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PREFACE.

N the closing year of the eighteenth century, after a
series of fruitless attempts, spread over the preceding
twenty-seven years, Glasgow was at last successful in
obtaining an act of parliament extending its
boundaries, establishing a regular system of police, 

making provision for improving the streets, and in general con­
ferring powers for the more effective administration of the city’s
affairs. Former schemes for attaining these objects had usually
failed on account of opposition from various sections of the
community, but the act of 1800 seems to have met with all but
unanimous approval.

According to published statistics, varying in the estimates of
the different compilers, Glasgow at this time had a population
of from 77,385 to 86,630, but in the analysis made by James
Denholm, one. of our local historians, these figures are shown
to be applicable to an area much larger than the extended
royalty. The inhabitants of the city proper are said to have
numbered only 49,640/ the remainder being suburban residenters
chiefly in the surrounding villages of Gorbals, Calton, and
Anderston. Following, however, the usual practice, and com­
bining city and suburbs, the population during the thirteen years
embraced in the present volume appears to have risen from about
70,000 in 1796 to about 95,000 in 1808.

1 An increase of 7,863 during the preceding ten years.
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In primitive times the burgesses had possessed, in
commonty, outlying lands sufficient for the purposes of tillage,
grazing, and the supply of fuel and building material; but as
the pursuits of trade and commerce more and more occupied
their attention the common lands became less adaptable to their
needs. Lands lying at considerable distances from the market
cross were unsuitable as sites for the dwellings of the increasing
population, and as the general body of inhabitants could not
utilise them for other purposes, they were gradually disposed of
to individual purchasers, under the reservation, in some cases,
of coal and stone quarries. In this way the surface of the
burgh’s ancient territory was almost wholly in the possession of
private owners before the end of the eighteenth century, the
jurisdiction of the magistrates, however, being exercised over the
whole original domain, as well as over the “ Tenandry of
Rattounraw,” which had been annexed to the burgh by King
James VI., in 1613.

So early as the year 1694, the town council, anticipating the
future growth of the city and the need for suitable building
accommodation, purchased the lands of Ramshorn and Meadow­
flat, which had fortunately come into the market at that time.
Ultimate annexation to the burgh was evidently contemplated,
one of the avowed objects of the purchase being to prevent the
acquisition of the lands by others who “ might perhaps improve
the samine to the prejudice of the burgh.” From the first, also,
it was resolved that any buildings erected on the lands should be
possessed only by burgesses and freemen, who should be subject- 
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and liable to bear “ scatt and lott and other burdens with the
burgh.1”

The preamble of the act of 1800 sets forth that an extension
of the limits of the city had become necessary, as well for the
benefit of trade and commerce as for the convenience and health
of the inhabitants, who had of late greatly increased in number.
On Ramshorn and Meadowflat, embracing George Square and
the surrounding streets, a considerable portion of what was then
called the New Town had already been covered with buildings,
the substantial value of which is indicated by provision being
made in the act for payment to the Barony parish of
compensation for loss of assessments in consequence of
part of their territory being transferred to the burgh.
Precise information on this subject and as to the number
of inhabitants in the added area is not now available,
but it has been calculated that, by the annexation,
which, in addition to the lands already mentioned, included
those acquired and added to the New Green in 1770 and 1792,
the area of the royalty was increased by about 96 acres. Over
this combined territory, making about 1,864 acres in all, not
only was there exercisable the ordinary magisterial jurisdiction
of a royal burgh, but there was also now conferred more ample
powers for the administration of justice and the regulation of
police. The city was divided into twenty-four wards or districts,
the householders in each of which were represented by a com­
missioner chosen by themselves. The lord provost, the three

1 Glasg. Rec., vol. iv. (1691-1717), pp. 121, 214.

b
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bailies, the dean of guild and deacon convener, acting with the
twenty-four commissioners, were entrusted with the imposition
of assessments, the appointment of officials, the regulation of
watchmen, and the general management of police affairs. This
part of the act was to continue in force for at least seven years,
but its beneficial effects, as experienced by the inhabitants, were
such that, on the expiry of that period, a renewal act with larger
powers was applied for and obtained. This second act, the
administrative body of which now included five bailies, to which
number the magistracy was augmented in 1801, was appointed
to endure for fourteen years, so far as it related to the appoint­
ment of police commissioners and the imposition of assessments,
but other parts were to be perpetual.

A decree by the court of session, dated as far back as the
year 1575, contains the interesting statement that, to provide for
sweeping and cleansing its causeway, Glasgow had been in the
practice, from time immemorial, of taking a ladleful from each
sack of all corn and victual coming to the market, in the same
way as was done in other burghs.1 Till towards the end of the
eighteenth century the citizens do not seem to have been bound
to contribute from any other source for the maintenance of their
roads and streets. Country roads were originally kept in order
by the labour of people in the district, and when the extent of
this labour was regulated by act of parliament such work was
called statute labour. An act of parliament, passed in 1772,
with respect to statute work in the shire of Lanark, provides

1 Sir James Marwick’s “ Early Glasgow,” p. 149.
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for conversion money being accepted instead of labour, each
householder in the city of Glasgow being liable for is. 6d. yearly
(p. 102). Ladle duty continued to be exacted, forming part of
the common good revenues, and when the commissioners under the
police act of 1800 became responsible for upkeep of the streets,
thus relieving the ladle duty of its original liability, it was
provided that at least ^800 yearly should be taken from the
common good and added to the police assessment (p. 687). In
December, 1805, a new statute labour act for the county was in
preparation, but the clause relative to the city was objectionable
to the magistrates and council, inasmuch as they were to be
placed under the control and direction of the trustees for the
lower ward with regard to the statute labour or conversion money
within the city and royalty. Yet there was reason to believe this
proposal might be given up, provided the magistrates and council
became bound to keep in repair the roads leading to the city
within the toll bars, so far as they were situated within the royalty,
and negotiations with this object in view were successful (p. 486).
By the new act, which was passed on 1st August, 1807, it was
provided that the magistrates and council should have the sole
power of levying the statute labour and conversion money within
the royalty, and that the proceeds should be applied in making,
paving, and repairing the streets, lanes, roads, and common
sewers within the royalty (p. 703). At first proprietors and
occupiers of land were assessed at 32s. yearly for each “ plough­
gate,” persons keeping horses for other purposes than husbandry
at 6s. for each horse, and householders at rates from 2s. to 5s.,
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according as the houses rented by them were of less yearly value
than £5 or above £10 (p. 612). The money raised at the present
day for the maintenance and repairs of streets and bridges still
bears the original name of “ statute labour,” but it is levied on
property alone, owner and occupier paying in equal shares.

One of the subsidiary objects of the act of 1800 related to
a matter of some architectural interest. It had been a common
practice, about the end of the seventeenth and beginning of the
eighteenth century, for builders of houses facing the principal
streets to support the front walls on rows of arched pillars,
between seven and eight feet high, by which piazzas, or
“ peaches,” as they were sometimes called, of about five feet
broad, were formed between the pillars and the fronts of the
shops, which were all along built behind these pillars. In that
form the houses on both sides of the High Street, Trongate,
Gallowgate, and Saltmarket Street, in the neighbourhood of the
Exchange, were built. These piazzas or covered walks afforded
shelter, and were at first a great convenience to pedestrians, for
whom no other footpaths were then constructed; but in con­
sequence of the increase of population and the crowds of people
•latterly passing along the streets, on both sides of which com­
modious foot pavements had been provided, a different opinion
subsequently prevailed. The piazzas, forming too frequently,
in the dark evenings and night time, a resort for pickpockets
and disorderly persons, came to be regarded more as a nuisance
than a convenience, while shopkeepers were put to disadvantage
through their goods being exposed for sale in premises which 
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were to some extent obscured from the light of day. In these
changed circumstances a number of citizens, proprietors of
shops or other subjects fronting the Saltmarket, Gallowgate,
and High Street, “ and below the piazzas of said streets,”
petitioned the magistrates and council, in 1791, to allow them
to bring forward the fronts of their respective shops to the fronts
of the piazzas, so as to comprehend within their shops the space
occupied as a footpath, for which toleration and for the ground
so to be occupied, the petitioners were willing to pay to the
magistrates and council an adequate and reasonable price. But
doubts having arisen how far the magistrates and council had
power to grant this permission, particularly without the consent
of every one of the proprietors of shops and subjects under the
piazzas, counsel were consulted, and a legal opinion obtained to
the effect that, seeing the piazzas from their first erection had
been used as part of the public street or passage patent to all
the lieges, the magistrates and council had no power to annihilate
the public use of that space as a street or passage by empowering
the proprietors of the shops under the piazzas to extend the
same over the vacant space. In 1799 several shopkeepers asked
the magistrates and council to apply for an act of parliament
empowering the proprietors of shops, the doors and windows of
which were situated behind pillars forming piazzas, to bring
forward their shops so as to line them with the fronts of the side
pavements instead of the piazzas. This, it was asserted, “ would
be both more ornamental to the city and would prevent a great
nuisance which is occasioned by idle and disorderly persons 
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assembling after it is dark under the piazzas and committing
depredations upon passengers and upon the possessors of the
said shops.” The proposal could not be entertained at the time,
but in the following year the opportunity was taken of intro­
ducing a clause into the police act whereby the magistrates and
council were empowered to agree with the proprietors for leave
to bring forward their shops to the front of the pillars, so as
to include the area of the piazzas in the shops, and to make
other necessary alterations, the community receiving from those
proprietors such consideration for the privilege as might be
agreed on. As shown by the records, several proprietors
availed themselves of this provision, and paid considerable sums
to the magistrates and council for the extension and improvement
of their premises.

Shortly after the extension act had come into operation, it
was found that the duties of the bailies in preserving the peace,
keeping good order, superintending the police, and administering
justice, had become so laborious that it was almost impracticable
for three bailies to perform the work without occupying more
of their time and attention than they could spare from the
management of their own private affairs. A proposal was
accordingly made for an alteration of the sett and constitution
of the burgh in so far as to increase the number of bailies and
also to augment the fines leviable from those refusing to accept
municipal office, this latter change being considered the more
desirable owing to the increase of wealth and decrease of the
value of money since 1748, when the existing fines were fixed.
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For attainment of these objects, and amendment of the sett in
other respects, application was at first made for an act of parlia­
ment, but the Speaker of the House of Commons, the city
member, and the London solicitor, concurred in thinking that a
crown charter was the proper channel for securing the desired
authority. Eventually the old and well established course of
applying to the convention of royal burghs was resorted to. In
the memorial to the convention it was stated that by the ancient
sett of the burgh, as amended by act of convention in 1748, the
immediate government of the city was committed to a provost
and three bailies, two of which bailies were of the merchant rank
and one of the trades rank. The remaining members of the
town council consisted of a dean of guild, deacon convener,
treasurer, master of work, thirteen merchant councillors, and
twelve trades councillors, making in all thirty-three persons.
The duty of preserving the peace and good order of the city, and
of administering justice to the inhabitants in a judicial capacity
devolved entirely upon the three bailies, who presided in regular
courts, held twice every week, independent of petty courts held
every day for the determining of small cases, verbally, and the
discussing of incidental complaints and offences committed
against the police of the town. It was also represented that from
the great increase of population which had of late years taken
place, and the comparatively small number of magistrates to
undertake the business of so large and extensive a city, it had
become matter of the greatest difficulty to get gentlemen engaged
in trade to accept office. On 16th July, 1801, the convention 
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authorised the town council to elect two additional bailies, making
in all three bailies of the merchant rank and two of the- trades
rank, but did not at that time come to any resolution with regard
to the other alterations of the sett desired by the memorial. As it
was believed that the convention could not competently increase
the fines leviable from persons refusing to accept office, the town
council took that matter into their own hands, and resolved that
from and after the election of 1801 such fines should be doubled,
each person refusing to accept the office of lord provost, bailie,
dean of guild, or deacon convener being liable in the sum of
£80 sterling, and each person refusing to accept the office of
councillor being liable in £40 sterling.

On another matter of some financial consequence various
communications passed between the city and the convention of
burghs. In ancient times the cumulative body of royal burghs,
in consideration of the exclusive trading privileges enjoyed by
them, paid one-sixth share of national taxations, and this cumulo
levy the convention apportioned on the individual burghs in
accordance with their ability to bear the burden. In the beginning
of the sixteenth century Glasgow stood eleventh in the roll, and
on the occasion of a re-allocation, in 1578, it took the eighth
place, at that time paying in the proportion of £2 4s. 6d. per
cent, of the whole. At the Union of the Kingdoms, in 1707, the
land tax payable by Scotland was fixed at £48,000, of which
the royal burghs contributed £8,000, and for many years prior
to 1805 Glasgow paid its share of this sum at the rate of £19 2s.
per cent. In the latter year the convention undertook a readjust­
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ment of the roll, and notwithstanding the strong opposition of
the commissioners from Glasgow the quota of that burgh was
raised to ^27 5s. per cent., or ^2,125 10s. in all. The only
burgh paying a higher rate was Edinburgh, its contribution being.
,£2,600. The amount payable ,by Glasgow was raised by an
assessment on the inhabitants, three-fourths being imposed
on lands and other heritages, and the remaining fourth on trade.1

Proposals for procuring a more serviceable supply of water
than the public and private wells afforded were from time to time
under consideration by the town council. In 1797 a committee
was appointed to confer with the Forth and Clyde Navigation
Company as to a scheme for obtaining a supply from the canal,
and three years later an engineer gave in a report and estimates
for supplying water from the river Clyde by means of steam
engines, but these investigations had no practical result. At last
several leading citizens took up the Clyde scheme in earnest,
started a company of subscribers, in which the town council
joined, and in 1806 the requisite authority was obtained from
parliament for pumping water from the river into reservoirs at
Dalmarnock, about two miles above Jamaica Street Bridge,
and conveying it, after filtration, into reservoirs in Sydney Street

1 This mode of levying the assessment
continued till after the passing of the Lands
Valuation Act of 1854, when it was laid on
property alone, one-half being paid by the
landlord and the other half by the tenant or
occupier. In consequence of royal burghs being
deprived of the exclusive privilege of trading by
an act of parliament passed in 1846, many
applications were made by them to be relieved
of cess or land tax, and this was conceded in

1896, since which time it has not been collected.
During the time the tax was collected Glasgow
often assessed a larger sum than was required,
with the view of so far redeeming its annual
contribution, which in 1S96 had in this way
been reduced to the extent of £124 5s. 3d. ;
and this sum the crown authorities have been
paying to the city yearly since the stoppage of
the tax in 1896. (See Town Council Minutes—
General Finance, 26 June 1914, pp. 1967-8.)
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and Rottenrow, whence it was distributed in pipes throughout
the city and its suburbs. Two years later another company,
following on similar lines, obtained statutory authority for raising
.water from the river, at Anderston quay, about a mile below
the bridge. This water was taken to reservoirs at Cranstonhill,
on the extreme west of the city, but the new company were
prepared to transmit it to any district, though the consent of
the town council was required before pipes could be laid within
the royalty or in Gorbals. Though ample supplies were thus
expected from the river Clyde, William Harley, of Willowbank,
who in 1804 had carted water through the streets, selling it to
the people in small quantities, continued his efforts in procuring
additional supplies, though this was perhaps more in connection
with his bath schemes than for ordinary domestic use. In March,
1808, he informed the town council that he had discovered
extensive springs of soft water in his property adjacent to the city,
and that he was preparing to introduce it by pipes into a cistern to
be built at the head of Nile Street. But for many years to
come it was on the water companies that the inhabitants mainly
depended for their supplies.

For some reason not fully explained, but chiefly, perhaps,
for want of sufficient accommodation, the slaughter-houses, which
had stood since 1744 on the banks of the river, at the place where it
was joined by the Molendinar burn, were becoming objectionable,
and in 1802 a committee was appointed to consider as to the
propriety and expediency of removing them to the south side of
the village of Gorbals, or to some more convenient and com­
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modious site. Three years later the subject was again brought
before the town council, on a petition presented by a “ great
majority of the respectable inhabitants, ” desiring that the
slaughter-houses might be removed to a less offensive and more
convenient situation. Following on such removal, it was
proposed that Clyde Street should be continued eastward from
the old Glasgow Bridge to the New Green, thus effecting not
only a material improvement but also one which would prove
highly ornamental to the city. As the old slaughter-houses had
been erected and maintained under an agreement with the
incorporation of fleshers, any new arrangement could only be
carried through with the concurrence of that body. Terms were
accordingly adjusted between the parties. The fleshers were not
to be removed from their old quarters till the new were ready for
occupation; and, with regard to the site, it was settled that the
new slaughter-houses and buildings connected therewith should
be erected on part of the ground lying between the continuation
of Clyde Street on the south, Bridgegate on the north, Cow
Lane on the east, and the Merchants'-hall Lane on the west.
The form of construction was settled (p. 498), and it was
stipulated that the new premises should be possessed by the
fleshers on the same terms as they had occupied those which
they were to vacate. Application was thereupon made to parlia­
ment for an act to sanction the scheme, and the opportunity was
at the same time taken of asking power not only for the extension
of Clyde Street, but also for the formation of a street between
Argyle Street and West Clyde Street, and of another street 
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between George Street and Weaver Street; but neither of these
two streets was actually constructed in the position indicated in
the act. Proprietors of tenements in Bridgegate petitioned the
town council against the erection of slaughter-houses in the
proposed situation, but their objections were considered to be
groundless, and, the scheme having been proceeded with, the
act itself, containing authority for the purchase of properties and
other requisite powers, was obtained in June, 1806. But beyond
such preliminaries as obtaining estimates of the probable
expenditure and making inquiries as to available funds, two or
three years were allowed to elapse before steps were taken for
carrying the authorised improvements into effect.

At first it was intended that the act of 1806 should contain
authority to the subscribers who built the wooden bridge over
the Clyde, from that part of the river bank which lay in a line
with Saltmarket Street over to Hutchesontown, levying a small toll
on the bridge, and this power was asked for in the town council’s
petition for the bill. The erection of this bridge was first mooted
in 1802, when a few citizens asked the town council to be allowed
to erect the bridge, the expense of which was intended to be
defrayed by the petitioners and other subscribers. This liberty
having been conceded, and access having been given from the
•foot of Saltmarket Street through the Green, by a gravel road
formed at the town’s expense, a wooden bridge for foot-
passengers was erected in 1804. In the following year the sub­
scribers asked the town council either to take it under their care,
and pay the expense of watching, lighting, and repairing, or to
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concur in obtaining statutory authority for the exaction of toll
from persons passing along the bridge. The latter alternative
received the town council’s approval, and after the original inten­
tion of embodying the desired authority in the town council’s
act was abandoned, a special act was promoted and passed,
whereby the trustees appointed to carry out its provisions were
authorised to repair, light, and watch the bridge, and to meet
expenditure by exacting a toll or duty of one halfpenny from
each person passing over it for one day in each week (p. 698).

Street communication with the bridges, along the south side
of the river, was expedited through the enterprise of David
Laurie and James Laurie, feuars of Kirkcroft, Gorbals, and
adjoining lands in the district now known as Lauriston. In 1802
these feuars intimated to the town council that they intended
to form a street1 and to erect houses fronting the river Clyde,
that they intended to carry out works which would render com­
munication between the two stone bridges spacious and con­
venient, provided the magistrates and council would give their
authority and assistance to carry out the plan, and in particular
with regard to Buchan Street, which then sloped down to the
river, that they would allow it to be raised to the level of the
new street. Under the acts of parliament obtained for the
erection and maintenance of bridges over the river Clyde, the
town council were authorised to form streets and accesses, and
as they considered that the alterations proposed would be
beneficial to the public, it was arranged that these should proceed

1 Now Carlton Place,
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under the statutory authority already obtained, leaving it to
Messrs. Laurie to settle any claims which might be put forward
by the proprietors of houses and grounds acquired or interfered
with. In the course of the operations thus sanctioned, the toll
house at the old bridge seems to have been taken down, and a
new one erected, conform to a plan approved of by the town
council in September, 18041 (p. 422). Eleven years before this
time the patrons of Hutchesons’ Hospital, also in exercise of
the authority contained in the bridge acts, had constructed
Adelphi Street between the old bridge and the ill-fated
Hutchesontown bridge then in course of construction,2 so that
on the completion of Carlton Place, and its continuation, there
was a commodious thoroughfare connecting the three bridges on
the Gorbals side of the river.

The desire to secure a suitable access to Jamaica Street
bridge from the south led to the formation of what was called
at the time a “ very splendid and convenient approach ” to the
city from xAyrshire, this being accomplished about the year 1807,
on the joint design of the road trustees and the several landed
proprietors through whose ground it passed (pp. 563, 582). The
new thoroughfare got its name of Eglinton Street from its
proximity to Port Eglinton, the western termination of the
projected canal from Glasgow to Ardrossan. An allusion
to this canal first occurs in the records on 20th February,

1 The toll house which stood at the south
end of the old bridge in 1791 was removed and
a new one erected when the eastward street was
formed (Giasg. Rec., vol. viii., pp. 437, 522).

It was probably the latter toll house that in its
turn was removed in 1804.

3 Giasg. Rec., vol. viii., pp. 398-404,
436-7. 623.
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1803, when the town council agreed to advance twenty
guineas towards the expense of a survey and estimate of
the expense of construction. Three years later, a letter was
received from the Earl of Eglinton “ on the subject of the
proposed canal from Glasgow, by Paisley, to the coast of
Ayrshire, to terminate at the bay of Ardrossan, where a com­
modious, safe, and excellent harbour is now begun, and the south
pier thereof considerably advanced.” The earl expressed his
opinion that the undertaking, when completed, would be of
immense benefit, not only to that part of the country through
which it was to pass, but to the West of Scotland and also the city
of Glasgow; and he anxiously desired that the community should
countenance the measure, not so much on account of their private
subscription as to testify their approbation of the scheme, and
thus set a good example to others. An act of parliament
authorising the undertaking had been obtained the previous
session, £65,000 had already been subscribed for the canal,
independent of the harbour, and it would only require £60,000
more to complete it. After giving the subject full consideration,
and keeping in view the prospective advantage to the city, the
probable safety of the investment, and the usual practice of
the community in encouraging such undertakings, the town
council subscribed £1,000 to the funds. In those days of
difficult navigation above the Cumbraes, the earl had an idea
that Ardrossan might become the port of Glasgow with which it
should be connected by the canal, but as events turned out, the
latter was never completed farther west than Johnstone.
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The Town Council were always ready to embrace any
opportunity for improving the navigation of the river Clyde and
accommodation at the harbour.1 A report by Mr. Rennie,
engineer, on the subject, was obtained in 1800, and at that time
steps were taken for rendering the overflow of the banks less
frequent in the time of floods. In the beginning of 1806 the
opinion of Mr. Telford, engineer, was asked in regard to some
proposed improvements on the river, and in the ensuing August
he recommended the continued construction of parallel dykes,
the use of towing paths for tracking becalmed boats up the river
from Renfrew, and the formation of wet docks at the Broomielaw.
Work at the dykes and towing paths had already been in
progress, but before dealing with the other recommendations the
town council consulted Mr. Rennie, who concurred in Mr.
Telford’s views (pp. 552-5). Application was thereupon made
to parliament, stating that the trade and navigation of the river
had of late much increased, and was still increasing; that the
quay and harbour at the Broomielaw was not large enough to
maintain and accommodate the vessels resorting thereto; and
that it had become necessary to form a wet dock or basin on
the north side, and to cut a new channel on the south side of
the river. Leave was therefore asked to bring in a bill for

1 At this time the river was in a condition
to be frequented by salmon. In 1797 part of
the town’s salmon fishings was let to a tenant
for a year at £2 15s. (p. 125). In 1800 “the
town’s salmon fishings in Clyde, from the new
bridge downwards,” were let for three years at
^26 yearly; and the chamberlain was authorised

to let the fishings above the bridge, for the same
period, at such rent as he could procure (p. 177).
In 1798 complaint was made against a proprietor
on the south bank of the harbour of having
“interrupted the draft of the town’s salmon
fishing in the river Clyde opposite to his grounds ”
(p. 120).
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authority to construct the necessary works, and to confer farther
powers of administration and of raising the money required for
the purposes of the act. Heads of the bill were published for
the information of the citizens. The scheme received the approval
of the merchants’ and trades’ houses, but owners of property in the
lower parts of the town above the bridge were apprehensive that
the construction of the dock would, by impeding the waterway,
cause their property to be overflowed on the occurrence of
floods in the river. On this supposed risk of inundation Mr.
Rennie did not seem to entertain any fear, but after receiving a
letter from him on the subject, the magistrates and council, in
June, 1807, resolved to delay the business in the meantime, and
not to proceed with the intended bill during the ensuing session.
In consequence of this and subsequent postponements, other two
years elapsed before an act of parliament for enlargement of
the harbour was obtained.

Towing boats up the river must have been practised from
the earliest times, though regularly formed tracking paths for
horses engaged in the work do not seem to have come into
existence till about the end of the eighteenth century.1 In 1795
the chamberlain put forward a proposal for making a tracking
path on the south side of the river.2 In the following year
reference is made to “ the towing paths which are used for the
accommodation of vessels navigating the river Clyde ” (p. 46).

1 By the act 32 Geo. II., c. 62 (1759), the other vessels passing in, through and upon the
magistrates and council were empowered to said river.”
make and use “paths and ways for towing, 2 Glasg. Rec., vol. viii., p. 620.
haling or drawing of boats, barges, lighters, and

c
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The latter towing paths appear to have been formed in the
vicinity of the harbour. In 1801 Mr. Spiers, of Elderslie, com­
plained of damage that had been done to his fences by persons
tracking boats upon the river, and claimed redress; and subse­
quently two of his agricultural tenants asked compensation for
damages sustained by them in the years 1802 and 1803, in con­
sequence of the formation of a towing path along their grass
lands on the south side of the Clyde. The first of these claims
was submitted to a jury, whose verdict, awarding the sum of
£150 yearly, appeared to the town council to be so extravagant
that, with the view of avoiding future liability, they publicly
intimated the withdrawal of any authority they had given to
persons tracking vessels by means of horses on Mr. Spiers’
grounds. It having been doubtful if this was sufficient to relieve
them of responsibility,1 a tedious litigation ensued, and in 1809-10
the court of session decided that the magistrates and council
were entitled to relinquish the practice of tracking on the grounds
in question, but that if they did so they would not be entitled to
resume the privilege.2 On considering this decision, the Clyde
trustees resolved to continue the tracking on Mr. Spiers’ grounds,
“ which is so beneficial to the trade, in all time coming,” and
authorised the superintendent to intimate this to the public.3

Small vessels, called “ fly boats,” for the transit of passengers
and goods, plied regularly on the Clyde, between the
Broomielaw, Port-Glasgow, and Greenock. According to regu-

L See pp. 432, 470, 473, 488-90, 502, 528, 263-4.
577* 3 MS. Minute Book of Clyde Trustees,

2 MS. “State of Processes,” pp. 239-44, PP* 2O> 2I*
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lations approved of in 1801, a “ fly boat ” “ could not take on
board more than forty passengers, adults paying is. 6d. for
passage all the way, and each boat being restricted to ^3 as its
total freight for goods and passengers (p. 261).

In 1801 the Port Glasgow Harbour Act of 1772 was
amended, and power was given to the trustees for enlarging and
improving the harbour, and for borrowing additional money for
the purpose.1 Plans and estimates for the new works were sub­
sequently submitted to and approved of by the town council, the
necessary expenditure to be charged on harbour dues or paid out
of borrowed money (p. 290). To facilitate still further the
management of the port by the local trustees, the magistrates and
council of Glasgow, in 1808, sold to the community of Port
Glasgow the dry dock there, and its accessories, under such restric­
tions as would secure accommodation to the public and the
harbour trustees in all time coming.

In the latter half of the seventeenth century Glasgow and
other places in the West of Scotland felt aggrieved by the
operations of the Royal Fisheries Society, which had been formed
under the provisions of an act of parliament, passed in 1661, “ for
the fishings and erecting of companies for promoting the same.”
This society had, in 1671, leased from the lairds of Greenock a
piece of ground in that town, with free access from the harbour
and shore, and power to build houses and storehouses on the
ground, and in 1675 this was followed by the lease of another

1 41 Geo. III., c. 52. At this time the and 9 fishing vessels. (Sir James Marwick’s
shipping of Port Glasgow consisted of 56 ships “ River Clyde and Clyde Burghs,” p. 101.)
employed in foreign trade, 33 in coast trade,
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piece of ground, with liberty to build houses and use the place
for curing herring or other fishes, accommodating the society’s
servants, and keeping of their casks, salt, and other materials.
The leases were to endure for successive periods of 19 years,
making several hundreds in all. So long as the company
flourished, royal burghs were to some extent deprived of their
free trade privileges, and when, in the end of the year 1682,
Glasgow found an opportunity for procuring relief, the town
council entered into negotiations with the society, and were
successful in buying up their Greenock property and whole stock-
in-trade. All the stores were re-sold by the town council
about the time of purchase, and in 1698 the first piece of ground
was restored to Sir John Shaw of Greenock, in conformity with
a condition in the lease to the effect that it should become void
in the event of the fishing company being dissolved. But the
other property, leased in 1675, was retained. The buildings on
the ground, chiefly occupied as cellars and warehouses, were
periodically set to tenants, till at last, in March, 1807, no tenant
could be secured. Looking to the ruinous state of the premises,
and the heavy expenditure required to put them in order, the
magistrates and council resolved to sell the lease, of which the
period of 590 years had yet to run; and they were successful in
finding purchasers who paid for a sub-tack1 the substantial price
of £3,200 (pp. 703-4).

