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16 July 1803
There was produced a letter, dated the 13th of July current, addressed Letter about

to Mr. Henderson, one of the town clerks, from Mr. Fotheringham, the ^“°^raute<i
towns agent in Edinburgh, stating that he had that day received the Majesty for
£200 granted by his Majesty 'towards executing the repairs on the church.
cathedral of Glasgow, on condition that he, Mr. Fotheringham, produced
authority, from the lord provost, magistrates and town council, to uplift
the said sum, and therefore desiring that an act of council should be sent
to him authorising him to receive from Henry Jardine, esq., depute
remembrancer of the court of exchequer in Scotland, the said sum of
£200, to be by him paid over to the lord provost, magistrates and council,
in order to be by them expended under the directions of the barons of
exchequer in executing the repairs necessary and in fitting up a royal seat
in the cathedral of Glasgow, and farther that the magistrates and council
should oblige themselves that the said sum shall be expended for the
purposes mentioned in the warrant, and to produce proper vouchers or
certificates that the same has been done. Which letter being considered
by the magistrates and council they authorize and empower Frederick
Fotheringham, esq., the towns agent, to receive from the said Henry
Jardine, esq., the said sum of £200 sterling granted by his Majesty
towards executing the repairs upon the said cathedral, and bind and
oblige themselves and their successors that the said sum shall be applied
for that purpose and in fitting up a royal seat in the cathedral, in terms
of the warrant for paying the said sum, and farther that they shall produce
proper vouchers and certificates that the same has been done; and appoint
an extract of this act to be transmitted to Mr. Fotheringham.

The lord provost produced a . letter from Mr. Alexander Oswald, Letter from
purchaser of the Ropework Green, craving a deduction from the feuduty^*
payable by him for that property of a proportion corresponding to the old of Ropework
south boundary of said Green and the north side of the new line of Clyde ^reen"
Street, the intermediate space being still occupied by the public as a street,
and will continue to be so till the said new line be finished, for which
notwithstanding Mr. Oswald had been charged a feu duty by the chamber-
lain; which letter being considered by the magistrates and council they
find the desire thereof reasonable, and authorise the chamberlain, in 
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settling with Mr. Oswald, to give him a deduction from the feuduty for
the ground kept out of his possession till the new line of Clyde Street be
finished, so as the old one can be shut up and the ground opposite to Mr.
Oswalds property can be taken in by him.

Retaining Mr. Smellie, master of work, stated that it would be necessary to
StreetC1'de something for the preservation of the retaining wall lately built

upon the south side of the new line of Clyde Street, and which was
suffering injury from the want of caping; which being considered by
the magistrates and council they remit the same to the deacon conveener
[and others], as a committee, to converse with the proprietors on the
north side of Clyde Street as to the share they will bear of the expense
of coping the said wall, with power to the said committee to do in that
business as they may think proper.

Port Glasgow Having resumed consideration of the proposal relative to the applica-
shed dues. 0£ ^he jues arising from the new shed on Port Glasgow quay, as

specified in the act of council of the 9th of June last, agree thereto, and
authorise the said dues to be levied and applied for behoof of the harbour
of Port Glasgow and use thereof, as proposed in baillie Falconers note
referred to in the said act of council.

Mr. Smellie, one of the committee on the Green, stated that the said
committee, having found it necessary to procure an additional supply of
water to the washing house, had conversed with John Shaw, wright in
Calton, as to the expense of laying the necessary pipes for conveying that
water from the river Clyde, and that the said John Shaw had made an
offer in writing to lay the necessary pipes, of good and sufficient wood,
for £80 sterling, and to uphold the same for seven years. The magis­
trates and council delay consideration thereof till next meeting of council.

20 July 1803
The lord provost, magistrates, and council, having taken into con­

veying water sideration the proposal of John Shaw, wright in Calton, respecting laying
wooden pipes in the Green for conveying water from the river Clyde to the
washing house, submitted to council at the last meeting by the committee
on the Green, authorize the said committee to enter into a contract with the
said John Shaw or any other person for laying the said pipes.

Pipes for con-

to washing
house.



1803.] OF THE BURGH OF GLASGOW. 369

The committee appointed to consider an application by the inhabitants Report on
at the east end of the Gallowgate Street for a well gave in a report bearing Cfliab^tants
that there already was a well sunk in the said street, a little west of Gallowgate* for ft well*Campbell Street, on which there formerly was a pump, but owing to Mr.
Struthers having sunk a very deep well for the use of his brewery, nearly
opposite, the city well was drained so much that it was found expedient
to remove the pump; that Mr. Struthers brewery being now removed, the
master of work had yesterday, at desire of the committee, opened up and
tried the said well, when there was found to be 10| feet of water in it;
that such being the case, and it having been represented to the committee
by the neighbourhood that the water in the said well had always been
considered as of a good quality, the committee were of opinion that the
master of work should be authorised to cause a pump to be erected at or as
near to the well as should be found convenient. Which report having been
considered, the council approve of the same, and appoint the master of
work to cause a pump to be erected at the said well accordingly, but only
a single pump.

A petition was produced, signed by certain inhabitants of the Gallow- Well at the
gate, representing that the well at the Spoutmouth was so much frequented ^Poutinouth-
that it was inadequate to serve the people, and praying that another pipe,
pump, and handle, should be added to it, which there was always water
enough to supply; which being read, the council delay consideration
thereof till the well above mentioned, near the foot of Campbell Street,
should be tried and its effect in supplying the lieges in that quarter with
water, and consequently relieving the Spoutmouth well, ascertained.

The lord provost produced a letter from Messrs. Robert Muirhead, Letter about
William Glen, and James Cleland, bearing that they were proprietors of causewaying
certain lots of ground through which they intended to make streets Meadow-flat.
upwards of forty feet wide (the names of which they mentioned), and
which they intended immediately to causeway at their own expense,
provided that when two thirds of each of the said streets were built upon
the council would repay the value of the said causeway, that is to say,
what the same should be actually worth at the time when the two thirds
were built, the value to be ascertained by two neutral men to be mutually
chosen; which letter having been read, the consideration thereof was
postponed till next meeting of council.
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The lord provost produced a letter, addressed to the committee on the
Green by Air. William Lindsay and others, proprietors oi possessors' of
houses at the Greenhead, praying to be allowed, at their own expence, to
make an entry into the upper Green by a turnstile at the place where there
is at present an entry by stone steps over the top of the Green dyke, which
they represented was very inconvenient and sometimes dangerous: which
letter having been considered by the council they grant rhe desire thereof
and authorize the gentlemen concerned to make a turnstyle in the
dyke instead of the present entrance by steps, at their own expence and at
sight of the master of works, under the declaration that the same is to be
allowed to continue and subsist during the pleasure of the magistrates
and council only.

The lord provost produced a letter from Andrew Houston, shore
master, stating that, having been the towns tenant in a house in the Rope­
work Green, under a tack which was to become null in case the said Green
was sold, which has now taken place, he had lost the expence he had laid
out in improving the said possession, particularly in building a bvre.
and therefore praying for some compensation from the town council for his
said losses, or at least to be allowed to take away the materials of the
said byre, &c.; ■which letter having been read and considered, the council
refuse the desire thereof.

The lord provost produced a letter from John Anderson, smith in
Port Glasgow, relative to his question with the town about some ground
there, which letter was referred to the committee already appointed for
that business.

The lord provost produced a letter from Mr. John Leckie. ajjent for
the daughters and cxeeiitorn of Mr. .John Carlile, collector of cess, latelv
deceased, asking instriiclionn with regard to their proceeding in the
collection till a new collector fdiould be appointed. The council authorise
the Misses Carliles Io employ a person Io continue the collection till a
new collector is cho-a-n, v/hidi appoint Io lake place at next meeting of
council.

II. wa'i H’aolvcd Hint lb* / H,y should assist the manning of his
Majesty's navy by olfatinp a bounty an follows, via., to the first one
hundred volunteers, being Glm.gow men horn, who should enter with 



1803.] OF THE BURGH OF GLASGOW. 371-

any naval officer in Glasgow, to each able seaman two guineas, and to
each ordinary seaman or landsman one guinea; and authorise the lord
provost and magistrates to carry the said resolution into effect by
advertising in the papers and ordering payment of the bounty.

Appoint the lord provost and magistrates to draw up an address to Address to
the King upon the present situation of public affairs,1 expressive of thellis Majest- •
loyalty of the corporation and their determination to support the govern­
ment, to be signed by the lord provost and transmitted and presented in
the usual manner.

25 July 1803

Mr. John Hamilton, member of council, made a motion in writing Motion for
relative to the acts of council of 8th August and 20th September, 1798, actso^oun-

by which it is provided that no application should be listened to fromcil about
any person for paving or lighting any street or square laid off bystreets.
individuals till such time as at least two thirds of the front steadings of
such street or square should have been built upon, and relative also to
the letter produced at last meeting of council by Messrs. Muirhead,
Cleland, and Glen, builders, offering to causeway certain projected
streets at their own expence, provided the magistrates and council would
agree, when two thirds of the said streets were built with good habitable
front houses, to repay them the value of the said causeway as ascertained
by two men mutually chosen; which motion contained a proposal that
the council should so far modify its acts before mentioned as to adopt the
principle proposed in the said application of Messrs. Muirhead, Glen,
and Cleland in all cases where the streets projected should be judged to
be for the general advantage and improvement of the city. Which
being considered the council appoint the motion to lye upon the table
till next meeting, then to be determined upon along with the more
particular applications on the same subject by Messrs. Muirhead, Glen,
and Cleland.

The lord provost produced a petition from Mr. William Wardlaw Inspector of
stating that the office of inspector or surveyor of the river Clyde hadriver clyde*
become vacant by the death of the late Robert Donald, esquire, and

1 Renewal of the war with Franco had been declared on 18th May. See p. 373.
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praying to be appointed to that office; which petition was appointed to
lye upon the table till next meeting of council, then to be taken under
consideration.

Collector of The magistrates and council, in pursuance of their act of the 20th
111 instant, proceeded to elect a collector of cess for the city of Glasgow in

room of John Carlile, lately deceased, and did unanimously elect
Laurence Craigie, esquire, present lord provost, to that office, with all
the powers possessed by the said John Carlile or any former collector
of cess, upon his finding sufficient caution for his intromissions in the
usual form; and farther, that the funds of the city should in no manner
be made liable for any arrears of cess not levied by the late Mr. Carlile
which the said Laurence Craigie should undertake to collect.

Mr. Basil Ronald, member of a committee appointed some time ago
for making a well in Taylor street, reported verbally that water had
been found, but not till after digging to the depth of forty feet, that
the committee had assurance of pecuniary assistance from the neigh­
bouring proprietors to the extent of about £25, but that the well could
not be completed of the aforesaid depth without an additional supply
of money. The council remit to the committee to examine the state and
quantity of the water in said new well, and to make a report thereon at
next council, when the matter should be farther considered.

The lord provost laid before the council a proposal made by colonel
Charles Campbell, present inspecting field officer for the district of

the Glasgow, that the city should lend him its name and countenance in
raising a regiment of the line of one thousand men, which he was con­
fident he would be able to do entirely at his own expense, but could not
personally make the offer to government, as no such offers were accepted
from individuals, though they were from communities, and that the
said regiment should be called the Glasgow Regiment; which proposal
was appointed to lye on the table.

The lord provost reported that, agreeably to the appointment of
council at last meeting, the magistrates had drawn up and signed an
address to the King upon the present important emergency, and trans­
mitted it to Lord Pelham to be presented to his Majesty, of which address
the tenor follows: —



1803.] OF THE BURGH OF GLASGOW. 373

To the Kings most excellent Majesty. The humble address of the lord
provost, magistrates, and common council of the city of Glasgow. May it
please your Majesty,—We, your Majestys most dutiful and loyal subjects,
the lord provost, magistrates, and common council of the city of Glasgow,
beg leave at this very important crisis to renew the assurance of our unshaken
loyalty and determined attachment to your Majestys person, crown, and
government, and while we do so it gives us pleasure to see that a spirit of
unanimity and resolution equal, if not superior, to what has appeared at any
former period now manifests itself all over the British empire. Thoroughly
satisfied of the implacable hatred of the present rulers of France towards this
country, and of their fixed resolution if possible to overthrow that glorious
constitution which cost our fathers so dear, and by which, under your
Majestys mild administration and the blessing of providence, we have enjoyed
an unexampled degree of happiness and prosperity, we feel ourselves
imperiously called upon to make great sacrifices of our time and property,
and to unite with our loyal fellow subjects throughout the realm in main­
taining and defending our rights and the honour and interest of our most
gracious Sovereign and in resisting to the uttermost the ambitious projects
of an insulting foe. Trusting in your Majestys paternal care, in the wisdom
of youi* councils and the skill and valoui- of your navy and army, combined
with the loyalty and spirit of your faithful subjects, and crowned with the
divine blessing, we feel no dismay at the threats of our enemy, but on the
contrary have well founded hopes that your Majesty will soon be enabled to
terminate the war with glory and to secure a safe, honourable, and lasting
peace. Signed and sealed [etc.], at Glasgow, the 23rd day of July, 1803.

16 August 1803

The lord provost produced a letter from the right honourable Lord Letter from
Pelham, one of his Majestys principal secretaries of state, informinglord Pelham-
his lordship that the address to his Majesty, lately sent up and whereof
a copy is engrossed in the last minutes of council, had been by him
presented to the King and received in the most gracious manner.

The council having resumed consideration of the application by Proposal for
Colonel Campbell for the co-operation or countenance of the city in™^x“®£
raising a regiment of the line, as mentioned in last minutes of council, 
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resolve to defer consideration of the matter till next meeting of council,
between and which time it is understood Colonel Campbell will com­
municate in writing his proposals more distinctly than he has yet done
and explain precisely what length he wishes the city to go in assisting
him.

Committee to The council having resumed consideration of the motion made at last
of counci?CtS meeting by Air. John Hamilton about altering the acts of council of
anent paving 8th August and 20th September 1798, relative to the causewaying of

streets not built upon, and also of the application of Messrs. Aluirhead,
Glen, and Cleland to the same effect, remit to John Hamilton [and
others], as a committee of council, to consider the proposed alteration
as to these acts, and to report their opinion relative thereto.

William The council having resumed consideration of Air. William Wardlaws
appomted in- applicati°n being appointed inspector of the operations made or to
spector <>f the be made for improving the navigation of the river Clyde, in the room
riA er Clyde. ^g jafe yjr Donald, did and hereby do unanimously appoint him to

that office, to be held by him during the will and pleasure of the
magistrates and council only, and augment the salary attached thereto
from <£60 to £100 sterling, payable quarterly; and appoint the river
committee to make out rules and instructions to the said William
Wardlaw with regard to his duties as inspector of the said river.

Precentor to The lord provost produced a letter from Dr. John Lockhart, minister
churchUe°e College church, recommending William Thomson, at Burnt Barns,

to be precentor in the said church and parish, in place of Alexander
Alurdoch, superannuated, and who retired at Candlemas last, and praying
that the quarters salary due at last Whitsunday might be allowed to the
said Alexander Alurdoch, and that due at Lammas last be paid to the
said William Thomson. Which letter having been considered by the
magistrates and council they delay consideration thereof till next meeting
of council.

Stand of The lord provost represented that owing to the regiment of volunteers
colours to the now raised in this city not being royal, one of the colours belonging to
first regiment . , , , , . , , , ..
of volunteers, the former regiment being blue could not be used by it, and proposed

that the town should provide the regiment with a new colour in its stead;
which being considered the magistrates and council agree to furnish the 
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said regiment with a pair of new colours, for which the chamberlain is
to pay and to allow the same in his accounts.

The magistrates and council authorize the committee formerly Precept for
appointed to superintend the repairs making on the High church to nF^churcli.
order payment to Messrs. Galloway and Anderson, wrights, of the balance
of their accounts, upon seeing a certificate by Mr. Stark that the work
is finished agreeable to the contract, and the committee being satisfied
thereof, and also to order payment of ten guineas to Mr. Brash for his
trouble in superintending the execution of the work.

The committee of council appointed at last meeting to examine the Report about
state and quantity of the water in the well sunk in Taylor street gave in Taylor Street.
a report bearing that they had opened the well and found 9^ feet of
water in it, the quality of which had been ascertained by Mr. John
Gardner, towns surveyor, to be tolerably good. That the proprietors in
tlie neighbourhood had contributed £25, which was about the difference
in making the well 40 feet deep instead of 21 feet, which the town had
formerly empowered the committee to make it; and the committee recom--
mended to the council to empower the master of work to erect the pump
as soon as possible and to pay the expence thereof (estimated by Messrs.
Bogle and Scott at about £40) besides what has been already incurred,
after deducting the £25 paid by the proprietors; that the sum already
disbursed by Mr. Ronald, one of the committee, was £38 3s. 8d., besides
which there was a small demand of Messrs. Galloway and Anderson for
wood used in securing the well. Which report having been considered
the magistrates and council authorise the master of work to employ
Messrs. Bogle and Scott to erect the pump, &c., in the said well and to

•pay the same and the other expences mentioned in the report.
•? ’■ Mr. John Laurie mentioned to the council that the sum of £10 sterling, Mr. Coulters
being one -years interest- of the fund mortified by the- deceased James tho'encour^
Coulter, esquire, for an annual premium to encourage inventions for the agement of
benefit of trade and manufactures, was in The hands- of the chamberlain, entl0ns»
there having been no claim made for it the year before last; that last/
year Mr. Robert Pirrie, a very ingenious man, had made a very useful
discovery, -which however did not procure him the premium because a
still more important invention had been made in a different line by 
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another person, hut Mr. Laurie moved that the said sum of £10 now
unapplied should he paid to the said Robert Pirrie; which being con­
sidered by the magistrates and council they approve of the motion and
appoint the said sum to be paid accordingly.

21 September 1803
Precentor in The magistrates and council having resumed consideration of the
churchUege application of Dr. Lockhart, recommending William Thomson to be

precentor of tbe College church and parish, in the room of Alexander
Murdoch, superannuated, who retired at Candlemass last, did and hereby
do appoint the said William Thomson to be precentor of the said church
and parish accordingly, and farther agree to Dr. Lockharts desire that
the quarters salary due last Whitsunday should be paid to the said
Alexander Murdoch and that due at Lammas to the said Williatn
Thomson; and authorize and appoint accordingly.

Proposal of Having resumed consideration of Col. Campbells request of the
ment unde^61' suPPor^ aQd countenance of the city in raising a regiment of the line to
the patronage be called the Glasgow Regiment, the lord provost produced a letter from
o e city. cojonej an(j another from Mr. Campbell, of Blytheswood, both upon

that subject, all which having been considered by the magistrates and
council they are of opinion that it would not be expedient to enter into
Colonel Compbells proposal, and therefore decline it for the present.

Committee to The committee to whom an authority was given last council to
in^ylorWeU comple^e the well in Taylor Street gave in a report stating that they
Street. had not taken any steps for that purpose, because they wished the council

to decide as to the account due to Galloway and Anderson which had
been given in to them, and amounted to no less than £24 7s. 2|d. The
magistrates and council having considered the case, authorise the
committee to proceed in completing the well according to the last act of
council.

Petition of
the tacksmen
of the weigh
house.

A petition was produced from William M'Farlane and company,
the tacksmen of the weigh house, stating the falling off of their receipt
of late and craving an abatement of rent or other relief; which being
considered by the magistrates and council they unanimously refuse the 
same.
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[George Andrew, keepei’ of bridwell, produced his accounts for the half Endwell
l u x x RCCOUntSyear from 2 January till 2 July last. During that period 153 persons hadpassed.

been imprisoned, of whom 78 had been liberated and 75 remained. Received
for earnings of prisoners, £412 5s. 9d. Expenditure (including £86 Os. 9d.,
paid to prisoners when liberated), £408 12s. 7d. Balance due to prisoners,
£3 13s. 2d. Paid by keeper for necessaries, £22 13s; his own wages, £40.
Balance due him on account for the hospital or sick room, £32 Is. 9d. Total
balance on both accounts, £91 Is. 7d., which the treasurer was authorised to
pay to the keeper.]

Subscribed a feu contract with William Glen, wood merchant in Fenton tract^
Glasgow, of part of lot (blank) of Meadowflat grounds for payment of theGien,
feu duties therein mentioned.

Subscribed a contract of feu with James Hill, ■writer in Glasgow, Feu^contract
and others, of part of the Meadowflat grounds marked F, for payment Rin anj
of the feu duties and others therein specified. others.

The lord provost mentioned that a subscription was going on in the Motion to
county in aid of the government allowances to cloathe and equip the towards
volunteer forces raising in the present emergency, and that a subscription of
for the same purpose had been set afoot in the town for the volunteers
belonging to the city, and he moved that the magistrates and council,
as representing the community, should subscribe a sum to this latter
fund; which motion having been considered by the magistrates and
council they unanimously approve thereof and appoint the lord provost
to subscribe in their names, from the funds of the community, five
hundred guineas, for the foresaid purpose, to be under the management
of a committee of the subscribers as fixed in the subscription papers.

3 October 1803
[Archibald Falconer, eldest bailie in the towns of Port Glasgow and Bailie of Port

Newark.] Glasgow.
Remit to the town clerks to investigate the title of the corporation Skinners

of skinners to a part of the piece of ground called the Skinners Green, Green*
near to the Molindiner burn, of which the said corporation have possession
and to which they pretend a right, and to report thereanent to the
council.
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Stand of A motion was made by the deacon conveener that the town should
posedto^ make a present of a stand of colours to the battali ion of volunteers now
trades volun- raising* in this citv by the trades house, as had been done to the first
t'Ccrs • * • • ~regiment of Glasgow volunteers, the consideration of which motion is

deferred till next meeting, of council.
Commis- The lord provost stated that, in order to carry into execution in this
income tax. c^y ^ie ac^ Passet^ in ^le session of parliament for laying a tax

upon income, it was necessary that the magistrates and council, as coming
in the place of commissioners of supply as far as regards the city, should
appoint seven commissioners for the purposes of the act and seven others
to supply vacancies; which being considered, the magistrates and council
unanimously did and do appoint the following gentlemen to be com­
missioners for carrying the said act into execution in Glasgow, viz.: —
Laurence Craigie, esquire, lord provost, and Janies Mackenzie, John
Hamilton, James Black, Cunningham Corbet, John Riddell, and David
Connel, esquires, all merchants in Glasgow; and to be supplementary
commissioners the following gentlemen, viz.:—John Gordon, John
Alston, Richard Dennieston, Robert Bogle, Archibald Smith, Henry
Glassford, and Archibald Campbell, esquires, merchants in Glasgow; and
authorise the lord provost immediately to inform the said gentlemen of
their appointment to the said offices.

4 October 1803
Election of [Laurence Craigie, provost; Archibald Campbell, James Robertson, and
provost and William Cuthbertson, of the merchant rank, and David Scott and William
ailies. 0£ the crafts rank, bailies.]

7 October 1803
Election of ' [Twelve merchants and eleven craftsmen councillors for the ensuing
councillors, year.]

12 October 1803 . ■ •. .
Dean of guild. [Robert Carrick, dean of gild; George Lyon, deacon convener; John
&c- Laurie, treasurer; Janies Cleland, bailie/and John Mann, conjunct bailie of

Gorballs; John M'Call, water bailie; Alexander'Stewart, depute bailie; Robert
Smellie, master of work; Alexander Struthers, visitor of maltmen; Kirkman 
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Finlay, bailie of Provan; John Bennet, procurator fiscal; John Orr and •
Richard Henderson, town clerks; Robert Thomson, depute town clerk.]

[Appointments of annual committee, directors of town’s hospital, Clyde Directors,
commissioners, bridge commissioners, committees on grammar School, trades- com-
mens accounts, and bridwell.] mitrees.

Nominate and appoint the lord provost [and others], as a committee Committee on
of council, for superintending- and directing and executing the different (?^een’ .
alterations and improvements which have been appointed by former acts
of council or which-may afterwards be appointed to be made on the
Green of Glasgow.

19 October 1803
[Persons in town’s hospital on 9 August last, 353, including chaplain,Assessment

housekeeper, clerk and 2 servants; poor children put out to nurse, 330; ^or Poon
families in indigent circumstances supplied with meal in their own houses,
367; families who receive reduced wages at the rate of 20s. yearly, 91;
estimated expense, £5105; revenue £830; deficiency and expense of collection,
£4350, to be raised by assessment.]

The magistrates and council considering that there has been no New survey
survey of the city for the purpose of levying the cess made for many OI the cifcJ’
years past, so that the survey on which the collection is made has lately
become very inapplicable to the actual state of the city, authorise the ■
magistrates to employ Mr. Andrew Bald, surveyor of the police, as soon
as may be to take a new survey of the city for the purpose of casting on
the cess, the expence thereof to be defrayed by an addition to the next
years assessment.

John Laurie, conveener of ' a committee appointed on the Common
8th February, 1802, to consider’ the petition of certain of ’ the Buchanan
inhabitants of Buchanan Street, Queen Street, &c., relative to a common Street.
sewer, reported that, after several meetings of the committee and
communications between them and the inhabitants upon the said matters,
the papers relative thereto had fallen by and could not be found, which
being considered the magistrates and council appoint the said John
Laurie [and . others] a committee to resume consideration of the said
matter, and to report to the magistrates and council- thereanent.

Re-appoint John Laurie [and others] a .committee of council for New commit­
tee oil ground
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(Imposing of the ground or ureas under the piazzas. And delay till next
meeting a consideration of a motion now made by the said John Laurie
that a piece of plate should be presented to John Morrison as a
mark of approbation of the very great attention he has bestowed on the
business in question.

The master of works, as conveener of the committee appointed last
council for considering as to the setting of the house at the foot of
the Saltmarket, belonging to the town, and possessed by Allan Foulis,
reported verbally that several applications had been made for it, and
that the committee were of opinion that the most advantageous way of
setting it would be by public roup; which being considered, the
magistrates and council authorise the said committee to set the said
house and yard pertaining thereto for such a number of years as they
may think most proper, not exceeding seven, care being taken to insert
in the tack and articles of roup a clause of breach in favour of the town
in case it shall be found expedient to sell the said house during the
currency of the tack, or to pull it down; and appoint the town clerks
to draw up the necessary advertisement and articles of roup, under the
directions of the said committee.

It was stated by Mr. Laurie, treasurer, that James Patton, collector
of the statute money for this city, had not shown any state or settlement
of his accounts for some years past, and that it was necessary a settlement
should be made without farther delay; which being considered the magis­
trates and council appoint James Black [and others], as a committee of
council, and ordain them without delay to procure a state of the said
James Pattons accounts and intromissions and payment of whatever
balance may be resting in his hands.

16 November 1803
The town clerks gave in a report relative to that part of the

ground beside the slaughterhouse called the Skinners Green, which is
presently occupied by the incorporation of skinners, bearing
That the ground in question is a part of the Skinners Green belonging to the
city, upon part of which the skinners had liberty from the magistrates and
council to dry their skins. That the magistrates and council, having erected 
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a slaughterhouse and flesh markets upon part of the said Green, in the year
1744, the skinners still continued to occupy the part of it not built upon and
which lay between the slaughter house and the Molindiner Burn, for the
purpose before mentioned. Being apprehensive that they might suffer injury
from the cattle which were brought for slaughter, they gave in a petition to
the council, upon the 17th of August, 1744, craving that they might be allowed
to use that part of the Green which lay betwixt the slaughter house and the
said burn, and that a dyke might be built around it to protect their goods
from the cattle. That this petition being remitted to a committee, the
magistrates and council, upon a report by them, upon the 14th of September
said year, allowed the skinners, upon their own charges, to enclose the ground
from the said market and slaughter house to the burn, and to have a gate
and windlass thereon for their entry for drying their wool and leather, and
the ground to be possessed by the skinners for the purpose foresaid, during
the councils pleasure, who in case the council think fit to apply that piece of
ground to another use that they, the skinners, shall remove from the same,
the town paying them the expense of the inclosing, as shall be determined by
neutral persons to be chosen for that end.1 That the skinners have, therefore,
only a right to possess the Green during the pleasure of the magistrates and
council, and are bound to remove whenever required, upon being allowed
the value of the dyke erected by them as it shall be ascertained by neutral
persons.
Which report being- considered by the magistrates and council they
approve thereof and appoint the town clerks to take the proper steps for
removing the skinners from the possession of the said Green, that the
same may be in readiness to be applied to such uses as the council may
think best.

The committee formerly appointed to set the premises possessed by get of the
Allan Foulis reported that they had set the same by public roup to the ^°^se
said Allan Foulis, as highest bidder, for seven years from Whitsunday Saltmarket.
next, at the rate of £170 per annum. The magistrates and council approve
of the said set, which contains a great rise of rent, and authorise the
committee to subscribe the tack on the part of the town.

The magistrates and council unanimously resolve to present a piece a piece of
of plate to Mr. John Morison, late deacon conveener, for the great atten- P^te voted

r ° to John
1 Glasg. Rec., vol. vi., pp. 182-3. Morrison. 
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tion paid by him to the sale of the areas under the piazzas, from which the
town had derived great advantage, .and remit to Messrs. John Laurie and
Archibald Newbigging to order a proper and suitable piece of plate and
present the same to Mr. Morison, and authorise the chamberlain to pay
for it upon their signing the account.

The lord provost produced a letter of this date, from Mr. John Wother-
spoon, who is involved in a law suit.before the court of session with the
corporation of bakers, in consequence of his having managed a bakehouse
under the authority of the magistrates and council for the purpose of
supplying the inhabitants with bread at a cheaper rate than the members
of the. corporation did, which letter inclosed one from Mr. Dillon, Mr.
Wotherspoons agent, pressing for payment of an account of £22 IDs. 8d.,
incurred in defending the said process, and one from Mr. Orr, the senior
town clerk, respecting the probability of Mr. Wotherspoons ultimate
success in the action, of which last letter the tenor follows: —

“ Greenbank, 10th .October, 1803. My lord provost,—You will remember
that Mr. Wotherspoon some time ago applied to the magistrates and council
to pay or at least to contribute towards payment of his law suit with the
bakers, but the council declined to come to a determination on that point till
I gave them my opinion as to the probability of Mr. Wotherspoons success in
that law suit. I have perused all the papers in it with great attention. Altho’
it is perhaps neither easy nor prudent for ones own reputation to give an
opinion upon the issue of litigations before the court of session, which are
frequently diiierent from what the generality of people may conceive with
regard to the merits of the cases, yet I have ho hesitation in expressing my
opinion in this case in favor of Mr. Wotherspoon, who I think will prevail,

. . at least in the material points of the question between him and the bakers.
I would therefore humbly advise the magistrates and council to comply with
Mr. Wotherspoons request, as it is a matter in which the city and inhabitants
of Glasgow are very much interested ; and even if some of the points were to
be given against Mr. Wotherspoon I think the magistrates and council are
fully entitled to try the matter, so as to bring these points to a clear and
decided issue. I have the honor to be, &c. (signed) John Orr.”
All which having been considered by the magistrates and council they
authorise the committee appointed on that business in February last to 
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proceed with the said law suit at the towns charges and in the meantime
to order payment by the chamberlain of the said account of £22 19s. 8d.

The magistrates and council having resumed consideration of a Cylours to the
motion formerly made that the town should present each of the two Highland
regiments of volunteers called the trades corps and the Highland corps corPs-
with a stand of colours, the lord provost mentioned that tho’ the colours
used by the two regiments of Glasgow volunteers raised last war could not
be given to these corps from their not being royal regiments, yet that at a
small expence one colour of each pair could be altered so as to suit them,
so that the town would only be put to the expence of half a pair of colours
to each regiment; which being considered, the magistrates and council
unanimously agree to present a stand of colours to each of the said
regiments and also to present to the present troop of Glasgow Light Horse Standard to
the standard borne by the troop raised last war, the necessary alterations Light°Horee.
on the same being first made at the towns expence.

Authorise the treasurer to pay to the ten beadles of Glasgow and Precept to
their assistants £2G 10s. sterling as their charge for taking up the names mUiti^busi-
of the inhabitants of the Barony parish for the general array militia andness.
army of reserve and for other business in raising the militia and reserve
since the names were so taken up, conform to an account produced.

The master of work produced an account sent to him by Mr. James Expence of a
Cook, one of the deputy baillies of Gorbals, for the expence of a lustre andg^balls
branches put up in the hall of the chapel of Gori) alls, amounting to chapel.
£6 7s. 4d., with a letter expressing his expectation that the town would
pay the same, the consideration of which is delayed till next meeting of
council.

Appoint It obert Austin [and others] a committee of council to fix Streets in
and ascertain the levels of the'different streets running through the
Meadowflat grounds, particularly the upper part thereof.

The towns agents at Edinburgh gave in a state of the processes and State of towns
other branches of business under their management [MS., Council Record, Edinburgh0
pp. 22-36; including the following:—]

itt the time the last, report was furnished the cause stood upon an order Declarator
on Mr. Campbell to lodge answers to the second petition to the court for the damages,
magistrates, which he having done, the court, on 7th December, 1802, pro- Blythswood. 



384 EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS [1803.

nounced an interlocutor adhering to their former judgement and finding the
magistrates liable in expences besides the dues of extract. Those expences the
agents for the city of Glasgow have accordingly paid.

Petition to On this petition nothing yet conclusive has been done by the court of
weUaM justiciary. After repeated attempts to bring it forward it was at last taken
prison. up by their lordships, but owing to some dubiety having occurred to them

they declined at that time giving a judgement, altho they did not assign any
specific reason.

Aid in repair- Altho’ from the very favorable report given by the barons of exchequer
ing and orna-to the lords of the treasury there was every reason to exnect that the sum of
mentmgHigh . . , . . .church. <£400 would have been granted towards defraying the expence of the improve­

ments, &c., then making on the cathedral of Glasgow, still his Majesty was
pleased to restrict the sum to be bestowed to <£200 sterling, which has since
been received by the barons of exchequer and remitted to the chamberlain of
the city.

Claim for the [Replies by Perth to the answers for Glasgow having been given in, the
convention] wishing the matter to be more fully investigated before giving their
opinion, ordered both parties to lodge printed memorials on the point, betwixt
and 1st January next, for their consideration against next meeting, when the
question will be determined.

Tweedale having been convicted by the magistrates on a complaint exhibited
against him for stealing lead from a house in Glasgow, he was sentenced to be
imprisoned till Wednesday, 30th April, when he was to be brought forth and
exposed to view on the platform above the jaill door, for half an hour, with
a labell on his breast denoting his crime, and thereafter banished the city
of Glasgow and liberties, for life, &c. Against this sentence he presented a bill
of suspension and liberation to the court of justiciary, which being followed
with answers, the court suspended the sentence as to standing on the platform,
and modified the duration of banishment to three years, with certification if
he should be found during that space he would be committed to br id well for
six months and again banished.

Perth.

Suspension
and libera­
tion,
Tweedale
against the
procurator
fiscal.

13 December 1803

Lustre in Having resumed consideration of the account presented at last
Gorballs meeting of council of the expense of the lustre or chandelier put up in

r the chapel of Gorballs, the magistrates and council agree that the same 
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shall be paid by the town, and authorise the chamberlain to pay it
accordingly, with this condition that the baillies of Gorballs shall here­
after take care that the court room in the chapel, in which the said
chandelier is hung up, be not let as a dancing room or for any similar
purpose.

The lord provost produced a letter from Alexander Oswald and James Letter about
Buchanan, esquires, representing the great inconveniency and l°ss disking
sustained by the farmers on the Renfrew and Paisley roads from the dung.
want of a place for depositing dung, and praying that the magistrates
and council would grant their concurrence to the applying to that
purpose a part of their remaining field of nether Windmiln Croft,
provided a bargain can be made with William Barr, the present tenant
therein, for the period of his lease; which being considered remit to
John Hamilton [and others], as a committee, to inspect the ground,
consider the proposal, and report their opinion.

There was produced a letter to the magistrates and council from Letter from
Archibald Spiers, esquire, of Elderslie, stating that by their operations about damage
upon the river Clyde he had been much injured upon his lands in done to his
Renfrewshire, and requesiing that measures might be adopted to havesr°und'
the damage settled; which being considered the magistrates and council
direct the chamberlain to inform Air. Speirs in answer to the said letter
that they think the best method for having the said damage ascertained
and settled would be for him to apply to the sheriff of the county and
have a jury sit upon it in terms of the river act.

Appoint baillie Cuthbertson [and others] a committee to consider a Repairing
petition from the North West session, stating that the North West^u\S7eSt
church had become incommodious and uncomfortable, and praying that
the same might be repaired and internally renewed, with instructions
to the said committee to inspect the church particularly and report what
repairs appeared to be necessary.

A petition was presented from John Weir, player upon the music Player on
bells of the city, craving an addition to his salary, which is appointedmusic bells-
to be taken into consideration next meeting of council.

The committee appointed to consider a petition from certain Report about
inhabitants of Buchanan Street and Queen Street respecting a common^™™

2 B
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Buchanan sewer gave in a report with the draft of a deed of agreement, which
Street. report bears :—

“ That in consequence of the remit contained in the act of council above
mentioned the committee adjusted with the subscribers to the common sewer
the terms of an agreement, by which the subscribers assign to the town their
interest in the common sewer and renounce any claim which they have in con­
sequence of having contributed to the making, reserving, however, their
priviledges of communication between the property belonging to them at the
date of their subscriptions, and on the other part the town are to undertake
cleaning and repairing of it. That the draft of the said deed is produced with
the report and that the committee suggest the propriety of authorising them
to proceed in getting the deed completed and that they should be authorized to
settle with Mr. John Stirling his claim for advances towards making the common
sewer.”
Which having been considered the magistrates and council approve of
the said report and draft of agreement, and authorise the committee to
execute the same when extended, and also to settle with Air. Stirling
his claims for advances as mentioned in the report.

The committee on the quarries, to whom had been remitted the
consideration of a petition from Walter Johnston, mason, and formerly
tacksman of one of the towns quarries, gave in a report bearing that
they were of opinion he had no claim on the town for the expences
mentioned in the said petition, which being considered the magistrates
and council approve of the report and refuse the desire of the petition.

Petition from Remit to the same committee to consider and report upon a petition
the tenants of 0£ Andrew Brown, Matthew Paterson, Allan Stirling, and William
the Alilnstone °
quarry. Scott, masons, for alledged damages for the loss of a tack of the Miln-

stone quarry.
Meeting of Authorise the chamberlain to appear and vote on the part of the
Covan^ m t°wn *n a meeting of the heritors of the parish of Govan, to be held on

the 15th of this month, for carrying through the business now in
dependance in that parish in consequence of the act lately passed
respecting the provisions for parish schoolmasters,1 of which meeting

1 43 Geo. III., c. 54, “an Act for making better government of the Parish Schools of
betterprovisionfortheParochialScholmasters, Scotland” (11 June 1S03).
and for making further regulations for the

Report on
Walter
Johnstons
memorial.
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intimation was given to the lord provost by a letter from Air. Pollock,
the minister of the parish.

Authorise the town clerks to take the necessary steps for having Sheds on Port
the two tofalls or sheds on the quays of Port Glasgow removed, which qJay8°W
are expressly reserved in the feu contract between the city and Mr.
John Dunlop.

Subscribed a blench contract with Laurence Craigie, esquire, and New theatre.
others, for that part of lot H of Meadowflat sometime ago feued to the
subscribers for a new theatre in this city, and whereon a theatre is at
present erecting.

19 December 1803
The magistrates and council having resumed consideration of the Salary for

petition of John Weir, player upon the music bells, agree to give him musicleUs?6
£5 of addition to his present salary of £25, so as to make the same £30
per annum, the addition to take place for the year beginning at
Martinmas last.

The lord provost informed the magistrates and council that his Monument to
principal reason for calling them together was on account of the vacancyofjS^Orr
occasioned in the town clerkship by the decease of John Orr, esquire, late town
advocate, the senior town clerk, who had died on the 16th instant, where- clerk*
upon the magistrates and council, taking into their consideration the
important services rendered by Mr. Orr to the City of Glasgow during the
period of twenty two years, for which time he had held the office of town
clerk, and his high character as an upright judge, a distinguished lawyer,
an indefatigable man of business, and an honest man, did upon the
motion of Mr. John Laurie, seconded by Mr. John Hamilton, unani­
mously resolve that as a public mark of approbation and respect to his
memory a monument should be erected to him in the choir of the High
church, at the expence of the city; and nominate and appoint Messrs.
Laurie, Hamilton, and James Black a committee to consider and deter­
mine upon the particular kind of monument, and to report their opinion
to the council.

The lord provost laid before the magistrates and council written Applications
applications he had 1'eceived for the office of town clerk, vacant by Mr.
Orrs death, from the following gentlemen, viz., Robert Hamilton,
advocate, sheriff depute of the county of Lanark, Robert Davidson,
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advocate, professor of law in the University of Glasgow, Archibald
Graham, writer and banker in Glasgow, Robert Graeme, sheriff substitute,
Glasgow, John Fleming, writer in Glasgow, and Robert Thomson, depute
town clerk; after which his lordship mentioned that as it was probable
more candidates might come forward it would be proper all the gentlemen
of the magistracy and council should keep themselves entirely disengaged
for some days, to which recommendation the council unanimously assented.

1 Upon the representation of the master of works that the fire engines
belonging to the city were all very old and some of them very crazy and
almost past repairing, and that their insufficiency had been found at the
fire which happened in a cotton mill in the Gorbals on the 17th instant,
appoint the magistrates, the master of work, and Mr. John Laurie, a
committee to consider of the proper mode of applying to the different
offices doing insurances against fire in Glasgow, and who derive the
principal benefit from the establishment of the fire engines, for new
engines or at least a contribution for procuring them, in proportion to
the business they do, and to report to the council their success in that
measure.

Mr. John Morison produced a letter from Robert Moffat, occupier of a
■. park marching with the towns lands at Provan mill, stating that the
dyke between the properties had fallen down, and praying that he would
communicate the matter to the council and get authority for its being-
rebuilt at the joint expence of the town and him; which being considered
by the magistrates and council they remit the matter to Mr. Morison to
make enquiry respecting the same and to report.

Authorise the treasurer to pay £10 17s. sterling to the town officers
for services done by them in the business of raising the citys quota of the
militia and army of reserves, conform to an accompt thereof produced to
the council.

Mr. Morison
to enquire
about state of
Provan
dykes.

28 December 1803
The lord provost produced a memorial addressed to the magistrates

and council by Robert Gray, James M£Nair, James Fairie, and eight
other gentlemen, shippers of coal upon the river Clyde, setting forth that
by the acts of parliament establishing tolls or tonnage duties upon goods
carried on the said river provision is made for reducing or altogether
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discontinuing the tolls upon coals, in the event of the monies advanced
upon the toll dues of the river being paid up in such manner as the said
acts point out, that the memorialists had been led to believe that there was
now foundation for an application to the magistrates and council, as com­
missioners on the river, for a reduction of the said tonnage dues, and
therefore praying to be allowed inspection of the books and vouchers
relative to the subject in the hands of those who manage the revenue of
the Clyde for the city of Glasgow, as the said memorial more fully bears;
which being considered by the magistrates and council they refer the said
memorial to the committee upon the river to consider the same and to
report.

The committee upon Port Glasgow harbour gave in a report upon that Report on
business [including the “proposed improvements at the west end of the Fore^tj^lasgow
Street,’’ and “ the machine which has been built for cleaning the harbour.”
The machine was] “ set to work on the east of the mid quay, and altho’ the
four horses which were employed, owing to their not being accustomed to such
a machine, did not go so steadily as to enable the committee to judge sufficiently
of the expedition and full effect of its operations, yet they have reason to think
that it will answer the end for which it was intended. They were sorry,
however, to find that the expence of the machine, with one pont or boat for
receiving the sand or other stuff thrown up by it, should amount to no less than
about £1,800, and that still three more boats would be necessary to be built,
which would cost about £150 each, as when the machine is at work two of
them will always require to be along side receiving while two are away dis­
charging the stuff thrown up by the machine. The committee were of opinion
that these boats should immediately be ordered to be built in order to be ready
in the spring, and that in the meantime baillie Falconer and Mr. Wood should
be authorised to advertise for contractors to provide proper gin, horses and men
to work the machine, under the direction of one of Mr. Wood’s foremen or other
person to be appointed by them to superintend the work.” Which report being
considered by the magistrates and council they unanimously approve of the
same.

Having resumed consideration of the vacancy in the town clerkship, Procedure
and the lord provost, in addition to the applications for the same laid °owneCti°n
before the council at last meeting, produced one from Mr. James Reddie, clerks.
advocate, and thereafter moved that, in consequence of the great increase



390 EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS [1803.

of business, there should be henceforth three instead of two principal
clerks, and that the fees of office should be drawn by them in certain
proportions to be fixed by the council; which being considered, the council

Resolve in agree and resolve that there shall be three joint clerks, but delay the
thermal? be determination of what share of fees shall be drawn by each of them till
three princi- next meeting of council, which is appointed to be on Friday next, the
clerks'711 30th instant, at two o’clock p.m., at which time the same is to be fixed;

and farther enact that no person who may be elected clerk shall hold
any other office or place without the express allowance of the magistrates
and council.

30 December 1803

Letter from The lord provost produced an extract from the minutes of a meeting
th^poor f°r the assessors appointed for laying on the assessment for the main-
aboutinspec- tenance of the poor, whereof the tenor follows: —
tion of their
books. “ Glasgow, 15th December, 1803. The collector submitted to the meeting the

following consideration for their opinion to determine his future conduct, viz.,
whether all have a right who pay a proportion of the assessment to peruse the
whole list and take notes therefrom if they shall think it necessary. The
meeting were clearly and unanimously of opinion that it would be highly
improper to allow any person to peruse the whole list, much more that they
should be permitted to extract notes from it, and conceived all that can in
justice be required is a sight of their own names and proportion of assessment
annexed thereto, with the docquet, to which they (the assessors) had individually
subscribed their names. From this every one will at once see if they are
properly charged and learn with more certainty whether they are over assessed
or not than by comparing their proportion with that of others. The meeting
were perfectly sensible that their powers are limited to proportioning the assess­
ment, and therefore requested Cunningham Corbett, esquire, preses, to com­
municate their sentiments to the lord provost, that he would be pleased to lay
the matter before the magistrates and council for their approbation and enact­
ment into law.”

Which being considered by the magistrates and council they nominate
and appoint James Mackenzie [and others], as a committee, to consider
the same and to report their opinion thereon.
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There was produced a letter to the lord provost from proprietors on Letter from
, . , „ \ , , . r. .i. p 11 proprietors inthe west side of Hanover Street, whereof the tenor follows:— Hanover

“ Glasgow, 29th December, 1803. My lord provost,—Being desirous of liberty
to open Hanover Street for the purpose of forming a common sewer, which we
consider not more a personal accommodation to us than a public convenience
and comfort, and the magistrates and council being always well disposed and
accustomed to promote the cleanliness and beauty of every part of the city and
to grant the reasonable petitions of the inhabitants, will your lordship be pleased
to lay before them this our humble representation and request to be allowed
to carry a common sewer down the middle of Hanover Street, on the west side
of which our property lies?”
Which being considered by the magistrates and council they remit the
same to the committee on the common sewer to consider and report.

