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The original Constitution of the House is contained in the Letter of 
Guildry of 1605.It was ratified by Act of the Scottish Parliament 1672, 
Chap.129 It was subsequently modified by subsequent usage and defmed 
more clearly by the Decree of Declarator of the Court of Session of 1777, 
and by subsequent statutes. 

The Royal Burghs 
To understand the Trades House and what gave rise to the Letter of 
Guildry, one has to go back to the times when the Scottish Royal Burghs 
began to flourish. 

Nearly all such Burghs were from an early date after their constitution by 
the Crown, managed by a Town Council of select Burgesses or Freemen 
belonging to the Merchant or land owning class. 

The Merchant Guild 

The Merchants had Guilds or Associations which were in some cases 
constituted at the same time as the Burgh itself, in others shortly 
afterwards. 

However, there was a large class of Freemen in each Burgh who did not 
belong to the Merchant Guild. They were not so wealthy. They supported 
themselves by what was looked upon at that time as a means of 
livelihood unworthy of the dignity of a Merchant, namely the calling of 
Master Craftsmen. It soon became evident to these Craftsmen that unless 
they combined in a similar way to the Merchants, who had their Guild, 
from which all Craftsmen were excluded, they would never have fair play 
as Craftsmen nor a fair say in the management of the Burgh, to which 
they claimed their superior numbers at least gave them the right. 
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The Crafts 

The Scottish Craftsmen imitated the example of their brethren in England 
and the Continent by forming voluntary associations of their own, which 
were primarily intended to look after the interests of the Craft and the 
Craft Burgesses and to assist craftsmen and their families who might be 
in need. They were also intended as a form of combination through 
which to claim public rights. 

At a still later stage, these Craft Guilds each obtained legal recognition 
from the Burgh by means of a Charter or a Seal of Cause. This, however 
was found insufficient to enable them to fight the Merchants, in their 
desire for a due share in the management of the Burgh. Each Trade was a 
separate Association or Incorporation by itself and the Craftsmen as a 
whole were not combined. 

This weakness was got over in the Scottish Royal Burghs by the Crafts 
federating. the Deacons of the Crafts met together, along with one or two 
masters of each Craft and appointed a Chairman to preside over their 
deliberations, whom they called their" Convener" and to distinguish him 
from other conveners, he was known as the Deacon Convener. 

The body, which thus met, came to be known as "the Convenery of the 
Burgh", but these conveneries and the Deacon Convener himself were of 
voluntary creation and only in a few instances did they ever obtain legal 
sanction 

However, Glasgow was not a Royal Burgh. It had no corporate Merchant 
Guild, although it had by the end of the sixteenth century, fourteen 
incorporated trades. It had no Convenery of Trades. 

The Merchants must have had some form of association prior to 1604, 
when their disputes with the Craftsmen culminated in arbitration. 
Also the Deacons of the Crafts often met together to discuss matters of 
common interest. 

However, the situation in Glasgow was different from that in a Royal 
Burgh. 
In Glasgow, while the Crafts all had their Seals of Cause by 1605, the 
Merchant Burgesses as a class had obtained no legal recognition. 
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The Burgess Freemen were all Burgesses and no more, whether 
Merchants or Craftsmen, but the Merchants dominated the Town Council 
and the Magistracy. 

The Letter of Guildry February 6 1605 

The dispute between the Merchants and the Craftsmen in 1604 probably 
arose out of the repeated requests made by the Convention of Royal 
Burghs to the Merchants in Glasgow to form a Guild. This was opposed 
strenuously by the Crafts on every occasion when it was mooted, because 
the Craftsmen knew that a Guild would strengthen the Merchants and 
give them greater power in the Town Council, where their power was 
great enough already. 
The disputes became so serious that the matter was referred to arbitration 
and in less than four months, the document, now known as the Letter of 
Guildry was issued. 

It created a Guildry for the first time in Glasgow and gave official 
sanction to a new combination among the Merchants from which 
eventually arose the Merchants House and to the federation of the Trades, 
from which arose a Convenery with a Deacon Convener at its head, now 
known as the Trades House. 

Glasgow was unique in that the old distinction between the Merchants 
and the Tradesmen was emphasised. Once entered as Burgesses and 
Guild Brethem the Freemen became associated with one or other of the 
two groups. These groups never came together for any purpose except 
through their representatives in the Dean of Guild Court ( now since May 
1975, the Dean of Guild Court Trust) 

Qualifications for Membership 

A Freeman who did not make his choice between the Merchants and the 
Tradesmen, remained a simple Burgess and was not accounted a Guild 
Brother. 
There were three classes of inhabitants in the Burgh:-

(1) Non Burgess ( with no trade rights); 

(2) Burgess ( with only such trade rights as did not infringe those of the 
Merchant and Craft Guild Brethem ); 
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(3) Burgess and Guild Brother (a) of Merchant Rank or (b) of Trade 
Rank; 

Fines (Entry money) were charged at each stage ofthe citizen's 
qualification. 

A fine to the Town Council for Burgess-ship (In modem times, the fee 
paid to the City Council for the issue of a Burgess ticket) 

A fme to the Guildry for entry as a Guild Brother, which was paid to 
either the Merchants House or the Trades House depending on the class 
in which the new Burgess wished to enrol. (In the case of the Trades 
House, the matriculation fee paid to the House) 

The administration of these funds was in the hands of the Dean of Guild 
with the advice of his Merchant Council and the Deacon Convener, with 
the advice of the Deacons and their assistants, respectively. 

The Letter of Guildry thus created in Glasgow a unique triple 
organisation, as follows:-

(1) The Dean of Guild and his council of eight - four from each of the 
Merchants House and four from the Trades House- forming the Dean of 
Guild Court ( now the Dean of Guild Court Trust - see below) 

(2) The Dean of Guild with his Merchants Council and such other 
merchants as he may choose, managing the Merchants Hospital 
and its funds. This is now known as the Merchants House, being made 
up of those who are Guild Brethern of the Merchant rank and is governed 
by the Dean of Guild and the Directors of the Merchants House 

(3) The Deacon Convener, with the Deacons of the Crafts and their 
assistants, managing the Trades Hospital and its funds. This is now the 
Trades House, made up of the representatives of the fourteen 
incorporated trades, under the chairmanship of the Deacon Convener. 

In addition to these three bodies, was the "Town's Great Council" 
comprising the Provost, Magistrates, Dean of Guild ex officio, Deacon 
Convener ex officio and the Merchant and Trade Councillors 
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The House and the Town Council 

King James VI in 1606 decided that the Town Councillors should consist 
of Merchants and Tradesmen in equal numbers. However, the Merchants 
from 1606 until 1833 had a majority of magistrates and by law a 
Tradesman could not be Lord Provost. 

In 1833, the Burgh Reform Act introduced the free election of 
Councillors who in turn chose their own Provost and Magistrates. The 
Merchant Burgesses continued to monopolise the Provost's chair in 
Glasgow until 1880, when for the first time in the history of Glasgow a 
Craft Burgess, Councillor John Ure, Baker, became Lord Provost of the 
City. 

The Merchants, the Craftsmen and the Maltmen ( a craft which was 
incorporated by the Letter of Guildry) had no power to elect their heads 
by popular vote. These three bodies required to submit leets to the Town 
Council, who would choose the Dean of Guild, the Deacon Convener and 
the Visitor of the Maltmen. The 1833 Act abolished the right of the Town 
Council to choose the Deacon Convener and for the first time in two 
hundred and twenty eight years the Deacon Convener became leader of 
the Burgess Craftsmen by popular election. 

Under the Letter of Guildry, the Burgh Reform Act of 1833, the Town 
Councils ( Scotland) Act and the Local Government ( Scotland) Act 
1947, the Deacon Convener is an ex officio member of the Town Council 
( now City Council) 
When the Local Government ( Scotland) Act 1973 abolished non-elected 
posts on town councils, the Deacon Convener, along with the Lord Dean 
of Guild, was invited to attend Council meetings, as an honorary 
member, but without the right to speak or vote. This arrangement 
continues to the present day. The Deacon Convener still retains the 
position of the third citizen of Glasgow. 

The House has always been invited by the Lord Provost and the Council 
to join them in all important public events and civic functions. 

Membership of the House 

The Trades House, originally known as the Convener's Council, 
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subsequently, in 1668, became known as "The Deacon Convener's 
House". " Councillors of the Crafts House" was first used in 1676 and 
this in the course of time became the favourite title, but "Crafts House" 
gradually changed to the present title. 

The Deacon Convener's Council was first composed of the Deacons and 
certain assistants belonging to each Craft chosen by the Deacon 
Convener. The autocratic power of the Deacon Convener was taken out 
of his hands in 1640 and thereafter each Deacon chose the assistants he 
wished to sit with him in the House. 

This practice continued until the Burgh Reform Act of 1833, subject to a 
few modifications. 
Each Deacon of the preceding year should always have a seat in the 
House, also the Trades Bailie and the Water Bailie, if a Craftsman, the 
late Deacon Convener and the late Collector of the House. 
At first, the number of assistants from each Craft varied, but in 1647, the 
total representatives became fixed at fifty four and remained the same 
until 1920 

The Office-Bearers, viz:- The Deacon Convener, Collector, Late 
Convener, and Late Collector, known as "the Platform" were additional 
extra ordinary Members when they belonged to those crafts which 
elected fewer than four representatives to the House, so that in some 
years there were 58 members in all. 

It is not known how the proportion of representatives was 
reached e.g. The Hammermen had six: the Weavers, four: the dyers, only 
two. The imbalance of representation eventually gave rise to discontent. 

In 1771 an attempt was made to alter the unequal number of 
representatives from each Craft, but after a case in the Court of Session 
which lasted six years, it was decided that the number of representatives 
from each Craft could not be altered. The precedence of each Craft had 
become fixed, the Hammermen, ranking first and the Bonnetmakers last. 

In 1833, the right of the Deacons and Visitor of the Maltmen to nominate 
their assistants ceased and the qualified Freemen of each Craft now elect 
annually their Deacon and Visitor, and their representatives in the House 
by direct vote. 
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By the Glasgow Trades House Order Confirmation Act 1920, the 
representation in the House was changed to the following:-

Hammermen, Tailors, Cordiners, Maltmen six representatives each 

Weavers, Bakers, Skinners, Wrights, Coopers, 
Fleshers, Masons, Gardeners, Barbers, four representatives each 
Bonnetmakers & Dyers 

However, on 14th 1969, the House resolved that when a member ofthe 
Platform represented a Craft entitled to four representatives that craft 
should have the right to nominate a supernumerary member to attend 
House meetings. This is a private extra statutory arrangement and such 
supernumerary members have no vote in the House. 

This representation continues to the present day. 

Residence or Business qualification 
By resolution ofthe House on October 1835/Jan31 1882 

" A freeman who is duly enrolled upon the last qualified roll of the 
Incorporation to be represented by him, and is entered as Burgess of that 
particular Craft, and is in the occupancy of a dwelling - house or a place 
of business ''within the Municipal boundaries of the City of Glasgow as at 
present defined by Act of Parliament" ( the Glasgow Boundaries Act, 
1937, sec. 4 ) shall be qualified to hold office in his Incorporation, and to 
be elected, and to sit as a representative of his Incorporation in this 
House, while he continues to possess these qualifications, and in so far 
varies and alters the Seventh Bye-Law, enacted upon 17th September 
1833, and the ancient law of the House- Members of the Incorporation of 
Maltmen and Gardeners, under the ancient law, and Bonnetmakers and 
Dyers, under the Bye-Law of 7th October 1833, being qualified to be 
elected and to sit as Representatives in the House, although not resident 
or in possession of a place of business within the said municipal 
boundaries of the City of Glasgow" 
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Note: 

In 1986, the Town Clerk was authorised to admit as Burgesses "by 
adoption", foreign nationals with strong business, educational or cultural 
links with the City 

Disqualification 

26th May 1722 

"No person admitted, or that hereafter be admitted Freeman with any of 
the Trades of this Burgh, and that has received, or shall hereafter receive, 
by himself, or any of his children in his family, any pension or charity 
from the Trade, shall be capable or be allowed to bear any office in his 
Trade, or have liberty to vote in any of the elections of the Office bearers 
therein, or other administrations of the same. Nor shall any such Freeman, 
admitted or to be admitted, who is, or shall be, owing anything to the 
box, or poor of the Trade- either quarter accounts, freedom fines, 
apprentice or journeyman's booking money, or upon any other account
be capable or be allowed to bear any office in his Trade, nor have the 
liberty to vote in any of the elections of the Office Bearers thereof, or 
other administrations of the same, unless all such pensions and charity 
received, and debts due, be paid in to the collector for the use of the poor 
at least eight days before the day of any such Office bearer, or such 
administration aforesaid, for preventing confusion on the day of such 
election or other administration." 

Admission of Ladies to the Fourteen Incorporated Trades 

The Minute of the House Meeting of 26th September 2002 contains the 
following entry:-

"The House unanimously acknowledges the unanimity of the 14 
Incorporated Trades in each not objecting to any other of their number 
admitting women" 

Meetings of the House 

The Letter of Guildry, Section 40, provided that the Deacon Convener 
"shall convene all the Deacons of the crafts, and their assistants, at such 
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times as occasion shall require and shall judge betwixt them, and any of 
them, in matters pertaining to the Crafts and Callings, and shall make 
Acts and Statutes for good order among them, with the advice of the rest 
of the Deacons and their assistants ...... ". 

