrons of the
hospital, agree to dispone and convey the said property to the patrons,
upon the conditions and under the limitations specified in the said
disposition, and appoint the town clerks to make out a disposition to
the said property in these terms.

16 October 1794
Subscribed a disposition in favour of the preceptor and patrons of Disposition to

Hutchisons Hospital of certain subjects at the east end of the old bridge2ospital°DS
of Glasgow, in terms of an act of council passed upon 10th October
current.

The lord provost produced a letter from Air. ATCaul, minister of the Opening
Tron Church parish, dated 9th October current, requesting that the new Tron ^on
Church might be opened for public worship previous to the ensuing postponed.
sacrament; which letter had been considered by the annual committee,
who had recommended to the lord provost to take the opinion of medical
gentlemen how far it would be safe for the health of the inhabitants
to occupy; the said church so recently after Being finished, and his
lordship produced an opinion, signed by Robert Wallace and Alexander
Dunlop, surgeons in Glasgow, that it would be extremely prejudicial to
the health of the inhabitants to use the said church as a place of worship
for some months; which being considered by the magistrates and council
they agree to postpone opening the said church as a place of public
worship till it shall be declared to be fit for being used in that manner
by gentlemen of the medical profession.
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Resolution The magistrates and council, considering that two mail coaches
the Greenock dailly go down to Greenock and two come up from Greenock to Glasgow,
mail coaches, by which the road is much cut up and the revenue of the tolls deminished,

as these coaches pay no toll duties, and as it appears that one coach
going down to and one coming up dailly from Greenock would sufficiently
answer all commercial purposes, of which the magistrates and inhabitants
of Greenock are said to have declared their opinion, do therefore request
the lord provost to correspond with the magistrates of Greenock and Port
Glasgow upon this subject, and to take such steps as may appear to him
necessary for having the mail coaches upon the Greenock Road reduced
to one up and one down daily.

Committee to
consider
repair of
Provan miln.

Appoint John Tennent [and others] as a committee of council to
consider a letter from Andrew Livingston, tenant in the towns mill at
Provan, relative to the repairs making on the said mill, dated 28th
August last, and appoint the said committee to report their opinion
relative to tike matters mentioned in that letter.

Claim for
payment of
ground at
Duke Street,

Encroach­
ments on
Gorbals.

The master of work produced a note of the articles claimed by
Fergus Alexander, painter, as having been stolen from St. Enochs Church
when he was painting it, amounting to £2 15s. sterling, the payment of
which had been suspended by an act of council of 26th September last
till the claim was better explained, which note being considered by the
magistrates and council they refuse to sustain the said claim, as it does
not appear to be legally founded and as agreeing to it would form an
improper precedent in similar cases.

Appoint the dean of guild [and others] as a committee of council
to enquire about certain encroachments which are alledged to have been
made upon the towns property near the chapel of Gorbals and to report
their opinion relative thereto, and also the propriety of new flooring the
court house of the said chapel and the probable expence thereof.

Appoint Gilbert Hamilton [and others] as a committee of council
to consider a representation of John Balmanno, druggist, in which he

;. claims payment for ground which belonged to him and which is now
occupied by the new street leading from Carntyne road to Georges
Square, and appoint the said committee to report their opinion relative
to the claim made in that representation.

Claim for lost
goods
rejected.
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Agree unanimously to present a stand of colours to the Royal stand of
Glasgow Volunteers, and appoint the same to be delivered to the corps to tbe
by the lord provost, as chief magistrate of this city and depute lieutenant Glasgow
of the county of Lanark. ' olunteers.

Unanimously voted the thanks of the magistrates and town council Voted thanks
to Patrick Colquhoun, esquire, one of his Majestys justices of the Peace Qjlqu^oiin
for the county of Middlesex, for his attention in transmitting to the esq.
lord provost his able and usefull pamphlet, entitled “ Observations and
Facts relative to Licensed Alehouses,” and request the lord provost to
transmit to Mr. Colquhoun an extract of this act of council with the seal
of the city thereto affixed.