Having resumed consideration of the vacancy in the town clefkship Proportion of
and the procedure that took place thereon at last council, the magistrates in*
and council unanimously confirm the resolution then proposed and agreed future by the

• • • clerksto, that there shall be three joint clerks, and with regard to the share
of emoluments to be drawn by each, unanimously resolve and appoint that
the whole emoluments of office being divided into sixteen equal parts
the person who may be appointed first clerk shall be entitled to draw
seven sixteenths, Mr. Henderson, the present town clerk, five sixteenths,
and the person who may be appointed third clerk four sixteenths; and
appoint a meeting of council to be held on Friday next, the 6th day of
January, 1804, for electing the first and third town clerks.

6 January 1804

The magistrates and council proceeded to the election of the first town Procedure
clerk, according to the appointment at last meeting of council, when the election ofthe
lord provost produced a letter from Professor Robert Davidson, first town
one of the candidates for that office, whereof the tenor follows:— clerk.

“ Glasgow College, 6th January, 1804. My lord,—I had the honor of writing
your lordship on the 2nd current, mentioning that I was willing to accept the
office of city clerk, under a declaration that I should consider the town council
under no tie to re-elect me at Michaelmas next unless I resigned the professor­
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ship, on their desiring me to do so. Since that period, however, 1 have weighed
the subject maturely and have also consulted with ray friends, and I have now
come to the determination that I cannot accept of the office of city clerk if
qualified with the condition of resigning my situation in the college. I shall
ever regret deeply if this determination shall deprive me of so honourable an
appointment, but altho’ this should be the consequence I shall nevertheless
have much reason to be both proud and grateful for the highly respectable
support which I have met with in the course of the canvas. I have the honor
to remain, with the utmost respect, my lord, your lordships much obliged and
most obedient servant. (Signed) Robert Davidson. (Addressed) the Lord
Provost of Glasgow.”

Mr. Robert
Thomson
unanimously
elected third
town clerk.

Which letter having been read it was moved that the magistrates and
council, in virtue of the power reserved in the act of council of the 28th
day of December last, should dispense with Air. Davidsons resigning the
office of professor of law in the college, in the event of his being chosen
town clerk, which motion being seconded, the vote "was put—dispense or
not—when it was carried by a great majority that the council should not
dispense with Air. Davidsons retaining his chair in the university, and
that in consequence of his determination to hold the same, expressed in
the said letter, he was not eligible to the office of town clerk. The lord
provost then produced a letter from Air. John Fleming, another candidate
for the town clerkship, stating that he declined making farther applica­
tion; and Air. Andrew Patton mentioned that Air. Robert Graeme, another
candidate, had also withdrawn his application. AVhereupon the council
proceeded to the election and did unanimously elect James Reddie,
esquire, advocate, to be first town clerk till the term of Alichaelmas next,
with power to him to exercise and enjoy all the duties and privileges of the
said office, conform to former practice and the act of council passed on the
30th day of December last, under this declaration that he should
immediately resign whatever places or offices he may at present hold, and
appoint intimation of his election to be given him that he may attend
and qualify at next meeting of council.

The council then proceeded to elect the third town clerk, in terms
of their former appointment above mentioned, when Air. Robert Thomson,
present depute clerk, was unanimously chosen to that office, and having 
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appeared in council accepted thereof and took the oath de fideli
administratione officii, and took and swore the oaths of allegiance and
abjuration and subscribed the same with the assurance.

Having taken under consideration the different applications for the Hugh Park to
bursaries in the university in the gift of the town, at present vacant, and okl^ollege01

which have been advertised in terms of the act of council of date thelibrary-
13th day of December last, nominate and appoint Hugh Park, student
in divinity, to be library keeper of the old library of the College of
Glasgow, upon the mortification of Mr. Thomas Hutcheson, as explained
by an act of council dated the 28th day of February, 1782.

24 January 1804

Mr. James Reddie, first town clerk, appeared and took the oath Mr. Reddie,
de fideli administratione officii, and also took and swore the oaths of ckrk^accepts
allegiance and abjuration. and qualifies.

The lord provost, as conveener of the committee appointed to treat Report about
with the agents for the different fire insurance offices respecting* thefire enSmes-
expence of procuring and upholding fire engines, reported that he and
the magistrates having had a meeting and full conversation on the subject
with the said agents, a smaller committee, consisting of gentlemen of both
parties, had been appointed to reduce to writing what appeared to be the
general sense of the meeting, which committee had accordingly drawn
up a report, a copy whereof his lordship then laid before the council, and
the same having been read, the magistrates and council delay the con­
sideration thereof till next meeting of council.

The lord provost produced a written proposal for raising a fund to Proposal
supply this city with water, which having been read the magistrates and abou^ supply-
council delay the consideration thereof till next meeting. water/*

The committee of council appointed on the 30th day of last month to Report about.
consider the minute of the meeting of the assessors for apportioning thea minute for
poors fund gave in a report, whereof the tenor follows:— Sthe^oor^

“ The committee beg leave to state that upon looking into a late process
betwixt this city and Robert Carrick, esquire, banker, regarding an assessment
for the poor, they find that the court of session, by an interlocutor dated the
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16th day of December, 1800, decerned against him for payment of the assess­
ment laid on him, but found that he had a right to demand an inspection of
the books kept by the assessors relative to the assessment for the poor, and to
examine the same, and therefore till that interlocutor be reversed the suggestion
of the assessors cannot be complied with. It is the opinion, however, of the
committee that the books of the assessors should be kept by the collector at the
towns hospital ready for inspecting, at all reasonable hours, by such persons
as may wish to examine them. The committee beg leave, farther, to say that
they see no good which can follow from the inspection by any individual, in so
far as regards the assesment laid on others, because by act of parliament of
James VI., in the year 1579, cap. 74 (which has been acted upon till this date),
the lord provost and baillies of burghs, and such as they shall call to their
assistance, are empowered in their gude discretion to tax and stent for the
support of the poor, for each year, the hail inhabitants within the burghs,
according to the estimation of their substance;1 and therefore tho’ they may
for any particular year judge erroneously, even in the eyes of some of the
persons assessed, as to the substance of any other individuals in the roll, yet
it cannot be expected that the mere opinion of these persons would determine
fifteen assessors (who upon oath have acted to the best of their judgment) to
alter their assessment in so far as regards these individuals; and besides the
magistrates and assessors of burghs are changing annually, so that no pre­
meditated plan of overtaxing any of the inhabitants can be followed out.”
Which being considered by the magistrates and council they approve of
the said report.

Report on The committee on the river, to whom was remitted the memorial
theshipperT presented to the magistrates and council upon 28th December last, by
of coal on the James M'Nair and others, shippers of coal upon the Clyde, gave in a

report of which the tenor follows:—
“ In consequence of a remit to us by the magistrates and council, accompanied
by a memorial addressed to them \antea, pp. 388-9], we, your committee,
have read over the two acts of parliament relative to the improvement of the
river Clyde, and we do not see any section in either of them entitling the
gentlemen who subscribe the memorial to a perusal or examination of the books
and vouchers kept for the navigation of the river, this being entirely vested
in the commissioners named and appointed by the acts for the above mentioned

1 Acts of the Parliaments of Scotland (Record Edition), 1579, c. 12, vol. iii., p. 141. 



1804.] OF THE BURGH OF GLASGOW. 395

purposes, and who have annually examined and docqueted them since the
operations on the river commenced. Your committee have further to observe
that the commissioners and trustees have an interest in the reduction of the
river dues as well as the memorialists, and that it may be supposed that they
will attend thereto so soon as the act may be obtempered and the creditors on
the river satisfied. Glasgow, 12th January, 1804.”

Which report having been considered by the magistrates and council
they approve thereof, and appoint the town clerks to send an extract of
the act of council to the gentlemen who made the application.

The committee appointed to consider the memorial of Andrew Brown, Report on the
Matthew Paterson, Allan Stirling, and William Scott, masons, claiming IV
compensation for alledged damages from not being allowed to continue Millstone
to work the Millstone quarry, in consequence of Mr. Campbell of9uarrJ-
Blythswood having evicted the same from the city, gave in a report
bearing that they were of opinion the said memorialists had no claim
upon the city for any damages; which having been considered the magis­
trates and council approve of the report.

Mr. John Morrison, to whom was remitted to inspect the marchReporton the
dyke between the towns land of Provan mill and those of Mrs. Bae ^thefands
Crawford, gave in the following report:— of Provan.

“ Agreeable to act of council of the 19th December, 1803, I examined the
mean dyke betwixt the lands of Provan Mill and those of Mrs. Rae Crawford,
which is entirely out of repair and unserviceable. I have also looked into the
tacks which are silent as to upholding dykes. Therefore it is my opinion that
the said dyke should be rebuilt at the joint expence of the town and Mrs. Rae
Crawford. Glasgow, 23rd January, 1804.”

Which having been considered, the magistrates and council approve of
the same, and remit to Air. Alorison to take the necessary measures, along'
with Mrs. Rae Crawford, or her tenant in the lands, to get the said dyke
rebuilt, and to report an account of the towns part of the expence to be
repaid by the chamberlain.

Mr. Morison, as conveener of the committee appointed in February Report about
last to examine that piece of the ground of Provan called the officers
paffle, for which the town draws no rent at present, and to repdrt their 
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opinion with regard to selling or setting it gave in a report, of which the
tenor follows: —
“ The committee report that they went to the ground of the above mentioned
paffle, which they think may consist of from five to six acres, part of which
is rocky and part arable, with a house and small barn, and till within these two
or three years past had also a small byre, which the occupier had allowed to
fall down and afterwards sold all the stones, with those also of some dykes that
had fallen, and in a short time the houses must go the same way if not taken
notice of. Therefore, considering the distance this small property lies from the
city (five miles), which is likely the cause of its being overlooked and almost
forgotten as belonging thereunto, the committee are of opinion that it should
be sold with all convenient speed. (Signed). Glasgow, 11th January, 1804.”
Which having been considered, the magistrates appoint the town clerks
to examine and report as to the present state of the towns title to the said
paffle, with authority in the meantime to take the necessary steps of law
to get the present tenant removed, if they find matters ripe for such
a measure.

Procedure Mr. Gilbert Hamilton stated that the present bankrupt act for
renewal of the Scotland expires upon 25th March next, and that it is of the greatest
bankrupt act. public consequence that the same should be immediately renewed, with

such improvements as might have occurred, which, however, could not
have been easily done unless the city of Glasgow took an active part in
the measure; which being considered, the magistrates and council resolve
to take the subject under consideration at next meeting, and in the
meantime appoint the lord provost to correspond with the lord provost
of Edinburgh as to the assistance which that city may be disposed to give
in procuring a renewal of the act.

Petition There was produced a petition from the feuars in Hutcheson relative
brid^Vover611 ProPose<l wooden bridge across the Clyde, opposite the foot of Salt-
the thyde. market Street, with a plan of the bridge and model of the wooden pieces

thereof, and of which petition the tenor follows: —
“ 23rd January, 1804. Unto the honourable the magistrates and town council
of Glasgow, the petition of the feuars of Hutcheson and othex* subscribers to the
timber bridge proposed to be erected over Clyde opposite the foot of Saltmarket
Street, humbly sheweth that your honors were pleased by an act of council, 
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dated 1st April, 1803, to allow the petitioners to erect the said bridge and to
give access to it from the foot of Saltmarket Street thro the Green, by a
gravel road of twelve feet wide to be made at the expence of the town. That
in consequence of obtaining such liberty from your honors the petitioners
appointed a committee to procure plans of the bridge and raise the necessary
sum by subscription for defraying the expence, which at the lowest estimate
upon the plan that had been approved of was found to be upwards of £2,300,
a sum far exceeding the expectation of those interested. Much exertion was used
in procuring subscriptions, but as it was found impossible to get an adequate
sum filled up the petitioners have in consequence been obliged to relinquish
that plan and are now' resolved, if your honors shall give permission to have
the bridge erected on a rather less scale by reducing the gangway to the breadth
of seven feet, which is quite sufficient for foot passengers, and as the act of
council above referred to restricts the breadth of the gangway to nine feet it is
necessary to have your honors concurrence to the proposed alteration. A plan
of the bridge now proposed, drawn by Mr. Nicholson, is herew’ith submitted to
your honors consideration, and as the petitioners are exceedingly anxious that
the bridge should be begun to as soon as the season will admit, they hope your
honors will approve of the plan and allow the same to be executed. . May it
therefore please your honors to alter the former act of council in so far as to
allow the gangway of the bridge to be limited to seven feet, and the petitioners
will ever be grateful. (Signed) John Russell, conveener of the committee of
management. To leave room for the future erection of an iron or stone bridge
on the old foundations it is proposed to erect this one a little farther up the
river, whereby the south end of it w’ill be opposite the centre between Crown
and Rose Streets, and the north end will be more directly opposite the foot of
Saltmarket. This new' scite has a more equal and firm foundation and free of
the pooling rapid run of the river between the remains of the former piers.”
Which having been considered the magistrates and council agree to the
reduction of the breadth of the bridge, but before answer as to the change
in its scite and position appoint John Laurie [and others] a committee
to examine and report upon that subject.

Authorize the chamberlain to pay to the beadles of the eight parishes Precept to
of Glasgow, and those of the Barony and Gorbals, for summoning persons beadles.
drawn in the militia and army of reserve for the subdivision of the city
and suburbs and performing other business relative to the raising’ the
citys quota of men in the proportions specified in an accompt produced.
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The desire There was presented a petition from Thomas Rowan, farmer in
aboutUater- Bellahouston, and Walter Donald, farmer at Shieldhall, tacksmen of the
side grass. grass grounds at Inch belonging to Archibald Speirs, esquire, to the

magistrates and town council, as trustees on the river Clyde, craving
to be allowed the sum of fifty guineas for damages alledged to be sustained
by them in the years 1802 and 1803, in consequence of the formation of a
towing path upon the south side of the Clyde along the said grass lands;
which having been considered, the magistrates and council, in respect
that an application upon the very same subject has been made by Mr.
Speirs, landlord of the petitioners, and is now depending, refuse the
desire of the petition.

28 February 1804

Letters about The lord provost produced a letter from the Phoenix fire office,
fire engines. London, dated 14th February current, and also a letter from the Sun

fire office, London, dated 8th February current, relative to the proposed
plan of a fire engine establishment in the city. In these letters the
directors and managers of the above mentioned offices declined entering
into any positive engagements for the promotion or support of the proposed
establishment; and the said letters having been considered, the magis­
trates and council refer the same to the committee formerly authorized
to take charge of this business, and appoint them to report.

Sewer in There was produced a report by the committee on the common sewers,
Hanover of which the tenor follows: —
Street.

“ The above mentioned committee report it as their opinion that a common
sewer of the same dimensions with the present one running along the north side
of Georges Square should be made, leading up Hanover Street, as petitioned for,
but as the city has now got the whole common sewers into their own hands, that
the intended common sewer should be executed by the city, and that the
petitioners should be bound to pay such a sum as shall be fixed upon between
them and the committee for liberty of communicating therewith. Glasgow, 28th
February, 1804.”
Of which report the magistrates and council approve, appoint the work to
be executed without delay by the master of work, assisted by the chamber-
lain, and authorise the said committee to enter into an agreement with 
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the petitioners with regard to the sums which they are respectively to pay
for the priviledge of having a communication with the proposed common
sewer.

The committee on the Northwest Church gave in the following Report of
committee on

report: — Northwest

“ The committee appointed to consider a petition from the Northwest session,
respecting repairing or new seating the church, report that they have examined
said church with attention, and are of opinion that the seats in general are in
good repair and will last for many years. At the same time they are of opinion
that sundry repairs upon part of the seats ought to be made, and that removing
the galleries that run across the windows upon each side of the pulpit would
equally improve the look of the church. The committee, not trusting altogethei’
to their own opinion, desired tradesmen to inspect the church attentively, who
agree in opinion with the committee. Glasgow, 14th February, 1804.”
Which report having been considered, the magistrates and council approve
of the same, and appoint the said committee to cause the repairs and
improvements proposed in the report to be executed at the proper time.

The committee appointed at last meeting of council to consider the Report on
proposed change in the scite and position of the wooden bridge to be bridge^t the
erected across the Clyde opposite to the foot of Saltmarket Street presented foot of Salt-

■ n n ■ , 1 market.the following report:—
The before mentioned committee report that they are of opinion the scite
of the intended wooden bridge referred to should be, viz., the west side thereof
close to the eastmost side of the westmost stair leading down to the river from
the present breast. The committee farther report that, as the city have agreed
to make a road across the Green from said wooden bridge to the foot of the
Saltmarket Street, that this should not be considered as inferring that those
interested in said bridge should have any property in the Green, but that it
should be in the power of the town council at any time hereafter to alter the
said road as they shall deem proper. Glasgow, 28th February, 1804.
Of which report the magistrates and council approve, and authorize and
direct the bridge to be constructed in terms thereof.

There was presented a letter from JMr. John Austin, stating that Letter claim­
models of certain useful inventions were produced for inspection, and
claiming’ the annual premium appointed to be given by the settlement annual

premium.
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of the late Mr. James Coulter, upon considering which letter the magis­
trates and council appoint the lord provost and the dean of guild, with
three assessors to he named by the merchants house and three assessors to
be named by the trades house, as a committee to inspect the said models
and to report, and direct extracts of this act of council to be sent to the
dean of guild and deacon conveener that assessors may be nominated in
terms of the deed of mortification.

Petition from There was presented a petition from the society of teachers of this
teachersefor°a stating that since the year 1794 they had accumulated a con-
seal of cause. siderable fund for the support of those members who might happen to be

reduced to indigent circumstances, and also for the support of the widows
and children of such members, and praying that if the regulations of the
society were found agreeable to law, a seal of cause might be granted in
the usual form; which petition having been considered, the magistrates
and council appoint John M‘Caull [and others], along with the town
clerks, as a committee to consider of the propriety of granting the prayer
of the said petition, and to report.

New Kings
colours for
the Highland

on the Laws of Bankruptcy in Scotland,” the
book which, at a later date and in enlarged
form, appeared under the title of “ Commen­
taries on the Laws of Scotland and on the
principles of Mercantile Jurisprudence.”

Procedure
about renewal
of bankrupt
act.

The lord provost stated that, agreeably to the appointment made at
last meeting of council, he had corresponded with the lord president of
the court of session, and with the lord provost of Edinburgh, relative to
the renewal of the bankruptcy act, and that in the letters he had received
he was assured due attention would be paid to the promotion of this object
of national concern. On the same subject Mr. Gilbert Hamilton stated
that in the course of the proceeding week a meeting had been held in
this city, for the purpose of suggesting improvements in the new bank­
rupt statute, at which were present, besides Mr. Hamilton himself, Robert
Carrick, esq., Walter Ewing M‘Lae, esq., Archibald Graham, esq., and
George Joseph Bell,1 esq., advocate, from Edinburgh.

Baillie Campbell and several other members of council, who are
officers in the Highland regiment of Glasgow volunteers, stated that the

1 This eminent lawyer, author of several
standard works on Scottish jurisprudence, was
about this time devoting his attention to mer­
cantile law, and particularly to that depart­
ment of it relating to bankruptcy. In 1804
was issued the first edition of his “Treatise
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Kings colours voted by the town to the said regiment were not agreeable
to military form, in as much as the ensign contained a device bearing
reference to the city, whereas it should have had no ornament except
what relates to the crown, whereupon the magistrates and council
authorize the lord provost to order new Kings colours to be made in the
proper form.

12 March 1804
There was produced a petition from a number of the inhabitants of Petition of

» n o ox x • inhabitants inthe north east corner of Georges Square and part of George Street, praying GeOrge Street
that a public well might be sunk in that part of the city; which petitionfor a wel1-
having been considered the magistrates and council appoint baillie
Cuthbertson [and others] as a committee to meet and converse with
the petitioners on the subject of the petition, and to report their opinion
as to the propriety of granting the request therein contained.

The lord provost stated that, upon the suggestion of the town clerks, English and
his lordship had given authority for purchasing Ruffheads edition °f States
the English and British statutes at large, and also the Scotch acts of
parliament, for behoof of the city, and that the said books had accordingly
been purchased for the sum of £19 13s. sterling; of which proceedings
the magistrates and council approve, appoint the treasurer to pay the
price of the said books, and direct that the said books shall be marked
as the towns property, and shall not in future be lent out to individuals
without a proper receipt being granted.

12 April 1804
There was produced an application from the board of police to beCommis-

allowed a piece of ground for erecting a shed to hold the carts and policeS °f
utensils employed in cleaning the streets of the city, on considering allowed to
which application the magistrates and council agree that the com- Fn^Iontrose
missioners of police shall have the use of part of the piece of groundstreet-
belonging to the town behind the meal market in Montrose Street, with
power to erect a shed thereon, on condition that the shed shall be erected
in such a situation and of such dimensions as the master of work shall
point out, that the commissioners of police shall remove the said shed
with their carts and utensils from the said piece of ground whenever the

2 c
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Application
of fines in
police office.

George
Andrews
petition re­
ferred to a
committee.

Return by the’
city under
property tax
act.

magistrates and council shall require them to do so, and that the said
commissioners shall grant an obligation to this effect, to be recorded in
the register of probative writs.

There was presented a petition from George Andrew, keeper of brid-
well, praying for an augmentation of his salary on account of the
additional expence arising from the establishment of the sick room
and from the increase in the number of servants authorised by the recent
regulations; on considering which the magistrates and council refer the
same to the committee on the bridewell to enquire whether there be any
ground for the said application, and to report.

Committee to There was produced a letter from Mr. William Dickson, mentioning
Gorbals coal. the coal in the Gorbals barony belonging to the city would be com­

pletely wrought out in the course of the present week, and suggesting
the propriety of an inspection of the coal work for the satisfaction of
the parties interested; which being considered, the magistrates and
council remit the same to the committee formerly appointed to attend to
this branch of the towns revenue, with instructions to examine, along
with the town clerks, the terms of the tack of the said coal, and to report.

A paper from The lord provost produced a paper, subscribed by certain proprietors
pers^boutan(l lessees of coal works who ship coals on the river Clyde, addressed to
tonnage. the magistrates and council, in reply to the act of council of 24th January

last, refusing at present any reduction of the tonnage duty on coals
shipped on the river, and declining exhibition of the books kept by the
trustees, which paper the magistrates and council refer to the committee
on the river to consider the same and report.

The chamberlain having produced a draft of the return proposed to
be made by him on the part of the city under the property tax act, with
a statement of the revenue of the city and of the deductions proposed to
be made in terms of the statute, the magistrates and council refer the
same to the committee on the chamberlains books for their consideration,
and authorise the chamberlain to make payment of the sum returned, as
the same shall be ascertained by the said committee.

The magistrates and council appoint baillie Cuthbertson [and others]
as a committee to enquire into the amount and application of the fines
levied in the police office, and to report.
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Mr. John Hamilton stated that Mr. Archibald Bogle wished to resign Collector of
his office of collector of the Port Glasgow harbour dues, and suggested harbourAueZ
Mr. John Dunlop, collector of his Majestys customs at Port Glasgow,
as a proper person to fill the said office; upon which the magistrates
and council resolve that the election to the said office shall take place
at next meeting of council.

There being’ presented a petition from the town officers, praying Petition for
for an allowance for certain articles of cloathing, the magistrates and townso®cers’
council refer the same to the magistrates as a committee, with power to
grant such allowance as they shall think reasonable.

24 April 1804
In terms of the appointment made by the meeting of council upon Collector of

12th April last, the magistrates and council proceeded to the election of a at Port7 dueS
collector of the harbour dues of the harbour of Port Glasgow, which are Glasgow.
leviable by an act passed during the last session of parliament, when John
Dunlop, esquire, collector of his Majestys customs at Port Glasgow, was
unanimously nominated and appointed to that office, upon the resignation
of Mr. Archibald Bogle, land surveyor at Port Glasgow, with the same
commission to the said John Dunlop of 24 per cent, upon the duties levied,
which was enjoyed by the said Archibald Bogle; Mr. Dunlop, before
entering into the office, finding security for his intromissions upon the
same terms that the said Archibald Bogle did, and appoint the town clerks
to make out a bond of caution for him in the usual form.

The committee appointed, on 19th December last, for the purpose Reportabout
of erecting a monument in honour of the memory of the late John Orr Mr’ Orrs° J monument.esquire, proposed a plan of the proposed monument by Mr. Heid,
of which plan the magistrates and council approve, authorise the
said committee to direct the plan to be carried into execution, and appoint
the treasurer to pay the expence attending the erection of the monument.

The lord provost produced a letter from Andrew Houston, shoremaster Letter
at the Broomielaw, pointing out the propriety of preventing the ground respecting
belonging to the town at the Broomielaw from being’ occupied in ship- Broomielaw.
building with sawpits or otherways, and of keeping the said ground clear
for the accommodation of the trade of the river, on considering which 
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letter, and that the act of council of 7th February 1803, relative to the
said ground, has not been carried into execution, appoint bailie Aird [and
others] as a committee, alongst with the town clerks, to examine the
towns titles to the said ground, and to report their opinion on the subject
of the above-mentioned letter.

Contractwith Subscribed a contract of ground annual between the city and the
Boltle^-ork Bottle-work company of a stripe of ground in the front of their
company. property, on the north side of Clyde Street, for payment of the ground

rent and performance of the prestations therein mentioned.
Theatre. Subscribed a feu contract with the trustees for the subscribers to the

new theatre of the ground occupied by the said theatre, at the head of
Queen Street, for payment of the feu duty and performance of the
prestations therein mentioned.

21 May 1804

Letter from The lord provost produced a letter from several proprietors of ground
SlySe'stree”1 011 nort^ of Clyde Street, relative to the erection of an iron rail on the
about an iron south side of that street of which the tenor follows: —
railing.

“ Glasgow, 21st April, 1804. To the honourable the lord provost and magis­
trates of Glasgow. Gentlemen,—In compliance with what passed between your
committee and us on the subject of the rail to be put up on the south side of
Clyde Street, we are willing, each of us opposite to our respective properties, to
be at the charge of an iron rail at least 3 feet high, provided you level the
present dyke and place upon it a stone base of not less than 15 inches broad and
10 inches thick, with an abutment at every 12 feet distance for fixing the stays
in necessary for the rail. It being understood that the rail is to be kept up
hereafter solely at your expence.”
On considering which letter the magistrates and council remit the same to
the former committee on that subject, with instructions to concur with the
subscribers of the letter in getting the railing erected so far east as the
waterwav nearly opposite to the towns hospital, and delay the considera­
tion of the erection of a rail to the eastward of the waterway till the pro­
prietors on the north side of Clyde Street and to the east of the water way
shall purchase the plots of ground m the ft out of then properties.
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On the statement of the chamberlain that several offers had been Piece of
made to him for a lease of the piece of ground on the south side of Clyde south side of
Street, and between the new bridge and the water way, nearly opposite Clyde Street.
to the towns hospital, the magistrates and council authorise the chamber-
lain to set by public roup the said piece of ground on Wednesday next,
after previous advertisement in the Courier.

The lord provost produced a petition from Charles A\ alker, esquire, Petition for a
lieut.-colonel commandant of the Glasgow Grocers battallion of volunteers, to the Qrocer
requesting that the said battallion might be presented with a suit of colours battallion.
by the magistrates and council. Of which petition the magistrates and
council delay the consideration till the next meeting of council that in
the meantime the numbers and efficiency of the said battalion may be
ascertained.

The lord provost having produced a letter from John Ure, junior, on Causewaying
tllC lclT16the subject of causewaying the lane at the north end of Montrose Street Westend of

and west end of Rottenrow, the magistrates and council appoint a com- Rottenrow.
rnittee to consider said letter and the propriety of complying with the
request therein made.

The lord provost having produced a letter from John Mutter, offering Weighing
to take in lease the weighing machine at the Burnt barns, the magistrates BurntTarns
and council appoint a committee to consider and report on the propriety of
letting the said weighing machine.

There was produced the following report by the committee on the Report on
bridwell relative to George Andrews application for an augmentation of Androvs
salary: — petition.

“ In consequence of a remit to us from the magistrates and council, accom­
panied by a petition from George Andrew, keeper of bridwell, praying for.
an augmentation of his salary on account of the additional expence arising •
from tbe establishment of the sick room and from the increase of the number
of servants authorised by the recent regulations, we your committee have visited
the whole of the bridewell and have enquired minutely into all the circum­
stances respecting its present establishment, both as to servants and all other
matters contained in Mr. Andrews petition, and having viewed the great
convenience and accommodation he enjoys in carrying on his business and
having fully considered the same, we are unanimously of opinion in
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recommending to the magistrates and council to allow Mr. Andrew the sum of
£12 16s. sterling annually further, to commence from the 28th of November
last, as a consideration for his providing a nurse for attending on the prisoners
in the sick room and cooking for them, and for all other purposes respecting
them, being the sum he states for that purpose, and that he may charge and
take credit for the above sum in his half yearly accounts in future.”
On considering which the magistrates and council approve of the same
and authorise the said George Andrew to make a charge in his accounts
for the additional salary hereby allowed him.

Authorise the master of work to causeway Buchanan Street as far up
as the north side of Saint Vincent Street, and also to causeway Saint
Vincent Street eastward till it joins Georges Square.

The committee on the application of the society of teachers in
Glasgow for a seal of cause gave in the following report: —
“ We, the committee appointed on the 28th of February last, to consider the
application made by the Society of Teachers in the city for a seal of cause, beg
leave to report that we have attentively perused the printed regulations of the
said society, and are of opinion that the prayer of their petition ought to be
granted. The regulations seem in general to be proper and well adapted for
promoting the objects for which the society was instituted. The only objection
we had to them was their prolixity, and we advised the society to draw up a
new set of rules more brief and concise. To this, however, we understand the
majority of the members of the society are averse; and we think that as the
institution is unquestionably an useful and a laudable one, the request of the
society ought to be granted ,even altho the minutes of council should be rather
swelled unnecessarily by the insertion of the regulations.”
On considering which report the magistrates and council approve of the
same and appoint the town clerks to make out a seal of cause in favor
of the said society.

The committee appointed to consider the letter from Andrew Houston,
shoremaster, relative to the ground at the Broomielaw, purchased by the
town from Messrs. MTlhose and Robertson, gave in the following
report: —
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“ The committee have visited the ground referred to in the letter, and have
had the opinion of the town clerks as to the towns title to it. With respect to
the ground itself, we found the part on the north side of the quay covered with
rubbish and wood, which had been laid down by different people. There is also
a hole remaining, which was used as a saw pit some time ago. The ground
to the west of the quay is at present, and has for some time past, been occupied
by carpenters, who are building a vessel upon it. The committee would suggest
that the shoremaster should be authorised to get these removed and that no
person should be allowed to occupy the ground in future "without special
authority. To mark the towns property as far as possible, we have caused
John Gardner, the surveyor, to drive in pins into the line of march, but we
would suggest the putting in of stones in place of them, as this will be a more
permanent mark of the boundary. With respect to the title, the ground was
purchased by the magistrates and town council for the purposes of the naviga­
tion, for a full price and without any restriction as to the use or reservation
in favor of Messrs. M'Lehose and Robertson who disponed it. We see no reason,
therefore, to prevent the towns making what use of it they chuse which may
be found advantageous for the navigation.”
Which report having- been considered, the magistrates and council approve
of the same and appoint the master of work to cause march stones to be
put in without delay and to carry into execution the other measures
suggested in the report.

The magistrates gave in the following memorial relative to the state Memorial on
of the prison : — the state of

the jail.
“ Memorial for the lord provost and magistrates of Glasgow relative to

the state of the jail. In consequence of complaints which had reached
them from different quarters respecting the state of the jail, the
memorialists, on the 18th of May, visited and minutely inspected it, and
they are sorry to say they found the complaints in several particulars well
founded. The principal grounds of complaint may be reduced to two, first,
certain abuses existing in the internal management of the jail and the treat­
ment of the prisoners; secondly, the decayed state and the want of the furniture
absolutely necessary for the accommodation of the prisoners. With regard to
the abuses in the internal management of the jail here alluded to, the
memorialists think it unnecessary at present to enter into any detail. Their
object is merely to state to the council that such abuses do exist, in order that
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the proper measures may be adopted for remedying them, and they shall only
observe in general that the abuses consist chiefly in the want of due attention
to the cleanliness of the jail, in the exaction of money from the prisoners in
the name of dues, which are not sanctioned by any regulations relative to the
jail, and in the scanty supply of water afforded the prisoners. With regard
to the second ground of complaint, the memorialists shall be more particular,
as they conceive it may be more speedily and easily remedied. The state of the
bedsteads in the prison has long been a subject of complaint. From the decay
and rottenness of the wood a great many of them are altogether useless, and
a number of the prisoners are reduced to the necessity of sleeping on the floor.
In the beginning of last year the bedsteads became so infested with bugs that
for some time the prisoners could not use them, and although this evil has in
some measure been remedied it is not altogether removed, and it is to be feared
cannot be completely cured except by the removal of such of the wooden bed­
steads as remain. The memorialists beg leave to suggest that in place of wooden
bedsteads cast iron ones should be procured. The expence of cast iron bedsteads
will no doubt be greater at first, but as they will very seldom require to be
renewed, they will probably in the end be found cheaper than wooden ones.
At all events the comfort which such beds will afford the prisoners, by removing
such disagreeable and pernicious vermin, is of'itself a sufficient reason for
incurring the additional expence with which the adoption of this plan may be
attended. The other articles of furniture, such as tables and chairs, are
also much decayed, and require to be renewed. The presses, too, in several
apartments, are infested by mice, which destroy the prisoners victuals, and
some little repairs are necessary for excluding the vermin. And upon the
whole most of the apartments and the staircase require to be washed with lime
water and then whitewashed. The small repairs to which the memorialists here
allude will be attended with little expence, and while the council appoints a
committee to enquire into the state of the jail in general the memorialists
suggest the propriety of the committee being authorised in the meantime to
carry these repairs into execution to the extent of <£30 or £40 sterling.

Committee to Which memorial having been considered, the magistrates and council
consider it
and report.

appoint a committee to consider by what means the abuses mentioned in
the memorial may be corrected and prevented in future, and to report,
with power to the committee to order in the meantime such repairs on the
jail as they may think necessary to the extent of £30 sterling.
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On the statement of the lord provost that it would he necessary toConunis-
noniinate stent masters for carrying into execution within the city the the consoli-
late act of parliament “ consolidating certain of the provisions contained dated tax act-
in any act or acts relating to the duties under the management of the
commissioners for the affairs of taxes and for amending the said acts,
so far as the same relate to that part of Great Britain called Scotland,”
the magistrates and council appoint the present stent masters to act as
commissioners for the city under the said act of parliament.

The committee appointed to consider the second application of the Report on the
shippers of coals on the river Clyde for inspection of the hooks kept hy the rial°forthe10
trustees on the river [adhered to the opinions contained in the formercoal^shippers
report; hut as they were “under no apprehensions that any thing detri-°nt e Cljde<
mental to the corporation or the navigation of the river can arise from
granting the request of the memorialists, if the magistrates and town
council, as trustees, chuse to indulge the memorialists curiosity,” the
magistrates and council] allow any two of the coal shippers who have
made the present application to see the said hooks in the chamberlains office.

On the application of Captain Camphell of the Greenock Volunteers, Greenock
the magistrates and council allow the said volunteers, while stationed inVnlunt,e5?
this city, the use of the golf house in the Green as a place for holding use of the
their powder and ammunition. golf house.

On considering a letter from William Turnhull relative to the march Fences
fences between the lands of Smiddy Croft and the lands of Provan, remit -e ^middy Q^roit
to Messrs. Morison, Tennant, and the master of work, to enquire into the and Provan.
state of the said fence and to report.

The committee appointed to consider the propriety of sinking a well New well in
in George Street reported that they were of opinion that the request ofgter^e
the inhabitants to have a well sunk in that part of the city should be
granted, and that the well ought to be dug at the east end of the Grammar
School, within the gateway, of which report the magistrates and council
approve, and appoint the master of work to carry the measure therein
proposed into execution.

Authorise the committee appointed at last meeting of council for Weighing
considering the propriety of letting the weighing machine at Burnt barns luachine at
to let the said weighing machine by public roup. Burnt barns. 



410 EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS [1804.

Commongood [Ladles, £1,115; tron and weigh house, £262; washing house, £505;
dues^Onta°e beef an<^ mutton markets, £342; fish and potatoe markets, £115; butter, milk,

and eggs, £21; multures, £40; penny per ton and crane dues, £311; pontage
on bridges, £1,235; stripe of ground, south side of Clyde Street, £26; total,
£3,972.]

15 June 1804

Resolutions Bailie Robertson stated that he had called a meeting- of the council
combfil116 ^or P^P036 °f taking into consideration the report of the committee

of the honble. the house of commons relative to the corn laws, and produced
a printed copy of the said report, which having been read, the magistrates
and council, after due deliberation, unanimously adopt the following
resolutions:—[MS. Record, pp. 131-5.]

Petition Thereafter the town clerks submitted to the magistrates and council
cornbillthe a petition to the honble. the house of commons against the proposed

alterations on the corn laws. And the magistrates and council having
approved of the same, direct the said petition to be transmitted to John
'Seton Karr, solicitor to the city in London, in order to be presented
without delay. Of which petition the tenor follows: —
“ Unto the honourable the commons of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland in parliament assembled. The petition of the lord provost,
magistrates, and common council of the city of Glasgow humbly sheweth,—That
your petitioners have perused the report of the committee of this honourable
house on the corn trade, which was ordered to be printed on the 14th of May
last, and on the part of the commercial and manufacturing community over
whose interests it is their duty to watch, they beg leave respectfully to represent
that, in their humble apprehension, the alterations proposed in the report of
the committee on the prices at which grain may be imported into this country
are unnecessary and inexpedient in general and if adopted and established as
law will in particular prove highly injurious to the welfare of this part of the
United Kingdom.

In the year 1791 your petitioners humbly stated to this honourable house,
and they now again take the liberty of stating it as their opinion, founded on
experience, that in the advanced state at which commerce and manufactures
have arrived in this country the free importation, exportation, and trans­
mission of corn at all times, with the exception, perhaps,' of stopping [exporta­



1804.] OF THE BURGH OF GLASGOW. 411

tion] altogether in a season of extreme dearth, would be beneficial both to the
landed and to the commercial interests, and that bounties for the exportation
and duties for the importation of corn are founded on an illiberal and
erroneous policy and are prejudicial to all ranks of inhabitants in the empire.

In the populous commercial and manufacturing district in which the
city of Glasgow is situated a regular supply of corn, at a moderate and steady
rate, is indispensibly requisite, not merely for the promotion of the prosperity
of the inhabitants, but for the maintainance of internal peace and good order,
and any regulations which have a tendency to prevent such a regular supply,
or to raise the price of the first necessary of life above its natural rate in the
market, must prove not only detrimental to commerce and manufactures, but
grievous to individuals and dangerous to the public tranquility.

The district with which your petitioners are particularly connected is
composed of the counties of Lanark, Renfrew, Dumbarton, Argyle, and Bute.
In these counties, which contain from 300,000 to 400,000 inhabitants, the
quantity of corn produced even during the most plentiful years is not nearly
adequate to the necessary consumption, and it is to a regular importation
from the sister kingdom of Ireland and from America that the manufacturers
and fishermen of the West of Scotland have to look for the means of subsistence.

In such circumstances any restraint whatever on the importation of corn
into this district must be hurtful. The commerce of grain, like that of all
other commodities, may in general with safety be left to its natural course.
The regular and moderate supply is more effectually maintained by the wants
and interests of individuals, allowed to .operate without constraint than by the
grant of any bounty or the imposition of any duty, and if the market is left
open and free the farmer as well as the merchant and manufacturer will
infallibly reap the due reward, of his labour.

In particular your petitioners have to represent that the prices stated in
the tables annexed to the report, as those to which it is proposed corn should
rise before any importation is permitted, are by far too high, and if
established as law will be attended with pernicious consequences, especially in
the district in which your petitioners are peculiarly, interested, and this evil
will be still farther increased by the proposed mode of fixing, these prices no.t
according to the current prices in the district requiring the supply but
according to an average of the prices in other districts. For the prices of
grain in the western are always considerably higher than in the eastern part
of Scotland, and in particular the price of oatmeal, which constitutes a great
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Keeper of
bridewells
accounts.

part of the food of the labouring people in this country, and of which a supply
is annually derived from Ireland is always from ten to fifteen per cent, higher
in this district than the average price for the whole of Scotland. May it there­
fore please this honourable house to prevent such hurtful measures as those pro­
posed in the report of the committee from being carried into effect, especially at
so advanced a period of the session, and if any similar regulations shall after­
wards be thought proper to order them to be printed and to allow your
petitioners and all concerned a reasonable time for deliberation and repre­
sentation before any change be made in so important a department of the law
of the land. Signed and sealed [&c.] at Glasgow, this 15th day of June, 1804.”

[During half year to 31st December last 137 persons imprisoned in bride­
well, including 59 remaining at latter date, 78 liberated during half year.
Expenditure on prisoners’ maintenance, £208 6s. 9d.; wearing apparel and
other outlays, £71 17s. 5jd.; cash paid to prisoners when liberated, £74 7s.;
received for earnings of prisoners, £302 10s. l£d.; balance due to keeper,
£52 Is. l^d.; expended by him for necessaries, £25 Is. 6d.; hospital or sick
room, £23 Is. 6d.; his wages, £40; together £140 4s. l|d., which the magis­
trates and council authorised the treasurer to pay to him.]

Let of weigh- Air. Laurie, one of the committee appointed to let the weighing
mg machine, machine at the Burnt barns, reported that it had been let for £14 16s.

sterling, of which measure the magistrates and council approve.
Report of The committee appointed to superintend certain repairs on the North-
Xorth.itte t°n wesf church gave in the following report: —
church. “ The committee have now nearly finished the repairs considered

necessary, and as in the doing of this a good deal of new wood
has been used, the church at present wears a party coloured appearance,
very disagreeable to the eye. The committee are therefore of opinion
that it is absolutely necessary to paint the seats in the lower part of
the church of a mahogany colour, and to varnish over the breast of the galleries,
the pulpit, and the bench. From estimates which the committee have got in
the expense of this in whole will be about £50 or £60. The green cloath on the
pulpit and precentors desk being compleatly wore out, the committee recommend
it to the council that they be renewed.”
On considering which report the magistrates and council approve of the
same and authorise the committee to cause the repairs therein mentioned
to be carried into execution.
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The committee appointed to enquire into the amount and application Report on^
of the fines levied in the police office gave in the following report:— the police

office.
“ The committee have attentively considered the police act, and enquired into
the state of procedure before the magistrate who takes the examination every
morning in the police office, and they beg leave to report as follows :—It appears
that the jurisdictions existing in the town as a royal burgh have not been altered
either in form or substance by the police act.

No new jurisdiction has been created in the person of any of the officers
elected or appointed in consequence of the act, the commissioners of police (who
are not also magistrates) being merely invested with the authority of constables
and the master of police, clerk, officers, &c., being the servants of the board of
commissioners in matters relating to the collection and application of the
assessment and the servants of the magistrates in all matters relating to the 
preservation of order and the apprehension of delinquents and nothing more.

A magistrate of Glasgow, therefore, in taking cognisance of any offence,
acts in precisely the same capacity, whether he sits in the police office or in the
council chamber, and whether the party under accusation may have been
apprehended by the watchmen and officers under the police establishment or
by the other officers of justice not connected with that establishment, and it 
follows that if the punishment which ensues consists of a fine that fine remains 
at the disposal of the magistrate, to be applied by him to charitable or beneficial
purposes in the same way as if the police establishment had never existed, except
in those special cases where the police act points out a different mode of applica­
tion. These special cases are those offences against the police of the city which
are particularly enumerated in the act and made the subject of specific penalties,
and will be found in sections 21st, 23rd, and 27th, and other subsequent parts
of the statute.

With regard to all these penalties, it is provided by Section 96 that they
shall be added to and make a part of the funds under the direction of the
magistrates and other commissioners for the purposes of the act.

Thus it appears that such fines and penalties as are levied in consequence
of the particular provisions of the statute in question fall to be paid into the
hands of the collector of police money and that all other penalties remain as
heretofore at the disposal of the magistrates for beneficial purposes.

The committee have found that this evident distinction has not been
attended to in practice.
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From a copy of a minute produced to them by the clerk of police, it appears
that, at a meeting held in December, 1800, soon after the police establishment
was put into a state of activity, at which meeting two of the magistrates were
present, the provisions of the act of parliament were overlooked and a proposal
was made and assented to foi- dividing the fines equally between the sitting
magistrate and the treasurer of police in cases where both the town officers and
police officers had been employed. Possibly it has been inferred from this that
in cases where the police officers only were employed the whole fines should
go to the treasurer of police. Whether this has been the reason or not, the fact
is certain that the whole fines and penalties, without distinction, which the
sitting magistrate has imposed in the police office have been paid over to the
treasurer of police. To this it is presumed is to be ascribed the almost entire
disappearence of a fund from which the magistrates were formerly enabled not
only to defray a number of small daily charges for criminal business but to give
a’ considerable sum yearly to the Infirmary or other public charities.
' The committee have no hesitation in recommending that from this time

forward the fines levied in the police office should be appUed strictly in terms
of the act, that is that such as are purely statutory should continue to be
paid into the police funds and all the rest be retained by the sitting magistrate.
But in order to prevent the farther sacrifice of time and trouble that would be
required of the magistrate in making the distinction with nicety upon every
case, it may perhaps be sufficient to appoint a certain average rule for the
division of these fines, so that a certain share shall always be taken by the
magistrate and collector of police respectively. What the rate of division should
be must remain with the council. The committee examined the entries in Mr.
Nimmos book of fines for one month, and as far as could be judged from that
specimen the fines to which the police establishment had a legal right were
much under the amount of those which fell to be applied in the old way.