Over the years to the current day, by resolutions of the House the 
arrangements for meetings of the House have been established and the 

present arrangements are set out in the Bye-laws. 

At such meetings, the Late Convener and the present Collector shall 
occupy chairs to the right and left of the Deacon Convener, hitherto 
occupied by the Trades Bailies. (10th October 1833 ) 

At a meeting of the House in the Tron Kirk on 16th November 1742, it 
was enacted that" The House for decency and order at their meetings 
now and in all time coming ordain that each member in all public 
meetings of the House or the Deacons, direct his discourse to the Deacon 
Convener only and that no member shall direct his discourse to one 
another nor interrupt one another in speaking to the Deacon Convener ..... 
And each member transgressing the premises shall be turned out of the 
House and have no vote therein until they pay one shilling to the 
Collector for the use of the poor" 

The Deacon Convener shall have a deliberative as well as the casting vote 
in case of equality, at all meetings of the House. 

Functions of the Trades House 

The early functions of the Deacon Convener's Council were:-

(1) To choose leets for the Deacon Convenership, from which the Town 
Council made choice. 

(2) To appoint four lyners to the Dean of Guild's Council or Court. 

(3) To manage the Crafts Hospital. 

(4) To administer the funds of that hospital and the funds coming to the 
Deacon Convener from the Entry Money of Craft Guild Brethem and 
from other sources. 
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(5) To make acts and statutes for good order among the Crafts. 

(6) To judge in matters concerning the Crafts. 

In the first four of these functions, the Convener's Council had absolute 
power. 

In the last two, acting as a Parliament and a Court, their resolutions and 
judgements were subject to review by the Town Council and from them 
to the Court of Session. 
These latter functions are now practically non existent following on the 
abolition of the exclusive privileges of trading in 1846. 

Relations between the Trades House and the Crafts 

Each Craft managed its own affairs and only in matters which concerned 
the Crafts in common did the Deacon Convener's Council come into 
play. 

The Deacon Convener's Council can be compared to a federal union like 
the United States. The Crafts are the individual states in the Union and 
the Trades House representatives can be likened to the Federal Assembly. 

The relations between the Convener's Council and the Crafts 
were very varied. 

The Acts and Statutes covered many interesting subjects e.g regulations 
for the elections of Deacon and the House representatives. Sometimes 
they concerned particular Crafts only e.g No Hammerman shall make 
Woodwork of Clocks and no Wright shall make the ironwork. The most 
frequent work of the Council was the ratification of Acts and Bye-Laws 
passed by individual Crafts and sent to the Convener's Council for 
approval. This practice of referring Bye Laws to the House is still 
continued. 

The Judgements of the House in disputes were also varied. Disputes arose 
concerning the admission of members to the Crafts, the election of office 
bearers, trading rights, factions in the Crafts, discipline amongst the 
members or among journeymen or apprentices and disputes between two 
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Crafts. The House had on one occasion to judge of the legality of the 
journeymen forming a Trade Union. 

Regulating Powers of the House 

The Act of 1846, for the abolition of the exclusive privileges of trading in 
the Burghs in Scotland, provides that notwithstanding such abolition, the 

"Guilds, Crafts, and Incorporations shall retain their corporate character, 
and shall continue to be Incorporations with the same names and titles as 
heretofore, and nothing herein contained shall anywise affect the rights 
and privileges of such Incorporations or of the Office Bearers or 
Members thereof' 

"Any difference that shall fall out in any particular Trade with respect to 
the management of their stock, election of their Deacons or other Office 
bearers shall, in the first instance, be brought before the House to be 
determined; and for that end the Deacon Convener for the time shall, 
upon application made to him in writing, by the Deacon of any Trade 
wherein any difference shall fall out, or by any private Member pretended 
injured, convene the House for determining the said difference" 

Feb 261784 

"Each party who shall prefer a complaint to the House shall, with the said 
complaint, lodge with the Collector one pound sterling; and each party 
complained on shall, with his answer to such complaint, lodge the like 
sum with the Collector: and the party losing the plea shall forfeit the sum 
lodged by him for the use of the poor, and the party who shall again the 
plea shall have the twenty shillings lodged by him returned to him". 

June 3 1800 

" Authorise the Convener, in all time coming, when any petition or 
complaint is presented to him, to give out the same to answer without 
calling a meeting of the Deacons and Extraordinary members, so that the 
procedure may be ripe for deciding before a Meeting is called." 
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The Deacon Convener 

Section 40 of the Letter of Guildry provides as follows:-

" It is agreed and contracted that yearly, in time coming, there shall be a 
Deacon Convener, who shall ever be of the rank of Craftsman and their 
Assistants, who shall yearly be chosen ........ by the Deacons of the Crafts 
and their assistants and is to be one of the most wise and worthy among 

the said Craftsmen and their assistants; and the Deacon Convener shall 
not bear office above two years together, and shall always be an ordinary 
Councillor of the Town's Great Council and have a principal key of the 
town's charter chest to keep and shall be sworn .... faithful in his office. 
He shall convene all the Deacons of Crafts and their assistants at such 
times as occasion shall require, and shall judge betwixt them and any of 
them, in matters pertaining to the Crafts and Callings; and shall make 
Acts and Statutes for good order among with the advice of the rest of the 
Deacons and their Assistants." 

[Note: Since 1978, the Deacon Convener has served for one year] 

On 17th September 1833, the House resolved" Upon the second 
Wednesday of October annually, the House consisting of the whole 
members who shall have been Members during the year preceding and 
until that day, along with the newly elected Deacons and Visitor, shall 
meet and by the direct vote of the whole persons there assembled, 
elect from among the persons who had been members of the House 
during the preceding year, one to be Deacon Convener of the Trades, and 
another to be Collector of the House, for the ensuing year:" 

[The arrangement for the election of the Deacon Convener and the 
Collector of the House on the second Wednesday of October annually is 
confirmed in Section 17(1) of the 1920 Act.] 

At a meeting in the Trades Hospital on 9th October 1751, enacted" The 
person who shall this day be elected Deacon Convener and all ensuing 
Conveners, shall wear and use a black velvet upper coat at all public 
meetings and appearances and as oft as such Deacon Convener shall think 
proper; and for encouraging the Deacon Convener for wearing such habit, 
and towards the expense thereof, the House ordains their Collector to pay 
out of the House funds the sum of fifteen pounds sterling to the Deacon 
Convener after his election and to every ensuing Convener the like sum; 
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and declare the Deacon Convener is to have no further demand of the 
House, although he be continued two years in office, on account of the 
said velvet coat; and in case he do not wear the said velvet coat, he is to 
have no claim to the foresaid sum" 

Note: For many years the Deacon Conveners have not claimed this sum. 

The Deacon Convener is now paid expenses to cover the cost of the coat 
and some travelling costs. 

On 31 st December 1766, the House resolved that the Deacon Convener 
and his successors in office shall wear a gold chain and medal as the 

badge of his office, and the same shall be handed down from Convener to 
Convener, and the expense of the same shall be paid out of the funds of 
the House. The arms of the several Incorporations shall be engraved on 
one side of the medal "and some other device shall be put on the other 
side." 

The House, probably as being one of the three great bodies politic in 
Glasgow, and perhaps also because in former years it promoted the 
establishment of many of the public, benevolent and educational 
institutions of the City by grants from its funds and other means, has 
become entitled under the constitutions of these institutions to 
representatives to their managing boards. 

The Deacon Convener was, among others, ex officio :-

A Town Councillor (See Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973 ) 
A Patron of Hutchesons' Hospital 
An Honorary Manager of the Savings Bank * 
A Director of the Association for the Relief of Incurables 
A Director under McAlpine's Trust * 
A Director of the Sailors Home * 
A Director of the Incorporated Glasgow Old Man's Friend Society 
and Old Women's Home (more recently known as Balmanno House) * 
A Court House Commissioner* 
A Member of the St Mungo Prize Committee 
A Member of Council of the City of Glasgow Society of Social Service 
A Trustee of the No 602 (City of Glasgow ) Squadron AAF Trust Fund 
A J P for the County of the City of Glasgow * 

Note: Those appointments indicated by * are no longer in force 
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The Collector of the House 

"The Deacon Convener, with the advice of the rest of the Deacons and 
their Assistants, shall have power to elect Collectors, one or more, for the 
gathering in of the rents, annuals and duties pertaining to their Hospital 
and the management of the funds of the House, who shall be accountable 
to the Deacon Convener and the rest of the Deacons and their Assistants 
for his intromissions, upon eight days' warning, as he shall be required." 
(Letter of Guildry, Section 42 ) 

On 17th September 1782 and subsequently on 16th September 1806, the 
House decided on the following arrangements:-

The Collectors hereafter to be chosen to the House shall at no time allow 
more than sixty pounds sterling ofthe House's money to remain in their 
hands at one and the same time, and whenever they are possessed of 
money belonging to the House exceeding said sum, they shall 
immediately lodge the excess with one of the Banking Companies in 
Glasgow, in name of the Convener and Collector, for the time being, for 
such interest as can be got therefor - the money lodged to be drawn out 
by drafts by the Convener and Collector, from time to time, as the affairs 
may reqUIre. 

At a meeting on 15th October 1803, the House resolved that: 

"Every Collector to be hereafter elected by the House shall find security, 
by two cautioners, to the satisfaction of the House, for the faithful 
discharge of this duties, to the extent of five hundred pounds." 

Feb 25 1864 

" All accounts contracted by either the Committee on the Buildings or the 
Committee on Kelvinbank and any other committee appointed by the 
House, shall be checked by that particular Committee as, but shall not be 
paid by the Collector until passed by the Finance committee; but the 
duties of the Finance Committee shall not extend to the Delegates on the 
Gorbals Lands." 

Oct 15 1846 
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"The Collector of the House shall in all time coming keep a cash book, in 
which shall be duly entered all his cash transactions for the House. The 
cash book shall be supplied by the House, shall be kept and delivered to 
the Collectors successively, shall be the property of the House, and shall 
be exhibited at all times, when the Deacon Convener or the House shall 
desire exhibition of the same". 

The Funds 

"All that is gotten and received from any Craftsmen and their Assistants, 
who shall enter Guild Brother, shall be applied to their Hospital and 
decayed brethren of the Craftsmen, or to any other good and pious use 
which may tend to the advancement of the common weal of the Burgh 
and that by the Deacon Convener, with the advice of the rest of the 
Deacons." (Letter of Guildry , section 22 ) 

28 September 1849 
The funds of the House shall be available for the support of decayed 
Members of the Convenery and the widows and unmarried daughters of 
deceased Members in indigent circumstances; for aids, by donation or 
otherwise, to public institutions and benevolent objects; and for the 
promotion of public measures for the advantage of the House and 
Incorporations, and the good of the community of Glasgow. 

The funds of the Trades House have gradually accumulated from surplus 
Guildry fines, from gifts and bequests of past member, and from profits 
derived from the purchase and sale of lands in the districts in and around 
Glasgow. The Guildry fines or entry money paid by Guild Brethem of the 
Craft Rank, as regulated by the Letter of Guildry 1605 have from that 
time been paid to the Trades House. Of the "Bucket Money" ( an ancient 
charge exacted from every Burgess, whether Merchant or Craftsman, at 
entry, as a contribution to the expense of supplying buckets used in 
extinguishing fires in the Burgh) one half is paid annually to the House. 
The yearly revenue was carefully expended, and the surplus judicially 
invested, chiefly in lands, which have either been feued or sold outright to 
great advantage. The discontinuance of the Almshouse in 1790, and its 
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sale in 1806, also augmented the capital stock; and finally, the funds have 
on many occasions been added to by gifts and bequests of past members. 
( See separate section on Bequests and Trusts) 

Matriculation Fees 

All Burgesses and Guild Brethern enrolling as such on and after 1 st 

January 1911 upon joining an Incorporation shall be charged a 
Matriculation Fee of £2. 2s (£2.10) payable to the Collector of the House, 
in addition to the usual Guildry Fines payable to the Town Clerk. 
( The matriculation fee was increased to £4.4s (£4.20) from 1 st January 
1958. 
"Provided that no further increase in the Guildry Fine or Matriculation 
Fee and no similar fme or fee shall be proposed to, or considered by, the 
House without six months prior intimation to the Incorporations so that 
their Representatives in the House may receive the instructions of their 
Craft how to act, and thereafter no resolution of the House with this 
object shall have force or effect unless and until it has been voted by not 
less than two thirds of the whole Representatives of the House" ( Minutes 
of the House dated 8th November 1910, 19th December 1910 and February 
1911) 

Upon payment ofthe Fee, the Burgess ticket of an entrant matriculating 
as Guild Brother shall be sent by the Clerk of other official of the 
Entrant's Incorporation to the Clerk of the House to be impressed with 
the official Matriculation Seal as evidence of payment. The Burgess 
Ticket shall immediately be sealed and returned to the entrant's 
Incorporation. 
The name of each Burgess and Guild Brother matriculating shall at the 
same time be entered by the Clerk of the House in a Matriculation Roll 
Book and thereafter each payment appearing there shall be entered 
opposite the entrant's name in the official copy of the Roll of Burgesses 
and Guild Brethern 

Application of Funds 

The revenue of the Trades House Funds has been applied for the 
following purposes:-

(a) Public Purposes 
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1. Granting of donations for public objects and to public institutions, and 
otherwise promoting or opposing public measures which affect the 
community of Glasgow. 