References to the Napoleonic wars and their disturbing
1 The purchasers subsequently arranged feu holding, and as a matter of formality the

with Lord Cathcart, who then owned the town council concurred in the transaction
Greenock estate, for converting the lease into a (Glasg. Rec., vol. x., p. 68).
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effects are not unfrequent, for the inhabitants of Glasgow did not
escape their share of the troubles which for so many years
beclouded the political atmosphere of Europe. Apprehension of
danger at home and abroad, the dread of invasion and anxiety
for the issue of warlike activities on sea and land kept the
country in a state of suspense, and did much to impede the
progress of commerce and industrial pursuits. Preparations for
defence of the country and supplying recruits for foreign service
were matters of urgent concern. In 1797, parliament ordered a
number of men to be raised in the several shires, burghs, and
towns of Scotland, for the service of the King’s army and navy.
The city of Glasgow, and the villages of Gorbals, Anderston, and
Cal ton had to furnish 71 men. Nearly exhausted, probably, by
previous levies, recruits were at that time scarce, as many as 55
men being deficient in the city’s quota, and for these the govern­
ment had to be paid at the rate of £25 each. The total cost to
the city of this levy was £1,680, which was raised by an assess­
ment on the inhabitants (p. 61).

About this time the magistrates and principal merchants
and manufacturers offered to raise, within the city and suburbs,
two volunteer battalions of foot, each to consist of 750 men, to
assist in repelling any invasion by the enemy. Particulars of
the proposal had been published in all the Glasgow newspapers,
and the town council gave it their hearty support. In August,
1797, colours were presented to the second battalion of the Royal
Glasgow Volunteers, and also to the Royal Glasgow Volunteer
Light Horse, the expense in each case being paid by the town.
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On renewal of the war with France, in the summer of 1803,
another regiment of volunteers was raised, and presented with
colours, and the same alacrity was manifested on subsequent
occasions in raising forces for both local and national defence.
In June and August, 1798, sums amounting to £13,938 were
transmitted to the government, being the amount of the voluntary
contribution which was raised the previous winter by the
inhabitants of the city for the defence of the country. A sum of
two thousand guineas, contributed by the first regiment of the
Royal Glasgow Volunteers, was remitted by themselves direct
(p. 124). In July, 1803, the magistrates and council assisted in the
manning of his Majesty’s navy by offering a bounty to the first
hundred volunteers, being Glasgow men born, who should enter
with any naval officer in Glasgow, each able seaman getting two
guineas, and each ordinary seaman or landsman one guinea
(p- 370).

In September, 1798, the town council, the merchants house,
the trades house, and the chamber of commerce presented to the
House of Commons a joint petition asking that a small tax
should be laid upon property and stock for raising money to
assist in carrying on “ the present just and unavoidable war.”
Satisfaction was expressed at seeing “ the spirit of all ranks of
people in these kingdoms rising in defence of the country against
the designs of an inveterate enemy who has threatened its
invasion, and the destruction of its religion, its liberty, and
laws ” (p. 113). Income tax was first imposed in 1799, but it was
apparently not till 1803 that the magistrates and council, as 
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coming in place of commissioners of supply, appointed com­
missioners for the purposes of the income tax acts (p. 378).

In 1802, parliament for the first time gave Scotland a militia,
and the inhabitants bore the expense incurred in alimenting the
wives and families of men serving in the force, and in raising
men for the city. For the due carrying out of the militia laws, it
was considered desirable that the city should be disjoined from
the county, and be erected into a separate district by itself, the
lord provost being lieutenant, with power to name as many
deputes as might be necessary, and the magistrates and council
made a representation to the government to that effect. It was
believed that the county of Lanark raised a greater number of
militiamen than any other county in Scotland, and of that number
Glasgow furnished a very large proportion. With a population
of between 80,000 and 90,000, the great body of the inhabitants
was composed of the labouring classes employed in the various
branches of trade and manufacture. From those classes, Glasgow
at all times sent a vast number of recruits to the regular army,
and the quota of militiamen which the city was bound to
furnish was proportionally great, exceeding considerably the
number furnished by the metropolis. The regular and expeditious
execution of the militia laws in such a populous city required
constant attention and a good deal of labour and trouble, but no
adequate provision could be made for this with Glasgow merely
included along with the other parishes in the county, and with
the general meetings of the lieutenancies held at a distance in
the town of Lanark or Hamilton (pp. 607-9). This application,
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however, was without success, the official opinion being that a
lord lieutenant could not be appointed for the city of Glasgow,
as it was not a county within itself (p. 634).

News of a victory gained by the British army or navy
always came as a welcome relief to what was too often a cheerless
outlook, and evidence of the satisfaction of the community on
such occasions sometimes appears in the records. Thus,
on 21 November, 1797, six weeks after the naval battle of
Camperdown, the magistrates and council unanimously agreed to
present the freedom of the city, “ in a handsome gold box,” to
Admiral lord viscount Duncan, in testimony of the high sense
they entertained of his services, and particularly in the “ brilliant
and important victory ” which he obtained, on nth October, with
the British fleet under his command, over the navy of Holland,
“ in which the good conduct and bravery of the gallant admiral
and the officers and crew of his fleet were equally conspicuous
and objects of admiration.” At the same time, an address was
presented to the King, congratulating his Majesty upon “ the late
signal victory ” and the similar success which had been attained
by his arms “ in every quarter of the globe ” (pp. 82, 83). John
MacTaggart, master and commander of the Ferret sloop of war,
subsequently got the freedom of the city, in recognition of his
meritorious and gallant behaviour at the same naval engage­
ment, he having, with 22 British seamen, conducted to Yarmouth
roads a Dutch liner with 500 men on board, “ after he and the
men under his command had suffered excessive hardships by
fatigue and stress of weather” (p. 95). In October, 1798, the 
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freedom of the city was conferred on the captains of two of his
Majesty’s ships, in testimony of the high sense entertained of
their able and gallant conduct in an action between a British
squadron and the French fleet off the coast of Ireland (p. 130).

A month after the battle of Trafalgar, the lord provost called
a meeting of the town council, for the purpose of considering
the propriety of voting an address to the King, congratulating
his Majesty on the “ late singular and glorious successes ” by his
naval forces over the combined fleets of France and Spain. The
proposal was at once approved of, and an address adopted, in
which, while deeply deploring the death, “ in the arms of
victory,” of that brave man who so often humbled his Majesty’s
enemies, they contemplated with satisfaction the high importance
of a victory which frustrated the favourite schemes of an
implacable foe, and placed on a still firmer basis the maritime
power and the commercial prosperity of the British empire.
Specially interesting to this part of the empire was the annihila­
tion of that proud fleet which so recently threatened the devas­
tation of Britain’s colonial possessions in the West Indies (p. 482).
A movement was forthwith set on foot for the erection of a
monument at Glasgow, in memory of Lord Viscount Nelson, and
on 26th May, 1806, the committee of subscribers petitioned the
town council to be allowed a sufficient space of ground in the
High Green for the erection of an obelisk of polished freestone,
in memory of that gallant admiral. This request was cordially
complied with, and on 1st August the foundation stone was laid
with masonic solemnity.1

1 On 8th August, 1810, the upper part of damaged portion is noticeable in the “ View
the obelisk was shattered by lightning. The from Glasgow Green,” p. xx.
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Complaint was made by a number of the inhabitants, who
stated that they suffered great hardship from the mode
of billeting soldiers within the city, which, according to the
practice at that time, was a burden laid only on certain classes,
whereas they conceived that, according to the law of the country
and the latest decisions of the supreme court, the burden ought
to be laid upon the inhabitants indiscriminately. On this subject
the town clerks, fortified by the opinion of Edinburgh counsel,
advised that the burden of quartering soldiers within the burgh
fell upon the inhabitants indiscriminately and without distinction,
with the exception of paupers, unmarried women, widows, and
schoolmasters, and likewise excluding such classes as might
possess some peculiar legal exemption. The magistrates and
council thereupon resolved that in future they should quarter
soldiers according to the rule specified in the opinions, and
instructions were given to advertise the resolution in all the
Glasgow newspapers for the information of the inhabitants.

Declining trade, low wages, scarcity of provisions, and high
prices were not the least among the many evils which, if not
directly traceable to the wars in which the country was involved,
were at least largely aggravated on that account, and such means
as were available for enabling the community to tide over such
emergencies were not neglected by the municipal authorities. In
November, 1799, the lord provost represented that the bad
state of the weather and of that year’s crop had raised a very
considerable alarm in the country, from an apprehension of a
scarcity of meal and corn for maintaining the “ lower classes of 
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the inhabitants.” In order to avoid the danger of such a
calamity, and to quiet the minds of the people, a subscription was
set on foot by the magistrates and council, the merchants and
trades houses, the incorporated trades and individual
inhabitants, whereby money was raised for purchasing meal and
corn to be sold to the inhabitants at the current market price, and
for sustaining any loss that might be incurred, in the same manner
as was done in 1782, when there was a similar appearance of
scarcity (pp. 168-70).

During this period of a dearth in grain parliament had
prohibited the distilling of spirits from malt and corn, and in
November, 1801, after a plentiful harvest had been reaped, the
town council petitioned the lords of the treasury to continue the
prohibition, as allowing distillers to recommence at that juncture
would give rise to very great discontent and distress, particularly
in the city and the very extensive and populous manufacturing
counties which surround it. Oatmeal, which was the principal
food of the “ lower classes of the inhabitants of the country,”
was still one-third part higher than the last ten years’ average,
and it was urged that the people were entitled to the secure
enjoyment of the comfort and relief which the late abundant
crop would afford, if they were not disappointed by a rise of the
price of grain, occasioned by recommencement of the distilleries.
This petition to the treasury was followed up by an application
to parliament to continue the prohibition of distilling spirits from
grain for the first six months of the ensuing year. It was repre­
sented that the prohibition then about to expire had been attended
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with the most happy effects, both by lowering the price of pro­
visions to the poorer classes and by restraining them from the
immoderate use of spirituous liquors, whereby an evident
improvement in their health and morals had taken place. Such
temporary expedients for cheapening food always received the
support of the town council. In May, 1808, parliament had
under consideration a measure for the suspension of distillation
from grain and the restriction of the distillers to the use of sugar,
and at that time the town council petitioned the House of
Commons in favour of the proposal.

In connection with a threatened change in the corn laws, the
town council presented a petition to parliament, in June, 1804,
taking up the position, founded on experience, that in the
advanced state at which commerce and manufactures had arrived
in this country the free importation, exportation, and transmission
of corn at all times, with the exception, perhaps, of stopping
exportation altogether in a season of extreme dearth, would be
beneficial, both to the landed and commercial interests. It was
stated that in the district composed of the counties of Lanark,
Renfrew, Dumbarton, Argyle, and Bute, containing from
300,000 to 400,000 inhabitants, the quantity of corn produced,
even during the most plentiful years, was not nearly adequate
to the necessary consumption, and that it was to a regular impor­
tation from Ireland and America that the manufacturers and
fishermen of the West of Scotland had to look for the means of
subsistence. A regular supply of corn, at a moderate and steady
rate, was indispensably requisite, not merely for the promotion of 
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the prosperity of the inhabitants, but also for the maintenance of
internal peace and good order (p. 411). The corn bill eventually
passed into law in a shape which appears to have given general
satisfaction at the time (p. 461).

By the old burgh laws and customs magistrates were
entrusted with the supervision of bread supplies, and town
councils were in the habit of determining the weight and prices
periodically. In consequence of an act of parliament being
passed in 1800 for regulating the price and “ assize ” of bread,
the magistrates and council resolved to discontinue (at least for
some time) the practise of fixing the price of bread within the
city, and to leave it to the bakers to furnish bread to the
inhabitants at such prices as they could afford, but on the
condition that the weight of the loaves furnished by the bakers
should be the same as they used to be when an assize of bread
was fixed by the magistrates (p. 214). This seems to mean that
the price but not the weight might fluctuate, a change on the
former system, when it was usually the weight that varied.1

Relief was administered to the ordinary poor, mainly through
the medium of the town’s hospital, the yearly accounts of which
show that to some extent the demands of that class kept pace
with the growth of the city. Contrasting the years 1796 and
1808, the number of inmates rose from 365 to 389; poor children
put out to nurse, from 231 to 410; families in indigent circum­
stances, supplied with meal in their own houses, from 451 to
454; families who receive reduced wages, at 20s. each, from 14

1 See Glasg. Rec., vol. vi., pp. 18, 28, 31, 32.
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to 188; and the deficiency of income against expenditure, raised
by assessment on the inhabitants, from £3,958 t0 £6,000. The
validity of an assessment for the poor having been challenged
by one of the inhabitants, proceedings followed in the court of
session, where decree was obtained for the sum assessed, but it
was decided that the ratepayer had a right to examine the
assessment books, and these the town council directed to be kept
at the hospital, ready for the inspection of all concerned. The
authority for imposing the assessment was the act of parliament
z579 c- 74. whereby the provosts and bailies of burghs were
empowered to tax and stent for the support of the poor “ the
hail inhabitants within the burghs, according to the estimation of
their substance ” (p. 394).

While the new bridewell on the south side of Drygate was
in course of construction, the court of session were making
inquiries relative to the prisons of the city, which inquiries a
committee of the town council answered in March, 1796. At that
time the old bridewell in High Street had 64 rooms or separate
apartments, and each prisoner had his own apartment. The correc­
tion house, which had been acquired by the city in the year 1635,
adjoined the new bridewell, and was still kept up as a separate
institution, consisted of the keeper’s house and offices, and two
spacious rooms for the prisoners. Bridewell was staffed with’
one male -keeper, a man assistant, and one and sometimes two
maid servants. The correction house had one male keeper, his
wife, and a maid servant. The salary of the keeper of bridewell
was £65 yearly, out of which he paid his servants. The keeper 
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of the correction house had ^35 yearly, out of which he furnished
vegetables, milk, and coals to the prisoners, and paid his servant’s
wages (pp. 8-12).

In May, 1798, it was reported that the Drygate premises were
fit for the reception of prisoners, and the magistrates and council
thereupon directed that these should be the legal bridewell,
in which it should be lawful for the magistrates to confine,
at hard labour, such persons as should be convicted of
crimes liable to be punished by confinement at hard labour. As
the tolbooth, or common prison of the city, was sometimes so
much crowded with prisoners that they could not be kept therein
with safety and security to the public and proper preservation
of their own health, it was to be in the power of the magistrates
to appropriate such parts of bridewell as could be spared,
and were fit for the purpose, as a legal prison for the confinement
of such persons (pp. 103-4). But it was not till January, 1805,
that the lords of justiciary formally declared bridewell to be a
legal prison (p. 477). Shortly after the new bridewell was opened,
the prisoners in the house of correction were removed thither,
and the latter institution came to an end. Its site was sold in
1800 (pp. 117, 689).

As may be observed from the half-yearly summaries of
accounts printed in the present volume, bridewell was to some
extent a self-supporting establishment. In the first half-yearly
summary, which applies to the old building, it is stated that
there had been 81 prisoners, including those continued from the
preceding half year, 36 had been liberated, and 45 remained.
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The wages earned by the prisoners amounted to ^242 18s. 5d.,
and all the expenditure to be met by the city treasurer was
£19 3s. (p. 33). In the last half-yearly summary, which applies
to the new bridewell, including the absorbed correction house, it
is stated that during the half-year there had been 221 prisoners,
including those left over from the preceding half-year, 115 had
been liberated, 12 had been placed elsewhere, and 94 remained.
The wages earned by prisoners amounted to ^579 12s. gd., and
the balance to be cleared off by the city treasurer was £109 5s. 2d.
(p- 655)-

A portion of the buildings at the town’s hospital was fitted
with cells, and was declared a legal prison for criminals and
persons accused of crimes, by act of the justiciary court in 1787.
The cells consisted of 15 wards for men and 2 rooms for women,
and were attended to by one jailor and a maid servant. The
keeper of the cells was also an officer of police and constable,
authorised to take up all disorderly persons, especially in the
night time, and confine them in the cells. Both in the cells and
in bridewell each prisoner was confined to his own apartment, but
visits from friends or acquaintances were allowed at stated times
fixed by the sitting magistrate (pp. 8-12).

From the return of 1796, above referred to, it is ascertained
that the tolbooth or principal prison contained 11 rooms for male
debtors, 10 small rooms or cells for male criminals, and 6 rooms
for women, besides 2 rooms for turnkeys and an apartment for
the jailor’s clerk. The prison was kept by a jailor, three men
turnkeys, and two women servants. The yearly salary of the 
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jailor was £70, out of which he paid the wages of all his servants;
but in addition to his salary the jailor received from the prisoners
for debt fees on a scale fixed by the town council. The jailor
also kept a tap room, where porter and small beer, but no
spirituous liquors were sold. Prisoners for debt had the liberty
of all the debtors’ rooms while the jail was open, and their friends
had free access to visit them during that time, but the criminals
were close confined to their rooms, except at certain hours, when
any of their friends or acquaintances might bring them victuals
(pp. 8-11). The upper and garret stories of a tenement in High
Street, adjoining the tolbooth, having been repaired and fitted
up in such a manner as to render them a secure prison for debtors,
had been declared a legal prison for that purpose. As the rooms
so fitted up were considered better adapted for the accommoda­
tion of female than of male prisoners, the jailor and his servants
were instructed to restrict the two stories to the confinement of
female debtors, except upon urgent occasions, when the tolbooth
should be much crowded with prisoners (p. 6). The report of
this additional accommodation appears in the council minute
containing a copy of the return already quoted from, and there­
fore it is-not certain whether the two stories were supplementary
to or were included in the rooms and cells specified in the return.

In consequence of complaints which had reached them from
various quarters, regarding the management of the jail, the
treatment of prisoners, and the decayed state and want of
furniture, the magistrates minutely inspected the prison, in May,
1804, and made various suggestions in the way of amendment

d
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and improvement (pp. 407-8). Most of these suggestions were
given effect to, and inquiries were appointed to be made weekly
into the situation of the prisoners, their complaints were to be
heard, and, if necessary, represented to the courts of law
(pp. 417-8). The lord president and other judges of the court
of session being of opinion that jail dues could not be legally
exacted from prisoners who had no funds, the magistrates and
council directed that no prisoner should be detained on account
of jail dues, and allowed the jailor merely to exact from prisoners
possessed of funds those nightly dues which had been levied
from time immemorial, until a general rule should be established
for the whole of Scotland (p. 445).

In February, 1807, a committee was appointed to examine
into the state of the jail, and to consider as to the expediency
of having a new one in some more eligible situation. Being
convinced that the jail was very inadequate for its purpose, and
that it was expedient to have a new jail, with court hall, council
chambers, clerks’ chambers, and other conveniences, the com­
mittee had various deliberations and discussions on the subject,
and in the end of 1808 they submitted to the town council a list
of suggested sites, but indicated a preference for that on the
Laigh Green, the spot which was eventually chosen (pp. 673-4).

Gorbals possessed its old baronial jurisdiction, and had its
court house and prison. Its bailies were appointed by the lords
of the barony, the magistrates and council of Glasgow. There
was also a voluntary organization, formed by the feuars, the
acting body consisting of a preses and other office-bearers, who 
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managed the police affairs of the community, so far as not
falling within the province of the baron bailie. After the
allotment of the lands among the three bodies of proprietors,
and the consequent feuing of building lots, the population
rapidly increased, and the inhabitants became desirous of
obtaining a more efficient system of local government.
Accordingly, when the renewal police act for Glasgow was in
preparation, a number of dwellers in the villages of Gorbals,
Hutchesontown, Lauriston, and Tradestown, on the south side
of the river, and also of the villages of Anderston and
Finnieston, on the north side, intimated their desire to have the
police establishment of the city extended over these places.
The town council concurred in the expediency of having the
police establishment extended over the suburbs of the city, on
such terms as might be agreed upon, and were willing to join
in an application to parliament for having the necessary clauses
introduced into the police bill (p. 545). But, after further con­
sideration, the feuars in the barony of Gorbals came to be of
opinion that their purpose would be better served by a police
act of their own, and the promotion of a Glasgow extension
scheme was abandoned (p. 547).

On the heads of the proposed police bill for the barony
being produced to the town council, they instructed the com­
mittee entrusted with its revisal to take care that the patrimonial
interests and jurisdiction of the city, as superior of the whole,
and proprietor of a considerable part, should be duly attended
to, and specially to consider a provision for repairing the Gorbals
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court house and prison so as to render it sufficient for the con­
finement of delinquents under the act (pp. 620-623). All the
clauses having been adjusted to mutual satisfaction, the act was
passed on 27 May, 1808. The barony was divided into twelve
wards, in each of which a commissioner, invested with the
powers of a constable, was to be chosen by the householders.
A senior bailie and two resident bailies, all appointed by
Glasgow town council, were to be commissioners ex officus; and
nothing in the act was to be held as taking away the baronial
powers of the magistrates and council, who should, in addition
to the bailies, appoint the clerks and procurator fiscal and other
officers of court (p. 705).

A weekly court, established in • Glasgow for the summary
disposal of claims not exceeding 20s., had been attended with
the most beneficial consequences to the lieges, and in anticipa­
tion of still greater advantages the limit was, in 1796, extended
to 40s. (p. 50). At this time, and for long afterwards, most of
the law pleas of the citizens were brought before the burgh
court. For expediting the business of the court, and relieving
the magistrates of extra trouble, the clerks of court were com­
missioned to take the depositions of parties and witnesses, but
without prejudice to the right of the magistrates to undertake
the duty when they thought proper (p. 695). In February, 1807,
the town council approved of the suggestions contained in a
memorial by the clerks on a plan for the improvement of the
corporation jurisdictions in Scotland, and particularly on the
improvement of the courts of the city of Glasgow, and copies 
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of the memorial were directed to be sent to the lord advocate 
and other professional gentlemen who had taken an interest in
the improvement of the administration of civil justice in this
country (pp. 548-9)?

In connection with his inquiry into the state of the public
records of the kingdom, and his successful efforts for a better
registration system, Thomas Thomson, who had been appointed
to the newly created offce of deputy clerk register in 1806, sent 
to the town clerks a circular letter requiring them to prepare
a general inventory of the records under their custody and a
statement of the fees and emoluments arising from the records.1 2
The town clerks, in reporting the letter to the town council,
alluded to contemplated alterations in the state of the records
which might ultimately affect the patronage and patrimonial
interests of the city, and in this view they were directed to inform
the town council of such farther procedure as might take place
on the subject (p. 636). A few days later the clerks presented to
the town council a “ Bill for the better regulating the Public
Records of Scotland,” the leading enactment of which was to 
the effect that no deeds or other writings should in future be
recorded in burgh court books, except instruments of sasine and
other writs affecting heritable property. Going fully into the
history and practical working of the existing system, the clerks

1 A copy of the memorial, consisting of 43
printed pages, besides other 15 pages of appen­
dices, is bound up with the volume of Session
Papers, 1802-21, in the Town-Clerk’s office.

2 In compliance with this request an “In­
ventory and Short Account of the different

Records kept by the Clerks of the City and
Royal Burgh of Glasgow ” was supplied, and a
copy is bound up in the volume titled “ Memo­
rials, Law Processes, Reports, &c., circa 1800-
20.”
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pointed out the injurious effects likely to result if the bill were
passed into law (pp. 638-43), and Glasgow, joining with other
burghs, having vigorously opposed the proposed changes, so far
as objectionable, the bill was withdrawn. In the following year,
and after due consideration and adjustment, an act of parliament
dealing both with burgh court books and registers of sasines,
was passed into law, and has since, in its main provisions,
remained in force to the general satisfaction of all concerned.

Several volumes of the earlier records of Glasgow, and
some charters and other documents which were once in the
city’s archives, are now missing, but from a description of their
former places of custody it is almost surprising that so much of
the collection has survived. In December, 1805, the clerks
represented to the town council the very unsafe state of the
charters, title deeds, and other documents belonging to the com­
munity, of the council records, of the original writs recorded in
the burgh courts, of the register of sasines, &c. These were
deposited in timber presses in rooms with wooden floors and
ceilings, in which the danger of fire was necessarily very con­
siderable, owing to the constant use in winter of fires and
candles and to the great concourse of people of various
descriptions who frequented the different offices. To provide
against future danger of destruction by fire, the town council,
on the suggestion of the clerks, resolved to appropriate for the
reception of the records and writs the westmost of the stone
vaulted apartments in the front of the tolbooth, and to fit it up
with an iron door, as a safe proof against fire (p. 492).
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No addition was made to the number of city churches, but
again the congregation of the old Wynd Church removed to
new premises, as a former generation of worshippers had done
when St. Andrew’s Church was ready for occupation. In
August, 1806, an inspection of the Wynd Church showed it to
be in a ruinous condition, and that it could not be repaired with­
out very considerable expense. Owing to the increase of the
population, the different parish churches were insufficient for the
accommodation of the inhabitants, and the town council resolved
to erect a new church of larger dimensions in some convenient
situation at the west or north-west end of the town. For
defraying the expense, it was proposed to convert the area on
which the old church stood into a “ green ” or vegetable
market, and to sell the area of the then existing market, which
there was reason to believe would bring a sum more than
adequate for the purpose (p. 512). The site first proposed for
the new church was at the west termination of St. Vincent Street,
but at the meeting to which Mr. Stark’s elevation plan, and the
estimates for the building, amounting to £5,596 in all, were
submitted, the town council resolved that the new church should
be erected on the west side of Buchanan Street, opposite to and
fronting George Street (p. 574). James Cleland, Glasgow’s
future annalist and statistician, who was then a magistrate of the
city, had assisted in the adjustment of the plans, and had prepared
the specification of the building, and he generously undertook to
superintend the erection of the church without any gratuity or
emolument. On 3 June, 1807, the magistrates and council,
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accompanied by the ministers and other public bodies in the
city, walked in procession from the council chambers, at the
cross, to the west end of George Street, where the foundation
stone of Saint George’s Church was laid by Bailie Cleland, with
the usual solemnities. In September of the following year it
was announced that the building of the church was completed,
when the town council thanked Mr. Cleland for his great zeal
and attention, and they subsequently resolved that the vote of
thanks should be presented to him along with a piece of plate
of such description and value as the lord provost and magistrates
should think proper. The materials of the old church were
shortly afterwards sold, and a new vegetable market erected on
its site (pp. 668-70).

Extensive alterations were carried out in the interiors of the
two cathedral churches, the Inner and Outer High, and in
February, 1803, the barons of exchequer were asked for a grant
from the crown of a sum of money as an aid to enable the
magistrates “ to repair and ornament the metropolitan church,
particularly to fit up a King’s seat in an elegant way, and to
open up and glaze a large window for some time built up,” all
which “ would tend much to beautify this ancient cathedral.”
The barons recommended a grant of £400, but only the half of
that sum was bestowed, on condition that it was to be applied
“ under the directions of the barons of exchequer, in executing the
repairs necessary, and in fitting up a royal seat in the cathedral ”
(p 367). When the reseating arrangements were being carried
out, the Faculty of Procurators relinquished their seat on the 
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floor of the church, and had allocated to them one in front
of the loft, situated immediately to the left of the King’s seat
(pp. 421-2).

Interesting correspondence and reports of church court pro­
cedure are recorded in connection with the proposal to erect an
organ in St. Andrews Church. Opening with a letter from the
minister of the church, and a petition of seat holders, asking the
magistrates and council, as heritors, to make such alterations on
the seats behind the pulpit as might be requisite for the intro­
duction of an organ, the discussion closes with the decision of
the presbytery that the use of organs in public worship is
contrary to the law of the land and to the law and constitution
of the established church, and therefore such use was prohibited
in all the churches and chapels within its bounds (pp. 522,
588-92, 650).

Addresses to the King on the successes of his army and
navy have already been alluded to. Expressions of loyalty and
congratulation were likewise contained in addresses presented to
his Majesty on the occasion of his providential escape from a
traitorous attack upon his life in Drury Lane theatre (pp. 191-2);
on the restoration of peace, in 1802 (p. 308); and upon his
escape from a traitorous and diabolical conspiracy against his
person and government (p. 353). On the renewal of the war
with France, in 1803, the magistrates and council conveyed to
the King the assurance of their unshaken loyalty and determined
attachment to his Majesty’s person, crown, and government, and
avowed their resolution to sacrifice time and property in
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defending their glorious constitution, and in resisting to the
uttermost the ambitious projects of an. insulting foe. In March,
1807, the royal sanction had been withheld from a bill opening
all commissions in the army and. navy to Roman Catholics, and
this led the magistrates and council, to present a loyal and dutiful
address to the King, expressive, of their strong sense of his
-Majesty’s firm and. judicious conduct on the recent attempt to
alter the laws respecting the admissibility of persons professing
the Roman Catholic religion, to the higher ranks in the military
and naval service of the country (p. 571).

During the temporary retirement from office of that great
statesman, who for seventeen years had successfully guided the
counsels of the nation, the merchants and other inhabitants of
Glasgow, in June, 1802/intimated their intention to raise money
by subscription for the purpose of erecting a statue to 11 the right
honourable William Pitt” in one of’.the principal squares or
streets of the city. Of this movement the town council cordially
approved, and agreed to allot a proper place for erecting the
statue, “ as a token to the present and as a monument to suc­
ceeding generations of the eminent worth and transcendent
abilities of that great statesman, who has been a principal means,
under Providence, of preserving entire and unimpaired our most
excellent constitution, amidst the revolutions and convulsions
which have been the unhappy fate of the surrounding nations.”
A committee of the council was appointed to co-operate with the
general committee of subscribers in carrying the design into effect,
and in the following February an addition was made to their
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number. But it was not till the year 1812 that the statue of
Pitt, now in the Kelvingrove Art Gallery, was handed over to the
citizens and placed in the town hall.

Several names were added to the honorary burgess roll,
mostly those of men distinguished in military and naval service,
but including the name , of Edward Jenner, M.D., who got the
freedom of the city as a mark of respect for his talents and worth,
and of the high sense entertained of the important benefits
which he had conferred on mankind by his invaluable discovery
of the vaccine innoculation (p. 662).