The committee cannot conclude without observing that the sort of court
which the magistrate attending at the police office is accustomed there to hold
rests much more upon expediency than legal propriety. The act expressly says
that the convictions shall take place according to the law of Scotland. Now,
the committee understand that even in cases where the penalties are consider­
able, the procedure is entirely verbal, that the witnesses are not examined upon
oath, noi’ in every case out of the hearing of each other, and that there is in
truth no prosecutor, as the procurator fiscal is not present and his name is
not used. As this point, however, is not precisely within the remit, the com-



1804.] OF THE BURGH OF GLASGOW. 415

mittee will say no more upon it, and they would not have said this much but
from a wish that the irregularity alluded to, which is founded upon con-
veniency and would not stand the test of legal investigation, may not appear
to be sanctioned by this report and the act of council that may be passed
in consequence of it.”
Of which report the magistrates and council approve, appoint the clerk of
police to keep an exact account of all the fines levied under that establish­
ment, distinguishing those which the statute in express terms authorises
to be levied for contravention of the enactments therein contained, and
which agreeably to the statute are applicable to the police fund, from
those which the magistrate sitting in the police office imposes in his
general official character independently of the said statute and of which
the magistrate has an undoubted right to dispose in the manner that shall
appear to him most expedient; appoint the magistrates who sit by rotation
in the police office, at the end of each month, to examine the accounts of
the clerk of police, to determine and ascertain the amount and description
of the whole fines levied and to appropriate all such fines as are not levied
in virtue of the express terms of the statute to the purposes to which
they have been immemorially applied. Farther appoint the magistrate
who sits in the police office to adhere strictly to the terms of the statute
with regard to the amount of the fines authorised to be levied in a summary
manner and in no case to impose a fine exceeding fifteen shillings without
regular procedure agreeably to the law of Scotland.

Mr. M'Kenzie produced a letter from Mr. William Reid, requesting Consideration
a reasonable remuneration for making the bust of his present Majesty
which was sometime ago placed by him in the hall of the city, of which delayed.-
letter the magistrates and council delay consideration till next meeting.

20 July 1804
The magistrates and council having resumed consideration of the Precept to

application from Mr. William Reid, authorise the treasurer to pay him ten ShTbiStrf
guineas for the bust of his Majesty placed in the city hall if he is willing bis Majesty.
to accept of that sum, otherwise to allow him to remove the bust.1

Having resumed consideration of the application of the Grocers Colours to
i This bust, carved from a block of sand- name of the sculptor, is still in the possession Grocers-

stone, and bearing the date 1802 with the of the corporation.
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battallion of Glasgow volunteers for a pair of colours, resolve to comply
with the petitioners request as soon as they can make a return of three
hundred effective men regularly attending drills and able to take the field.

Precept to Authorise the treasurer to pay to Mrs. Dalziel £124 2s. 6d. sterling,
Mrs. Dalziel. £or ma]<|11g and repairing colours for the First regiment, Trades

regiment, and Highland regiment of Glasgow Volunteers.
Ground on The lord provost produced a letter from Mr. James Hill, writer,
Saint Vincent re^a^ve "the ground feued by the town on the north side of Saint
Street. Vincent Street and a report by William Kyle, land surveyor, stating that

in consequence of an unintentional deviation from the line on the north
side of Saint Vincent Street, as fixed by the plan, the adjoining lot on the
north, as bounded by the south side of Camperdown Street, will be
diminished to the extent of 60 square yards, and that altho, in consequence
of the said deviation, the feuars of the ground on the north of Saint
Vincent Street only occupied 34 square yards more than they were entitled
to, they were willing to pay a reasonable price for the whole 60 yards by
which the lot on the south of Camperdown Street had been diminished.”
On considering which letter and report allow the feuars on the north side
of Saint Vincent Street to retain the ground occupied by them beyond
what they were entitled to in terms of the feu contracts, upon their paying
20s. sterling per square yard for the 60 yards taken off the adjacent lot
on the north, and authorise the clerks to make out any supplementary
deeds that may be necessary.

Report of the Mr. Morison gave in the following report:—“Agreeable to remit of
01 thecouncil the ^h January last, I, in concert with Mrs. Rae

fences. [Crawford’s] tennant, employed masons to build the dyke mentioned in
the said remit and paid the towns part thereof, being £1 15s.” On
considering which report approve thereof, and authorise the treasurer to
pay the expence of building the said dyke.

Confirmation The deacon-conveener produced an extract of an act of the corporation
of an act of £ ]iammermen which had been approved of and confirmed by the trades
lIic cor-
porationof house, and requested that the magistrates and council would sanction
hammermen. anj inferpOne their authority to the same:—[Here follows act of the

trades house, dated 31st January, 1804, approving of act of the incorpora­
tion of hammermen, dated 19th of that month, “respecting a contribu­



1804.] OF THE BURGH OF GLASGOW. 417

tion towards the expense of the Trades battallion of volunteers,” in the
following terms :—]

“ The meeting having deliberated upon the business, and considering
that this incorporation formerly unanimously voted for this battallion being
offered to government, and that there is the strongest reason to believe that
an invasion of this country will very soon be attempted by our enemies, the
meeting unanimously agree and vote .£100 sterling from the funds of this
corporation for the purposes of the Trades battallion; and in order that the
poors funds may not suffer by this contribution they unanimously agree and
resolve to raise their quarter accounts of two shillings to three shillings
yearly, to be continued and paid by the freemen of the trade untill the above
sum of £100 and interest thereon be reimbursed.”
On considering which the magistrates and council approve of the same,
interpone their authority thereto, and empower the corporation of hammer­
men to levy, uplift, and receive the addition to their quarter accounts
mentioned in the said act and for the period therein specified.

The committee on the prison produced the following report:— Report,by the
committee on

“ We, the committee appointed to enquire into the state of the jail, and the prison.
to suggest the means by which existing abuses may be remedied, having made
some progress in the business entrusted to our care, beg leave in the meantime
to report what we have done.

“ We have given orders for the cleaning and white washing of the jail,
and also for the necessary repairs in the timber presses, &c. We have pro­
cured an estimate from James Sword and company of the expence at which
cast iron bedsteads can be furnished, and we have to state that we approve
of the cast iron in preference to the wrought iron bedsteads, both as being
cheaper and equally convenient, and also as being less liable to be converted
into dangerous implements in the hands of the prisoners. Agreeably to the
estimate by James Sword and company, the price of each bedstead, without
castors or rollers for the feet, will be thirty shillings, and we are of opinion
that at least eighteen bedsteads will be requisite, perhaps a few more.

“ Before drawing up any set of regulations for the jail it appeared
proper that a search should be made into the records of council for a good
many years to ascertain the regulations which have been or are at present in
force, and it seemed- also proper that enquiry should be made into the
practice of other jails, especially that of Edinburgh, with regard to the

2 D
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incarcerator being compelled to aliment the prisoner. In this search and
enquiry the town clerks arc at present engaged, and expect soon to be able
to present a set of regulations for the future management or the ja.L

“ In the meantime we have to suggest the propriety or a person. being
appointed without delay to enquire weekly into me smzetzms or the
prisoners, to hear their complaints, and, if necessary, to represent meir cases
to the courts under whose sentence they have been zmp.usmem A. small
allowance of ten or twelve guineas a year we are of pmzm ~mzzm ae well
bestowed on the person who is to discharge this duty, ar.. m .stitzet: cz me
higher considerations of justice and mercy it may a..- t*e .-zept m me- mat
by such an appointment the community will be freed fmm. me mpmze of
alimenting persons improperly confined or detainee.

“ Mr. James King and Mr. John Fisher have merer.
discharge of the duty above specified for three n. mth<
any remuneration for their trouble is to be left t
it being understood that they are to act under the zmthzrity zf the
magistrates, and are not to be held out to the priszner* _s b: mi tz gi~e their
assistance for nothing.*’
Of which report approve, authorise the committee t: trzzmte the irtzz.
beds mentioned in the report, ar as reasermbie a rate z.s nzesihle. m ~
authorise Messrs. King and Fisher, under the dire-ztizzt m the miezlsttmtes.
from this date, to enquire weekly into rhe shuati.m m the -mis ~ -z?< m ~”T
to hear their complaints, and if uecessarv :c retmesezm th-ir mse- ~h-
couris of law under whose sentence thev have beam :m —

The committee on the subject of causew-avm ~ *h-~* .
end of Montrose Street and west end ct r'm Vy-  1 ~ .-J 2C
following report:— ' ~ '
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the town is obliged to causeway this lane in consequence of the 20th section
of the police act (but upon which, if he reads that section again, he will
probably change his mind), he knows whom he has recourse upon.”
Of which report the magistrates and council approve, and refuse to comply
with the request contained in the said letter.

26 July 1804
The lord provost stated that he had called the present meeting of Procedure

council to consider whether, in the discharge of their duty to the com- corn bin.6
munity, it would not be proper for the magistrates and council to make
a further attempt, by again petitioning the legislature, to prevent the
amended corn bill, introduced into the house of commons in place of the
bill recently lost, from being passed into a law, or at least to procure such
modifications of the bill as the interest of this part of the country urgently
requires. [Resolutions were passed and ordered to] be published in the
Glasgow, Edinburgh, London, Liverpool, Manchester, and Dublin
newspapers.

Thereafter the town clerks produced a draft of a petition to the house Petition to
of lords, of which having approved, the magistrates and council direct the lords aXlns^
said petition to be transmitted to John Seton Karr, solicitor to the city in the corn bill.
London, in order to be presented without delay; of which petition the
tenor follows:—[MS. Record pp. 171-5. The house of lords was asked
not to adopt the proposed alterations on the corn laws], or if any such
alterations are to be made at this advanced period of the session, to fix
the prices at which foreign grain may be imported into this country at a
lower rate than those specified in the former report of the honourable
the house of commons or in the amended bill; to enact that the importation
prices from Ireland shall be ascertained by the existing prices in the
district requiring the supply, not by the average prices in the maritime
districts, and to declare the transmission of grain from any one part of
Great Britain to any other part free and unfettered.

The lord provost also signed a petition of similar import with the Petition to
preceding to the honourable the house of commons. fche house of

The lord provost reported that at the last meeting of the convention RepX^bout

of the royal burg'hs of Scotland the question whether the provost of the seat in the 
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convention of Glasgow or the provost of Perth had the right to take the seat in the
rojal burghs. C011ven^i0n 011 right hand of the preses, was determined by a motion

made by the commissioner from Banf, and carried almost unanimously,
“ that no member of the convention has a right to any particular seat in
preference to another, the preses elected excepted.” His lordship farther
stated that the provost from Perth had protested against the above
mentioned resolution of the convention, but that his lordship thought it
more consistent with the dignity of the city of Glasgow to acquiesce in the
opinion of his brother commissioners. The magistrates and council
approve of his lordships conduct throughout the whole of this business.

Letter There was produced a letter from William Wilson, slater, relative to
committee on the fire engines, with a draft of certain regulations for the improvement
fire engines. of that establishment, on considering which papers remit the same to the

committee on the fire engines and appoint them to report their opinion
thereof.

5 September 1804
Joint agent The lord provost produced a letter from Mr. William Buchanan,
for the city. agent for the city in Edinburgh, of which the tenor follows: —

” Edinburgh, 30th August, 1804. My lord,—Having lately formed a
partnership with Mr. Walter Dickson, writer to the signet, nephew of the late
professor Wight of the university of Glasgow, and being extremely anxious
that during any occasional absence from Edinburgh which might occur upon
my part, the business of your city intrusted to my care should always be
under the immediate charge of a nominee, which it has hitherto been so long
as I could receive the assistance of Mr. Fotheringham, lately appointed one
of his Majesty’s commissioners of excise, I now take the liberty to beg that
your lordship would have the goodness of preferring a request in my behalf
to the magistrates and town council of the city of Glasgow that they would be
pleased to nominate Mr. Dickson joint agent along with me for conducting
the affairs of the city of Glasgow in Edinburgh, in the room of Mr.
Fotheringham. I shall only here, my lord, beg leave to add that Mr. Dickson
is a young man of excellent talents, has been a considerable time longer in
the profession than myself, carries with him several most flattering recom­
mendations as a man of business from some of the most leading characters
in the court of session, and is intimately acquainted with and known to Mr.



1804.] OF THE BURGH OF GLASGOW. 421

James Reddie and Mr. Henderson, the present town clerks of the city, to whom
for any information I shall beg leave to refer your lordship and the other
gentlemen of the magistrates and council.”
On considering which letter, with the certificates of Mr. Dicksons pro­
fessional character therewith produced, the magistrates and council delay
coming to any determination on the subject thereof till the next meeting of
council.

There was presented a petition from certain proprietors in Georges Drain along
Street, humbly shewing that the petitioners considered it would be of street?3
public advantage to the inhabitants of the city of Glasgow in general
and of Georges Street in particular to have the drain carried from Georges 
Square along Georges Street to High Street, and that the proprietors of
subjects in said street should have the liberty of communication thereto
and for which the petitioners obliged themselves to pay the expences
necessarily incurred in making the same opposite to their respective
properties, praying therefore it might please their honours to consider the
premises and appoint such drain to be executed as soon as judged proper.
On considering which petition remit the same to the committee on the
common sewers in Buchanan Street and Argyll Street and direct them to
report their opinion thereon. And farther resolve that a standing com- Standing
mittee on the common sewers of the city shall in future be annuallyconiruifctee ou• sewers.
appointed.

The committee formerly appointed to examine the march fences Report about
between the lands of Smiddy Croft and the lands of Provan cave in?rovan. G tenccs.
the following report:—“Agreeably to the remit of council I inspected
the fence (being a stone dyke), found it in great disrepair* and very
needful of being rebuilt. It is about 300 yards long, and will turn
out from eleven to twelve roods of dyke, one half of which, being the
property of the city, will cost about £9 sterling. (Signed) John Morison.”
On considering which approve of the same and authorise Mr. Morison,
member of the said committee, to cause the repairs to be executed, and Fences to be
direct the chamberlain to pay the expence thereof. repaired.

The chamberlain produced the following letter from Mr. Thomas Letter from
Falconer, writer, on the part of the Faculty of Procurators in this faculty of. 17 procurators
City : — about their
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seat in High
church.

“ Glasgow, 2d August, 1804. Dear sir,—I wish the transaction between the
town of Glasgow and the faculty of procurators regarding the seat in the
High church finished as soon as possible, and which I suppose will be accom­
plished by your delivering extract of an act of the magistrates and council
explaining and sanctioning the agreement, and in return receiving from me
as treasurer to the faculty the sum of £40 sterling agreed to be paid for the
exchange and finishing of the seat.1 I am, &c., (Signed) Thos. Falconer.”

On considering which letter the magistrates and council, in terms of the
previous agreement, grant the request therein contained, and direct the
chamberlain to deliver to the faculty of procurators an extract of this
act of council upon receiving from the said body the sum of £40 sterling.

The lord provost produced a plan of the toll house proposed to be
erected by Mr. James Laurie in place of the old one, now taken down,
on considering which plan authorise Mr. James Cleland, wright, to
see the same carried into execution in the manner pointed out by him.

New sheds or The chamberlain produced a letter from James Martin and company
apartments in gtating the gun powder magazine was full and praying that an additionalpowder maga- ° ° ° •
zine. apartment may be constructed for their accommodation, on considering

which application authorise the chamberlain to cause such new sheds to
be erected as may be found necessary, the expence thereof not to exceed
£30 sterling.

Sewer on The chamberlain suggested certain alterations on the sewer
new bridge 01 &u^er 011 east S1(^e new bridge, and produced a sketch

of the proposed alterations, on considering which proposal approve of
the same and authorise the chamberlain to carry the alteration into
effect, as also to get the cornice of the bridge pointed.

Iron railing Authorise the committee formerly appointed to get the iron railing
Streetde placed on the retaining wall on the south side of Clyde Street to accept

of an offer made by John Napier for the erection of the said rail so far
as the town is interested.

New toll
house at the
old bridge.

1 Under the reseating arrangements the
Faculty of Procurators relinquished their seat
on the floor of the church, and had allocated
to them “the seat in the front of the loft
numbered 106, and situated immediately to

the left of the King’s seat.” For equality of
exchange they paid to the town £40. (See
Dr. David Murray’s article on “The Faculty
of Procurators and their Pew in the High
Church,” Regality Club, vol. iv., p. 90.)
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The lord provost mentioned that an application had been made to About repair-
him stating that unless certain repairs were made on the London road roa<L °nd°n
the mail coach behooved to be given up before winter, and suggesting
the propriety of again contributing towards repairing the said road, on
which subject delay for the present coming to any determination.

Authorise the master of work to take legal measures for inforcing Instalments
payment of the instalments still due to the town of the money sub-
scribed for procuring grain in the years 1800 and 1801. scription.

The chamberlain produced his state book containing his intro- State book
missions with the citys revenue and funds from the 1st January, 1803, ££amVeTlam.
till 1st January, 1804, with a report of the committee of council who
were appointed to examine the same. The magistrates and council
appoint the said state book and report to ly in the council chambers for
six weeks in the usual manner, for the inspection of the burgesses and
inhabitants, at the expiration of which time resolve to resume con­
sideration of that business.

There was produced a petition from the feuars in Hutchison- Petition from
town praying for pecuniary aid towards erecting a rail on Hutchison-”1
the wooden bridge which they have constructed across the Clyde, town.
or at least for permission to levy a small toll, for the space of six
months, from persons passing alongst the said bridge; on considering
which petition refuse to contribute anything towards the expence of the
said undertaking, and decline to sanction by their authority the levying
of any toll whatever on persons passing alongst the said bridge.

14 September 1804
Appoint the ground opposite to the towns hospital, which previous Ground oppo-

to the late alteration on the line of Clyde Street formed a part of that ?lte t5nYns,, , . ., , , r hospital.street, to be inclosed with a wall and iron rail, and authorise the master
of work to see this carried into effect.

Having resumed consideration of the application by the towns agent, Joint agent
Mr. William Buchanan, for having Mr. Walter Dickson, writer to thefor fche city'
signet, and his partner in business, conjoined with him as agent for the
city, in the room of Mr. Frederick Fotheringham, recently appointed
one of his Majestys commissioners of excise, the magistrates and council



The Grocer
battalion of
volunteers.

Petition for
repair of
roads in
Argyllshire.

Oil for Gor­
bals lamps.

Act about
exchange of
burgess
tickets.

424 EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS [1804.

grant the request made by Mr. Buchanan and unanimously nominate and
appoint the said William Buchanan and Walter Dickson to be joint agents
fox' this city in Edinburgh from this date, with power to conduct the
towns processes and other business at Edinburgh (including the money
transactions in the chamberlains department) in the same manner as the
citys agents there have formerly been in use to do.

The lord provost produced a letter from Charles Walker, esquire,
lieutenant colonel commandant of the Grocers battalion of Glasgow
volunteers, stating that that corps had now been completed to the number
of 356, on considering which letter resolve to present the said corps with a
suit of colours, and authorise the chamberlain to pay the expence thereof.

Baillie Campbell produced a draft of a petition from Sir Alexander
Campbell of Arkinglass himself, and certain other proprietors of lands in
Argyllshire, to the honourable the commissioners appointed by act of
parliament for directing the making of roads and bridges through the
Highlands, praying that a part of the money annually appropriated to
the above mentioned purposes may be applied in forming- a road from
Ardno on Lochfine through Hells Glen to the head of Lochgoil, which
will prove highly beneficial not only to the inhabitants of that part of the
country but to the commercial cities and towns situated on the river and
firth of Clyde, and requested that the city would give its countenance to
this application; on considering which petition grant baillie Campbells
request and authorise the lord provost, on the part of the city, to subscribe
the said petition but in such terms as not to bind the city to pay any part
of the expence attending the formation of the said road.

There was produced a petition from the resident baillies and feuars
of the village of Gorbals, praying to be allowed an additional quantity of
oil for supplying an additional number of lamps rendered necessary by
the great extension of that village, on considering which petition appoint
a committee to enquire into this business and to report.

The clerks produced the following memorial: —
An application having been lately made to the dean of guild and his council
by James Sym, mathematical instrument maker, to have his designation
changed for that of hammerman (he being a member of that corporation), and
to have a new burgess ticket issued to him in that character, a doubt arose in 
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the court as to the amount of the freedom fine which he ought to pay, whether
the large fine payable by a stranger or the low fine payable by the son of a
freeman. Reference was made to the act of council, 30th of August, 1/80,1
relative to this subject, but the terms of that act being rather indistinct and
ambiguous the clerks beg leave to suggest the propriety of the magistrates
and council declaring explicitly by a new act what is the precise import of the
act above alluded to.
On considering which memorial the magistrates and council, in explana­
tion of the act of council 30th of August, 1780, hereby enact and declare
that in future burgesses wishing io have their tickets changed and to enter
in a new character shall be allowed to do so on payment of new of the same
freedom fines which they paid at their first entry, viz., burgesses,
originally strangers, upon payment of the high fine, and burgesses, sons
of freemen, sons in law of freemen, or apprentices, upon payment of the
low fine which they at first paid.

The lord provost stated that his excellency, the right honble. the earl Lord Moira
of Moira, commander in chief of his Majestys forces in Scotland, was honorary a°
expected in town next week, and suggested the propriety of presenting burgess.
his lordship with the freedom of the city, of which proposal the magistrates
and council unanimously approve, and as a mark of their high respect for
and admiration of the distinguished virtues and talents of the noble earl,
both as a soldier and as a citizen, and of the grateful sense which they, in
common with their fellow countrymen, entertain of his lordships patriotic
exertions at this important crisis, they unanimously admit his lordship
an honorary burgess and guild brother of this city; and appoint the lord
provost to present an extract of this act of council to his excellency alongst
with his burgess ticket.

On the proposal also of the lord provost, the magistrates and council, General
as a mark of the high esteem which thev entertain for his character as a VTe™yss

it i t n 11 • . • , . admitted ansoldier and as a gentleman, and of their entire approbation of his conduct honorary
since his appointment as commander of his Majestys forces in this district, burSess-
unanimously admit his excellency major general Wemyss of Wemyss to
be an honorary burgess and guild brother of this city.

The towns agents at Edinburgh gave in a state of the processes and State of
1 Glasg. Rec., vol. vii., p. 610. towns pro-
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cesses at
Edinburgh.

other branches of business under their management [MS. Council Record,
pp. 193-211, including the following : —]

Town of Ren­
frew against
city.

This action is brought principally for the purpose of having two walls
which were erected by order of the trustees on the river Clyde under authority
of act of parliament, for the purpose of protecting the boats, Ac., employed
in deepening the river and situated near the ferry boat of Renfrew removed,
under pretence of the right of fishing belonging to the town of Renfrew being
impeded and hurt. The summons narrates that the pursuers had the right
of spreading or stenting their nets on both sides of the river Clyde from
Marling ford to about or near Dalnotter, and that the pursuers and their
tacksmen had the right of using a ferry boat or boats any where betwixt
Marling ford and Renfield, on both sides of the river Clyde, and that the
pursuers and their tacksmen had without interuption enjoyed these rights,
and that of themselves and their tacksmen passing and repassing from shott
to shott for carrying their nets or fish or for other purposes, on the margin
of the river at and within high water mark, past memory of man, etc., and
concludes that it ought and should be found and declared by decreet of the
lords of council and session that the pursuers had a right of fishing and
spreading their nets, Ac., wherever they had a mind. [Parties are to prepare

Claim of pre­
cedency,
Glasgow and
Perth.

“ informations ” and, “ at their mutual expence, to engrave Mr. Kyles plan1
produced,” with a view to further procedure.]

Memorials having been ordered, as stated in last report, and Mr. Campbell
having prepared that on the part of the commissioner for the city of Glasgow,
the question came before the convention of royal burghs, at their general
meeting in July last, when upon an advising the convention found that the
provost of Perth had no title to the seat claimed by him as his right, neither
had the lord provost of Glasgow or any member of convention a preferable
right to another to occupy the seat on the right hand of the president thereof,
and therefore they dismissed the claims of the parties. Against this judgement
the provost of Perth protested, with the view, it is believed, of bringing the
matter before the court of session in November next.

Admiralty
advocation
Simpson
against
Stewart.

This advocation was brought at the instance of Captain John Simpson
of his Majestys ship Tourterrelle against Allan Stewart, mason in Glasgow,
and the water baillie of that city. The circumstances which gave rise to
this action are shortly these:—Stewart had two apprentices who broke their

1 An engraved copy of the plan is bound kept in the Town-Clerks office.
up in the volume of “Session Papers, 1802,”
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indentures and went on board this ship as volunteers. A petition was
presented by Stewart to the water baillie for warrant to apprehend them,
then on board the Tourterelle, lying within the acknowledged jurisdiction of
the water baillie, and warrant was granted in the usual form. A messenger
was employed to put the warrant into execution, but was deforced by Captain
Simpson, though he admitted the apprentices were on board the ship at the
time. This deforcement gave occasion to another petition being presented to
the water baillie praying for warrant to apprehend the captain himself and
to bring him to Glasgow for examination. This being granted the captain
was apprehended at Greenock, but having requested permission to call on the
magistrates of Greenock, who at that time were in the council chamber of
that place, they, along with Mr. Eneas Morison, their town clerk, in the most
unprecedented and irregular manner, after denying the powers of the water
baillie to grant warrants of apprehension within their jurisdiction, liberated
the captain and committed the messenger. Captain Simpson immediately
thereafter brought an advocation before the high court of admiralty, which
being answered on 2d April, and several other steps gone into, in which the
judge admirals orders were declined to be implemented, from his being an
incompetent judge in questions regarding the nature and extent of jurisdictions,
he, on 5 June, passed the bill and found expences due. A petition was after­
wards given in for the water baillie, as a matter of form, which was refused,
and the advocation passed. Against this judgement the water baillie brought
an advocation before the court of session, which was sisted by Lord Woodhouselee
and intimated to the agent for Simpson as well as to the high admiral. The
bill being lodged, the agent for Captain Simpson borrowed it up to answer,
which has not yet been done, or the bill returned, on pretence that it cannot
be drawn till instructions are received from the board of admiralty in London.
It may here be proper to remark that petitions and complaints at the instance
of the water baillie of Glasgow against Captain Simpson, and against the
magistrates of Greenock and their town clerk for their improper conduct, were
prepared in order to be presented to the court of session, but upon considering
the present state of matters it was judged more prudent to have an action of
declarator of the water baillies jurisdiction over the river Clyde and its harbours
first instituted, which would come forward upon the sitting down of the court
of session.

This summons calls for production of a tack of a piece of ground on the Summons,
shore of Greenock for nineteen times nineteen years, and thereafter for nineteenIjOrd

cart against
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times nineteen years, dated 18th March 1672, granted by Sir John Shaw,
younger, of Greenock, and his father to the Fishing Company; assignation
by the Fishing Company to provost Barnes, dated 20th April 1683, and
assignation by him to the magistrates of Glasgow, dated 22nd September 1684.
It concludes for reduction of these deeds and removal from the subjects, or
failing of that to prohibit the magistrates from using the subjects for any
other purpose than curing of herrings or other fishes, &c. It further concludes
for payment of £200 Scots of grassum at the end of every nineteen years and
interest. After’ sundry steps of procedure and a full hearing had taken
place, the lord ordinary pronounced the following interlocutor : “ The lord
ordinary having considered the petition and remit from the court and heard
parties procurators, finds the defenders liable to the pursuer for the two last
grassums for the subjects in question, and interest thereof since the same
respectively fell due, and quoad ultra assoilzies the defenders from the con­
clusions of the libel and decerns accordingly.”

PeterStewart This summons is brought in order to have a decreet of the water baillie
against pro- reduced and set aside, as fining and amerciating him in the sum of 20s.curator fiscal .of water payable to the procurator fiscal for the public use, and also finding Stewart
baillie court. Hable in the expence of process, which the baillie modified to 19s. sterling,

and granting warrant to apprehend him till payment, on account of his
refusing to take a cargo of coals on board his vessel, when there had been no
other cargo of any description offered to him by any other person, for which
cargo it was agreed he should receive the regulated price as fixed by the magis­
trates and town council of Glasgow, but which Stewart refused to accept of. The
summons having been taken out to see, and returned with defences, came in
the course of the rolls before Lord Hermand, when the usual preliminary steps
in a reduction were gone through up to the 7th of July last. The case itself
will come to be pled in November.

Incorporation On 6 August 1804 the skinners presented a bill of advocation to the court
arrainst1^3 sess’on complaining of a judgement of the magistrates of Glasgow, by which
magistrates, it was found that the magistrates of Glasgow had produced a title sufficient

in law to entitle them to insist in an action of removing against the incorpora­
tion of skinners from that part of the Green of Glasgow called the Skinners
Green. The bill was sisted by Lord Cullen, and answers appointed to be given
in. Answers have accordingly been given in for the magistrates, a copy of
which has been given the town clerk, and so soon as replies are lodged the
same will be borrowed and a copy sent west to Glasgow.

city of
Glasgow.
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1 October 1804
The lord provost stated that, in terms of the act of parliament of theCommittee

44th of George the 3rd, cap. 66, it was necessary for the magistrates and provide men
council, as representing the heritors of the burgh, to meet or authorise
certain persons as their agents to meet for the purpose of appointing a
person to provide the men to be raised by the different parishes of the
city under the provisions of the said act, on considering which statement
the magistrates and council appoint a committee to meet on Monday, 8th
instant, for the purpose above mentioned.

[George Andrew, keeper of bridwell, produced his accounts for half year Bridewell
to 30th June last. During that period 148 persons had been imprisoned,accounts-
of whom 81 had been liberated and 67 remained on 30th June. Received for
earnings of prisoners, £276 3s. Hid.; other items, £8 3s. 3d.; total, £284 7s. 2id.
Expended on maintenance of prisoners, £212 2s. Id.; other outlays, £39 13s. 9d :
paid prisoners in cash, £54 6s. 7Jd.; total, £306 2s. 54d.; balance, £21 15s. 3d.;
expended for necessaries in bridwell, £19 17s.; keeper’s wages, £40; together,
£81 12s. 3d., which the treasurer was authorised to pay to the keeper. His
account for the hospital or sick room was remitted to the master of work for
report.]

[William Hood eldest bailie of the towns of Port Glasgow and Newark.] Bailie of Port
Glasgow.

2 October 1804
[John Hamilton, provost; William Cuthbertson, Kirkman Finlay, and Election of

John M'Caull, of the merchant rank, and William Aird and Andrew Patton, ?r?,Xost’’bailies, &c.
of the trades rank, bailies. J

5 October 1804
[Twelve merchants and eleven craftsmen councillors for the ensuing year.] Election of

councillors.
10 October 1804

[John Laurie, dean of guild; George Lyon, deacon convener; Robert Election of
Austin, treasurer; Robert M'Nair, bailie, and James Cook, conjunct bailie of guild,
of Gorbals; Charles Household, water bailie; David Scott, depute water bailie; °*
Richard Smellie, master of work; Alexander Struthers, visitor of maltmen;
John Morison, bailie of Provan; John Bennet, procurator fiscal; James
Reddie, Richard Henderson, and Robert Thomson, town clerks.]

J
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Committees, [Appointments of annual committee and committee on town’s hospital,
commis- Clyde commissioners, bridge commissioners, committees on Grammar School,sioners, J ° ... .
directors. tradesmen’s accounts, bridewell, quarries and mills, river Clyde, chamberlain’s

books, Port Glasgow harbour, common sewers, and jail, and directors of Sunday
schools.]

2-5 October 1804
Assessment [Persons in town’s hospital on 9th August last, including chaplain, house-
for the poor, keeper, clerk, and two servants, 384; poor children put out to nurse, 390;

families in indigent circumstances supplied with meal, 433; families who
receive reduced wages at 20s. each, 133; poor apprentices who are clothed from
the funds of the hospital, 29. Estimated expense, <£6,130 ; revenue, £940.
Deficiency, including expense of collection, £5,265, to be raised by assessment.]

March dyke Upon considering a letter from James Miller, tenant of the
be repaired0 ^>rovan niiln lands, and James Thomson, overseer for Captain Christie,

authorise the master of work to concurr with the said James Thomson in
repairing the march dyke betwixt the Provan miln lands and those
belonging to Captain Christie, and appoint the said work to be done under
the inspection of Mr. John Morison, baillie of Provan.

Lane on the The lord provost produced the following letter from Mr. James Hill,
.writer:—“Glasgow, IGth October, 1804. My lord,—The proprietors of

Street. Saint Vincent Street are obliged to leave eight feet of their back ground
for a lane, and the town give other eight feet from the ground immediately
north of Saint Vincent Street for the same purpose. The proprietors
have desired me to apply to the magistrates and town council to get the
said lane paved, and they will pay the half of the expence of the same,
as the amount shall be ascertained by the master of work. I have the
honor to be, &c., (signed) James Hill.” Upon considering which letter,
and that the ground to the north of the lane is the property of the city,
which will be benefited by paving the said lane, the magistrates and
council agree to Mr. Hills proposal, direct the master of work to get the
said lane causewayed without delay, and authorise him to receive payment
of one half of the expence thereof from Mr. Hill.

Petition for There was presented to the magistrates and council a petition from
Hamilton for Robert Hamilton, jailor, [asking that the security to be found by him
a limitation should be limited to £2,000 or £3,000; and stating] that he feels from his
of his caution
as jailor.
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advanced state of life, and the severe indisposition with which he is at
times afflicted, neither his health nor strength to be now such as are
requisite in the discharge of the important and laborious trust committed
to him. He would still, however, [if the limited security were accepted,
continue to exert himself in the discharge of his office.] On considering
which petition the magistrates and council appoint the said Robert
Hamilton, in the meantime, to continue to discharge the duty of
jailor, and without delay to find caution of new to the extent of £3,000,
as specified in the above petition, the town to be at the expence of the
new bond, and farther authorise the clerks to inform him of this resolution
and appointment, and to let him know that in the event of his being
removed from his office a reasonable provision will be made for his support
in his old age. And as it appears from his petition that the said Robert
Hamilton rather declines remaining any longer in his said office direct the
town clerks to put in an advertisement in the different newspapers stating
that a person properly qualified is at present wanted to fill the office of

Town clerks
to advertise
for a new

jailor in the tolbooth of this city, and requesting such persons as intend jailor.
to become candidates for the said office to give in their applications to the
lord provost or the city clerks without delay.

Appoint David Scott and James Cleland, as a committee, to assist Towns
the master of works in putting up the rail in front of the towns hospital. hosPltal-

15 November 1804
The lord provost produced a petition from Dr. Taylor, minister of the Petition

High Church, of which the tenor follows : — about part of
° price of High

“ Unto the lord provost, magistrates, and town council of Glasgow. Thechurcb Slebe-
representation of Dr. Taylor, of the High church, sheweth,—That he has now
executed contracts of sale of all the lots of the High church glebe in terms of
the act of parliament. That in carrying on the sale and executing these
contracts he has been subjected to considerable expence, for defraying which
no provision was made by the said act. That as the sale is for the melioration
of the benefice in all time coming, it is reasonable that the said expense should
be defrayed from funds belonging to the same if any such can be found. That
a number of years ago £34 sterling were procured for a portion of the Glebe
for the Monkland Canal road, which now forms part of one of the streets laid 
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off in terms of the act of parliament, which sum was by order of the city
council and presbytery deposited in the Thistle Bank, where it still remains,
the representer drawing the annual interest of the same, which amounts to the
trifling sum of about 27s. yearly. That it would be proper for the
advantage of future incumbents to have the contracts of sale put into the
register in Glasgow for preservation of writs, and as they are twelve in
number, it is presumed this would not cost less than .£12 sterling. That it is
apprehended the floating sum of .£34 sterling could not more properly and
equitably laid put than in registering said contracts and in defraying the
expence already incurred so far as it will go. That from the inclosed note
it appears that this sum is unequal to both these purposes. Yet if it is allowed
to the representer he engages to see the contracts all put into the register,
whatever the expense may be. Praying therefore that it may please the lord
provost, magistrates, and council to consider what is here set forth, and if they
are satisfied of the reasonableness of the proposal to give their concurrence,
along with the presbytery of Glasgow, in applying the said £34 for the above
purposes. (Signed) William Taylor.” Along with the petition there was pro­
duced an account of the expences attending the sale of the High Church glebe,
and an extract of the minute of the presbytery of Glasgow consenting to Dr.
Taylors proposal in the said petition, provided the magistrates and council
approved of the same.
On considering which petition and productions remit to the clerks to
enquire into this business and to report whether the magistrates and
council can legally grant Dr. Taylors request.

Chamberlain On Oie statement of the chamberlain that the tack of the subjects
authorised m called the sawmiln, belonging to the city and at present possessed by
miln. " William Mirrlees, expired at Whitsunday last, authorise the chamberlain

to settle with Mr. Mirrlees in terms of the tack and to set the said subjects
of new to the best advantage.

Process The chamberlain, referring to the verdict of the jury and consequent
against the sentence pronounced by the Sheriff of Renfrewshire in September last,
the river in the action at the instance of Archibald Speirs against the magistrates
Ciyde. anj council, as trustees on the river Clyde, stated that, as the damages

awarded by the jury appeared to be extravagant in the extreme and would
constitute a perpetual hurthen on the (rust funds, the committee had in
the meantime directed the opinion of counsel to be taken whether the 
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verdict and consequent procedure could be reduced and set aside, and had
appointed the chamberlain as superintendant of the river to withdraw,
by public advertisement, the authority of the trustees from persons
tracking vessels by means of horses on Air. Speirs grounds, and to intimate
the same to Air. Speirs in a formal protest, containing an express reserva­
tion of the right of the trustees to resume the tracking of vessels by horses
on the said lands when they should deem it expedient. Of which pro­
ceedings the magistrates and council approve.

Air. Reddie stated that, agreeably to the suggestion of several members The proposed
of council, he had laid the proposed regulations relative to the jail before for the jail
the lord president of the court of session, and that his lordship had delayed-
expressed his approbation of the regulations in general, and particularly
of the weekly visitation of the jail by professional people, to prevent the
illegal detention of prisoners, and of the exaction of certain small dues
from the incarcerator which were formerly paid by the prisoner, but
doubted the legality of exacting any dues whatever from the prisoner,
and requested the magistrates and council to delay establishing the said
regulations for a few weeks untill his lordship should have time to call
the attention of the other judges of the court of session to the subject,
with the view of having a general rule as to the exaction of dues from
prisoners fixed for all the different jails in Scotland. On considering
which statement delay in the meantime establishing the proposed regulations.

There was produced a letter from Allan Fowlis, the tenant of the Proposal from
towns property at the foot of the Saltmarket, stating that if the town
would take the tack of the said property off his hands and allow him to UP his tack.
be free thereof at Whitsunday next, he was willing to pay £100 of rent
for this current year, which was considerably higher than the rent paid
for that property last year. The magistrates and council remit the said
letter to the dean of guild [and others], as a committee, to consider the
same, and authorise them to take such steps against Fowlis or make such
agreement with him as to them shall seem most advantageous for the
community.

6 December 1804
The dean of guild, as convener of the committee appointed at last Report on

meeting of council to consider the offer made by Allan Fowlis [reported proposal^1’8
2 E
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(hat (ho committee] had agreed to take the subjects in question off his
hands upon his paying £50 at present and giving good security for other
£50 payable at Whitsunday next, and had farther agreed that the extent
of the repairs to be executed by the said Allan Fowlis should be referred
to Messrs. John Morison and John Brown, wrights, of which proceedings
the magistrates and council approve.

Oiler for the The chamberlain stated that an offer had been made to him of a
rellt of £150 per annum for the subjects at present possessed by Allan

Alix: Few'.is. Fowlis as above mentioned, upon a lease of fifteen years, the tenant to
be at the expence of the necessary repairs, which offer the magistrates
and council refer to the gentlemen formerly appointed as a committee to
treat with Allan Fowlis, to consider the same and to report.

Ik-rKsr. the The town clerks gave in the following report relative to the
ffytr-y" application made by Dr. Taylor, minister of the High church, at last

meeting of council: —
We Lave perused the act of parliament for feuing the High church glebe,

and also rhe act for making a navigable cut or canal and waggon way from
me coalleries in the parishes of Old and New Monkland to the city of Glasgow,
under which the small fund alluded to in Dr. Taylors petition has arisen. We
find nothing in these acts inconsistent with the application of the said fund
in the manner pointed out by Dr. Taylor. We are of opinion that the
appropriation of the said floating fund must be regulated by the principles

the common law, and we conceive that the application of the said fund to
defraying the expenses necessarily attending the sale of the High church

glebe and to the recording of the deeds, by which the rights of the present
anu ci all future incumbents are secured, is a legal appropriation as being
for *ne permanent advantage of the benefice.”

On considering which report the magistrates and council, as heritors of
the parish, hereby consent and concur along with the presbytery, and
grant the request contained in Dr. Taylors petition, and upon the
producing to the clerks an authenticated account of the expense incurred
in the sale of the glebe and recording the above mentioned deeds
authorise him to uplift the aforesaid sum and to apply it towards pay­
ment of the .said expense.

I,rovof>f produced 4i letter from Dr. Porteous requesting 
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a new cloath for the pulpit of the Wynd church, and also that certain cloths for
repairs might be made upon and certain necessary articles of furniture pulpits‘
provided for the session house of the said church. Farther, the lord
provost produced a letter from Dr. Ritchie, likewise requesting a new
cloth for the pulpit of Saint Andrews church. On considering which
letters remit to the lord provost and magistrates, with the master of
work, to consider the subject thereof and to order such repairs as may
seem proper.

There having’ been produced a letter from the Grahamston baking Proposal for a
company requesting that they might be accommodated with a part of grotmd^n
the vacant ground adjacent to the meal market for a term of years, for^tontrose** Street
the purpose of erecting a bakehouse and ovens thereon, upon their paying
a reasonable rent for the same, the magistrates and council remit to
the dean of guild, the master of work, and the chamberlain to consider
the proposal of the Grahamston baking company, and to report their
opinion as to the propriety of complying with their request.

Upon the motion of the dean of guild remit to the abovementioned Rent to be
committee to report what rent, in their opinion, ought to be paid by the E^ound^ccu-
commissioners of police for the part of the vacant ground above P’ed by the
described occupied by them, and also what rent ought to be paid by the pollco’
said commissioners for the area situated between the slaughter-house and
the north end of the old bridge, at present occupied by them as a
dunghill.

There was produced a petition from baillie AI‘Caull, William Petition to
Fleming, and John Thomson [stating] ‘"that in the year 1796 theyfeu
became proprietors of a lot of ground in Montrose Street, the ground ground in
rent of which amounts to £5 18s. lid., which they are now desirous street*6
to purchase at twenty five years purchase, in terms of the feu contract.”
On considering which remit the same to the clerks and the chamberlain
to enquire whether the request made in the said petition be agreeable
to the terms of the feu contract, and whether the same ought to be
granted, and provided it be the opinion of the clerks that the said
request ought to be granted, authorise them to make out and deliver the
necessary writings upon the chamberlains receiving payment of the
purchase money.
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presented a petition from the owners and masters of
on the river Clyde requesting an enlargement of the

Petition for
an enlarge­
ment of the
Broomielaw
quay.

Proposal for
erecting an
iron raffing
on the north
of Calton
Green.

There was
vessels trading
quay and the erection of an additional crane at the Broomielaw, which
petition remit to the committee on the river to consider the same and
to report.

The lord provost produced the following letter from Mr. Robert
Struthers, accompanied with a plan of the alterations therein proposed : —
Glasgow, 7th November, 1804. My lord,—I beg leave to transmit herewith to
your lordship a sketch or plan of a railing which I would propose to erect
on the Green dyke, opposite my property fronting Kent Street, and which I
request your lordship to submit to the consideration of the town council. For
this purpose I would take down the Green dyke so far as it extends opposite
my property from east to west, which occupies a line of about 306 feet, and
to erect on that line a parapet wall three feet high, to have a coping, and on
that wall to erect a cast iron rail five feet high. In the centre of that line,
opposite Kent Street, I would propose to make a cast iron gateway for carriages,
&c., to have an opening on each side into the Green for foot passengers; the
expense of these operations to be defrayed by me, the materials of the present
dyke, so far as proposed to be taken down, to belong to me.

I beg leave to state to your lordship that several of the trees in the Green,
opposite my property in this quarter, project so far ovex- the dyke on the road
as to reach within a foot or a foot and a half of the front walls of some of the
new houses I have erected there, whereby they are obviously injured. To remove
the injury, I submit to your lordship and the gentlemen of the Green committee
that the projecting branches which occasion the injury ought to be lopped off,
and I hope that your lordship and the gentlemen composing said committee
will make such order therein as to your lordship and them shall seem just.
I am, &c.
Of which application, delay the consideration till next meeting of council.

Report about The committee appointed to consider the application by the feuars of
the Gorbals Qorhalls for an allowance of an additional quantity of oil for supplying

their lamps gave in the following report: —
“ The committee have perused the representation or petition of the 14th

of'September last, given in by the resident baillies and feuars of the village
of Gorballs, as also the representation for James M'Lachlan and others, dated
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6th January, 1802,1 to which the former refers as being more full, and on which
the committee will make some observations. The representers say that the town
of Glasgow has supplied their lamps with oil for time immemorial. The
committee desired Mr. Smellie, master of work, to look back into the late
master of works books to find out, if possible, at what time the city of Glasgow
began to furnish oil for the Gorbals lamps. From the books in Mr. Smellies
possession it appeal’s the first oil was furnished in winter 1790 and 1791.

The representers found their claim solely on the two pennies a pint being
levied by the city from the Gorballs, from which they infer that the town of
Glasgow came under an obligation to light the Gorballs lamps. But there is
no clause in or can be inferred from the act of parliament to which the repre­
senters allude to authorise any such conclusion. On the contrary, the act
condescends on what the city of Glasgow was to do for the Gorballs, namely,
to pave the streets, but no notice is there taken of lighting these lamps.
The committee cannot say whether or not the city of Glasgow ever paved
the Gorball streets or gave money for that purpose. If at any time they did
so it must have been withdrawn for a very long time back.

The representers lay stress upon what the city of Glasgow has done for
Port Glasgow, which is under the same act. But the fact is that Port Glasgow
became so very expensive to the city of Glasgow, by the latters paying the
ministers stipends and other public and parochial burdens, that they made a
bargain with the town of Port Glasgow to take all these burthens upon them­
selves, in lieu of which they were allowed to uplift the two pennies a pint,
by which bargain the city of Glasgow became considerable savers.

The Gorballs is a considerable expence on the city and to a greater extent
than what the latter draws from the feus and entries of that village, but what­
ever the city may draw’ either from real property there or the two pennies a
pint, no claim can be thence founded that the city of Glasgow should furnish
to the village of Gorballs oil for their lamps. From a statement made out bv
Mr. Smellie it appears that for six years preceding this season the sums paid
by the city of Glasgow’ for oil to light the lamps in the Gorballs amounted
to £126 2s. 9d. sterling, making on an average of these six years £21 Os. old.
per annum.