2. Donations or annual subscriptions to local charitable and benevolent 

institutions, to the managing boards of which the House sends 
representatives. 

3. Aids for any " good and pious use which may tend to the advancement 
of the common weal of the Burgh". 

(b) Private Purposes 

4. Protecting the rights, privileges and interests of the House and the 
fourteen Incorporations. 

5 Pensions to decayed Craftsmen who are Burgesses and Guild Brethern, 
and to their widows and unmarried daughters, but only after they have 
already been granted pensions by their respective Incorporations, and 
have been recommended for a pension from the House by the 
Incorporation with which they are connected. 

6. Pensions and grants to persons qualified under the conditions of the 
several mortifications or bequests in the administration of the House. 

7. Bursaries to students under three foundations, also under the Buchanan 
Bequest, in the administration of the House. 

8. Administering Trust Funds for specific objects. 

Note: The Trades House has now been recognised as Charity according to 
Scots law and the new constitution has purposes which are different from 
the above (2009) Reference should be made to the Declaration and Bye 
Laws. 

Pensions 

Immediately after the issue of the Letter of Guildry, a Deed of Agreement 
was entered into between thirteen of the present fourteen incorporated 
trades providing for the erection and maintenance of an Almshouse for 
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the use of the poor of the Crafts. The Almshouse was built, "next adjacent 
to the college of Glasgow" . The buildings of the Almshouse and the 
garden extended from Kirk Street, now High Street to the north of 
Rottenrow. 

On the closure of the Almshouse in 1790, the Agreement between the 
Crafts for its foundation and its administration became void. By this time, 
however, there had arisen the practice of granting supplementary 
pensions to decayed Guild Brethem who could not be accommodated in 
the old building. 

The free revenue of which the Convener's Council now became 
possessed was not for many years made use of to increase either the 
number or the amount of these pensions. But the Council began to 
enlarge and extend its grants to "other good and godly work, tending to 
the advancement of the commonweal", by contributing to the numerous 
public schemes promoted in Glasgow, as the town grew and prospered. 
Large sums were voted to assist in raising military battalions to prosecute 
the American War, and the War in France; in fact, at that period the 
House raised a Battalion known as The Trades House Battalion of 
Volunteers, the colours of which are still preserved in the Trades Hall. 

Sums were also voted to promote the Sabbath School movement, to 
establish and maintain the first general Poorhouse; to institute the 
Infirmaries, Asylums and Hospitals: to assist the University, Anderson's 
College and other educational bodies: for making the Clyde navigable; 
for the promotion of railways and canals; and on many occasions, 
towards the relief of the general poor of the City, the unemployed and 
national distress. 

Originally,the House did not exist only for the purpose of granting 
pensions and making grants for wider charitable purposes. 

For a century and a half the House did a great deal of political work, 
petitioning for and against and criticising Bills before Parliament, but not 
in a party spirit. It is impossible to gather from the House records whether 
the Craftsmen at that time were Whigs or Tories. They looked at Bills in 
a broadminded way in the interest of trade or the city or the country in 
general. 
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The House and the Dean of Guild Court 

In terms of the Letter of Guildry, four members of the House are annually 
elected, as Dean of Guild Court Councillors,( known as lyners ) the other 
four Councillors of the Court and the Lord Dean himself, being elected 
by the Merchants House. 

In the sixteenth century the jurisdiction of the Court related mainly to 
disputes between neighbours over boundaries, or the maintenance and use 
of property. Later by an ordinance of the Town Council in 1728 anyone 
erecting or altering a building had to apply to the Court for permission. 

For reference: Glasgow Dean of Guild Court: a History, 
by Andrew lackson ( 1983) 

In terms of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973, as part of the 
reform of local government, the Court was abolished in May 1975. The 
Dean of Guild Court Trust was set up and after procedure in the Court of 
Session, the residuary funds of the Court were transferred to the Trust, to 
be used for charitable purposes, with particular reference to the support of 
historic buildings in the city. 

The House continues to send four representatives to the Trust, along with 
the Merchants House. The membership is supplemented by the 
appointment of three representatives from the City Council. 

The Trades Hall 

During the 1 i h century and the early part of the 18th century, the meetings 
of the House were held in the almshouse, denominated the trades 
hospital, which was situated at the corner of High Street and Cathedral 
Street - "next adjacent to the college" (of Glasgow). Towards the middle 
of the 18th century, the meetings were frequently held in Tron Church or 
in its session house. 
The Incorporations also held their general meetings, at first in the Trades 
Hospital and occasionally in the Tron Church. The committees of the 
House and the Deacons and masters of the Incorporations, generally met 
in taverns. 
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On 8th June 1791, the House resolved to build a Hall and purchased 
ground from William Horn, wright in Glasgow, a lot of ground being 
part of the garden behind the dwellinghouse in Trongate Street, which 
had belonged to Mr Campbell of Shawfield and had been purchased by 
Mr Horn from the trustees of John Glassford. The Minute of Sale recites 
that Mr Horn proposed "to take down the dwellinghouse and form a street 

........ to run from Trongate to Ingram Street" ....... to be called Great 
Glassford Street. The price paid by the House for the ground amounted to 
£952:15:6d. The Disposition was granted on 15th May 1792 in favour of 
" James M'Lehose and John Gardner, deacon convener and collector of 
the Trades House and to their successors in office, in trust for the use and 
behoof of the Trades House and the incorporations of. ..................... . 
in proportion to the several sums which each has advanced or shall 
advance to the Trades House towards payment of the price and the 
expense of building the proposed" 

Plans of the proposed building were prepared by three architects. A 
probable estimate was submitted, showing the "the cost of the site and 
building might amount to £3,300". 

On 24th August 1791, the House preferred the plan by Mr Adam and 
remitted the matter to the consideration of the incorporations. 

A subscription was opened by the incorporations towards defraying the 
expense of the building. The foundation stone was laid on 9th September 
1791 and the building was completed in 1794 according to Mr Adam's 
plans. The first meeting of the House in the Hall took place on 17th 

September 1794. 

The gross amount of the charges for the ground, fmishing the hall ..... . 
and in furnishing the hall and committee rooms from 1791 to 1802 
amounted to £7927: 18 :6d which was contributed by the Trades House 
and the Incorporations in various proportions. 

Note: The foregoing brief details have been extracted from Crawfurd's 
Sketch of the Trades House ( 1857) from which more information can be 
obtained. 

In 1977, following on a case in the Court of Session, the Hall was 
transferred to a charitable trust, the Trades Hall of Glasgow Trust. 
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The Trades House obtained full charitable status on 1st June 2009 and 
following on from that the Trades Hall was transferred to the Trades 
House with effect from 1st July 2010, with all formal documents and 
approvals being completed by 1 st June 2011. Notice of dissolution of the 
Hall Trust has been intimated to the Office of the Scottish Charity 
Regulator (OSCR). 
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THE HOUSE AS TRUSTEE 

Besides administering its own corporate funds in public and private benevolence, the House 
administers Trust Funds given or bequeathed it to it for specific objects, the revenue being devoted 
solely to the purposes (educational, charitable, or otherwise) stipulated by the Donor or Testator. 

Some examples of such Trust funds are referred to below ( These details taken from the 1973 edition 
of the Handbook are included for the sake of the historical record) More details of these funds and 
many others are shown under the section on Bequests and Trusts. 

"The first gift received by the House was shortly after its institution, from the Minister of Cambuslang, 
who handed over certain investments for the "entertainment" of a Bursar in the College of Glasgow. 

Many general and specific gifts and legacies have been received since then. For instance, the gifts 
from the two brothers Pettigrew, Burgesses of the town. The money provides two Pensions of £10 a 
year each to deserving Burgesses who are not connected with any Incorporated Trade or Merchants 
House. 

Then the Society of Master Stocking Makers, many years ago, handed over all their funds to the House 
for the benefit of old Journeymen Stocking Makers, so long as such could be discovered, and after the 
race of Journeymen Stocking Makers has died out, for the ordinary purposes of the Trades House. 

A handsome legacy of £10,000 by James Buchanan, sometime merchant in Jamaica, who started life 
as a boy assisting a blacksmith in the Stockwell to shoe horses, is now administered in providing sons 
of Guild Brethren with a good technical training and education. Many hundreds of boys have been 
thus assisted, and a great number of them are now holding responsible positions not only in the United 
Kingdom, but in the Dominions. 

Sometimes gifts are made for a specific purpose first, and secondly, for general use by the House. 
Gifts have been made on condition that monuments or tombstones should be visited once a year by 
two practical men, Members of the House, who should look after their repair, maintenance and 
cleaning; and when that work has been done and paid for, the balance of revenue may be used by the 
House in charity. 

Another gift (The Drapers Fund) places in the hands of one person (to be named annually by the 
Deacon Convener), a sum of roughly £1,500, which he can expend during his year of office in any 
charitable fashion he thinks fit. The gentleman chosen is not bound to keep a note of his 
intromissions, no questions can be asked of him, and he need not give any account of his stewardship 
unless he so desires. 

In the discretion of the same gentleman lies three Awards of £50 each annually, to persons in any 
station in life who have adopted a child, and kept it in residence with them for a period of not less than 
five years. Here the Administrator of the fund has again absolute power and he can award the 
Adopter's Bounty to peer or peasant without control of any kind. 

The Donor augmented this Fund by a gift of heritable properties yielding a yearly income of at least 
£3,000, sufficient to supply 60 grants of £50 each year. But here the administration is in charge of a 
Committee of three acting with the Manager. 

(The House, in terms of a power conferred on it in the deeds of trust, reviewed the working of the 
adoption portion of the trust in 1966.) 
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The Commonweal Fund initiated in 1924, and amounting to over £280,000, in 1972, has been 
constituted to encourage donors and testators to remember the duty imposed on the early Craftsmen 
who were enjoined to devote part of their common belongings to "good and pious uses for the 
commonweal of the Burgh." 

Trusts for specific purposes may be accepted for this Fund, and already eight such Trusts are in 
operation - the Bounty Chest, for the benefit of deserving citizens of either sex resident in Glasgow for 
not less than twenty years (including widows of citizens), a preference being given to Burgesses and 
Guild Brethren and their widows, and to Guild Sisters; the David Perry Nurses' Trust for granting 
allowances to registered nurses, temporarily incapacitated by illness, to enable them to have a holiday 
rest of treatment to restore them to health; The John Dallas Fund for grants to the Boys' Brigade, Boy 
Scouts' Association, Girl Guides, the Girls' Guildry and the Society of Social Service; The Simon 
Dallas Bequest to provide grants or pensions to widows who are maintaining a child or children under 
eighteen years of age; The Kenneth Muir Simpson Trust, the revenue of which is paid annually to the 
Glasgow and West of Scotland Convalescent Seaside homes, Dunoon; The Blythswood Trust Fund for 
the benefit of Institutions carried on for behoof of Glasgow citizens, preferably those residing on the 
east side; The Colonel F J Stevenson Trust for a specific purpose which has failed and now for 
charitable purposes generally; Mrs Mary H McAdam's Trust to provide medical research fellowships 
(the "WiIliam and Margaret Forrest Fund") at Glasgow University. 

There are also, for instance, Sir John Reid's Trust, the Skinners' Four Hundredth Anniversary 
Memorial Fund, the Skinners' Fund for Daughters, the Widows' Fund, the Macfarlane Funds, the 
Emergency Fund, the Charles Glen Augmentation of Pensions Fund, the Robert Hill Trust, the 
Unmarried Daughters' Fund, the Daniel Duncan Trust Fund, and the Lord Fraser of Allander Fund." 

Some of the funds given over to the House in more recent times and administered by the House are as 
follows:-
(Again more details can be found under the relevant entry of the section on Bequests and Trusts.) 

West of Scotland Potato Trade Benevolent Society 

Slate Trade Benevolent Association 

Scottish Association of Manufacturers Agents 

Iron Steel and Ironmongery Benevolent Association of Scotland 

Glasgow United Fleshers Society 

Barony of Gorbals Benevolent Society 

Scottish Building Contractors Association 

E K Borland Bequest 
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BURSARIES, MORTIFICATIONS, BEQUESTS 
AND PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS 

In which the Trades House ojG/asgow is interested 

--0---

1. BURSARIES and PRIZES 

Howison and GiJchrist Bursary 

HOWISON'S BURSARY 

John Howison, minister of Cambuslang, by deed of mortification dated 25 November, 1613, granted 
1,000 merks to be laid out upon lands within the Burgh of Glasgow that the proceeds therefrom might 
be applied for the maintenance of a Craftsman's son in the College of Glasgow. The House received 
this sum, and until 1817 paid £5 a year as its interest to the Bursar, whom they regularly appointed. In 
1817 the Collector was authorised to pay in addition £3 a year to the bursar out of the funds of the 
House, and from 1820 to 1896 this sum was increased to £9 a year in consequence of a gift of £20 
received from one who was formerly a bursar.(See Crawfurd's Sketch) 

GILCHRIST'S BURSARY 

On 25th March, 1700, the Trades House acknowledged having received from the Trustee of the 
deceased John Gilchrist, late tailor, and late Deacon Convener, 2,500 merks for the maintenance of a 
Student yearly in the University of Glasgow, under certain conditions, and the House became bound to 
pay £5 yearly.(See Crawford's Sketch) 

THE COMBlNED BURSARY 

By Ordinance, Number, 89, the Universities Commission, 1889, combined these two bursaries into 
one, called the "Howison and Gilchrist Bursary." Any person may be presented without restriction as 
to birth or preference as to name. The bursary is tenable for four years, but if a bursar graduate at the 
end of three years he shall only retain his bursary during the fourth year of tenure if he shall engage in 
a course of study approved by the Senate in subjects included in the curriculum or Degrees in Arts or 
in Pure Science. 