Seals of cause, or charters of incorporation, were granted to
Anderson’s University in 1796 (p. 27), the Grocer Company of
Glasgow in the same year (p. 51), the Society of Glasgow
Asylum in 1803 (p. 365), the 'Glasgow Lunatic Asylum
in 1806 (p. 507), and the Lock Hospital in 1807 (p. 617). The
Society of Teachers had accumulated a fund for the benefit of
members who might be reduced to indigent circumstances, and
for support of the widows and children of members, and they
applied to the town council for a seal of cause if their regulations
were found agreeable to law (p. 400). A committee reported that
the regulations, to which the only objection was their prolixity,
seemed in general to be proper and well adapted for promoting
the objects of the society, and the town council directed the
clerks to prepare a seal of cause (p. 406), but there is no record
of its having been granted.o o

Glasgow, September, 1914.
R. RENWICK.
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FROM THE

RECORDS OF THE BURGH OF GLASGOW.

8 January 1796
The lord provost and magistrates, in consequence of an application Application

to them by the corn dealers within the city, unanimously agree to present deaiersJn
a petition to the lords of treasury, whereof the tenor follows :— Glasgow.

“To the right honourable the Lords of His Majesty’s Treasury. The Petition to
petition of the lord provost, magistrates, and common council of the city of treasury8
Glasgow, humbly sheweth—That by the law passed this session, giving a bounty
on corn imported, among other regulations therein laid down it is enacted that
the importation ports in the Firth of Forth are the ports of Leith, Alloa,
Kirkcaldy, and Dunbar, and these only, whereby the grain which may be
imported from the north of Europe for the consumption of the west of Scotland
cannot, by the importer, be brought to hand, but at the additional expence,
waste of time, and risk of discharging the same at and again reshipping it
from one or other of these ports. That the port of Borrowstouness, which
includes that of Grangemouth, has always been and is considered as the east
port for the West of Scotland, or the counties of Lanark, Dumbarton, Renfrew,
Argyle, Bute, Ayr, and Dumfries. It is therefore humbly prayed that the said
port of Borrowstouness may, under the said law, be named as a port open for
importation, and that as speedily as possible, otherways great inconvenience
and injury must be felt by the western district of Scotland, and by this city
in particular.”

A
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And. the said petition being subscribed by the lord provost, in presence
and by appointment of the magistrates and council, his lordship was
requested to transmit the same to the right honourable Henry Dundass,
to be by him transmitted to the lords of treasury.

John The lord provost produced a letter from John MacAlpine, praying to
letter;lpilieS continued keeper of the old university library for four years from

and after June next, when his present appointment expires, a favour which
had been conferred upon his predecessor in the said office. The magistrates
and council delay the consideration of the said letter till the next meeting
of council.

Report of The committee appointed to consider the proposal of Mr. James Towars,
about a^jdng 8Urgeon, relative to his ward for receiving and delivering pregnant women
inward. in. indigent circumstances, gave in a report, which being read to and

considered by the magistrates and council they approve thereof, appoint
the same to be engrossed in the committee report book, and agree to pay
the rent of the said ward, amounting to £10 10s. sterling, yearly, till this
resolution shall be altered, and authorize the city treasurer for the time
being to pay the said rent accordingly, and further continue the said
committee, with power to them to visit the said ward from time to time
and to give such directions for the management thereof as may appear
to them best calculated to promote the end of the institution.

11 February 1796

Precept to
John Men­
tions.

Authorize the treasurer to pay to John Mennons, printer, £33 19s.
sterling for advertisements in the Glasgow Advertiser, conformable to
an account commencing 8th October, 1790, and ending 24th October,
1795, which accompt is charged at £46 11s. 6d., but from which
£12 12s. 6d. is deducted for articles for which there are no vouchers.

Petition from The incorporation of maltmen gave in two acts of their trade, dated
oTStmen11 February, 1791, and 20th January, 1794, augmenting the freedom
about raising fines to be paid by persons entering with the said incorporation, to extracts
didr freedom 0£ acfs a petition was annexed, praying that the magistrates and

town council would ratify and approve of the said encrease of freedom
fines; which being considered by the magistrates and council they remit
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the said acts and petition to the dean of guild [and others] as a committee
of council to consider the same and to report their opinion relative thereto.

Appoint the dean of guild [and others] as a committee of council, Petition from
to consider a petition of the proprietors in Gallowgate Street, dated Gkdlowgatem
10th February instant, praying the magistrates and council to encrease Stre?fc
the number of lamps in the said street, and to give an additional supply tional supply
of water thereto, and also to causway some streets adjoining to the °/n7pagter and
Gallowgate, with power to the said committee to meet and treat with a
committee of the said petitioners, and to report to the magistrates and
town council their opinion relative to the matters specified in the said
petition.

Appoint the dean of guild [and others] as a.committee of council to Proposal of
consider a proposal made by Messrs. Bell and Boyd, in a letter from them BeU
dated 10th instant, for an alteration of the act of council in their favour
dated the 1st October last, in so far as to give them an entry to their
warehouses by the stair leading to the bell house of the Tron steeple,
instead of the stair to the towns new tenement, as was agreed to by the said
act of council, in consideration of which Messrs. Bell and Boyd offered, at
their own expence, to take down, rebuild and widen the said bell house
stair, so as to make it more commodious both for their own and the towns
use, of which alteration they produced a plan alongst with the said letter;
and appoint the said committee to report to the magistrates and council
their opinion relative to the said proposal.

The magistrates and council considering that the tack of the cellars State of the
and buildings in the Royal closs at Greenock, which was granted by the
magistrates and council of Glasgow, in the year 1742, to the bailie and closs at
feuars of Greenock, for the yearly rent of £10 sterling, for two nineteen Greenock-
years,1 will expire at Whitsunday, 1796, when a very great additional rent 
is to be expected for the said subjects, or a high price for the property
thereof if they be brought to sale, do therefore nominate and appoint
the dean of guild [and others], as a committee of council, to consider
the present state of that property, and to report their opinion as to the
most advantageous mode of disposing of the said property either by a lease
or sale thereof.

1 Glasg, Rec., vol. vi., pp. 83, 120.
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Enactment
about the

Letter about
Hutchison
Street.

Appoint Bailie Lothian [and others], as a committee of council, to
consider a letter to the magistrates and council from Mr. John Thomson,
merchant, for himself and Robert Smith, dated 8th February instant,
relative to the causwaying of Hutchison Street, together with a letter from
the master of work, of the same date and upon the same subject, and
appoint the committee to report their opinion of the contents of the said
letters.

Authorise the committee upon the new street leading from Carntyne

Proposal for
purchasing
some ground
in Duke
Street.

Tacks of sub­
jects in Tron-
gate Street.

Purchase of
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Duke Street. Road, now called Duke and G-eorges Streets, to settle with Mr. James
Miller, merchant in Glasgow, for the purchase of part of his property
which will be necessary for widening the said streets, with power to them
to agree with Mr. Miller in terms of his letter dated 10th February
instant, either by private bargain or submission, and if the last mode shall
be adopted impowTer the committee to name an arbiter on the part of the
town and sign the submission in the towns name and behalf.

The committee appointed to consider the petition of Robertson and
Kay, for purchasing some ground in Duke Street, reported they had
declined to make that sale as the ground which Robertson and Kay
wanted was too small to make the price an object to the town, and
disposing of that part of the ground would lessen the value of the
remaining property. The magistrates and council approve of that report
for the reasons therein stated.

Authorize and empower the lord provost and magistrates, for the
time being, to enter into and subscrive, in the name and on behalf of the
magistrates and town council, a tack, for ten years from Whitsunday
next, to James Aitken, taylor, and Hugh Fleming, merchant in Glasgow,
of the shop in the new tenement lately built by the town, adjoining to
the Tron steeple, and of the second and third stories and garrets of the
said tenement, for the yearly rent of £105 sterling; and also a tack to
James Alexander, merchant in Glasgow, of the first story above the shop
of the said tenement, for the same period, at the yearly rent of £30 ster­
ling, in terms of agreements entered into between the said tenants and the
committee of council who had the direction of building and finishing the
said tenement.

The magistrates and council, considering that by the act of council 
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dated 19th August last,1 regulating the carriage of coals into the city, no bringing of
specific fines or penalties are enacted to be levied or inflicted on persons *nt0 fc
neglecting or refusing to paint in legible figures and letters on their carts
and waggons the weights of the loads of coals for carrying which they
are respectively used, and considering that it is a matter of indulgence
by the magistrates and town council to allow coals to be conveyed into the
city or royalty thereof in any other quantities than of 12 cwt. or 24 cwt.,
in terms of the act of parliament of the thirty third year of his present
Majesty, quoted in the said act of council, do therefore, in explanation
of that act of council, enact and ordain that all carters, waggoners, and
others who drive coals and deliver them into the city or royalty thereof
to be consumed by the inhabitants or shipped at the Broomielaw, shall
convey them in carts or waggons containing 12 cwt. and 24 cwt. and in
no other quantities, with the exceptions and under the penalties specified
by the said act of parliament and act of council, and with the following
farther exception—that loads of coals weighing 18 cwt. may be conveyed
into the city and royalty thereof for the purposes aforesaid, provided the
carts and waggons in which they are carried shall have painted on each
of them, in legible figures and letters, “ 18 cwt.”; and if, upon being
weighed in the manner specified in the said act of council, these loads shall
be deficient more than seventy five pounds weight of the said quantity of
18 cwt., every carter, waggoner, or other person so offending shall be
fined and imprisoned in the manner specified in the said act of council;
declaring if any loads of coal weighing above 15 cwt. and under 24 cwt.
be conveyed in carts and waggons which are not painted and marked in
manner aforesaid, that they will be held and deemed as intended for loads
of 24 cwt., and the persons conveying them will be fined and imprisoned
as being deficient in that weight; and that loads weighing above 12 cwt-.
and under 15 cwt. will be held and deemed to be intended as loads of
12 cwt. and no more; and the order in the said act of council for painting
12 cwt. and 24 cwt. on carts and waggons carrying loads of coals of these
weights is hereby dispensed with, because all carts which are not marked
18 cwt. will be held and deemed as being* intended for carrying loads either
of 12 cwt. or 24 cwt., and will be proceeded against accordingly.

1 Glasg. Reo., vol. viii., p. 610; where date, 19th August, inadvertently omitted.
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21 March 1796
Precept to Authorize the treasurer to pay to John Wilson, land surveyor,
John \\ ilson. £25 4s. sterling for making plans, sections and reports relative to the

street leading from the Saltmarket Street to Hutchisons bridge, and
relative to the proposed embankment from the said bridge to the herds
house in the Green of Glasgow.

Committee to Appoint the magistrates, dean of guild, deacon conveener and
treasurer, as a committee of council, alongst with the chamberlain, to
set the church seats belonging to the city for the ensuing year, upon the
same terms they were set last year.

The lord provost, magistrates and council, considering that the upper
and garret stories of the tenement in High Street, adjoining to the
tolbooth, are repaired and fitted up in such a manner as to render them
a secure prison for debtors, do hereby declare the same to be a legal
prison for the confinement of debtors, and authorize and empower the
jailor of this city and his servants to confine debtors therein in terms of
the diligences against them, but as these rooms are better adapted for the
accommodation of female than of male prisoners, ordain the jailor and
his servants to restrict the said two stories to the confinement of female
debtors, except upon urgent occasions when the tolbooth is much crouded
with prisoners.

Upon the petition of the proprietors in St. Enochs Square and the
neighbourhood thereof, agree that a common sewer, of a sufficient width,

Street to be shall be made below ground alongst Howard Street, from the foot of
St. Enochs Wvnd to St. Enochs burn, and from thence towards Jamaica
Street, and that the said street shall be raised to a proper height and
leveled and causwayed. [Offer to do the work for £40 accepted.] And
farther, appoint the said street, after the said work is performed, to be
causewayed by the master of work at the towns expence, and the street
upon the west side of St. Enochs Square to be carried on and causewayed
from the place where it now ends till it joins Howard Street, to be done
also at the towns expence.

About build- Appoint the lord provost [and others] as a committee of council, to
ing a shed on (reaf with the magistrates and town council of Port Glasgow about
PortGlasgow, building a shed on the mid quay there, which they intend to apply for 

set church
scats.

Tenement in
High Street,
next to the
tolbooth,
declared a
legal prison.

Common
sewer alonsst
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leave to do, and about removing the sheds from the street near to the
public inn and upon the breast closs by the harbour, and about the towns
paying a rent for the large shed on the middle of the breast which belongs
to the city of Glasgow; which three prestations ought to be made a
condition in the leave given for building the said intended shed.

William Horn reported, verbally, that the wings of the new bridewell Building
could not be built according to the plan fixed upon by former acts of^frlewen.
council, owing to the shape and situation of the ground upon which the
said bridewell is to be built. Mr. Horn, therefore, produced new plans
of the said wings, which had been approved of by the committee, who
requested to have authority from the magistrates and council to contract
with tradesmen for building the said wings according to the said new
plans. Which being considered by the magistrates and council they
approve of the said plans and give the committee upon bridewell power
to contract for executing them in terms of their request.

The committee upon the Gallowgate Street reported that in their Report of
opinion a feu lamps were necessary at the places pointed out by them
to the master of work; that part of the street complained of as being out Street.
of repair was under the charge of the trustees upon the Shots road, to
whom application ought to be made to repair it; that Claythorn Street was
not forty feet wide, and therefore could not be causwayed at the towns
expence, but that Tureen Street ought to be causwayed at the towns
expence when it is formed and levelled by the proprietors. The com­
mittee added that they had informed the petitioners of the steps taken for
bringing water into the Gallowgate, and showed them an estimate of the
expence of bringing it in, and that if the petitioners would raise that
money the magistrates would execute the work. The magistrates and
council approve of the report, and authorize the master of work to perform
the towns part of the work therein mentioned when the proprietors
perform their parts thereof.

The committee upon the Royal closs at Greenock reported that they Subjects in
had given the tacks and papers relative to that business to the lord fjie RoJal
provost, that he might enquire about it when he was at Greenock, that Greenock.
steps might be taken for disposing of these subjects to the best advantage
either by sale or lease; and the lord provost reported, verbally, that he had 
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looked at the subjects and enquired about their value and present state
and condition, and that it would require mature consideration before the
subjects were either sold or let in a long’ lease, for which reason he had
offered them to government for one year after Whitsunday next, at <£200
sterling of rent, and he had reason to believe the offer would be accepted
of. The magistrates and council approve of the step taken by the lord
provost, and empower him to conclude the bargain before mentioned with
the officers of his Majesty’s customs, and continue the committee with the
same powers and instructions given to them by a former act of council.

Answers to The committee who were appointed to draw up answers to the queries
queries about of the court of session relative to the prisons of the city produced these
Glasgow.08 in answers, which the magistrates and council approve of and appoint the

same to be engrossed in the committee report book; and appoint the lord
provost to deliver them to the lord president.

[MS. Report Query 1st.—What prisons and bridewells or houses of correction are there
99°°k’ within your jurisdiction 1
29.’] Answer.—One principal prison for debtors and criminals, a subsidiary

one called cells for criminals, one bridewell, and a house of correction.
Query 2nd.—What rooms and wards do the prisons consist of 2
Answer.—The principal prison consists of eleven rooms for male debtors,

and ten small rooms or cells for male criminals. There are six rooms for
women, besides two rooms for the turnkeys and an apartment for the jailor’s
clerk. The cells consist of fifteen wards for men and two rooms for women, and
was declared a legal prison for criminals and those accused of crimes, by act
of the justiciary court in 1787. Bridewell has sixty four rooms or separate
apartments, and each prisoner has his or her own apartment. The
correction house consists of the keepers house and offices, two spacious rooms
for the prisoners, who are diseased women only, either taken from bridewell
till cured, or sent thither for cure by the sitting magistrate. It is situated
in Drygate, a very healthy part of the city.

Query 3rd.—Are prisoners for debt kept separately from those charged
with crimes?

Answer.—Prisoners for debts and crimes are kept in separate wards.
Query 4th.—Are men kept separately from women, and if there be any

children attending upon their parents or relations, how are they kept?
Answer.—Men are kept separately from women, and their relations and
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friends have access to them at all times when the prison is open, in summer
from eight till half past nine in the morning, from eleven forenoon till three
afternoon, and from five afternoon till ten at night; in winter from nine in
the morning till three afternoon, and from five afternoon till ten at night.
But on Sunday the prison is always shut during divine service. The keeper
of the cells for criminals has his dwelling house and family under the same
roof and contiguous with the cells, so that the friends and relations of prisoners
here have access at all times from morning to night.

Query 5th.—How many jailors and servants are there to each prison?
Answer.—The principal prison is kept by a jailor, three men turnkeys,

and two women servants. The cells have one jailor and a maid servant.
Bridewell has ane male keeper, a man his assistant, and one and sometimes two
maid servants. The correction house has one male keeper, his wife and a maid
servant.

Query 6th.—What fees, emoluments, or salarys have these jailors or
servants, and particularly do these jailors and servants exact fees from prisoners
either for debts or crimes upon their first commitment, upon their discharge,
or at any intermediate period, and what are the regulations laid down for
the exaction of such fees?

Answer.—The salary of the principal jailor is £70 sterling, out of which
he pays the salary of all his servants.

The jail fees fixed by act of council are, for each prisoner for debt, not
a burgess, 4d. per night; if a burgess, 2d. per night; dues of lodging caption,
5s. 6d.; act of warding, Is. 4|d.; warrant of sheriff or justices, Is. 8d.
No other fees whatever are exacted at any time of a debtors imprisonment.
The salary of the keeper of the cells, who is also an officer of police and
constable, authorized to take up all disorderly persons, especially in the night
time, and confine them in one of his cells, is £40 sterling. No fees whatever
are exacted from his prisoners. The salary of the keeper of bridewell is £65
sterling yearly, out of which he pays his servants, and no fees whatever are
exacted from prisoners. The keeper of the correction house has £35 sterling
yearly, out of which he furnishes greens, milk and coals to his prisoners, and
pays his servants wages. He exacts no fees.

Query /th.—Do the keepers and servants about the prison sufficiently
attend to the cleanliness of the different apartments and to the admission of
air, as well as to the security of the prison?

Answer.—Answered in the affirmative.
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Query 8th.—How are the prisons supplied with water 'I
Answer.—Water is brought into the prison by the jailors servants.
Query 9th.—What liberties within the prison are allowed to prisoners

of any description?
Answer.—Prisoners for debt have the liberty of all the debtors rooms

while the jail is open, and their friends have full access to visit them during
that time, but the criminals are close confined to their rooms except at certain
hours, when any of their friends or acquaintances bring them victuals. In
the cells and bridewell each is confined to his own apartment, but the friends
or acquaintances, at certain stated times, allowed by the sitting magistrate,
are permitted to visit them.

Query 10th.—Is it the province of any particular magistrate or member of
the council to visit the prisons from time to time and to see that the regulations
are executed?

Query 11th.—Are there any acts of council relative to these matters,
or do the regulations depend on custom?

Answer.—All the prisons are, by an act of the town council, appointed
to be visited weekly by the members of council in rotation, who make reports
in writing to the sitting magistrates of their visitations.

Query 12th.—Are there any lunatics confined in the prisons, and are they
kept separately from debtors and criminals? At whose expence and in what
manner are they kept?

Answer.—There are now two lunatics in the cells, each having his own
apartment, one of whom is maintained at the expence of his friends and the
other out of the city funds. There are several apartments for lunatics in a
building connected with the towns hospital, where, by agreement with the
directors of the hospital, those lunatics are maintained at the expence of their
relations when the latter can afford it, and when the relations are not in a
condition to pay, the lunatics are supported at the expence of the house.

Query 13th.—Do the jailors or servants keep any sutlery for victuals or
drink, and how are the prisoners either for debt or crimes furnished with these
and other necessarys?

Answer.—None of the jailors keep any sutlery. The jailor of the principal
prison keeps a tap room therein, where porter and small beer only, but no
spirituous liquors, are sold. No liquor whatever is sold in any of the other
prisons. The prisoners are supplied with victuals brought in to them, either
by their friends or by the servants of the jailors. Criminals are allowed three 
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pence per day, but those in bridewell and correction house are supplied in
victuals by the respective keepers, who dress them in their own houses, and
the value of those are deducted from the earnings of the bridewell prisoners.
The balance, of which a distinct accompt is kept, is paid over to the prisoners
at their liberation, at the sight of the sitting magistrate. Those in the correction
house who do not work are maintained out of the city funds.

Query 14th.—Are cards or games of any kind allowed in prison?
Answer.—All games are strictly prohibited and prevented in the principal

prison as much as possible. In the other prisons (except the correction house)
the prisoners, being confined separately, can have no opportunity of gaming,
and in the correction house the women who are capable are employed in womens
work.

Query 15th.—Have the prisoners access to any religeous instructions?
Answer.—Divine service is not performed in any of the prisons. In a

new bridewell, now building, to contain (blank) apartments, besides the keepers
house, there is to be a chapel for that purpose, but owing to its distance from the
other prisons none of the prisoners there can have the benefit of it. The
prisoners in bridewell are supplied with bibles at the citys expence, criminals
under sentence of death are attended by one or more of the city ministers,
by appointment of the magistrates, and prisoners at all times have access to the
assistance of their friends in religious exercises, of which some avail themselves.

Query 16th.—Is any physician or surgeon employed occasionally, or at
stated times, to visit the prisoners and to attend to the health of the prisoners ?

Answer.—There is a surgeon appointed to attend all the prisons, who
receives a stated salary from the city funds, and when necessary a physician
is called.

Query 17th.—Is any record book kept, in which the commitment and
release of prisoners is regularly entered?

Answer.—All the jailors keep regular books in which the commitment and
release of prisoners are entered. The principal jailor of the tolbooth keeps a
clerk, who has a room in the prison. No record is kept of the imprisonment of
persons in the cells for night riots, as they are always next day brought before
the sitting magistrate, when they are either fined and dismissed or imprisoned
again on a regular warrant. The keeper of bridewell, besides a book in which
a full copy of all the sentences are engrossed, keeps another book in which
are entered each prisoners crime, date of commitment, magistrates name by
whose warrant committed, the period of their confinement, their age, sex, former



12 EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS [1796-

Report on
Hutchison
Street.

Bargain for
sweeping th
streets.

William
Lyall, bur­
gess and gild
brother.

trade or employment, how employed, behaveour under confinement, the amount
of their earnings, maintainance, cloaths or other necessaries furnished them
while in confinement, with the money paid them when liberated, which all
appears in one cross large folio line, and an abstract of the keeper of bride­
wells accompts is published in the Glasgow news papers half yearly.

Query 18th.—When a prisoner for a debt applies for the benefit of the act
of grace, what is the usual rate of allowance for aliment?

Answer.—The rate of aliment of prisoners who get the benefit of the act of
grace varies according to the rank of the prisonei' and other circumstances in
his conduct towards his creditors. The average rate to prisoners in the lower
ranks of life is 7d. per day. In people of some condition it varies from that
to Is. and Is. 6d., at the discretion of the sitting magistrate, who is in use
also to augment the aliment of any prisoner on application of the debtor and
hearing the creditor, when it appears that the latter, from improper motives,
continues to aliment his debtor for any length of time, and which generally
has had the effect to procure an unfortunate debtors release.

The committee on Hutchison Street reported that they had inspected
Mr. Thomsons title deeds from Hutchisons Hospital, by which he is only
taken bound to pave the said street 50 feet wide, though it is now
extended to 59 feet wide, so that 9 feet of it remains unpaved, and the
committee were of opinion that the causway ought to be completed at the
towns expence to the full width of 59 feet, as far as the houses are built
on both sides and the crib stones of the side pavement are laid. The
magistrates and council approve of the said report, and appoint the master
of work to causway the said street in terms thereof.

The master of work produced an offer from John Maxwell and John
MacAllan to sweep and clean the streets of the city for a year, for
£97 sterling and the dung gathered from the streets, and another offer
from Alexander Brown to perform the same work for £52 10s. sterling
yearly and the dung of the streets. The magistrates and council remit to
the magistrates, dean of guild and deacon conveener to consider these
proposals, and to conclude a bargain with the persons before named, or
any other fit persons, for sweeping and cleaning the streets of the city,
for a fixed yearly sum, which will be a great public benefit.

Unanimously admit William Lyall, calico printer at Crossmiln, an
ordinary burges and gild brother of this city, and remit his freedom 
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fines, in testimony of their approbation of a very sensible and loyal
publication in the Glasgow Courier on 24th December last, signed “ A
Tradesman,” of which the said William Lyall was author.

The lord provost laid before the council a memorial of the magistrates Application
and traders of the principal towns north of the Firth of Forth in Scotland, alteration of
to the Earls of Chesterfield and Licester, his Majestys post masters general ^tnorthern
for Great Britain, praying that the mail from Edinburgh to these townsP
might be dispatched at nine o’clock in the morning, instead of one or
two o’clock in the afternoon, the present time of its departure, and that
the said mail should be conveyed from Edinburgh, at least as far north
as Aberdeen, by a mail coach or diligence instead of a horse post. [Other
papers were submitted, and the magistrates and council agreed to support
the application.]

1 April 1796
The magistrates and council considering that the town are superiors Superiorities

of the barony of Gorbals and other lands in the neighbourhood of Glasgow, Qoer^g°n-
from which superiorities the community reaps no benefit, do therefore
appoint the town clerks to make out a state of those superiorities, and to
divide them into freehold qualifications that the same may be brought to
sale, and to report their progress in that business.

The committee appointed to consider a proper plan for laying out Report about
the ground in the front of the Infirmary, without the rail, gave in a a°rJ^e^tand
report, that they thought it necessary, in order to keep off horses from with them.
the Infirmary wall and rail, to put a boardering stone, from three to four
feet from that part of the wall which is low, and to fill up with earth
between the wall and the stone, and that the stones which at present
surround the ground of the Infirmary should be taken for that purposes
in so far as they will go. The committee also reported that they had
agreed with the directors of the Infirmary that none of their ground on
the outside of their wall shall ever be inclosed or built upon, but shall
remain open for the benefit of the public in all time coming, that the town
shall not build upon the ground on which the old guard house stood, which
shall remain open in all time coming, and that a part of the new burying
ground at the back of the High church shall be allotted to the directors of
the Infirmary in which the patients who die in the Infirmary shall be 
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allowed to be buried free of expence to the directors. The magistrates and
council approve of that report, and appoint the master of work to execute
the first part thereof, and ratify and confirm the agreement made by the
committee with the directors of the Infirmary, to whom appoint an
extract of this act of council to be delivered, upon their delivering an
extract from their minutes ratifying and confirming their part of the said 
agreement.

Incorporation [On report by a committee appointed to consider a petition of the
of maltmen. incorporation of maltmen, the magistrates and council ratified and confirmed

two acts of the incorporation dated 11th February, 1791, and 20th January,
1794, whereby they raised the freedom fines payable for admission to the
incorporation.]

Master of
work to
causway
Brunswick
Street.

Upon the petition of the proprietors in Brunswick Street, appoint the
master of work to causeway the said street, as described by the petitioners,
upon their levelling it properly and laying the crib or border stones for
the foot pavement.

Minute of [Remitted to a committee to consider a minute by the trustees upon the
S^iots Road°n Scotts road “ ordering the toll bar between Glasgow and Camlachie to be
about Gallow- removed from its present situation to the place where it formerly stood, unless
and tolireet ^ie ma&isl'rales and town council of Glasgow should . . . put the cause­

way between Gallowgate Street and the present toll bar into sufficient repair.”]
Petition of [Remitted to a committee to consider a petition by Alexander Mackay,
jailor. jailor of the tolbooth, for an increase of salary.]
Committee to Appoint the magistrates, dean of guild, and deacon conveener to
about aug- consider a motion made by the dean of guild for augmenting the stipends
menting of the ministers of the city, upon which appoint the committee to report
stipends. their opinion.
Petitions of Appoint the lord provost and bailies to consider, as a committee of

council> a petition of the executors and trustees of the deceased Mr. John
Anderson, Anderson, professor of Natural Philosophy in the University of Glasgow,
slatere.Ciet* °f an^ an°ther petition of the society of slaters in Glasgow, praying the

magistrates and council to erect them, respectively, into bodies corporate
and politic, by granting to each of them a seal of cause in the usual form,
and with the usual privileges, and appoint the committee to report their
opinion thereof.

Mr. William Upon the petition of the members of the south session or Black 
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Fryars church, nominate and appoint Mr. William Nichol, preacher of the Nicol! to
gospel, who was assistant to the lately deceased doctor John Gillies, College111
minister of the said parish, to preach, in the said church untill a successor church.
to the said doctor Gillies shall be appointed by the magistrates and town
council.

The magistrates reported verbally that, in terms of the remit to them Contract for
by an act of council of the 21st of last month, they had agreed with streets. °
Alexander Brown to clean and sweep the streets and side pavements of
the city, for £48 sterling per annum and the dung of the said streets
and pavements, which he is to be allowed to sell for his own behoof.

An accompt from the chamberlain was produced, whereby it appeared Money sub-
that he had received £891 of the money which was subscribed for opening Duke Street.
Duke Street, amounting to £1,600 sterling, which was guaranteed to the
town by Messrs. John Tennent, Dugall Bannatyne and George Macintosh,
conformable to their obligation to that effect, of which sum there remains
a balance due to the town of £709, viz., £309 of the private subscriptions,
£200 due by the Trustees upon the Shots and Airdrie Roads, for which
they have granted an obligation, declaring it to be a debt upon the road,
bearing interest from the date of the act of parliament for opening the
said street, and £200 which had been expected from the trustees upon the
Cumbernaud Road, but which they now refuse to pay. WTiich accompt
being considered by the magistrates and council, and they being satisfied
with the security of the trustees on the Shots and Airdrie Roads for
their £200, they do hereby, at least in the meantime, pass from the
guarantee of Messrs. Tennent, Bannatyne, and Macintosh for that £200,
but authorize and require the chamberlain to take the most effectual
methods for recovering from the said guarantees the remaining £509
of the said outstanding money, without loss of time.