The committee cannot see any just ground for the baillies and feuars of
Gorballs expecting that the city of Glasgow should pay to them a sum annually
for any purpose whatever, but as it has been the custom for some years past for

1 Antea, pp. 287-8.
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the city to furnish or pay for oil to light the Gorballs lamps, and it might be
deemed hard and as taking them at an unawares to withdraw the said
allowance, particularly at this season of the year, the committee report it as
their opinion and would recommend it to the magistrates and council that the
representers be allowed from the city the sum of twenty guineas annually, for
three years only from this time, to enable them to purchase oil for their lamps,
so that at the expiry of the said three years the heritors of the Gorballs, should
they be so inclined, may have an opportunity of raising a fund for that
purpose.”
On considering which report the magistrates and council approve of the
same, and authorise the treasurer to pay to the resident bail lies of Gorballs
the annual sum of twenty guineas mentioned in the report, for the period
of three years from the present time, the said sum to be employed by the
said baillies in the purchase of oil for their lamps.

Letter from There was produced the following letter from the masters of the
masters of the Grammar School:—“Our classes having increased very much of late,
School. we now find that the hall of the Grammar School is too small for ordinary

meetings, and gentlemen who have attended the annual examination must
have observed that the confusion occasioned by this circumstance has
been very great. We would therefore request that you would adopt some
plan for the extension of the hall as soon as convenient. Without pre­
suming to dictate, we are humbly of opinion that this may be done at a

Letter from moderate expence by the junction of the east room.” There was produced
Dr. Ritchie. a letter from Dr. Ritchie, complaining, on behalf of his parishioners, of

the custom of allowing the soldiers stationed in the barracks to occupy
Saint Andrews church on Sunday, and stating that the seats were thereby
much dirtied, to the great inconvenience of those who have them taken
in lease. Upon which letters being read the lord provost represented that
if the hall in the Grammar School were enlarged, by taking in the room
on the east, the schoolmasters would not only thereby receive the accom­
modation they wished but the hall would be rendered a convenient place
for public worship, of which the magistrates might in future, if they

The Grammar thought fit, give the soldiers the use on Sunday. On considering which
behenhraedtoktters an^ i‘ePreseiltat^ons magistrates and council remit to baillie

e en argc . g^berts©!!, yfr Cleland, and the master of work, to get the Grammar
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School hall enlarged in the manner above mentioned, at as little expence
as possible.

28 December 1804
The committee appointed to consider the offer made for a lease of Report about

11  c, . , , o, , subjects atthe subjects belonging to the town at the foot of the baitmarket btreet the foot of
gave in the following report: — Saltmarket.

According to appointment, we, your committee, have inspected the above
mentioned property, and are of opinion that if it was put into a sufficient state
of repair and let separately it would bring about £180 per annum. But as
the buildings have been much neglected and would require considerable repairs,
as some parts of the property may now and then remain unlet, and as John
Kay, wright, has offered to take a tack of the whole for fifteen years, at the
rent of £150 per annum, and to make and maintain all repairs at his own
charge, and as your committee knows that another person is also desirous to
have the property, they recommend it to the council to set up the whole to
public roup on the [conditions specified in the report.]

Which report having been read, the magistrates and council approve
of the same, and authorise the committee to adopt the measures therein
proposed, with power to make such additional stipulations in the articles
of roup as they shall think proper, and with special instructions to insert
a clause in the said articles enumerating what shall be deemed legal
nuisances, and declaring that the magistrates and council shall be
judges of this point in the event of any complaint being made against
the tenants during the subsistence of the lease.

The lord provost produced the following additional application from Additional
Mr. Robert Struthers:— applicationabout iron
Glasgow, 25th December, 1804. My lord,—I beg leave to state to your lordship, chiton Green
in addition to what I mentioned in my letter of 27th ultimo on the subject of
my proposal to erect a gate and cast iron railing at the Green dyke, opposite
Kent Street, that if permitted to make the alteration in question I will most
cheerfully execute any papers which the magistrates and council may consider
necessary to declare that the ornaments, though done and mentained at my
expense, belong exclusively to the city, and that the magistrates and council
are fully authorized to remove or dispose of the same as of any other part of
the corporation property.
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Altho’ I am extremely anxious to be permitted to make the improvement
myself, at sight of a committee to be named by the magistrates and council,
yet should that not meet with the approbation of your lordship and the other
members, I will adopt any othei' plan which your lordship and they may judge
proper. I am, Ac.
On considering which application, with the letter formerly presented by
Mr. Struthers and ingrossed in the minutes of last meeting of council,
and the vote being put, the magistrates and council, by a majority, agree
that a wall and iron railing shall be erected on the present site of the
Green dyke, opposite to Mr. Struthers property, as described in his
application, upon the following conditions :—First, that the said wall and
railing shall be erected of the form, dimensions, and sufficiency to
be fixed and determined by a committee of council to be afterwards
named. Secondly, that in the said wall and railing there shall be no
openings, large or small, for the admission of foot passengers, horses,
cattle, or carriages into the Green, except one large iron gate, the key
of which shall lye in the custody of the magistrates, and which gate shall
only be opened by the orders of the magistrates. Thirdly, that Mr.
Struthers shall grant such a special deed and obligation with regard to the
erection, keeping in repair, and demolition or removal of the said wall
and railing, and with regard to the construction, if required, of a new wall
of the form and dimensions of the present, as the clerks may think
necessary in law, for securing the rights and interest of the community,
and as the magistrates and council shall afterwards approve. And farther
appoint the clerks to make a draft of the said deed by next meeting of
council.

Proposal The lord provost produced a memorial, addressed to the magistrates
lunatic^assy- anc^ council by a committee of the managers of the towns hospital, of
lum. which the tenor follows : —

“ Sometime ago a representation having been made to the directors of the
towns hospital on the state of the ward appropriated for persons in a state
of insanity, a committee was appointed to enquire into the fitness and provision
made for the relief of such as labour under that heavy calamity.

The committee having accordingly examined into the state of the cells of
the hospital, and having corresponded with persons in various parts of the
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kingdom who have had the best opportunities of knowledge on this interesting
subject, unanimously reported that in their opinion the ward in the hospital
was wholly inadequate for its object and never could be made a fit place for the
accommodation, relief or comfort of the unhappy persons under consideration.
That ground should be purchased and a house built entirely appropriated to
the purposes of a lunatic asylum, and under proper regulations and manage­
ment an institution of this nature would cost the public little after the expence
of the first erection. The directors having heard the report of the committee,
unanimously approved of it, and farther appointed a committee from the
different bodies that the directors are composed of to wait on the magistrates
to lay the business before them and the other public bodies in the city, to request
their aid and countenance in forwarding the design, and farther to use every
exertion and adopt every means they judged necessary for carrying the
benevolent object into effect.

The committee thus appointed having accordingly met, beg leave, as one
of their first steps, respectfully to address you on this important subject.

Among those afflicted with the dreadful disease of insanity are various
descriptions of persons and susceptable of various degrees of comfort and
relief, some afford the hope of ease, others of great abatement of the disease,
and amongst those who may be judged incurable some have lucid intervals
in which they can enjoy many of the comforts of human life, while almost all
are capable of having the evils of their unhappy state alleviated and diminished.
Besides the general object, therefore, of preventing them by confinoment from
injuring their fellow creatures, a humane community will consider, in the
place appropriated for the insane, two farther objects, the means of ease and
of comfort, they will endeavour to provide such accommodation as is suited
to the state of those whose disorder affords the hope of recovery, and to all such
means of alleviation and enjoyment as the various circumstances of their
disease will permit them to receive. But for such desirable objects the present
ward of the hospital is wholly inadequate, and cannot from its situation be
made sufficient in any tolerable degree. It is absolutely necessary that an
asylum undei' regulations suited to its peculiar nature be appropriated for
the reception and accommodation of the insane, placed in a retired but healthy
situation, with such a space of ground surrounding it as would allow the benefit
and enjoyment of exercise and good air when the nature of their disease
permitted. And who is there who would not wish to afford to their fellow
creatures afflicted with so terrible a calamity the fullest means and opportunities
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of cure? Or what object more desirable, not only in the view of private but
of public good, than that of restoring to health, comfort, and usefulness those
unfortunate fellow citizens who by sad disease had been lost to society and their
friends, or whose cure seems impossible; who is there that would not wish to
alleviate their dreadful misfortunes, to afford them some comfort in the midst
of theix- wretchedness, and at least not to add to their calamity the other
diseases and evils which must necessarily arise from the want of such con­
veniences and accommodation as are suited to their unfortunate situation.
Surely humanity, religion, every sentiment of private and public good,
powerfully unite to enforce attention to such an object. It is also to be
considered that no class of society is exempted from the disease of insanity.
The wealthiest citizen as well as the poorest labourer may require to be secluded
from society in the abodes appropriated for the reception of the insane. These
must at present be removed for the want of suitable accommodation to a great
distance, far from the affectionate inspection of friends, boarded at a vast
expence and wholly committed to the care of strangers whose views are neces­
sarily of a private and mercenary nature, and who have little interest in the
recovery, relief, and comfort of those intrusted to their charge.

It is much, therefore, to be desired that accommodation for persons of
this class should be found in our neighbourhood, free of such disadvantages
and accompanied with such conveniences and comforts as both the feelings of
relations and the habits of the afflicted individuals require. Thus, too, not
only the advantage of this description of persons would be promoted but means
would be afforded for bettering the situation of the poor and relieving the
community from the burthen of providing for their support. And this leads
us to another observation, which we beg leave to bring under your notice.
From the reports of the different lunatic asylums established throughout Britain
it appears that the sums paid annually by the more wealthy for boarding and
other peculiar accommodation suited to their station have been such as in a
great degree to defray the general expenditure.

The expence of this institution will be therefore chiefly at its commence­
ment. Afterwards it will, by proper regulations, contribute in a great degree
to the support of itself.

These considerations, the committee are confident, will recommend the
proposed lunatic asylum to your countenance and aid. This city has often
distinguished itself in the cause of humanity. Its public buildings for business
and amusement are various and magnificent. One building, in particular, does 
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it distinguished honor, dedicated to the relief of ones fellow creatures labouring
undei’ the diseases of the body. We are confident that its liberality and com­
passion will also appear distinguished in the encouragement of an institution
for the relief of the diseases of the mind.

It would be improper in the present stage of the business to enter into
minute particulars. The committee have detailed their general ideas; the
plans of the building and the regulations proper to be made they will have the
honor afterwards to lay before you and those public bodies and individuals who
may favor them with their aid.”

Which memorial having been read, the magistrates and council
unanimously approve of the institution therein proposed, and resolve to
give their countenance and support to the managers of the hospital and
others in their benevolent exertions for the promotion of an object of so
great public utility.

17 January 1805

The lord provost called the attention of the magistrates and council Procedure
to the present state of the corn laws, and submitted to their consideration corn laws.
the propriety of petitioning parliament, with a view of obtaining a
reduction of the prices at which importation is allowed by the late statute,
and also an alteration in the mode of ascertaining the said prices. And
the magistrates and council having taken into consideration the present
state of the corn laws, and particularly the recent corn statute, the opera­
tion of which has now for sometime been perceived and felt, unanimously
adopted [resolutions and also petitioned parliament craving that certain
alterations and amendments might be made on the corn laws as now
established. Resolutions and petition engrossed in AIS. Council Record,
pp. 319-28.]

The committee appointed to let the subjects belonging to the town Set of sub-
at the foot of Saltmarket Street reported that they had let the same, by |eois rV1]!
public roup, to John Kay and company, for fifteen years, at the rent of market.
£166, agreeably to the minute of last meeting of council, and in terms
of the articles of roup; of which proceeding* approve, and authorise the
said committee to subscribe a lease of the said subjects along with the
said John Kay and company.
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Letter about
altering the
road to Port
Dundas.

The lord provost produced the following letter from Mr. Robert
Muirhead: —
“ Glasgow, 1st January, 1805. My lord,—In 1800 I entered into a contract
of excambion with the magistrates and council of a piece of ground on the north
west corner of Georges Square, wherein it is stipulated that I shall not take
possession untill the intended line of road from the canal communicating with
Buchanan Street is opened. Altho’ this communication has taken place some­
time since, part of the road still occupies the corner of ground conveyed to me,
but the causeway there is in a very bad state, and will require to be new paved
very soon. As I can neither build nor dispose of the property in this situation,
I request that I may be allowed to alter the road to the west side of the corner
at my own expence (at present), and trust that I will be reimbursed when the
rest of it is completed. I enclose a plan of the ground showing where the
alteration will take place. I am, &c. (signed) Robert Muirhead.”
On considering which letter and the plan therein referred to, remit the
same to the dean of guild [and others], as a committee of council, to
enquire whether Mr. Muirheads request can be granted with propriety,
and to report.

Petition from
the inhabi­
tants of
Wilson
Street, &c., to
get a well.

There was produced a petition, subscribed by various proprietors
and possessors of tenements in Brunswick Street, Wilson Street, and
Hutchison Street, praying that a well might be sunk in that part of the
city. Which application remit to Messrs. Gilbert Hamilton and Daniel
M‘Kenzie and the master of work to ascertain by boring whether it will
be expedient to sink a well in the above quarter, and to report.

Petition to There was produced a petition from the proprietors of houses and
sVeet cans00 &rounc^ Balmanno Street, praying that the said street might be cause­
wayed. wayed, which application remit to baillie Cuthbertson [and others] to

consider the same and to report.
Fences There was produced a letter from John M'Gilp, requesting the
between magistrates and council to concur with him in building a stone dyke
BlackhilL between the lands of Provan and Blackhill at the joint expence of the

parties, the old earthen dyke being in a state of total disrepair, and there
was also produced a letter from Mr. John Morison, baillie of Provan,
confirming the statement given by John M'Gilp, and mentioning that the
expence of the one half of the proposed dyke would amount to from fifteen 
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to eighteen pounds sterling; on considering which application appoint
the master of work to concur with the said John McGilp in building the
said dyke, and request the baillie of Provan to see the work properly done.

Upon the suggestion of the dean of guild remit to him £and others,] Committee to
as a committee, to consider whether, now that the lease of the Gorball lease o{ the
coal has expired, the town is bound to pay to the late tacksman of the Gorbals coal
said coal the annual sum awarded by the decreet arbitral as a reparation
for damage done by water entering into the wastes of the said coal through
a hole in the towns quarry in Gorballs, and to report.

There was produced a report of a committee of the commissioners Fines levied
of police relative to the act of council of 15th June last concerning thejj^^06
division and application of the fines imposed by the magistrates sitting
in the police office, which paper remit to the former committee on this
subject to consider the same and to report.

On the suggestion of Mr. Cleland remit to the committee on the jail Small repairs
to consider a complaint made by some of the prisoners of the disrepairon the Jail‘
of the ceiling of some of the upper rooms of the jail, and of the want
of certain small boards for their bedsteads, and to order such small repairs
as may be necessary.

Mr. Reddie stated that he had again had a conversation with the lord Procedure
president of the court of session on the subject of the exaction of jail regulations
dues from prisoners; that in general his lordship and the other judges
of the court were decidedly of opinion that jail dues cannot be legallv
exacted from prisoners who, de facto, and in the eye of law, have no funds,
and that no person can be legally detained in prison on account of such
dues, and farther that the court had it in contemplation to pass an act of
sederunt relative to jails, establishing one uniform rule for the whole of
Scotland. On considering which statement the magistrates and council
not only resolve, agreeably to the proposed set of regulations, to relieve
the prisoners in future from the dues formerly levied at incarceration,
but also enact and ordain that in future no prisoner shall be detained
on account of jail dues, and merely allow the jailor to exact from prisoners
possessed of funds those nightly dues which have been levied from time
immemorial, untill a general rule on this subject for the whole of Scotland
is established in the manner above mentioned.
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Having resumed consideration of the report of the committee on the
jail, containing the proposed set of regulations for the jail, unanimously
approve of the said regulations, and enact and ordain that the said
regulations as hereinafter inserted shall be strictly observed and inforced
in all time coming untill altered by the authority of the magistrates
and council. [Here follow regulations, MS. Council Record, pp. 337-52.]

The magistrates and council, agreeably to their resolution at last
meeting of council, proceeded to the election of a jailor of the tolbooth of
Glasgow, instead of Robert Hamilton, the present jailor, who some­
time ago expressed his wish to retire from the office on account of age
and infirmity, and the names of the different applicants having been read,
James Gardner, grocer and spirit dealer in Edinburgh, was unanimously
elected into the said office of jailor of the tolbooth of Glasgow, and that
during the will and pleasure of the magistrates and council of Glasgow
and their successors in office, and no longer, the salary to be paid to the
said James Gardner to be £30 sterling for the first year of his appoint­
ment, besides the house occupied by the said Robert Hamilton, and the
legal emoluments of the office arising from jail fees and other dues, as
established in the regulations contained in the immediately preceding
act of council, and the profits arising from the sale of ale and porter, as
the same were enjoyed by the said Robert Hamilton, but of which emolu­
ments and profits the said James Gardner is strictly enjoined to keep
a distinct and accurate account during the said year, and at the expiration
thereof to show it to the present lord provost and magistrates and to the
lord provost and magistrates to be elected at Michaelmas next, that they
may consider the propriety of continuing, increasing, or diminishing
the said salary; declaring as it is hereby expressly provided and declared
that the said James Gardner shall, before he enters into the said office,
find sufficient caution to the satisfaction of the magistrates and council
for his faithful administration and for keeping the magistrates and
council and their successors in office skaithless and free from all losses
and damage from the escape of prisoners and otherways, in the usual
form, and remit to the lord provost and magistrates to procure a bond
of cautionry to the effect foresaid and to take the said James Gardners
oath de fideli administratione officii-, and farther declaring that the said
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James Gardner shall be subject to and strictly bound and obliged to
observe the whole rules and regulations contained in the immediately
preceding act of council of this date, of which an authentic printed copy
shall, upon his finding caution in manner aforesaid, be delivered to him
alongst with an extract of this act of council.

In consideration of his services as jailor and otherwise, appoint a Robert
pension of £40 sterling per annum to be paid quarterly to Robert lat^yail°o“’to
Hamilton, late jailor of this city, during his life. receive a

’ J J ° pension.

25 February 1805

[Remitted to a committee to consider the propriety of opposing a proposal Proposed
of the convention of royal burghs to augment the proportion of land tax
payable by this burgh.]

The committee appointed at last meeting of council to consider the Report aboutA A a 0 a .a well in
petition of the inhabitants of Brunswick Street, Wilson Street, &c., craving Wilson
that a well might be sunk in that part of the city, reported that upon Street.
boring water had been found, and that there was reason to believe there
would be a sufficient supply of water of a good quality. Upon con­
sidering which report authorise the master of work to sink a well
adjacent to the spot where the trial for water had been made, the pump
of the said well to be in Wilson Street.

The lord provost stated that several gentlemen who were zealous to A plan pro­
forward a plan for bringing water into Glasgow from the river Clyde bringing1
had suggested to him the propriety of the town subscribing a sum water into
towards the promotion of this object of public concern, and produced a ecltj'
paper containing the terms upon which the subscription was to be made,
of which paper the tenor follows: —
“ We, the subscribers, being desirous of promoting a scheme for supplying the
city of Glasgow with water (the water to be raised out of the Clyde by steam
engines), agree to become partners to the undertaking, to the amount of the
shares annexed to our respective names, each share to be £100 sterling, it being
in the power of every subscriber to withdraw his subscription at any time before
concurring in the articles and conditions of a contract of copartnery, forfeiting
one per cent, of the subscription to be laid out in procuring plans and 
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estimates with other necessary information; and wo appoint the following
nine gentlemen, viz. :—(gentlemen not yet named), to be a committee for pro­
curing the estimates and information, with power to them to levy the above
one per cent, of the sums subscribed; and as soon as subscriptions shall be
obtained to the amount of £40,000, the committee may call a general meeting
if they see proper to take the plans and estimates into consideration.”
Which proposal having been taken into consideration, Mr. Gilbert
Hamilton moved that the town should subscribe £1,000 on the above
terms, and the magistrates and council unanimously approve of the said
motion, but, agreeably to the standing order, delay coming to any resolu­
tion on the subject till next meeting of council.

There was produced an account, incurred by Archibald Cuthill, clerk
to the lieutenancy of the sub-division of Glasgow, in taking the neces­
sary steps for raising the militia, in terms of the late act of parliament,
which account remit to Mr. Henderson, town clerk, to consider and report.

Mr. James M‘Kenzie stated that, under the additional force act, the
town, as heritors in the barony parish, would be required to contribute
towards the expense of raising the quota of men for that parish, and
that it would be adviseable at present to advance a sum for procuring the
men before the penalty can attach; which proposal remit to the town
clerks to consider and to report their opinion at next meeting of council.

The committee appointed at the last meeting of council to consider the
application from the Grahamston baking company gave in a report, and
baillie Cuthbertson farther stated that the said company were desirous the
town should build the bake house and other accommodations to be let
to the company, which report and proposal remit to the former committee
to consider what should be done and to report.

The clerks produced a draft of the obligation to be granted by Robert
Struthers to the town relative to the alteration in the Green dyke,
allowed to be made by the act of council of 28th December last, which
having been read the magistrates and council approve thereof and appoint
the deacon convener [and others], as a committee to fix the dimensions
and plan of the dyke and railing to be erected, and to superintend the
execution of the work till finished. Farther, appoint the foresaid
obligation, after the same is extended and subscribed by Mr. Struthers,
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to be recorded in the burgh court books and also in the record of sasines
kept for the city.

14 March 1805
Having resumed consideration of the plan for bringing water into Rian for

the city, submitted to the council at last meeting, the lord provost stated water into
that it was proposed to make a small alteration in the terms of thetlie by­
subscription, as inserted in the minutes of last council, viz., that the water
might be brought either from the river, from the canal, or from the
high grounds adjacent to Glasgow, and that, instead of one per cent.,
two per cent, of the sums subscribed should be retained for defraying the
expence of the plans and estimates; of which alterations the magistrates
and council approve, and authorise the lord provost to subscribe £1,000
on the part of the city.

The clerks, agreeably to the remit made to them last meeting of Report about
council, reported that, in consequence of the disjunction from the barony men
parish and annexation to the royalty of certain lands, in terms of the barony-
late police act, the interest of the town as heritors in the barony parishparis11-
had been much diminished, and that the proportion which the town
would have to contribute towards the expence of the quota of men for that
parish under the additional force act would be comparatively small. On
considering which report, delay coming to any resolution at present with
regard to the motion made by Mr. M‘Kenzie at last meeting of council.

The committee appointed on 6th December last to consider what Report about
rent ought to be paid by the commissioners of police for the piece of |iedby th©1
ground adjacent to the meal market, at present possessed by them, and police/
for the area situated between the slaughter house and the north end of
the old bridge occupied by them as a dunghill, gave in the following
report:—
“ The committee have considered the remit to them respecting what the police
commissioners should pay for the ground occupied by them as a shed for their
dung carts, which measures 92 square yards, which at the rate of two guineas
per square yard the interest would be £9 13s. 4d. sterling which ought to be
paid by the said commissioners annually. The committee have also measured
oft' the ground on the west side of the slaughter house which they think might
be allowed to the commissioners of police for depositing their dung, agreeably

2 F
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to the plan proposed by baillie Cuthbertson and the master of police, which
measures 1322 square yards, for which the committee are of opinion the police
commissioners should pay annually to the city £20 sterling, which the com­
mittee are of opinion is greatly cheaper than any ground of equal extent and
conveniency could be found for the purpose about the city.”
Of which report the magistrates and council approve, appoint the rents
specified in the report to be exacted from the term of Martinmas last, and
direct the clerks to deliver an extract of this act of council to the treasurer
of police and to the chamberlain.

Ground in The dean of guild reported verbal D- that the Grahamston baking
Street. ~ company had given up their proposal to take in lease the piece of ground

belonging to the town adjacent to the meal market.

16 April 1805
Towns pro- There was produced a petition from John Kay and James Eason,
of Saltmarket ^enan^s in t°wns property at the foot of the Saltmarket, stating that,
Street. in order to enable them to complete the alterations and improvements

they were making on that property, it would be necessary to take down
a room behind the vacant ground at the west end of these subjects, fronting
Bridgegate Street, that as there was no liberty granted them by the tack
to remove any of the present buildings, they could not take down the said
room without the authority of the magistrates and council, and therefore
craving liberty to take down the said room in order that the plan they had
in contemplation might be completed, on considering which petition
the magistrates and council remit the same to the committee formerly
appointed to set these subjects, and authorise the said committee to do
in the said matter as to them shall seem proper, but with this declaration
that in case the committee shall allow the room before mentioned to be
taken down the tenants shall, at the expiry of the lease, be bound to leave
a building in its stead of at least equal value, and also under the declara­
tion that the town shall not be liable for any part of the expence of the
new building and that the tenants shall have no claim or deduction for
any amelioration the subjects may receive in consequence of the new
building so to be erected.

Liberty to There was read the following letter from Mr. James Dennistoun : —
make a bridge
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“ My lord,—In making an approach to my house on the lands of Wester over Molin-
Craigs, it is my wish to improve the access near the town mill, by throwing a dinar burD-
small bridge over the Molindinar burn there. But before taking any steps
permit me to request your lordship to be so good as to lay the matter before
the magistrates and council, that they may consider it and give such directions
as they may think proper. I shall not do anything in this improvement to have
a tendency to put the town to any expense. I am, my lord, &c. (signed) Jas.
Dennistoun.”
Which letter the magistrates and council remit to the dean of guild
[and others], as a committee, to consider the same and to report.

On a statement of the master of work that a part of the wall inclosing WaU on the
the towns property, on the south side of the road leading to the towns road to the
mill, had lately fallen down and was dangerous to passengers, appoint the °"nsmi
above mentioned committee, with the master of work, to report as to the
propriety of rebuilding the said wall.

There was read a petition from Andrew Thomson, W. R. Thomson, Market in
and Helen Thomson, praying that the city would in future exempt the the new town.
markets belonging to them, situated in John Street, from the payment
of any dues, which petition remit to baillies Cuthbertson and Patton
[and others], as a committee, with the assistance of the clerks, to consider
the same and to report.

There being presented a petition from Martha Hamilton, widow of £10 votej to
the deceased Robert Hamilton, late jailor, praying for a continuation of widow of the
a part of the annuity allowed her late husband, authorise the chamberlain late -*ailor’
in the meantime to pay Mrs. Hamilton £10 sterling, and delay the further
consideration of her petition.

On the statement of Mr. M‘Nair, baillie of Gorballs, that the roof of Roofof the
the Gorballs chapel stood in need of repair, remit to Mr. M‘Nair
others], as a committee to enquire into the matter and to report.

Mr. Muir, on the part of the commissioners of police, called theGround occu
attention of the council to the act of 14th March last, authorizing the Pied by the
exaction of rent for the piece of ground adjacent to the meal market in Montrose
Montrose Street, on which the said commissioners had been allowed toStreefc-
erect a shed, and represented that from the terms of the act of council
dated 12th April, 1804, in virtue of which they received possession of

[and Gorballs
1 chapel.
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the said piece of ground, they did not consider themselves as liable to pay
any rent for the same. On considering which representation, with the act
of council referred to, so far alter the act of 14th March last, and declare
that the rent fixed by the said act for the said piece of ground shall only
be exacted from and after Whitsunday next.

Sweeping the Authorise the chamberlain to pay the treasurer of the police establish-
quaymielaW ment £19 as the expence of sweeping the quay at the Broomielaw, from

Whitsunday, 1801, till 1st January last, conform to an account produced.
Report on The committee appointed to consider the application from Robert
akerin^road ^Iuirbead relative to the alteration of the road at the north west end of
leading to Georges Square leading to the canal, gave in the following report: —
Port Dundas.

“The committee, having considered Mr. Muirheads request and examined
the situation of the ground, are of opinion that Mr. Muirhead should
be allowed to alter the road, at his own expense, upon his becoming bound
that it shall not hinder the canal road being brought down farther to the
westward at any future period or to infer any servitude whatever.”

Of which report the magistrates and council approve, and, upon his
granting an obligation to the effect specified therein, authorise Mr.
Muirhead to make the alteration of the road proposed by him at his own
expense, and appoint the said deed, when executed, to be recorded in the
register of sasines, &c., kept for the burgh and regality of Glasgow.

Report of The committee appointed to consider the petition of the proprietors
Bahnanno °n °f bouses and ground in Balmanno Street gave in the following report: —
Street. “The committee of council appointed on 17th January last to consider

a petition from the proprietors of houses and ground in Balmanno Street,
praying that the said street might be causewayed by the master of work
for the city, report that, having visited the said street, and caused
it to be measured, also an estimate made of what the causewaying would
cost, the committee are unanimously of opinion that the prayer of the said
petition should not at present be granted.” Of which report the magis­
trates and council approve.

Town officers Allow each of the town officers, and also the water officer, a pair of
oFbreeche^8 cor(iuroy breeches, in terms of the prayer of their petition now presented,

and authorise the master of work to provide the same and to pay for
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them; but declare that this allowance shall not extend to the Gorballs
officers or the city bellmen.

Subscribed a discharge of a feu duty of £5 18s. lid. sterling affecting Discharge of
a lot of ground on the west side of Montrose Street, feued from thealanualj.
magistrates and council in the year 1787 by George Thomson, merchant
in Glasgow, which lot is the ground referred to in the petition of John
M'Caull and others entered in the minutes of council upon 6th December
last.

13 May 1805

The lord provost produced the following letter from Mr. William Agent for the
Buchanan, writer to the signet, joint agent for the city in Edinburgh.: — burgK m"

“ London, 30th April, 1805. My lord,—When I formerly did myself the honor
of addressing your lordships predecessor and the magistrates and town council
of the city of Glasgow, soliciting their patronage in favor of my partner, Mr.
Walter Dickson, W.S., and requesting that they would be pleased to nominate
him jointly along with me to the office of agent for your city, I then did so
under the idea that my own occasional absence from Edinburgh might be but
of short duration. Finding, however, that other views have lately opened to
me in this quarter, which may render my residence here more permanent than
I was aware of, I feel myself in duty bound to resign into your lordships hands
that appointment to which the lord provost, magistrates, and council of Glasgow
had formerly the goodness to nominate me, and which I now do with every
feeling of gratitude for the honor and kindness they have conferred upon me.
In doing this, however, my lord, I cannot but express a hope that your lordship
and the magistrates of Glasgow will be inclined to continue in that office Mr.
Waltei- Dickson, whose exertions, abilities and fidelity must have already
recommended him to you, as these alone formed the motive with me which
formerly induced me to form a connection with him, and to recommend him
so very particularly to the notice and approbation of your lordships predecessor
and the magistrates and town council of the city of Glasgow. I remain, &c.
(signed) Will. Buchanan.”

The lord provost also produced the following letter from Mr. Walter
Dickson, writer to the signet, joint agent for the city in Edinburgh:
“ Edinburgh, 8th May, 1805. Gentlemen,—When you did me the honor to 
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elect me joint agent for the city of Glasgow, along with Mr. William Buchanan,
I felt much gratified by your appointment to so respectable a situation. Mr.
Buchanan had at that time no intention of leaving Edinburgh for a longer
period than two or three months, and I hoped that his temporary absence might
not be attended with any unpleasant consequence to the interests of the city.
Since that time he has entirely changed his plans of life, and he has found
it necessary to tender to you his resignation. As I am perfectly aware that the
chief cause for your thus honouring me with the joint appointment to the
agency was my being connected in business with Mr. Buchanan, and as that
cause cannot now operate as a reason for continuing me as agent for the city, I
take the liberty of resigning the appointment into your hands, and of returning
you my grateful acknowledgements for your kindness. I beg leave, at the same
time, to say that if you should think me worthy of filling the honorable situation
which I have now from a sense of duty resigned, and should you appoint me
agent for the city of Glasgow, I would highly esteem so flattering a mark of
your approbation. In offering myself as a candidate I take the liberty of
referring you to the gentlemen who are intrusted with the management of the
law business of the city in Glasgow, in the hope that they may say that I have
not been unattentive to the citys interests. I also beg leave to refer you to
the letters of recommendation which I had the honor to lay before you on a
former occasion. I have the honor to be, &c. (signed) Wai. Dickson.”
Which letters having been read, the magistrates and council accept of
the resignations therein contained and appoint a meeting of council to be
held on Thursday, the 23rd instant, for the election of an agent for the
city.

Ground at Authorise the committee appointed at last meeting of council to set
Clyde Street; the common good also to set at the same time the piece of ground on theweighing ° 1 . . .
machine. south side of Clyde Street, and also the dues of the weighing machine

at the Burnt barns.
Ground at On the suggestion of Air. Robert Robertson, appoint the water baillie
Broomielaw. j‘anj others] as a committee to consider the propriety of letting the piece

of vacant ground belonging to the town at the Broomielaw upon the north
and west of the quay. And if the committee, upon taking the advice of
the clerks, are of opinion and report that the said piece of ground can
and ought to be let, authorise the magistrates to let the same along
with the common good.
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On considering a letter from Mr. Wardlaw, inspector of the river Masters of
Clyde, the magistrates and council hereby enact and ordain that from comFng to the
and after this date the masters of all vessels arriving at the quay at the Broomielaw.
Broomielaw shall immediately, or at most within three hours after their
arrival, give notice thereof at the tonnage office, under the penalty of
20s. sterling, and that the masters of all vessels arriving in the course
of the night shall give the said notice as soon as the tonnage office is
opened in the morning, under the same penalty. Farther appoint printed
copies of this regulation to be circulated amongst the masters of vessels
at the Broomielaw, and also to be posted up in the tonnage office, and
appoint the shore master and the water officer to see that the above regu­
lation is strictly observed.

There was produced a letter from the Glasgow fire office, on con- Letter from
sidering which refer the same to the committee formerly appointed to^cs°o^ IC
attend to the fire engine establishment.

The clerks produced the following letter from Robert
company, tenants of the Royal Close cellars, Greenock: —
“ Greenock, 4th May, 1805.—Sir,—The Royal Close among
here pointed out as proper for warehousing goods in under

Ewing and Letter from
tenants of
Royal close

other cellars cetlars about
the bondingrepai”'

act, have this day been examined by the respective officers of customs
and excise, who have refused to certify them as sufficient and secure, owing to
the badness of the doors, windows, &c. We have therefore requested they would
allow a reasonable time for getting the necessary repairs made, and have now
to beg you will immediately furnish Mr. Morris, or any other person here, with
full power for putting all these cellars into complete order, for unless this is
done, so that they can be got certified along with the other cellars in town, they
will be of no use whatever to us. We are, Ac. (signed) Rob. Ewing & Co.”
On considering which the magistrates and council, before coming to any
resolution on the subject thereof, direct the clerks to write Messrs. Ewing
and company requesting them to state what will be the extent of the
repairs necessary to put the cellars in a condition to be reported as proper
warehouses under the bonding act, and what will be the expence of said
repairs.

There was produced a representation from the commissioners of police Representa-
requesting that they may be allowed to possess the piece of ground in
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about shed in Montrose Street on which they have lately erected a shed, for a year after
Street. the present term, without paying any rent, on considering which applica­

tion refuse the request therein contained, and adhere to the resolution on
this subject passed at last meeting of council.

Bridewell [During half-year from 1st July to 29th December, 1804, 181 persons
account imprisoned, of whom 94 liberated and 87 remained. Expended on maintenance

of prisoners £265 8s. 9d., and other outlays for them £110 14s. 7£d.; paid them
when liberated, £68 13s.; expended on necessaries, £27 4s. 5d.; keeper’s wage,
£40. Total, £512 Os. 9M. Earnings of prisoners, £435 5s. lid.; other
items, £7 5s. 6d.; total, £442 Ils. 5d.; balance in favor of keeper,
£69 9s. 4^d., which, with £33 13s. 3d. expense of hospital or sick room,
making together £103 2s. 7£d., the treasurer was instructed to pay to the
keeper.]

23 May 1805
Election of The magistrates and council, agreeably to the resolution of last
ckT^nEtBn- mee^ng'> proceeded to the election of an agent for the city in Edinburgh,
burgh. when the lord provost produced the following letter from Mr. Walter

Dickson, writer to the signet, and Mr. George Dunlop: —
” To the right honble. lord provost, magistrates, and council of Glasgow.
My lord and gentlemen,—We take the liberty of offering ourselves as joint
candidates for the office of agent for the city of Glasgow in Edinburgh, and of
requesting your support at the election on Thursday next. Should we be so
fortunate as to be successful be assured that it shall be our constant study, as
it is our anxious wish, to merit your approbation and to promote, as far as
we can, the interest of the city. We have the honor to be, &c. (signed) George
Dunlop, Wai. Dickson.”
The lord provost also produced the following letter from Mr. George
Dunlop:—
“ My lord,—Understanding that a report has been circulated that Mr. Dickson
and I have coalesced for the purpose of managing the business of the city of
Glasgow alone without joining in our general business, I beg leave, in the
most unequivocal manner, to contradict that assertion and to assure your
lordship and the gentlemen who are to honor us with their support to-day that
it is our firm resolution to enter into a general copartnership according as the
same shall be arranged by a mutual friend who is already fixed upon. I have
the honor to be, &c. (signed) George Dunlop.”
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Farther, the lord provost stated that he had likewise received a letter from
Mr. Ninian Hill, writer to the signet, offering himself as a candidate
for the vacant office, and that he believed a similar application had been
made to most of the gentlemen of the council, which applications having
been considered, baillie Finlay, before the vote was put, begged leave to
observe that he did not conceive it to be proper that two persons not
hitherto connected in business should be allowed to stand as joint
candidates, and concluded with making a motion, which was seconded by
Mr. Newbigging, that the magistrates and council do resolve that two
persons at present unconnected in business are not eligible to be joint
agents for the city. Which motion upon the vote being put was negatived
by a very great majority, and the magistrates and council thereafter
proceeding to the election, by a majority did nominate and appoint the
said Walter Dickson and George Dunlop to be joint agents for this city in
Edinburgh from this date, with power to conduct the towns processes and
other business in Edinburgh (including the money transactions in the
chamberlain’s department), in the same manner as the city’s agents have
formerly been in use to do; declaring always that this appointment is
made upon the express condition that Messrs. Dickson and Dunlop shall
immediately enter into a contract of copartnership in business for such
a term of years as is usual among the clerks to the signet.

The dean of guild produced the following minute relative to a process Process with
now depending in the court of session between the magistrates and ,urgllof

• i t . ° Renfrew tocouncil, as parliamentary trustees on the river Clyde, and the burgh be settled.
of [Renfrew] : —
The parties following, viz. :—John Hamilton, esquire, lord provost of Glasgow,
and John Laurie, esquire, dean of guild of the said city, on the one part, and
James Burns, esquire, provost of Renfrew, and Archibald Campbell, esquire
of Blythswood, one of the councillors of that burgh, on the other part, con­
sidering that a process at present depends before the court of session, at the
instance of the magistrates and town council of Renfrew against the magis­
trates and town council of Glasgow, trustees on the river Clyde, for having
certain dykes or inclosures on the north bank of the said river removed,
as detrimental, at least alleged to be detrimental, to the fishery belonging
to Renfrew; and farther considering that it would be better for both parties 
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Expcnce of
alimenting
militia mens
wives and
raising men
under Addi­
tional Force
act.

that the matter in dispute should be settled amicably and without farther
procedure in the said process, do agree to recommend to the magistrates and
town council of the respective towns before mentioned to give up farther
procedure in the said action, the magistrates and town council of Glasgow,
trustees foresaid, agreeing to place a style upon each side of the walls or
dykes in question, so as to permit the passage of people along the bank as
formerly, and each party to pay their own expences. This agreement not to be
binding on either party unless approved of by both town councils. Farther,
both parties authorise any of the town clerks of Glasgow to write to Edinburgh
to stop procedure in the process in the meantime. [Dated 15th May, 1805.]
On considering which minute the magistrates and council approve thereof
in general, and hereby bind themselves to abide by and fulfill the terms
of the said minute, but always under this express condition that the
magistrates and council of the burgh of Renfrew shall likewise agree to
abide by and fulfill the terms of the said minute and discharge the said
process, with all that has followed or may or can follow thereon, and shall
pass from and give up all claims against the magistrates and council of
Glasgow as Trustees foresaid for reparation of any damage or alleged
damage concluded for in the said process; and in the event of the magis­
trates and council of Renfrew agreeing to -the above terms appoint the
clerks to make out a regular and valid agreement to be subscribed by
the lord provost on the part of the city.

Air. Craigie, collector of cess, produced the following statement of
money paid by him as aliment to the wives and families of militia men,
in terms of the act 43 Geo. III., cap. 89; and also of money advanced in
raising men, under the additional force act, 44 Geo. III., cap. 66: —
Aliment paid to the wives and families of Lanarkshire militia,

residing in the city of Glasgow, from September, 1803, to
3 January, 1805,

Paid kirk treasurer for his allowance — 9 May, 1804,
£19 6s. lid.; 26 December, 1804, £35 16s. 8d.; 18 March,
1805, £15 14s. 4d.,

Paid for raising 43 men wanted to fill up the militia and
reserve,

£592 4 9

70 17 11

261 4 0

£924 6 8
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Added to which there will probably be a large sum to pay to the collector of
Lanarkshire for the wives and families of the militia serving for Glasgow and
residing in other counties, as the collectors, not adverting to the act of parlia­
ment which separates Glasgow from the county, have made a charge of aliment
for the Lanarkshire militia against the collector of the county and it has not
been possible yet to ascertain how much of that will fall upon the city. The
mode adopted in Edinburgh to raise the money wanted appears to be a very
proper one. The assessment there is laid on the one-half upon the heritors
or proprietors of houses agreeable to the valuation upon which they pay the
land tax, the other half upon the occupiers of houses of £5 value and upwards,
agreeable to the survey of the inhabitants house duty, whether these occupiers
are proprietors or tenants. This mode is perfectly agreeable to the act of
parliament. Oue penny per pound on the first will produce about £610, and
two pence per pound on the second will produce £510, making in all about
£1,120. Should this sum be found too much, a smaller collection can be made
next year, or should it be found too little a larger collection should be made.

Which statement being read, appoint baillie Findlay £and others],
as a committee to consider the same and to report what sums ought to
be levied from the heritors and inhabitants of the city under the said
acts, and in what proportion the assessments should be laid on. Farther,
appoint the committee to consider a letter from Mr. Craigie relative to an
allowance for his trouble and expences not only in the collection but in the
distribution of the said money.

On the statement of Mr. James Mackenzie, remit also to the same Allowance to
committee, to consider a claim for money advanced as an allowance todr111 ser‘c. . geants or
drill sergeants in the dinerent regiments of Glasgow volunteers under volunteer
the acts 43 Geo. III., cap. 96, and 46 Geo. III., cap. 120, and to reportregiments'
thereon.

Remit to baillie Findlay, the dean of guild and Mr. Carrick, as a Letters offer­
committee, along with the town clerks, to consider a letter from Mr. i?g to pu5' e
Robert M Nair, offering to purchase a part of the valuation or freehold the valuation
right which the city possesses in the county of Lanark, and also a similar the°cSj”S tO
proposal by Mr. J antes M‘Kenzie, with instructions to consider the said
applications and report whether any part of the said valuation or freehold
right, less than what is necessary to constitute a vote, should be disposed of.
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Letter about
repairs on
Royal Close
cellars.

There was produced the following letter from Robert Ewing & Co.,
tenants of the Royal Close cellars: —

Your favor of yesterday is now before us. The outer doors and windows of
the Royal Close cellars are in such a rotten and shattered state that they are
neither wind nor water tight, and except the mere show, they are no protection
whatever to the goods. The expence of new ones will be about £30, and unless
they were absolutely wanted, we would not have applied for them, for we have
no wish to put the city to expences that are not necessary. The officers have
now refused to allow any goods to be warehoused in them, which has caused
a very serious loss and disappointment to us. We therefore beg there may be
no farther delay in ordering the repairs, for doors the cellars must have or ly
waste. We are, &c., (signed) Robert Ewing & Co. ”
On considering which, direct the clerks to write Messrs. M‘Lachlan
and company, Port Glasgow, requesting them to employ Patrick Morrison
and company, wrights in Greenock, to inspect the said cellars and to report
the state thereof, and to transmit the said report as soon as made.

Provan officer On the statement of baillie Finlay that while he was baillie of Provan
dismissed. james Bunlop, officer of that barony, had been guilty of various acts

of fraudulent exaction and other misdemeanours, remove the said officer
from his office as unworthy any longer to hold the same, and appoint
an extract of this act of council to be transmitted to the said officer.

Liberty to The committee appointed to consider the application of James
aero^s* hed°e Dennistoun, for liberty to make a bridge over the Molendinar burn, gave
Molendiuar in the following report: —
burn. “ The committee beg leave to report that they went upon the grounds and

had there pointed out to them the situation proposed, and had also laid before
them the plan of the bridge herewith produced, and having considered the
same they are of opinion that Mr. Dennistoun may be permitted to carry his
proposed operations into effect agreeably to the said plan, upon the express
condition that he shall in future, in terms of his agreement with us, give free
access at all times along the bridge and part of the road to be made by him to
the dam at the towns miln, and particularly that he shall give access when
required along the said bridge and road for the purpose of cleaning and
carrying off the mud from the said dam.”
Of which report the magistrates and council approve, and authorise Mr.
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Dennistoun to carry his proposed operations into execution in terms
thereof.

Ladles, £1,060, tron and weigh house, £275; washing house, £520; Set of com-
beef and mutton markets, £375; fish and potatoe markets, £90; butter, milk, ®
and eggs, £19 10s.; multures (set with ladles); penny per ton and crane dues,
£340; [Amount of common good,] £2,679 10s.; bridges, £1,195; ground
in Clyde Street, £24; [total,] £3,898 10s.

29 July 1805

The lord provost stated that since the last meeting of council the Statement
corn bill lately under the consideration of the legislature had been passed corn statute.
into a law, that the new statute secured several of the leading objects
which the magistrates and council had in view when they some time ago
petitioned parliament, and that in its operation the act was likely to be
attended with beneficial consequences to this part of the kingdom. The
lord provost farther stated that the improvements on the corn laws intro­
duced by the recent statute had been accomplished chiefly by the
persevering’ exertions of Mr. M‘Dowall, member for the county of
Renfrew, lord Archibald Hamilton, member for the county of Lanark,
and Mr. Boyd Alexander, member for this city. That lord Archibald
Hamilton had made the motion in parliament for the consideration of
the petitions against the corn act of last year, and for the introduction
of a bill to alter such parts of that statute as were conceived to be of a
hurtful tendency, that Mr. M‘Dowalls experience, and his intimate
acquaintance with the subject of the corn laws, as well as with the
agriculture and population of the west of Scotland, had enabled him to
render essential service, both in the preparation of the bill and as chair­
man of the committee of the honble. the house of commons, and that
throughout the business Mr. Boyd Alexander had given the bill his warm
and steady support. On considering which statement, and upon the
motion of the lord provost, the magistrates and council unanimously vote
their sincere thanks to William M‘Dowall, esquire of Garthland, lord Vote of
Archibald Hamilton, and Boyd Alexander, esquire of Southbarr, for their thank.s-
disinterested, zealous, and enlightened exertions in promoting the progress 
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through parliament of the late corn statute, and request the lord provost
to transmit an extract of this act of council to each of the said gentlemen.