29 October 1794
The magistrates and council, considering the attention and fidelity james Foyars

of James Loy ar, keeper of the towns cells, to the duties of his office, and salar>' auS_
J r . . ill • . merited.that his present salary is inadequate to the labour and fatigue to which

he is subjected, agree to augment his salary £10 per annum, by which
his whole salary will amount to £40 sterling.

The magistrates and council, in consideration of the present state Repairs of
of the towns funds and revenue, and that there have of late been and Church

•ii i-ii i ............. -i i postponed.will still be some expensive public buildings necessarily erected, agree
to postpone making the alterations and repairs upon the Metrapolitan
Church and the seats thereof, which were appointed to be made by an act
of council of 26th September last, and rescind the power given to the
committee of council mentioned in that act, for contracting with trades­
men for making the said alterations and repairs, reserving to consider
how far it may be proper and expedient to proceed in that business when
the towns funds shall be in a better situation for executing works of that
nature.

The magistrates and council having considered a memorial f or Memorial of
William Robertson and Robert Kay, farmers near Glasgow, stating that William
there were some few square yards of ground contiguous to the new street and Robert
leading from Carntyne Road to Duke Street, part of the property whichKay-
they had sold to the town for forming that new street which was of small
value to any person except themselves; that they had incurred an expense
of £3 8s. sterling [and other small sums, of which they claimed payment, 
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ami oliri Io gi\e up their claim for a conveyance of the few square yards
of yjonml, The magi drales and council authorised a committee to settle

? <>.ca »«, •. uh ihc momorinlbits, ] And the said new street, from where it joins
(j... l.unlym* toad till il joins Georges Square, was appointed to be called
’• <il;v:gow '.'>trc<d. in all time coming.
r/,f Refm-.e lhe desire of a petition presented by William Dickson, teacher
jC'.idr. * 1'Uigli‘di in Glasgow, praying for a continuation to him of payment

of the rent of a hall occupied by him for teaching in, which was allowed
by an act of council dated 21st March, 1786, because the reasons for
v.hich that rent was then agreed to be paid do not now exist.

r- »oAppoint bailie Wadded, William Horn and the master of work as a
1 “»mmil.lw* of council to consider a petition of James Maitland, tacksman

miiitnr.. of fhc (|U(.;J of the flesh markets, relative to certain repairs required by
him Io be made upon the market in Bells Wynd, and appoint the
commit h e to report their opinion respecting the necessity and expediency
of lheut repairs to the next meeting of council.

 (fnanimously admit Hugh Montgomerie, esq. of Skelmorlie, Colonel
.aid James Maxwell, esq. of Williamwood, ma jor of the Royal Glasgow
Regiment of Foot, honorary burgesses and guild brethren of the city of

I i 1.1 :gOvV .

13 November 1794

-a a ... 'i he lord provo.it produced a list of very respectable citizens who
had offered iLeir ser vices to assist the magistrates of the city and civil

:r of the county as constables in supporting peace and good order
o.il : Jug .'.editions insurections and tumults, and his lordship
 ........ to the magistrates and council to appoint the gentlemen
• > ue.: ... ;.!,e t; with any others who might be afterwards added,

the purpo.icB aforesaid, and to grant commission to proper
, ;o . .;’,f; them for the said oilice; which being considered by

•ie. council they aprove of the proposal and unani-
y, the oiler of the service made by the gentlemen

.u‘ / |f J., but delay to proceed farther in the business
<i. • mhii; fully digested, to -which the attention of the
.v . .y. /y:,ti-;-. m requested.

provo.it
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[The lord provost produced a letter from James Warroch, brewer at Impost
Anderston, proposing that the magistrates and council should expose the anj ],e01.
impost duties on ale and beer to public roup at the upset rent of £2,100
sterling, but variable on certain contingencies. The magistrates and
council appointed a committee either to adopt the proposal or to expose
the let for a fixed upset rent of not less than £2,340 sterling.]