21 April 1796
Appoint James M‘Dowal [and others], as a committee of council, to Petition of

consider a petition of the proprietors and inhabitants of Brown Street, H’Shab?-
to have that street causwayed and lighted. tantsof

The lord provost produced copies of letters from the duke of Portland
to him and Mr. MacDowal of Garthland, dated 2nd and 16th April instant, grain from
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the govern- relative to an application which they had made to government for leave to
Ireland. export oats and oat meal from Ireland into this country to a limited

amount, by which letters it appeared that the object wished for could not
at present be obtained. The magistrates and council appoint the said
letters to be engrossed in the towns letter book in which the letters to
which they are answers are engrossed, and unanimously vote the thanks
of the magistrates and town council to the lord provost and Mr. M‘Dowal
for their attention to the interest of the public in that business.

Process at the The lord provost produced a letter from Mr. Clark, sheriff depute of
cha^seTetters ^le county Edinburgh, stating the particulars of a process now
for increase of depending before the court of session, for preventing the proprietors of
hjre’ post chaises and horses from increasing the rate of their byre above what

it was in October 1795, when that matter began to be litigated before the
justices of the peace of the county of Edinburgh, which litigation was
removed to the court of session by advocation or suspension, and stating
as the process was a matter of public concern to the whole kingdom, that
it was expected the different counties and towns in Scotland would
contribute towards the expence of carrying it through. The magistrates
and council approve of the principle of Mr. Clark’s letter, but before
coming to any resolution with regard to the sum to be contributed by the
city of Glasgow, they recommend to the lord provost to correspond with Mr.
Clark upon the business and to get from him a state of the sum which will
probably be necessary for the purpose aforesaid, with the proportions
thereof which are expected from the respective counties and towns to
which application has been made upon this subject.

Act of conn- Authorize the lord provost to transmit extracts of the act of council,
departure of (^a^e(^ 21st March last, relative to the departure of the northern mail from
the northern Edinburgh to the earls of Chesterfield and Licester, his Majestys post
post‘ masters general of Great Britain, the right honourable Henry Dundas,

and the lord advocate for Scotland, accompanied by letters from the lord
provost, requesting that these noblemen and gentlemen will use their
interest in support of the application recommended in the said act of
council.

Regulations Upon the recommendation of the lord provost and magistrates, and in
poration^f01' conformity to a sentence of the town court, dated 17th February last,
gardners.
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in the process between the deacon and masters of the incorporation of
gardners and certain members of that incorporation, rescind and annul
an act of tlie said incorporation dated 22nd December, 1795, whereby
the practice of hauking and selling garden stuffs through the city by the
children and servants of the gardners was confirmed and sanctioned, and
the magistrates and council, with and under the exceptions after specified,
prohibite and discharge that practice in time coming, under the penalty
of 5s. sterling for each offence, besides forfeiting the vegetables carried by
the hawkers and the baskets, bags, or boxes in which they are carried;
but as strawberries, currants, gooseberries, cheries, and other small fruits,
and cellary, lettice, and other salads, cucumbers, parsley, sweet herbs,
artichokes, sparrow grass, cauliflower and brocali, are only purchased in
small quantities and are liable to be spoiled when kept for any length
of time, which would happen if they were set down in large quantities in
the public market, and as these articles are chiefly used by the more
opulent inhabitants and do not form any essential part of the food of the
people in general, allow these articles (but no other) to be hawked through
the houses of the inhabitants by the children or servants of the gardners,
provided they do not assemble in crowds on the streets, that not more
than two of them shall go together, and that they shall not sell these
articles at fixed and stationary places (except in the public market), but
shall go from house to house with them, and that none of these hankers
shall practice that employment or go through the city with these articles
after twelve o’clock at noon, under the penalty of 5s. sterling for each
transgression, besides forfeiting the fruits and vegetables and the baskets,
bags and boxes in which they are carried; declaring that the parents and
masters of these hawkers will be held answerable for their conduct and
will be decerned in payment of the said fines, which will be levied in
a summary manner as the magistrates or any of them shall direct. And
appoint an extract of this act of council to be transmitted to the deacon
of the incorporation of gardners, that it may be recorded in their books,
to do which they are hereby enjoined and required.

Having resumed consideration of a petition of the incorporation of Petition of
gardners which was presented to the council on 11th August. 1795 and the incorpora-° x o ’ tion of <^ar-
having heard a verbal report of the committee of council who were dners, aug-

B mented fees
to be levied. 
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appointed to consider the said petition, approving thereof, the lord
provost, magistrates and town council do hereby ratify and confirm the
two acts of the said incorporation referred to in the said petition, and
hereinafter mentioned, vizt., an act dated 18th February, 1791, whereby
it was enacted and declared that in all time coming every person or persons
who should enter freemen members of the said incorporation should not
have liberty or previlege of voting at elections or in any business of the
said incorporation, untill he or they should stand as members upon the
trades roll for a year and day after their admission; and another act dated
Gth November, 1795, whereby the said incorporation had raised their
freedom fines in manner following, vizt., strangers entering at far hand
from £5 Ils. l|d. to £10 sterling; apprentices who have served for their
freedom, and freemens sons in law, from £1 2s. 6d. to £2; and freemens
sons from £1 to £1 10s., over and above the clerk and officers dues; and
authorize the said incorporation to levy and exact their freedom fines
according to their rates before mentioned, from and after the date hereof.

Petition of Having resumed consideration of a petition of the incorporation
tionoFham1 ^ammermeI1J which was presented to the council upon 11th August,
mermen. 1795, and having heard a verbal report of the committee of council who

were appointed to consider the said petition, approving thereof, the lord
provost, magistrates, and council do hereby ratify and confirm the acts of
the said incorporation hereinafter mentioned, vizt.—[here several acts
from 1 December, 1624, to 1 April, 1796, are specified.] And the lord
provost, magistrates, and town council authorize the said incorporation,
and the office bearers thereof, to carry into execution and effect the fore­
said acts and institutions of their trade, from and after the date hereof.

5 May 1796
Report of The committee appointed to consider the proposal which was made
about increas. counc^ meeting of the 1st of April last, for augmenting the stipends
ing the minis- of the ministers of the city, gave in a report, stating it as their opinion that
tero stipends s|jpenjg of of f]ie ministers ought to be encreased £35 sterling so

as to give each of them a stipend of £200 sterling yearly. The magistrates
and councillors present unanimously approve of the proposal, but in terms
of a standing act of council whereby it is enacted that matters of 
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importance, and particularly appointing persons to offices and giving or
encreasing salaries, shall not be voted at the meetings where they are
first proposed, but shall lye on the table till next meeting of council, the
magistrates and council delay voting upon the said proposal till Thursday
next, the 12th of May instant, when a meeting of council is to be held for
that and other purposes.

The magistrates and council, considering that by a standing act of Business of
council, passed many years ago,1 it was enacted that no business of importance­
importance, particularly appointments to offices in the towns gift, and
giving or increasing salaries, should be voted at the meetings of council
in which they were first proposed, but should lye over till next meeting
of council, unless the whole members present, without one dissenting
voice, should agree to proceed to the vote at that meeting. And con­
sidering that members of council, who might happen to be absent from
meetings where business of the foregoing description was first tabled, and
might thereby lose their right of voting, if the members present should
unanimously agree to proceed to vote and determine such pieces of
business, it is therefore hereby enacted and ordained that no business
of material importance, particularly appointments to offices, bursaries,
mortifications or other benefices in the towns gift, or the appointment
or increase or decrease of salaries, shall be voted for or determined at the
meetings of council where they are first tabled or proposed, but shall
lye upon the table till the next ensuing meeting, even although the whole
members present at the first meeting should incline or agree to vote and
determine the business at that meeting.

Appoint a meeting of council to be held upon Thursday, the 12th of Petitions .of
May instant, to receive the petitions and recommendations of the different minister off°r

candidates for the ministiy of the College Church and parish, which is atCoUeSe
present vacant by the death of the reverend doctor John Gillies, and |ochurcI1,
consider how far it may or may not be proper to limit the election to
persons who are already placed and established ministers, at least to take
the opinion of the members of council present whether or not such a
limitation would be agreeable to them.

The committee upon the Gallowgate toll bar gave in a report, which Report of
1 18 June, 1776 (Glasg. Rec., vii., p. 479). committee
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aljoutGallow- being considered by the magistrates and council they appoint it to be
gate toll bar. engrosse(j committee report book and a copy of it to be transmitted

to the clerk on the Shots and Airdrie turnpyke roads, but delay the farther
consideration of the report till it be known whether or not the said
trustees shall attempt to carry into execution their intention of altering
the situation of the Gallowgate toll bar.

Memorial of Appoint the committee upon the chamberlains books to consider a
coal owners. menl0ria] of Coal owners in the neighbourhood of the city, praying that

the tonnage dues upon coals going down the river Clyde may be lessened,
in order to put them upon an equal footing with the coal owners upon the
Monkland Canal, the proprietors of which and of the Great Canal have
lately lowered their tonnage dues upon coals, and stating that unless the
magistrates and council grant the prayer of the memorial the memorialists
will be precluded altogether from the coal trade by the river Clyde,
whereby the tonnage dues of that navigation will be considerably
diminished, so that diminishing the dues upon coals will be rather
beneficial than otherwise to the funds of the navigation of Clyde. And
appoint the committee now appointed to meet and converse with the coal
owners, and with the proprietors or directors of the Monkland and the
Great Canals, and to report their opinion relative to the matters specified
in the said memorial.

Petition of Appoint the committee upon the chamberlains books to consider a
TodhM'eta Pe^i°n ^r- David Tod, praying that a stone wall may be erected,
wall built, partly at his expence and partly at the expence of the funds of the Clyde

navigation, in order to preserve the bank of the ground upon the side of
the river Clyde, lately purchased by him from the magistrates and town
council, and appoint the committee to report their opinion relative to that
proposal.

Petition of Appoint the deacon conveener [and others], as a committee of council,
inhabitants of f0 consider two petitions of the proprietors and inhabitants of Weaver
Street1 Street, praying that the said street might be causwayed and lighted at

the towns expence, and appoint the committee to report their opinion
relative thereto.

Claim of the Appoint baillie Lothian [and others], as a committee of council, to
trades hou.-e consider an application by the trades house praying that the magistrates
for building
tollhouse.
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and council would reimburse them for part of the money expended in
building the new tollhouse upon the bridge at Jamaica Street, which had
cost more money than the house intended to have laid out upon it, owing to
its having been built according to a plan suggested by the magistrates
and council as being ornamental to the bridge, and appoint the committee 
to report their opinion relative to the said proposal.

The lord provost produced a letter informing him of the death of John at°E?Hnburgh
Russel, writer to the signet, the towns agent at Edinburgh for money
matters, and containing an application from Patrick Russel, his son, to be
appointed to that office in his fathers place, with the salary of fifteen
guineas yearly which was enjoyed by the said John Russel. The lord
provost also informed the council that Mr. William Anderson, the towns
agent at Edinburgh for their other business, had applied to him to be
appointed to that office. The magistrates and council delay the considera­
tion of that matter till next meeting of council, and resolve then to proceed
to the election of a successor to Mr. Russel if it shall be thought necessary
and expedient to continue that office.

Agree to give the executors of the late professor John Anderson, and Mr. John
the society of slaters in Glasgow, seals of cause, respectively, in the^^1’^."8
usual and ordinary form and tenor, and appoint the town clerks to draw and the
these deeds and to produce them at a subsequent meeting of council that g/^^ of
they may be confirmed by the magistrates and council and engrossed in
the council records.

Subscribed a discharge to the trustees of the deceased John Auchin- Discharge to
closs, merchant in Glasgow, for a legacy of £100 sterling, which was left qJ®

by the said John Auchincloss to the town, to be applied towards the Auchincioss.
expence of building a bridewell in the city, and appoint the said discharge
to be delivered to the chamberlain that he may receive payment of the
said legacy.

State of the processes in which the town of Glasgow are engaged, and State of the
of other matters in which they are interested, under the management of J?’°*
the towns agent at Edinburgh, on 12th March last:— Edinburgh.

[Lord Swinton having sustained the power of the magistrates to make Process with
assessments for the poors rates, in the way and manner they have been h^.'nDrcs’
accustomed to do, Mr. Dreghorn reclaimed, but the Inner House adhered to the
decision.
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yet

by

the

Mr. Scott.
Procurator
fiscal against
William
Wilson.
Procurator
fiscal against
the brokers.
St. Nicholas
hospital.

Mr. Buchanan
of Ardencou-
nel.

Process with The lord justice clerk having decided that the magistrates have power
XT T? *11* ”J5ailue- to assess proprietors for expense of foot pavement adjoining their properties,

a petition on the subject is now under consideration by the Inner House.
i In a claim for poors rates, Mr. Buchanan pleaded that he carried on no
business in Glasgow, and had no dwelling house there. Judgment not
given.

The town’s right to levy poors rates sustained.
Question, chiefly as to jurisdiction of the bailie of Gorbals, settled

compromise.
This action, as to right of brokers to expose their goods for sale on

streets, not yet decided.]
A petition having been presented to the barons of exchequer for a gift of

the preceptorship of this hospital in favour of the magistrates, and the barons
having declined to interfere without an order from the lords of the treasury,
a petition was preferred to their lordships, when they remitted to the barons
of exchequer to inquire into the facts set furth and to report to them. A
statement of the case having been presented to the barons, they appointed the
original deed of mortification, or an authentic copy of it, to be produced. A
search was in consequence made in the chartulary of the archbishopric of
Glasgow and in the different manuscripts in the Advocates Library at Edin­
burgh relative to mortifications and donations for pious purposes, but without
effect, and it having been thus impossible to trace the original grant, it became
necessary to ascertain the powers which the former preceptors of the hospital
had exercised, and for this purpose to search the older records, when, after a
good deal of investigation, two seisins were discovered in the 1642, proceeding
upon charters by the preceptor of -the hospital, in the character of superior
of the subjects therein mentioned. The barons, in the meantime, having ,
remitted to the Remembrancer of Exchequer to enquire further into the evidence
that could be produced in support of the petition, a statement of these
discoveries was laid before him, in consequence of which he was inclined to
report that the prayer of the petition might be granted, but o’wing to a variety
of important causes being before the court, it was impossible to get the barons
to take the matter under consideration last term.

There being reason to apprehend that, beside the subjects from which the
revenue of the hospital had lately arisen, there were many other lands which
held of the preceptor, and the proprietors of which had formerly been liable in
payment of feuduties and other casualties of superiority to the hospital, it
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appeared a matter of considerable importance to ascertain as far as possible
what these subjects were, and accordingly a search has been made for thirty
years from the commencement of the records, during which period upwards of
fifty seisins have been discovered upon charters granted by preceptors of the
hospital, and many of them of subjects not included in the present rental. It
is expected, therefore, that, upon the meeting of the barons, the gift of the
preceptorship will be granted, and that the revenues of the institution may be
considerably benefited by the discoveries which have been made.

12 May 1796

Appoint a meeting of council to be held on Thursday, the 9th day of Meeting of
June next, at 2 o’clock afternoon, for the purpose of electing a minister
to the South or College parish of the city, in room of the reverend doctor minister.
John Gillies, lately deceased.

Two petitions, one from a certain number of the heritors or proprietors Petitions in
of seats and hearers in the College Church or South parish of the city, 3jr°l^Sijatn
and the other from the elders of the said parish, praying that the Nichol.
magistrates and council would present Mr. William Nicoll, preacher of the
gospel, assistant to the late Dr. Gillies, as minister of the South or College
parish of the city, were presented to the magistrates and council; which two .
petitions had, upon the 21st day of April last, been delivered to the town
clerks at the meeting of council held that day, the first by Mr. Campbell
of Clathick, and the second by the lord provost, and being now considered
by the magistrates and council they are ordered to lie upon the table till
the meeting of council appointed to be held for electing a minister to
the said parish, it having also been observed, by some of the members of
council present, that the gentlemen after named had been mentioned at
the council meeting of the 21st of April as candidates for the said vacant .
ministry, viz., Mr. Campbell, minister of Kippen, Mr. Lockhart, minister
of Cambusnethan, Mr. M‘Gill, minister of Eastwood, Mr. Lapsley, minister
of Campsie, Mr. MacLean, minister of Gorbals, Mr. Gibbs, minister of
Strathblane, and Mr. Rodgers, preacher of the gospel.

Having resumed consideration of the applications of Mr. Patrick Towns agent
Russell and Mr. "William Anderson, writers to the signet, to be atEdinburgh.

appointed agent for the city at Edinburgh in their money matters, the 
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magistrates and council unanimously appoint Mr. William Anderson to
that office and agent for the town for all their business and concerns in
Edinburgh; and the lord provost having delivered a message from Mr.
Anderson that he did not expect or wish to have any salary annexed to
this additional office, the magistrates and council discontinue the salary
of fifteen guineas, yearly, which was paid to Mr. Russell during his life
as the towns agent in money matters at Edinburgh.

Ministers The magistrates and council having, in terms of their act at last
augmented meeting of council, resumed the consideration of the proposal of aug­

menting the stipends of the ministers of the city, do unanimously agree to
augment the stipends of the eight city ministers £35 sterling per annum,
so as to make the stipends of each of them £200 sterling per annum, the
said augmentation to take place as from the term of Whitsunday, 1796,
so that the first half years payment thereof may be made at Martinmas,
1796, the said augmentation to continue during the will and pleasure of
the magistrates allenarly.

1 June 1796

Meeting
appointed to
chuse a dele­
gate to elect
member of
parliament.

Letter
from Mr.
MacDowal
offering him­
self candidate
to represent
the burgh in
parliament.

Thanks voted

[Town council appointed to meet on Thursday, 9th instant, for naming
a commissioner to meet with the commissioners of Dumbarton, Renfrew, and
Rutherglen, at Glasgow, on Monday, 20th instant, to choose a burgess for this
district to serve in the parliament appointed to assemble at Westminster on
12th July next.]

The lord provost delivered a letter directed to the lord provost,
magistrates and council of Glasgow, from William MacDowal, esq. of
Garthland, dated the 30th of last month, offering himself as a candidate
to represent this district of burghs in the ensuing parliament, and
requesting the vote and interest of this city in his favour; which being
read and considered by the magistrates and council, the same is ordered
to lye upon the table.

The lord provost, magistrates and council unanimously voted their
MidJowal shanks to William MacDowal, esq. of Garthland, late representative for
esq. ’ this district of burghs, for his political conduct in the last parliament

and for his very great attention to the interest of his constituents in every
piece of business intrusted to his charge in which they were concerned, 
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and appoint an extract of this act of council, with the city seal thereto
affixed, to be delivered by the lord provost to Mr. MacDowal.

The lord provost produced a letter from Messrs. William Craig and Son Letter from
and Messrs. Sorley and Stirling, cautioners for John Roberton, contractor cautionersSfor
for building Hutchison bridge, dated 29th of last month, addressed to the building^ t
lord provost, proposing certain terms and conditions upon which they and bridge.
Mr. Robertson are willing to rebuild the bridge, in particular that the
magistrates and council should build retaining walls on both sides of the
mound leading from the bridge to Bridgegate Street, and breasts or quays
above and below the bridge, upon the north side of the river, similar to
those on the south side of it; and that the town should pay about £450
sterling for certain alterations on the plan of the bridge which were
thought necessary in order to insure its standing; and lastly, that the
magistrates and council should pay a certain part of the loss which has
been incurred by the falling of the bridge. Which letter being considered
by the magistrates and council they remit the same to the consideration of
Hutchison bridge committee, and appoint them to report their opinion
relative thereto, after having consulted with the committee of the patrons
of Hutchesons Hospital for managing the business of the said bridge.

Authorize the treasurer to pay to William Smart, vintner in Glasgow, Precept to
£14 10s. sterling for rent of his rooms, for the sheriff, commissary and Smart.
justice of the peace courts, whilst the town court, hall was altering and
repairing, conformable to an accompt produced.

[Tron and weigh house, £160; washing house, £300; beef and mutton Set of the
markets, £381; fish and potato markets, £77; multures, £210; butter, milktowns
 , , ..nr. , , , commongood.and egg market, <£20; penny per ton and crane dues, £20o; salmon fishing,

£2 15s.; pontage of bridge, £915; total, £2,270 15s.]

9 June, 1796
The letter from Mr. MacDowal of Garthland, which was produced and Resolution to

read at the last meeting of council, was again read, and the magistrates
and council having resumed consideration thereof, they unanimously in his appii-
approve of Mr. MacDowals application to represent this district ofcatl0n-
boroughs in the ensuing parliament.

[Laurence Craigie, eldest merchant bailie, appointed commissioner to meet Commissioner
with the commissioners of Dumbarton, Renfrew, and Rutherglen, at Glasgow, ^urge^to8 *
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State of ladle
dues and
statute work
money.

Mr. John
Lockhart,
minister of
Cambus-
nethan,
elected
miuister.

serve in
parliament.

Election of a
minister for
College
Church.

on Monday, 20th instant, to choose a burgess to serve for this district in the
ensuing parliament.]

The magistrates and councill adjourned this meeting till two o’clock
this afternoon, in order then to elect a minister to the College Church
and parish of this city, in pursuance of the act of council to that purpose
of 12th May last. ... In pursuance of the adjournment before written,
conveened the whole magistrates and councillors named in the preceding
sederunt of this day, and also John Campbell of Clathick and William
Bogle, councillors, who were not present at the said first sederunt, and the
said magistrates and councillors, considering that by their act dated the
12th of May last, they had appointed this day for electing a minister to
serve in the cure of the South or College parish of this city, they therefore
did and hereby do, with one dissentient voice, elect and make choice of
the reverend Mr. John Lockhart, minister of the gospel at Cambusnethan,
in the county of Lanark, and presbytery of Hamilton, to be minister of the
said South or College church and parish thereof, in room and place of the
reverend doctor John Gillies, late minister of the said church and parish,
now deceased; and appoint the town clerks to make out a presentation in
common form, in favours of the said Mr. John Lockhart, to the said
church and parish, that the same may be subscribed by the magistrates
and council at their next meeting.

Appoint the lord provost, baillies, dean of guild, deacon conveener
and master of work, as a committee of council, to consider the present state
of the ladle dues and statute work money of the city, and to report their
opinion as to what improvements can be made upon these funds, and the
mode of collecting them.

Committee to Appoint the lord provost, baillies, dean of guild, deacon conveener,
btate ofthe* an<^ mas^€r w01'k, to consider the present state of the milns belonging
towns milns. to the city, the leases of all which are nearly expired, and to report their

opinion with regard to what improvements can be made upon these milns,
and what will be the proper mode and terms of setting them at the
expiration of the said tacks.

Committee on Authorize the committee upon bridewell to purchase from and
Bridewell, exchange with David Dalgliesh, manufacturer in Glasgow, certain parts
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of his ground near to bridewell which are wanted for straighting the
march between his property and the correction house garden belonging
to the city; with power to the said committee to execute and subscribe
such deed or deeds on behalf of the city as may be necessary for executing
the towns part of the said purchase and exchange, and authorize the
treasurer to pay the price of the ground so purchased and exchanged.

There was produced a petition, addressed to the magistrates and council Seal of cause
in name of doctor Peter Wright, physician in Glasgow, Hugh Cross, merchant
there, and others, trustees and executors of the latter will and testament of trustees.
the deceased John Anderson, late professor of Natural Philosophy in the
University of Glasgow, setting forth that the said Mr. John Anderson by his
latter will and testament, dated 7th May, 1795 years, and by a codicil therto,
dated 4th January, 1796 years, disponed and conveyed, under the exception
therein mentioned, his whole property of every sort to the public for the good
of mankind and the improvement of science in an institution to be denominated
Anderson’s University and to be managed by eighty-one trustees therein
named, any nine of whom are thereby appointed to be a quorum, or vested with
the power of the whole, which trustees are thereby appointed to manage the said
institution under the rules and regulations therein prescribed, reference being
thereby had to the said deeds of settlement which were therewith produced; that
by an article of the said latter will the testator appointed his trustees and
executors, or such of them as should accept, to apply to their honours for a
charter or seal of cause erecting and constituting the trustees the ordinary
managers and the visitors named and appointed by the said will into a corpora­
tion and body politic for the more effectually vesting in the said trustees the
property of the subjects thereby conveyed and bequeathed, and communicating
to them and to the said visitors legal powers of administration and of check and
controul for the benefit and advantage of the institution. Praying therefore that
it might please their honours to grant a charter or seal of cause, erecting and
constituting the said trustees, ordinary managers and visitors, into a corpora­
tion and body politic, subject to the rules and regulations laid down in the said
latter will and codicil, and with all the usual and necessary clauses, enabling
them to acquire and to hold property and to sell and convey the same, to receive
donations for the benefit of the institution, &c., as their honours had been in use
to grant to other societies whom they had erected into a body politic in so far
as such clauses might be applicable to the present institution; and the peti­
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tioners would ever pray. As the said petition, signed by John Wilson, one of
the executors for the petitioners, bears. Which petition, together with the
latter will and codicil therewith produced, being considered by the magistrates
and council they are unanimously of opinion that the said professor’s institution
of a class for teaching Physics and Natural Philosophy, and for a course of
experiments in Natural Philosophy, will be of great public utility and conducive
to the improvement of that branch of science, and is therefore deserving of the
countenance and protection of public authority. Therefore the said magis­
trates and council do hereby create, erect, constitute and unite into a corpora­
tion or body politick, for the sole purpose of the said institution, by the name,
style, and title of Andersons University, the following persons or such of them
as are now on life, and their successors in office, who are named and appointed
trustees for managing the said institution, of whom any nine shall be a quorum,
or vested with the power of the whole, and which trustees consist of the following
classes, viz. :—(1) tradesmen, that is persons eligible to the convenery or trades
house—William Lang, smith, John Paul, leather cutter, Robert Craig, baker,
William Meikle, plasterer, John Fleming, flesher, William Telfer, mason,
Daniel Kennedy, gardener, John Maxwell, barber, John Howie, skinner. This
class being the only one the members of which can be trustees who are eligible
into the government of the city of Glasgow. But if ever the trades house of
Glasgow shall be dissolved or shall cease to exist as an incorporation, this class
for the time being shall fill up their vacancies by chusing whatever tradesmen or
artificers in Glasgow they shall think proper. (2) Agriculturalists, that is
husbandmen or farmers, including botanists, gardeners and cultivators of the
land of every sort—John Gartshore of Gartshore, Alexander Fisher of Dechmont,
Robert Austin, gardener in Glasgow, William Wilson, gardener at Hawkhead,
James MTlquham, in Anderston, William Scott, gardener in Gorbals, John
Naismith, near Hamilton, Thomas Rowand, at Bellyhouston, and William
Biggar, at Bothwell Castle. (3) Artists, in which are included all workers in
metal, glass and wood, artizans and encouragers of the fine arts—James Tassie,
modeller, John Bogle, miniature painter, both at present in London, but from
Glasgow, Janies Crichton, senior, physical and manufacturing instrument
maker, in Charlotte Street, James Crighton, junior, his son, James Fram, wright
and cabinet maker, all in Glasgow, John Geddes, glass maker at Verreville, near
Glasgow, John Young, potter at the Glasgow delft house, Robert Gray, jeweller,
and James Stewart, clockmaker, both in Glasgow. (4) Manufacturers or
merchants, that is all ingenious persons who work at manufactures or who 
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transport them from one place to another—David Dale, senior, David Dale,
junior, John Pattison, at Kelvin Grove, all manufacturers in Glasgow, George
M'Intosh, at Mountchattan, William Gillespie, in Anderston, Patrick Colquhoun,
late provost of Glasgow, at present in London, Alexander Oswald of Shielhall,
Hugh Cross, and George Rutherford, manufacturers and merchants in Glasgow.
(5) Mediciners, an old Scotch word which comprehends doctors of medicine,
surgeons, apothecaries and druggists—Dr. Peter Wright, physician, James
Monteath, surgeon, William Cooper, his partner, Charles Wilson, surgeon, John
Scruton, surgeon, Robert Cowan, surgeon, John Balmanno, druggist, all in
Glasgow, John Fullarton, son of Gavin Fullarton, late surgeon in Greenock,
and John Cross, surgeon in Hamilton, son of Robert Cross, his, the testator’s,
late operator. (6) Lawyers—Mr. Matthew Ross, advocate, Archibald Fletcher,
advocate, John Wilson Rae, advocate, John Macnab, clerk to the signet, and
William Rae, writer, both in Edinburgh, John M'Ewan, Thomas Falconer,
William Marshall, and James Mathie, all writers in Glasgow. (7) Divines,
clergymen, and ministers of the gospel—Dr. Gillies, minister of the Black Friars
Church, Dr. Porteous of the Wynd Church, Dr. M‘Caul of the Tron Church,
John Burns of the Barony Parish, Robert Balfour of the Outer High Church,
Mr. M'Intosh of the Gaelic Chapel, Mr. Falconer of the English Chanel, Mr.
Pirrie of the Burgher Associate Congregation, all in Glasgow, and James
Stewart of the Relief Congregation in Anderston. (8) Natural Philosophers—
Dr. Gillies, historiographer to the King for Scotland, Captain Lieutenant
Robert Wright of the Royal Artillery, George Wright, his brother, John Burns,
son of the said revd. Mr. Burns, John Lawrie, junior, merchant in Glasgow,
John Wilson, factor to Lord Glasgow, William Reid, printer in Glasgow, James
Spreul, esquire in Glasgow, and Charles M'Intosh, son of Mr. M'Intosh at
Mountchattan. (9) Kinsmen—Andrew Anderson, James Anderson, his (the
testator’s) brothers, and James Anderson, William Anderson, George Anderson,
Andrew Anderson, and John Anderson, the sons of his brother Andrew, and
Andrew Turner, merchant in Greenock, his cousin german, and Thomas Turner,
his son. And if these kinsmen shall not accept, or if kinsmen shall fail in the
course of time, then a general meeting shall appoint this class to be of name­
sakes or Andersons in or near Glasgow, subject to the same laws with the other
classes. Besides these eighty one persons in whom all the said testator’s
property of every kind, except what is in a painted chest with three
locks, is by the said deeds vested for the use of the public, there
shall be nine visitors of the conduct of the said eighty one trustees, viz., the 
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lord provost of Glasgow, the eldest bailie of Glasgow, the dean of guild there,
the deacon convener of the trades house, the preses of the faculty of physicians
and surgeons therex the dean of the faculty of the procurators there, the
moderator of the synod of Glasgow and Ayr, the moderator of the presbytery
of Glasgow and the moderatoi' of the presbytery of Dumbarton, all and each of
them for the time being. Any six of these nine, all the rest being duly
summoned, shall constitute a quorum; who are hereby vested with the power of
calling for the records of the eighty one trustees and the committee of ordinary
managers afterwards mentioned, of inspecting the apparatus and property
belonging to the institution, and where they observe any thing managed not
agreeably to the intention of the founder or to the advantage of the institution,
to correct the mismanagement by their orders and to enjoin and enforce faithful
administration. And the said corporation or body politic shall be and is hereby
made subject to the rules and regulations, and vested with the rights, capacities
and powers for managing and conducting the said institution laid down and
specified in the aforesaid latter will and testament and in the aforesaid codicil.
. . . And the said corporation shall also be vested with the rights,
capacities, powers and privileges after written :—(1) They shall have power to
hold in trust, for the uses and purposes of the said institution, the whole subjects
and property of whatever kind conveyed to them by the foresaid deeds, and to
sue, maintain, and defend all actions at law or in equity of and concerning
the same. (2) The said corporation shall have power to raise monies for the
uses and purposes of the said institution by subscription, and if necessary to
sue actions at law for recovery of the monies so already subscribed or to be
subscribed, and likewise to receive donations, mortifications, and other con­
tributions and assistance for promoting the design and uses of the said
institution. (3}" The members of the said incorporation shall have the entire
management of their own funds in the manner prescribed by the said latter
will and codicil, provided always that the same be applied for the purposes of
the said institution. (4) The said corporation and body politic shall hold,
have and enjoy perpetual succession, and be capable in law to acquire by
purchase or otherways, and to hold and enjoy houses, lands and other heritage
in perpetuity, as well as goods, chattels, and other personal property, and to
sell and dispose of the same, excepting always the property conveyed to them
by the said latter will and codicil, which shall not be sold or disposed of other
ways than as is authorised and directed by these deeds, and to make other
purchases as to them shall seem proper. And likewise to lend and invest their
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funds upon such securities as to them shall seem proper, and to borrow monies
and grant bonds or other securities for repayment thereof, all for the uses and
design of the said institution. They shall also hold and enjoy persona standi
in judicio. It shall be lawful and competent to them, by and under the foresaid
name, stile, and title, to sue and be sued, to plead and be impleaded, and to
defend and be defended before any courts of law or equity in all actions and
pleas and concerning all accompts, matters and things, as fully and amply as
any other corporation or body politic do or may or can hold, enjoy and
exercise any of the said rights, capacities and privileges. (5) The said cor­
poration shall have and use a common seal, with full power to model, vary,
change and unmake the same from time to time at pleasure. (6) The said
corporation are hereby authorised and empowered to make, enact and ordain
such by-laws, rules and regulations, and to repeal, alter, and amend the same,
from time to time, for the management of their funds and the government of
their affairs and business as to them shall seem proper, provided always the
same be consistent with the design of the institution and shall not be contrary
to and inconsistent with the laws of Scotland, and all such by-laws, rules and
regulations shall be enacted as prescribed by the foresaid deeds of settlement.
And the said magistrates and council do hereby reserve to the said trustees
and their successors in office, at any future period, to apply for an extension
of this charter to the other branches of Andersons University than the Natural
Philosophy class, when the same oi' any part thereof shall be begun to be carried
into effect, when the council will consider of the propriety of extending this
charter to those other branches of Andersons University. Lastly, the city clerks,
and their successors in office, are hereby required to make out and deliver
to the trustees of the said institution, or to the ordinary managers thereof,
an authentic extract of this charter of erection and seal of cause, to affix the
common seal of the city thereunto, and to renew such extract when required by
the said trustees or the ordinary managers or any of the trustees of the said
institution, and to affix the said city seal thereunto; which extracts shall bear
faith for and against the said magistrates and council and the trustees of the
said corporation, and their successors in office, as effectually as if this erection
and seal of cause were subscribed by the said magistrates and council and the
trustees of the said institution, any law, usage or practice to the contrary
notwithstanding; provided always that the reasonable expenses of making
the said extracts shall be defrayed by the said corporation or such member
thereof as may require the same.
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13 June 1796
Committee Nominate and appoint the lord provost [and others] as a committee
forP°ett^ counc^» w^h power to them to take all proper and legal steps for
Mr.Lockhart getting the rev. Mr. John Lockhart, minister of the gospel at Cambus-
ministerof netban, loosed from his charge as minister there, and settled as minister
College in the College or South parish of Glasgow, by virtue of a presentation in
Chuicj. favour signed this day by the magistrates and councillors now con-