By University Court Ordinance No. XXVII, candidates must present themselves for examination at the 
University Bursary Competition, and no bursary is awarded to any candidate who has not passed the 
Preliminary Examinations in Arts, or been exempted therefrom in accordance with the provisions of 
the Regulation for Degrees. Names of candidates are submitted to the Senate by the House in each 
year a vacancy occurs, and on the result of the examination being announced the House awards the 
bursary. Candidates must give in their names both to the University and to the House. The usual date. 
of entry is the third week in April, the competition being held in June. 

Value of the Combined Bursary, £10 per annum but in 1961 the House agreed to increase it to £50 for 
the next four years, the balance of £40 being paid from the revenue of the House. This augmentation 
has continued since 1961. 

In 1980, the House agreed to increase the amount of the Combined Bursary to £100. 
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Searcy Bursary 

On 1 June, 1883, the Trades House received from the Trustees of the deceased WiIliam Searcy, of Ell a 
Ville, Ardnadam, the sum of £500, less legacy duty, to constitute the stock of one Scholarship or 
Bursary, to be called the "Searcy Bursary." The Bursary is restricted to the sons or daughters of 
Members of any of the Incorporated Trades of Glasgow. It is tenable for three years, during which 
time the bursar is required to attend the Arts Classes of the University of Glasgow. Value of Bursary, 
£15.75 per annum. (Capital, £450.) 

Mary Lumsden Bursary 

Founded by Harry Lumsden, Clerk of the House in 1923 from a gift of £300 presented to him by the 
past and present representatives in recognition of twenty-seven years' service as Clerk. On 2nd 
February, 1938, he added £100 to the capital of this fund. 

The revenue is to be devoted to a Bursary for a girl not under seventeen years of age qualified to take 
classes at an Educational Institution (always excepting Arts, Divinity and Law classes at a University) 
entitled to grant Diplomas to women which will be of service to them in earning a living in some 
professional technical, or skilled employment. Value, £ 14 per annum. 

The Bursary, which is named after the Founder's mother, is in the gift of the Collector of the House 
and is presented annually. 

Medical Prize 

On 7th February 2001, the House agreed to inaugurate a medical prize in the University of Glasgow to 
commemorate the 550th anniversary of the University's foundation, with the provision of the sum of 
£20,000 as an endowment. . 

D. - MORTIFICATIONS 

(a) Administered solely by the House 

Note: The following Mortifications have been grouped together and are available to be added to 
pensions 

James Pettigrew's Mortification 

James Pettigrew, sometime of Glasgow, linen-draper, on 20 May, 1731, bequeathed the interest of 
£124 stg. for the maintenance of one poor decayed burgess and freeman of the City who shall be ftfty 
years or upwards, and of good repute; persons of the name ofPettigrew to be preferred. On 23rd 
December 1732, the Donor added £76 to the sum mortified, making it £200 stg. Amount, £10. - See. 
Crawford's Sketch, 

William Pettigrew's Mortification 

William Pettigrew, wright in Glasgow, brother of the said James Pettigrew, on 28th January, 1769, 
mortifted £200 stg., the interest to be applied to the maintenance of a poor decayed burgess of the 
Trades rank; persons of the name ofPettigrew to be preferred. Amount, £10. - See Crawford's Sketch, 
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James Govan's Mortification 

Founded by James Govan, merchant in Glasgow, by deed dated 28 July, 1709. The Income is applied 
yearly to the maintenance of five poor men, burgesses inhabitants of Glasgow (themselves and parents, 
father at least born in said city), not under forty years of age, and having no maintenance provided to 
them, off the Merchants House, or Trades House, or otherwise supplied by any hospital in the city. 
Amount, £22.50. (Capital, £447,75) - See Crawfurd's Sketch, 

James Tbomson's Mortification 

James Thomson, tanner in Glasgow, by his deed dated 24th April, 1717, gave 12,000 merks, Scots 
money, for the maintenance of six poor old men of the Trades Rank, under certain conditions those 
having the name ofThomson or Peddie being preferred. Amount, £33.60 yearly. (Capital, £637.50)
See Crawfurd's Sketch, 

Adam Williamson's Mortification 

Adam Williamson, hat maker in Glasgow, on 12th June, 1719, handed to the Trades House the sum of 
two thousand Merks, and the House became bound to pay the interest thereof to himself during his 
life, thereafter to Margaret Veitch, his daughter-in-law, and thereafter, for the purpose that once in 
every two years a boy should be put to apprenticeship in some trades within the town of Glasgow and 
one hundred merks paid for his apprentice fee, with this provision that boys of the name of 
Williamson, and after that of the name of Steven, should have preference over others. The obligation 
by the Trades House to this effect is recorded in the Town Court Books of the Burgh of Glasgow, on 
11th November, 1721. (Capital, £106.25) - See Crawfurd's Sketch, 

(For Scheme of Administration, see Minutes of House, 1908-9 and 1940-41) 

James Johnston's Mortification 

James Johnston, merchant in Glasgow, on 5th February, 1781, bequeathed £1 ,000 sterling, the interest 
of which is to be applied annually to five poor journeymen stocking makers. Amount, £40 yearly.
See Crawfurd's Sketch, 

Arthur Gilmour's Mortification 

On 4th September, 1837, an extract from the will ofMr Arthur Gilmour, sometime residing in St 
Andrew Square, Glasgow, was sent to the House, from which it appeared that the Trustees under the 
said will were directed to pay £100 sterling, free of legacy duty, towards the relief of journeymen • 
stocking makers, under the conditions set forth therein. Amount, £4.50 yearly. (Capital, £124.30)
See Crawfurd's Sketch, 
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Note: The following fund is administered separately from the above funds and is used to pay pensions 
to poor journeymen., stocking makers or their widows. 

Master Hosiers' Mortification 

On 2 June, 1882, the Incorporation of Stocking Makers of Glasgow assigned to the Trades House £600 
to found a Mortification, to be called the "Master Hosiers' Mortification," on the condition that the 
sum of £25 should be annually divided among five poor journeymen stocking makers or their widows, 
the recipients to be nominated by the Incorporation of Stocking Makers, and failing them, by the 
Trades House, under certain conditions. 

The Deed of Assignment and Mortification is dated 13 April, 1883, and registered (B. ofC. and S.) 
11th July, 1848. 

On 28th September, 1897, a further sum of £97 was handed to the Trades House, for which £3 in name 
of revenue is to be annually paid to the Master Court of the Society for behoof of its poor so long as it 
exists, after which the revenue will fall to be divided equally amongst the pensioners under the above 
Mortification. 

----0--

(b) Administered by the House jointly with others 

McAlpine's Mortification 

Founded in 1811 by Mrs McAlpine, who conveyed to Trustees her property, for the maintenance of 
poor men and women of the description given in her will. 

Patrons - The Deacon Convener and the Ministers of eight of the Established Churches. 

Aird's Mortification 

Founded 7th September, 1723, by John Aird, Provost of Glasgow. The funds are to be given to a poor 
old man of the Merchant rank, burgess and guild brother of the City, and to three poor widows. 
Amounts, £8.33; and £5.60. 

Patrons - The Magistrates of the City, the Dean of Guild, the Deacon Convener, the Ministers of the 
Established Church, and the late Provost of the City. 

Robert Govan's Mortification 

Instituted by Robert Govan in 1698 for the relief of honest poor burgesses of the Burgh of Glasgow 
and their relics, the one half being of the Merchant rank and the other half of the Trades rank. 
Amount, £6.50 yearly. (Capital, over £200). 

Patrons - The Magistrates of the City the Dean of Guild, and the Deacon Convener. 
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MitcheU's Mortification 

For the benefit of four old burgesses, two widows and two unmarried daughters of burgesses of the 
Merchant rank and three burgesses, three widows and one unmarried daughter of burgesses of the 
Trades rank. Amounts-Merchants, £10 and £8.33; Craftsmen, £5.55 and £5. 

Trustees - The Magistrates of the City. 

(NOTE: Because of devaluation ofthe currency these mortifications are difficult to administer. Where 
conditions permit they are now added to the amounts paid to House Pensioners who qualifY.) 

m. - BEQUESTS AND TRUSTS 

FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES 

The Buchanan Bequest 

Mr James Buchanan, merchant in Jamaica, by a Codicil to his Settlement, dated 17th May, 1857, 
bequeathed £10,000 to the Trades House in the following terms:-

"To invest £10,000, twelve months after Mrs Buchanan's death, in the name of the Trades House of 
Glasgow, in trust for educational purposes, on behalf of the sons of decayed Members of that House. 
The dividends to be exclusively expended towards the education of the sons of decayed Members of 
that House. The dividends to be exclusively expended towards the education of the sons of decayed 
Members, and also for promoting the studies of such of them as give decided promise of mechanical 
genius, particularly in the department of engineering, in such manner as the Directors of the House 
may deem best." 

On Mrs Buchanan's death the legacy, less Government duty was paid to the House. 

Daughters became eligible for grants after the passing of the Sex Disqualification Removal Act, 1919, 
but were not awarded grants until July 1926. 

SCHEME FOR THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE 

BUCHANAN BEQUEST 
As approved by: 

The Solicitor General (CHAS. SCOTI DICKSON, Esq., Q.c. 
and ALEX URE, Esq., Q.C., M.P. 

14th February, 1899 
And recorded in the Minutes of the Trades House 

The Trades House of Glasgow shall administer the Bequest under the title of "The Buchanan 
Bequest," with power to make such bye-laws as may from time to time be considered desirable. 

the funds of the Bequest shall be kept separate from the funds of the House, and shall be invested only 
as authorised by the Trusts (Scotland) Acts, 1861 to 1898, or other Act of Parliament. 

The Bequest shall be administered as directed by the founder, in favour of sons of decayed members 
of the Trades House of Glasgow. That is to say, in favour of sons of decayed burgesses of the craft 
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rank who are, or were, duly qualified members of one or other of the Fourteen Incorporations of 
Glasgow. 

The Trades House, after defraying the necessary expenses of management, and all outlays incurred, 
shall apply the free income of the Bequest in the manner hereinafter provided. 

The Trades House shall expend such annual sum, or sums as they may think proper, in payment, in 
whole or in part, of the expenses of education or technical training of such sons -

(1) At such technical school, college, or workshop; 
(2) At such evening classes for higher education, or technical instruction; 
(3) At such higher class or secondary school, or university, 

or 
(4) At such other educational institution, or in such other manner, for technical or 

practical training, as may be approved from time to by the Trades House. 

Such payments shall only be made in respect of sons who can submit proof by Government, 
professor's, or teacher's certificate, or otherwise, that they have completed a satisfactory course of 
elementary education, or failing which, are willing to undergo, at the discretion of the Trades House, 
an examination to test their general knowledge. 

* Applicants shall, at the date of admission to the benefit of the Bequest, be not less that 16 years of 
age, or more than 25 years of age, and the longest period of their enjoying the same shall be five years. 

The Trades House shall, from time to time, by special report by the teacher or teachers, professor or 
professors, employers, or otherwise, satisfy themselves as to the regularity of attendance, progress, and 
good conduct of all students, apprentices, or others who receive grants from the Bequest, and the said 
grants may be withdrawn in the case of recipients concerning whom such report shall not be 
satisfactory . 

In the event of any surplus remaining in any year after such grants have been made, the sum may be 
added to and form part of the capital funds of the Bequest, or may be used to supplement the 
requirements of subsequent years, either by way of additional or special grants, to meet cases of 
emergency. 

BYE-LAWS 

(1) That a sum of £10,000 be considered as the capital of the Bequest, and the 
Accumulated revenue remaining after that sum is laid aside shall be left over, and be 
under the sole control of the Education Committee, to be appropriated, by way either 
of additional or special grants to meet cases of emergency, and that the surplus 
income of future years may either be applied for these purposes or added to and form 
part of the capital fund. 

(2) That the case of each individual applicant be considered on its own merits, both as 
regards the question whether or not a grant should be made, and what the amount of 
grant should be. 

That meantime neither a maximum nor a minimum amount of grant should be 
determined on, until the Scheme has been in operation long enough to afford the 
House sufficient experience to settle such a question. 

(4) That sons (not under 16 nor over 25 years of age except where the applicant has been 
in H M Forces) of decayed members of the Fourteen Incorporations shall be eligible 
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for grants, but not until the expiry of at least a year and a day after their father's 
admission to such Incorporation. 