Reportabout The lord provost stated that, as commissioner and assessor for the
tation oTcess. he and baillie Cuthbertson had attended the last meeting of the

convention of royal burghs, and that they had been accompanied, at the
request of the council, by Mr. Gilbert Hamilton, and also by Mr. Reddie,
principal clerk to the city; that, after a strong opposition to the proposed
augmentation of the proportion of the cess payable by this burgh, on
the grounds of the information on which the annual committee had pro­
ceeded not being sufficiently explicit, and of the propriety of delaying
any alteration of the tax roll until a bill was brought into parliament
for subjecting the burghs of barony in payment of a larger proportion
of the cess, the commissioner and assessor perceived all farther opposition
was fruitless and were reduced to the necessity of maintaining that, in the
event of the proposed augmentation being sanctioned by the convention,
the burgh should be declared entitled to relief in the first instance from
any proportion of the cess which may in future be laid upon the burghs
of barony, &c., and in particular upon Greenock and Port Glasgow; that
a motion to this effect was accordingly made, and it was at last agreed and
declared by the convention of royal burghs that, in the event of the burghs
of barony, &c., being subjected by act of parliament in payment of an
additional proportion of the cess, the city of Glasgow shall be entitled
to relief from the additional proportion to be laid upon Greenock and Port
Glasgow in the first instance, and the extent of four' per cent, of the sum
at present paid by the whole royal burghs and burghs of barony, &c., of
Scotland. On considering which statement the magistrates and council
approve of the conduct of the lord provost and the other gentlemen before
mentioned, and appoint the lord provost [and others] to attend to the
preparation of the bill for subjecting the burghs of barony, &c., in a larger
proportion of the cess and to adopt such measures as may be necessary for
accelerating its introduction into parliament.

Report of The lord provost stated that, agreeably to the wish formerly expressed
procedure
about bank* . , . . , .
rupt act. that the convention should take into its consideration the propriety of

applying for a renewal of the present bankrupt statute, which expires in 

by the council, he had made a motion in the convention of royal burghs
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the course of next year, and of pointing out to the wisdom of parliament
certain alterations and improvements on the said act, which past
experience had suggested, and that the convention had remitted the
subject to the annual committee with conventional powers; of which
conduct on the part of the lord provost the magistrates and council
unanimously approve.

Mr. Robert Robertson reported that, with the approbation of the Set of ground
magistrates, the committee formerly appointed to attend to that business jaw
had let the piece of vacant ground at the Broomielaw till Whitsunday
next, at the rent of £15 sterling.

There was produced a letter from Mr. John Wilson, one of the masters Letter from
of the Grammar school, stating that from the infirmities of age he felt nmsfcer of the
himself under the necessity of resigning his office, and requesting that Grammar
such an allowance during his life might be granted him as the magis­
trates and council might think adequate in his situation; which, letter
remit to the committee on the Grammar school, with instructions to have
a conference with Mr. Wilson, and to report the result thereof.

There was presented a petition from Jonathan Anderson, claiming Petition from
reparation for the surface damage occasioned by the quarrying the whin 52“
stones in the lands of West Craigs; which petition remit to the com- claiming sur-
mittee on the quarries, with the addition of the master of work, toIace dania°es-
consider the same and to report.

There was presented an application from the proprietors in Barrack Committee to
Street, bearing that the said street had of late years fallen into such a state repairiS°Ut
of disrepair as to be a nuisance and attended with danger to the lieges. Barrack0
and praying that the same might be visited and repaired without delay; '
which application remit to the lord provost [and others,] with instructions
to meet with the trustees on the Cumbernauld road, and to report the
result of the conference.

The chamberlain produced his state book containing his intromissions State book
with the citys revenue and funds from 1st January, 1804, till 1st January Protklcec} V-v
1805, with a report of the committee of council who were appointed to
examine the same. The magistrates and council appoint the said state
book and report io ly in the council chambers for six weeks, in the usual
manner, for the inspection of the burgesses and inhabitants, at the expira­
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tion of which time resolve to resume consideration of that business; and,
on the motion of the dean of guild, direct the chamberlain and the master
of work in future to get all the accounts for the current year entered by
the month of December annually and to publish advertisements for that
purpose.

Books of Appoint baillies Cuthbertson and M‘Caull to take such steps as may
who^uper- nec€ssary for getting the books containing the transactions of the
intended committee appointed, in the years 1799 and 1800, to superintend the
ckyPwith supply the °ity with corn, posted up and closed as soon as possible, and
c0111- upon that being done authorise the said baillies to advertise that the said

books will be seen in the chamberlains office till 1st September next.
Report of There was produced the following report of the standing committee
the jail. 011 ‘

“ The committee on the jail have lately visited it, and find it in want of several
very necessary things, viz., 6 or 8 iron bed steads, 10 or 12 pair of low priced
blankets for the use of the poorer prisoners who have them not of their own,
also 5 or 6 low priced mattresses. The committee have also to observe that
there are five or six of the front windows the casements of which appear to be
worn out. The committee would therefore recommend that these should be
renewed, and that they be made to draw both up and down for the greater
circulation of fresh air. The committee suppose that these articles may be
procured and repairs made for about £30, and therefore request the council
may give them authority to this extent in order to their being done.”
Of which report the magistrates and council approve, and authorise the
committee to direct the repairs therein mentioned to be made, to the
extent of £30 sterling.

Contract of The Clerks laid before the council the decree arbitral pronounced by
withMr°n ^r. Archibald Graham, as arbiter between the city and Mr. James
M'Kenzie. MTCenzie of Craigs, relative to the boundaries of the respective properties

of the parties, on considering which decree remit to the committee formerly
appointed to attend to this business to execute on the part of the city
the contract of excambion mentioned in the said decree.

Rail in front On the motion of baillie Finlay, direct the master of work to delay,
hospital8 till farther instructions, the erection of the rail in the front of the towns

hospital.
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Authorise the treasurer to pay to Waddell and Park, masons in Precept to
Glasgow, £177 Ils. sterling for copping, levelling, and pointing the wall ^a^de11 and
on the south side of Clyde Street, in March last, conform to an account
produced.

2 August 1805

The lord provost, on the part of the committee on the Grammar Mr. Wilsons
School, stated they had had a conference with Mr. John Wilson, who was ^master'ofaS
willing to resign his office unconditionally, and that the committee were Grammar
of opinion Mr. Wilson ought to have an allowance of £60 per annum
during his life; on considering which report the magistrates and council
accept of Mr. Wilsons resignation, and resolve and agree that Mr. Wilson,
in consideration of his assiduity, fidelity, and success in discharging the
duties of his office, shall during his life be allowed an annuity of £60
sterling, £50 thereof to be paid by the person who shall be appointed his
successor, and £10 from the funds of the town ; and authorize the treasurer
to pay the said £10 accordingly.

There was produced a letter from Andrew Houston, shore master, Ballast taken
complaining that the chamberlain had caused to be removed from the
quay at Broomielaw a quantity of stones which had been used as ballast

for the
bridges.

without allowing him any consideration for the same, whereas the ballast
thrown out from vessels at the Broomielaw has all along been a perquisite
of the shore master; on considering which application direct the chamber-
lain to pay Andrew Houston the price of the said stones and to debit the
trustees on the bridges for the same.

There was read a letter from Alexander Allan, on the part of the Royal
Royal Exchange Assurance Office, of London, relative to the fire engine
establishment, which letter refer to the committee on the said office.
establishment.

On the statement of the clerks, authorize the baillie of Provan to Baillie of
employ a person in the meantime to perform the duties of the baron officer to
and to make him a small allowance for his trouble. officer;

On the suggestion of the clerks, appoint the committee on the milns, Process with
with the clerks, to take such measures as may be necessary for settling field^com1'
the process between the city and the Smithfield company. pany.

2 G
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Report of the There was produced the following report of the perambulation of
tion ofThe the marches of the royalty: —
marches.

“ Report of a perambulation of the marches of the royalty, made on the 20th
of May, 1805. Present [two bailies, the deacon convener, the chamberlain, the
master of work, Andrew Bald, surveyor of taxes for Glasgow, Francis Ross,
clerk to the towns hospital, John Gardner, surveyor for the city, the deacons
of the shoemakers, weavers, hammermen, wrights, masons, bakers, gardeners,
barbers, and the dyers and bonnet makers], James Rcddie and Robert
Thomson, town clerks, and James Ring, writer in the town clerks chambers.

Observations The stone No. 207 out and should be replaced on the site of the old hedge.
perambula^e ^°‘ ^4 covered with rubbish, a new stone should be put in above the run

• tors. of the burn, which is now covered at what is called Quarrytown, and another
new stone at the old bridge, on the old Sauchie haugh road, where 194 is
covered with rubbish. No. 192, at Mr. M'Auslanes fence, is much sunk and
ought to be raised. No. 190, where the burn crosses Dobbies Lone, is fallen down
and should be replaced at the side of the burn. No. 182 is much sunk, and
should be raised. No. 181, in Mr. Stewart’s bleachfield, formerly stood about
18 yards further south than the gable of the house where it at present stands.
No. 156, behind the powder magazine, is out of the ground, and should be
replaced. The letters are off the next to the west. A stone should be placed
at the angle of the dyke between No. 153 and No. 154, and should be marked
No. 153a, with the year. No. 152, at th« intersection of the two new roads
running west and north through Blythswoods grounds, is out of the ground, and
should be replaced about three yards to the west of Michael Wrights new
tenement, which is as near as can be imagined to its former site. No. 149 is
loose, and should be fixed at the corner where it now lyes. The westmost of
those marked 141 requires to be numbered of new. Between No. Ill and 109
there is a royalty stone which has no number, but which was thought to be
No. 110. A diligent search was made for another, but in vain. It occurred
that the real 110 had been taken away from another part of the ground, and
the unmarked one having been found in some of the adjoining dykes had been
placed where we saw it, which causes an awkward turn in that part not
altogether answering the plan. No. 87 is too far sunk, and should be raised.
No. 74m has fallen down, and should be replaced. No. 72 is too much sunk,
and should be raised. No. 71, at the north-east corner of Messrs. Tennents
brewery, is awanting, and should be replaced by another. The stone between 
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59 and 61, near Whitehill, has neither number nor letters. No. 46, to the
south of Cainlachic, has fallen down, and should be set up again. No. 43a,
in the lane behind Mr. M‘Adams house, is defaced, and should be repaired.
Nos. 38, 37, and 36a have fallen down, and should be replaced where they are
at present lying. No. 26 is broken, and should be repaired. No. 19 is set with
the figures to the wall of one of the houses of the inkle factory at Craignestock,
so that they cannot be seen. It should be turned. No. 17 is built into the
inside of the west side wall of Messrs. William Smith and Sons rope walk. With
the above exceptions the royalty stones were all in good order.
On considering which report the magistrates and council approve thereof, Report
and direct the town’s surveyor without delay to make the repairs therein approved of'
pointed out as necessary.

The committee appointed to consider the assessment necessary to be Report about
laid upon the heritors, burgesses and inhabitants of this city, for payment fo^al^ient-
of tlie sums advanced to militia mens wives and for raising men for the inS militia
city, in terms of the act 43 Geo. III., cap. 89, and 44 Geo. III., cap. [66],&c.nS wi'es’
gave in the following report: —
“ We have considered the two acts of parliament to which oui* attention was
directed, and have made such enquiries as appeared to us to be necessary. We
find, from the 35th Section of the Act 44 Geo. III., cap 66, that the necessary
advances foi' raising men for the city under the said act must be assessed and
levied in the manner in which the advances for the relief of the families of
militiamen are directed to be assessed and levied by the Act 43rd Geo. III.,
cap. 89; and, with regard to the mode in which the assessment is to be laid on
and proportioned, we find first from the 16th clause of the last mentioned act
that the necessary sums are to be levied from the heritors, burgesses, and
inhabitants, in the same manner as the cess, stent and other public burdens are
assessed and levied in this city; and, secondly, we find, from the 14th section
of the said act, that the burden is to be equally divided between the proprietor
and the occupier. In these circumstances we are of opinion that the least
exceptionable mode is te lay on the assessment agreeably to the rental upon
which the inhabited house duty is raised, the occupier in every case to pav the
assessment and to be entitled to deduct the half thereof from his rent, when he
is not proprietor of the house. And we find that five pence per pound on the
above mentioned rental of <£62,707 will be £1,306 7s. lid. This sum, as will
appear from the statement annexed [will exceed a little the expenditure already 
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incurred, but the actual expenditure cannot be precisely ascertained.] State­
ment referred to in the report:—for militia mens wives, .£693 2s. 8d.; for
raising men, £355 14s.; for drill sergeants, £80 17s. 6d.; for collector, £40;
to provide for deficiencies, &c., and balance to be carried to the credit of next
years assessment, £136 13s. 9d. [Total,] £1,306 7s. lid.

[The report and accounts and documents therein referred to having
been considered by the magistrates and council, they assessed the heritors,
burgesses, and inhabitants in the above sum of £1,306 7s. lid.]

29 August 1805
Letters The lord provost stated that he had transmitted to Mr. M‘Dowall of

nf' Garthland, lord Archibald Hamilton, and Mr. Alexander of Southbar,
jjJq votes oi ' 1
thanks. the vote of thanks for their exertions in procuring the enactment of the

late corn statute, and that he had received answers from these gentlemen
expressive of the satisfaction with which they had received this testimony
of the approbation of the magistrates and council of this city.

Removal of The lord provost stated that, as was known to most of the members
slaughter of council, a petition had, in the course of the present year, been presented
ing new to him by a great majority of the respectable inhabitants of this city
plying’water re(lues^ng that the slaughter-houses might be removed to a less offensive
&c. and more convenient situation. That the propriety of this measure must

be obvious to every one, and that the continuation of Clyde Street, east­
ward to the Green, would not only be a material improvement in that
quarter, but would be highly ornamental to the city. The lord provost
farther stated that considerable progress had been made in procuring
subscriptions for the introduction of water into the city, and that there
was a prospect of raising the sum necessary for that purpose. His lordship
also mentioned that he had received a letter from Mr. James M'Kenzie,
suggesting that the access to the city on the north may be rendered more
commodious by lowering and changing the direction of that part of the
High Street which is situated between Georges Street and the Tollbarr
at the Monkland canal basin, and that at least that part of the High
street which is commonly called the Bell of the brae may be considerably
improved. Finally, his lordship observed that for carrying into effect
these different proposed improvements an act of parliament would be 
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necessary, and that, although the plans were by no means as yet
sufficiently digested, it would be necessary in the meantime to give the
notices required by the standing orders of the house of commons, that it
might be in the power of the magistrates and council to procure the
introduction of a bill during the ensuing session of parliament in the Notices for
event of that measure being ultimately resolved upon. Of which pro- of parlia? a°
posal the magistrates and council approve, and appoint the clerks to givement-
the necessary notices.

The lord provost produced a letter from baillie Cuthbertson, inclosing Lying in
minutes of a meeting held by a number of respectable inhabitants for the hosPital-
purpose of establishing a lying in hospital, and requesting the magistrates
and council would give their countenance and approbation to this
charitable undertaking, on considering which letter and minutes the
magistrates and council agree to give their countenance and support to
the said institution.

There was produced a letter to the lord provost, from Mr. David Letter about
Tod, relative to a lease of the Windmiln croft lands, which letter remit croft,
to the committee on the Gorbal lands to consider the same and to report.

There was produced the following letter from a number of respectable Regulations
merchants, and the following report on the same by the committee on Glasgow
the Port Glasgow harbour:— dock.

“ Glasgow, June, 1805. Gentlemen,—As owners of ships frequenting the dry
dock of Port Glasgow, -we beg leave to state that, by the dock regulations, dated
the 18th of June, 1799, it is enacted in the seventh article that every ship not
taking her turn according to the time of entry forfeits her entry money, and
must enter de novo, only getting her turn from the time of such second entry.
The effect of this regulation, which has been literally adhered to for some years
past, has been much loss and inconvenience to the trade, because that ships first
on the list of turns, though not so immediately wanted for service have been
forced to take their turns rather than lose them altogether, and thus to keep back
other ships farther down on the list, frequently belonging to the same owners and
wanted for immediate service, for such a length of time as to lose their voyage
altogether. [The alteration suggested in the letter was approved of by the
Harbour committee.] On considering which letter and report the magistrates
and council approve of the alteration therein proposed, and appoint the 
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Addition, to
seventh
article of
regulations.

following addition to be made to the seventh article of the regulations made by
the magistrates and council on the 18th day of June, 1799, for the dry dock
at Port Glasgow, viz.—Except that such ship or vessel as is first in turn may
give up her turn in favor of any other ship farther down in the entry of
turns, she taking her place, but such substitution must be with the consent of
the owners of both ships, respectively, and must be intimated to the dock
master in writing for his government.. Enact and ordain accordingly, and
direct an extract of this act of council to be sent to the dockmaster for his
future government.

Letter from There was produced a letter, from Mr. James Hill, on the part of
about^rack- Archibald Speirs, esquire, of Elderslie, complaining of the tracking of
ing on his vessels by men along his property, and requesting the trustees on the river
ground. prohibit this practice in future. Which letter remit to the clerks, with

instructions to give their legal opinion and advice relative thereto.
Report about The committee appointed to consider the application by the children
John Street Thomson for having their flesh markets in the new town
market from exempted from the payment of dues gave in the following report: —
dues.

“ We have attentively considered the application remitted to us, and have made
such enquiries as appeared to us to be necessary, and upon the whole we are
of opinion that the request made by Mr. Thomsons children cannot with pro­
priety be granted. By the second clause of the police act the magistrates and
council are empowered to levy the same maills, duties, customs, conversion
of statute labour, and other taxes, within the extended as within the ancient
royalty, and consequently butchers selling meat in the markets in the new town
belonging to the petitioners are precisely in the same situation as butchers
selling meat in private shops in Bell Street and other parts of the ancient
royalty, who have not the accommodation of the public markets belonging to the
city. Now, upon enquiry, we find that for upwards of thirty years at least it
has been the practice for the tacksman of the market dues to levy the same
dues from the individuals who sold butcher meat in Bell Street and other
parts of the ancient royalty as from those butchers who had the accommodation
of the public markets. It appears, no doubt, to be unequal and hard that the
same dues should be exacted from those to whom the city affords no accommoda­
tion as from those who have the benefit of the public markets. But this
inequality seems to arise not so much from the dues exacted from these
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butchers who have not the benefit of the public markets being too high as from
the dues paid by the butchers who have the accommodation of the markets
being too low, in consequence of the court of session having lately found that
the bargain which the town made with the fleshers upwards of forty years ago
is binding in all time coming and precludes any augmentation of the market
dues. That the magistrates and council levied dues from the fleshers before
the town afforded the accommodation of markets and slaughter-houses, we
have not been able to obtain any direct evidence, but that they did so is
extremely probable, as such dues have been levied from time immemorial on
the killing, breaking and exposing to sale of cattle in most of the royal burghs
of Scotland, and are specially noted and excepted in the act of Queen Anne
in the following terms :—‘ And farder her Majesty, with advice and consent
foresaid, statutes and ordains that t shall be leisome to all persons whatsomever
to sell and break all sorts of fleshes on every lawful day of the week, and that
in all the burghs and towns of this kingdom, free of any imposition what­
somever, the petty custom of the burgh excepted. And at all events since the
dues complained of have for upwards of thirty years been levied from fleshers
who derived no benefit from the public markets, and who were and are in
precisely the same situation as that in which the tacksmen of the petitioners
markets are placed by the police act, we do not think that the magistrates
and council can with propriety give up and cease to levy the said dues unless
compelled to do so by the judgement of a court of law.”
Of which report the magistrates and council approve, and refuse the
petitioners request.

The committee appointed to consider a report of a committee of the Report about
commissioners of police, relative to the application of fines levied in the police*1 m
the police office, gave in the following report: — office.

“ The committee have considered the report of the committee of commissioners
of police remitted to them, and they have also enquired into those description
of fines imposed by the magistrates to the half of which the informers have right
either by law or custom, and they find that they consist of the penalties leviable
for persons riding upon their carts or using their carts without having their
names affixed on them, to the half of which the informers have right by the
statute, and of a small fine levied from the inhabitants of towns in which
vents happen to take fire, and from persons beating carpets on the streets, the
half of which the magistrates have been acustomed to give to the officei* who 
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informed and cited the parties to appear before them. As, therefore, one
half of these fines usually go to the informer, your committee think that such
parts of them as may belong to police officers, in consequence of their being
the informers, may be allowed to be taken by the commissioners and applied
to the purposes of the establishment, provided the commissioners undertake to
satisfy the police officers for the claim they have to them. But whilst the
committee recommend this, they beg leave to say that they do so not from any
right which they conceive the commissioners have to insist upon the application
to the police establishment of any share of these or any other fines imposed
by the magistrates and not specially appointed by the statute to be applied in
that way, and to state, which seem to have been entertained by the committee
of commissioners as to the effect of the police act on the powers and jurisdiction
of the magistrates, that these remain the same as before the passing of that
act, and that the magistrates have still the discretionary power which they had
before it of applying as they think fit those fines which they see proper to
impose, except such as are appointed by the act to be applied in a particular
manner.”
On considering which report the magistrates and council approve of the
same, and authorize and direct the magistrates to apply the fines levied
in the police office in terms of this and the former report approved by
the magistrates and council upon the 15th day of June 1804.

Precept for Authorize the treasurer to pay twenty guineas to William Bull,
jnding town officer, and Robert MTIendry, Dennis Gibson, William Gordon,

M‘Kay. John Russell, Malcolm M'Murrich, Archibald Grey, John Cameron, and
Farquhar M‘Donald, police officers, being the reward advertised for the
apprehension of Alexander M‘Kay as a criminal.

Bridewell [For half-year from 29th December, 1804, to 29th June, 1805, 171 persons
account imprisoned, of whom 98 liberated and 73 remained at latter date. Revenuepassed. ...

(including earnings of prisoners, <£484 5s. 9|d.), £491 Os. 4£d.; expended on
prisoners (including £95 6s. Id. given them when liberated), £467 14s. Id.;
leaving balance in their favour, £23 6s. 3|d.; wages of keeper, £40; expended
by him for necessaries, £44 8s. 5d.; expense of hospital or sick room,
£40 12s. 6d.; balance, £81 14s. 7fd., which the treasurer was instructed to
pay to the keeper.]

10 September 1805
Notice about The lord provost stated that since last meeting of council several
opening
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improvements on the city, in addition to those already proposed, had certain new
been suggested to him by different respectable inhabitants, in particular
the two following, vizt., the continuation of Queen Street, southward till
it join Clyde Street, and the opening of a new street opposite to Stirling
Street through Blackfriars Wynd, in the view of making a communica­
tion between the High Street and the Gallowgate Street, and his lordship
moved that these two improvements should be included in the notices
given in obedience to the standing orders of the House of Commons, that
they might be introduced into the intended bill. On considering which
proposal the magistrates and council approve thereof and direct the clerks
to insert the said additional improvements in the notices.

The clerks gave in the following report respecting the letter from Report by
Mr. Speirs’s agent on the subject of tracking vessels by men along Mr. tracking on
Speirs’s property situated on the banks of the Clyde:— property153

“ We have attentively considered the letter remitted to us, with the acts of
parliament for improving the navigation of the river Clyde, and we beg leave
to give our opinion at some length.

The Clyde is a public navigable river, and as such its banks may,
at common law, be used by all the lieges for the purposes of occasionally
mooring vessels, of landing goods from vessels in distress, of taking such
measures as are necessary for the security of vessels in danger, Ac. On the
other hand, it is a very doubtful point whether, at common law and inde­
pendently of statute, or forty years usage, the lieges have a right to track or
tow vessels along the banks of the Clyde either by means of horses or men, and
we are rather of opinion that the lieges have no such right. At all events it is
clear that, independently of statute, the lieges have no right to form tracking or
towing paths by embankment or otherwise along the banks of a navigable
river for the purpose of dragging vessels either by men oi- horses. Such being
the common law of the land, it is manifest that the parliamentary trustees have
a right to make paths along the banks of the Clyde for towing vessels, either by
men or horses, only in virtue of express statute and in terms of the statutes
for the improvement of the navigation of the river Clyde. We are of opinion
that the trustees are bound to indemnify the adjacent proprietors for any real
damage arising fiorn the formation of such towing paths. The verdict returned
by the jury last year and the consequent sentence pronounced by the sheriff
only specify tracking by horses. But we apprehend that, in terms of the 
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Petition for
the subscrib-

statutes, Mr. Speirs has also a claim of damages against the trustees so far
as they authorize tracking by men along an artificial towing path. Since
Martinmas last the trustees have declared, by public advertisement, that they
do not authorise tracking by horses along Mr. Spiers’s grounds, and in the
event of the trustees resolving to give up tracking altogether, it may be proper
for the trustees also to declare that they no longer authorise tracking by men
along Mr. Spiers’s property. But with regard to the trustees prohibiting and
discharging all the lieges from tracking along his property, Mr. Spiers’s request
is altogether absurd. The trustees are not a court of law, and although they
were disposed to do so they have not the power to prohibit tracking vessels along
the banks of the Clyde. The declaration that they do not authorize tracking
by men along his lands is clearly all that Mr. Speirs could have requested of
the trustees had they not formed the towing path opposite to his property,
and the only difficulty with us is whether the trustees, in the event of theii'
declaring that they authorize no tracking whatever are not also bound to with­
draw the facility which the formation of the tracking path in question afforded
the public, by the destruction of that path. The destruction of this bulwark
it is not likely Mr. Speirs will demand, but in the event of his doing so we are
rather inclined to think the trustees may be legally compelled to withdraw
the accommodation fox* tracking which they have afforded by the construction
of the towing path. (Signed) James Reddie. Richard Henderson. Rob.
Thomson.”
On considering which report appoint the clerks in the meantime to give
an answer to Mr. Speirs’s agent, stating that since Martinmas 1804 the
parliamentary trustees on the river have never authorized and do not
now authorize the tracking or towing of vessels either by horses or men
along Mr. Speirs’s property, and with regard to the general point of
continuing or abandoning the practice of forming tracking or towing
paths for horses and men along the banks of the river remit the report
of the clerks to the committee on the river, with instructions to consider
the matter deliberately, to make such enquiries as may be necessary for
ascertaining whether and to what extent the practice of tracking by
horses or men is of importance to the trade of Clyde, and to report within
a month from this date what measures in their opinion ought to be
adopted.

There was produced a petition from the subscribers to the wooden 
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bridge, stating their case at length and praying the magistrates and ers to the
council either to take the bridge under their care and to pay the expense bridge.
of watching, lighting, and repairing it in future, or to concur with the
subscribers in an application to parliament to have a clause introduced
into the bill for the continuation of Clyde Street, &c., authorizing the
exaction of a small toll, one day in the week, from persons passing along
the said bridge, for the above mentioned purposes. On considering
which petition delay coming to any resolution on the subject thereof
till next meeting of council, but allow the subscribers in the meantime
to give the necessary notices of the application which they wish to have
made to parliament in the course of next session, with this declaration
that the magistrates and council shall not be bound to pay any part of
the expense that may be incurred by the introduction of a clause to the
effect requested by the petitioners, or to assist in carrying through the
said clause in opposition to any of the inhabitants who may object thereto.

The clerks produced [states of the towns processes and other business State of
under the management of the city’s agents in Edinburgh during lastcesses pro -
winter and summer sessions (MS., Council Record, pp. 480-524), including duced*
the following : —]

The nature of this question is stated in former reports. The city chamber-Galloway
lain had obtained decree for a certain sum, as impost upon ale, against Mr. Spreull
Galloway, brewer in Glasgow, who presented a bill of suspension on the ground
that Hutchesontown and Tradestown were not within the liberties and privileges
of Gorbals, and consequently that ale sold there is not liable in payment of the
impost. In the last report it was mentioned that the lord ordinary, upon
advising memorials for the parties, had (on 4th July, 1804) appointed them
to prepare informations in order to be reported to the court. [Informations
had been lodged and ordered to be printed.] In the meantime a new document
was discovered, which tended considerably to strengthen the plea maintained
by Mr. Spreull. This is a ratification in favour of the city of Glasgow by which
the inhabitants of the lands of Gorbals are appointed <c to bear a proportional
part of all stents, taxations, and impositions with the burgh.”1 [Case still in
court.]

The nature of this question was formerly stated. Lord Cathcart called for Lord Cath-
i Act of parliament, dated 20th May, 1661. Glasg. Chart., vol. ii., p. 42. oity.aSamSt
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production of certain titles to a piece of ground on the shore of Greenock and
for reduction of these titles, or at least for an order prohibiting the magistrates
from using that ground for any other purpose than the curing of herrings, &c.
He concluded also for payment of certain grassums. The lord ordinary found
the magistrates liable in payment of two grassums and interest, but he assoilzied
them from the other conclusions of the libel. The grassums, with interest, have
now been paid to Lord Cathcart. The decree of absolvitor has been
extracted and sent to Glasgow to be put up with the other title deeds.

The magistrates of Glasgow claim the property of a piece of ground called
the Skinners Green, to which the skinners of Glasgow also lay claim. An action
of removing was brought before the magistrates against the incorporation of
skinners, in which an interlocutor was pronounced finding that the magistrates
of Glasgow had produced a title sufficient in law to entitle them to insist on the
removing. A bill of advocation presented by the incorporation of skinners was,
on 31 July, 1804, refused without answers. A second bill was presented and
appointed by Lord Cullen to be answered. Answers and replies were
accordingly lodged, and upon advising these Lord Polkemmet, ordinary, pro­
nounced this interlocutor. (26 November) :—“ The lord ordinary, having con­
sidered this bill, with the answers, replies and proceedings, with the productions
before the inferior court, as also the former bill refused by Lord Balmuto,
refuses the bill, but remits the cause, with this instruction, that the magistrates
before answer allow the pursuer to prove that the lands contained
in the sasines 1662 and 16641 do comprehend the piece of ground
in dispute, and that they proceed thereafter as they shall see just.” A
copy of this interlocutor was immediately sent to Glasgow, and the process has
since been returned that the remit may be applied.

The magistrates of Glasgow, having heard that several of the bakers
of the city did not make their bread, particularly their small loaves, of sufficient
weight, they resolved to go round the shops of the different bakers and examine
their bread. For this purpose they divided the town into districts, and baillie
Campbell, the defender, visited one of these districts. On weighing the
bread he found that in several shops it was not of sufficient weight. He
confiscated all the light loaves, and among others he confiscated
several loaves which belonged to Hamilton Millar, the pursuer. Mr,
Millar has thought proper to raise a summons against baillie Campbell,
in which he states the procedure of the magistrates, and in particular the

1 Glasg. Chart., vol. ii., pp. 329-32, 335-6, Nos. 699, 700, 714-5. 

i
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procedure of baillio Campbell, and the seizure he had made. After narrating
that he and other bakers in Glasgow had intimated, under form of protest,
that they considered the seizure to be illegal and protested for damages, he
concludes that it ought to be found that the conduct of baillie Campbell was
illegal, that he ought to be ordained to restore to the pursuer the bread carried
off, and that he ought to be found liable to the pursuers in £500 of damages .
besides the expence of process. [Case still in court.]

The procedure upon this petition has been stated in former reports. APetition
remit was made to Mr. Hamilton, sheriff depute of the county of Lanark, tObridewelL
certify what he knew respecting the bridewell, and to report. Mr. Hamiltons
report having been lodged, the lords of justiciary appointed the procurator for
the petitioners to give in an information upon the necessity and expediency
of declaring the new bridewell a legal prison, to the effect within craved, and of
this court interposing their authority thereto, and therein to point out what
authorities and precedents there are in support thereof. The information was
prepared and lodged with the clerk of court on 10th December, 1804, and the
court having taken the same into consideration, on the 12th of January last,
they pronounced the following interlocutor :—“ The lord justice clerk and lords
commissioners of justiciary having resumed consideration of the petition for
the lord provost and magistrates of the city of Glasgow, presented on 14th
December, 1801, with the report of Mr. Robert Hamilton, sheriff depute of the
county of Lanark, and the information given for the petitioner, in obedience
to the order of court of 17th March last, they grant warrant to, and authorize
the petitioners to imprison persons accused of crimes, and convicts, within the
new bridewell of the city of Glasgow, when they shall find it necessary for them
to do so, they being always answerable for the safe custody of such persons as
shall be committed prisoners thereto, in the same manner as if they were confined
in the common prison of that city, and which new bridewell is hereby declared
to be in time coming a lawful prison for that purpose.” This act and warrant
was extracted and immediately sent to Glasgow.

17 September 1805

The magistrates and council, agreeably to their resolution at last New master
meeting of council, proceeded to the election of a master to the Grammar g° t?rammar
School, iu the room of Mr. John AVilson who had resigned, when the
lord provost, on the part of the committee on the Grammar School, laid 



478 EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS [1805.

before the magistrates and council the applications of fourteen candidates,
with the certificates of their learning, ability, and moral character,
respectively, produced by them, stated that the committee had been much
gratified by receiving applications from so many respectable candidates,
and concluded with recommending on the part of the committee Mr.
William Chrystal of Stirling as equally well if not better qualified than
any of the other candidates for supplying the vacancy. On considering
which applications, certificates, and recommendations the magistrates
and council unanimously nominate and appoint the said Mr. William
Chrystal to be one of . the masters of the Grammar School of Glasgow, in
the room of the said John Wilson, during their will and pleasure allenarly,
with full power to the said William Chrystal to exercise the duties and
enjoy the privileges and emoluments of the said office, from and after
the tenth day of October next, when his entry thereto is to commence,
in as full and ample a manner as the same were exercised and enjoyed
by his said predecessor, but under this express condition that the said
William Chrystal, in terms of the former resolution of council, shall

Toll on
wooden
bridge.

pay to the chamberlain, during the life and for the behoof of his said
predecessor, £50 per annum.

Agreeably to the resolution at last meeting of council, having
resumed consideration of the petition of the subscribers to the wooden
bridge at the foot of Saltmarket Street, hereby consent and agree that
certain clauses authorizing the subscribers to the said bridge to levy a
small toll one day in the week from people passing along the same shall
be inserted in the proposed bill for the continuation of Clyde Street, &c.,
but [on condition that the magistrates and council should be relieved of
the expense].

Road at The lord provost stated that in consequence of Mr. Robert
north west Muirhead having proceeded to make the alteration of the road at the
Square north west end of Georges Square, leading to the canal, which alteration
leading to wag aHowej to make by act of council of the 16th of April last, the

access to the town in that quarter had been rendered inconvenient, and
that owing to Mr. Muirhead having been stopped in his operations by the
trustees a part of the road was at present in a very bad state. His
lordship farther stated that he had’had a conference on the subject with 
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the lord president of the court of session1 and some of the other trustees
on the said road, who were willing to withdraw their opposition provided
the piece of causeway which had been uplifted be replaced in the mean­
time, and provided the intermediate street between the present road
and Buchanan Street, as proposed in the plan of Meadowflat lands, be
opened as soon as can conveniently be done. His lordship also stated
that Mr. Muirhead was willing to delay the final execution of the contract
of excambion between the town and him until next year, when the said
intermediate street might be opened. Finally, his lordship moved that
the said street should be opened and causewayed as soon as could be
conveniently done, and that in the meantime the angular piece of cause­
way which had been uplifted should be relaid. On considering which
statement and motion, appoint baillie M‘Caull [and others], as a com­
mittee, to cause the said intermediate street between the present road
leading to the canal and Buchanan Street to be opened to the breadth
of 40 feet, and to be causewayed as soon as the ground will admit of it.
Farther appoint the said committee to consider the propriety of widening
the said street from 40 to GO feet, and in the event of their thinking
that the said street ought to be widened to this extent to report their
opinion thereon. And in the meantime authorize the said committee to
cause the angular piece of causeway which has been uplifted to be relaid
without delay.

1 October 1805
[John Hamilton, provost; John M'Caull, Daniel M‘Kenzie and Robert Election of

M'Nair, of the merchant rank, and Andrew Patton and Basil Ronald, of theProvosfc and
crafts rank, bailies.] balllles'

[William Hood, eldest baillie of the towns of Port Glasgow and Newark.] Election of
eldest baillie

4 October 1805 of Port

[Twelve merchants and eleven craftsmen councillors for the ensuing year.] Election of

9 October 1805 councillors.

[John Laurie, dean of guild, Robert Austin, deacon convener; James Election of
Denniestcun, treasurer; John M'llwham, bailie, and James Cook, conjunct dean of guild,
bailie of Gorbals; Alexander Stewart, water bailie; William Cuthbertson, depute&C*

1 Hay Campbell, afterwards Sir Hay Campbell of Succoth, baronet.
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Directors,
commis­
sioners,
committees.

water bailie; Richard Smellie, master of work; John Gardner, junior, visitor
of maltmen; John Morison, bailie of Provan; John Bennet, procurator fiscal;
James Reddie, Richard Henderson, and Robert Thomson, town clerks.]

[Appointments of annual committee, directors of towns hospital, Clyde
commissioners, bridge commissioners, directors of Sunday schools, and com­
mittees on Grammar School, tradesmens accounts, bridewell, the Green, quarries
and mills, river Clyde, chamberlains books, Port Glasgow harbour, common
sewers, and jail.]

28 October 1805

Trades The lord provost stated that it was with regret he had to announce
oauue. the jeath? On Saturday last, of his late worthy colleague, baillie Patton,

and moved that the magistrates and council should fix a day for electing
a successor to baillie Patton, in terms of the set of the burgh. [Friday,
1st November, was fixed for the purpose.]

Assessment [Persons in town’s hospital on 9th August last, 365, including chaplain,
for the poor, housekeeper, clerk, and two servants; pool’ children put out to nurse, 306;

families in indigent circumstances supplied with meal, 410; families who
receive reduced wages at 20s. each, 142; estimated expense, £6,090; revenue,
£1,300; deficiency, with expense of collection, £4,865, to be raised by
assessment.]

Report about The committee on the canal road and the Meadowflat grounds gave
in Meadow- in the following report:—

“Your committee went upon the ground, and after minutely examining it
report it as their opinion that a new street ought to be opened of the width of
60 feet parallel with Buchanan Street and Queen Street, and equally distant
from each of these streets, to run northward from Camperdown Place till it
joins the canal road. That the said street ought to be formed immediately,
and causewayed as early in the spring as it can be done. Your committee also
report that the angular piece of road at the north-west corner of Georges
Square has been recausewayed.”
Of which report the magistrates and council approve, and appoint the
committee, with the master of work, to take the necessary measures for
getting the operations therein proposed carried into effect.

Working of There was produced a letter from James Miller, tenant of the Provan
Provan coal. mi]n alK] lands, craving an allowance for damages alleged to have been 
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sustained by him in consequence of the working of the Provan coal;
which letter remit to the committee on the milns, with the assistance of
the baillie of Provan, to consider the same and to report.

On the statement of the dean of guild that the committee on the Committee
Gorbals lands were of opinion the said lands ought to be let for the period iet tiie Gor-
of seven years from the ensuing term of Martinmas, authorize the saidbals grounds.
committee, with the deacon convener, to set the said lands by public
roup for the said space of seven years, on such terms as the committee
shall think proper.

Refuse a petition from James Moir, late tacksman of the towns Market dues.
beef and mutton markets, praying to be allowed the expenses incurred
by him in a process which he had instituted for subjecting in payment of
the market dues a flesher who, upon investigation, was found to live
without the royalty.

There was produced a petition from the proprietors and inhabitants Petition
of Little Dovehill, the old vennal and parts adjacent, praying that the Little Dove­
streets in that part of the city may be causewayed and more regularlyhil1 may be
cleaned in future, and also that the bridge across the Molendinar burn causewa^ed*
may be repaired; which petition remit to the dean of guild [and others],
as a committee, to consider the same and to report. And farther, appoint
the same committee to inspect that part of Duke Street which from the Committee to
want of a railing is dangerous to passengers, and to report what, in their sXeetT 'Duke
opinion, ought to be done.

There were produced a letter from the master of work mentioning Cross well in
that the cross well in the High street was in a state of disrepair, and Hlgh Sfcreet-
also an estimate of the expense of repairing the said well, amounting to
£31 5s. sterling; on considering which letter and estimate appoint the
master of work to get the said cross well repaired.

On the motion of baillie MfCaul, remit to the committee on the Bridewell,
bridewell to consider the propriety of inclosing with a wall the ground ™-Jand
in the front of bridewell, of repairing and raising the wall behind, and
of forming a common sewer to the Molendinar burn, and to report.

Authorize the chamberlain to pay the account of expenses incurred Expense in-
by John Wotherspoon in the process depending before the court of proems with
session, at the instance of the corporation of bakers against the said bakers.

2 n
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John. AVotherspoon, amounting to £67 2s. 8d. sterling, but appoint the
clerks to intimate to Mr. Wotherspoon that the magistrates and council
will not afford him any farther assistance in carrying on the said process,
unless he from time to time give in a report by his agent of the progress
made in the business, that the magistrates and council may have an
opportunity of knowing when a judgement is pronounced by the court
of session, and of judging of the propriety of proceeding any further or
not.

1 November 1805
Eldest baillie [Robert Robertson elected eldest bailie of the crafts ranks, in room of
of the trades Andrew Patton, deceased.!

23 November 1805
Resolve to The lord provost stated that he had called the present meeting of
Kin^oVLord couuc^ ^or purpose of considering the propriety of voting an address
Nelsons to the King, congratulating his Majesty on the late singular and glorious

successes obtained by his Majestys naval forces over the combined fleets
of France and Spain, of which proposal the magistrates and council
unanimously approve, and the lord provost having laid before the council
the following address the magistrates and council approve of the same,
and authorize the lord provost to subscribe and transmit the said address
to the right honourable Lord Hawkesbury, secretary of state for the
home department, to be presented to his Majesty; of which address the
tenor follows: —

Address. “ To the Kings most excellent Majesty, the humble address of the lord provost,
magistrates, and common council of the city of Glasgow. May it please your
Majesty,—We, your Majesty’s most faithful subjects, the lord provost,
magistrates, and common council of the city of Glasgow, beg leave to approach
your Majesty’s throne with the warmest congratulations on the recent signal and
glorious successes obtained by your Majesty’s gallant seamen over the combined
fleets of France and Spain. While, along with our fellow subjects, we deeply
deplore the death in the arms of victory of that brave man who so often
humbled the pride of your Majesty’s enemies, we raise our thoughts in
gratitude to the God of battles, who has so often extended his shield over
your Majesty’s people, and we contemplate with a satisfaction which words
cannot express the high importance of a victory which frustrates the favorite 
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schemes of our implacable foe, which places on a still firmer basis the maritime
power and the commercial prosperity of the British empire, and which exhibits
a glorious example to your Majesty’s continental allies of what may be
achieved by skill and valour in checking the progress of inordinate and
lawless ambition, and in restoring that balance of power, the maintenance of
which is so necessary for securing the liberties and independance of the
European states.

“ To this part of your Majesty’s empire in particular, the annihilation
of that proud fleet which so recently threatened the devastation of our
colonial possessions in the West Indies is an event singularly interesting, and
on such an occasion we feel ourselves pecularly called upon to renew to your
Majesty the assurances of our unshaken loyalty and affectionate attachment
to your Majesty’s person and government, while we express our ardent wishes
and our hopes that the exertions of your Majesty and of your faithfull allies
at this eventful period may be ultimately attended with such success as will
secure to your kingdoms an honorable and a lasting peace. That your
Majesty may long reign over a free and a happy people, and may transmit
to your Majesty’s and to your subjects’ latest posterity the blessings we enjoy
under your Majesty’s auspicious government, is our fervent prayer. Signed
and sealed with the seal of the said city, in name, in presence, and by appoint­
ment of the lord provost, magistrates and common council of the said city,
in council, at Glasgow, the 23rd day of November, 1805 years, by (signed)
John Hamilton, provost.”

Remit to the committee on the river Clyde, with the assistance of Crane at the
the baillie on the said river, a petition from Alexander Campbell,Broomielaw-
merchant in Glasgow, for himself and in behalf of the other shippers of
goods at the Broomielaw, craving that the old crane at the Broomielaw
might be repaired, and also a new one erected, which has become
absolutely necessary on account of the increase of the trade on the river,
and appoint the said committee to report their opinion relative thereto.

There was produced a letter from Air. Weir, player of the music Music bells.
bells, mentioning that the machinery by which the tunes performed
on the said bells at stated hours was in a state of disrepair; on con­
sidering which letter direct the repairs proposed by Mr. Weir to be made
without delay, under the superintendence of the deacon convener and the
master of work.
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John AVotherspoon, amounting to £67 2s. 8d. sterling, but appoint the
clerks to intimate to Mr. AVotherspoon that the magistrates and council
will not afford him any farther assistance in carrying on the said process,
unless he from time to time give in a report by his agent of the progress
made in the business, that the magistrates and council may have an
opportunity of knowing when a judgement is pronounced by the court
of session, and of judging of the propriety of proceeding any further or
not.

1 N ovember 1805
Eldest baillie [Robert Robertson elected eldest bailie of the crafts ranks, in room of
of the trades Andrew Patton, deceased.!
rank. ’ J

23 November 1805
Resolve to The lord provost stated that he had called the present meeting of
Kin^oVliord counc^ ^or the PurPose considering the propriety of voting an address
Nelsons to the King, congratulating his Majesty on the late singular and glorious
victory. successes obtained by his Majestys naval forces over the combined fleets

of Erance and Spain, of which proposal the magistrates and council
unanimously approve, and the lord provost having laid before the council
the following address the magistrates and council approve of the same,
and authorize the lord provost to subscribe and transmit the said address
to the right honourable Lord Hawkesbury, secretary of state for the
home department, to be presented to his Majesty; of which address the
tenor follows: —

Address. To the Kings most excellent Majesty, the humble address of the lord provost,
magistrates, and common council of the city of Glasgow. May it please your
Majesty,—We, your Majesty’s most faithful subjects, the lord provost,
magistrates, and common council of the city of Glasgow, beg leave to approach
your Majesty’s throne with the warmest congratulations on the recent signal and
glorious successes obtained by your Majesty’s gallant seamen over the combined
fleets of France and Spain. While, along with our fellow subjects, we deeply
deplore the death in the arms of victory of that brave man who so often
humbled the pride of your Majesty’s enemies, we raise our thoughts in
gratitude to the God of battles, who has so often extended his shield over
your Majesty’s people, and we contemplate with a satisfaction which words
cannot express the high importance of a victory which frustrates the favorite 
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schemes of our implacable foe, which places on a still firmer basis the maritime
power and the commercial prosperity of the British empire, and which exhibits
a glorious example to your Majesty’s continental allies of what may be
achieved by skill and valour in checking the progress of inordinate and
lawless ambition, and in restoring that balance of power, the maintenance of
which is so necessary for securing the liberties and independance of the
European states.