veened in council.
8 July 1796

Alexr. Allan
allowed to
proceed in his
operations a'
the head of
the Green,
i _

conditions.

Report on
Messrs. Bell
& Boyd’s
stair.
Weaver
Street to be
causwayed.

[Approved of plan and estimate, amounting to .£20 15s., for making
alterations required by Messrs. Bell and Boyd, provided they would take a
lease of the stair for a number of years, at a reasonable rent.]

The committee on Weavers Street reported that it was their opinion
that the said street ought to be causwayed, as soon as the proprietors
levelled the said street and laid the crib stones at the sides of it. The
magistrates and council approve of the report, and appoint the master of
work to causway the said street, as soon as the proprietors perform their
parts of the work mentioned in the report.

The lord provost informed the council that Alexander Allan, pro­
prietor of Wishart’s house, had some time ago begun to cover the foot path

derations aT between Glasgow and Rutherglen, which goes through his property, with
------; an &rCb, and that the magistrates had obtained from the sheriff of Lanark-

upon certain shire an interdict against Mr. Allans proceeding with that work, which it
. wag g-Qppoggj Would be detrimental to the said foot path; that Mr. Allan

had written a letter to the lord provost, dated 5th July instant, wherein
he agreed to make certain alterations on his intended plan, which he
thought would remove the objections to it, and therefore praying that
the magistrates and council would pass from the said interdict. Which
being considered by the magistrates and council, they agree to pass from
the interdict and to allow Mr. Allan to proceed with his work, in so far
as the community of the city of Glasgow is interested in it, upon the
following express conditions, viz.:—That Mr. Allan shall not cover with
his intended arch more than 60 feet in length of the said foot path, and
that he shall not at any future period extend the arch to a greater length
or cover any other part of the footpath with an arch; that he shall make 
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three windows or openings, of 3 feet long by 2 feet wide on the side wall
of his covered way next to the river Clyde, for lighting the passage, and
keep those windows open in all time coming; that he shall pave, with
good and sufficient flagstones, the said covered passage, and keep the
pavement in repair in all time coming; that he shall put the said footpath
between Rutherglen and Glasgow into complete and sufficient repair,
so far as it passes through his ground, and shall keep it in that condition
in all time coming; that he shall shut up a door which he has made in the
wall between his property and the Green of Glasgow, and shall take away
the lintels and rybits of the said door, so as to remove any appearance of
its having been there, and that he shall not again open that or any other
door in the said wall, and that he shall grant a legal and valid obligation,
at his own expence, to observe and perform the whole obligations and
conditions before mentioned, and binding and obliging his heirs and
successors in the foresaid property to observe the same under a suitable
penalty.

The lord provost produced a letter from Mr. Lockhart, minister of Mr.Lockharts
Cambusnethan, accepting of the presentation to the College Church and ^-^ter of^
parish of Glasgow, lately subscribed in his favour by the magistrates and College
town councill, and returning his thanks to them for that favour.

Authorize the chamberlain to pay to William Murray, keeper of the Keeper of
council chambers, the same salary that was paid to his predecessor in^ambe
office, William Watson, and at the same periods, and to continue to pay
the same untill farther orders of council.

Unanimously admit Sir Thomas Pasley, baronet, vice admiral of the Honorary
white, an honorary burgess and guild brother of this city. Burgess.

George Andrew, keeper of the bridewell, produced a state of his accompts Bridewell
from 29 November, 1795, to 28th May, 1796, together with a list of theaccounts
prisoners, the crimes for which they were committed, dates of their commitments,passed'
duration of their sentences, their age, sex, their former trade, their employment
in bridewell, behaviour there, the sums earned by them, expense of their food,
cloathing and washing, and money paid them when liberated, whereby it
appeared that during the said period 81 persons had been imprisoned, including
those remaining on 29th November, 1795, of whom 36 had been liberated
between that day and 28th May, 1796, at which time there remained 45 persons
in the said bridewell. George Andrew had expended <£14 17s. 7d. sterling for 
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necessaries and furniture for bridewell, which with his own wages of £32 10s.,
amounted to £47 7s. 7d. The cloaths furnished to the prisoners, with the
expence of their washing, and candles furnished to them, and the money paid
to them when liberated, amounted to £76 Is. 4d., and the expence of food and
maintainance to the prisoners amounted to £138 12s. 6d., total £262 Is. 5d.
The wages earned by the prisoners amounted to £242 18s. 5d., whereby a
balance arose in favour of the said George Andrew of £19 3s. The sums paid
to the 36 prisoners who were liberated amounted to £41 18s. 9d., which was the
balance of the sums earned by them after defraying every expence incurred
by the public on their account. Which accompts being considered by the magis-

’ trates and council they approve thereof, and ordain James MacDowall, the
city treasurer, to pay to the said George Andrew, keeper of bridewell, the said
balance of £19 3s. due to him on his said accompts.

Election of Baillie Craigie informed the magistrates and council that, by virtue
parHament commission to him, he had attended the election of a member of

parliament for this district of boroughs, on the 20th day of last month,
when William MacDowal, esq. of Garthland, was unanimously elected to
represent the said boroughs in the ensuing parliament; and baillie
Craigie having produced the minutes of the said election, the same are
appointed to be engrossed in the records of council, the tenor whereof
follows:—[Minutes engrossed in MS. Council Record, pp. 236-42.]

3 August 1796

Report on the The committee on the towns milns produced a report, relative to the
towns milns. business committed to them, of which the magistrates and council

approve, appoint the same to be engrossed in the committee report book,
and authorize the said committee to take the necessary steps for carrying
into execution the matters recommended in the said report.

[The reporters state that on 26th July they visited old Partick miln, set
to the Smithfield company, the Provan miln, set to Andrew Livingston, and
the sub-dean’s miln, set to George MTntosh and company. The tack of Partick
miln expired at Candlemas last, and was continued for another year by tacit
set. Instructions were given to terminate the tack at the following Candlemas.
“ We find that the town, by their titles, have right to the first or preferable
water of the dam at this miln, that the Smithfield company, as proprietors once
of the Scotstoun miln, on the opposite side of the dam, have right to the second
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water which they reserved for the use of their iron milns when they sold the
former to John and Robert Craig, that the Scotstoun miln has right to the
third water, and that the flour and corn milns belonging to the Smithfield
company have right to the fourth or last water. By the lease from the city to the
old miln, in favour of the Smithfield company, now expired, it is provided ‘ that,
as the old miln has the first and preferable water, so the tacksmen enjoying
it during the lease shall not give them any right to use the water for the slit
miln or other milns below the old Partick milns on the side of Kelvin, except
when the old miln has no use for the water for grinding malt or other grain,
and when that is the case the said tacksmen may enjoy the same as they have
done in time past.’ This clause is a clear recognition of the right of the
Smithfield company to use the second water attached to the Scotstoun miln
by means of their present miln lead, taken off from the south side of the dam
for the use of thir milns below, as that miln lead stood prior to the lease. . .”

The lease of Provan miln expires at Martinmas next, and the tacksman
is to get notice of removal. “ We have received information that the water
of the Provan moss used, about thirty years ago, to run through a mine into
the Frankfield Loch, thence into the Hogginfield Loch, and from it into the
Provan miln pond. Since that time, however, it has by some means been
diverted into the Bishop Loch. We are informed by the miller that if the
run of water from the Provan moss were restored to its former course, and if
the Hogginfield Loch dyke or dam were raised about two feet higher and the
Provan dam head were raised about three feet higher, the supply of water
to the miln would be near a half more. . . . We are informed by the
miller that, in 1791 or 1792, Robert Williamson, tenant of Whitehill lint miln,
opened a drain from Frankfield Loch to a ditch leading to his miln, which in
time of drought injured the supply of the Provan miln. The magistrates and
council did at that time bring an action before the sheriff against Williamson
for remedying this evil, and after some litigation and a conference with Mr.
James Dunlop, then proprietor of the lint miln, the drain was shut up, but the
Provan miller reports it was done so superficially that Williamson still opens
it occasionally and takes off the water, which never before flowed in that
direction. . . .” Inquiry is to be made.

The tack of the subdean’s miln expires at Martinmas next, and it and the
whole machinery are then to be taken off the tacksman’s hands, in terms of the
provisions of the lease. In anticipation of reletting all the mills at an
advantage, it was recommended that a report should be obtained from a
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Agreement
about entry
to property
through the
Lepers Yard.

Petition of
the masters
of vessels
navigating
Clyde.

Fares for
hackney
coaches, &c.

Collection of
ladle dues.

competent millwright as to any suitable improvements, and that the mills
should be let on leases of nineteen years, or such other periods as should be
agreed upon “ under the burden and reservation always of the use of these
milns for grinding the grain of those who are thirled and astricted to them.”1]

The magistrates produced a draft of the proposed agreement between
the town and William Menzies, maltman in Gorbals, relative to a cart
road or entry through that part of the towns property in Gorbals called
Lepers yard, whereby the town are to give the said William Menzies
a cart entry of eight feet broad through the said yard, from the west side
wall of his tenement to Adelphi Street, which the said William Menzies
is to accept, instead of all other entries claimed by him through that yard.
The magistrates and council approve of the said agreement and draft,
and appoint the lord provost and baillies for the time being, as a com­
mittee of council, to subscribe the said contract on behalf of the town
when it is extended by the town clerks.

Appoint the dean of guild [and others] as a committee of council,
to consider a petition of the masters of vessels navigating the river Clyde,
for regulating the freights to be paid for goods conveyed in the said
vessels, tables of which were produced with the petition, and appoint the
committee to report their opinion relative to that business.

Appoint the lord provost [and others], as a committee of council, to
make a set of regulations and table of fares, to be observed by and paid
to the owners of hackney coaches, hackney chairs and carts, plying upon
the streets of the city, and appoint the committee to report these regula­
tions and tables to the council, that they may, if approved of, be inforced
by acts of council.

The committee on the ladle dues reported verbally that they thought
that those dues might be considerably increased if a new mode of levying
them were adopted, and that a great part of the expence of levying
them might be saved to the town, as Mr. Logan, the city chamberlain,
was willing to collect them without requiring any additional salary for
so doing. The magistrates and council approve of the report and empower
the said committee to appoint Mr. Logan collector of the ladle dues, and
to give him such instructions for doing that business as may to them

1 MS. Reports, 1782-99, pp. 450-9.
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seem necessary. Appoint the committee also to give Mr. Richard Smellie,
present collector of the ladle dues, such a sum as may appear to them
reasonable for the extraordinary trouble that he had in collecting them
when the law suit between the town and the bakers was carrying on, and
for his trouble for performing part of the business for this current year.

The committee on the statute work reported verbally that they Collection of
thought the said branch of the towns revenue might be considerably money>
increased and the expense of collecting it lessened if the whole business
were done by one person, according to a plan which they had under their
consideration. [The magistrates and council empowered the committee
to employ either Mr. Richard Smellie, present collector, or some other
person,] to collect that fund according to the proposed new plan.

Remit to the lord provost and magistrates a petition from the town Town officers
officers praying for an increase of their perquisites, for the reasons stated petltl0n'
in the petition, with power to the magistrates to do therein as to them may
seem reasonable.

Resolve to sell, by public roup, a piece of ground consisting of about Piece of
222 square yards, lying on the north side of the lane which leads from the po°rtGllas"ow

back row lane in Port Glasgow, opposite to the old tan work, the price to to be sold.
be converted into an annual feu duty, redeemable on payment of twenty
five years purchase of the feu duty; and authorize the lord provost,
magistrates, dean of guild and deacon conveener, to carry the sale into
execution and to subscribe the articles of roup on behalf of the town.

Authorize the committee upon bridewell to agree with Mrs. Ralston, Mrs. Ralston,
proprietor of a passage or. entry over which the town has the right of a Piece
servitude of an entry from the Drygate Street to bridewell garden for&
relinquishing that servitude, upon condition that Mrs. Ralston will
dispone the south half of the said passage to the town, and empower the
committee to execute any deed on behalf of the town which may be
necessary for completing that agreement.

The magistrates and council enact and ordain the following regula- Regulations
tions relative to the harbour of Broomielaw, and the boatmen and other relative to
persons frequenting the same, in addition to the regulations which were harbour.aW
enacted by an act of council dated 30th September, 1789: —

(1) No boatman, mariner, or other person shall leave any ballast, stones,
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or rubbish of any sort, upon the breast or quay, but shall remove them
immediately after they are taken from the vessels, under the penalty of 5s.
sterling for each offence. (2) All vessels when going out of or coming into the
harbour shall have their sails lowered and their anchors placed on their decks
to prevent damage to other vessels, under the penalty of 5s. sterling for each
offence, besides paying for all damage done to the other vessels. (3) All persons
loading coals into vessels at the harbour shall use for that purpose good and
sufficient rones, and shall remove them beyond the causwayed part of the quay
whenever they have done using them, under the penalty of 5s. sterling for each
offence. (4) No boatman or other person shall make fast vessels, of any sort, to
the bridge, the weighing machine, or any of the cranes, under the penalty of 5s.
sterling for each offence, besides paying for all damage occasioned by their so
doing. (5) The water officers are hereby authorized and required, when desired
by the shore master, to apprehend all persons accused by him of being guilty
of any of the offences mentioned in this act of council and the said act of 30th
September 1789, and to carry them before the water baillie that they may
be proceeded against according to law. The water officers are also hereby
authorized and required, when desired by the shore master, to arrest or disable
the vessels from leaving the harbour, the master or mariners of which are
accused of being guilty of any of the said offences, until the final issue of the
complaints against them. (6) All persons guilty of maltreating, insulting or
obstructing the shore master in the execution of his duty shall be prosecuted and
fined with the utmost rigour of law.

11 August 1796

Collector of The committee upon the statute work reported, verbally, that Mr.
statute work Richard Smillie, the present collector of that branch of the revenue, had
conversion  x ’
money. declined to continue collector thereof according to the plan and on the

terms which they had adopted for levying the said statute work conversion
money, and that in consequence of Mr. Smillies resignation and of the
powers committed to them by the act of council of 3 August instant, they
had appointed James Paton, merchant in Glasgow, collector of the statute
work money for an allowance of ten per cent, of the sum collected by him,
and which he was to do according to a plan adopted by the committee.
[The council approved of the report and appointment].

Collector of The committee upon the ladle dues reported, verbally, that several
ladle dues.
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circumstances had occurred since the last meeting of council which
induced them to recommend to the magistrates and council to continue
Mr. Richard Smillie to be collector of that branch of the citys revenue
for this current year, and to sepercede the appointment of Mr. Logan
to that office, which was made by an act of council of 3 August instant,
till the collection of the ladle dues in 1797 falls to be made. The
magistrates and council approve of the report, and continue Mr. Smillie
to be collector of the said dues for this current year, at his former salary
of £40 sterling, but still adhere to the appointment of Mr. Logan, the
chamberlain, to be collector of the said ladle dues for 1797 and afterwards
till further orders of council, it being understood that he is to perform that
business without receiving any additional salary or emolument for so
doing.

Appoint the lord provost [and others, with the committee formerly Committee to
appointed,] to attend at the meeting of the presbytry of Glasgow, on executim^Mr
Thursday, the 18th of August instant, with power to them to sign a call Lockharts
on behalf of the magistrates and councill of the city of Glasgow, in minister^V8

favour of the said Mr. Lockhart, to be minister of the said College church College
and parish, and request the other members of council who can do so
conveniently to accompany the said magistrates and committee, any three
of the said magistrates and committee to be a quorum, for signing the said
call in name and on behalf of the magistrates and town council of
Glasgow, and thereafter to prosecute Mr. Lockhart’s loosing from his
present charge of Cambusnethan and transporting him to be settled as
minister of the College Church and parish of this city, and settling him
accordingly, agreeably to the rules of the church.

6 September 1796

Baillie Craigie reported verbally that the committee appointed by Call to Mr.
an act of the last meeting of council to sign a call in favour of Mr. Lockhart.
Lockhart to be minister of the College Church and parish had attended a
meeting of the presbytery for that purpose and had signed the said call
on behalf of the city of Glasgow.

[In the town’s hospital on 9 August last 365 persons (besides 7 boarders), Assessment
including the mistress, clerk, and chaplain and two servants; poor childrenfor the Poor- 
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put out to nurse, 231; persons in indigent circumstances who are supplied with
meal in their own houses, 451 families, amounting to 1516 bolls 15 pecks; 14
families on reduced wages of 5s, quarterly each. Deficiency <£3,928, with £30
for expense of collection, to be raised by assessment as formerly.]

9 September 1796

Report on The lord provost produced a report from Messrs. John Rennie and
Bridge'6011 John Wilson, architects, relative to Hutchison bridge, containing their

opinion of the causes of its fall and the proper mode of rebuilding it,
together with the minutes of the committee on the said bridge subsequent
to the date of that report, with a letter from Messrs. Craig and son and
Sorley and Stirling, cautioners for John Roherton, contractor for building
the bridge, containing six: different proposals for settling matters between
them and the town. [Delay consideration of the writings till Monday,
19th instant. Authorised the treasurer to pay to John Rennie, architect,
£29 9s. 6d., and to John Wilson, architect, £20 10s., for their expenses
and trouble.]

Contract Subscribed a contract between the city and William Menzies in
ckv'andthe Gorbals, compromizing a process depending between them relative to the
William ground called the Lepers garden, whereby the magistrates and council

nzK"’ conveyed to him an entry of eight feet through the said garden, in con­
sideration of his renouncing all claims of servitude or property upon the
said ground.

Bill for regu- Appoint the lord provost, baillies, dean of guild and deacon con-
oVgrain106316 veener *or ^me being, as a committee of council, to consider a bill

which is intended to be brought into parliament during the ensuing session
for regulating the sale of grain by weight instead of measure, and request
the said committee to confer with the merchants house, the chamber of
commerce, and Mr. MacDowal, member of parliament for the city, on
the said business, and to report to the magistrates and council their
progress therein from time to time.

Honorary Unanimously admit Thomas M'Donald, esq., councillor at law, one
burgess. of the commissioners for carrying into execution the late treaty of amity

and commerce between Great Britain and the United States of America,
an honorary burgess and gild brother of this city.
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19 September 1796

The lord provost produced a letter from John Roberton, contractor Letter about
for building Hutchison bridge [and his cautioners] in which they made 5ridge.S°n
offer to repay to the town, to Hutchisons Hospital, and to the subscribers
for building the bridge the whole money that has been advanced to them
towards payment of their contracts, with interest from the periods at
which the payments were made, upon condition that the magistrates and
council, and the other parties concerned would discharge the said contracts
and would free and relieve the said John Roberton and his cautioners of
the obligations therein contained; in consideration of which they would
also become bound to remove from the bed of the river the stones and
wood which remained there and belonged to them, as speedily as the
season of the year would permit. [Letter remitted to committee on
Hutchison bridge, with instructions to report to a meeting of council on
Wednesday, 21st instant].

Having resumed the consideration of the petition of James Paton, james patons
collector of the assessment for the poor, to have his salarv augmented, salary

o augmented.
agree to give him £20 of additional salary for collecting that fund °
[making £50 in all], upon condition that he shall keep a clerk to assist
him in the business, so as to enable him to have the whole assessment
collected on or before 1st May yearly in time coming.

Having resumed consideration of the petition of Alexander Mackay, Jailor,
jailor of the tolbooth of Glasgow, for having his salary augmented, agree ^is sal“^yd
to allow him £20 sterling in addition to his present salary of £70, to °
commence for this current half year, and authorize the treasurer to pay to
him the said increased salary till farther orders of council, making in all
£90 sterling yearly.

Authorize the magistrates for the time being to enter into a sub-stable and
mission with the heirs of (blank) Taylor, relative to a claim made by them sroun<1 in
upon the town for the price of a stable and some ground in Duke Street, Uuke Stieet‘
the ground of which will be occupied by the said street, and authorize
the said committee to name an arbiter and to subscribe a submission on
behalf of the town in that matter.
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21 September 1796
Letter about [Agreed to accept of the offer by John Roberton and his cautioners, as
Hutchison contained in their letter submitted to the town council on 19th instant, providedbridge.

the patrons of Hutchesons’ Hospital, Mr. Houstoun Rae and the subscribers
to the bridge also agree.]

Roadbetween Subscribed a bond of relief, alongst with the magistrates and town
G1m”ow\ aDd council Greenock, to the magistrates, trustees and feuars of the town

of Port Glasgow, freeing and relieving them of the bonds -which had been
granted for the money borrowed to make and repair the road between
Greenock and Glasgow, which measure had been sometime agreed to
amongst the said towns and the city of Glasgow and the other trustees
upon the said road, in consequence of the whole tolls having been assigned
to the city of Glasgow and the town of Greenock in security of the money
so borrowed.

29 September 1796

Sale of grain
by weight
instead of
measure.

Proposals
by North
Parish wash­
ing green
Society.

There was presented a report of the committees appointed by the
magistrates and council, the merchants house, the chamber of commerce
and manufactures of Glasgow, to consider the proposal of applying to
parliament for an act for regulating the sale of corn by -weight, and pre­
venting frauds in such sales, similar to the bill brought into the House
of Commons last session for establishing such regulations in England.
[As recommended by the committee, the town council approved of the
bill, and continued the committee, with instructions to act along with
other bodies in endeavouring to have it passed into a law.]

There was produced a letter from the Society of the North Parish
washing green, proposing to exchange the cart entry which runs along the
side of the wall bounding the towns burying ground, on the north side
of the societys property, for a cart entry along the wall on the south side 
of the church, so as to make the entry to their property at the bottom of
the steep ground at the east end of the church, provided the -magistrates
and council would allow the society to take into their washing green about
one-half of the said steep piece of ground, leading from the dam to their
green, and that the magistrates and council would sell to the society that
small plot of ground which they lately purchased from Mr. George
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Buchanan, through which their present road runs. The magistrates
and council agree to the said proposal, and empower the committee upon
the High Church burying ground to carry the said proposal into execution
and to subscribe on behalf of the town any deeds which may be necessary
for that purpose.

[Stephen Rowan, eldest bailie of Port Glasgow and Newark.]

4 October 1796

Election of
baillie of Port
Glasgow.

[James MacDowal, provost; Robert Carrick and William Wardlaw, of Election of^
the merchant rank, and William Pinkerton, of the crafts rank, bailies.] baTl'ies?

7 October 1796

12 October 1796

[Thirteen merchants and twelve craftsmen councillors for the ensuing Election of
year.] councillors.

[Robert Findlay, dean of guild; Robert Robertson, deacon convener; John Election of
MacAslan, treasurer; Peter Bald, bailie, and Mathew Watson, conjunct bailie ^an of
of Gorbals; Archibald Newbigging, water bailie; John Brown, master of work;
John Gardner, junior, visitor of maltmen; George Provand, bailie of Provan;
David Hutchison, procurator fiscal to the town courts and the barony of
Gorbals and water bailie courts; John Orr and John Wilson, town clerks and 
clerks to the town courts, Gorbals and water bailie courts.]

[Appointments of directors of the town’s hospital, annual committee, Directors
Clyde commissioners, bridge commissioners, committees on Grammar School, commis-
tradesmen’s accounts, bridewell and the Green and directors of Sunday schools.] committees.

There was produced an extract of an act of the preceptor and Hutchison
patrons of Hutchisons Hospital, dated the 5th of October instant, and a^rid°e-
letter from Robert Houston Rae of Littlegovan, of the same date, directed
to the lord provost, whereof the tenors follow:—[Minute and letter
agreeing to cancel contract for constructing Hutchison bridge on
receiving repayment of advances]. Which extract and letter being
read to and considered by the magistrates and council now con­
vened, and they having resumed the consideration of the business
therein mentioned, and of the act of council of the 21st of
September 1796, relative thereto, do unanimously ratify and confirm 
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Petition of
William
Dowglass
about ladle
dues.
Pottery
ground near
the barracks.

the said act of council, with the whole conditions and obligations therein
specified, with the following alteration, that the sums of money advanced
to John Roberton for building Hutchison bridge shall be received back by
the magistrates and council, without interest being paid by him and his
cautioners for any part of it prior to the 31st day of December 1796, but
that interest at the rate of five per cent, shall be paid by them upon the
said sums from and after that day, in consideration whereof (and of the
said John Roberton and his cautioners removing from the bed of the river
the stones and wood belonging to them which remain there, and also the
stones lying in the Green, as speedily as the season of the year will permit,
and at farthest by Martinmas, 1797 years, at the sight and to the satis­
faction of the committee afternamed or any person to be appointed by
them,) the magistrates and town council agree, in so far as the city of
Glasgow has interest or is concerned, to discharge the said John Roberton
and his cautioners of the contracts which they entered into for building
the said bridge and of the whole clauses and obligations therein con­
tained, the said John Roberton and his cautioners always granting a
similar discharge to the magistrates and town council and all others who
have interest in the said bridge, and appoint the lord provost [and others]
as a committee of council, alongst with the other subscribers and con­
tributors for building the said bridge or committees of them, to settle with
the said John Roberton and his cautioners.