(5) That the words "sons of decayed members" shall include so as to make eligible, 

(a) Sons of deceased members as above, and 
(b) Sons of living members as above, whose circumstances were or are such that, in 
the opinion to be granted to their sons in order to prosecute the studies or complete 
the technical or practical training for which the Bequest was founded. 

(6) That applicants shall apply for grants by filling up a printed form approved of by the 
House, and that the statements made therein shall be certified by the Deacon or 
Director of Education, or clerk of the Incorporation to which the applicant's father 

belongs, or belonged, and that such Deacon or Director of Education, or Clerk shall 
at the same time recommend the applicant as eligible and deserving. 

(7) That all payments shall be made by the Collector of the House on 1st November and 
1st February, or at such other time or times or in such other manner as the House 
may hereafter determine; but the Collector shall have authority in his discretion to 
pay grants in one sum or in such proportions as he thinks necessary. 

(8) That all grants shall be continued during the pleasure of the House and no recipient 
shall have, or acquire, a legal right to insist on payment of an annual grant to the end 
of the term for which it was originally granted, if, in the opinion of the House, the 
payments ought to be discontinued. 

(9) That holders of grants shall give evidence of attention to their duties by submitting to 
the Collector and Clerk of the Trades House a certificate from their teacher or 
professor, or employer, before the second half of their first year's allowance is paid, 
and also before subsequent years' allowances are continued. 

(10) That grants shall be awarded to such applicants only as prove to the satisfaction of 
the House that they are capable of taking the course of study to which they intend to 
apply themselves. 

(11) That applications for grants shall be lodged with the Clerk of the Trades House, not 
later than 1st July in each year. 

1972 NOTE: For a number of years applications have been received which more than 
exhaust the revenue available. The House has voted the difference from its own funds so that 
all worthy cases have been awarded assistance. With the extension of State and Local 
Authority assistance for education, the Committee no longer observe the Bye-Laws strictly 
and have given help to Craftsmen's children under 16 years of age. Grants to those entitled to 
State or Local Authority assistance have been restricted to an amount which does not 
interfere with that assistance. 

The Cruikshank Bequest 

On 8th December, 1885, the Trades House received from the Trustees of the deceased James 
Cruikshank of Over dale, Bearsden, £450, being a legacy of £500 less duty, the interest of which sum is 
to be paid as pensions, or precepts not exceeding £5, to journeymen tradesmen, merchants' assistants, 
shopmen, clerks, etc., or the widows. of such who have no claim on the funds of the Trades House or 
any of the Incorporated Trades. Applicants to be of good character, in poor and needful 
circumstances, and not under sixty years of age. (Through revenue accumulations, the Capital Stock 
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was increased to £500, September, 1898). 

Mr William Howat's Bequest 

Mr William Howat, a member of the Incorporation of Coopers, who died on 30th July, 1927, by his 
Trust Disposition and Settlement directed his Trustees upon the death of his wife to pay to the Trades 
House a legacy of £1,000, free of Govemment duty. The Capital is to be invested and the income is to 
be at the disposal of the Deacon Convener for the time being, to be applied by him to the benefit of 
those applicants with some connection as friends or relatives of Guild members or old members, but 
who are not entitled under the rules of the House otherwise to benefit. 

The legacy was paid on 17th July, 1941. 

The Barclay Shaw Bequest 

Ex-Deacon R Barclay Shaw, of the Incorporation ofWrights, who died on 13th June, 1905, by his 
Trust Disposition and Settlement directed his Trustees to payout of the residue of his estate a sum of 
£2,500 to the Trades House of Glasgow to be invested by the House and kept separate from the other 
funds thereof, and to be known as "The Barclay Shaw Bequest"; the income to be applied in payment 
of seven pensions to widows of deserving craftsmen, two of which shall go to the Wrights Craft, but 
which two pensions shall not be accounted against that Craft in the ordinary division of the House 
pensions. The Liferentrix died on 14th June, 1942, and legacy, less duty, was paid on 16th October, 
1942. 

The William Hood Memorial Fund 

Mrs Mary W Hood, widow of the deceased William Hood, Deacon of the Incorporation ofFleshers in 
1885, who died on 9th November, 1899, made a gift of £500 to the House on 9th June, 1915, to form a 
Fund in memory of her husband to be known as "The William Hood Memorial Fund." As a condition 
of the gift the House undertook to maintain the monument erected by Mrs Hood to her husband's 
memory in Cathcart Cemetery in all time coming, and once a year, prior to 31st May, to have it 
thoroughly cleaned, no acids to be used in the cleansing; also that the House should have the 
monument examined and reported examined and reported on by a representative other than the 
tradesmen employed to clean it once in each year in September. The surplus income remaining after 
implementing the foregoing conditions is to be applied in payment of pensions and precepts in the 
same manner as the other Funds of the House. - Minutes, 31st May, 1915. Deed of Mortification 
registered (B. ofC. & S) 22nd July, 1915. Capital, now £700. 

The Mary Garrow Memorial Fund 

Miss Mary Garrow, who died on 25th February, 1925, bequeathed £700 to the Royal Hospital for Sick 
Children. Her Trustees desired to make provision for the maintenance of a monument in Cathcart 
Cemetery, and the Directors of the Royal Hospital for Sick Children paid to the Trades House of 
Glasgow the sum of £100, the income to be used for the upkeep of the monument. The House 
undertook to maintain the monument in all time coming and once a year to have it examined and 
thoroughly cleansed in September. The surplus income remaining is to be applied in payment of 
pensions or precepts. - Minutes, 23rd February, 1926. Deed of Mortification registered (B. ofC. & 
S.O 8th March, 1926. 
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The George Ferguson Memorial Fund 

Mr George F erguson in 1928 made a gift to the House of £ 1 00, the income to be used to maintain a 
monument in Cathcart Cemetery erected to the memory of his wife. The House undertook to maintain 
this monument and to have the grass on the lair cut when necessary, kept tidy and free of weeds, and 
once a year to have it examined and thoroughly cleansed prior to 31 st May; also to have the monument 
examined and reported on by a representative once in each year in September. The surplus income 
remaining is to be applied in payment of pensions or other charitable purposes. - Minutes, 27th 
September, 1928. Deed of Mortification registered (B. ofC. & S.) 17th October, 1928. 

The William E Scott Memorial Fund 

Mr William E Scott, stockbroker, Glasgow, who died on 26th February, 1940, by his Settlement dated 
31st July, 1939, bequeathed to the Trades House the sum of £1,000 free of duty provided that the 
House undertake to maintain in good order and repair in all time coming the burial ground belonging 
to him in Cathcart Cemetery and any tombstone or tombstones erected thereon, the surplus income so 
far as not required for this purpose to be applied for Trades House purposes. - Minutes, 16th May, 
1940. Receipt and Undertaking registered (B. ofC. & S.) 9th August, 1940. 

Dallas Memorial Fund 

Ex-Convener John Dallas, D.L., who died on 5th February, 1950, by his Trust Disposition and 
Settlement, dated 16th november, 1949, bequeathed to the Trades House the sum of One thousand 
pounds (£1,000) free of duty, on condition that the Trades House undertake to maintain in good order 
and repair, in all time coming, the Monument in Cathcart Cemetery to the memory of his late parents 
and the family burying ground there, with power to the Trades House to apply for such of their own 
purposes as they may think fit, and income not required for said purpose. - Minutes, 29th May, 1950. 
T.,D. & S., registered (B. ofC. & S.), 7th February, 1950. 

Note: In all of the above Memorial Funds, the surplus income is to be used for the payment of 
pensions or for such purposes as the Trades House may decide. 

Glasgow Cathedral Hall Trust Fund 

In December, 1939, three past members of the House contributed jointly the sum of £700 in trust, the 
income to be used for pension augmentations. At a future date the capital was to be paid to the Kirk 
Session of Glasgow Cathedral as a contribution towards the erection of a new Church Hall. Deed of 
Trust dated 5th and 6th December, 1939, registered (B. ofC. & S.) 16th October, 1940. The capital 
was paid to the Kirk Session on 11th May, 1962, when a new Hall was acquired, and thus the fund 
was extinguished .. 

Mr James Inglis' Gifts 

1. THE DRAPERS' FUND 
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Mr James Inglis, draper, Argyle Street, Glasgow, conveyed to the House on 24th January, 1918, 
heritable subjects situated at Oxford Street, Bridge Street and Carlton Court, Glasgow, to be held by 

the House in trust for charitable purposes, the Trust to be called "The Drapers' Fund." The 
Declaration of Trust constituting the Fund provides that the capital may be added to by gifts or 
bequests, and that the revenue shall be administered by one person, male or female, to be called the 
manager, elected annually by the Deacon Convener. The Manager is to retain office for one year only 
at a time, and to receive the revenue from the factor or the Trust direct, and spend the same in 
charitable purposes as he thinks best. The Manager is to be nominated annually by the Deacon 
Convener at a General Meeting of the House, not less than one month before the term ofMartinmas. 
He is to be selected by the Deacon Convener as a mark of personal honour, and may be a person in 
humble circumstances. After nomination, the Manager is to attend a General meeting of the House 
and be introduced, thereafter signing an undertaking to fulfil his duties to the best of this ability in 
accordance with the Rules contained in the Declaration of Trust. 

The Manager is not to be bound to give an account of his intromissions, but may be invited to attend a 
Meeting of the House after the expiry of his stewardship. The Manager's term of office is from 
Martinmas to Martinmas, but the revenue account is to be made up by the factor from Whitsunday to 
Whitsunday. 

Vacancies in the office of Manager are to be filled by nomination of the Deacon Convener, who is also 
arbiter in all disputes between any preceding and succeeding Manager or otherwise. 

The House has power ten years after 24th January, 1918, to make certain alterations on the 
Regulations of the Trust. 

The desire of the donor is not that the revenue should be devoted to the help of a great number of 
institutions annually, but that the respective Managers should spend the same in charitable purposes in 
one or more substantial sums, or in portions to deserving people in need of help, and he may place any 
balance in his hands at the expiry of his office to a Reserve Fund. 

(Declaration of Trust, dated 24th January, 1918, recorded in the Records of the House, 23rd January, 
1918, and in the Books of Council and Session, 5th February, 1918). 

(Managers - 1926 to 2011 ) 

1926-27 - Sir J R Richmond, K.B.E. 
1927-28 - Sir Hugh Reid, Bt.,C.B.,D.L.,LL.D. 
1928-29 - Ex-Convener John Dallas, D.L. 
1929-30 - Sir D Mason, O.B.E.,D.L.,LL.D 
1930-31 - Ex-Convener Sir John Train,D.L.,M.P. 
1931-32 - Sir Robert Bruce, D.L.,LL.D. 
1932-33 - Ex-Convener John R Campbell, D.L. 
1933-34 - Sir Thomas Kelly, D.L.,LL.D. 
1934-35 - Ex-Convener James Gilchrist, D.L. 
1935-36 - Sir Alexander B Swan, D.L.,LL.D. 
1936-37 - Ex-Convener Francis Beattie, D.L. 
1937-38 - Alexander B Allan, Esq 
1938-39 - David Perry, Esq 
1939-40 - George F Paisley, Esq 
1940-41 - John Campbell, Esq., and Sir William M Marshall 
1941-42 - Ex-Convener Charles Glen 
1942-43 - Sir Robert Wilson, D.L.,.LL.D., and Ex-Convener Charles Glen 
1943-44 - Ex-Convener James Leggat 
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1944-45 - The Rt. Hon. Lord Bilsland, K.T.,M.C.,D.L.,LL.D 
1945-46 - Ex-Convener Thomas Hart, D.L. 
1946-47 - James C Campbell, Esq.,D.L. 
1947-48 - Ex-Convener Daniel Duncan, D.L. 
1948-49 - Thomas R Paterson, Esq., C.B.E.,D.L. 
1949-50 - Ex-Convener WaIter Macfarlane, D.S.O.,T.D.,D.L. 
1950-51 - J H Calder MacLeod, Esq.,T.D. 
1951-52 - Ex-Convener Douglas Macnaughton, M.C.,D.L. 
1952-53 - John D Kelly, Esq., C.B.E.,D.L. 
1953-54 - Ex-Convener J Percival Agnew, D.L. 
1954-55 - Sir William Kerr, C.B.E.,D.L. 
1955-56 - Kenneth Muir-Simpson, Esq 
1956-57 - Ex-Convener Allan S Dixon, D.L. 
1957-58 - George J Mason, Esq 
1958-59 - Ex-Convener James Stirrat 
1959-60 - J Martin Baxter, Esq 
1960-61 - Ex-Convener John W Train, M.B.E. 
1961-62 - Sir D M Skiffington, C.B.E. 
1962-63 - Ex-Convener Andrew Lawson 
1963-64 - Tom Dixon, Esq 
1964-65 - George Laird, Esq.,T.D. 
1965-66 - A Graham Glen, Esq 
1966-67 - Ex-Convener J H Calder MacLeod, T.D., D.L. 
1967-68 - R Gordon Laing, Esq 
1968-69 - Ex-Convener W Leggat Smith, M.C.,T.D.,D.L. 
1969-70 - Alexander T F orbes, Esq 
1970-71- Ex-Convener Lawrence S Blanche, O.B.E.,O.StJ.,J.P. 
1971-72 - J Russell Lang CBE 
1972-73 - Ex Convener James Whitton 
1973-74 - Ex Deacon William Morrison 
1974-75 - Sir Patrick M Thomas 
1975-76 - Ex Deacon Alexander Frood 
1976-77 - Ex Deacon George G P Gardiner 
1977-78 - Ex Deacon James M Matheson 
1978-79 - Ex Deacon William M Cameron 
1979-80 - Ex Deacon Harry S Wylie 
1980 -81 - Ex Deacon Gordon D N Agnew 
1981-82 - Ex Deacon Alexander Kennedy 
1982-83 - Ex Deacon Fergus L Sandeman 
1983-84 - Sir Patrick M Thomas 
1984-85 - Ex Deacon RPM Battison 
1985-86 - Ex Deacon W A Hogg 
1986-87 - Ex Deacon Robert Carmichael 
1987-88 - Ex Deacon Bonar Graeme Hardie 
1988-89 - Ex Deacon Stephen Patrick Newall 
1989-90 - Ex Deacon Maurice Crichton 
1990-91 - Ex Deacon John W Haran 
1991-92 - Ex Deacon S Graham Hoey 
1992-93 - Ex Deacon James Charles Morrison Haddow 
1993-94 - Ex Deacon J Neilson Stevenson 
1994-95 - Dr Jean Morris 
1995-96 - Ex Deacon Alex D Montgomery 
1996-97 - Ex Deacon John S McKinlay 
1997-98 - Ex Deacon Roy Scott 
1998-99 - Ex Deacon W Stewart Mac Farlane 
1999-00 - Ex Deacon A Lindsay Gillespie 
2000-01 - Ex Deacon David W Yeoman 
2001-02 - Ex Deacon Peter F 0 Cross 
2002 -03 - Ex Deacon Duncan J Gilmour 
2003-04 - Ex Deacon Hamish C Brodie 