“ To this part of your Majesty’s empire in particular, the annihilation
of that proud fleet which so recently threatened the devastation of our
colonial possessions in the West Indies is an event singularly interesting, and
on such an occasion we feel ourselves pecularly called upon to renew to your
Majesty the assurances of our unshaken loyalty and affectionate attachment
to your Majesty’s person and government, while we express our ardent wishes
and our hopes that the exertions of your Majesty and of your faithfull allies
at this eventful period may be ultimately attended with such success as will
secure to your kingdoms an honorable and a lasting peace. That your
Majesty may long reign over a free and a happy people, and may transmit
to your Majesty’s and to your subjects’ latest posterity the blessings we enjoy
under your Majesty’s auspicious government, is our fervent prayer. Signed
and sealed with the seal of the said city, in name, in presence, and by appoint­
ment of the lord provost, magistrates and common council of the said city,
in council, at Glasgow, the 23rd day of November, 1805 years, by (signed)
John Hamilton, provost.”

Remit to the committee on the river Clyde, with the assistance of Crane at the
the baillie on the said river, a petition from Alexander Campbell,Broomielaw-
merchant in Glasgow, for himself and in behalf of the other shippers of
goods at the Broomielaw, craving that the old crane at the Broomielaw
might be repaired, and also a new one erected, which has become
absolutely necessary on account of the increase of the trade on the river,
and appoint the said committee to report their opinion relative thereto.

There was produced a letter from Mr. Weir, player of the music Music bells.
bells, mentioning that the machinery by which the tunes performed
on the said bells at stated hours was in a state of disrepair; on con­
sidering which letter direct the repairs proposed by Mr. Weir to be made
without delay, under the superintendence of the deacon convener and the
master of work.
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Report of The committee appointed to examine the accounts of corn purchased
committee on i ,, i , -< . r , , . , .,
corn oy the city in the years 1709 and 1800 gave in [a report, from which it
accounts. appeared that the chamberlain was in advance, on account of the city,

£9,354 5s. lOd. Outlying subscriptions and debts, supposed good,
amounted to £1,743 3s. 4|d.; doubtful and bad, £1,619 10s. 2d. The
committee had instructed proceedings for obtaining payment of sub­
scriptions and debts, so far as recoverable^. Of which report the magis­
trates and council approve, and authorize the said committee to carry into
effect the measures therein proposed. In particular, authorize the
chamberlain, by the direction of the said committee, to send without delay
a circular letter to all the subscribers who have not yet paid their sub­
scriptions, and also to those persons who are indebted to the city for
grain, &c., purchased by them at the above period, and in the event of
the said persons failing to make paymen t of the debts respectively due by
them, within such a period as to the said committee shall appear
reasonable, authorize and appoint the chamberlain to raise actions against
the said defenders for recovery of the said debts.

ELirk yards. On the statement of baillie Ronald, resolve that in future, in all cases
in which the town furnishes coffins to paupers, no kirk yard dues shall
be exacted except one shilling to the grave digger for his labour, and
direct an extract of this act of council to be sent to the baillies of the
different kirk yards for their government.

16 December 1805
Letter from The lord provost stated that he had had the honor of receiving a letter
Tewkesbury. from the right honble. Lord Hawkesbury, secretary of state for the home

department, mentioning that the address voted to the King at last meeting
of council had been presented to his Majesty, who was pleased to receive
the same very graciously.

New appor- There was produced an extract of an act of the convention of royal
thTlamHax hurghs, dated 9th July last, relative to a new apportionment of the land

tax payable by the different burghs of Scotland, the tenor whereof
follows: —
“ In the general convention of the royal burghs of Scotland, held at Edinburgh
the 9th day of July, 1805. The convention having taken under consideration 
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the minute and report of the general meeting of the annual committee, held
by appointment of the last general convention upon the third Wednesday of
November last, and of the tax roll made up by them at that meeting, with
the amount of the proportion of <£7,800, the land tax to be paid by each royal
burgh according to their respective percentage of the tax roll, the
remaining £200 to be paid by the agent on account of the burghs of barony,
&c., the present sum payable by them foi’ a communication of trade, and after
reasoning thereupon at great length, and after making two small alterations,
the convention, with these variations and with the declaration aftermentioned
in favor of the burgh of Glasgow, unanimously approved of the tax roll so
made up by the said committee upon the third Wednesday of November last,
and appointed the land tax for this current year, ending on the 25th day of
March next, to be paid by the respective royal burghs, agreeable to the
proportions mentioned in the said report, with the before mentioned two
small alterations, and that the said roll shall continue to be the rule for the
payment of the said land tax and all other sums to be imposed by the con­
vention, until the same shall be altered by any aftei* general convention of
the royal burghs, and directed the clerks to certify to the general receiver of
the land tax the respective proportions payable by each royal burgh and the
agent for the convention, in order that they may be charged accordingly.

“ The before mentioned de: h> ration in favor of the burgh of Glasgow
was that in the event of the towns of Port Glasgow and Greenock being charged
with any additional proportion of land tax on account of a communication
of trade, further than what is at present payable by the town of Greenock,
either by a new act of parliament or otherways, that in that event the burgh
of Glasgow shall, out of such additional proportion, be entitled in the first
instance to relief of the sum payable by them to the extent of foui' per cent.
of theii' tax roll, but to no further extent, whatever the amount mav be of
such additional proportion which may be laid upon the towns of Port
Glasgow and Greenock, farther than by the general reduction of the proportion
of the land tax payable by the royal burghs.”

There was also produced the report of the general meeting of the Proportion of
annual committee and the copy of the tax roll made up by them, referred tax Pay*
to in the said extract, from which it appears that the proportion of the burgh of
land tax payable by this burgh is £2,125 10s. sterling, or £25,506 Scots,Glasgow-
which extract report and tax roll being considered by the magistrates and 
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council now convened, they resolve in future to lay on the towns proportion
of the cess for this present year and in all time coming till the said roll
be altered in terms therof.

Cess act. [Cess imposed, three fourths on land and one fourth on trade, as formerly,
and stent masters were appointed for casting on the towns proportion for the
year 1805, 11 payable as on 24th June and 29th September, 1805, and 28th
March, 1806, which, according to £27 5s. Scots, as the towns proportion
of the tax roll of the burghs, at an eight months cess, extends to <£25,506 Scots,
together with £100 sterling as the fee to the clerk of the stent masters ” in
levying and collecting the cess, £10 for rent of collector’s office, £20 to the
clerks man, and 5s. to the keeper of the town clerks chamber for attending on
the stent master. Total, £27,069 Scots.]

Petitions for There were produced two petitions from the coal agents and masters
the slforeSt vessels at the Broomielaw, the one complaining against Andrew
master. Houston, the shore master, and the other approving of his conduct, which

petitions remit to the committee on the river Clyde, with the assistance of
baillie Stewart and Air. Cuthbertson, depute baillie on the said river, with
instructions to the said committee to consider the cause of complaint
against the shoremaster and after hearing parties to report their opinion
relative thereto to the magistrates and council.

Procedure The lord provost laid before the council a draft of the proposed statute
statutehbour ^abour bill for the county of Lanark, and stated that the clause in the
bill. said bill relative to this city appeared objectionable, in as much as the

magistrates and council were thereby placed under the control and direc­
tion of the trustees for the lower ward with regard to the application of the
statute labour or conversion money levied within the city and royalty.
His lordship farther stated that he had reason to believe this exceptionable
part of the clause would be given up by the gentlemen of the county,
provided the magistrates and council became bound to keep in repair the
roads leading to the city within the present toll bars, so far as they were
situated within the royalty, and proposed that this measure should be
agreed to in consideration of the additional sum that would be raised
as conversion money under the new bill. Of which proposal the magis­
trates and council approve, authorize the lord provost and baillie M‘Nair,
as a committee, with the assistance of the clerks, to draw up a new clause
or clauses relative to the city, to be inserted in the said bill in place of the
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present clause, and to be conceived in such terms as to them shall seem
most advisable and advantageous for the city; and farther appoint the said
committee to attend the meeting of the gentlemen interested, which is to
be held on Friday, the 20th instant, at Hamilton.

There was produced a letter from the chamberlain to the dean of guild,
relative to the extent of the deduction to be allowed the brewers, in terms

Deduction to
brewers
under the

of the act imposing the two pennies Scots on every pint of ale brewed imP0St act-
or vended within the city and liberties, which letter remit to the dean of
guild [and others], as a committee, to meet with the brewers for the
purpose of ascertaining the amount of the deduction to be allowed, and
to report.

There was produced heads of a bill which had been revised and Bill for con-
approved of by the magistrates for continuing Clyde Street eastward to ci™deSStreet
the Green, for removing the present slaughter houses and erecting new removing
ones, &c.; which draft the magistrates and council direct to be printed houses^&c.
without delay, and authorize the magistrates, dean of guild and deacon
convener, to take the measures necessary for having the proposed bill
passed into a law, provided they are satisfied that the funds of the com­
munity will not be injured or impaired by the expense of the alterations
and improvements contained in the said bill.

On the motion of Mr. Gilbert Hamilton, appoint the dean of guild Committee to
[and others], as a committee, to meet with the agents of the different Pcet Wlth7 J ° insurance
insurance fire offices for the purpose of arranging the mode in which the agents.
expence attending the fire engines and the extinguishing of fires within
the city is to be settled in the meantime, until a preferable plan can be
adopted.

There was produced the folk -vlng extract of an act of the corporation Offer to sell
of skinners : — Skinners

Green.
At Glasgow, and within the Trades Hall, the 11th day of December, 1805
years. Present, William Davidson, deacon, George Meikle, collector, and most
part of the masters, and a number of the other members of the corporation of
skinners in Glasgow, the whole having been warned to attend as was verified
by the officer. The deacon represented to the meeting that as the community
of the city intended to bring into parliament a bill for liberty to make certain
improvements in the city, particularly to continue Clyde Street eastwards, and
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Letter about
tracking on
Mr. Speira
grounds.

Charge for
£150 for
tracking on
Mr. Speirs’s
grounds.

as the construction of the street will include a considerable part of the Skinners
Green, belonging to the trade, he submitted the propriety of incouraging the
intended improvement so far as to make an offer to the magistrates and town
council to sell that Green to the community for the sum of <£500 sterling, and
moved accordingly. Which motion being seconded by baillio Ronald and con­
sidered by the meeting, was unanimously approved of by the meeting, and
empowered and hereby empower Baillie Ronald to make this offer accordingly,
it being always understood that the purchasers are to be satisfied with the sellers
titles such as they are. Extracted by (signed) George Crawfurd, elk.
Of which proposal and offer, contained in the said act, delay the considera­
tion till next meeting of council.

The clerks produced the following letter, from Mr. James Hill, as
agent for Mr. Speirs of Elderslie, addressed to Mr. Reddie : —
“ Glasgow, 18th November, 1805. Sir,—I was favored with your letter of the
18th September last, in answer to my letter to the lord provost of the 12th
August. I am directed by Mr. Speirs to inform the trustees on the river that
he cannot consider them as at liberty to abandon or resume the right to track
at pleasure on his property, but must hold them bound to continue the payment
of £150 a year, in terms of the verdict of the jury and sheriff decreet, unless
they will abandon that right altogether and that they shall also destroy the
track path they made, restore his grounds in all other respects to the same
state in which they were before any tracking was attempted, and advertise
the ship owners that they have abandoned the privilege which the act of parlia­
ment confers on them; and I now, in name and by authority of Mr.
Speirs, beg leave to inform the trustees that if all this is not done he will
expect punctual payment of the annual sum of £150, not only due at Martinmas
last, for which they are liable at any rate, but in all time coming unless a
complete abandonment of the right of tracking on his property and restoration
of everything to its former state shall be made by the trustees; and if they should
fail to make the foresaid payment in the meantime he will be undei’ the
necessity of taking legal measures to enforce it. I am, &c., (signed) James
Hill.”

Farther, the lord provost and magistrates stated that they had each
received a charge, at the instance of Mr. Speirs, for payment of £150, as
the annual damages lately awarded him by a sentence of the sheriff of 
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Renfrew, in consideration of the practice of tracking vessels by horses
along the lands of Elderslie, and alleged to be due for the year preceding
Martinmas last, and also for payment of £41 of expenses. On considering
which letter and statement appoint the clerks to take the necessary
measures for bringing the charge given by Mr. Speirs under the review
of the court of session by suspension.

The committee appointed on the 10th day of September last to enquire Report of
into the expediency and propriety of continuing or giving up about^rack-
the practice of tracking vessels by horses and men along the banks ing vessels on.
of the Clyde, and to ascertain whether, in the view of the practice being the Cljde'
continued, any arrangement can be formed with the proprietors of the
lands on the south side of the said river, on moderate and reasonable
terms, reported as follows: —
That from the enquiries they had made they were satisfied that the practice of
tracking vessels by means of horses and the formation of towing paths on the
banks for that purpose tend much to facilitate the navigation of the river, and
are of very considerable importance to the trade of the city; that it appears to
be the wish of the most respectable merchants in this city that the practice of
tracking vessels by horses should be continued; that the committee has had
conversations on the subject with some of the principal proprietors on the south
side of the river, who seemed disposed to accede to the wishes and views of the
trustees on reasonable terms; and that the chamberlain had received from Mr.
Oswald of Shieldhall the following sketch of an agreement drawn up by his Sketch of
brother, Mr. Oswald of Scotstown, which, in the opinion of those gentlemen, ^°r^j™ent
was likely to meet with the approbation of the proprietors of lands on the Oswald.
south side of the river :—“ The proprietors of the land along the south border
of the river Clyde below Glasgow, viz., (here take in their names from Glasgow
down), in consideration of the benefit they have received and may receive by the
land they have gained off the river and may still gain in consequence of the
operations for deepening the river, hereby agree that they will not now nor at
any future time obstruct or impede the making and using a path along the
margin of the river on their respective lands, for the sole purpose of tracking
or towing vessels by men or horses or both, and that they will never claim
compensation for laying theii’ places open or for anything of that nature, nor
will they demand any price for the land occupied or to be occupied by the said
path, which is not to exceed 20 feet in breadth and only 6 of that to be metalled 
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with stones or gravel if necessary. And the trustees of the navigation agree
that they are, at theii' own expense, to make and maintain proper gates or styles
on the fences dividing the fields on the river side, for the men and horses to pass
through; and the men trackers and drivers of the horses shall be bound by
the said trustees to shut the said gates or styles after going through them, to
prevent cattle from breaking out of one field into another, and if at any time
or times in future these men trackers or drivers of horses shall leave these gates
or styles open, or break down the fences, and cattle thereby get out of the
fields and occasion damage, the same shall be made good to the sufferer by the
said trustees, and they to take their recourse on the said trespassers or on the
masters of the vessels who employ them. And the said drivers and horses shall
keep the towing path and not poach or hurt the adjoining ground nor leave
their horses pasturing on them, the trustees being obliged to make up any such
damage they do. And to prevent riding or driving carts, carriages or cattle, on
the said towing path, the said trustees oblige themselves to put up and keep up
boards of notice at proper places, prohibiting every other use of the path than
towing of vessels, under such penalties as the acts for the navigation of the
Clyde or the law of the land allows, and that the said trustees, on the com­
plaint of any one of the proprietors, shall be obliged to prosecute such offenders.
Farther, if the making of the towing path prevent cattle in the fields from
getting to water, drinking places for them shall be made by the trustees.
Finally, if any difference shall arise in the execution of this agreement between
the said proprietors and the said trustees the same shall be referred to arbitra­
tion, each party chusing an arbiter. Note :—It might be useful to the trade
if the trustees would regulate the rate of hire for horses towing vessels, and
agree with the farmers who are to do it, or with the carters, and oblige them to
wear a badge when towing, with their name on it, and to return from towing
by the nearest road to the toll road.”
Of which report the magistrates and council approve, and in particular
approve of the draft of the agreement proposed by Messrs. Oswald as
highly fair and reasonable, and appoint the chamberlain to take such
farther measures as may appear to him proper for having the said agree­
ment carried into effect.

Piece of There was produced a letter, from Cleland and Jack, wrights in
ground Glasgow craving that they may be allowed the use of a piece of ground
new theatre. belonging to the city, situated to the west of the new theatre, for which 
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they were willing to pay a rent of <£10 per annum; on considering which
letter the magistrates and council agree to allow Messrs. Cleland and
Jack the use of the said piece of ground, to the extent of 120 feet in
length by 48 in breadth [the tenants being bound to remove at a months
notice.]

The committee appointed to consider the petition of Alexander Camp- Report about
bell and others, craving that an additional crane might be erected at the new crane at
Broomielaw and the old one repaired, gave in the following report: — Broomielaw.

“ The committee having met upon the ground and considered the petition,
report it as their opinion that an additional crane is necessary and ought to be
erected as soon as possible, that it should be of the same dimensions as the one
last erected, and that intimation should be given for estimates for performing
the work ; that the old crane should be repaired and improved, but the com­
mittee cannot say whether that should be done by estimate or not until trades­
men are consulted. It is proposed that the new crane should be erected towards
the west end of the quay.”

On considering which report the magistrates and council approve thereof,
and appoint the said committee, with the assistance of the master of work,
to carry the same into execution, with instructions that in doing so they
shall get the work performed by estimate.

The committee appointed to consider the petition of the proprietors Reportabout
of Little Dovehill, &c., gave in the following report: — ^itUe ‘Dove
“ The committee have visited what is complained of, and are of opinion that if
the petitioners will raise the old causeway so far as it is out of repair and
bring it to a proper level by taking off the brae and make a foot path of the
breadth of 3 feet on each side of the said Little Dovehill Street, and this to be
done at the sight of the master of works and Mr. Gardner, the city surveyor,
then and in that case the committee are of opinion that the city should recause­
way what shall have been lifted and mend any other parts of said street as
may be found necessary. The committee are also of opinion that tine parapet
of the bridge across the Molendinar burn, and the broken causeway there, should
be repaired by the city.”

On considering which report the magistrates and council approve thereof,
and, on the proprietors executing that part of the work which the com-
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Safe for
depositing
the principal
writs, ic.

mittee are of opinion should be done by them, authorize the said committee
to cause these operations to be performed which they have reported as
proper to be done on the part of the city.

The clerks submitted to the consideration of the magistrates and
council the very unsafe state of the charters, title deeds, and other docu­
ments of right belonging to the community, of the records of the council,
of the original writs recorded in the burgh courts, of the register of
seisines, &c., as being deposited and kept in timber presses in rooms with
wooden floors and ceilings, in which the danger of fire is necessarily very
considerable owing to the constant use, in winter, of fires and candles,
and owing to the great concourse of people of various descriptions who
frequent the different offices; and, to provide against and prevent in
future the danger of destruction by fire to which these important writs are
at present exposed, the clerks suggested the propriety of appropriating
to the purpose for which it appears to have been originally intended the
westmost of the stone vaulted apartments in the front of the tolbooth, and
of fitting up the said apartment with an iron door, as a safe proof against
fire, for the reception of the records connected with the city. Of which
proposal the magistrates and council approve as necessary and proper, and
remit to the magistrates, with the assistance of Mr. Cleland, to direct the
said apartment to be fitted up as a safe for the depositation of the said
records, and to provide another apartment for the accommodation of the
town officers.

27 December 1805

Ground for a
circus.

There was produced a letter from Cleland and J ack, requesting that
the piece of ground of which the temporary possession was allowed them
at last meeting of council, for the erection of a circus, might be exchanged
for a piece of ground belonging to the city on the east side of Montrose
Street; on considering which letter refuse the request therein contained,
adhere to the former act of council, and appoint [a committee] to fix what 
part of the towns ground to the west of the theatre is to be occupied by
the proposed circus, to attend to the interest of the community in the
business, and to endeavour to arrange the matter amicably with the
proprietors of the houses on the north side of Saint Vincent Street, it
being always understood that Messrs. Cleland and Jack are to remove from
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the said piece of ground whenever they are required so to do on a months
warning.

Having1 resumed consideration of the offer made by the corporation of Offer by
. ° „ v • x x skinners toskinners in the act of the said corporation, dated 11th December instant, seu their

and ingrossed in the minutes of last meeting of council, resolve to accept Q°gefcnto
of the said offer, agree to pay the said corporation the sum of £500 at
Whitsunday next, as a price or consideration for all right, title, or interest
which they as a corporation or individually have or may or can claim to
the piece of ground at present possessed by them, situated to the eastward
of the present slaughter-houses; the said corporation, on the other hand,
becoming bound to grant such a valid and effectual conveyance of the said
piece of ground to the said magistrates and council, for behoof of the
community, as the nature of their title will admit of, and to remove
from and give possession to the magistrates and council of the said piece
of ground at the said term of Whitsunday next.

Remit to the dean of guild [and others], as a committee, to consider Application
an application made by Mr. William Glen, wood merchant in Glasgow, ^fexTduty1Dg
for liberty to purchase up and redeem the feu duty of a small piece of
ground in Buchanan Street, part of a lot of the Meadowflat ground feued
by him from the city. Farther, appoint the said committee to consider
a summons of excambion proposed to be raised by the said William
Glen against the magistrates and council and Mr. Campbell of Blythswood
to get part of the said lands of Meadowflat and part of the lands belonging
to Mr. Campbell, both of which have been feued by Mr. Glen, exchanged;
and appoint the said committee to report their opinion relative to the said
application and summons.

On the motion of Mr. Newbigging appoint [a committee] to meet with Ground
the committee named by the trades house to consider the propriety of jJ^holas’
feuing the ground belonging to Saint Nicholas’s hospital along with hospital.
the adjacent ground which belongs to and is proposed to be feued out by
the trades house, and to report their opinion as to the most advantageous
mode of feuing the said ground.

27 January 1806
Mr. Mackenzie, on the part of the committee appointed to confer Piece of 
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ground for a with the proprietors on the north side of Saint Vincent Street, about the
circus* • x •erection of a temporary circus on the towns ground to the west of the new

theatre, having stated that Messrs. Cleland and Jack had given up all
thoughts of erecting a circus on that ground, the magistrates and council
rescind the acts of council of the 16th and 27th of December last, allowing
the temporary possession of a portion of the said ground for the above-
mentioned purpose.

Report about [A committee who had attended a meeting at Hamilton relative to the
new statute statute labour bill for the county of Lanark reported that it seemed advisable

to allow the clauses with regard to the city to remain nearly in the terms
originally proposed. The magistrates and council are to have the sole power
of levying and applying statute labour money within the city and royalty, the
rate of conversion being 2s. for each householder whose rent is under £5, and
5s. where the rent is £5 and upwards.]

Precentor to There was produced a letter, from Dr. Lockhart, of the College
churchlle5e c bur ch, mentioning that the office of precentor of that church was vacant,

and suggesting Robert Robertson, at Tollcross, as a proper successor to
that office, on considering which letter, in terms of the standing orders,
delay making any appointment to the said office till next meeting of
council.

Committee to There was produced a letter from Mr. John Morison, baillie of
Provan, stating that, as the barony officer of Provan had been dismissed
from his office, on account of his improper conduct, and had been warned
to remove from the house and paffle at (blank), it might be proper, at
this season, to let the said house and ground for the current year, which
letter remit to Messrs. James Mackenzie and Archibald Newbigging, with
the assistance of the baillie of Provan, to take measures for letting the said
house and ground on such terms as the clerks shall think advisable.

The committee appointed to inquire into the conduct of the shore­
master at the Broomielaw, gave in the following report: —

“ We have at different meetings examined a number of witnesses, both on
the part of the complainers and in behalf of the shoremaster, and we have to
report that the complainers have not established the principal charge upon
which their complaint is founded, viz., the alleged use of his office by the
shoremaster for the purpose of promoting his own business as a coal agent, 

let Provan
paffle.

Report on
conduct of
the shore­
master.



1806.] OF THE BURGH OF GLASGOW. 495

to the prejudice of the complainers. It is our opinion, however, that the
shoremaster has been to blame in some instances in giving undue preferences
to inside berths along the quay, and in not attending properly to the arrange­
ment of the vessels along it, but we do not think his conduct has been such as to
afford ground for removing him from his office. It has been recommended to
him, and we think he should be directed in future to keep a book in which
he shall enter all the applications for berths, as they are made, which he shall
show to the water baillie at least once every week, and which shall be open to the
inspection of all concerned. This, we think, will prevent any future ground
of complaint on that head. And we have only farther to recommend to the
council to cause the shoremaster to be admonished and directed to be on his
guard in future, and to act with the strictest impartiality and discretion to all
those who may come under his inspection in the line of his office.

Before concluding, we beg leave to suggest the propriety of appointing a Watchman at
police officer or watchman at the Broomielaw, to watch the goods lying exposed ^roomiela""
on the quay, and to prevent those petty thefts which of late have been very
frequent, and we think it reasonable that the watchman should be appointed
by the trustees on the river, and his salary or allowance paid out of the river
funds.”
Of which report the magistrates and council approve, remit to the com­
mittee to give the shoremaster the admonitions and directions specified in
the said report, and farther remit to the said committee to endeavour to
find a proper person to be appointed as a watchman at the Broomielaw, as
suggested by them.

The clerks stated that Mr. James Mackenzie had suggested a clause Clause about
with regard to the cleaning of the towns miln dam, as nroner to be gleaning the

, , i J i n 1-11 Ir towns nullintroduced into the contract ot excambion between the town and him of dam.
the grounds adjacent to the said mill dam, that the insertion of such
a clause was not warranted by the terms of the submission and decree
arbitral relative to the said ground, and that the clerks therefore wished
to have the directions of the magistrates and council on the subject. On
considering which statement refuse Mr. Mackenzie’s request, and appoint
the contract of excambion to be made out in terms of the submission
and decree arbitral.

There was produced the following letter from baillie M'Caul: —
“ My lord provost,—I am of opinion that a very great improvement may

road.

Letter about

Cowcaddeug



496 EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS [1806.

Bridewell
accounts
passed.

Precept to
Samuel
Hunter & Co.

William
Jamieson
fined.

Post master
of Glasgow.

made just now upon the Cowcaddens Road, from the head of Buchanan Street,
and of the new street lately formed to the east of Buchanan Street towards
the toll, by levelling the road, in which I am sure the canal company and the
Garscube trustees would find it much their interest to concur. I therefore
suggest to your lordship and the council the propriety of naming a committee,
either with power to have this improvement, in conjunction with the canal
company and the Garscube trustees, immediately made, or to report upon it.
If the opportunity should be allowed to pass now it will probably be impossible
to do it again, at least after buildings are erected and the levels all fixed. The
expense will be very trifling, indeed, in a manner no expense at all, as the
causeway requires to be relaid at anyrate. I am, &c., (signed) John M'Caul.”
Which letter remit to the committee appointed to superintend the opening
of the new street parallel to the upper part of Buchanan Street, with
instructions to consider the same, to confer on the subject of the letter
with the trustees on the canal and Garscube Roads, and to report.

[During half-year from 29 June till 28 December, 1905, 172 persons
imprisoned, of whom 96 had been liberated and 76 remained on the latter
date. Expenditure on prisoners, including £121 7s. paid them when liberated,
<£483 3s. 10d.; expended on necessaries, <£28 13s. 5£d.; wages of keeper, £40.
Total, £551 17s. 34d. Earnings of prisoners, less deductions, £466 9s. O^d.
Balance, £85 8s. 3d.; which, with £36 13s. 9d. expended on hospital or sick
room, making together £122 2s., the treasurer was instructed to pay to the
keeper.]

Authorise the treasurer to pay to Samuel Hunter & Co., printers in
Glasgow, £34 3s. sterling for advertisements in the Herald, and for
printing work done by them on account of the city, from January till
December, 1805.

[William Jamieson, merchant, fined in £40 sterling for not accepting
office of councillor to which he was elected at Michaelmas last.]

10 February 1806
The lord provost produced a letter from Mr. William Bogle, merchant

in Glasgow, stating that he was a candidate for the office of post master
for Glasgow, vacant by the death of Mr. Jackson, and requesting that the
magistrates and council would give his application for that office their
countenance and support. On considering which letter, and being of 
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opinion that Mr. Bogle is a person in every point of view well qualified
to fill the vacant office of post master for Glasgow, unanimously resolve
to recommend Mr. Bogle as a fit successor to Mr. Jackson, and request
the lord provost to transmit copies of this resolution to the members for the
city and county; but declare that in entering into this resolution to recom­
mend Mr. Bogle the magistrates and council are influenced partly by the
nature of the office, as being intimately connected with the interest and
accommodation of the inhabitants of the city, partly by special considera­
tions in Mr. Bogles favor as having long served the community in the
magistracy and council. And farther declare that the present recom­
mendation shall not in future afford a precedent for the granting of any
request of a similar nature.

Appoint Robert Robertson, at Tollcross, precentor of the College Precentor of
church, and authorise him to receive the emoluments attached to that^i^])1Uese
office.

Resolve that in the bill for the continuation of Clyde Street eastward, Street
and the removal of the present slaughter houses, there shall also be ArgyhTstreet
included the power of making a communication between Argyll Street and and Clyde
Clyde Street, by opening a street opposite or nearly opposite to Queen ^treet‘
Street, and the power of altering the direction of that part of the High Altering the
Street situated to the north of Georges Street and Duke Street, in such weiCtc°t“2f
a manner as to render the access to the city in that quarter more easy
and commodious, and authorize the clerks to prepare the necessary
additional clauses, agreeably to the plans made out by the direction of the
magistrates. Farther resolve that a power shall be inserted in the bill
to defray the expense of the said additional improvements, as well as of
those formerly agreed to and determined upon, from the funds of the
community, in the event of it being found advisable to carry the said
additional improvements into effect; it being also provided in the said
bill that in the event of the expense of the proposed improvements being
defrayed from the funds of the community the profits that may arise from
the said improvements shall be accounted for and paid over to the treasurer
or chamberlain for behoof of the community.

The clerks having stated that the corporation of fleshers had requested Act about the
that an act of council should be passed, in terms of the clauses in the?ewslaughterhouses.
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proposed bill with regard to the removal of the present slaughter houses,
the situation and description of the new slaughter houses, and the valua­
tion of the manure thence arising, to provide against the risk of the said
clauses being omitted in the course of the bill through parliament, and
the clerks having farther stated that the said request appeared reasonable,
the magistrates and council hereby enact, declare, and bind themselves to
the effect following, in the event of the present bill being passed into a
law: —

I. That the magistrates and council shall not remove from the present slaughter
houses and buildings connected therewith the corporation of fleshers of the city
of Glasgow, or any of the individuals of the said corporation, untill the said
magistrates and council shall have erected and completed the proposed new
slaughter houses and buildings connected therewith, agreeably to a plan thereof
to be subscribed by the lord provost on the part of the magistrates and council
and the deacon of the corporation of fleshers on the part of the said corporation.
II. That the said proposed slaughter houses and buildings connected therewith
shall be erected on part of the ground lying between the proposed continuation
of Clyde Street on the south and Bridgegate Street on the north, the lane or
passage known by the name of the Cow Lane on the east, and the Merchants-
hall Lane on the west; shall have five passages or entries thereto, three from the
said Cow Lane and two from the said Merchants-hall Lane; shall contain 32
separate rooms or apartments for the slaughtering of black cattle, each 17 feet in
length by 15 in breadth or thereabouts, and 46 separate rooms or apartments for
the slaughtering of sheep, each 13 feet in length by 13 feet in breadth or there­
abouts, and shall have one large open yard for holding black cattle and a lesser
one for holding sheep; at all events that the said slaughter house shall extend
from the said Cow Lane to the said Merchants-hall Lane, and exclusive of
the said yards, shall occupy an area of 360 feet in length by 100 feet in breadth,
and shall be laid out and sub-divided either in the above manner or in such
other manner as shall be agreed upon by the said magistrates and council,
on the one side, and the said corporation of fleshers, on the other side; and the
said slaughter houses shall, when completed, be held and possessed by the said
corporation of fleshers and the individuals of the said corporation on the same
terms in every respect on which they hold and possess the present slaughter
houses. HI. That the annual price or value of the dung or manure arising from
the slaughtering of cattle in the said new slaughter houses, or otherwise, shall
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be determined and ascertained by two neutral men, the one to be chosen by the
commissioners of police and the other by the corporation of fleshers, or by
any one of the said two men and an oversman, whom they are authorized to
name in the event of their differing in opinion, and that the said annual price
or value so ascertained shall be paid over by the said commissioners to the
collector of the corporation of fleshers for behoof of the said corporation, after
deducting therefrom such a sum as the said arbiters and oversman shall award
for defraying the annual expense of cleaning the said slaughter houses and
buildings connected therewith.

[William Liddell, merchant, chosen a councillor of the merchant rank, Election of
and Robert Tennent, brewer, chosen a councillor of the trades rank, to supply ”^r®oun'
the vacancies caused by the disqualification and fining of William Jamieson
and the death of bailie Patton.]

The committee on the fire engine establishment gave in the following Report on
. fire enginelepOlt . eatablish-

“ The committee appointed by the magistrates and council to consider withment’
regard to the management of the fire engines in this city have had several
meetings with the agents of the different insurance offices, but see no probability
of their uniting in one general plan, some of them wishing the business con­
ducted in one way and some of them in another. The committee are therefore
of opinion that no plan can have a better effect for the security of the
inhabitants, as also of the insurance offices themselves, than recurring to some­
thing similar to what has been practised for some years past, and therefore
would recommend that the whole engines, pipes, carts, &c., employed should
belong to the city, who should appoint a proper' person to take care of each
engine, who should have the sole charge and direction of the working it,
and should keep account of the number of men employed and of water carts,
Ac., brought to it, so as to know what the real expense ought to be and who are
entitled to premiums. That besides there should be a person appointed to have
the superintendence of the whole, under the direction of the magistrates, and
who should take care that both the person who has the charge of an engine and
those employed under him should do their duty. That, after every fire, a com­
mittee appointed by the magistrates should meet and, with the assistance and
at the sight of the agents of the different offices, make up an account of the
charges incurred in extinguishing the fire, which, with a proportional part of
the annual or general expense, should lx? paid by the company at whose office the 
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property is insured, or if it is not insured to be paid by the proprietor. This
method of making up the amount of the charge, at the sight of the different
agents, who may then satisfy themselves that the money has been actually
expended or may object if any charge is not well founded, it is thought will pre­
vent the complaints which have formerly been made, as they will be able to assure
their constituents that the expense has been actually incurred. The committee
are further of opinion that no plan of separate management can ever have so
good an effect or tend so much to the speedy extinguishing of fires as when the
whole are under one management and work together without interference.
Glasgow, 10th February, 1806.”

On considering which report, delay coming to any resolution relative
thereto till next meeting of council, and in the meantime appoint notice
to be given to the agents of the different fire insurance companies that the
said report lies in the hands of the town clerks for their inspection.

Pavement to On the application of John Kay and James Eason, authorize the
site^owT^0 mas^er work t° direct a causeway or pavement to be laid, in terms of the
property. police act, along the towns property situated at the corner of Saltmarket

Street and Bridgegate Street.
Letter about There was produced a letter, from the clerk to the commissioners
Montrose relative to the piece of ground on the east side of Montrose Street
Street. formerly possessed by the said commissioners, which letter remit to the

dean of guild [and others] to consider the same and to report.
Exemptions On the suggestion of the clerks, resolve that the clauses relative to
the'wooden ^he ^m^er bridge over the Clyde, which the subscribers to that bridge
bridge. were formerly allowed to add to the bill for the continuation of Clyde

Street, shall contain an exemption from toll in favor of people frequenting
the washing house belonging to the town and in favor of all the members
of every corps in his Majestys service who shall have occasion to pass the
said bridge on military duty, and shall also bestow upon the magistrates
and council, or a committee to be named by them, the power of superin­
tending the trustees on the said bridge, and of enforcing the proper
application of the sums collected by the said trustees.

Letter from There was produced a letter from Mr. Thomas Falconer, on the
of coals)per3 Par* shipPers coals on the river Clyde, requesting permission to

inspect the books of the trustees on the river in the same manner as 
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was done last year; on considering which letter the magistrates and
council, altho’ they do not consider themselves under any obligation so
to do, grant the request contained in the said letter, and allow any two
of the coal shippers, on behalf of whom the present application has been
made, to see the said books in the chamberlains office.

On the suggestion of baillie M‘Caul, authorize the chamberlain to Opinion of
take the opinion of Mr. Telford, engineer, with regard to certain proposed to\,e token.
improvements on the river at the Broomielaw.

Authorize the treasurer to pay to George Lumsden, bookseller in Precept to
Glasgow, £3 19s. sterling, being the price of the continuation of the Lumsden.
Statutes at large, to the 42nd of his present Majesty, conform to an account
produced.

Authorize the treasurer to pay the amount of the price of some books Precept for
purchased at the late Mr. Orrs sale on account of the city, amounting to purchased at
(blank). Mr. Orrs

sale.
28 February 1806

The lord provost, in name of the magistrates and council, subscribed Petition for
a petition to parliament for leave to bring in a bill for continuing Clyde inning C°n
Street eastward to the Green, for removing the present slaughter houses Clyde Street,
and buildings connected therewith, and for erecting other slaughter houses
in a more convenient situation, for making a continuation between Argyll
Street and Clyde Street in the said city of Glasgow, by opening a street
opposite or nearly opposite to the south termination of Queen Street, for
altering that part of the High Street situated to the north of Georges
Street and Duke Street, in such a manner as to render the access to the
city in that quarter more easy and commodious, and to get authority to
the subscribers to the building of the wooden bridge at the foot of the
Saltmarket to levy a small toll on the said bridge.

The lord provost, in name of the magistrates and council and for Petition for
behoof of the other subscribers and members of the proposed Glasgow bill.for S.?P*i , . . x* i o plying city
water works company, also subscribed a petition to parliament for leave with water.
to bring in a bill for supplying the city with water and for incorporating
the subscribers to that undertaking, the expence of the said bill to be
defrayed by the said subscribers.



502 EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS [1806.

Petition
against the
new slaughter
houses.

There was produced a petition, from certain proprietors of tenements
in Bridgegate Street, against the erection of new slaughter houses in the
situation proposed in the hill for the continuation of Clyde Street, &c.,
which petition appoint to ly on the table till next meeting of council.

W ell in
Taylor Street.

There was produced the following petition, from certain proprietors
of tenements in Taylor Street: —

“ The petition of the subscribers, proprietors of ground and houses in Taylor
Street, humbly showeth that the petitioners about ten years ago set down, at
their own expense and for the accommodation of themselves and tenants, a
pump well at the north end of Taylor Street, which has within these twelve
months past been allowed to go into disrepair. That as the petitioners are
desirous of making it a public well and no longer confining it to their own use,
they humbly offer this well to the town and crave that the honorable council
will instruct the master of work to get it repaired and opened as speedily as
possible, as the want of water is severely felt in the neighbourhood.”

Which petition remit to baillie Ronald [and others], with instructions to
examine into the state of the said well and to report.

Process of The clerks having stated that the Lord Armadale, ordinary on the
wit^Mi-011 bills, had refused the bill of suspension, presented by the trustees on the
Speirs. Clyde, of the charge by Mr. Speirs of Elderslie, for payment of the

annual damages for the year ending at Martinmas last, during which
period the trustees had authorized no tracking whatever, resolve to have
the opinion of the whole court on the subject, and authorize the clerks
to give instructions accordingly.

Royal Close There were produced a letter and account from Patrick Morris, of
cellars. Greenock, relative to the repairs of the Royal Close cellars, which letter

and account remit to the dean of guild [and others], as a committee, to
consider the same and to report.

Letter from Remit to the dean of guild [and others], as a committee, with the
ClySe Street0 assistance the clerks, to consider three letters from Mr. Craig and other

' proprietors of tenements on the north of Clyde Street, relative to the
continuation eastward of the iron railing on the south side of that street,
and the purchase of the ground opposite to their respective tenements, and
to report.
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24 March 1806

The lord provost stated that an application had been made to him Precentor to
by Dr. M‘Gill, of the Trone Church, in favor of Ebenezer Allan, teacher church.
of music in Glasgow, as a person qualified, in the opinion of the congre­
gation, to hold the office of precentor of that church, which application
direct to lye on the table till next meeting of council.

There was produced a letter, subscribed by the agents for seven Letter from
.., r. • • , . . , . . ,, , agents ofdifferent fire insurance companies, containing observations on the report gre insurance
of the committee on the fire engine establishment, requesting that the companies.
bucket money annually collected may in future be applied in defraying
the expenses incurred in the extinction of fires within the city; and
stating that in that event they had no doubt their constituents would
contribute liberally towards procuring a complete set of fire engines
and apparatus; which letter remit to the committee on the fire engine
establishment to consider the same and to report.

The petition presented at last meeting of council of certain proprietors Petition
in Bridgegate Street against the removal of the slaughter houses to the slaughter ne''
situation proposed in the heads of the bill for the continuation of Clyde houses.
Street, &c., was read ; upon considering which the magistrates and council.
being of opinion that the objections in the petition are groundless, and
that the inconveniences apprehended will be completely removed by the
regulations under which the new slaughter houses are to be placed, refuse
the desire of the said petition, and resolve that the new slaughter houses
shall be erected in the place originally intended.

Appoint [a committee] to investigate the vouchers of the expenditure Aliment to
incurred since the assessment in the month of August last, in the payment £lens

7 IT J W IVCSj (xC.
of the aliment to the wives and families of militia men, and in raisino-
men for the city under the Additional Force Act; and to report what
assessment ought to be laid on for replacing the said expenditure, in
terms of the acts of parliament.

Remit to the committee on the Port Glasgow harbour an application Application
from Mr. James King, of Drums, for the feu of a piece of ground in Port ^or feeing

i i • > . i > . ° ground inGlasgow belonging to the town, with instructions to consider the same PortGlasgow.
and to report.
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Aliment to
militia mens
wives, &c.

Precentor of
the Trone
Church.

Commis­
sioners and
supplemen­
tary commis­
sioners
appointed.

Feu to
Captain
Crawford, in

4 April 1806

The committee appointed to consider the assessment necessary to be
laid upon the heritors, burgesses, and inhabitants of this city, for
payment of the sums advanced to militia mens wives and for raising
men for the city, in terms of the Act 43 Geo. III., cap 89, and 44 Geo. III.,
cap [66, reported their opinion that the “ same mode of assessment should
he adopted as was done last year,” and the assessment was imposed
accordingly].

Having resumed consideration of the application of Dr. M‘Gill,
referred to at last meeting of council, nominate and appoint Ebenezer
Allan, teacher of music in Glasgow, to be precentor of the Trone church
of this city, during the will and pleasure of the magistrates and council,
with power to the said Ebenezer Allan to enjoy the whole privileges and
emoluments of the said office.

On the statement of the clerks that in order to carry into execution
in this city the act passed in the last session of parliament for laying
a tax on the profits arising from property, professions, trades, &c., it was
necessary the magistrates and council, as being commissioners for supply
for the city, would appoint seven commissioners for the purposes of the
act and seven others to supply vacancies, the magistrates and council
[appointed commissioners accordingly].

It was reported by the clerks that Mr. John Crawford of
Port Glasgow, brother to Captain Crawford of the Cumbray

PortGlasgow. cutter, had applied to have a feu contract made out between the city and
Captain Crawford of a piece of ground at Port Glasgow, adjacent to John
Andersons last feu, in terms of a report of the committee on Port Glasgow
harbour, approved of by an act of council dated 28th December, 1803,
and of a missive granted by him the said John Crawford, as taking
burthen for his brother, but that no entry appeared in the council books
accepting of the said missive, which was granted subsequent to and was
much more particular than the report of the committee; which being
considered, the magistrates and council authorize the clerks to prepare a
feu contract upon the terms of Mr. Crawfords missive, and a relative
measurement taken by the magistrates of Port Glasgow.
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26 May 1806
There was produced the following- letter from Mr. Logan, on the part Letter about

of the trustees on the Port Dundas road:— Port Dundas

“ My lord,—I beg leave to state to you, for the information of the magistrates
and town council of Glasgow, that, at a meeting of the trustees on the Port
Dundas road, held yesterday, for the purpose of taking into their consideration
the improvements suggested to be made for rendering the communication from
Port Dundas to the city of Glasgow more commodious and easy, they (after
having examined the grounds at the head of Buchanan Street and the road
leading into Camperdown Street now causewaying), came to the resolution of
offering to contribute the sum of <£250 sterling towards opening and cause­
waying Buchanan Street, also causewaying Camperdown Place, and making
more commodious the street leading into this place, which last is a measure the
trustees conceive to be absolutely necessary, or otherwise passengers, carts, and
carriages using the Garscube and Port Dundas roads will be much worse situated
than at present with the old road. I have the honor to be, &c. (signed) Waltei-
Logan. Glasgow, 16th May, 1806.”

On considering- which letter, remit the same to baillie M‘Caul [and
others], the committee formerly appointed on the Port Dundas Road and
Meadowflat grounds, with instructions to enquire whether the trustees
on the Port Dundas Road are legally bound to contribute towards the
causewaying of Buchanan Street, and with authority, in the event of their
thinking- it advisable, to accept of the offer made by the said trustees,
and to order the said street to be opened and causewayed without delay.

The lord provost produced a petition from the committee of sub-Monument in
scribers for erecting a monument at Glasgow in memory of Lord Viscount ^rdNelson
Nelson, praying to be allowed a sufficient space of ground in the High
Green, near the herds house, for the erection of an obelisk of polished
freestone in memory of that gallant admiral; and his lordship farther
moved that the prayer of the petition should be granted, on the petitioners
becoming bound to rail in such a small part of the Green as may be
necessary for laying down the materials and to restore the surface of the
ground, so far as it may be damaged by their operations, to its present
state. On considering which application and motion, unanimously
approve of the said motion, and agree to allow the subscribers the space 
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of ground requested by them, either at the place pointed out in their
petition or at such a place in the Gallon Green as may be fixed by the
magistrates, dean of guild, and deacon convener. And farther authorize
the magistrates to remove the herds house, whenever they think that
measure adviseable.

Application Remit to baillie ATCaul [and others] an application from Dr.
College1*5the Lockhart, for having the roof and ceiling of the College church repaired
Church re- and improved, with instructions to enquire into the matter and report.
Committee to motion of the lord provost and baillie APCaul, appoint [a
take charge committee] to examine the bill brought into parliament by the subscribers
bill?6 water for the introduction of water into the city, and to take care that in the

proposed act of parliament the interests of the town and of the community
be properly attended to.

Small house On considering an application from Peter Dick, tacksman of the
for collector craile dues, for having a small house built on the quay at the Broomielaw
or crane dues. ° „ 1 .for the accommodation of the collector of the said dues, authorize

the master of work and the chamberlain to provide a small
house or apartment for the above mentioned purpose, at an expense not
exceeding <£20 or £30; and farther appoint them to report procedure,
and what rent ought to be paid by the tacksman for this additional accom­
modation.