18 October 1796
Appoint baillie Pinkerton [and others] as a committee of council, to

consider the petition of William Dowglass and others relative to the ladle
dues, and to report their opinion thereupon to the magistrates and council.

Authorise the chamberlain to let in tack the pottery ground near to
the barracks, and the ground connected with it, to Mr. James Sword,
for the period which still remains of his tack of the foundry, or for any
shorter period they can agree upon, at such rent as can be agreed for,
or in case the chamberlain cannot agree with Mr. Sword, authorise him
to set the said subjects to any other person, at such rent as he can procure,
and to sell the materials of the pottery at such price as can be obtained
for them.
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There was produced a letter, addressed to the chamberlain, from John Letter about
Wood, at Port Glasgow, dated 12th instant, relative to erecting an engine drydock!6™*

for clearing the dry dock at Port Glasgow of water. The magistrates and 
council appoint Gilbert Hamilton and John Laurie, as a committee of
council, to consider the said letter, and to report their opinion relative
thereto, after having conferred with the chamberlain upon the subject.

31 October 1796

[Cess for year 1796, “ which, according to £19 2s. Scots, as the town’s Cess act.
proportion of the tax roll of the burgh, at an eight months’ cess, extends to
£18.336 Scots, together with £100 sterling, as the fee to the clerk of the stent
masters, in laying on the said stent and collecting ” the same, £10 sterling for
rent of collector’s office, £20 sterling to the clerk’s man and 5s. to the keeper of
the town clerk’s chamber for attending the stent masters, extending in all to
£19,899 Scots, imposed, as formerly, three-fourths on land and one-fourth on
trade.]

The committee appointed on the 18th of October instant, to consider Messrs. Gray
the petition of John Gray and Dowglas and Sharp, millers, and other sharps1**
millers and grain dealers in the neighbourhood of the city, relative to the petition.
ladle dues, gave in a report stating their opinion that the town has a legal
title to levy the ladle duty to the extent of one-sixty-fourth part of each
boll of meal and corn brought into the city, except what is imported at the
Broomielaw, the ladle duties on which is one-ninety-sixth part, out of
each boll of meal and corn so imported; which report being considered
by the magistrates and council they approve thereof, and authorise the
collector of the ladle dues and tacksmen thereof, in time coming, to levy
the said duties accordingly; and appoint the said petition and report to be
engrossed in the committee report book.

Subscribed a disposition to John Tennent, maltman in Glasgow, of a Disposition of
lot of ground containing about 35 yards on the north side of Duke Street, ground.on
i-i -i • ,, . north side ofwhich was purchased by him from the city by public roup on the 11th day Duke Street.

of June 1795, at the sum of £99 sterling, and which was some time ago
paid by him to the treasurer, though the disposition was not then executed.

Subscribed a disposition to the Tontine Society of Glasgow, of the just Disposition to
and equal half pro indiviso of the ground upon which a tenement called
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Legget’s back land formerly stood, which was purchased by the city of
Glasgow and the said Tontine Society, in order to enlarge the area behind
the council chambers and the buildings belonging to the said society;
which disposition contains a clause that no part of the ground upon which
the said tenement was situated, of which the said half pro indiviso is
disponed, shall ever be built upon either by the city of Glasgow or the
said society, but shall remain open and unbuilt upon in all time coming;
in consideration of which disposition the said society has agreed to pay
£227 5s. 9d. sterling, with interest at the rate of 5 per cent, from the 5th
January, 1795.

Messrs. Appoint baillie Pinkerton and the deacon convener, as a committee
Todspe^tiML council, to consider a petition of James Hamilton of Mavisbank, and

David Tod, merchant in Glasgow, praying for leave to erect gates upon
two bridges which were lately erected on the south side of Clyde by the
magistrates and council, for the improving of the towing paths which are
used for the accommodation of vessels navigating the River Clyde, and
appoint the said committee to report their opinion relative to the prayer
of that petition.

The rev. Mr. Unanimously admit the reverend Mr. John Lockhart, minister of the
h°[7bur"es College Church and parish, an ordinary burgess and guild brother of this

city, remit his freedom fines and authorise the town clerks to give him an
extract of his burgess ticket in common form.

Piece of waste Authorise the lord provost and baillies either to sell to David Beaton,
PortGla"'ow shoemaker or tanner at Port Glasgow, by private bargain, that piece of

vacant ground in Port Glasgow, consisting of 222 square yards, which
was exposed to sale upon the 13th day of August last, and 29th of October
instant, for £20 sterling of grassum, and Is. of yearly feu duty, or to
convert the interest of the said £20 into a feu duty, in terms of the
articles of roup by which the said ground was exposed to sale, or to sell
the said ground to William King, merchant in Port Glasgow, the present
possessor of it, for payment of the said grassum of £20 sterling, and Is.
of feu duty, it being understood that Mr. King is to pay down the said
grassum in cash, and upon that condition recommend it to the said com­
mittee to give Mr. King a preference of the bargain, and empower the
said lord provost and magistrates to execute and subscribe on behalf of the 
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town, whatever deeds may be necessary for completing the foresaid sale or
feu.

Authorise the committee upon the towns milns, viz., the lord provost, Committee to
and baillies, to let the Provan miln, sub deans miln, and the old miln nitois'for one
at Partick, for one year from and after the expiration of the present sets, year.
either by public roup or private bargain, in order that the magistrates
and council may have time to consider upon the most proper terms of
setting the said milns in permanent tacks.

21 November 1796
The committee appointed to set the milns for one year reported, Set of towns

verbally, that they had set the Provan Miln to (blank) and the old milnmilns‘
of Partick to the Smithfield Company, and the sub-dean miln to William
Dowglass, miller at Partick, all for one year from the expiration of the
present sets, the first two at the present rents, and the last for £20 ster­
ling, being an advance of £2 above the present rent, which being con­
sidered by the magistrates and council they approve of and ratify and
confirm the said sets.

Appoint a petition which was given in by the precentors for an Precentors
augmentation of their salaries to lie on the table till next meeting 0fPetltl0n-
council, and then to be taken into consideration.

Appoint a meeting of council to be held upon Thursday, 1st December Agent for
next, at 2 o’clock afternoon, in order to elect an agent for managing the towns^usf-
towns business in Edinburgh, in the room of William Anderson, writer ness at Edin-
to the signet, lately deceased. burgh.

There was produced an application from Archibald MacVicar, watch-Premium of

maker in Glasgow, praying to have the premium adjudged to him which Arclnbald
was appointed to be paid annually by a mortification of the deceased MacVicar.
James Coulters, merchant in Glasgow, the terms of which are entered in
the records of council upon 25th September 1788, whereby £200 sterling
is mortified in the towns funds, the interest of which is to be paid as a
premium either in money or in the option of the applicant in a medel,
to the person who shall invent, improve, or confirm in practice, any
machine or method of working a valuable manufacture in Glasgow, or
within ten miles of it, or who shall open a new vent for such as shall have
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been already established if deemed prize worthy by the lord provost and
dean of guild of Glasgow for the time being, and three persons named
by the Merchants House and three persons named by the Trades House;1
which premium, to the amount of one years interest of the said principal
sum, the said Archibald MWicar claimed as being the inventor of a
machine for weaving a species of fancy muslins known by the name of
finger spots, and in support of the claim there was produced a report,
signed by the lord provost and dean of guild, and by William Wardlaw,
David Dale and George MTntosh, who were appointed by the merchants
house, and by Robert Robertson, John Coats and Alexander Wyllie,
appointed by the trades house, conformable to extracts of the said houses
respectively also produced, in which report the gentlemen before named
testified their approbation of Mr. MacVicars invention and declared him
entitled to the said premium; all which being considered by the magis­
trates and council, they find the said Archibald MacVicar intitled to the
said premium, and authorise the treasurer to pay to him £10 sterling,
being one years interest of the said principal sum, either in cash or in a
medal to that value, in his option, in terms of the said deed of mortifica­
tion, and in case he shall make choice of the medal, authorise the lord
provost and dean of guild to get one struck of the foresaid value and to
deliver it to the said Archibald MacVicar.

Letter from
Mr. John
Thomson,
about Rams-
horn ground.

There was produced a letter from John Thomson, a partner of the
Glasgow Building Company, relative to an alleged deficiency of measure
of that part of the Ramshorn ground which was feued by the town to
Mr. Robert Smith, one of the partners of the said company, alongst with
which letter the two plans therein mentioned were also produced; which
being considered by the magistrates and council they remit the same to
the committee of council which was appointed upon 17th December, 1795,
for considering the errors complained of in the measurement of the said
Ramshorn ground.

1 December 1796

Joint agents
for the city at
Edinburgh.

The magistrates and council unanimously appoint Charles Stewart,
esq., writer to the signet, and Mr. Richard Henderson, writer* in Edin­
burgh, to be joint agents for the city in Edinburgh, instead of Mr.

1 Glasg. Rec., vol. viii., pp. 260-1.
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William Anderson, writer to the signet, lately deceased, and authorise the
said Charles Stewart and Richard Henderson to uplift and receive from
the heirs and representatives of the said William Anderson the whole
title deeds, processes, and other writings and papers belonging to the city
of Glasgow, or relative to the business of the city, which are in their
custody, and to grant receipts for the Same, and afterwards to proceed in
conducting and managing the towns processes and business at Edinburgh,
including the money transactions in the chamberlains department, in
the same manner as has been in use to be done by the city’s agents there.

The magistrates and council considering that the new bridewell in Bridewell to
Duke Street will be finished and ready for the reception of prisoners at colfege,"lease0
the term of Whitsunday next, resolve to give up possession of the presentof
bridewell to the college of Glasgow at that term, but as the town has still
occasion for the present meal market untill another one be erected,
authorize the lord provost, bailies, dean of guild and deacon
convener, to agree with the college for a continuation of the lease of the
present meal market for such time and at such rent as may appear to them
reasonable.

The lord provost produced a letter from Mr. James Hill, writer in Road from the
Glasgow, with a plan of some intended alterations which are proposed to Cana^bason

be made upon the line of road leading from the bason of the Monkland to Provan
Canal to the Provanmiln, in which letter it was proposed that the magis­
trates and town council of Glasgow should concur with the other trustees
in the said line of road in making these alterations and in raising money
for defraying the expense thereof, which being considered by the magis­
trates and council they appoint the lord provost, baillies, dean of guild
and deacon conveener, as a committee of council, to consider the business
mentioned in the said letter, to consult and treat with the said trustees
and the heritors whose grounds the said line of road is to pass, relative
to these matters, and to report.

The chamberlain reported that he had agreed with Allan Fowlis for Set of houses
a tack for seven years from Whitsunday, 1797, of the tenement and slitmarket
subjects in Saltmarket Street, lately acquired by the town from the heirs
and trust disponees of the deceased James Coulters, merchant in Glasgow,
at the rent of £65 sterling, yearly, under certain conditions and restric­
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tions specified in missive letters entered into between the chamberlain and
Mr. Fowlis now produced.

The magistrates and council, considering that by an act of council
dated 2nd November, 1772, [a weekly court was to be held for the
summary disposal of claims not exceeding 20s.1] ; and the lord provost,
magistrates and council considering that the court established by the
foresaid act of council has from experience been found to be attended
with the most beneficial consequences to the leiges, and that the extending
the jurisdiction of the said court to the decision of causes to the amount
of 40s. sterling of principal sums will be proper and expedient in time
coming; and that the extension of the jurisdiction of the magistrates
to decide verbally in civil causes to the amount of 10s. sterling will also
be attended with very beneficial consequences to the leiges, do hereby
enact and ordain that the jurisdiction of the said Mondays court shall
extend to all civil claims whatever, for debts exceeding 5s. and not
exceeding 40s. sterling of principal sums, and authorise and empower
any of the magistrates to hear, cognosce and determine in the said court
in all such causes, in the same form and manner as they have been
in use to determine in the said court, in causes to the extent of 20s.
sterling, by virtue of the said act of council dated 2nd November 1772;
provided always and declaring that the claimants may at their option
raise their actions for claims exceeding 30s. sterling either before the said
Monday courts or before the ordinary Fridays courts as may appear to
them most expedient, and that nothing in this act shall preclude claimants
from applying to the magistrates for redress by summary petitions and
complaints in writing, according to the present usage and practice. And
it is hereby further enacted and ordained that the fees to the clerks and
officers of court in the claims above 20s. to be decided in the said Mondays
court shall be these which are contained in the table of fees annexed to
this act of council. And it is also hereby farther enacted that the juris­
diction of the magistrates to decide verbally in complaints brought before
them, known by the name of side bar causes, shall be extended to causes
for 10s. sterling, to which amount the magistrates or any of them are
hereby authorised to cognosce and determine in the usual manner, under

1 Glasg. Rec., vol. vii., pp. 388-9.
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the compulsitor of summary imprisonment. [Here follows table of fees.]
There was presented to the magistrates and council a petition from Seal of cause

James Gardner, grocer, preses, and George Swanston, grocer, treasurer theGrocer^
of a society in the city of Glasgow, known by the name of “ The Grocer Company of
Company of Glasgow,” for themselves and in name of and as representing
the said society, stating that the petitioners and other persons, grocers
in the city, had in the year 1789 instituted a society for charitable
purposes under the name and style before mentioned, for the purpose of
raising a fund to be applied to the relief of such of the members, their
widows or children, as should stand in need of that aid. That the funds
of the said society already amounted to about <£450 sterling, and were
likely to increase considerably, and the petitioners were hopefull that the
institution would be successful! and very usefull to a class of very
respectable citizens, their widows and children, if they should happen to
be in need, in which circumstances the society was desirous to be
recognized by, and to have a seal of cause from, the honourable magis­
trates and town council of Glasgow, with the usual powers and conditions
conferred in similar cases, agreeable to certain laws and regulations
entered into by the society and produced with the petition, or as nearly
so as the magistrates and council should think proper to grant, and
therefore praying the honourable lord provost, magistrates and council
to grant a seal of cause in favour of the said Grocer Company of
Glasgow, erecting them into a body corporate and politick. Which
petition being considered by the magistrates and council, now assembled,
they are unanimously of opinion that the said society is a laudable
institution, calculated to produce most beneficial consequences to the
members thereof and their families, and worthy the countenance and
protection of public authority; therefore they do hereby create, erect,
constitute and unite into a corporation or body politick, for the purposes
before and after specified, by the name, style, and title of “ The Grocer
Company in Glasgow,” the aforesaid petitioners, James Gardner, preses,
and George Swanston, treasurer, Allan Pollock [and others], members
of the said society, and all others who now are or may hereafter become
members of the said society, and the said corporation shall be and is
hereby made subject to the rules and regulations, and vested with the 
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rights, capacities, power and privileges after written, viz.:—(1) No
person shall be admitted a member unless he be either a grocer, dealer
in tea, spirits, sugar, or sugar baker in Glasgow, or in the suburbs of
that city, [etc.; here follow regulations 2 to 16, as engrossed in MS. Council
Record No. 37, pp. 399-412.]. Seventeenth. The said society are hereby
authorised and empowered to make, enact, and ordain such bye-laws, rules
and regulations, and to repeal, alter, and amend the same from time to
time, for the management of their funds and the government of their
affairs and business as to them shall seem proper, provided always the
same be consistent with the designs of the society and shall not be contrary
to and inconsistent with the laws of Scotland; and all such bye laws, rules
and regulations shall be enacted in the said annual general meeting of the
society by the members, or a majority thereof then present, or at such
other meeting or meetings as shall then be appointed by the society, or
the major number of them then present.

Lastly, The city clerks, and their successors in office, are hereby
required to make out and deliver to the office-bearers of the said society
an authantick extract of this charter of erection and seal of cause, to
affix the common seal of the city thereunto, and to renew such extract
when required by the office bearers or any of the members of the said
society, and to affix the said city seal thereunto, which extracts shall bear
faith for and against the said magistrates and council and the members
of the said society and their successors as effectually as if this erection and
seal of cause were subscribed by the said magistrates and council, and the
members of the said society, any law, usage or practice to the contrary
notwithstanding, provided always that the reasonable expenses of making
such extracts shall be defrayed by the said society or such member thereof
as may require the same.

10 January 1797
Precept to Authorise the treasurer to pay to Gilbert Hamilton and company
Hamilton and 19s‘ sterlin£ for chimney grates, fire irons and fenders to the new'
company. court hall, council and clerks chambers, conformable to an accompt

produced, commencing 1st December 1795, and ending 12th April last.
Precept to Authorise the treasurer to pay to John Gardner, land surveyor,
John Gard­
ner.
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<£45 5s. sterling for repairing and replacing the march stones of the city
royalty, conformable to an accompt and vouchers produced, commencing
17th October, 1795, and ending 8th September last.

Having resumed consideration of the petition of the precentors of the Church pre­
city churches, agree to augment their respective salaries to £10 sterling sXry au^e’r
each, per annum, to commence at the ensuing quarterly payment, and meoted. °
authorize the treasurer and chamberlain to pay the said augmented
salaries till farther orders of council.

Having resumed consideration of the applications of the candidates Allan Frame,
to be appointed to the office of librarian to the old College library, which Unh-ersky
is vacant by t he expiration of the incumbency of John M‘Alpine, nominate library.
and appoint Allan Frame, teacher of one of the town’s charity schools,
to the said vacant office, with power to him to enjoy the whole previliges
thereof during the usual period of four years, but with and under this
express declaration and condition that the duties of the said office shall
not in any manner of way interfere with his duties as teacher of the said
school.

Appoint the lord provost [and others] as a committee of council, to Proposal for
confer with a committee of the Forth and Clyde Navigation Company gup^^n^the
with regard to a proposal intended to be made by the said company for city with
supplying the city with water, and appoint the said committee to report water‘
their opinion with regard to that proposal.

[The committee appointed to settle with the contractor for building Report of
Hutchison bridge reported that, in terms of acts of council dated 21st committee on
September and 12th October last, they had, with concurrence of the patrons bridge.
of Hutchesons’ Hospital and of Robert Houston Rae of Littlegovan, executed
a mutual discharge between the town and the contractor and his cautioners
and settled accounts with the parties.]

There was produced an extract of the submission and decree arbitral Decree arbi-
between the town and the Govan Coal Company, whereby John Grieve Govan CoaT
and Francis Smith, the arbiters in the said submission, had decerned the Company and
magistrates and council to pay to the said coal company £250 sterling,
with interest from Martinmas 1796, in name of damages, and also £3 15s.
per annum during the currency of the said company’s tack of the coal in
the barony of Gorbals . . . and had further decerned and ordained
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Fees of the
Monday
court.

Petition
about
Anderston
footpath.

Royal closs
cellars,
Greenock.

the said magistrates and council to keep the ditch around the quarry
mentioned in the submission clear and in proper order, so as the water
therein may not. stagnate or have access to the fire engine of the said coal
work so long as the said quarry remains open, during which period only
the said obligation and the said annual payment of £3 15s. shall be
binding and obligatory upon the said magistrates and council.

The magistrates and council, considering that the table of fees for
the Monday or conscience court, which is inserted in the minutes of
council of the 1st of December last, only contain part of those fees, do
therefore enact and ordain that the fees for the said court, both for the
clerks and officers, shall be exacted and levied, according to the table
hereinafter inserted, viz.:—[Here follows table of fees.].

26 January 1797.
There was presented a petition of the proprietors and possessors of

houses upon the south side of the road between Anderston and Glasgow,
praying that the magistrates and council would contribute £15 sterling
towards the expense of making a footpath on the south side of the said
road, which sum the petitioners alleged had been formerly promised
by the council for that purpose. The magistrates and council appoint the
said petition to lye upon the table till the next meeting of council, and
then to be taken into consideration.

The lord provost produced a letter from Sir James Campbell, collector,
and Mr. Alexander Campbell, comptroller of the customs at Port
Glasgow, offering to take a lease for five or seven years, for government,
of the Royal Closs cellars at Greenock, at the yearly rent of £200
sterling, payable half yearly by equal portions, upon condition that if
parliament should at any time before the expiration of the term of the
lease so alter the regulations now in force as no longer’ to require ware­
houses to be provided at the public expense for lodging tobacco imported,
that the lease should cease and be at an end from and after the term of
Whitsunday or Martinmas which should ensue next after such alteration
took effect. The magistrates and council agree to accept of the said offer,
with the following explanations, viz., that the said cellars shall be kept
in repair at the expense of government during the lease, and shall be 
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delivered back at the expiration thereof in good and tenantable condition,
and that the commissioners of the customs or the collector or comptroller
at Port Glasgow shall give intimation, in writing, of their intention to
relinquish possession of the cellars within three weeks of the passing
of any such act of parliament as is before described. Appoint the lord
provost, baillies, dean of guild, and deacon conveener, or any four of
them, on behalf of the magistrates and council, to subscribe a lease of the
said subjects upon the terms before mentioned, of which lease appoint the
town clerks to draw a scrol and to transmit it to the said Sir James
Campbell for his consideration.

Nominate and appoint Mr. Mathew Galt, preacher of the gospel, Mr. Mathew
who was assistant to the deceased Dr. John MacCaul, late minister to the ^a^r^npreach
Tron Church parish, to preach in the said church untill a successor to the Church.
said Dr. MacCaul shall be appointed by the magistrates and town council.

17 March 1797
The town clerks produced a tack between the magistrates and council, Tack of Royal

upon the one part, and the collector and comptroller of his Majestys ^Greenock

customs at Port Glasgow, upon the other part, subscribed by the lord
provost and magistrates by virtue of the powers committed to them by
the act of council dated the 26th day of January last, whereby they set
to the said collector and comptroller the cellars and other subjects in the
Royal Gloss at Greenock, for five years from Whitsunday, 1797, at the
yearly rent of £200 sterling, upon the conditions mentioned in the said
act of council; which tack is recorded in the town court books of Glasgow
upon the 10th day of March instant. The magistrates and council approve
of and ratify and confirm the said tack, and appoint an extract thereof
to be delivered to the chamberlain.

Appoint John Laurie and Gilbert Hamilton, as a committee ofLordCath-
council, alongst with the town clerks, to consider a claim given in by gra^sum
Lord Cathcart against the city for grassums alledged to be due to him for for Royal
the Royal Gloss at Greenock, in terms of the original tack, and appoint closs‘
the said committee to report their opinion about that matter.

Continue Robert Donald, late provost of Glasgow, to be surveyor Robert
on the river Clyde for one year longer from the expiration of his last^“evor of

Clyde.
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appointment to that office, with the same salary as enjoyed by him for
the said proceeding year, and authorise the treasurer to pay the said
salary in the usual manner.

Anderston Having resumed consideration of the petition of the proprietors and
footpath. possessors of ground and houses upon the road between Glasgow and

Anderston, which was laid before the council upon the 26th day of January
last, authorise the treasurer to pay to the said petitioners £15 sterling
to be applied towards making the side pavement upon the road mentioned
in their petition, but in other respects refuses the desire thereof.

Toll to be The lord provost produced a letter to him from Mr. Janies Hill,
materials for wr^er, clerk on the Renfrewshire turnpike roads, dated 16th instant,
repairing stating that the trustees upon the said roads were applying to parliament
Kilmarnock. f°r an act 1° empower them to alter and amend the road between Glasgow

and Kilmarnock, into which they had introduced a clause to exempt
from the pontage dues leviable at the bridges over Clyde at Glasgow
the materials for making the said road, but that Mr. MacDowal of Garth­
land, member of parliament for this city, who had taken charge of the
bill in parliament, had objected to the clause, unless it was acquiesced in
by the magistrates and council of Glasgow. Mr. Hill therefore requested
the magistrates and council to give their consent to the said exemption
as being of public utility. Which letter being considered by the magis­
trates and council, they refuse to agree to the request therein contained,
because the pontage dues upon the bridges have of late years decreased so
much as to be hardly adequate to pay the interest of the money laid out
by the town in building the bridges and keeping them in repair; and
appoint the lord provost to transmit to Mr. MacDowal an extract of this
act of council, with instructions to him to oppose the said clause of
exemption.

Letter offer- Appoint the deacon conveener [and others] to consider an oifer made
mg to take a William Mirlees, in a letter to the lord provost, dated 13th instant,
saw miln. to take a lease for seven years of the saw miln at the Green belonging to

the city, with liberty to erect shedes at the miln, and to remove them at
the end of the lease; and appoint the said committee to report their opinion
about that business.

Magistrates The lord provost reported verbally that the college had offered to let
to take a set
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to the town the meal market opposite to the college, at the yearly rent of meal
of £20 sterling, for the purposes for which it is now used. The magistrates “|{^geefc from
and council agree to accept of the offer, and authorise the lord provost and
magistrates to conclude a bargain with the college to that effect.

The lord provost produced a letter from the chamberlain to him, Letter from
dated the 8th of March instant, recommending a committee of council aboutGorbals
to be appointed to inspect the lands, fences and buildings in the barony barony.
of Gorbals, belonging to the city, and to examine whether the conditions
of the tacks be implemented by the tenants, and also to inspect the
boundaries of the lands to see that no encroachments have been made 
upon them; and that the said committee should likewise, alongst with
committees to be appointed by the patrons of Hutchesons Hospital and
the Trades House, examine how far the Govan Coal Company have imple­
mented and complied with the conditions of their tack of the coal in the
said barony. The magistrates and council appoint Gilbert Hamilton
[and others], as a committee of council, to consider the matters mentioned
in the said letter and to report their opinion relative thereto.

The lord provost reported, verbally, that an offer had been made to Offer by the
government, by the magistrates and the principal merchants and manu- volunteer
facturers in town, of raising two volunteer batalions of foot, each to consist batalions.
of 750 men, within the city and suburbs, to assist in repelling any invasion
by the enemy, the particulars of which proposal had been published in all
the Glasgow newspapers. The magistrates and council approve of that
measure, and resolve unanimously to give their most hearty and zealous
assistance to carry it into effect.

The lord provost reported that Mr. George M‘Intosh, merchant in Thanks voted
Glasgow, had offered to raise a volunteer batalion of foot, consisting ofM[-George
500 highlanders in the city and suburbs, to assist in repelling foreign his offer to°
invasion, but that the magistrates, altho’ they were fully sensible of Mr. >rs
Macintoshes patriotick and public spirited intention, had declined to
accept of his offer for particular reasons of expediency. The magistrates
and council approve of the conduct of the magistrates, but unanimously
vote their thanks to Mr. Macintosh for an offer which does him the 
highest honour, although circumstances of expediency render it unneces­
sary to accept of it at present.
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Freights of
vessels navi­
gating Clyde.

Committee to
consider about
altering
Saint Enochs
pulpit.

Appoint- the lord provost [and others], as a committee of council, to
reconsider an act of council of the 26th May, 1794, for erecting a new
pulpit in Saint Enochs Church, and to report their opinion how far it
may be proper to execute the plan specified in the said act of council,
or to make certain alterations and improvements on the present pulpit,
which it is thought may answer the intended purposes and will be less
expensive than the said plan.

The committee appointed to treat with the agents and contractors
with government for procuring an additional supply of water to the
Gallowgate Street and neighbourhood thereof, reported that the pro­
prietors of houses in that neighbourhood had subscribed a sum for making
a cistern near to the barracks and for pipes to conduct the water thereto,
and the committee recommended to the magistrates and council to
authorize the master of work to make the said cistern and to lay the
pipes thereto as soon as <£80 sterling shall be paid to the chamberlain by
the said proprietors, and in case there should be a waste of water after
supplying the said cistern, the committee farther recommended another
cistern or place of delivery to be made in some convenient place in Gallow­
gate Street, and pipes to be laid for conducting the water to it, provided
the proprietors of houses would pay the expense thereof. The magistrates
and council approve of the said report and authorize the master of work
to get the work mentioned in the said report executed without delay.

The committee which was appointed on the 3rd day of August last
to consider the petition of the masters and owners of vessels navigating the
river Clyde, for having their freights regulated, gave in a table of those
freights, and a report made up by the committee, after having conversed
and consulted with the shippers of goods, and the said owners and masters
of vessels, the tenor of which table and report follows: —[Here follows
table of fees, engrossed in MS. Council Record No. 37, pp. 454-6]. The
above regulations are only intended to be the rule of settling
between the parties in such cases, as no bargain has been made to the
contrary, but in no respect to be applied in cases when specific agreements
have been entered into.

The committee appointed per act of council of the 3rd of August last,
with the aid of the present dean of guild and baillie of the river, report 

Report of
committee
about procur­
ing water to
Gallowgate.
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the preceding rates of freight as in their opinion the proper prices that
ought to be paid for the freight between Greenock or Port Glasgow and
the Broomielaw. This report subscribed at Glasgow the 17th day of
March 1797 (signed) Wm. Wardlaw, Robert Robertson, John Laurie.
Which report being considered by the magistrates and council they
approve thereof, and ratify and confirm the table of fees therein contained,
and appoint the same to take place from and after the date hereof, and
prohibite and discharge the masters of vessels and all other persons
navigating the river Clyde from exacting or levying any higher freights
for transporting goods upon the said river than those before specified,
and ordain the said table of fees to be printed and delivered to the persons
concerned.