2003-04 - Ex Deacon Hamish C Brodie 
2004-05 - Ex Deacon David Roser 

2005-06 - Ex Deacon Peter Rea 
2006 -07 - Ex Deacon lan lohnstone 
2007-08 - Ex Deacon James W Morris 
2008-09 - Ex Deacon Anthony R Warnock 
2009-10 - Ex Deacon Robert Holmes Henderson 
2010-11 - Ex Deacon Peter Stokes 
2011-12 - Ex Deacon Hamilton Purdie 

14 

By Disposition dated 8th October, 1927, Mr Inglis conveyed to the Trades House, as an addition to the 
capital of The Drapers' Fund, heritable property situated at 12-16 Milton Street, Glasgow, subject to 
liferenters in favour of certain individuals. Disposition recorded G .R.of S. (B.& R. of G.), 8th 
November, 1927. The proceeds of sale of this property were invested and on expiry of liferents added 
to the Drapers' Fund. 

Mr James Inglis, the Founder of the Drapers' Fund, conveyed to the House in October, 1928, property 
9 Crescent Street, Greenock, to be held by the Trades House in trust for the benefit of five liferenters 
named in the Disposition, and thereafter for the general purposes of the Drapers' Fund. The Property 
has since been sold and the proceeds invested. 

IT. THE ADOPTION PORTION OF THE DRAPERS' FUND 

Mr James Inglis, the Founder of The Drapers' Fund, conveyed to the House, as at 11th November, 
1918, feu-duties from subjects Burghead Drive and Peninver Drive, Govan, yielding £158.15 per 
annum, to found a further Trust to be called "The Adoption Portion of the Drapers' Fund." 

The Capital is to form part of the capital of The Drapers' Fund, and is to be held by the House as a 
supplement to or branch of that Fund. 

Originally the revenue was disbursed in rewards of £50 each to people of any rank who have adopted 
others. Adopter and adopted must have lived together in family in same station in life for five years. 

The purposes are now different (See under ill below) 

(Declaration of Trust, dated 27th November, 1918, recorded in the books of Council and Session, 7th 
December, 1918. For full text, see House Minutes, 19thNovember, 1918.) 

ill. THE NEW ADOPTION PORTION 

Mr James Inglis, the Founder, conveyed to the House, as at 11 th November, 1924, certain heritable 
properties, feu duties, and ground annuals amounting in value to £57,250, to found a third Trust to be 
called "The New Adoption Portion of the Drapers' Fund." 

The capital is to form part of the capital of The Drapers' Fund, and is to be held by the House as a 
second supplement to or branch of the Fund. 

Originally the revenue was disbursed in rewards of £50 to the same class of persons and in the same 
manner as was provided in connection with the Adoption Portion of the Fund. 

(Declaration of Trust, dated 23rd January, 1925, recorded in the Books of Council and Session, 7th 
February, 1925.) For full text, see House Minutes, Print 12 of 1924-25. 

The House exercised its power to review the working of the Adoption Portions of the Drapers' Fund in 
1966 when it resolved, in view of changed social conditions, to modify Mr Inglis' adoption idea. The 
income is now disbursed by the Manager in grants of varying amounts to the adopter of a child (or to 
the guardian of an orphaned adopted child) but only in cases where hardship is shown. The balance of 
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the income is disbursed among charities whose work is mainly for children. In regard to this portion 

of the fund he is advised by a small committee of the House. 

Sir John Reid's Gift 

THE DAUGHTERS' FUND 

On 25th May, 1920, the Clerk of the House received a sum of two thousand pounds in Bank of 
England notes, with instructions that the money was to be held by the Trades House in Trust and the 
revenue expended in special pensions to unmarried daughters of Burgesses and Guild Brethren of 
Craft Rank of the City who were also members of one of the fourteen Incorporated Trades, and that 
always in accordance with the bye-laws and regulations of the House with regard to the granting and 
payment of pensions; any surplus revenue in any year to be expended by the Platform of the House in 
their sole discretion in payment of pensions to widows of such Burgesses and Guild Brethren or to any 
other charitable purpose they might think fit. 

A Minute of Acceptance by the House ofthese terms and conditions, dated 31st May, was registered 
(B. ofC. & S.) 1st June, 1920. 

On the opening of the envelope containing the Deed of Trust on 12th July, 1926 (six years after receipt 
of the gift as the Donor had desired), the Donor was found to be Ex-Convener Sir John Reid, 
K.B.E.,D.L. 

The Skinners' 400th Anniversary Memorial Fund 

In celebration of the 400th Anniversary of the grant of a Charter to the Incorporation of Skinners, a 
Memorial Fund was in February, 1920, founded by that Incorporation, the capital to be held by the 
Trades House in Trust. The revenue is to be distributed for charitable purposes in accordance with 
directions to be given each year by the Master Court of the Incorporation. 
The amount of the Fund is £2,202.53. The Deed of Trust, with the acceptance by the House, dated 
25th and 27th February, was registered (B. ofC. & S.) 22nd March, 1920. 

The Skinners' Fund for Daughters 

On 18th May, 1921, the House received from the Incorporation of Skinners a sum of £ 1 ,000 out of the 
Funds of the Incorporation, the revenue to be devoted to the benefit of unmarried daughters connected 
with the Trades House. 

On 11th November, 1934, the House received a sum of £500, being the first half of a further gift of 
£ 1 ,000 to mark the election of a member of the Skinners to the office of Collector of the House for the 
first time after a lapse of 95 years, the revenue to be used in the same manner as that of the previous 
gift. 

On 11th November, 1934, the House received the remainder of the additional gift of £1,000. 

On 14th November, 1950, the House received from this Craft £100 as a gift to revenue to be expended 
during the year and similar amounts on 13th November, 1951; 10th September and 18th November, 
1952; 10th November, 1953; 10th November, 1954; 10th November, 1955; 17th November, 1956; 
21st November, 1957; and 21st November, 1958, for the same purpose. 
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On 14th February, 1953, the House received a further gift of £1,000 to mark the election of another 

member of the Skinners to the Office of Collector of the Trades House, the revenue to be used in the 
same manner as the original gift. 

The Widows' Fund 

On 10th December, 1930, the House received from an anonymous donor the sum of £246.55 to 
provide a pension to a widow or unmarried daughter, including sufficient to award a pension for the 
current year. At the same time an Ex-Deacon Convener on hearing of this gift added £100 for the 
same purpose. 

On 23rd January, 1945, the Deacon Convener received on behalf of the House, an anonymous 
donation of £500 with the privilege of deciding how this gift should be applied. After consulting the 
donor, he decided that the gift should be added to this Fund to provide a further pension. 

The James and Catherine F Macfarlane Trusts 

(I) 

Ex-Convener Sir James Macfarlane,LL.D.,D.L. in October, 1932, gifted to the House the sum of 
£2,000, the income to be expended as follows:- One half to be paid over to the Deacon Convener and 
Collector to be expended by them in emergency grants to deserving widows or unmarried daughters of 
Glasgow citizens who have been resident in Glasgow for not less than 20 years, a preference to be 
given to those who are or have been registered nurses and actively engaged as such in a Glasgow 
infirmary, hospital convalescent or nursing home or in private houses. The remaining half of the 
revenue is to be administered by the Trades House for the purpose of providing a yearly payment of 
£35 or thereby to the Association for the Relief of Incurables in Glasgow for the exclusive use and 
benefit of their Broomhill Home and Hospital, Kirkintilloch. In the event of the House being moved, 
the payment is to be continued, but in the event of the Home ceasing to exist becoming wholly or 
partially aided by the State or by any local Government body or by public rates or taxes, then the 
whole revenue is to be paid over to the Deacon Convener and Collector to be expended in emergency 
grants as before mentioned. (Home and Hospital Nationalised on 5th July, 1948.) 

Deed of Trust registered (B. ofC. & S.) 11th November, 1932. 

(11) 
On 11th November, 1933, Ex-Convener Sir James Macfarlane gifted to the House a sum of £8,000 to 
augment this fund, the revenue to be used for the benefit of widows and unmarried daughters. 

The apportionment of the revenue is under the control of the Deacon Convener and Collector, who are 
to expend it annually in their sole discretion in pensions to deserving widows or unmarried daughters 
of Guild Brethren of Craft Rank - Members of an Incorporation not already on the House Roll, a 
preference to be given to widows and daughters who have at some time been registered nurses actively 
engaged as such in Glasgow. Any balance remaining in any year is to be disposed of by the Convener 
and Collector in augmenting pensions to widows or daughters on the House Roll. 

(ID) 
On 2nd February, 1956, the Trustees of the late Ex-Convener Sir James Macfarlane, in exercise of 
their discretionary and selective powers, allocated to the House a portion of the Trust Estate which 
was liferented by Miss Mary French Macfarlane, one of Sir James' daughters, now deceased. This gift 
consisted of 13,914 ordinary Shares of £1. each, fully paid, of United Biscuits, Limited, and valued at 
£36,524 at the date of signing the transfer and is to supplement the two Funds gifted by Sir James 
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during his lifetime. 

The Trustees desire that favourable consideration be given to applications received from the Society 
owning Hazelwood House, Dumbreck, Glasgow (Home for Retired nurses) and by the Society owning 
the home at 2 Victoria Crescent Road, Glasgow (residence for Ladies with limited incomes). 

Receipt and Discharge registered (B. ofC. & S.), 7th February, 1956. 

The Lady (Catherine F.) Macfarlane Memorial Fund 

On 12th October, 1936, John E Macfarlane, Robert F Macfarlane, Martha H Macfarlane, Catherine F 
Macfarlane and Mary F Macfarlane gifted to the House, in memory of their Mother, Lady (Catherine 
F) Macfarlane, a sum of £2,000 Pounds to augment the James and Catherine F Macfarlane Trusts, the 
revenue to be used in exactly the same manner as the revenue from the sum of £8,000 gifted by Ex
Convener Sir James Macfarlane on 11th October, 1933. 

The John Macfarlane Trust - I 
Deacon George W Macfarlane, on 22nd April, 1937, intimated a gift to the House of £10,000, payable 
in seven annual instalments in memory of his father, John Macfarlane, who was Deacon of the Bakers 
in 1870. The capital is to remain intact and is to be known as "The John Macfarlane Trust." The 
annual revenue is to be administered by the members of the Platform of the House for the time being 
for charitable purposes, but without any further restriction, even to include (exceptionally) persons 
who may not be members of any Craft or have any direct claim of any kind upon the benevolence of 
the House. Bond of Annuity, dated 22nd April, 1937. 

The John Macfarlane Trust - IT 

On 19th March, 1945, John E Macfarlane, Robert F Macfarlane and William W Macfarlane intimated 
to the House a gift of £16,000 payable in seven annual instalments, in memory of Ex-Convener Sir 
James Macfarlane, LL.D.,D.L., Mr John L Macfarlane, Ex-Deacon George W Macfarlane and Mr 
John W Macfarlane, Deacon of the Bakers in 1936; the gift to be added to the John Macfarlane Trust 
and to be governed by the same conditions. The Bonds of Annuity are dated 21 st, 22nd and 21 st 
March, 1945, respectively. 

The Emergency Fund 

This Fund was initiated by an anonymous donor in December, 1934, by a gift of £1,000. That sum 
was augmented by a gift from Collector Charles Glen of £500 and by several other donations. It has 
again been augmented by a legacy of £1,000 bequeathed by the late A B Allan. No name was 
proposed for the Fund, but at the request of the two ftrst donors, the Platform named the Fund, "The 
Emergency Fund". 