Appoint baillie Robertson [and others] to settle with the outgoing
tenants of the Gorbals lands, and to take care that the said tenants leave
their possessions in the conditions required by their respective tacks.

The committee appointed to consider of the mode of ascertaining the
drawback due to the brewers on the ale and beer sent and sold by them
without the burgh gave in the following report: —

Outgoing
tenants in
Gorbals.

Deduction
allowed
brewers on
the impost.

“ By the act of parliament for charging the impost on ale and beer sold
within the city, 36 English gallons are allowed for the barrel, and 12£ Scotch
gallons, or 97 Scotch pints, are held to be equal thereto; [and the committee
were of opinion that the brewers should be allowed a drawback of one barrel
for every 10g1 gallons sold by them without the burgh. The magistrates and
council approved of the report],

1 By a subsequent report, approved of by quantity was altered to 12$ gallons.
the magistrates and council on 1st July, this
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On the motion of baillie M‘Nair, unanimously agree to grant the
managers of the Glasgow Lunatic Assylum a seal of cause constituting Glasgow
them a body corporate, with the usual powers and privileges, and appoint
the clerks to prepare a seal of cause accordingly.

The lord provost stated that as it was necessary some person sh°uld
go to London to give evidence relative to the bill for the continuation of for continu-
Clyde Street, removal of the slaughter houses, &c., the magistrates, dean gnt^e^yde
of guild, and deacon convener had, since last meeting of council, directed
Mr. Thomson, third town clerk, to go to London, for the above-mentioned
purpose, that the bill had passed through the house of commons without
any opposition, and that by desire of the magistrates the chamberlain
had remitted £200 towards defraying the expenses of the bill. Of which
procedure the magistrates and council approve, and authorize the
chamberlain to make such farther advances as may be required in the
future stages of the bill, and to pay Mr. Thomson the expense of his
journey to London.

Refuse an application from the subscribers to the wooden bridge for Application
a loan to enable them to pay the expenses incurred in carrying through scribers^to
parliament the bill for levying a toll from persons passing the said bridge, wooden

The committee formerly appointed to consider the application made^rid®e’ .
. 11 11 Application

by Mr. William Glen, for liberty to purchase up the feu duty of a small for liberty to
piece of ground in Buchanan Street, &c., gave in the following report: — redeem feu

“ We have considered Mr. Glen’s application to be allowed to purchase up
the feu duty of a small angular piece of ground in Buchanan Street, and
altho’, in terms of the feu contract, the town is not bound to allow the
redemption of the feu duty of any lots less than £1,000 sterling, we are of
opinion that, in the peculiar circumstances of the case, Mr. Glens request is
reasonable, and the refusal of it would be attended with hardship to him
without being of any benefit to the community.”

Of which report the magistrates and council approve and direct the
clerks to make out a discharge for the feuduty so allowed to be
redeemed.

The clerks stated that the court of session had adhered to the sentence Report about
formerly pronounced in favor of the corporation of bakers in the process Wother-

. . . . • x t i irr . i , r • spoons pro-at their instance against John Wotherspoon, apparently on the ground cess with the
bakers.
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that John Wotherspoon was not only a seller of bread within the burgh
but also a manufacturer thereof, as partner of the Grahamston bakery
company, and was in the same situation as a member of the corporation,
with this difference only that the bread which he sold was baked without
the liberties. On considering which statement, with the verbal opinion
given by the clerks, the magistrates and council resolve not to make any
farther advances towards carrying on the said process, and direct the clerks
to intimate this resolution to the said John Wotherspoon.

Refuse the desire of a petition presented by Thomas Barclay and
Jonathan Wilson, inspectors of hydes, craving to be allowed to con­
tinue in the possession of the small house at the saw miln yard, occupied
by them for this sometime past, and from which they were lately warned
to remove.

[Ladles, £1,080; tron and weigh house, £203; washing house, £450;
beef and mutton markets, £344; fish and potatoe markets, £95; butter, milk,
and eggs, £22; multures, set with ladles; penny per ton and crane dues, £346;
amount of common good, £2,540; bridges, £1,265; ground in Clyde Street,
£25; ground at Broomielaw, £16 10s. and £6; total, £3,852 10s.]

Subscribed a disposition to a piece of ground on the south side of
Duke Street in favor of John Marshall, baker in Glasgow, with consent
of John Galloway, weight in Glasgow, the trustees of the late William
Anderson, wright, there, and the revd. Principal Taylor.

1 July 1806
The committee appointed at last meeting of council to enquire into

Colie"etee °D ^le state of the roof and ceiling of the College church gave in the
church. following report:—“The committee having employed Mr. Cleland to

examine the roof of the College church, and having also gone to the
church and looked at it, are of opinion, from the information they have
received, that as the roof of the church is substantial it ought to be
lathed and plaistered in order to render it comfortable. The expense,
including scaffolding, &c., may amount to nearly the sum of £100, as
reported verbally to the committee by Mr. Cleland.” On considering
which report the magistrates and council approve thereof, agree that the
repairs therein proposed shall be made, and authorise and direct the said 

Report of

Set of com­
mon good,
bridges.

Small house
at the saw
miln.

Disposition
of ground in
Duke Street.



1806.] OF THE BURGH OF GLASGOW. 509

committee without delay to procure estimates and contract for the
work.

There was produced a letter from Dr. Taylor, of Saint Enoch’s St. Enoch’s
Church, requesting that the said church might be painted and that apuipjt>
new pulpit he erected, in terms of an application made some years ago,
which application remit to Baillie M'Caul [and others] to consider the
same and to report.

The dean of guild reported from the committee on the river that Damages
Mr. Maxwell, of Dargavel, had agreed to submit to arbiters, to be of lUshTlee^3

mutually named, his claims on account of damage alleged to have been
done his grounds of Rashilee by the quarrying of stones for the improve­
ment of the river, and for the value of the stones carried away for the
said purpose. On considering which report the magistrates and council
agree to the proposed submission, authorize the committee on the river
to name an arbiter on the part of the trustees, and to enter into and
subscribe a submission with Mr. Maxwell, and direct the committee and
clerks to make out the submission in terms of the river acts.

There was produced a petition from Mr. Struthers, and a number Foot passage
of other inhabitants residing in the neighbourhood of the Green, praying ^°e^he
for liberty to open a passage for foot passengers into the Green, by a
door at the side of the iron gate opposite Kent Street, which Mr.
Struthers was lately permitted to erect, and offering to be at the expense
of making the said entry; of which petition grant the prayer, upon
condition that the said entry be made agreeably to a plan to be fixed by
the magistrates and council, or a committee of their number; and on
the farther condition that the subscribers of the said petition shall be
at the expense of making the said entry and of keeping it in proper
repair and order, in all time coming, at the sight of the magistrates and
council; declaring that the magistrates and council may, whenever they
think proper, shut up or remove the said entry without the consent of the
said subscribers; and farther appoint baillie M‘Nair [and others], as a
committee, to determine the plan of the said entry, and see that the work
be executed agreeably thereto, and to take from the subscribers an obliga­
tion in the above terms.

There was produced a letter from Mr. Wilson, factor for Sir John March
between
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Sh’dlsOf Maxwell, relative to the clearing out and streighting the march between
Gorballs. the towns property in the muir of Gorbals and Sir John Maxwell’s lands

of Shiels, which letter remit to the committee on the Gorbals lands to 
enquire into the matter and report.

On the motion of baillie Mackenzie, authorize the master of work
to order the large perpendicular whin stones placed at the different
corners of the streets of the city to be removed without delay.

Expense of Appoint the lord provost [and others], as a committee, to consider
slauorhter16^ an<l ascertain, as nearly as possible, what will be the expense of erecting
houses, &c. the new slaughter-houses and improving Clyde Street, agreeably to the

act of parliament now obtained for that purpose, and to report.
Allowance Appoint baillie McCaul and Mr. Cuthbertson, as a committee, to
forsaking up consicler what allowance should be made to Andrew Bald, surveyor of
names of pro-taxes, for his trouble, during the last and present year, in taking up the
pnetors, &c. names 0£ ^he proprietors of the different tenements to be occupied by the

Stones at
corners of
streets.

streets proposed to be opened and continued, in terms of the act of
parliament lately obtained for that purpose, in serving the notices on the
said proprietors, and in giving information on various occasions relative
to ale licenses; and authorize the chamberlain to make payment to Mr.
Bald of such a sum as the said committee shall determine as a reasonable
remuneration for his trouble.

Precept to Authorize the treasurer to pay to Peter Fleming, land surveyor in
Fleming for Glasgow, £10 3s. 7|d. sterling for measuring and drawing coloured plans
plans. of the High Street, Kirk Street, Castle Street, &c., Maxwell

Street, &c., and Bridgegate Street, and the slaughter houses,
which were necessary to be sent to London when the late act
of parliament for the continuation of Clyde Street, &c., was obtained.

Discharge of Subscribed discharge and renunciation of the feu duty of a small angle
a fou duty. groun j in Buchanan Street, part of the Meadowflat ground, sometime

ago feued to William Glen, esquire, wood merchant in Glasgow, as the
said angle is delineated on the plan of the said Meadowflat lands.

Mr. Logans The committee appointed at last meeting of council to consider the
reSFvetothele^er Walter Logan, esquire, on behalf of the trustees on the Port
Port Dundas Dundas Tload, reported that they had considered the said letter, and had
road* made enquiry, but could not find that the said trustees were legally bound 
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to contribute towards the causewaying of Buchanan Street, and therefore
that they had thought it advisable to accept of the offer made by the
trustees, and had ordered Buchanan Street to be causewayed and opened
without delay. Of which procedure the magistrates and council approve,
and direct the clerks to intimate to Mr. Logan that payment of the
£250 offered by the trustees will be expected whenever the operations
ordered by the committee are finished.

8 August 1806
The dean of guild, convener of the committee on the river, gave in Quay at the

the following report with regard to the application of the traders and
ship owners, for the enlargement of the quay at the Broomielaw, and also Telfords^
with regard to the report of Mr. Telford, engineer, obtained in con- the°river.°Ut

sequence of the authority given to the chamberlain on the motion of
baillie M'Caul on the 10th February last: —
“ The committee have perused the same, and observe that the first thing Mr.
Telford recommends is parallel dykes, which the committee approve of, and have
reported for every year for some time the propriety thereof. The next is
advising towing paths, which the committee also approve of and recommend,
both of which improvements have been going on. The third thing that he takes
notice of is wet docks at the Broomielaw. The committee, in the meantime,
recommend the lengthening of the quay westwards, as being the most expeditious
mode of affording accomodation to the trade, and the addition to be built
in such a manner as to form part of the wet dock proposed by Mr. Telford,
should it afterwards be found advisable to execute the same. The com­
mittee would also recommend when the new breast comes the length of
the old that the old be taken down by degrees, and built up the same as the
new breast. Glasgow, 9th August, 1806.”
On considering which report of the committee, with the report of Mr.
Telford on the best mode of improving the navigation of the river and of
providing proper accomodation for the shipping at the Broomielaw,
remit to the committee on the river, with the following instructions,
viz., to employ Mr. Rennie, or such other able engineer as the committee
may think fit, to inspect the river and to give his opinion both with regard
to the improvement of the navigation of the river and the accomodation 
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of the shipping at the Broomielaw, to consider the report so to be obtained,
together with Mr. Telfords report, and if they think it advisable to order
the said reports to be printed and circulated among the gentlemen
interested in the trade of Clyde, to procure a plan of the addition proposed
by the committee to be made to the quay in the mean time, with an
estimate of the expense thereof, and in particular to ascertain whether the
said addition can be made consistant with and so as to form a part of the
more extensive improvements at the Broomielaw suggested by Mr. Telford;
and, finally, to report their opinion on the above mentioned subjects.

The lord provost stated that from a recent inspection it appeared that
the Wynd church was in a ruinous state and could not be repaired without
very considerable expence, and that owing to the encrease of the popula-

Statement of tion of the city, the different parish churches were by no means sufficient
state'oFthe ^he accommodation of the inhabitants who had lately made applica-
Wynd tions for seats. His lordship therefore proposed that, instead of repairing

the Wynd church, a new church of larger dimensions should be erected
in some convenient situation at the west or northwest end of the town,
and for defraying the expense of erecting this new church his lordship
suggested the propriety of converting the areas on which the Wynd
church stands into a green market and selling the area of the present
green market, which there was reason to believe would bring a sum more
than adequate for the purpose. On considering which proposal the magis­
trates and council approve of the same in general, and appoint the
magistrates [and others], as a committee, to consider where the new church
ought to be erected, and to procure plans and estimates, to ascertain as
nearly as possible what price is likely to be obtained for the present green
market, and whether the new green market ought to be erected on the
site of the old Wynd church, and to report their opinion to the council.

Arch over There was produced the following letter from Mr. Newbigging : —
Molendinar .
burn. “ Gentlemen,—Some years ago the late Donald M'Gilchrist, esquire, of North

Barr, applied to the magistrates and council for liberty to throw an arch over
the Molindiner burn, nearly opposite to the English chapel, and the same
was granted, on condition that Mr. M'Gilchrist should remove an obstruction
which then encroached upon the burn.1 That obstruction was accordingly

1 Antea, p. 191.
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removed, but Mr. M‘Gilchrist never availed himself of the privilege then
granted to him. As our company have lately purchased the whole of Mr.
M'Gilchrist’s property at the foot of the Saltmarket, and also the piece of vacant
ground belonging to the managers of the English chapel, and as it appears to
us that it would be for the advantage of the community as well as for our
interests that the burn were wholly arched over, we beg, therefore, to propose
to the magistrates and council to arch over the burn from the north east corner
of the above property to the south west boundary, in the following manner,
and on the following conditions, viz. :—First, we will at our own expense
perform the whole operations necessary, without asking any aid from the
city. Second, we propose to causeway the whole of the bottom of the burn to
the breadth of the respective streets, opposite to our property, so that the
boundary of our property would remain the same as it is while the lane leading
from St. Andrew’s Square would be increased from 20 to 32 feet. In like
manner the street leading from the foot of Charlotte Street to the foot of Salt­
market Street would also be widened about 12 feet. We would also propose
that a part of this increase to the width of the street should be paved, perhaps
to the extent of about 6 feet, above the intended arch over the burn. These
proposals we trust the lord provost, magistrates, and council will at once
perceive to be such as will tend very much to improve that part of the city, and
to do so without incurring any expense to the community, while at the same
time a very great and obvious nuisance is removed. Should the council be of
this opinion, we would be glad that they would name a committee to see the
operations performed in a proper manner. For self and partners, I am, Ac.
(signed) Archd. Newbigging. Glasgow, 7th August, 1806.”
On considering which letter appoint the dean of guild [and others], as
a committee, to consider the proposal and plan submitted to the council by­
Mr. Newbigging, and to report.

The committee appointed to consider the propriety of selling the Ground
ground belonging to St. Nicholas hospital gave in the following report: — belonging to

“ That they met with the committee named by the trades house, and, after hospital­
having been upon the ground and examined the plans, both parties are
unanimously of opinion that the properties should be conjoined on a sale.
That two respectable tradesmen be employed to value each property and to put
a relative value on each. That as Mr. Newbigging is desirous to purchase both
properties, if he will agree to give the value ascertained as above mentioned

2 K
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as an upset price, then they should be set up at public sale, and if no
bidders he shall be preferred. Failing Mr. Newbigging giving the upset price,
then that the trades house do take it at that price.”

On considering which report, remit to the same committee, with instruc­
tions and authority to expose the said property to public sale by advertise­
ment in the usual manner, either in conjunction with the adjoining
property belonging to the trades house or separately as they shall find
most advisable, upon such terms and at such a price as shall be put upon
this ground by proper judges of the value thereof; and authorize the said
committee to subscribe articles and minutes of roup of the said ground.

Angle of Authorize the committee on the Meadowflatt grounds to treat with
ground at ^g ^g^g of fhg lafe yfr Cranford relative to the purch ase of the angular
Queen Street. . • . r D

piece of ground lying on the west of their property, at the head of
Queen Street, and to report.

The committee on St. Enoch’s Church gave in the following
report: —

“ That they visited the church this day, and are of opinion that the parts
of the church formerly painted with oil colour should be cleaned by washing,
that the parts done formerly with water colour should be repainted as
formerly, and that the session house and such parts of the church as were
formerly white washed should be white washed of new, and also that four new
stuff bottomed chairs should be ordered for the session house. In regard to the
pulpit, the committee recommend that if it can be sold at a price any way
near the value this should be done and a new one more suitable for the church
put up.”

Of which report approve and authorise the committee, with the assistance
of the master of works, to carry the said report into execution.

The lord provost reported that nothing particularly interesting to
barony, land cif.y }iad occurred in the convention of royal burghs, except a motion

made by himself for the introduction of a bill into parliament to
subject the burghs of barony in a larger and more fair proportion of
the land tax laid upon the royal burghs than that which they at present
pay; that his motion had been agreed to by the convention, and that a
committee with conventional powers had been appointed, with the 
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assistance of Mr. Grey, agent to the convention, and Mr. Reddie, to
make out a draft of the proposed bill and to take the necessary measures
for having it passed into a law; of which proceedings unanimously
approve.

On the statement of baillie M‘Nair authorise the committee appointed Door for foot
at last meeting of council to superintend the opening of a passage for foot FntTthe^3
passengers into the Green, by a door at the side of the iron gate, to allow Green.
a door to be opened on each side of the said gate, but under the conditions,
provisions and declarations contained in the act passed at last meeting of
council relative to the said entry or passage.

26 August 1806.

The committee on the proposed new church gave in the following Export of
report:— committee on

1 proposed new
“ Agreeably to the remit of council, we have had several meetings, and, after
considering various situations, we are unanimously of opinion that the new
church should be erected at the west termination of Saint Vincent Street, so as
to front that street, and that it should be surrounded with streets 60 feet wide,
or of such other breadth as the magistrates and council may afterwards approve.
Farther, we are of opinion that the present greens market should be sold, with
the view of defraying the expense of the new church, and we think that the
area and materials of the market will probably bring about .£4,000 sterling,
and as soon as the new church is completed for the accommodation of the
inhabitants we think the Wynd church ought to be pulled down and fitted up
as a green market. The expense of such an erection will be but small, and
consequently would be attended with little loss, in the event of it being after­
wards judged eligible to open a new street in that direction, between Kings
Street and Stockwell Street. We have therefore, in terms of the remit of council,
advertized for plans, &c., and as soon as we procure plans and estimates we
shall report upon the whole to the magistrates and council.”

Of which report the magistrates and council approve, resolve that a new
church shall be erected in the situation pointed out in the said report,
and of new authorize the said committee, with the addition of Mr. Robert
Tennant, to procure plans and estimates for building the said church.
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There was produced the following application from certain shop­
keepers on the north side of Trongate Street, between Glassford Street
and Candleriggs Street: — 
“ The memorial of the shopkeepers on the north side of the Trongate Street,
humbly sheweth that your memorialists, owing to the late sudden and great
falls of rain, have suffered considerable loss by the water entering their shops
and cellars. That had the said rain happened during the night the loss would
have been immense, and that the cause of this great overflow is owing to the
opening up of streets in the new town, by which the whole rain that falls to
the north and east of Glassford Street comes down to the common sewer there,
which is not only too narrow to receive it, but is also too level to carry it off
so speedily as is necessary. May it therefore please your honors to take these
facts under your serious consideration, and give such orders as are necessary
for remedying this very grievious hardship, and youi- memorialists shall ever
be thankful.” Signed by twenty-three shopkeepers on the north side of
Trongate Street.

Which application remit to baillies M'Caul and Robertson, the deacon
convener, and the master of work, with instructions to enquire into the

Memorial
about
incroach-
ments on the
banks of the
Clyde.

matter and to report.
There was produced the following representation from a number of

the inhabitants of the city relative to certain alleged incroachments on the
right of the public to the use of the south banks of the river below the
new bridge: —
“ Memorial of the inhabitants of Glasgow. The very great inconveniency which
we, in common with the public at large, sustain from the incroachments upon
the privilege of walking along the banks of the Clyde, immemorially enjoyed
by the citizens of Glasgow, will, we trust, justify a respectful representation
on the subject to the natural guardians of the interests of the community.

Independently of the point of strict right which has been in our humble
opinion unwarrantably infringed, we conceive the possession of spacious and
agreeable public walks, affording at once the opportunity and inducement to
frequent exercise in an open healthy air, to the population of such a city [as]
Glasgow, to be a substantial advantage which ought to be preserved and
defended with the most anxious attention.

The ancient state of possession, and the nature of the incroachments being 
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equally matter of general notoriety, it is not here necessary to support the
statement by any proofs, and while we have to regret that any innovation on
the state of possession has been permitted, we are most ready and willing to
co-operate in any manner that may be deemed most advisable for obtaining
an immediate vindication and restoration of the accustomed privileges of
the inhabitants, and we have very respectfully to entreat that the magistrates
and council may speedily adopt the necessary measures for securing effectually
the object in question.” Subscribed by 47 gentlemen, inhabitants of Glasgow.
On considering which representation, remit the same to [a committee],
with authority to take the opinion of the legal advisers of the city and of
counsel, if necessary, on the said subject, and to report.

There was produced the following letter from the earl of Eglinton:—Glasgow and
Ardrossan

“ Eglinton Castle, 17th August, 1806. My lord provost,—I take the libertycanal-
to trouble your lordship on the subject of the proposed canal from Glasgow
by Paisley to the coast of Ayrshire, to terminate at the bay of Ardrossan, where
a commodious, safe and excellent harbour is now begun and the south pier
thereof considerably advanced. Hitherto I have interested myself much in the
undertaking, and have taken a lead with regard to it, and I assure your
lordship my principal reason for having taken so much trouble was my being
thoroughly convinced of the utility it would be to the country at large, without
any view of personal advantage to myself. As it appears to me that this under­
taking, when completed, will be of immense benefit, not only to that part' of
the country through which it passes but to the west of Scotland and also the
city of Glasgow, I have an anxious wish that the community of Glasgow should
countenance the measure, not on account so much of their private subscription
as to testify their approbation of it, which I consider will be of use to the under­
taking, and will set a good example to others.

I request your lordship will have the goodness to lay this letter before the
magistrates and council, and for your lordships and their information I think
it proper to state that an act of parliament was obtained last session, and
that <£65,000 is alieady subscribed for the canal, independent of the harbour^
and that it will only require £60,000 moi'e to complete it. The subscription
money will only be demanded in partial sums as the work advances.

It is my opinion, as well as that of every other person who has access to
know any thing about the undertaking, that it is likely to turn out very
advantageous to the subscribers. I have not a doubt of the final success of the 
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him by the court of session, in the process at the instance of the corpora­
tion of bakers; which application remit to the magistrates, dean of guild,
and deacon convener, with the assistance of the clerks, to consider the
same and to report.

Appoint the magistrates and Mr. Cuthbertson, as a committee, to Carrying
boards, &c.,

Letter from
JohnWother- magistrates and council to order payment of the expenses awarded against
spoon craving & - • --
payment of
expenses.

undertaking, but the patronage of the city of Glasgow will give a spirit to
it which will be of great advantage and will ensure its being more speedily
completed. I have the honor to be, &c., &c. (signed) Eglinton.”

On considering which letter delay coming to any resolution on the
subject thereof till the next meeting of council.

There was produced a petition from the corporation of hammermen,
praying the magistrates and council to approve of and sanction an act of
the trades house, dated the 29th day of July last, authorizing an augmenta­
tion of the freedom fines of the said corporation from 12 to 15 guineas for
strangers, from £1 10s. to £3 for freemens sons, and from £3 10s. to £5
for sons in law and apprentices, exclusive of clerks and officers dues. On
considering which petition delay coming to any resolution on the subject
thereof till next meeting of council.

Petition from There was also produced a petition from the corporation of dyers,
tioVoPdyei-s Prayino the magistrates and council to approve of and sanction an act of

the trades house, dated the 16th day of July last, authorizing an aug­
mentation of the freedom fines of the corporation from £4 to £6 sterling
for strangers, and from £1 to £2 for sons, sons in law, and apprentices,
exclusive of quarter accounts, clerks and officers dues. On considering
which petition delay coming to any resolution on the subject thereof till
next meeting of council.

[During the half year from 29th December, 1805, till 28th June last,
178 persons had been imprisoned in bridewell, of whom 107 had been liberated
and 71 remained on the latter date. Disbursements for prisoners, including
£191 15s. 6d. paid to them when liberated, £411 18s. 8d.; expended on
necessaries, £27 Is. 6d.; wages of keeper, £40; expense of hospital or sick
room, £36 14s. 9d.; earnings of prisoners, £403 2s. 7d.; balance which the
treasurer was instructed to pay to the keeper, £112 12s. 4d.]

There was produced a letter from John Wotherspoon, praying the
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consider certain suggestions by the commissioners of police with regard on side pave-
to the prevention of persons from carrying boards with bread, planks of“enta-
wood, &c., on the foot pavements, and with regard to carters, with instruc­
tions to consider the said suggestions and to draw up such regulations as
to them may seem necessary, that the same may be enacted into a bye­
law by the magistrates and council, in terms of the police act.

Authorize the treasurer to pay to William Allan, mason in Gorbals, Precept to
£9 15s. sterling for paving opposite to the Gorbals chapel, conform to an^jian
account produced.

On the suggestion of the clerks, appoint the lord provost, magistrates, Renewal of
dean of guild, and deacon convener, as a committee, to consider the pro- pollce
priety of applying to parliament, next session, for having the police act
renewed, to ascertain whether there be any improvements which it
may be advisable to introduce into the new act, and to give the notices
required by the standing orders of the house of commons.

8 September 1806
The committee on John Wotherspoons accounts gave in the following Report on

report:— JohnWother-
r spoons appli-

11 We have considered the accounts of the expenses incurred by Johncat*on-
Wotherspoon, in the process which lately depended before the court of session
against him at the instance of the bakers, and have consulted with the clerks,
who are of opinion that, after the authority given in December, 1803,1 for
carrying on this process, and after the subsequent payment of the agents
accounts, the magistrates and council cannot with any propriety allow John
Wotherspoon to be put in jail for the expenses which the court of session has
thought fit to award to the other party. It appears that John Wotherspoon
would not have followed out this action in the court of session had he not been
assisted by the magistrates and council, because he was totally unable to do so.
It was acknowledged, in the year 1803, when the authority for prosecuting
the action was given, that John Wotherspoon had been of considerable service
to the public during the period of scarcity. It was thought of general
importance to have the point ascertained how far the exclusive privileges of the
corporation of bakers prevented any individual from having a shop within
the liberties for the sale of bread baked in the suburbs. In the course of the

1 Antea, p. 382.
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process, however, it appeared that John Wotherspoon was not only the seller or
retailer of the bread, but also, if not the partner, at least the manager of the
company that baked the bread. Upon this ground the court of session appear
to have proceeded, and the general point is still undecided.”
Of which report the magistrates and council approve, and authorize the
treasurer to pay the amount of the said accounts, viz., £50 10s. 8d.,
sterling, the balance due to Mr. Dillon of Edinburgh and Mr. Elder of
Glasgow, his agents, the sum of £189 9s. 9d. sterling being the expenses
of process awarded against the said John Wotherspoon, and £25 6s. 3d.
as the dues of extract.

Having resumed consideration of lord Eglinton’s letter relative to the
Ardrossan and Glasgow canal, appoint the lord provost [and others], as a
committee, to enquire into the subject, and to report.

The lord provost produced a letter from Finlay, Duncan, and com­
pany, making an offer of 20s. sterling per square yard for the piece of
ground to the west of the theatre fronting Saint Vincent Street and
Buchanan Street, and proposing that the lots into which the said piece of
ground may be afterwards divided should be burdened only with the
feu duties payable out of each lot. On considering which letter resolve
to expose the said piece of ground in one lot to public sale, at the upset
price of 25s. per square yard, provided the said Messrs. Findlay, Duncan,
and company agree to offer that sum on the terms on which the adjacent
ground was formerly feued, and authorize the lord provost [and others],
as a committee, on the above conditions, to proceed with the sale of the
said piece of ground, and to subscribe articles and conditions of roup
on the part of the magistrates and council.

Having resumed consideration of the petition of the corporation of
hammermen, praying the magistrates and council to approve of and
sanction an augmentation of the freedom fines of the said corporation, to
the extent specified in the minutes of last meeting of council, and having
deliberated at length on the subject of the said application, resolve to
refuse and hereby refuse to sanction the proposed augmentation of the
freedom fines of the said corporation, being fully convinced that any aug­
mentation of the said fines has a direct tendency to prevent useful trades- ’
men from settling in the city and is therefore highly inexpedient.
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FResolution similar to the foregoing passed with reference to the Petition of
.7 „ , . . • n -i • x • j. • J! tee corpora-petition of the incorporation of dyers, craving sanction to an increase of t,on of dyers.

their freedom fines.]
The committee on Mr. Newbiggings application gave in the following Arch over the

Molendinarreport: — burn.

“ We, the committee appointed to consider the propriety of allowing Mr.
Newbigging to arch the Molendinar burn opposite to the property which he has
lately acquired from Donald M'Gilchrist, esquire, report that we have inspected
the property in question and have compared it with the plans, and that, after
having the whole proposed improvements explained to us, we are of opinion
that the arching of the burn and the other works connected therewith will be
both ornamental and useful to that part of the town, as by that means the streets
will be made wider and have the advantage of an additional footpath. But
while your committee would humbly recommend that Mr. Newbigging should be
allowed to make his proposed improvements, they would also suggest that as
he is to be at the sole expense of making them he should also be taken bound
to keep them in repair in all time coming, in so far as the Molendinar burn
is connected; and as by the proposed improvement the south boundary which is
at present irregular will be made straight, and will run in a line from the
south side of the west end of the north parapet walls of the bridges at the
Episcopal chapel and foot of the Saltmarket Street, and as by this mode the
angular stripe of ground gained from the burn will be thrown into Mr.
Newbiggings property, we would recommend that he should pay for it to the
town such a price as two men, mutually chosen, shall award. And your com­
mittee are farther of opinion that Mr. Newbigging should have it in his option
to execute the steps as per section or to raise and relay the street between
the two bridges formerly alluded to, and that in a straight line drawn from
the top of the present causeway of both bridges so as to save some of the steps.
It may be also proper that the work should be executed under the inspection
of some persons that you may choose to appoint, with power to order the
necessary openings from the street into the covered burn.”
On considering which report the magistrates and council approve of the
same and authorize the proposed operations to be carried into effect on
condition that the present proprietors shall grant an obligation to support
and keep-in repair the arch over the burn, sidewalls, pavement, and other
parts of the work, and also to keep clean and clear of rubbish the bed
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or bottom of the burn under the arches; and that the said obligation shall
be made a real burden upon the property. And farther appoint the dean
of guild, Air. Cleland, and the master of work, to superintend the said
operations and to take care that the work be performed in a proper
manner, and agreeably to the plan produced.

Resolve that the notices required by the standing orders of the house
of commons shall be given to enable the magistrates and council to make
a wet dock and other improvements at the Broomielaw, in case it shall be
ultimately agreed on to proceed with these operations.

The lord provost laid before the magistrates and council a letter from
the rev. Dr. Ritchie, minister of Saint Andrew’s church, and a petition
from a number of respectable inhabitants who possess seats in that church,
requesting the permission of the magistrates and council, as heritors,
to make such alterations on the seats behind the pulpit as may be requisite
for the introduction of an organ; of which letter and petition the tenor
follows: —
“ Glasgow, 21st August, 1806. My lord,—I take the liberty of requesting
your lordship to lay before the magistrates and council of the city of Glasgow
the petition herewith transmitted by the congregation of St. Andrew’s
church. Anxious as I am for the success of a request by an
united congregation, I am equally anxious that our magistrates
and council should pronounce a sentence worthy of themselves and
the office with which they are invested. No law, so far as I have
either read or heard, has ever been made with regard to organs. I hope,
therefore, that the judgement of the council, whatever it be, shall be expressed
in language that conveys neither approbation or disapprobation of instrumental
music in churches, but that the petition shall be granted or refused merely
on the ground of expediency or inexpediency as to the removal of the seats.
To this alone, in my opinion, the jurisdiction of heretors extends. In
giving this opinion I have no desire to dictate to my superiors what line of
conduct they ought to pursue, but to discover my wish that the decision given
may be such as to maintain, in the esteem of their fellow citizens, of their
country, and of Europe, that high reputation for liberality, combined with
prudence, which has hitherto distinguished those who preside ovei’ the interests
of the city of Glasgow. I have the honor to remain, with due sentiments of
respect, my lord, your lordships most obedient servant (signed) Will. Ritchie.”
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Follows the petition:— “To the honble. the lord provost, magis- Petition of
trates, and council of the city of Glasgow. We, subscribers, anxious
for our own improvement in sacred music, have long cherished in private Andrews
what we now hope to realize, an earnest wish of erecting an organc urc
in St. Andrew’s church. This our wish we should never have deemed it
necessary thus publicly to express had we felt ourselves at liberty, without
permission of our patrons and heritors, to make such arrangements in the
church as the placing of an organ may require. For obtaining this permission,
we address ourselves to you as our heritors, on whom lies the burden of taking
care that the sitters shall not in any degree injure the church, either in its
revenue or in its accommodation for hearers. Every appearance of such
injury we are determined to avoid, and therefore it is our request that the
proposed alterations may be carried on under the inspection of the master
of works and of such other gentlemen as it may be judged expedient to appoint.
The question as to the propriety of using an organ in church it becomes us
not to discuss before you, either as magistrates or heritors. This is a matter
of private judgement merely, in which we alone can decide foi' ourselves. We
are fully persuaded that in the execution of our plan we violate no law, either
of the church or of the state. We give no offence to the prejudices of our
people, for the congregation are all of one mind. We bring no new burden
on the heritors, for the whole of the expense we bind ourselves to defray. We
prescribe no rule of conduct to others. We only adopt what we think and feel
to be for our own edification. We encroach upon no sacred privilege, no civil
right of any man, or of any body of men, in the kingdom. Acting thus within
the limits of the law of the land, of the law of the church, and of the obligations
of good neighbourhood, we cannot entertain a doubt that our scheme shall not
only be permitted but encouraged by our enlightened heritors, who, we know,
are ambitious of promoting every rational improvement, who will observe with
pleasure our attempt to advance in the knowledge and practice of psahnodv,
and will gladly concur in the endeavour to rescue our national character from
the reproach of having almost entirely neglected the cultivation of sacred
music. Our heritors, magistrates of one of the first commercial cities of
Europe, will thus give new evidence to mankind that the genius of commerce
is not the contracted spirit of hostility to the liberal arts but the enlivening
sun of science, dispelling in its progress the gloomy fogs of prejudice that have
too long benumbed the energies and untuned feelings of our country.
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Glasgow has the honor of- having first made the public proposal of intro­
ducing into one of its churches the most perfect of musical instruments, and of
employing it for the generous purpose of tuning the public voice for the
exercise of praise. And the present lord provost and magistrates and council
will, we doubt not, eagerly embrace the opportunity of accomplishing a measure
which will give additional lustre to their names, and render the period of their
administration the opening of a new era in the annals of our national
advancement.

May it therefore please our patrons and heritors to grant us liberty to
make such alterations in the seats behind the pulpit in Saint Andrew’s church
as may be requisite for carrying into execution our design. There exists not,
we believe, in any parish, even in the remotest and least cultivated part of the
kingdom, a body of heritors who would not feel at least some reluctance to refuse
the petition of an united people for so very small a favor, the granting of which
involves not any expense, and hurts not the claims of any human being.
Your complying with our earnest request will form a new bond of attach­
ment between our magistrates and our congregation, while it will unite the
tie of private gratitude to the sentiments of public veneration with which
we implore upon their heads the blessing of Almighty God, who hath formed
the ear for the delights of harmony, and whom we are bound to serve by the
culture of every faculty which it hath pleased Him, in His goodness, to
bestow.” Subscribed by (blank) gentlemen who possess seats in Saint Andrew’s
church.

Procedure
about the
letter and
petition.

Which letter and petition having been read, the lord provost stated
that before he submitted this matter to the council he and the other
magistrates had thought it right to have the opinion of the legal advisers
of the city, and that in consequence of the request of the magistrates
he received from the first town clerk an official letter on the subject, which
letter having been also read, and the said petition and letters having been
deliberately considered, the magistrates and council approve of the
opinion given by Mr. Reddie, resolve to act in the manner therein sug­
gested with regard to the request contained in the said petition, and direct
an extract of this act of council, with a copy of the said letter, to be
transmitted to the rev. Dr. Ritchie, and to the gentlemen who subscribe
the petition,, as the answer of the magistrates and council to’the 'said
application, of which letter from Mr. Reddie the tenor follows: —
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“ Glasgow, 6th September, 1806. My lord,—I have perused and deliberately
considered the petition of a number of most respectable inhabitants who possess
seats in Saint Andrew’s church, requesting permission of the magistrates and 

Mr. Reddies
letter to the
lord provost.

council to introduce an organ into that church. I have also perused the letter
of the rev. Dr. Ritchie, transmitted to your lordship along with the petition.
Agreeably to the direction of your lordship and the other magistrates, I shall
now, as briefly as I can, state what occurs to me on this subject. And I have
no doubt, whatever resolution the magistrates and council may ultimately 
adopt, that they will be guided by views at once liberal and prudent, and that
the grounds on which they proceed will be such as to command the respect of
their fellow citizens and of theii- country.

Were I called upon to express my own individual opinion and feelings,
I should perhaps lay claim to the honor of participating in the sentiments and
wishes of the enlightened congregation of Saint Andrews church. But on this
subject my individual opinion is a matter of no importance whatever. It is
my opinion, as one of the legal assessors of the city of Glasgow, that your
lordship and the other magistrates require.

In the petition and in Dr. Ritchie’s letter it seems to be hinted that the
magistrates and council have the powei* of granting or refusing the present
application merely on the ground of expediency or inexpediency as to the
removal of the seats in the church. With me this opinion has no weight,
because I do not conceive it to be warranted by the law of the land. Of the
present application the magistrates and council have a right to judge in two
characters, as representative heritors and as civil magistrates. As heritors they
have a legal right to insist that their patrimonial interests shall not be impaired
by the proposed measure. These patrimonial interests the gentlemen of the
magistracy and council might perhaps, on such an occasion, be disposed to
wave, were they heritors in their own personal right, but the
members of the magistracy and council are not heritors in their own right.
They are heritors merely as representing the community of Glasgow. And to
the interests of that community they are bound on this as on all other occasions
to attend. Whatever resolution, therefore, may be ultimately adopted, it will
be necessary that due precautions be taken to secure effectually the pecuniarv
interests of the community..

But there is another and a more important character in which your lord­
ship and the other gentlemen of the magistracy are called upon to judge of
the present application, I mean as civil magistrates. That there is any express
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act of the legislature prohibiting the use of organs in our established churches
I am not aware. But that the introduction of organs into our churches would
be a material alteration and innovation in our external mode of worship there
cannot be a doubt. The argument which would identify an organ with a pitch
pipe does not merit a serious answer. Whether the use of organs in oui*
established churches would be an expedient or an inexpedient measure, in a
religious and ecclesiastical view, it is unnecessary here to enquire, because your
lordship and the other magistrates are not an ecclesiastical judicature, and
have no right to take cognizance of the matter in that character. But as civil
magistrates you are legally bound to maintain oui- constitution in church and
state in its present condition, and by express statute you are bound ‘ to take
order that unity and peace be preserved in the church.’ That there is great
danger of the introduction of organs disturbing the peace and interrupting
the harmony of the Church of Scotland I should be sorry to suppose. At the
same time, such an event is possible. Whether for the auricular gratification
of one congregation ground of offence should be afforded to other congrega­
tions is a inattei' that requires serious thought. Some respect is due by the
civil magistrate even to what many individuals may be disposed to term the
prejudices of their weaker brethren. And at all events if any innovation in our
external mode of worship be expedient and salutary, the reform or improvement
ought to originate with the ecclesiastical branch of the government, with the
constitutional guardians of our conduct and our welfare in such matters. When
the use of organs in our established churches has been sanctioned by our
ecclesiastical legislature, then it -will be the duty of your lordship and the other
magistrates not merely to permit the use of these musical instruments, but to
protect in that use those congregations who may conceive such instruments to
minister to their edification. Till the ecclesiastical branch of the constitution
have sanctioned the use of organs in our established churches, I do not see that
the magistrates and council can with any propriety, directly or indirectly,
approve of such an ecclesiastical innovation.

I have been told that the only way in which this matter can be brought
"before our ecclesiastical judicatures is by a complaint and interdict. I pretend
not to be conversant with the forms of our church courts, but I am much
mistaken indeed if our establishment be so grossly defective as not to afford
some way sufficiently formal of obtaining the permission or sanction of our
ecclesiastical legislature for what may be an expedient alteration in our mode
of worship.
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From the language of the petition it seems to be supposed that were not
the magistrates and council heritors of Saint Andrews church the subscribers
might of their own authority solely introduce an organ. In this opinion I
cannot coincide. To the happiness and glory of this nation every man may
worship God in the manner he thinks fit. But, while unlimited toleration
prevails in this country, we have at the same time an ecclesiastical establish­
ment, recognised by law. Under that establishment a certain mode of worship
is and has been for ages observed, and to that mode of worship, until altered
by constitutional authority, whatever dissenters may do, the members of the
establishment are bound to conform.

In former times, the inhabitants of Glasgow stood forward the steady
supporters of civil and religious freedom, and altho’ firmly attached to the
simple and unadorned form of worship handed down to them by their fore­
fathers, I am convinced the gentlemen who at present compose the magistracy
and council are at least as anxious as any of their predecessors ever were to
promote every rational and liberal improvement. But zeal for improvement
ought to be tempered with prudence, and I own I should be sorry indeed were
the magistrates and council of Glasgow to commit themselves so far as to
sanction, authorize, or approve, in any capacity, directly or indirectly,
expressly or tacitly, what it is possible the general assembly of the church of
Scotland, in the exercise of its constitutional functions, may afterwards dis­
approve and prohibit.

Upon the whole, then, my opinion is—first, that the magistrates and
council, as representative heritors, are bound to take such measures as mav
prevent the funds of the community from sustaining any injury by the intro­
duction of the proposed organ; and, secondly, that the magistrates and council
ought to recommend it to the gentlemen subscribers and to the able and learned
pastor of that most respectable congregation, before proceeding farther, to
apply for the permission and sanction of the ecclesiastical branch of our con­
stitution. If the measure be expedient and salutary, there will surely be the
less difficulty in obtaining that sanction, and whatever may be the result, the
measure will be fully and fairly discussed by that deliberative assembly, whose
province it is to take cognizance of such matters.

I have to apologise for trespassing so much on the time of your lordship,
and I have the honor to be, with much respect and esteem (signed) Jas. Reddie.”

The magistrates and council, as commissioners of supply for the Commis­
sioners for 
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property tax city, in order to carry into execution the property tax act passed last
session of parliament, cap. 66, nominate and appoint [commissioners
for carrying the act into execution in Glasgow].

26 September 1806
Report as to
the Ardrossan
canal.

The committee on the Ardrossan canal gave in the following
report: —
“ The committee appointed to consider of the propriety of subscribing to the
Ardrossan Canal are of opinion that this canal may be of very great advantage
to the west of Scotland, and also to the city of Glasgow; that they can see no
reason why it may not turn out advantageous to the individual subscribers;
and as the community of Glasgow have always encouraged such undertakings,
they are unanimously of opinion they should also be interested in this one,
more particularly as it may also be of advantage to the funds of the community
by the canal going through or near their grounds. They therefore recom­
mend it to the magistrates and council to subscribe the sum of <£1,000 towards
the same.”
Of which report the magistrates and council approve, and authorize and
empower the lord provost to subscribe £1,000 sterling, on the part of the
city, towards the formation of the said canal, and direct the treasurer
to pay the said sum.

Reportabout On considering a report of the committee appointed to investigate
Royal Close repairs made on the Royal Close cellars, Greenock, authorize the
Greenock. treasurer to pay to Patrick Morries & Co., wrights in Greenock,

£38 16s. lOd. sterling, for making the said repairs, conform to an
account produced.

States of The clerks produced states of the towns processes and other business
towns pro- under the management of their agents in Edinburgh [engrossed in MS.
duced.Pr°" Council Record, pp. 258-89, including the following:—]
Suspension The magistrates of Glasgow, as parliamentary trustees upon the river
the magis- Clyde, had, in the course of their operations, made a towing path upon its
ArchibaMmSfc^ari^s’ al°ng the property of Archibald Spiers, esquire, of Elderslie. That
Speirs. gentleman, thinking that his property was much injured by the operations of

the trustees, thought proper to make a claim for damages to the amount of
£10,000 sterling, which the trustees resisted from an idea the damage was 
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fully compensated by the additional ground which Mr. Spiers had gained by
these operations. Mr. Spiers applied to the sheriff of the county, who called a
jury, and, after receiving theii* verdict, pronounced a sentence by which he
decerned the trustees0to make payment to Mr. Spiers of the sum of £150
sterling, yearly, commencing at Martinmas, 1803, and payable at Martinmas,
1804, and thereafter “ yearly during the time that the practice of tracking
vessels by horses upon the river Clyde upon the lands mentioned in the petition
shall be carried on under the authority of the trustees.” They were also
ordained to pay the expense of the proceedings. In consequence of this sentence
the trustees paid the sum of £150, due at Martinmas, 1804, and the expense
of process, but at that time they placed a notice upon Mr. Spiers’s ground,
declaring “ that they no longer authorize any person to track vessels by horses
on the ground belonging to Mr. Speirs till farther intimation.” Notwith­
standing this declaration, Mr. Spiers, at the term of Martinmas last, 1805,
charged the trustees to pay the sum of £150 as due at that term, and the
amount of the expenses which had been formerly paid. The trustees presented
a bill of suspension of that charge. Answers foi' Mr. Spiers and replies for the
trustees were afterwards lodged, and upon advising these Lord Armadale
pronounced this interlocutor. “ 26 February, 1806 :—The lord ordinary
having considered this bill, answers and replies, in respect that the practice
of tracking and the use of a towing path along the chargers grounds is con­
tinued, and also that the right of tracking by the use of horses is not absolutely
renounced, but according to the complainers plea may be again resumed
when they think proper, refuses the bill as to the £150 charged for, passes the
bill as to the expenses erroneously charged for, which have been paid.” A note
was immediately presented, praying him to sist procedure for eight davs, that
the trustees might have an opportunity of petitioning the court against the
above interlocutor, which delay was granted. A petition was boxed upon 8th
March, and upon 11th was appointed to be answered against the first box dav
in the ensuing vacation.