29 March 1797
Upon considering a report of the committee upon the saw miln, Tack of Saw-

appointed upon 17th March instant, agree to set to William Mirlees,mllnfield-
saddle tree maker in Glasgow, the said saw miln belonging to the town,
now possessed by him, together with a part of the yard adjacent thereto,
seventy five feet broad northward from the south wall of the said yard,
extending the whole breadth of the yard from east to west, for the yearly
rent of £10 10s. sterling, for seven years after the term of Whitsunday
next, with liberty to him to erect a shed and to put down a well in the
said yard at his own expense, which shed he shall have power either to
remove at the end of his lease, or shall be paid for it by the town according
to a valuation to be put upon it by tradesmen to be mutually chosen;
but with this condition that the said William Mirlees shall be obliged
to relinquish the said tack and possession of the said subjects at any
term of Whitsunday during the tack upon receiving six months previous
warning from the magistrates and council.

There was presented from the sitters in the Tron Church a petition Petition of
to the magistrates and council, praying them to present Mr. Matthew phurch
Galt, preacher of the gospel, to be minister of the said church and parish.
The magistrates and council appoint the said petition to lie on the table.
and to be taken into consideration at some future period.

Appoint Gilbert Hamilton [and others], as a committee of council New com-
upon the new burying ground behind the High Church, with power to the yr0*

1 High Church
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burying said committee to carry into execution the reports which were given in to
ground. couuc-j on April, 1795, and which are recorded in the com­

mittee report book,1 and also to superintend and direct such other works
of improvement as may be necessary upon the said burying ground and
appointed to be made by the magistrates and council; and recal the
appointment of the committee for these purposes which was made upon
the said 30th of April 1795.

Roadfromold Having taken into consideration the transactions which have taken
tol^ba/to' P^ace between the magistrates and council and the trustees upon the
barracks. Shofts and Airdrie Turnpike road, relative to causwaying that part of the

said road which lies between the Old Gallowgate toll bar and the east end
of the barracks, agree to be at one half of the expense of causwaying and
keeping in repair, in time coming, the part of the said road before
mentioned, provided the trustees will agree to defray the other half
of the said expense, and authorize the lord provost, on the part of the
town, to make that proposal to a meeting of the said trustees which is to
be held at Glasgow tomorrow. The lord provost at the same time produced
a letter from the master of work to him, mentioning that the said piece
of road measured 558 feet in length and 48 feet in breadth, making
about 83 roods of square measure, and that it would cost about <£2 sterling
per rood to causway it properly, and 2s. per rood per annum to keep
it in repair. The magistrates and council do also authorize the treasurer
to pay for the said work, provided the trustees accept of this offer.

State of the [State of the town’s processes, as they stood on 12th March instant,
towns pro- produced. The processes refer to questions about foot pavements (Mr. Baillie),
Edinburgh, poors rates (Mr. Dreghorn and Mr. Buchanan), the brokers, who had submitted

to the regulations of the magistrates, a criminal action before the bailie of
Gorbals (William Wilson), claim for £152 toll duty on carriage for the con­
struction of Hutcheson bridge (James Craigie), escape of a debtor from the
tolbooth (M'Auslan against Brownlie, &c.) The case Sword against Hutcheson
was compromised.]

Assessment There was produced to the magistrates and council an act passed in
anTnavy ibe Presen^ sessi°n of parliament for raising a certain number of men in

the several counties, stewartries, royal burghs and towns in that part of 

1 Glasg. Rec., vol. viii., pp. 595-6.
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Great Britain called Scotland, for the service of his Majestys army and
navy, whereby it was enacted that the city of Glasgow and the villages
of Gorbals, • Anderston and Calton, should furnish 71 inen, of whom it
had been agreed that the Gorbals should be at the expense of raising
2}, the Calton 2}, and Anderston, 1}, leaving the expense of raising [64}]
men to be defrayed by the city of Glasgow. There was also produced
certificates from Captain Ramsay, of the Royal Navy, that 7 men had
been delivered to him, and another certificate from Major James Kemp
that 2 men had been delivered to him, who had been raised by the
persons employed to recruit for the city, and an accompt of the expense
of raising these 9 men was also laid before the magistrates and council,
amounting to <£189 6s. 4d. sterling, and as no more men of the towns
quota had been raised, there remained to be paid by the city to govern­
ment a sum equal to £25 sterling for each deficient man of the said
quota, being 55}, the said sum amounting to £1,387 10s. sterling, and
these two sums amounting to £1,576 16s. 4d. sterling, for which the
magistrates are authorized and required by the said act of parliament
to assess the inhabitants of the city according to the rents of the houses
which are liable to the payment of duties as inhabited houses, the yearly
rent of which houses appeared from a note made up by John Carlile to be
£36,327 10s. sterling, which act of parliament, certificates and accompts
being considered by the magistrates and council they do hereby assess
the heritors, burgesses and inhabitants of the said city, in the said sum
of £1,576 16s. 4d. sterling, for the uses and purposes before specified,
together with £40 sterling to the said John Carlile for his trouble in
levying and collecting the said assessment, and also in £63 3s. 8d. sterling
to make good such deficiencies as may be occasioned by bankruptcies of
the persons assessed, or of their leaving the country before paying their
respective proportions of the assessment, which last mentioned sum the
said John Carlile reported to be about the usual proportion of deficiency
of the house duties from those causes, which sums amount in whole to
£1,680 sterling, and authorise and require the said John Carlile, without
loss of time, to collect the said sums, from the persons liable in payment
of duties on inhabited houses within the city of Glasgow and royalty
thereof, by an equal per centage upon the rents of their respective houses,
according as they are valued for the payment of the said house duties.
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Meeting of
council fixed
for chusing a
minister to
Tron Church.
Resolutions
with regard
to the north­
ern mail.

Letter about

16 May 1797.
Appoint a meeting of council to be held on Wednesday the 24th of

May instant, at 1 o’clock afternoon, in order to elect a minister to the
Tron Church and parish, which is vacant by the death of Dr. John M‘Caul.

The lord provost produced a letter to him from Mr. Archibald Miln,
writer to the signet, dated the 24th of last month, inclosing a copy of
resolutions of the city of Aberdeen for obtaining an earlier dispatch of
the north mail from Edinburgh, and a letter from the provost of Perth,
inclosing copies of a report from the city of Perth and
resolutions of the county of Perth upon the same subject, whereby
it appeared that the post masters general had offered to dispatch
the northern mail from Edinburgh at eleven o’clock forenoon instead of
one o’clock and that a mail coach had been ordered to convey the mail
between Edinburgh and Aberdeen, from and after the 5th day of April
last; but that these regulations fell far short of producing the good
effects which would arise from dispatching the mail from Edinburgh
immediately after the arrival of the London mail there, to obtain which
the northern counties and towns had resolved to continue their utmost
exertions by renewing their applications to his Majestys post masters
general, and by applying to parliament for redress if it be not got from
the post masters, and that it had been proposed that delegates should be
appointed by the counties and towns interested in this important business
to meet at Perth in the course of this summer in order to form resolutions
and to adopt measures for obtaining the objects which they have in view;
which being considered by the magistrates and council they unanimously
approve of the principles and measures adopted by the northern counties
and towns, and in conformity to former acts of council they resolve to use
their utmost exertions to support those measures by whatever means may
best conduce to procure the wished for improvements and alterations with
regard to conveying the northern mail from Edinburgh, and they
nominate and appoint Laurence Craigie, esq., one of their number, as a
delegate for the city of Glasgow, to attend the proposed meeting at Perth,
and to concur with the delegates from the other counties and towns in
taking those steps which may be necessary for forwarding these purposes.

The lord provost produced a letter from Archibald Campbell, esq. 
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of Blythswood, whereof the tenor follows :—“ Gentlemen,—Benfield house, lands oppoait
17th April, 1797,—In respect that the buildings already erected on theBrown eld'
lands of Brownfield, fronting the public highway, have by authority of
the dean of guild court been set back in some places twelve, in others
fourteen feet distant from the thorn hedge that surrounded these lands
upon the north, upon condition that all the other buildings to be erected
on the said front should be upon a line in front with those already erected,
I engage, for myself and my successors, that when I or they come to feu
out my land upon the opposite side of the said highway, the feuars or
purchasers shall be taken bound to set down the houses at the same
distance from the thorn hedge inclosing my lands on the south, as the
houses on the south are, or shall be set down from the hedge there, so as to
give equal ground from my property for widening the road as has been
given from the opposite property. I have the honour to be, gentlemen,
your most obedient humble servant (signed) Archd. Campbell. The
honourable Lord Provost and Baillies of Glasgow.” Which being con­
sidered by the magistrates and council they agree to the proposal con­
tained in the said letter, and bind and oblige themselves and their
successors in office to implement the conditions therein specified, provided
that Mr.' Campbell and his successors shall implement their parts of the
agreement. Appoint the town clerks to draw a formal contract between
the city of Glasgow and Mr. Campbell to the effect specified in the said
letter, and authorise the lord provost, baillies, dean of guild and deacon
conveener to execute and subscribe that contract on behalf of the city,
any four of them to be a quorum, and in the meantime appoint the said
letter, with an extract of this act of council, to be recorded in the register
of probative writs for this burgh.

The lord provost produced a letter from James Clark, esq., sheriff Expense of
depute of the county of Edinburgh, relative to the city of Glasgow con- post6chaises
tributing towards the expense of a process against the hirers of postand llorses-
chaises and horses for regulating their fares, about which an act of council
was passed upon the 21st day of April 1796. The magistrates and council
having resumed consideration of that business, authorise the treasurer to
pay £10 sterling for the purpose aforesaid, which they consider to be the
city’s full proportion of the proposed contribution, and therefore resolve
that no farther sum shall be advanced by the town for that purpose.
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Pump to be The committee upon the Howgate Street well reported their opinion
gate°StreeZ that a pump ought to be put upon the said well, at the towns expense,
well. provided the proprietors and inhabitants of the street should make up

and repair the syver so as to convey the water from the well. The
magistrates and council approve of the report, and authorise the master of
work to erect a pump upon the said well.

^e^epjt0 The committee appointed to consider the petition of Richard Smillie
Smillie. for payment for his extraordinary trouble in collecting the ladle dues

whilst the lawsuit between the town and the bakers was in dependance,
and for his trouble in adjusting and collecting the arrears of these dues
for these last eleven years, reported it as their opinion that Mr. Smillie
ought to get £60 sterling for his said extraordinary trouble, over and
above his salary, on condition that he should collect all the arrears of the
ladle dues that may be due at the time they may be let to tacksmen or be
appointed to be collected by the chamberlain. The magistrates and
council approve of the report, and appoint the treasurer to pay the said
sum of £60 sterling to Mr. Smillie upon the condition before specified.

Riding school Upon the application from the committee of management of the
of the weigh R°yal Glasgow Light Horse Volunteers, allow them, at the expense of the
house. corps, to erect a riding school on the north part of the ground belonging

to the city, at the back of the weigh house, 36 yards in length by 16 yards
in breadth, for the purpose of breaking and training their horses and
drilling the gentlemen of the corps, declaring that it shall be in the
power of the magistrates and council to resume the possession of the said
ground and to cause the materials of the said riding school to be removed
from the ground at the expense of the corps, at any time the magistrates
and council may think proper, upon giving three months previous notice;
and also declaring that whenever the said riding school is taken down
the whole materials thereof shall belong to the former proprietors thereof
and not to the city of Glasgow. The magistrates and council also agree
to give the corps the use of part of the Green of Glasgow for drilling
upon, not exceeding (blank) acres, provided the corps will be at the
expense of railing in the ground alloted to them, and that their entry
thereto shall only be by the back of the Green and the old road near to
Wisharts house leading to the Provosthaugh, and authorize the magis­
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trates, dean of guild and deacon conveener, to lay off a part of the Green
for the foresaid purpose.

The magistrates reported verbally that they had subscribed a tack of Reportabout
the sawmiln with William Mirrlees, saddle tree maker, in terms of the saw^iln.the

act of council empowering them so to do.
The magistrates and council, considering that the quay at the Point- Quay at the

house ferry has not yet been repaired in terms of the report of the^°^house
committee of council who were appointed to inspect the same, and of the
act of council of the 27th of March 1795, founded upon the said report,
and that Claud Lang, the proprietor or tacksman of the said ferry, has
declined to accept the proposal made to him by the said report and act of
council, and has repeatedly applied to the magistrates and council . . .
to have the said quay repaired in the same manner it was before he suffered
the injury and damage complained of. . . . Which request the
magistrates and council thought reasonable and do therefore authorise
and require the chamberlain and master of work, without farther delay
upon any pretext whatever, to repair the said pointhouse quay and to put
it into the same state and condition in which it was previous to the com­
plaints of the said Claud Lang and to his having suffered damage thereby.

24 May 1797
The magistrates and council, being about to proceed to the election Election of a

of a minister to the Tron or Laigh Church parish, in terms of their act 2?m,sf®r to.° e JtronCnurcn.
of the 16th of May instant, it was moved and seconded that the election
should be delayed till a future day, and the vote being put upon that
question, it was carried by a majority of votes to proceed. Afterwards
the rev. Mr. Stevenson MacGill, minister of the gospel at Eastwood, and
the rev. Mr. Robert Anderson, minister of the gospel at Symington, were
proposed as candidates to supply the said vacant cure, and the vote being
put, the said Mr. Stevenson MacGill was by a majority of votes elected
minister of the said church and parish, and a presentation in his favour
was subscribed by the magistrates and council, whereof the tenor
follows:—[here follows presentation].

Nominate and appoint the lord provost [and others], as a committee of committee
council, with power to them to take all proper and legal steps for getting

E
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settled as  the rev. Mr. Stevenson MacGill, minister of the gospel at Eastwood, loosed
Tron Church, from his charge as minister there, and settled in the Laigh or Tron church

parish of Glasgow, in virtue of the presentation in his favour by the
magistrates and council now conveened.

Moderating Appoint the lord provost [and others, as a committee,] to attend at
favourof any mee^ing' the presbytery of Glasgow that, shall be appointed for
Mr. MacGill. moderating a call in favour of the reverend Mr. Stevenson MacGill to be

minister of the Laigh or Tron church and parish of Glasgow, with power
to sign the said call on behalf of the magistrates and town council of
Glasgow, and request the other members of the council, who can do so
conveniently, to attend the said committee to the said meeting of
presbytery.

Draftofabill Appoint baillie Carrick [and others] as a committee of council, to
roadtCarhle cous^er a draught of an intended bill for repairing and widening several

roads in the county of Dumfries and a printed state of facts and a letter
from Sir William Maxwell of Springkell, dated the 6th of May instant,
addressed to Mr. Glassford of Dougalston, chairman of the chamber of
commerce, explanatory of the said bill in so far as it relates to the road
from Elvanfoot towards Carlile, and appoint the said committee to report
their opinion with regard to the said business to the magistrates and
council with all convenient speed, and recommend to them to consult
with Mr. David Dale upon the said business, and to get from him some
plans of the said road which he got made out several years ago. - - -

Set of the [Tron and weigh house, £171; washing house, £391; beef and mutton
towns markets, £380; fish and potato markets, £144; butter, milk, and eggs, £20 ;

multures, £200; penny per ton and cran dues, £221; ladles, £850; pontage
of bridges, £1,000; total, £3,377.]

6 'July 1797

Assistant
baillie of
river Clyde.

Archibald Newbigging, water baillie and baillie of the firth and river
of Clyde, represented that he would be necessarily absent from town for
some weeks, and that unless an assistant baillie was appointed to act in his
stead during his absence the business of the office could not be carried on,
which being considered by the magistrates and council they nominate and
appoint William Craig, one of the trades councillors, assistant baillie of 
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the river and firth of Clyde, with power to him during the necessary
absence of the said Archibald Newbigging, but not otherways, to exercise
the said office of bailliary and to administer justice to the leiges in as full
and ample a manner as the said Archibald Newbigging might or could
have done had he been personally present.

The lord provost informed the magistrates and council that Alexander Petitions of
Mackay, jailor of the tolbooth of this city, died on the 18th of last month,
in consequence of which petitions had been presented to the magistrates of jailor.
by a number of different people praying to be appointed to that office.
His lordship also mentioned that the tutors of the children of the said
Alexander Mackay had stated to the magistrates that those children,
who were three in number, were left in very destitute circumstances, and
that their case was rendered more lamentable by the death of their
mother, which happened some time before the death of their father, and
therefore the tutors expressed a hope that the magistrates and council
would make some provision for the maintainance and education of the
children, till they were able to provide for themselves, either from the
funds of the city or by taking the jailor to be appointed bound to pay
them a certain sum yearly during the foresaid period; and the said
petitions, with the recommendations of the different candidates, together
with the application of the said tutors, being considered by the magis­
trates and council, they appointed the lord provost [and others,] as a
committee of council to consider the said petitions and application, and to
report their opinion relative thereto, and also relative to the emoluments
of the office of jailor and whether or not the salary ought to be deminished
or any part thereof ought to be appropriated as an interim supply to the
children of the said Alexander Mackay.

[Remitted to a committee to consider a memorial from the trustees on the Memorial
road leading from Glasgow to Yoker bridge, “ proposing to alter the present n
line of road between Glasgow and Partick, by leaving the present line at the of Partick
Masons Lodge, near Partick bridge, and keeping in a straight line to the river Road-
Kelvin, at the quarry now working on the north side of it, and there building
a bridge, and running from thence through the Bakers Croft and a small field
of Blythswoods, cutting off the corner of one of Mr. Wilsons fields, and joining
the present road at the gate of his west park; whereby the road would be
considerably shortened, a steep pull would be avoided, and the road could be 
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formed of a proper width.” Estimated expense <£750, proposed to be raised
by subscription.]

[Remitted also to the committee a memorial from the same trustees,
“ praying that the magistrates and council would rescind and annul a toll
which has been in use to be levied for the city of Glasgow at Partick bridge,
for some weeks annually before and after the fair of Moss of Balloch, on goods
carried to and from the said fair, and appoint the said committee, after con­
ferring with the said trustees and with the magistrates of Dumbarton, to report
their opinion relative to the said proposal.”]

There were presented to the magistrates and council a memorial from
the incorporation of skinners, bearing date this day, and an extract of an
act of the convention of royal boroughs in Scotland, bearing date 9th
July, 1717, referred to in the said memorial, the tenor whereof follow: —

6th July, 1797. Memorial of the corporation of skinners, submitted to
the consideration of the honourable magistrates and town council of the city
of Glasgow. The memorialists have now to trouble the town council relative
to a matter of much importance to the leather manufactory of this part of the
country. What they allude to is the inspection of calf, sheep and lamb skins,
before they be received by the skinner or manufacturer from the butcher.

This matter, it appears, has been thought of such importance as from
time to time to have been subject for regulation it is believed by the legislature
but at any rate by the convention of royal burghs. In this city there has for
many years been an officer called the overseer or searcher of skins. This
officer is appointed by the town council from a leet sent from the corporation
of skinners. Hitherto he has been paid only by the penalties incurred by the
butcher for offering to sale or delivering skins which are faulty, and these
penalties have been so trifling as not to afford a proper salary to any person
of respectability of character. But as this office is one of considerable trust and
of great importance and utility to the leather trade, the memorialists have to
suggest to the town council a regulation by which it will become an object for
a man of character and responsibility to accept it, and whereby the leather
trade will receive much advantage, and the regulation which they have to
submit is not so much entirely a new one as a request that the existing laws
be put in force. The corporation of skinners hitherto have been in use to
exact from their own members one penny for each score of skins searched or
inspected, and it is proposed by the corporation in future to pay this penny
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to the searcher. But still, even with this addition, the office would not be an
object for any man of respectability. The memorialists therefore beg leave to
call the attention of the council to an act of the convention of royal borrows,
relative to this business, of date 9th July, 1717, a copy of which is herewith
produced, and they conceive if this act was put in force a reasonable salary
would, from the execution of it, arise to the searcher. [The act is described
and engrossed in MS. Council Register No. 37, pp. 514-9. See also printed
Convention Records, vol. v. pp. 176-8.]

Which memorial and extract of the convention of royal boroughs being con­
sidered by the magistrates and council now convened, they are of opinion that
the request contained in the said memorial is reasonable, and that granting
thereof will be attended with beneficial consequences to the public and to the
dealers in skins. They do therefore enact and ordain, in terms of the said act
of the convention of boroughs, that from and after the 1st day of August,
1797, that all skinners and other persons purchasing hydes in the markets
of Glasgow shall pay to the visitor or searcher of skins, appointed or to be
appointed by the magistrates and town council of Glasgow, from a leet presented
to them by the said incorporation of skinners, according to the former and
ancient practice, the sum of 2d. sterling for each 20 hydes purchased in the
said markets which are inspected by the said visitor or searcher and declared
by him to be sufficient and marketable, and authorise the said dues to be levied
by summary applications to the magistrates of Glasgow or by ordinary actions
before them, in the option of the said visitor or searcher, declaring that besides
the said dues the searcher and his servants shall have full power and authority to
levy from the fleshers in the said markets the fines and penalties which have
been in use to be exacted from them for cutting, holing, gashing and otherways
damaging the calf, sheep, lamb and goat skins slaughtered by them respec­
tively, declaring also that the said 2d. per score of skins shall be in full of all
dues to be paid by the purchasers of skins in the said markets, and that the
Id. per score of skins which has been in use to be paid by the members into
the funds of the corporation shall cease and be at an end from and after
the 1st day of August next, and that the whole of the said 2d. per score of
skins hereinbefore authorised to be levied shall be paid to the said visitor or
searcher, for and in consideration of his trouble in executing his said office,
and farther declaring that the said dues of 2d. per score of skins, and so in
proportion for a greater or lesser quantity, shall be payable by and exigible
from both the skinners and other purchasers of skins who live within the city 
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of Glasgow and liberties thereof and the purchasers of skins in the said
markets who come from the country or neighbouring towns to purchase skins
in these markets.

Perambula- There was produced the minutes of a perambulation of the inarches
marches of of the royalty of the city, which was made upon the 18th of September,
the royalty. 1793, which is appointed to be engrossed in the minutes of council,

whereof the tenor follows : —
Remarks on perambulation of the marches of the royalty of the city of

Glasgow, made by the lord provost, baillies and council of the city of Glasgow,
deacons of crafts and other citizens, accompanied by John Gardner, towns
surveyor, on Wednesday, the 18th day of September 1793. Convened at the
town clerks chamber, at 6 o’clock in the morning of the said day, the following
persons who perambulated the marches, viz. [the lord provost and others].
By order of the magistrates, John Gardner, towns surveyor, at the sight of the
master of work, is to cause the march stones referred to in the first column
to be hewn and set up, and those in the second column to be repaired, and both
to be marked “ R ” and numbered, and this present year 1793 inscribed in
figures thereon; and where hew stones come in place of old ones the former
to have both this present year and the year of the latter inscribed thereon, and
where’ intermediate stones are put in, whereby there are more stones of one
number, to be also marked with the letters ABC, &c., and at No. 15 A,
No. 15 B, &c. [Here follows detailed descriptions, occupying 11 pages of MS.
Register.]

In taking next perambulation it ought to be before the crop is far
advanced, perhaps in July is best, and the line after crossing the highway to
Kirkintilloch ought to be accurately noted.

The march of the royalty in west end of town, being the last stones in the
course of perambulation, is denoted by a stone at corner of the garden, late
Miss Bonteins now Mr. Stewarts, west of the old toll house, and another stone
opposite thereto at the run of water between Brownfield and Wrights garden
till the run falls into Clyde.

2 August 1797
The lord provost produced a report from Mr. William Horn, a member

of council who had gone to' Greenock at the request of the magistrates
in order to inspect the Royal Closs cellars.and buildings there, alongst with 
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Patrick Morrice, who was appointed by the collector and comptroller of
the customs at Greenock, in order to ascertain the repairs necessary for
putting those subjects into complete repair [estimated cost £126 2s. 7d.
sterling. Report approved] ; but as the inagistrates, town council, and
feuars of Greenock, who formerly rented these subjects from the city of
Glasgow, were bound to deliver them in complete repair at the expiration
of their tack, which happened at Whitsunday 1796, which they have
refused to do, as appears from a correspondence upon that subj’ect between
them and the town clerks [the town clerks were instructed to take legal
steps for fulfilment of the obligation.]

The magistrates and council approve of, ratify and confirm an act Act of the
of the lord provost and magistrates, dated the 29th of June last, the Xo^butter,

tenor whereof follows :— egg and fowl
market.

“ By the lord provost and magistrates of Glasgow. Whereas it is found
from experience that the continuance of the butter, egg and fowl market, near
the head of Saltmarket Street, is inconvenient, from the great increase of that
market of late years, whereby the access to and from the shops and dwelling
houses on the sides of the present market has been greatly incommoded, the
lord provost and magistrates do hereby strictly prohibit and discharge, in all
time to come, from and after Wednesday the 5th day of July next, all persons,
venders of these articles, from resorting to the former market place to sell these
commodities, and order and enjoin them, upon Wednesday, the 12th of July
next, to repair to the area in front of St. Andrews Church, which is now
allocated for the said market place in time thereafter, and prohibit and dis­
charge the exposing of these articles on the side pavements leading to the said
church, or the side pavements of the square, certifying those who transgress this
order that they will be punished in terms of law. (Signed) James MacDowal,
provost. Council Chambers, 29th June, 1797.”
And enact the regulations contained in the said act to take place and be in
force in terms thereof and decern accordingly.

Appoint the deacon convener [and others] as a committee of council Proposal of
’ to consider a proposal of the Associate congregation in Savanna Street, congregation
contained in a letter to the lord provost, dated the 28th of June last, ofabouJ'
purchasing part of the waste ground belonging to the city, contiguous to gro^ndTear

Duke Street, and appoint the said committee to report their opinionDuke Street-
relative thereto.
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Report of
committee
about jailor.

Keeper of
bridewells
accounts
passed.

The committee appointed to consider the applications of the persons
applying to he appointed jailor and other matters relative to that office
and to the application for the children of Alexander Mackay, the late
jailor, for having some provision for their maintenance and education
till they were able to provide for themselves, gave in a report,
which being considered by the magistrates and council they
agree to fix the salary of the jailor to be appointed at £70
sterling per annum, besides the house possessed by the late jailor rent free,
the profit of the tap room and the perquisites of his office, and they also
agree that the new jailor shall be burdened with payment of £10 sterling
per annum to the said Alexander Mackays children, for five years, and
appoint a meeting of council to be held on Thursday the 10th instant, at
1 o’clock, in order to elect a jailor in place of the said Alexander Mackay.

[For half year from 27th November, 1796, to 27th May, 1797, 80 persons
imprisoned, of whom 26 liberated between those dates, and 54 remaining at 27th
May. Expenditure on furniture, repairs, and coals, £13 14s. 5d., which,
with keeper’s wages (£32 10s.) amounted to £46 4s. 5d.; clothes and
other necessaries furnished to prisoners, and money (£30 4s. 9d.) paid them
when liberated, £56 16s. 5d.; food and maintenance, £132 Is. 5d.; total,
£235 Is. 3d. Wages earned by prisoners, £183 15s. 9d. Balance due to
keeper, £51 5s. 6d.]

Common
sewer
between
Queen Street
and
Buchanan
Street.

There was presented a petition from the proprietors of Queen Street
and Argyle Street, praying that the magistrates and council would con­
tribute to a fund which is at present raising by subscription for making
a common sewer between Queen Street and Buchanan Street, to com­
municate with the one which leads from Buchanan Street to St. Enochs 
burn, the expense of which is estimated at about £108 sterling, towards
raising which there is already subscribed £74 12s. sterling, conformable
to a subscription paper produced. Which petition being considered by
the magistrates and council they agreed to subscribe £21 sterling towards
making the said common sewer, upon condition that the proprietors and
other people interested in it shall raise as much money as will defray
the expense of performing the remainder of the work.

10 August 1797
Report of
committee

The committee that was appointed to consider the proposal of the 
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Associate congregation for purchasing part of the waste ground at Duke about selling
Street produced an offer from the said congregation to give 15s. sterling Associate
per square yard for a part of that ground, measuring 27 feet in front congregation.
upon the said street, and containing about 142 square yards of ground,
upon condition that the bakehouse upon the said ground should be
included in the purchase without any additional price being paid for it,
or that £7 should be deducted from the said price, in which case the magis­
trates and council might dispose of the materials of the said bakehouse and
remove them from the ground, and the committee gave it as their opinion
that the said offer ought to be accepted of, the ground being to be laid off
by John Gardner, surveyor, in a straight line to Duke Street, and the
taking down of the bakehouse and clearing the ground being settled by
the purchasers with the tenant in case it is let for any time. The
magistrates and council approve of the report, and authorise the lord
provost [and others] to subscribe a disposition of the said ground to the
said Associate congregation, on behalf of the magistrates ancl town
council.

The committee appointed to consider the proposal of the trustees on Report on
the road from Yoker bridge to Glasgow gave in a report that, in their Yoker bridge
opinion, the magistrates and council ought to subscribe £100 sterling trustees.
towards the expense of the proposed alteration of the road and building a
new bridge, and that they ought to give up the toll which has been levied
annually by the city on the old bridge at certain parts of the year, pro­
vided that no tolls should in future be levied by the trustees either on the
said bridge or on the old bridge of Partick.

Appoint the lord provost [and others], as a committee of council, to Butter and
consider a petition of certain proprietors and inhabitants of St. Andrewsegg market-
Square, praying to have the market for butter, eggs and fowls which was
lately removed to the said square restored to the Saltmarket where it was
formerly held, and appoint the said committee to report their opinion
relative to the said petition.

Agree to present the second battalion of the Royal Glasgow Volunteers 2nd Batalion
with a pair of colours, at the towns expense, and authorise the treasurerof volunteen3'
to pay the same when the colours are delivered.

Agree to present the Royal Glasgow Volunteer Light Horse with a Glasgow
volunteer
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Light Horse, standard, at the towns expense, and authorise the treasurer to pay the
same when the standard is delivered.