The ftrst aim of the donors was to raise a capital sum sufficient to yield an income of £200 - £300 per 
annum for pensioners in emergency. 

The revenue of the Fund is to be used for Guild Brethren, Widows or Unmarried Daughters in 
ftnancial emergency (1) who are on the House Pension Roll; (2) who are on the Pension Roll of one or 
other of the Incorporations; (3) who are precept holders of one or other of the Incorporations; ( 4) who 
have been awarded an emergency grant by one or other of the Incorporations but are not on any 
Pension Roll. 
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Pensioners belongings to class (1) may be selected for emergency grants by the Platform, but persons 

belonging to classes (2), (3) and (4) are not to be awarded grants by the Platform unless he or she is 
recommended by his or her Master Court in a similar manner as those recommended to the House for 
pensions. - (Minutes, 22nd January, 1936.) 

The following were added to the Emergency Fund :-

Deacon R Allan Ogg's Bequest 

Deacon R Allan Ogg, Deacon of the Incorporation ofBonnetmakers and Dyers, who died on 21st 
March, 1943, bequeathed to the House for the Emergency Fund, the sum of £100 free of duty. The 
legacy was paid at Martinmas, 1943. 

Colonel J R S Leslie, C.B.,T.D.,D.L., Deacon of the Incorporation of Coopers, who died on 4th 
October, 1943, bequeathed the House for the Emergency Fund, the sum of £100 free of duty. The 
legacy was paid on 6th April, 1944. 

The Charles Glen Augmentation of Pensions Fund 

On 4th October, 1938, Deacon Convener Charles Glen intimated a gift of £1,000 3Y:z per cent 
Conversion Stock to the House as a thanks offering for the attainment of Peace, the income to be 
expended in the augmentation of pensions or for any other purpose of the House which the Platform 
may at any time decide. 

On 8th October, 1941, Ex-Convener Glen, on his retiral from the House, presented a further £1,000 for 
augmentation purposes. Declaration of Trust dealing with both gifts dated 22nd November, 1941. 

The income of the £1,000 3Y:z per cent Conversion Stock is to be used for augmenting, at the discretion 
of the Platform, incomes of pensioners so as to bring such incomes up to £52 per annum. 

The income of the second gift is to be used as a supplementary augmentation to those pensioners 
whose incomes have been brought up to £52 per annum. 

The income of the second gift is to be used as a supplementary augmentation to those pensioners 
whose incomes have been brought up to £52 per annum but no supplementary augmentation is to 
exceed £3. If the number of pensioners whose incomes are so augmented falls below lOin any year, 
the unexpended amount may be carried forward or distributed by the Platform among the pensioners 
as they deem fit. 

If the House, by reason of increase of revenues available for pensions, is able without assistance to 
increase the incomes of all pensioners of the House as they in their discretion think fit. 

The Brock Fund 

On 10th April, 1940, the Glasgow Educational Trust handed to the Trades House the Fund known as 
the "Brock" Fund, formerly administered by the Buchanan Trust, one of the Trusts which were 
combined to form the Glasgow Educational Trust. The capital was transferred to the House, together 
with some accumulated revenue. On 26th September, 1940, a balance of £15.24 was received from 
the late Treasurer of the Buchanan Trust. The purpose of the Fund is to assist former pupils of the 
Buchanan Institution (which was closed in 1922) who are in need of aid, both capital and revenue 
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being available for such purpose. 

Brown Society Trust ( 1967) 

To pay grants to those of the name of Brown, any surplus being applied to such charitable objects as 
the House may determine 

Belhaven Nurses' Fund 

The Glasgow and West of Scotland Co-operation of Trained Nurses was wound up on 27th October, 
1964, and thereafter its General Fund (including the former Pension Fund) and its Benevolent Fund 
were transferred to the House to be administered by it, acting through the Platform Committee, as a 
charitable trust called the Belhaven Nurses' Fund. The trust purposes are payment of quarterly . 
Retiring Allowance to nurses so entitled on 31 st October, 1964, payment of the balance of income in 
grants to nurses or ex-nurses who practise or practised in Scotland to meet special expenses during 
sickness, prolonged illness, early retirement through a breakdown in health or any unfortunate 
circumstances causing fmancial difficulties, and payment of any surplus to augment House Pensions. 

BELHA YEN NURSES - SICKNESS FUND. The Sick Fund of the Co-operation was simultaneously 
transferred to the House to be administered by it, acting through the Platform Committee, as an 
additional trust. The House was directed to hold the fund for one year from 31 st October, 1964, for 
payment of aliment to sick nurses who were registered members of the Co-operation on 31st October, 
1964. The House was further directed to wind up this fund on 31st October, 1965, by amalgamating it 
with the Belhaven Nurses' Fund. 

Ex-Convener Daniel Duncan's Trust 

On 5th April, 1966, the Trustees of the charitable trust set up by Ex-Convener Daniel Duncan, 
D.L.,J.P., made over investments and cash to a value of £19,184, to the House to form the "Daniel 
Duncan Trust Fund." The income is to be uses for augmentation of House pensions or such other 
charitable purposes as the House might determine (but not educational purposes nor the purposes of 
the Commonweal Fund nor the maintenance of Hall Buildings). Minute of Acceptance dated 22nd 
June registered (B. ofC. & S.) August, 1966. 

Lord Fraser of Allander's Trust 

On 11th October, 1966, the Trustees of the charitable trust set up by Lord Fraser of A1lander, 
D.L.,LL.D., paid £20,000 to the House to form the "Lord Fraser of AlIander Fund." The income is to 
be used for educational or other charitable purposes in the discretion of the House. Deed of 
Declaration of Trust dated 12th and registered (B. ofC. & S.) 14th October, 1966. 

Sir John R Richmond's Estate 

In September, 1964, Sir John Richmond's Trustees donated £2,500 from his estate towards the Fabric 
Fund from which the House met its share of expenditure on the Hall Buildings. 
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Scottish Association of Manufacturers Agents 

In 1980, the House took over the administration of the Benevolent Fund of the Association for 
payment of pensions to those connected with the Association who are in need., whom failing for 
charitable purposes. 

Potato Trade Benevolent Society 

The funds were transferred to the Trades House in 2004, with authority to administer the funds and to 
dispose of the income annually to any deserving cases within the membership of the Society, whom 
failing any deserving cases within the potato trade in Scotland, whom failing any other deserving 
cause in Sotland. 

Scottish Insulating Engineers Association 

In 1972 The Trades House accepted the residue of the Association's funds to administer as a 
charitable trust to provide prizes for apprentice insulating engineers or, failing the need for such prizes, 
for other charitable purposes. The House is the trustee of the capital and the engineers spend the 
mcome 

The Slate Trade Benevolent Association 

In 2005 the Association handed over its funds to the Trades House, for the Robert Hill Trust, along 
with certain artefacts. 

Victor J Cumming Trust 

In 1978 Victor J Cumming bequeathed the residue of his estate to the House to be held in trust for the 
following organisations:-

One tenth - The Trades House ( for charitable purposes) 

One tenth - The Incorporation of Bakers of Glasgow 

One tenth - The Association of Deacons of Glasgow 

One tenth - The Association of Deacons of Glasgow (Daughters Fund) 

One tenth - The Weavers Society of Anderston 

One tenth -The City of Glasgow Native Benevolent Association 

The balance of the net income from the residue to be distributed annually in such proportions as the 
Trades may decide each year among the above mentioned beneficiaries, including the Trades House. 

A bequest by the late Mrs Jenny Cumming in 1978 was added to the original fund. 

Andrew Sclanders Trust 

In 1987, part of the residue was transferred to the House for the benefit of the following institutions, 
equally:-

Aberlour Orphanange, Aberlour, Banffshire 
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The Princess Louise Scottish Hospital, Erskine 

The Orphan Homes of Scotland, Bridge of Weir 

The Commonweal Fund is the ultimate substitute beneficiary 

William Wylie Macfarlane and Mary Macfarlane Fund 

By Deed of Trust in 1970 the William Wylie and Mary Macfarlane Fund was set up for the purpose 
of "giving grants and/or pensions primarily to such deserving widows, relatives or dependants of 
persons who or have been directors or in the employment of Macfarlane Lang & Co Ltd .......... and 
subsidiarily to such deserving citizens of Glasgow, and the deserving widows, dependents and families 
of such citizens as the Trustees in their absolute discretion shall select." 

Archibald Speirs Trust ( 1969 ) 

To assist any member of the various Crafts, widows or unmarried daughters in financial need 

Glasgow United Fleshers Society 

In 2009 the funds were transferred to the Trades House for the original purposes, which are 
" for such object or objects ........... as the trustees in their discretion may select and in particular for 
the assistance of those who have followed the trade of Flesh er, their widows, children and other 
dependents or any other agent, distressed and disabled person ............ " 

Barony of Gorbals Benevolent Society 

In July 2009, the funds were transferred to the Trades House, with income to be applied for the benefit 
of deserving citizens of Glasgow. 

Scottish Building Contractors Association 

The funds of the Association were transferred to the Trades House in June 2010, with the income to be 
applied as follows:-

An award of £350 to the top student in the fmal year ofHND in Construction Management, at 
Glasgow Metropolitan College ( now City of Glasgow College) 

An award of £350 to the top student in fmal year of the part- time Construction Management Degree 
Course at Glasgow Caledonian University. 

An award is also to be made to the runner-up in the Trades House Modern Apprentice of the Year 
Scheme. 

Iron Steel and Ironmongery Benevolent Association of Scotland ( ISmAS) (2002) 

To afford relief to necessitous and deserving individuals concerned with the ironmongery, Iron and 
Steel Merchants Trades in Scotland, their widows, widowers or dependants. ( Manual workers 
generally not eligible for benefit) 

Glasgow Aged Women's Society 
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The Society was established in 1926, its purpose being to "aid widows and unmarried women of 60 
years of age and upwards, resident in Glasgow and of the protestant religion" 

Partick Queen Victoria Diamond Jubilee Association 

In 1997, the funds were transferred to the Trades House. 

Having taken the opinion of Counsel in 1960, the purposes of the Association were restricted to 
"To provide, if thought advisable, the sick poor with medicine and medical requisites or surgical 
appliances. 
To subscribe money or otherwise assist Associations or persons having objects similar to or kindred 
with any objects of the Association" 
Where possible the above purposes are to be applied to persons or associations in the Partick area of 
Glasgow. 

The Commonweal Fund 

1. GENERAL 

Established following upon the unanimous resolution of the House on the motion of Collector John 
Dallas on 25th January, 1924, and founded by Deed of Gift granted by James H Mathieson, D.L., 
Deacon Convener of the Trades; John Dallas, D.L., Collector of the Trades House: and George F 
Paisley, J.P., Ex-Visitor of the Incorporation ofMaltmen, dated 18th June, 1924, the Trust being 
accepted by the House on the same date. 

The Trust fund consists of any sums which may be given or bequeathed to the House for the purpose 
of the Fund. 

The following is a list of donations and bequests of £1,000 and upwards, excluding donations given 
for specific purposes which are detailed on pages 

A full list of the donors and testators is inscribed in "The Book of the Commonweal Fund" kept at the 
Trades Hall. 

(A list of donors prior to 1973 can be found in the 1973 edition of the Trades House Handbook) 

The Trust Deed directs that the revenue is to be disposed of for good and pious uses tending the 
advancement of the commonweal of the Burgh as may be recommended by a Special Committee 
known as "The Commonweal Fund Committee." 

Grants for such good and pious uses may be made inter alia for charitable or educational schemes or 
situations, charitable or educational schemes or Institutions, charitable Institutions which assist the 
poor and needy, schemes promoted in Glasgow for the advancement of education by scientific study or 
research and any specific purposes to which a donor or testator may desire the revenue or the capital of 
special gift or bequest to be applied. 

The Management Committee consists of:-

(a) Four ex officio members of the House, viz.: the Deacon Convener, Collector, Late Convener 
and Late Collector (or Ex-Convener). 

(b) Four representatives of the House chosen from candidates proposed at the September meeting 
annually and elected at the following meeting. 

(c) Six prominent citizen Guild Brethren (co-opted by the foregoing eight members) who are not 
representatives in or of the House nor Ex- Conveners. 
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Deed of Trust registered (B. ofC. & S.) 5th July, 1924. 

IT FUNDS IDENTIFIED WITH THE COMMONWEAL FUND 

(a) . MRS MARY H MCADAM'S BEQUEST 

Mrs Mary H McAdam died in 1964 leaving the residue of her estate to be administered as a trust by 
the Commonweal Fund Committee. The income on the estate is to utilised in providing one or more 
scholarships for medical research at Glasgow University (to be know as the "William and Margaret 
Forrest Fund"). Surplus income, if any, is divisible among The Earl Haig Fund, The Indigent 
Gentlewomen's Fund, The Royal National Lifeboat Institution, Fairbridge Farm Schools and The 
British Empire Leprosy Relief Association. The Committee may discontinue the medical scholarships 
and make over the capital or the major portion thereof to the five last mentioned bodies and the 
balance to Glasgow charities. Settlement of the balance of the bequest, which totalled £66,522 was 
made in February, 1967. 