In the years of scarcity, 1799 and 1800, a plan was devised by the magis- Summons,
trates and town council for procuring supplies of meal and corn from distantthe lord
quarters, with the view of providing against that scarcity. Several public magistrates
bodies and wealthy individuals of Glasgow signed subscription papers, bv against James
which they promised to pay to the lord provost of Glasgow, and certain other othS.^
gentleman therein named, the sums annexed to their respective names, as a fund
to be applied in proportion to their subscriptions towards defraying any loss

2>
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that might arise from carrying the above plan into execution. A considerable
quantity of grain and provisions having been purchased, there arose, from
certain unforeseen events, a heavy loss, amounting to greatly more than the
whole sums subscribed. It became necessary, therefore,'-to call upon the sub­
scribers to pay their proportion of that loss, and in general the demand has been
readily complied with. Only fourteen of the subscribers refused to pay up their
subscriptions, and of these all have made a partial payment, except one. It
became necessary, therefore, to raise actions against them, for the purpose
of compelling payment. Since that time two of the defenders have paid up
their subscriptions. The summons having been called in absence, came in the
course of the rolls before Lord Robertson, when an appearance was made for the
defenders, and they were allowed to see the summons till November next.

Summons of This summons states that the pursuer is infeft in a piece of ground,
Geor^^Craw measur*ng 9,833 square yards or thereby, being the northwest plot of the
ford, against lands of Ramshorn which belonged to the city of Glasgow, lying in the barony
the magis- parish thereof and shire.of Lanark, bounded by the road leading from Rotten-

rovr Street of Glasgow to the Kings high street leading [from] Queen Street
of Glasgow to Cowcaddens on the north, the road from Queen Street to
Cowcaddens on the v-est, and the other parts of the said lands of Ramshorn
on the east and south parts, conform to certain titles therein mentioned, by
virtue of which the pursuer states himself to have undoubted right to erect
houses and buildings thereon and every part thereof, particularly on the line
thereof which fronts the foresaid two roads, with access therefrom to all his
buildings without any obstruction. That notwithstanding thereof the pursuer
has been informed that the magistrates and council of Glasgow have it in con­
templation to remove the road leading from the Rottenrow Street to the Kings
highway leading from Queen Street to Cowcaddens, on the north of the
pursuers property, and the road from Queen Street to Cowcaddens on the
v’est of the pursuers property, or in one or other of them, and to place the same
at some distance from his property. The summons concludes that it ought to
be found and declared that the magistrates and council have no right to alter
the line of the said roads, and that they must remain and continue as they now
are, that the pursuer has undoubted right to erect houses and other buildings
on his property, fronting the said two roads, and that he has right of access
therefrom to all and each of such buildings. The summons also concludes for
damages and expenses. This action having come, in the course of the rolls,
before Lord Robertson, as ordinary, he, on 10th July, 1806, pronounced the 
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following' interlocutor :—“ Allows the defenders to see the process, ordains
them to give in full defences before the 12th day of November first, and ordains
parties procurators to be ready to debate against next calling thereafter, with
certification.”

30 September 1806
[James Mackenzie, provost; Robert M'Nair, Alexander Stewart, and Election of

James Dennistoun, of the merchant rank, Basil Ronald and James Cleland, anc^
of the crafts rank, bailies.]

.. 3 October 1806
[Twelve merchants and eleven craftsmen councillors for the ensuing year.] Election of

councillors.

7 October 1806
[James M'Leish, eldest bailie of the towns of Port Glasgow and Newark.] Election of
' • • eldest baillie

8 October 1806 °fPortGlasgow.
[James Black, dean of guild; Robert Austin, deacon convener; Archibald Election of

Newbigging, treasurer ; William Liddell, bailie, and Andrew Watson, con- ^an of guilcb
junct baillie, of Gorbals; George Lyon, water bailie; Robert Robertson, depute
water bailie; Richard Smellie, master of work; John Gardner, junior, visitor
of maltmen; John Morison, bailie of Provan; John Bennet, procurator fiscal;
James Reddie, Richard Henderson and Robert Thomson, town clerks.]

[Appointments of annual committee, directors of towns hospital, Clyde Directors,
commissioners, bridge commissioners, committees on Grammar School, trades- c.ommis‘

, i , • i n /-< • , , sioners, com-men s accounts, bridewell, the Green, quarries and mills, Clyde navigation, mittees.
chamberlain’s books, Port Glasgow harbour, common sewers, and the jail, and
directors of Sunday schools.]

14 October 1806
. [Persons in town’s hospital on 9th August last, including the chaplain, Assessment

housekeeper, clerk, and two servants, 353; poor children put out to nurse, 334; f°r the poor.
families in indigent circumstances supplied with ineal, 387; families who
received reduced wages at 20s. each, 125; estimated expenditure, £5,950;
revenue of hospital, £1,210; deficiency, including expense of collection, £4,815,
to be raised by assessment.]

Remit to the lord provost [and others] to consider the application Application
made by the proprietors in Barrack Street, in July, 1805, for havingfor repairing

* ’ Barrack
Street.
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the said street repaired and joined with Duke Street, to hold a conference
with the trustees on the Cumbernauld road and such other persons as may

Jonathan
Andersons
claim.

he interested in the business, and to report.
Remit to the committee on the mills and quarries to consider an

application made by Jonathan Anderson, in the month of July, 1805, for
reparation of surface damages occasioned by quarrying whinstones in the

Process with
the Smith­
field Com­
pany.
James
Millars claim
of damages.

lands of Westcraigs, and to report.
Of new appoint the committee on the mills, with the clerks, to take

such measures as may be necessary for settling the process between the city
and the Smithfield company, and to report.

Of new remit to the committee on the mills, with the assistance of the
baillie of Provan, to consider an application made by James Millar, tenant
of the Provan Mill, in the month of October last, for an allowance for
damages alleged to have been sustained by him in consequence of the
working of the Provan coal, and to report.

Committee to Remit to the dean of guild [and others,] with the master of work,
inspect and inspect that part of Duke Street which, from the want of a railing,
Duke Street, is dangerous to passengers, and to report what in their opinion ought to

be done.
Bridewell,
walls and
sewer.

Ground in
Montrose
Street occu­
pied by the
police.

Expense of
erecting new
slaughter
houses, &c.

Of new remit to the committee on the bridewell to consider the pro­
priety of inclosing with a wall the ground in the front of bridewell, of
repairing and raising the wall behind, and of forming a common sewer
from it to the Molendinar burn, and to report.

Remit to the dean of guild [and others], as a committee, to consider
a letter from the clerk of police, presented on 10th February last, relative
to the piece of ground on the east side of' Montrose Street, formerly
possessed by the commissioners of police, and to report.

Remit to the lord provost [and others], as a committee, to consider
and ascertain as nearly as possible what will be the expense of erecting
the new slaughter houses and improving Clyde Street, agreeably to the
act of parliament lately obtained for that purpose, and to report.

Committee to Remit to the lord provost [and others], as a committee, to procure
procure esti­
mates for
building a
new church.
Proposed

plans and estimates for building the proposed new church at the west
termination of Saint Vincent Street.

Remit to the committee on the river to report with regard to the pro­
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posed improvements at the Broomielaw, in terms of the special remit of the
the 8th of August last, and appoint an extract of the said remit to be sent Broomielaw.
to the committee.

Remit to the dean of guild [and others] to consider an Offer for pur­
offer made by Messrs. James Mackenzie and Robert M‘Nair, in the month ^i^nteres't.
of May, 1805, to purchase part of the freehold interest belonging to the
town.

Appoint the lord provost [and others], as a committee, to take the Committee to
necessary measures for having the police act renewed next session °f rene^ved® aCt>
parliament, to consider whether there be any improvements which it may
be advisable to introduce into the proposed new police act, and to have a
conference with the commissioners of police on the said subject.

The committee on the road leading to the towns mill gave in theRePorfcon
following report:— to towns mill.
“ The committee having inspected the said road, they found it in very bad
order, and from its peculiar situation between two tolls and the interest which
the town of Glasgow has in it, the committee are of opinion that the sum
of .£25 sterling should be allowed towards the repair of said road, which, from
an estimate given in, will cost upwards of £50.”
Of which report the magistrates and council approve, and as soon as
the other individuals interested have contributed the remaining sum
necessary for completing the repair of the said road, authorize the treasurer
to advance the sum of £25 sterling towards the said object, the said sum
to be expended at the sight of baillie M'Nair, Mr. Cuthbertson, and the
master of work.

Nominate and appoint John M‘Caul, \Villiam Cuthbertson, and James Wooden
Robertson, commissioners for examining and docqueting the accounts of accounts
the trustees on the wooden bridge.

5 November 1806
[Appointed a meeting of council to be held on Tuesday, 11th instant, for Election of a

the purpose of appointing a commissioner to meet with the commissioners of member of
Dumbarton, Renfrew, and Rutherglen, at Renfrew, on Monday, 24th instant, parliament-
to elect a burgess for this district to serve in the parliament to be held at
Westminster on Monday, 15th December ensuing.]
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On the motion of the lord provost, the magistrates and council
unanimously vote their thanks to Boyd Alexander, esquire, of Southbar,
late member for this district of burghs, for his conduct in parliament
whilst he was their representative, and for the very great zeal and ability
with which he conducted every branch of business recommended to his
attention by his constituents.

The committee appointed on the 13th day of October last to consider
the propriety of inclosing the ground in front of bridewell with a wall,
and of forming a common sewer to communicate with that building and
the Molendinar burn, gave in the following report: —

“ We have considered the propriety of enclosing with a stone wall the piece of
vacant ground betwixt Duke Street and the bridewell of this city, and are
satisfied that the same ought to be done with all convenient speed, because in
the present situation of that building the prisoners have an opportunity, from
the windows, of conversing freely with all persons who in passing chuse to come
near them, which is completely contrary to the original intention of that place
of solitary confinement. The front wall may be raised 8 feet above the level of
the street and the side walls 7 feet above the level of the area, which will be at
least 14 feet above the level of the adjoining- ground and at these heights the
building would be as follows:—[Here follow details, the total cost being
£251 15s. 6d.] This sum would no doubt add considerably to the cost of the
bridewell, but if the magistrates and council shall see proper to erect some
sheds within the area, Messrs. J. & R. Tennant have offered to take a lease of
the whole, and pay an annualrent equal to five per cent, on the total expense,
or perhaps a much better rent might be got by erecting temporary shops or
fruit stalls towards Duke Street, which could be done at very little expense,
and they could be so constructed as to have no windows or other openings
towards the area. We also think it would be proper to raise the walls behind
so as to make the inclosure complete, which would cost about £30, but in place
of forming a common sewer to the Molendinar burn to carry off all refuse from
the bridewell, we think that the refuse should be conducted into q. dunghill to
be formed in some part of the area.”

On considering which report the magistrates and council approve thereof,
authorize the said committee to’get the walls mentioned in the report built
without delay, of such height as to them shall seem proper, and if the 
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buildings suggested in the report can be erected in such a manner as that
bridewell, according to the original design, may remain a place of solitary
confinement, and if an adequate rent can be got for them, authorize the
said committee also to carry the said report into execution so far as
regards the erection of the said buildings. Farther appoint the said
committee to fix on the best place for, and cause to be formed within the
area belonging to bride-well, a dunghill for depositing the ashes, refuse,
&c., as pointed out in the report.

The lord provost laid before the council a letter from Mr. Dugald Assessing
Bannatyne, on the part of the assessors for the poor, stating that some maintenance
difficulties had arisen with*regard to the mode of laying on the assess-of the poor.
ments, particularly with regard to the assessment of companies, and
requesting instructions how the assessors were to proceed. On considering
which letter appoint the clerks to make out a memorial, specifying such
difficulties or doubtful points as have occurred in laying on the assessment
for the poor, in the course of some years past, and to take the opinion
of counsel thereon.

11 November 1806
The lord provost laid before the council a letter from Boyd Alexander, Letter from

esquire, of Southbar, stating that he was much gratified by the approba- ^ie^n(jer
tion of his conduct during last parliament, expressed in the vote of thanks acknowledg-
passed at last meeting of council (an extract of which had been transmitted thanks0 °f
to him by the lord provost), and again offering himself as a candidate
to represent this district of burghs in the ensuing parliament. The lord Letters from
provost likewise laid before the council letters from John Clerk, esquire,
his Majesties solicitor general for Scotland, and from Archibald Campbell, of burghs.
esquire, of Blythswood, offering themselves as candidates to represent
the said burghs, and a letter from Alexander Houston, esquire, of
Clerkington, who had previously waited on the members of council and
solicited their support, stating that he now declined coming forward as a
candidate on this occasion. And the said letters having been read, the
lord provost enquired whether the magistrates and council wished
immediately to proceed to the election of a commissioner, or whether thev Procedure
wished previously to express their sentiments with regard to the merits *°
of the different candidates. Upon this several members of council of a member

of parliament. 
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delivered their sentiments as to the merits of the said candidates; and it
appearing to be the sense of the meeting that each member of council
should individually declare who, in his opinion, is the most fit and proper
person to represent this city in parliament, the question was put, when
19 of the members present, among whom was the lord provost, declared
in favor of Mr. Alexander and 8 in favor of Mr. Campbell, one member
having declined giving his opinion.

Commissioner [Appointed James Mackenzie, lord provost, as commissioner to meet with
for chusing the commissioners of Renfrew, Rutherglen, and Dumbarton, at Renfrew, ona burgess to T . ° .
serve in par- Monday, 24th November, for electing a representative to serve in the parlia-
liament. ment which is to be held at Westminster on 15th December.]

The committee appointed to consider the letter from the clerk of police
relative to the ground in Montrose Street, occupied by the commissioners
of police, gave in the following report: —
“ Upon attending to the remit, and having at the same time considered the
original conditions on which the ground for the shade in question was granted
to the commissioners of police, as well as the letter from theii” clerk of the
5th of February last, we are of opinion the town should take the said shade into
their own possession, and that for that purpose they should pay the com­
missioners £35 for it, the materials thereafter remaining the towns property.
We are farther of opinion that seeing the matter has lain so long over the com­
missioners should also be allowed the half years rent thereof which becomes
due at the ensuing Martinmas, upon their then paying to the town the ground
rent up to the said term. When all this is adjusted the commissioners will
naturally assign over the present let of the premises to the town.”
Ou considering which report the magistrates and council approve thereof,
agree to pay the commissioners of police £35 for the shed erected by them
on the said piece of ground, and to allow them to draw the half years rent
of the ground and shed due at the present Martinmas, the said shed being
from this date the property of the city, and authorise the treasurer to pay
the foresaid sum.

The committee appointed to consider the suggestions by the com­
missioners of police with regard to obstructions on the foot pavements,'
&c., gave in a draft of a proposed act on this subject, which draft appoint
baillie Ronald to lay before the commissioners of police at their first
meeting for their consideration.
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To enable the magistrates and council to judge more accurately of Improving
the expediency and propriety of proceeding at present with the proposed Street’
improvements in Clyde Street, the erection of new slaughter-houses, &c.,
appoint the dean of guild [and others] to enquire into the state of the
towns funds, revenue and expenditure, for the last five years, and to
report.

19 December 1806

The lord provost stated that, as commissioner for this burgh, he had, Report of
on 24th November last, attended the election, at Renfrew, of a member Member of
of parliament for this district, and had voted for Mr. Alexander, as there parliament.
was a considerable probability of that gentleman’s ultimate success,
owing to the burgh of Rutherglen having, before the election, declared in
his favor, and owing to there being an objection in point of form to the
election of the commissioner for the burgh of Dumbarton. The lord
provost farther stated that he had taken protests against the vote of the
commissioner for Dumbarton, on the ground of the said informality,
and of course also against the return of Mr. Campbell as member for this
district of burghs. Of which procedure the magistrates and council
approve.

The committee appointed to consider the propriety of disposing of Freehold
the freehold interest belonging to the city gave in the following report: — interest be-

° ° J ° r longing to the
“ The committee of council appointed last month to consider the verbal offer town.
which was made, in May, 1805, by Messrs. James Mackenzie and Robert M'Nair,
to purchase part of the freehold interest belonging to the town, beg leave to
report that after perusing a very full and satisfactory memorial on the subject,
which was drawn up by the town clerks in February last, at the desire of a
former committee to whom this business was referred, and after serious delibera­
tion, they are unanimously of opinion that the town should never upon any
account dispose of any of the superiorities they now hold, excepting if thev
please the trifling one that will hereafter be mentioned.

From the forementioned memorial your committee found that by far the
greatest and most interesting part of the towns freehold interest is over the
barony of Gorbals. Upon the feus there the valuation is £100; upon the land,
£1,000; together, £1,100. To dispose of any part of this would be depriving
the town of one of its members which is at once both useful and ornamental.
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If it is necessary and proper to retain all the power and controul over the other
side of the rivei' which this superiority gives it, and which the committee believe
will never be questioned, then it is indispensibly requisite to hold fast every
farthing of this freehold'interest. 'If it is of consequence to the town of
Glasgow to continue the exercise of the heritable jurisdiction of bailliary and
justiciary over that barony which it has long held and exercised, and which the
committee feel convinced the council will never think of depriving it of, because
it is a piece of antiquity not only in itself specially gratifying, but one of a
very similar few in Scotland now, and therefore highly to be prized, then is it
indispensibly requisite to keep for evei* full possession of all this superiority.

The next superiorities in extent which the town holds are over the lands
of Provosthaugh, £43; Linenhaugh, £105 13s. 4d.; Broken acres, acquired
from Mr. Houston Rae, £143 13s. 4d.; all composing now portions of the
Green of Glasgow. There would surely be an impropriety, the committee think,
of disposing of any of the superiority of the Green, as it has always been
looked upon as a special part of the common good. Besides, the town would
undoubtedly dislike to have a superior placed over them in property which
belongs to themselves, and which will probably continue to be always possessed
by them.

Lastly, the town (after having, in 1766 or 1767, disposed of as much as
made three votes1) has a small remainder of freehold interest over a part of the
barony of Provan,, namely, Milton, valued at £125; and another part supposed
to be the Mill and lands, £25 13s. 4d. As the property of the former is out of
the towns hands, it belonging now to the Castlemilk family, the committee can
see no impropriety in disposing of the superiority of it, if what it may bring
should be reckoned an object. But, upon their own principle of holding the
superiority where the town is at the same time in actual possession of the
property, the latter ought to remain untouched.

The committee cannot conclude this report without recommending the
forementioned memorial of the clerks to be kept and handed down herewith.
It has given great satisfaction to the committee, and they are sure it will be of
essential service to any of their successors who may ever be employed in con­
sidering the same subject?’
Of which report the magistrates and council approve, resolve, for the
reasons therein assigned, not to dispose of the freehold interest belonging

1 Glasg. Rec., vol. vii., pp. 635-6, Nos. 1279-80.
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to the city, and appoint the memorial drawn up by the clerks on the
subject to be inserted in the large folio volume in which similar papers
relative to the town are contained.

[The memorial above referred to is engrossed in MS. Reports, vol. ii., Memorial as
pp. 317-20. After narrating the purchase of Gorbals in 1650, and the division ^freehold
of the surface of the lands in -1792, the memorial proceeds as follows :—]
“ It thus appears that the town has the whole freehold interest arising from the
barony of Gorbals, viz., the superiority of the fews, of which the valuation is
£100, and the superiority of the lands belonging in property to the town,
to Hutchisons hospital, and to the Trades house, of which the valuation is
£1,000; and of this freehold interest the magistrates and council have no doubt
the power of disposal. But to such a measure several material objections occur.
By such a sale the magistrates and council would not only place another superior
over their own head, and over Hutchesons hospital and the Trades house, but
would relinquish the advantages arising from the command over the opposite
banks of the Clyde which the possession of the superiority of Gorbals affords.
One great object which the magistrates and council appear to have had in
view when they purchased the barony of Gorbals in 1650, was that the Clyde,
insteading of washing one side, might flow through their property; and if this
circumstance appeared an object of some consequence in 1650, it surely must
appear an object of greater consequence in the year 1806. The population of
the barony of Gorbals is now great. The improvements in the barony in
building, manufactures, &c., have of late years been very rapid. An opposition
of interests, tho’ not likely at present, may in time arise. And it would
be a very awkward circumstance, if the magistrates and council should at a
future period find their plans for the improvement of the city frustrated by an
obstacle which they would have been able to surmount had they retained the
powers which they at present possess. Again, it is certainly of importance
that the magistrates and council of a populous manufacturing city like Glasgow
should have a control over the inhabitants of the suburbs. But if the
superiority of the barony of Gorbals be sold, the heritable jurisdiction of
bailliary and justiciary will in our opinion be lost with it. The heritable juris­
diction is attached to and follows the interest in the lands. It was bestowed,
not upon the city of Glasgow but upon the person who should be baron or
superior of Gorbals. And if the city of Glasgow ceases to be baron of Gorbals,
the magistrates and council can no longer exercise the bailliary and justiciary
powers. Nay, farther, they cannot even convey these powers to whom they sell
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the superiority. In consequence of the reservation of the jurisdiction act in
favor of royal burghs, the magistrates and council have all the extensive
powers which were attached to a baron prior to the passing of that act.
But the person who might become the purchaser of the superiority of the barony
would have no more power than the very limited jurisdiction now attached to
the proprietor of any barony in the country. The higher and more compre­
hensive power would become extinct. Farther still, that the magistrates and
council should be baron of Gorbals is rather a respectable thing as otherwise.
Many burghs would be glad to have such a domain. And the jurisdiction
attached to the character of baron is worth the retaining, merely as a matter
of antiquity and curiosity, there not being, it is believed, above two other juris­
dictions of a similar nature in Scotland. If the sale of the superiority of
Gorbals would enable the magistrates and council to pay oft the debts of the
community, there might be a good reason for disposing of it immediately;
but for such a measure as involving the consequent loss of the power and juris­
diction attached to the superiority, the trival sum of a few hundred pounds
affords, in our opinion, no adequate inducement or consideration.”

[Referring to the freehold interest belonging to the town arising from
the barony of Provan, it is stated that] “ in the valuation book of the county
of Lanark the barony of Provan is valued at £1,200 3s. lOd. Scots. This valua­
tion, it is believed, only includes those parts of the barony the property of
which was disponed to the town of Glasgow in 1668, when the town made the
purchase, and does not comprehend the valuation of Milton, Jermiston,
Balornoch, Blochairn, and Hoganfield, the property of which had been feiied
out by the Silvertonhill family before their sale to the town, but of which the
superiority having been retained by that family, was, it is believed, disponed
with the property of the rest of the town. The valuation of these parts,
according to the cess books, is <£384 7s. In the year 1766 or 1767 the town dis­
posed of as much of the superiorities as made three votes, and it is highly
probable that other small portions of the superiority were sold at the same time,
as the only parts of the superiority for which the town is now valued in the valua­
tion book is that of Milton, valued at <£125, and another part, supposed to be the
mill and lands, valued at £25 13s. 4d., making together £150 13s. 4d. It is
much to be regretted that owing to the loss of the volume of council minutes con­
taining the entries of this transaction,1 it should be but imperfectly known.

1 The minute books referred to must only ences to the superiority sales are given in the
have been temporarily mislaid at the date of footnote on p. 538.
the memorial as they are still extant. Refer-
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The only sources of information are the reports of two cases in the court of ■
session and the valuation book of the county. Although no accurate informa­
tion can be had as to the particulars of what was sold, it is believed that the
£150 13s. 4d. before mentioned is all that the town now retains of the
superiority of Provan.”

The lord provost produced a letter from the master of work, repre- New linens
senting the bad state of the linens used in several of the churches of thefor churches-
city at the dispensation of the sacrament, and specifying the quantity of
new linens required; which letter remit to Messrs. James Robertson [and
others], as a committee, to consider the same, with power to order such
new linens for the churches as may seem to be necessary.

There was produced a petition from William Murray, chamber keeper, Petition of
praying for an increase of his salary, which at present is by no means ^pe^.er
sufficient to support himself and his servants; as to which petition,
agreeably to the standing orders, delay coming to any resolution till
next meeting of council.

There was produced a petition from the beadles of the different Beadles
parishes within the royalty, praying for the payment of the whole or at i^^der
least of a part of their accounts for business done by them in taking up militia acts.
lists, &c., under the militia acts, until they can obtain payment of the
said accounts from government; which petition remit to Messrs. Gilbert
Hamilton and John Hamilton to consider the same and to report.

Direct the clerks to write an official letter to the lord lieutenant of Lord provost,
the county, suggesting the propriety of the lord provost of this city being deputy Heu-
appointed one of the deputy lieutenants of Lanarkshire.

Remit to the committee on the Green an application from James Mineral well
Marshall, and others,- for permission to clean out, cover over, and formon banks of
an easy access to a spring of mineral water on the banks of the Clyde, th° Cljde‘
adjoining to the place commonly called the Dominies hole; with power
to the said committee to grant the prayer of the petition, in the event of
their being satisfied that the Green will not be injured bv the proposed
operations; but declaring always that the magistrates shall have power
to order the removal of any erection which may be made at the said spot,
whenever they think proper.

There was produced a set of regulations which had been drawn up Regulations
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and approved of by the magistrates and commissioners of police for pre­
venting obstructions and interruptions to foot passengers walking along
the streets and foot pavements of this city. Which regulations being
considered by the magistrates and council they approve thereof, ratify
and confirm the same, ordain that the said regulations shall take effect
from and after this date, and direct the said regulations to be published
in the newspapers and printed and posted up in the most conspicuous
parts of the city, that none may pretend ignorance thereof. Of which
regulations the tenor follows: —

Whereas passengers walking along the streets and foot pavements of the city
have of late been subjected to frequent and sometimes dangerous obstructions
and interruptions, occasioned by porters and other persons leaving barrows,
casks, &c., on the sides of the streets after it is dark; by sundry persons
carrying planks of wood, furniture, boards, and baskets with bread, &c., along
the foot pavements; by porters stationing themselves on the foot pavements,
and by carters walking along the said foot pavements while driving their carts
and holding the reins of their horses: The lord provost, magistrates, and
council, in order to prevent such obstructions in future, do hereby enact and
ordain the following rules and regulations, in all time coming, which they
are determined to enforce in the strictest manner :—

First. No porter or other person whatever shall allow barrows, casks, or
any such articles to remain on the streets after it is dark, under a penalty of
5s. sterling.

Second. No person or persons whatever shall carry along the foot pave­
ments of this city any hand barrow, any plank of wood, or other piece of
timber, any bulky article of furniture, any ladder or lighted torch, any boards
or large baskets with bread or other articles, any water buckets, pails or
pitchers, or any other bulky articles, of such a description as to annoy foot
passengers, under the like penalty of 5s. for each oSence.

Third. No porter or porters shall station themselves on the foot pavements
of the city, under the like penalty of 5s. for each offence.

Fourth. No carter or waggoner, while driving his cart or waggon along
the streets of the city, shall walk on the foot pavements, under the like penalty
of 5s. for each offence.

The whole of the said penalties to be imposed and levied in a summary
manner by the sitting magistrate in the council chamber, or at the police office, 
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and the one-half thereof to be paid to the informer. And, lastly, the town
and police officers are hereby strictly enjoined to see these regulations carried
into execution by giving immediate information at the council chambers, oi- at
the police office, against transgressors. ’ And they and all othei- persons are
also hereby authorized to seize and take to the police office any barrows, casks,
ladders, or any such articles, which may be found on the streets after it is dark,
that the owners may be discovered and proceeded against in terms of the fore­
said regulations.

The dean of guild stated that the present lease of the Royal Close Royal-Close
cellars expired at Whitsunday first, and suggested the propriety of the
magistrates and council now considering what ought to be done with this
valuable property, whether the present cellars ought merely to be repaired
or whether it would not be more advisable to erect new and more sub­
stantial warehouses. Agreeably to which suggestion the magistrates and
council appoint the committee on the Royal Close cellars, with baillie
Cleland, to inspect the said cellars, to ascertain whether the said property
be liable to any servitudes, to procure plans and estimates and to report
what, in their opinion, ought to be done in the way of repairs, or whether
the said cellars ought to be rebuilt. Farther, authorize the said committee
to let the said cellars for any space not exceeding three years, and on such
terms that the lease may not be an obstacle to the improvements that
may be adopted.

Subscribed feu contract in favor of James King, esquire, of Drums, Feu contract
of an angular piece of ground in Port Glasgow, next the garden belonging j^mes°Ediw
to Mr. King, for payment of 10s. of yearly feuduty.

The dean of guild stated that the amendment made in the regulations Amendment
of the Port Glasgow dock, on 29th August, 1805, allowing vessels to ?f r?gulations
exchange their turns going into the dock, had of late been abused, and that Glasgow
to prevent this in future [additional provision was necessary. Heredock"
follows addition to the 7th article of the regulations, along with a new
table of dock dues, in which the dues payable by vessels admitted into
the dock were raised so as to make them equal to those exacted for
admission into the docks of Greenock. MS. Record, pp. 423-7.] Of which
several additions and amendments the magistrates and council approve.
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14 January 1807
Chamber Having resumed consideration of the petition of William Murray,
salarying- keeper of the council and town clerks chambers, resolve to augment his
mented. salary from £24 to £35 per annum, the first payment of his augmented

salary to commence at the first quarter subsequent to this date, and
authorize the treasurer to pay the same accordingly.

Petition of Of new remit to the present and to the late magistrates the petition
officers. from the town officers for an increase of their salary, with instructions

to consider the same and to report.
Ground at The lord provost produced a letter from Mr. Robert Muirhead, inti-
come/of811 niating his intention to inclose and build upon the triangular piece of
George’s ground at the north west corner of George’s Square, disponed to him by
Square. as iine 0£ roac[ from the canal, communicating with
Reportabout Buchanan Street, was now opened and finished. There was
of a^piece^f5 a^so Pro^nced the following report by the committee appointed
ground. to treat with the heirs of the late Mr. Crawford as to the

purchase of the piece of ground lying on the west of their property
at the head of Queen Street :—“ The committee report that, in consequence
of the death of Mr. Crawford, who was proprietor of the ground, they
understand that the property is now the subject of a law plea before the
court of session, and that at present no bargain can be made for the said
piece of ground.” Which letter remit to the committee formerly appointed
to take charge of the opening of Buchanan Street and the alteration of the
road from the canal, with instructions to consider the said letter and to
report, and still to endeavour to bring about some arrangement with the
heirs of the late Mr. Crawford with regard to the piece of ground on the
west of their property, at present occupied by the road leading from
Port Dundas.

Letter about The lord provost produced a letter from Mr. David Denny, on the
water^fo/the Par^ ^as?ow I'ire Insurance company, pointing out the necessity
fire engines, of some measures being adopted in the meantime for procuring a supply

of water for the engines for extinguishing fires within the city; which
letter remit to the magistrates, with instructions to consider the same,
and with power to give such orders as may be necessary for procuring

About apply- a larger supply of water for the fire engines. Appoint the lord provost
ing bucket
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[and others], as a committee of council, to hold a conference with the dean money in
of guild, and deacon convener and other members of the merchants and firea^18*11116
trades houses, on the propriety of the bucket money, paid by burgesses
at their entry as such, being applied in future in defraying the expense
of extinguishing fires, the purpose for which the said assessment was
originally imposed, and to report.

The committee formerly appointed to take charge of the new police Draft of new
bill laid before the magistrates and council a draft of the proposed bill, produced*
containing several additions and improvements, part of which additions
and improvements having been considered in detail, the magistrates and
council delay the farther discussion of this business till 2 o’clock to­
morrow, to which time adjourn the meeting of council.

15 January 1807

The magistrates and council resumed consideration of the draft of Procedure
the police bill, and of the proposed additions and improvements, of which p^e ^ilT
additions and improvements the magistrates and council approve in
general, appoint the heads of the bill to be printed, and authorize the
committee to take the necessary measures for having the said bill passed
into a law.

There was produced an application from certain inhabitants of the Application
villages of Gorbals, Hutchisontown, Lauriston, and Tradestown, and also inhabitants of
of the villages of Anderston and Finnieston, requesting thatGorbals>
the police establishment of this city may be extended over the town,
said villages, and proposing that the benefits of the said estab- La^eston,
.. n ■ i ii i . Tradestown,lishment should be enjoyed by the inhabitants of the said Anderston,
villages in proportion to the sums respectively raised and contributed stuOnFlnme’
by them. On considering which applications, resolve in general that it
would be desirable to have the police establishment extended over the
suburbs of this city; and farther resolve to concur with the inhabitants
of the above mentioned villages in an application to parliament for
having introduced into the police bill for Glasgow certain clauses con­
taining power to extend the said police establishment over the said
villages, upon such terms as may be afterwards agreed upon between the
city of Glasgow and the inhabitants of the said villages, and provided

2 m
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Precept to
H. & R.
Baird.
High Church.

Regulations
for coal
porters.

the inhabitants of the said villages come under an obligation to defray
any additional expense that may be incurred in consequence of the said
application.

Authorize the treasurer to pay to H. & R. Baird, engineers at the
canal basin, £157 sterling for erecting a new crane at the Broomielaw.

It was stated that about one-half of the Outer church had lately been
inclosed by a wooden erection behind the back seats, which cost about
£90 sterling, and it was moved that the magistrates and council should
grant an allowance of money for completing the same all round the
church, which motion was ordered to lye on the table till next meeting of
council.

Baillies Stewart and Ronald gave in the following regulations with
regard to the fares of coal porters: —
“ We have considered the wages authorized to be exacted by the coal porters by
the last regulations enacted by the magistrates, and beg leave to suggest that
the following table ought to be accepted in place of the old one :—(1) Fox-
carrying a cart of coals upstairs, where the distance from the stair to where the
coals lye shall not exceed 60 feet, 3d. for the first stair and l^d. for each othex*
stair. (2) For carrying a waggon of coals up stairs, where the distance from
the staix- to where the coals lye does not exceed 60 feet, 6d. for the first storry
and 3d. for every other storry. (3) Fox- carrying a cart of coals from any
street or lane into a cellar within 20 feet of where the coals lye, if not down
a stair, 2d., but if down a staix- |d. more; if above 20 feet and not exceeding
60, 3d.; fox* every additional 60 feet Id., and in proportion, or £d. fox* half
that distance. (4) For carrying a waggon of coals from any street or lane
into a cellar within 20 feet of where the coals lye, if not down a stair, 4d., but
if down a stair 5d.; if above 20 feet and not exceeding 60, 6d., and if down
a stair 7d.; fox- every additional 60 feet l|d. fox- each cart, or 3d. fox- each
waggon. (5) That every person, before being allowed to ply as a coal porter,
ought to be required to report their names to one of the town clerks, and to
take out a badge which they ought to be appointed to weax- constantly, undex-
a penalty of 5s. sterling. (6) That every coal porter should be furnished with
a copy of these regulations, which they must produce whenever required, under
a penalty of 5s. sterling. And (lastly) that any coal porter refusing to work
when not engaged, or demanding higher fares than those above specified, should
be subject to a penalty of 5s. sterling for each offence.”
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Of which regulations the magistrates and council approve, and enact
and ordain the same to be observed in all time coming, from and after
this date, under the penalties therein mentioned.

Subscribed disposition in favor of John Craig, esquire, of the small Disposition
stripe of ground in front of his property in Clyde Street, which formerly j^tn'crai^.
formed part of the line of that street.

30 January 1807
On the motion of the dean of guild, on the part of the committee Bill for im-

appointed to take charge of the improvements at the Broomielaw, authorize Broomfelaw.
the said committee, with the assistance of the clerks, to take the necessary
steps for obtaining leave to bring into parliament a bill for carrying
the said improvements into effect.

Having resumed consideration of the motion made at last meeting of Seats in the
council for raising the backs of the seats in the Outer church, agree to the church31511

said motion, on condition that an obligation shall be granted by the
sitters in the said church to guarantee repayment of the expense of
raising the said seats in the same manner as was done when the said
church was new seated.

There was produced a report by the commissioners of police, con- Procedure
taining observations by them on the heads of the new police bill, a draft afOUprene"lal
of which had been laid before them; on considering which observations
the magistrates and council approve of part of the alterations suggested,
and direct the clerks to alter the heads of the bill accordingly.

The lord provost produced the following letter from Mr. Robert Letter from
Shaw:— the feuars of

the barony of
“ My lord,—Since the committees from the various classes of feuars in theGorbals’ &c-
barony of Gorbals had the honor of waiting on your lordship relative to the
police bill for the city of Glasgow being extended to that part of the suburbs, the
committees have had various meetings with their constituents. On deliberately
considering what passed upon the subject, it appears that the proposed junction
in the city bill may occasion its being entirely lost in the house of commons,
by which the feuars will sustain a heavy expense. The feuars understand, also,
that the city commissioners are still much against such a junction, and the
time is found too short for consulting the body of inhabitants or obtaining 
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petitions from them as mentioned by your lordship to be necessary. It has,
therefore, been judged expedient not to urge the matter farther with the city,
but to endeavour to provide for and obtain a separate bill for establishing a
police in the barony of Gorbals. In following out their present intention the
feuars flatter themselves with the countenance and aid of the lord provost and
magistrates of the city of Glasgow, who no doubt feel an interest in the suburbs
being put under good regulations, but particularly the ancient barony of
Gorbals, over which they preside as superiors. I have been directed by the
general committee of feuars in Gorbals, Hutcheston, Laurieston, and Trades-
town, to express to your lordship their sense of the politeness, candour, and
desire for the public good which marked your lordships conduct at the meeting
they attended. I have the honor to be, &c. (signed) Robert Shaw. Gorbals of
Glasgow, 27th January, 1807.”
On considering which letter direct the clerks to take no farther steps
in the application to parliament on the part of the inhabitants of the
barony of Gorbals.

Improvement The clerks laid before the council a memorial on the expediency of
judicatories°r ^tending the proposed plan for the improvement of the administration

of civil justice in Scotland to the local and subordinate judicatures of this
country, a copy of which had been sent to each counsellor; of which
memorial delay the consideration till next meeting of council.

5 February 1807

Letter from
the inhabi­
tants of
Anderston
and Finnie-
ston.

The lord provost stated that he had received a letter from the
inhabitants of Anderston and Finnieston, declining to proceed any farther
in their application for having the police establishment extended over
these villages; on considering which statement direct the clerks to take
no farther steps in the application to parliament on the part of the
inhabitants of the said villages.

The memorial
of the town
clerks rela­
tive to the im­
provement of
the inferior
courts.

The magistrates and council having deliberately considered the
memorial laid before them by the town clerks at last meeting of council,
on the improvement of the corporation jurisdictions of Scotland, and par­
ticularly on the improvement of the corporation courts of this city,
unanimously approve of the suggestions therein contained, resolve to
recommend the said memorial to the notice of the right honorable Lord
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Grenville, of the right honorable the lord advocate of Scotland, and of the
other noblemen and professional gentlemen in parliament who have taken
an interest in the improvement of the administration of civil justice in
this country, and authorize the lord provost to transmit to lord Grenville
and to the lord advocate copies of the said memorial, with the request
of the magistrates and council of this city that if any of the regulations
therein suggested be deemed expedient they may receive the sanction of
the legislature in such a manner as may be thought proper.

The magistrates and council resumed consideration of the draft of the Procedure
police bill, particularly those clauses as to which a final determination had newai of
not been adopted, and resolve as follows, viz.:—That the town shallP°^ceact-
continue, during the subsistence of the act, to contribute, as formerly,
£800 per annum towards defraying the expense of the police establishment,
that the duration of the act shall be fourteen years, but the assessments
shall be increased one fourth in all the different stages, and that the
weighing machines for coals and any revenue that may thence arise shall
belong to and be under the management of the magistrates and council.

The lord provost subscribed a petition for leave to bring in the police Petition for
bill, the tenor of which follows : — in^he^olice5

bin.
“ To the honorable the commons of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland, in parliament assembled : The humble petition of the lord provost,
magistrates, and town council of the city of Glasgow, for themselves and on
behalf of the community of the said city and inhabitants thereof, sheweth,—
That an act passed in the 39th and 40th years of his Majesty’s reign, intituled
“ An act for extending the royalty [&C.1] ; and it was thereby enacted that those
parts of this act which relate to the laying on and levying the assessments,
appointing officers, clerks, collectors and watchmen, dividing the said city into
districts or wards, and appointing commissioners of the said wards, should
continue in force for seven years from and after the passing of the said act
and to the end of the then next session of parliament and no longer, but that
all the other parts of the said act should be perpetual. That the said act in
general, and such parts thereof in particular which are now near expiring, have
produced the most beneficial effects to the inhabitants of the said city, and ought
to be continued, and your petitioners have learned by experience that larger

1 39 and 40 Geo. III., o. 83. See appended Abstract of Charters, &c., 30 June 1800.
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and more ample powers are necessary for carrying the said act into execution,
but as these purposes cannot be accomplished without the aid and authority of
parliament, your petitioners humbly pray this honorable house that leave may
be given to bring in a bill for continuing such parts of the said act as are
now near expiring, for giving farther and more ample powers for carrying the
same into execution and for explaining and amending the said act; and your
petitioners shall ever pray. Signed and sealed [etc.] at Glasgow, the 5th day
of February, 1807 years. (Signed) James Mackenzie.”

Steam engine On the suggestion of Mr. Newbigging, remit to baillie Cleland [and
Streetntr°Se °thers], as a committee, to concur with the other adjoining proprietors

if it appear advisable in opposing the intended erection of a steam engine
in the neighbourhood of the weigh house.

Hamilton Refuse an application from Robert Smith, architect, for payment of
' the expense of causewaying Hamilton Street, in respect houses have not

been built upon two thirds of the sides of the said street.
Petition for There was produced a petition from Messrs. Wilson, More, and Wood,
Of the^pfs-1"3 as a committee of the managers of the Episcopal chapel in Glasgow,
copal chapel, praying the magistrates and council to authorize the managers of the said

chapel to enclose and use as burying ground the small angle of ground
situated between the south wall of the present burying ground and
Camlachie burn; which application remit to baillie Stuart [and others]
to consider the same and to report.

Regulations On the motion of the baillie on the river and firth of Clyde, appoint
mastersll0re sa^ baillie [and others], as a committee, to revise the present regula­

tions for the shore master and for the government of vessels at the
Broomielaw, and to suggest such alterations and improvements thereon as
may seem necessary and proper.

Intended The dean of guild called the attention of the council to the state of
tiveto the** ibe P0*11^ out bow inadequate it was for the great number of
jail. prisoners confined in it, and intimated his intention of making a motion,

at a future meeting of council, for having this important subject taken
into consideration.

13 February 1807
Reportabout The committee on the Port Glasgow dry dock gave in a report, of
eelling Port the tenor follows : —
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“ The committee upon Port Glasgow dry dock having, through the dean of Glasgow dry
guild, verbally hinted, at a late meeting of council, that in their opinion itdock’
was a property which, from so frequently requiring heavy repairs and from the
probability of these repairs becoming hereafter both more frequent and heavier,
had yielded and would yield very uncertain returns, and a property therefore
which it would be better for the town to part with, they beg leave now, then,
to make a fuller report. They have again considered the matter most atten­
tively, and from the very great additional sum, say not less than about £700,
which will be immediately required to put this dock into an efficient state, and
to follow out, indeed, the views which part of the late outlay was expended for,
they are confirmed in the opinion that it will be expedient to sell it, and are
further of the mind that if the council should concur with them in this idea
now is the time, before any more expense is incurred, to make such a sale. The
difficulty lies in what may be judged the best way of accomplishing it, but the
committee, for the consideration of the council, will here state what has been
suggested among them and what they conceive may, all things considered, be the
most beneficial mode of disposing of this property.

They see a great deal of danger in allowing such a public establishment
to fall into the hands of any private proprietor or proprietors. Were he oi' they
to exercise their right of property either in a capricious or partial manner,
which is by no means improbable, or avariciously to raise the
rates beyond reasonable bounds or beyond the Greenock dock rates,
the trade of Port Glasgow would thereby not only be much
harassed in the meantime, but might be driven by degrees from the port
altogether. To this, the committee are aware, it may very readily be answered
that a proprietors own interest will dictate both civil and impartial conduct
and reasonable demands. And was the city of Glasgow totally unconnected
with the town of Port Glasgow the answer in the present instance would be
a very sufficient one. But Glasgow continues too much identified with Port
Glasgow to determine upon running any such risk or not to be deeply interested
in its prosperity and not to wish to continue the guardian and protector of its
trade. Let it be remembered that the city of Glasgow, as trustee for Port
Glasgow harbour, has borrowed on that account, and are bound for many
thousand pounds. Should any measure of theirs, then, tend to drive the trade
from the port, and the harbour dues be thereby to any extent reduced, they
would not only have long to regret the adoption of such a measure, but would
have to sit down at leist probably with a considerable loss.
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For these reasons the committee give it as their opinion that this dock
should not be sold to any individual or number of private persons. But it
may be sold to the community of the town of Port Glasgow, whose interest in
the prosperity of the port will naturally dictate reasonable plans for the
management of the dock, and the committee have reason to believe that rather
than it should fall into private hands that community will become the purchaser
upon equitable terms. Or what will probably, if practicable, please this council
as well, and the committee think will be fully as agreeable to the people of
Port Glasgow, the dock may be transferred at once to the harbour funds, and
thereby become identified with it and with its going on improvements, and
continue for ever hereafter to belong to it. The dock would thereby, too, still
continue under the management and direction of the town council as trustees
for the harbour. This plan, to be sure, will somewhat retard parts of the other
improvements of the harbour, which have for a while been eagerly looked after,
but the people of Port Glasgow will, it is believed, cheerfully enough submit to
such a temporary privation rather than allow the dock to become private
property. What the committee, then, would now recommend to the council is
that they should authorize the committee to make this sale without delay, either
to the community of the town of Port Glasgow, upon the best terms they can,
or the harbour of Port Glasgow, after consulting the town clerks about the
best legal mode of making such a transfer. And in closing such a bargain the
committee will steadily keep in view the rise of revenue which the late adopted
regulations will necessarily create. There is, first, the assimilation of the
rates to those in Greenock, there is next the admission of vessels under 100 tons
into the dock, and there is lastly the increase of dock dues which the late and
intended outlay will certainly establish.”

Committee to On considering which report the magistrates and council approve thereof,
carry the sale auj authorize the same committee, with the assistance of the clerks, to
tion. adopt the necessary measures for carrying into effect the proposed sale of

the said dock in such a manner as they shall judge most expedient and for
the interest of the community.

Report on the The dean of guild, on the part of the committee on the improvements
improve- the Broomielaw, stated that they had now procured Mr. Rennies planments at the . J 1 .
Broomielaw. and estimate for a wet dock, and other accomodation for the shipping

trading to this port, and submitted to the council the following statement
on this subject, which the committee proposed to lay before the merchants
and traders interested in the navigation of the river: —
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