There was presented to the magistrates and council an extract from
the minutes of the incorporation of skinners in Glasgow, dated the 27th
of last month, presenting David Russel and John Barclay, members of the
said incorporation, to the magistrates and town council as a leet for
chusing an overseer or searcher of sheep, lamb and calf skins for the city,
which office is at present vacant by the death of Thomas Smith, and recom­
mending the said David Russel as the most proper person to execute the
duties of the said office; which extract being considered by the magistrates
and council they delay the consideration thereof till the next meeting of
council, and appoint an election of a person to the said office to be then
made from the said leet in common form.

; There was presented a letter to the lord provost from Henry Glassford,
esq., chairman of the chamber of commerce, inclosing a printed report
and resolutions of the chamber, dated the 11th day of January last,
relative to subjecting the mail coaches to payment of toll upon the
different roads in the kingdom upon which they travel, as the exemption
hitherto established in their favour has proved very detrimental to the
funds upon these roads and of course has prevented them from being kept
in that state of repair which is essentially necessary for the trade and
manufactures of the country; which report and restrictions being con­
sidered by the magistrates and council, they unanimously approve thereof,
and appoint the lord provost [and others], as a committee of council, to
concur with the directors of the chamber of commerce in that business,
with power to the said committee to take any steps on the part of the
magistrates and town council which may be necessary for obtaining a
repeal of the said exemption, - and appoint an extract of this act of
council to be transmitted to the chairman of the chamber of commerce.

The magistrates and council, in terms of their act of the 2nd of
August instant, proceeded to the election of a jailor of the tolbooth of
Glasgow, instead of Alexander Mackay, the late jailor, who died some
time ago, and the following persons having been proposed as candidates
for the said office, viz., Robert Hamilton, the present council officer,
David Smith, baker, (blank) Edmond, merchant, and John M‘Culloch, 
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merchant, all in Glasgow, and the said' candidates having been
voted for the said Robert Hamilton was, by a plurality of
votes, elected into the said office of jailor of the tolbooth of
Glasgow, and that during the will and pleasure of the magistrates and
council of Glasgow and their successors in office, and no longer, the salary
to be paid to the said Robert Hamilton to be £70 sterling for the first year
of his appointment, besides the house occupied by the late jailor, and the
usual and legal emoluments of the office arising from jail fees and other
dues, and the profit of keeping a tap for the sale of ale and porter, as the
same were enjoyed by the late jailor, but of which emoluments of office
and profits of the said tap the said Robert Hamilton is strickly required
and enjoined to keep a distinct and accurate account during the said year,
and at the expiration thereof to show it to the present lord provost and
magistrates and to the lord provost and magistrates to be elected
at Michaelmass next, that they may consider as to the propriety
of continuing the said salary or diminishing it as they may
judge proper, for doing which full power is hereby granted to them;
declaring, as it is hereby expressly provided and declared, that the said
Robert Hamilton shall be burdened with payment of £10, yearly, for the
space of five years, to the children of the said Alexander Mackay, to be
paid to their tutors and curators for their behoof; declaring also that the
said Robert Hamilton shall, before he enters into the said office, find
sufficient caution, to the satisfaction of the magistrates and council, for
his faithful administration and for keeping the magistrates and council
and their successors in office skaithless and free from all losses and damage
from the escape of prisoners and otherways, in the usual form, and remit
to the lord provost and magistrates to procure a bond of cautionry to the
effect aforesaid and to take the said Robert Hamiltons oath de fid di
a dministr atione officii ; and farther declaring that the said Robert Hamilton
shall be subject to the rules and regulations enacted for the execution of
his office, by an act of council of the 27th of March 1788 respecting the
election of James Brownlee,1 who was for some time jailor of the said
tolbooth, and to all the rules and regulations enacted by subsequent acts
of council.

Glasg. Rec., vol. viii., p. 249.
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Act of dean Approve of, ratify and confirm an act of the dean of guild court,
ratified about dated the 2nd of July 1797, relative to building houses fronting certain
building streets in the city, whereof the tenor follows : —
front houses.

“ The court, considering that a practice has for sometime past prevailed
amongst the proprietors of building ground in those streets of the city upon
which the front houses and buildings are restricted to be built of certain heights
and according to certain elevations and regulations, to erect buildings a few
feet back from the lines of the other front houses in the streets and to build
them contrary to the restrictions and conditions contained in their title deeds,
under pretext that they are back buildings, by which evasion the regularity of
the said streets and the uniformity of the tenements erected on them are
prevented; to remedy which evil it is., hereby enacted and declared that all
buildings and tenements erected on ground subject to such restrictions and
regulations as are before mentioned shall be held as front tenements, and the
proprietors thereof shall be obliged to build them in terms of the restrictions
and regulations contained in their title deeds, unless they be set down at least
25 feet farther back than the lines of the othei’ houses and tenements fronting
the said streets, as the same have been laid off by decrees of lining of this court,
so that sufficient room may be reserved for building front tenements, in terms
of the said restrictions and regulations, between the streets and the said back
buildings; and decern accordingly. And in order that none may pretend
ignorance of this act of court, extracts hereof are appointed to be inserted in
all the Glasgow newspapers. (Signed) Ro. Findlay, D.G.”

And appoint the rules and regulations specified in the said act of the
dean of guild court to take place and be enforced in time coming, and
decern accordingly.

Report of Having considered the report of the committee of council relative to
aboi™lttee ^ie ProPose(l alteration of the Partick road and building a new bridge
Partick road over Kelvin, which is referred to in a preceding minute of this days
agreed to. meeting, the magistrates and council approve of the report and authorise

the lord provost to subscribe £100 sterling towards making the proposed
alteration of the road and building the said new bridge, provided that
as much money be raised by other subscribers as will completely answer
the purposes specified in the report, within 12 months from this date.
And, farther, the magistrates and council resolve and agree to relinquish 
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and discontinue, in time coming, the toll which has been in use to be
levied for behoof of the city at the old bridge of Partick for some weeks
previous and subsequent to the annual fairs at Dumbarton, which toll
shall not be levied subsequent to this current year, but authorize the said
toll to be levied for this year in respect of its being included in the set
of the ladle dues to the tacksman thereof, and declare and decern
accordingly, provided always that the trustees on the Yoker Bridge
road shall not exact or levy any toll whatever either upon the old bridge
of Partick or upon the one intended to be built from the funds before
mentioned.

14 September 1797
The lord provost produced a petition from David Todd, merchant in Mr. David

Glasgow, complaining that the operations for deepening the river Clyde p°^esrtv near
had damaged his grounds near to the old coal quay, and praying that Clyde. ”
the magistrates would order the bank of his ground to be faced up with
shivers or broken stones, and such a number of flat jettees to be made
as were necessary for protecting his bank, which petition had been shown
by his lordship to the chamberlain, who had written a letter of yesterdays
date containing observations upon and answers to the said petition. The
magistrates and council, having considered the said petition and letter,
appoint the chamberlain as overseer of the river, to take the steps
mentioned in his letter for protecting Mr. Todds property, as soon as the
state of the weather will admit the performance of the work, and in
the meantime appoint Mr. Todd to be furnished with a copy of Mr.
Logans letter that he may, if he chuses, reply to the said letter.

The lord provost produced a letter from the chamberlain, dated the chamberlains
7th instant, requesting, for the reasons therein stated, his salary forletter for a.n

.. ,. . , . , • -.n J augmentationcollecting the river dues might be increased from to £100 sterling of his salary.
per annum; which being considered by the magistrates and council, they
refuse the said request, and continue the chamberlains salary as formerly.

Remit to the committee upon the towns milns a letter from the committee on
chamberlain relative to these milns, with power to them to consider the towns milns.
present state of the milns, and authorize the chamberlain to set the same
for another year to the same or other tenants at the present rents, if higher
cannot be obtained.
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Setofold The lord provost reported verbally that Mr. John Robertson, for the
rartick Smithfield Company, had intimated to his lordship the intention of the
relinquished, company to relinquish the set of the old miln of Partick, at Candlemass

next, in respect whereof the magistrates and council appoint the same
to be let in the manner specified in the preceding act of council.

Explanation Upon considering the acts of council which were passed on the 10th
councnabout last, relative to Partick road and bridge, the magistrates and
Partick road, council observe that one of the conditions annexed to the recommendation

of the committee, that the town should contribute £100 sterling towards
making the proposed improvements on the said bridge and road, had been
omitted to be inserted in the said acts of council, viz., that the trustees
upon the Yoker Bridge road should be obliged to keep the old Partick
bridge in repair and the turnpike road which leads from Glasgow to the
milns, belonging to the town, near to the said old bridge, also in good
order and repair; the magistrates and council do therefore annex the said
condition to their intended subscription, and appoint the lord provost to
get an obligation to that effect before he executes the said subscription,
and appoint an extract of this act to be transmitted to Mr. Oswald of
Scotston for the said trustees.

Stateof towns [The towns agents at Edinburgh transmitted a state of the processes and
Edinburgh1 ot^er business of the city under their management, viz., (1) process with Mr.

Baillie, as to assessment for foot pavements; (2 and 3) collector of poor rates
against Robert Scott and Andrew Buchanan; (4) procurator fiscal of Gorbals
against Wilson; (5) Craigie against the magistrates as to liability in toll
duty of materials for Hutcheson bridge; (6) MacAslane against Brownlee,
jailor; (7) St. Nicholas Hospital, application for a gift of the preceptorship;
and (8) barrack ground, claim for price.]

David Russel Having, in terms of an act of council, of the 10th of last month,
appointed resumed consideration of the leet presented by the incorporation of
searcher or . . x 1
inspector of skinners for chusing an inspector or searcher of the skins of sheep, lamb
skins. and calls slaughtered within the city, and having proceeded to an

election of a person into the said office from the said leet, they did
unanimously nominate and appoint David Russel, a member of the said
corporation, and one of the persons named in the leet, to the said office,
with full power and authority to him to exercise the duties thereof and to
levy the fines from transgressors and to enjoy the whole previleges and 
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emoluments of his said office in as full and ample a manner as his pre­
decessors in office have been or were in use to do, and in manner extended
and explained by an act of council dated the 6th of July 1797, relative
to the duties and emoluments of the said offices, and appoint an extract
of this act of council, with the city seal thereto affixed, to be delivered to
the deacon of the said corporation, declaring that the same shall be held
as a full and ample commission and appointment of the said David Russel
to the said office, with the whole powers, previleges and emoluments
thereto belonging.

2 October 1797.
Remit to the committee on the chamberlains books to take into their Scheme to

serious consideration the present state of the towns affairs, and to suggest1Dcrease1 . i revenue and
any scheme that may occur to them for increasing the towns revenue and decrease
diminishing its expenditure, for both which, from the state exhibited exPendnure-
in their report produced this day and in the chamberlains state book,
there appears to be the most urgent necessity.

The lord provost produced a letter to him, dated the 26th of last Claim for
month, from Hugh Crawford, eldest baillie of Greenock, proposing to R°yal closs

a t t   i •  ,   • i cellars.refer to arbiters residing in Greenock the claim which the city of Glasgow
has against the town of Greenock for putting into repair the buildings
of the Royal Closs. The magistrates and council agree to refer the said
matter to the decision of arbiters to be mutually chosen by the parties,
with power to them to chuse an oversman in case of difference in the
usual manner, but refuse to restrict the arbiters to persons residing in
Greenock; and appoint, the magistrates [and others], as a committee of
council, to enter into the said submission with the magistrates and town
council of Greenock.

George Andrew, keeper of Bridewell, gave in a petition praying, for George
the reasons therein stated, that his salary might be increased; which Andrews
being considered by the magistrates and council they remit the said Fnerease oT
petition to the committee for managing Bridewell, and appoint them to631^’-
report their opinion relative thereto with all convenient speed.

3 October 1797
[Stephen Rowan, eldest bailie of the towns of Port-Glasgow and Newark.] Baillie of

Port Glasgow.
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Election of [James MacDowal, provost; William Bogle and George Buchanan, of the
Kaiiie^&c merchant rank, and Archibald Newbigging of the crafts rank, bailies.]

6 October 1797
Election of [Thirteen merchants and twelve craftsmen councillors for the ensuing
councillors. -iyear.]

11 October 1797
Election of [Robert Findlay, dean of guild; Robert Waddel, deacon convener; Robert
&aan gu^d’Muirhead, treasurer; Robert Austin, bailie, and William Hill, conjunct bailie,

of Gorbals; Peter Bald, water bailie, and William Wardlaw, assistant or depute
water bailie; John Brown, master of work; Andrew Paton, visitor of maltmen;
George Provan, bailie of Provan; David Hutchison, procurator fiscal; John
Orr and John Wilson, town clerks.]

Directors, [Appointments of directors of the town’s hospital, annual committee, Clyde
committees, commissiOners, bridge commissioners, committees on Grammar School, trades-
commis- . . .
sioners. men’s accounts, Bridewell and Green, directors of Sunday Schools, and com­

mittee on city lamps.]
Assessment [Persons in town’s hospital on 9th August last, 397, including chaplain,
for poor, house keeper, steward, clerk and two servants; poor children put out to nurse,

234; persons in indigent circumstances, supplied with meal in their own
houses, 425 families (1,408 bolls 1 peck of meal in all); with 32 families who
receive reduced wages, at 20s. each. Estimated expense <£4,994 sterling; annual
revenue £829; deficiency £4,165, to be raised by assessment as formerly.]

10 November 1797.
Road to Duke [Remitted to a committee to confer with the trustees of Shotts turnpike
Street. road trustees as to an application to parliament by the Bathgate road trustees

for power to open a communication into Glasgow by Duke Street, and to with­
draw that part of the road from Baillieston from the Shotts road trustees
to Bathgate road trustees. It was considered proper that a road should be
made from the Shotts turnpike road to Duke Street, but in such a direction that
the toll at Gallowgate bar should not be avoided.]

The Rev. Mr. Unanimously admit the reverend Stevenson MacGill, minister of the
MacGm°n Tron Church, an ordinary burgess and guild brother of this city, and
burgess. remit his burgess fines.
Minute of [The lord provost produced extract of a minute of the town council of Banff,
town council
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expressing grateful acknowledgment to the city of Glasgow “ for the steady, of Banff about
disinterested and handsome manner it has, from the beginning,” supported northernPO3t-
the movement for the earlier despatch of the northern post; “ and they request
that the provost will transmit the freedom of the town to James MacDowal,
esq., lord provost of Glasgow, as also to Henry Glassford of Dougalston, esq.,
Gilbert Hamilton, esq., Cunningham Corbet, esq., and Lawience Craigie, esq.,
the four respectable gentlemen from Glasgow who attended the meeting at
Perth.”]

21 November 1797.
[Remitted to a committee

That your Majesty may long reign over a free and happy people, an ,
transit t your o vn and your subjects latest posterity the blessings which tap.or
flowed om your mild and auspicious government, is our most fervent pray yIamp,

aLud with the common seal of the city of Glasgow, m presenc|
up two new lamps m Hutchison street, ana to remove oneirom the lower
end of the wide part of the street to the corner next it, but as Dempster
Street could only be considered as a closs, that no new lamps ought to
be put up there. The committee also reported that it would be proper,
in order to remove the pregnant complaints about the bad lighting of
city lamps, to employ a person to go through the city once or twice in the
week, in the night time, and to report to the committee the number of
lamps that were either improperly lighted or not lighted at all, so that
the fines for these neglects might be levied from the contractor, in terms
of his obligation. The magistrates and council approve of the report, and
authorize the committee and the master of work to carry it into execution.

[Remitted to a committee “ to let, by public roup, for three years from the Impost dues.
expiration of the last set, the towns impost upon ale and beer, at an upset price
not less than £2,600 sterling yearly.”]

[Remitted to a committee petition to the Greenock road trustees from the Greenock
magistrates and council of Port Glasgow and Newark, “ praying to have theroad*
road through the last of these towns repaired and widened,” at an expense of
£123 sterling, of which it was expected that the inhabitants of Port-Glasgow

F

to consider a letter from the contractor for Letter about
building Hutcheson bridge, and his cautioners. “ proposing that thev should ^ie.4te

ELLS™ rprosecution of this unavoidable war as will secure to your King

• honourable and lasting peace.
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Address.

Admiral Lord
Viscount
Duncan, —
freedom of
the city.

Resolve to
present a
loyal and
dutiful
address to the
King.

would contribute one-half by private subscription, provided the trustees, the
city of Glasgow, and the town of Greenock, would advance the other half. Also
recommend to the lord provost to take steps, along with the members of parlia­
ment for this city and the county of Renfrew, “ for obliging the proprietors
of the mail coaches upon the Greenock Road either to pay toll for one of them
or to suppress one of them altogether, as the road is so much broke and the
tolls so much diminished by both the coaches running toll free, that the funds of
the road have become very inadequate to keeping it in repair and paying the
interest of the debt which has been contracted for making it.”]

The magistrates and council unanimously agriee to present the
freedom of the city, in a handsome gold box, to Admiral lord viscount
George Trovan, bailie of Provan; David Hutchison, procurator fiscal; John
Orr and John Wilson, town clerks.]

[Appointments of directors of the town’s hospital, annual committee, Clyde
commissioners, bridge commissioners, committees on Grammar School, trades­
men’s accounts, Bridewell and Green, directors of Sunday Schools, and com­
mittee on city lamps.]

[Peisons in tovn s hospital on 9th August last, 397, including chaplain,

Unanimously agree’ ionpresfffit ^’iby^l"ancr?flitlTui“aclare^s to' the iking,
congratulating his Majesty upon the late signal victory obtained by his
fleet, under the command of admiral lord viscount Duncan, over the navy

!of Holland, and assuring his Majesty of their resolution to defend his
person and government and our happy constitution in the present critical
situation of public affairs; and the lord provost having laid before the
council an address to that effect, it was unanimously approved of and was
subscribed by his lordship, by appointment and in name of the
magistrates and town council, and he was requested to deliver it to Mr.
MacDowal of Garthland, member of parliament for this city, that he may
transmit it to London, to he presented to his Majesty without delay, the
tenor of which address follows: —

To the Kings most excellent Majesty.—We, your Majestys most faithfull
and dutifull subjects, the lord provost, magistrates and town council of the
city of Glasgow, beg leave to approach your throne with most sincere and
heartfelt congratulations in the late victory obtained over the navy of Holland,
by your Majestys fleet, under the command of Admiral lord viscount Duncan,
a victory w'hich, whether viewed in its important national consequences, or in 
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the able conduct and gallantry by which it was gained, is inferior to none that
stand recorded in the annals of British naval glory.

In the present crisis of public aflairs, when our enemies have insolently
refused to treat with your Majesty for restoring peace to your kingdoms, upon
such moderate and liberal terms as, after the brilliant success of your Majestys
arms in every quarter of the globe, could only be dictated by your paternal
love to your people, and an earnest desire to relieve Europe from the horrors of
war, w’e conceive it to be our duty to renew to your Majesty our most solemn
assurance of loyalty and attachment to your person and government, and our
firm resolution, with our lives and fortunes, to defend our liberty, civil and
religious, as established by our happy constitution.

We trust that your Majesty, by the favour of divine providence and the
assistance of your loyal subjects, will be enabled to make such exertions in the
prosecution of this unavoidable war as will secure to your kingdoms an
honourable and lasting peace.

That your Majesty may long reign over a free and happy people, and may
transmit to your own and your subjects latest posterity the blessings which have
flowed from your mild and auspicious government, is our most fervent prayer.
Signed and sealed with the common seal of the city of Glasgow, in presence,
by appointment, and in name of the lord provost, magistrates and town
council of the said city. 21st November, 1797. (Signed) James MacDowal,
provost.

14 December 1797
[The committee appointed on 21st November reported that they had set get ot* towns

“ the impost duties upon ale and beer, payable to the city, for three years, impost duties.
at £2,600 of yearly rent, to the brewers in Glasgow, and had besides received a
missive from the tacksmen, obliging themselves to pay one-half of whatever
profit they might make by the bargain, during the tack, to the magistrates and
council.”]

The lord provost produced a letter from the Duke of Portland, dated Address to
the 29th of last month, signifying that his ^Majesty had beenthe King most
pleased, in the most gracious manner, to receive the address of the city, deceived!7

which was voted upon the 21st day of last month.
The committee of council upon the High Church burying ground High Church

produced a report, with a plan of the said burying ground thereinnew burying
referred to, which the magistrates and council appoint to remain in theground‘ 
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hands of the town clerks till the next meeting of council, and then to be
taken into consideration.

Stone fence The lord provost produced a petition of the proprietors having interest
Woodside, the road leading from Garscube Road to Woodside, stating that, owing
opposite t0 t]^ working of the Black quary, upon the side of the said road,

hy the towns tacksman, a dangerous precipice had been made, the fence
upon which had of late fallen down, whereby persons, horses, and
carriages travelling upon the said road were put into the most eminent
danger, and therefore praying that the lord provost and magistrates
would erect a sufficient stone and lime wall upon the side of the said
road and precipice, so as to prevent that danger in future; which petition,
with certificates therein referred to, being considered by the magistrates
and council, and several of them declaring that they knew the said facts
to be true, they empower and require the master of work immediately to
erect a sufficient fence upon the side of the said precipice, so as to prevent
the danger mentioned in the petition, and to take credit for the expense
thereof in his accompts with the city.

28 December 1797

Thanks voted The lord provost produced a letter from Patrick Colquhoun, esq.,
to Patrick late lord provost of this city, accompanied with a present of the last 
Colquhoun,
esq. edition of his treatise on the Police of London, of which the magistrates

and council accepted, and requested the lord provost to return their
best thanks to Mr. Colquhoun for this mark of his politeness and
attention.

[Authorised the lord provost to subscribe, on behalf of the city, <£500
sterling towards funds for making a road from near Dinwiddie Green, up

Road from
Dinwiddie
Green to
Clydeford. the west side of Annan to Evan bridge, and from thence to Clyde’s ford, near-

Elvinfoot, they being “ of opinion that making the said road will be attended
with most beneficial consequences to the trade and manufactures of the west of
Scotland in general, and to the city of Glasgow in particular.”]

16 January 1798

Regulations The lord provost produced a set of regulations and table of fares for 
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the society of carters within the city of Glasgow, established by a seal of and table of
cause from the magistrates and town council on 19th January, 1780/ of
which regulations and table had been drawn up by the lord provost, carters.
baillies, dean of guild and deacon convener, after having consulted with
the merchants, manufacturers, corporations, and respectable individuals
of the city interested in those matters, and after having fully heard the
deacon and masters of the said society upon the subject; which regulations
and table of fares being considered by the magistrates and council now
conveened, they unanimously approve of, ratify and confirm the same,
and enact and ordain them to be carried into execution in the manner and
under the penalties specified in the regulations from the date hereof, in
time coming, subject always to such alterations and explanations as may
be made, at any future period, by the magistrates and town council of
Glasgow for the time being; declaring as it is hereby expressly provided
and declared that the foresaid seal of cause, granted to the said society
of carters on 19th January, 1780, shall remain and continue in full force,
except in so far as it is altered, amended, and explained by the regulations
and table of fares herein before enacted, and except in so far as it may be
altered, amended, or explained by any future act of the magistrates and
town council of Glasgow. The magistrates and council do farther appoint
the said regulations and table of fares to be engrossed in the records of
council, the tenor of which follows: —

1. The carters shall be obliged, at all times, when required, to furnish, for
the ordinary hire, carts and horses for transporting the baggage of soldiers
from Glasgow to the nearest stage.

2. They shall be obliged to furnish horses and carts gratis, to carry water to
all fires which happen in the city, upon being furnished with casks or hogsheads
for that purpose; and the deacon and managers of the society, with the
assistance of the town officers, are empowered to impress the horses and carts
of the members for that purpose, who in case of refusal shall be subject to a
fine of 10s. sterling and to imprisonment till payment of said fine, besides being
liable to be the first carters called out for carrying water to the next fire which
may happen in the city.

[3. No more than a ton weight of goods to be on a cart between Glasgow
1 Glasg. Rec., vii., p. 583.
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Committee to
considerabout
altering and
repairing
Ramshorn
Church
windows.

Chapel or
school house
of Gorbals.

State of the
citys statute
work.

Three
contracts of
ground
annual, dis­
poning parts
of glebes
ratified and
confirmed.

and the great canal. 4. No cart, drawn by a single horse, within city and on
Ramshorn grounds, to have more than one ton weight. 5. No carter to refuse
employment, without sufficient reason, and to serve with fidelity and discretion.
6, 7, and 8. Rules as to loading and employment. 10. Recovery of fines.
11. Regulations and appended table containing (1) list of articles “ reckoned
a cart load, drawn by a single horse,” and (2) rate of fares, to be “ entered
in the records of the society of carters.”]

13 February 1798
Appoint the deacon convener [and others] as a committee of council,

to consider a letter from Mr. Rankine, minister of the Ramshorn church,
written in behalf of his parishioners, for having the windows of the said
church altered and repaired, and appoint the said committee to report
their opinion relative to that matter.

Remit to the baillie of Gorbals the petition of Archibald Bell,
schoolmaster there, praying to have the windows and some seats in the
chapel or school house of Gorbals altered and repaired, with power to the
baillies to give directions for having these repairs made, and upon the
work being done authorize the treasurer to pay the expense thereof upon
the accompts being properly certified by the said baillie.

Appoint the dean of guild [and others], as a committee of council,
alongst with the town clerks, to consider the present state of the statute
work of the city, and to suggest any modes that may occur to them for
improving that branch of the towns revenue, and to report their progress
in that business.

The reverend doctor Taylor, minister of the High Church, produced
three contracts of ground annual, all dated 17 January, 1798, whereby
he had, in virtue of an act of parliament of the 33rd year of his present
Majesty and of acts of the magistrates and town council of Glasgow and
of the presbytry of Glasgow, disponed and conveyed certain parts of
his glebe, with consent of the committees of the council and presbytry
appointed for that purpose, to the persons after named, for the yearly
ground annuals after mentioned, viz., lots first and second of the said
glebe, delineated upon a plan of the same, containing 650 square yards,
for payment of £4 3s. lid. of ground annual yearly, by Andrew Eadie,
manufacturer in Glasgow, purchaser of the said lots; lot number seventh, 
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delineated upon the said plan, containing 380 square yards, sold to
Thomas Ballantine, gardner in Glasgow, for payment of a yearly ground
annual of £2 7s. 6d. sterling; and lot number twenty third, delineated
upon the said plan, containing 11,560 square yards, sold to Andrew
Stevenson, manufacturer in Glasgow, for payment of a yearly ground
annual of £43 7s. sterling; as the said three lots are particularly described
and bounded in the said contracts of ground annual, alongst with which
the said doctor Taylor produced a memorial craving that the magistrates
and council would approve of and ratify the said contracts, which being
considered by the magistrates and council they find the request reasonable
and do therefore hereby ratify, approve of and confirm the said three
contracts of ground annual, with the -whole clauses, conditions and
obligations therein contained, and all that can or may legally follow
thereon, with regard to the said doctor Taylor and his successors in the
said church and parish, as ministers thereof, and to the said purchasers
their heirs and successors.

Appoint a meeting of council to be held on Thursday, 15th February Meeting
instant, at 1 o’clock afternoon, in order to take into consideration a motion abouc yoting
which was this day made and seconded of making a voluntary contribu- government.
tion from the funds of the community for the national defence and the
support of government in the present emergency of public affairs.

15 February 1798
Upon the petition of Andrew Houston, tacksman of a house Let of house

belonging to the town, in the Old or Ropework Green, agree to let the Qrge°pework
said house to the said Andrew Houston in tack for 19 years from Whit­
sunclay next, at the yearly rent of £16, upon condition that he shall
put the said house into sufficient tenantable repair, shall keep it so during
the tack, and shall deliver it in that condition at the end thereof;
declaring that there shall be a break in the said tack in favour of the
said magistrates and council, at any term of Whitsunday during the tack,
upon giving the tacksman three months premonition, provided the said
ground shall be either sold, feued, or disposed of by contract of ground
annual, by the magistrates and council.

Having resumed the consideration of the motion which was tabled €1,000 ster­
ling voted
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defence of the
kingdom.

Bill for con­
tinuing the
Impost
duty on ale
and beer.

1 March 1798
John Orr, one of the town clerks, produced a letter from John Seton,

the city’s agent at London, written by desire of Mr. MacDowal, member
of parliament for the city, stating that a petition had been presented to
the house of commons for leave to bring in a bill for continuing the duty
of 2d. Scots or |th of a Id. sterling, upon each Scots pint of all ale and
beer vended and sold within the city of Edinburgh, for a certain number
of years after the expiration of the present act of parliament whereby
that duty was granted; that leave had been given to bring in the bill,
and that Mr. Secretary Dundas, Mr. MacDowal and Mr. William Dundas,
had been named to bring in the bill, who were of opinion that a bill to
the same purpose for and on behalf of the city of Glasgow ought also to be
brought forward during this session of parliament, as that measure has
been in contemplation for some time past, and as bringing forward the
two bills together would probably promote the success of both. The
magistrates and council, having considered the said letter, and con­
sidering also that the act of parliament by which the impost duty on
ale and beer was granted to the city of Glasgow will expire in the year
1801, that the debt of the city has, within those feu years, greatly
increased owing to building a new tron and weighhouse, repair [of] the
quay and harbour at the Broomielaw, building St. Enochs Church,
rebuilding the Tron Church which was destroyed by fire, enlarging and
repairing the prison, court hall and council chambers of the city, building
a bridewell, opening and paving a number of streets leading into and
through the city, and executing many other useful necessary public
works; and farther considering that the annual expense of lighting,
paving and cleaning the streets of the city and of executing and regu­

towards the at the last meeting of council, for contributing a sum of money from the
funds of the community for the support of government and the defence of
the kingdom, in the present emergency of public affairs, unanimously
agree to contribute £1,000 sterling for those purposes, authorize the lord
provost to subscribe that sum on behalf of the city, and authorize the
treasurer and chamberlain for the time being to pay the same, by such
instalments and to such persons as his lordship by a precept under his
hand shall appoint.
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