Appoint the lord provost [and others] as a committee of council to Committee to
consider the proper mode of enforcing an act of parliament lately weight of
obtained by the town, for regulating the weight of coals brought intocoals«
the city and the carriage of timber along the streets thereof, and to
report to the next meeting of council.

Add Gilbert Hamilton to the committee of council who were Newcom-
appointed on 28th December, 1791,1 for settling with the members of^ttle^Vout
the Tontine Society for the price of Leggets land and other buildings Leggets land.
behind the council chambers, which were purchased for behoof of the
town and the said society, and recommend it to this committee to settle
that business without loss of time.

Upon the verbal report of the committee appointed about cause- Agree to
waying the New Vennal, agree to repair and new causeway the said ^^sewa-y^
street from High Street as far down as the outstairs of the houses in
that vennal have been taken down and removed by the proprietors,
and appoint the master of work to make those repairs and that new
causeway with all convenient speed.

Mr. George Lothian reported, verbally, that the proprietors of Saint Paving
Andrews Square had for the present time withdrawn an offer made by E*ss?ge,fromx x ot*. Andrews
them about repairing the passage leading from St. Andrews Square by Square
the Episcopal chapel to the Green of Glasgow; which being considered postpoued‘
by the magistrates and council they agree to postpone the prosecution
of that business till a future occasion and recall the powers which were
given to the committee of council who were appointed for that purpose.

The committee who were appointed to consider what rates ought to Report about
be paid by persons for laying down and keeping stones, slates, timber, duties
and other articles lying on the breasts of the Broomielaw harbour, Broomielaw.
reported that in their opinion the same dues ought to be levied for
goods in the foresaid situation as are levied by the proprietors of the

1 Original committee appointed 30th September, 1789; antea, p. 318.



572 EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS [1794.

Forth and Clyde Navigation at their wharfs, vizt., one half penny sterling
per ton for every 24 hours during which the said articles remain after
three days of their being landed and laid down; which report being
considered by the magistrates and council they approve thereof and
enact and ordain the said wharf duties to be levied by the shore master
at the Broomielaw in future, and empower him to order the said articles
and goods to be removed in a summary manner from the Broomielaw
breast, unless the proprietors or agents having the care thereof shall
agree to pay the foresaid duties, and appoint the town clerks to transmit
to the shore master an extract of this act of council with the city seal
thereto affixed.

Dues of
weighing
goods at
Broomielaw.

The committee of council appointed to report what dues ought to
be paid to the person who has the charge of the weighing machine at
the Broomielaw for weighing goods to persons employing him so to do,
reported that they thought one penny sterling for weighing any quantity
of goods below ten hundred weight and two pence sterling for every
parcel of goods of ten hundred weight and upwards would be a reason­
able allowance for performing that business; which report being con­
sidered by the magistrates and council they approve thereof and
authorize the person who has the charge of the said weighing machine,
and his successors in office, to levy dues in terms of the said report, and
appoint the town clerks to deliver an extract of this act of council,
with the city seal thereto affixed, to the keeper of the said weighing
machine.

Accompt for
repairing
Port Glasgow
harbour.

The town clerks reported, verbally, that they had, in obedience to
[an] act of council of 26th September last, considered the agreement
and contract between the city of Glasgow and the town of Port Glasgow
relative to the harbour of that town, together with the act of parliament
passed in 1775 founded upon that contract, and they give it as their
opinion that the feuars and inhabitants of Port Glasgow and the
magistrates and trustees of that town, as representing the community
thereof, are bound to repair and keep in repair the breast and east and
west quays of the harbour of Port Glasgow, from the funds assigned for
that and other purposes by the said contract and act of parliament, and
therefore that the claim made by the magistrates of Port Glasgow, 