( b) THE BOUNTY CHEST 

Mr George Alexander Dallas, who died on 14th November, 1926, bequeathed £1,OOO:free of 
Government duty, to the Commonweal Fund for the purpose of founding a fund to form part of the 
Commonweal Fund, to be called "The Bounty Chest," the revenue to be handed over by the 
management of the Commonweal Fund to the Deacon Convener and Collector, to be expended by 
them in their sole discretion in grants to deserving citizens of Glasgow of either sex who have been 
resident in Glasgow for not less than twenty years or to widows of such citizens, a preference being 
given to those citizens or their widows who are or whose husbands were Burgesses and Guild Brethren 
of the City by purchase. Receipt and Discharge dated 8th November, 1927. 
On 22nd June, 1937, the House received £1,000 to be added to this Fund from 
the Trustees ofthe late Mr W G Gardiner. 

On 16th June, 1948, the House received £1 ,000 to be added to this Fund fonn the Trustees of the late 
Sir Frederick C Gardiner. 

On 5th August, 1950, the House received £1,000 bequeathed by the late Ex-Convener John Dallas, 
D.L., to be expended for the purposes of this Fund over ten years. 

On 10th July, 1958 the House received £4,108 to be added to the Fund from the Trustees of the late 
Mr William Donald. 

(c) THE DA VID PERRY NURSES' TRUST 

Mr David Peny, Ex-Deacon of the Bonnetmakers and Dyers, in October, 1927, donated £6,000, the 
income to be expended in grants to fully trained female registered nurses whose names are on the 
register provided for by the Nurses Registration (Scotland) Act, 1919, or to probationers in course of 
training who have been in training for at least two complete years. 

Applicants must for some time prior to the grant have been actively engaged in hospitals, infImlaries, 
institutions, nursing or convalescent homes, or in connection with nursing associations or 
organisations or working on their own account in sick nursing in private houses. 

A preference to be given to nurses and probationers generally employed within the area of the City of 
Glasgow. 

Grants to be given only to nurses or probationers who have temporarily broken down in health or are 
in the convalescent stage after an illness or who, on the advice of their medical attendant, require a 
holiday rest longer than the usual period allowed them the object of all grants being to enable the 



24 
recipient with medical attention and rest to recuperate and return to work restored in health. 

Grants are not to be given for the benefit of retired nurses, nor to nurses or probationers who have 
pennanently broken down or are considered unlikely to be able to return to duty. 

Each grant must not exceed £25. 

The fmancial resources and family circumstances of each applicant are to be taken into account, and 
each applicant must state the amount of her earnings for the preceding twelve months and whether she 
is liable to pay income tax. 

All applicants must have their applications supported by a written recommendation signed by a 
medical superintendent or surgeon or physician or matron of or officially connected with a hospital, 
infinnary, institution, nursing or convalescent home, nursing association or other nursing organisation, 
or by a duly qualified medical practitioner. - Deed of Trust and Minute of Acceptance, registered (B. 
ofC. and S.) 16th November, 1927. 

If in any fmancial year the grants awarded are insufficient to utilise the Trust income, the balance of 
income at the end of that year is to be added to the Revenue of the Commonweal Fund. - See House 
Minutes, 29th May, 1957. 

( d) COL. F J STEVENSON'S TRUST 

On 13th June, 1929, Col. F J Stevenson gifted £2,000 to the Commonweal Fund for the purpose of 
providing a yearly payment of £100, or as near thereto as the income will allow, to the Ravenscraig 
Convalescent Home for Children. In the event of the Home going out of existence (which occurred in 
1949), the revenue is to be at the disposal of the Commonweal Fund Committee for the general 
purposes of the Fund. - Minute of Acceptance, registered (B. ofC. & S.) 16th October, 1929. 

( e ) THE JOHN DALLAS FUND 

On 19th February, 1942, Ex-Convener John Dallas, D.L., intimated a gift of £1 ,000 to the 
Commonweal Fund, to be known as "The John Dallas Fund." The free revenue is to be paid to the 
Glasgow District Nursing Association. In the event of the Association ceasing to exist, or becoming 
wholly or partly maintained or aided by the State or Local Authority (which took place in 1948), or in 
the event of the aims and purposes of the Association being altered, or if for any other reason the 
Commonweal Fund Committee, by two-thirds majority, decided that payment of the free revenue of 
the Fund is no longer expedient, the revenue shall be at the disposal of the Commonweal Fund 
Committee for the general purposes of the Commonweal Fund. 

On 5th August, 1950, the House received £10,000 bequeathed by the late Ex-Convener John Dallas, 
D.L., as a supplement to this Fund, the income to be divided annually, preferably among the following 
organisations or any of them in such proportions as the Commonweal Fund Committee may 
determine:-(I) The Glasgow Battalion of the Boys' Brigade; (2) The Boy Scouts' Association, 
Glasgow; (3) The Girl Guides' Association, Glasgow; (4) The Girls' Guildry, 212 Bath Street, 
Glasgow; and (5) The society of Social Service, 212 Bath Street, Glasgow. The sums paid to the first 
four organisations to be applied for the exclusive benefit of companies and troops within the 
boundaries of the City of Glasgow. If at any time the Committee decide that no grants are to be paid 
as directed, the income is to be applied for the general purposes of the Commonweal Fund. T.D. & S., 
dated 16th November, 1949, and registered (B. ofC. & S.), 7th February, 1950. 

(f) SIMON DALLAS BEQUEST 

On 5th August, 1950, the House also received £10,000 bequeathed by the Late Ex-Convener John 
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Dallas, D.L., in memory of his brother Simon Dallas, which bequest is to be known as "The Simon 

Dallas Bequest," and is to form part of the Commonweal Fund. The Income is to be applied in grants 
or pensions to widows in straitened circumstances between the ages of thirty and fifty who are 
responsible for the upbringing and maintenance of a child or children under eighteen years of age and 
who are not eligible for assistance otherwise from the House or the Incorporations. Widows eligible 
shall be those whose husbands have been for at least ten years continuously engaged in business or 
professions in Glasgow, either on their own account or in positions of responsibility. The 
administration of this Fund is recommended by Mr Dallas to be in the hands of a small Committee 
consisting of preferably past Deacons or Visitors as the House may select. T.D. & S., dated 16th 
November, 1949, and registered (B. ofC. & S.), 7th February, 1950. 

(g) JOHN DALLAS SCHOLARSHIPS FUND 

On 28th March, 1952, the House received a further legacy of £1,000 bequeathed by the late Ex
Convener John Dallas, D.L., to be expended over ten years in providing in the High School of 
Glasgow four Scholarships annually, each of as nearly as may be Twenty-five Pounds, such 
Scholarships to be competed for annually by and awarded to sons of the clergymen of any Protestant 
denomination, whether in Glasgow or elsewhere in Scotland, and to be known as "The John Dallas 
Scholarships"; with power to the Committee of the Commonweal Fund to arrange and determine all 
matters concerning the eligibility of candidates and the nature and results of the examinations for said 
scholarships, the decision of the said Committee on any such matters not being subject to review on 
any ground. (The last grants were made in September, 1964.) 

( h) KENNETH MUIR-SlMPSON TRUST 

On 17th May, 1955, Ex-Deacon Kenneth Muir-Simpson gifted £1,000 to the Commonweal Fund, the 
revenue to be paid to The Glasgow and West of Scotland Convalescent Seaside Homes, Dunoon. In 
the event of the Institution ceasing to exist of becoming wholly or parly maintained by the State of by 
any local authority or by public rates or taxes or, if for any other reason, the Comrnonweal Fund 
Committee by a two-thirds majority decide that the free revenue of the Fund to the Institution is no 
longer expedient, the revenue is to be at the disopoal of the Commonweal Fund Committee for the 
general purposes of the Fund. 

Deed of Trust registered (B. ofC. & S.), 17th June, 1955. 

( i) BL YTHSWOOD TRUST FUND 

On 29th March, 1957, the Commonweal Fund received from the Trustees, acting under Deed and 
Declaration of Trust for the Officers of the Seventh Battalion Highland Light Infantry, £523 3s. 4d., 
being the residue of the Blythswood Trust Fund. The revenue is to be used for the benefit of 
Charitable Religious and Friendly Institutions carried on for behoof of citizens of Glasgow and 
preferably for those residing on the east side thereof. 

G) WILLlAM GARVEN TRUST 
A small legacy was left for the purposes of the Commonweal Fund. 

(k) ANDREW KERR FUND 
One quarter of the income is to be paid to the Glasgow Bute Benevolent Society, with the balance of 
the income to be applied for the purposes of the Comrnonweal Fund. 
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BEQUESTS FOR GENERAL PURPOSES 

Mrs Louisa Alexander's Trust 

The late Mrs Louisa Alexander of Shawholm, St Quivox Road, Prestwick, who died on 21 st 
December, 1959, bequeathed to the Trades Hosue the residue of her estate (which amounted to 
£2,299) the income to be used for such charitable purposes as the House may from time to time decide, 
but declared for their guidance that Societies or organisations for the welfare of children should have 
first consideration. 

The MacLean Trust 

On 13th October, 1886, Mr William MacLean,junior, who was during the same year Deacon 
Convener, President of the Association of Deacons, and Preses of the Grand Antiquity Society, handed 
to the Trades House the sum of £1,000 to institute a fund to be called "The MacLean Trust," the 
interest of which sum should be applied for any charitable purpose to which the House might see fit to 
vote the same, or for the promotion of education, literature, science, or the fine arts. 

Deed of Mortification registered (B. ofe. & S.), 14th October, 1887. 

The James McLennan Trust 

On 5th November, 1895, Late Convener McLennan handed to the Trades House the sum of £1,000, 
the revenue from which should be used for the general purposes of the House, or in such ways as the 
House, who should be Patrons of the Fund, might from time to time determine. The Fund is to be 
known as "The James McLennan Trust": 

Letter of Gift registered (B. ofC. & S.) 8th May 1897. 

Late Convener Copland's gifts 

On 9th October, 1895, Late Convener Copland, in demitting office as a Member of the Platform, 
handed to the Trades House a sum of £ 1 00 as a donation to its funds, to be used as the Members might 
see fit, without restriction. 

He also presented to the House, for the use of past and present Members, and Members of the Master 
Courts of the several Incorporations, a large edition of pamphlets containing tabulated Statements 
made up by him of the Stock, revenue, and Expenditure of the Trades House and Incorporations for 
the preceding thirty years. 

Sir John McDonald's Gift 

On 5th July, 1942, Sir John McDonald, Collector of the Incorporation ofMaltmen, handed to the 
Trades House the sum of £1,000, the income to be used for charitable purposes as the Platform of the 
House may decide, Minute of Acceptance, dated 23rd September, 1942, registered B. ofe. & S., 6th 
October, 1942. 

Deacon Convener J H Calder MacI.eod's Gift 

On 11th October, 1962, the Collector of the Trades House intimated the receipt of £1 ,000 from 
Deacon Convener J H Calder MacLeod, T.D., to be used for any purpose the House decides, without 



27 
restriction. 

Deacon Robert80n's Bequest 

Deacon William Robertson, Shipowner, Glasgow, who died on 19th March, 1919, bequeathed to the 
Trades House of Glasgow the sum of £500, free of legacy duty. 

Miss Christina A Buchan's Bequest 

Miss Christina Alexander Buchan, of7 Kirklee Terrace, Glasgow, W2., who died on 17th June 1952, 
bequeathed to the Trades house of Glasgow, two-seventh shares of the residue of her estate. The 
House has received £9,506. 

Ex-Convener Davidson's Bequests 

Ex-Convener Robert Davidson, by an inter vivos Deed of Trust, dated 16th October, 1923, directed his 
trustees, subject to certain liferent and other provisions in favour of his children, to pay to the Trades 
House of Glasgow one-half of the residue of the Trust Fund. 

Mr Davidson died on 23rd July, 1926, and by his Trust Disposition and Settlement, dated 27th May, 
1921, he directed his Trustees, subject to certain liferents and other provisions in favour of his widow 
and family, to pay to the Trades House of Glasgow one-half of the residue of his estate. 

Dr Lumsden's Bequest 

Harry Lumsden, M.A.,LL.B.,LL.D., Clerk of the Trades House of Glasgow, 1896-1939, editor of the 
"Records of the Trades House of Glasgow, 1605-1678 and 1713-1777," and the "Records of the 
Incorporation ofBonnetmakers and Dyers, 1593-1718"; author of the "History of Skinners, Furriers 
and glovers of Glasgow," and of the "Bibliography of the Guilds of Glasgow"; joint author of the 
"History of the Hammermen of Glasgow", and founder of the Mary Lumsden Bursary, who died on 
18th November, 1939, by his Settlement bequeathed, subject to a liferent to his widow and other 
provisions, the residue of his estate to the Trades House, the income to be used for such charitable 
purposes connected therewith as he, whom failing, his widow, might appoint, failing which for such 
purposes as the Trades House itself might decide. (See Minutes, 9th October, 1940.) 

The Testator's widow, who died on 9th September, 1955, left a Letter of Instructions which is recorded 
in the Minutes of the House, of date 22nd September, 1955. 

By Interloctur of 9th July, 1965, the Court of Session approved a variation of the terms of the 
Settlement as a result of which the hOuse became absolutely entitled to 30% of the estate on that date. 
The House resolved to apply all income received in augmentation of House pensions. (See Minutes, 

September, 1965.) 

James Ewing Bequest 

Mr James Ewing, ofLevenside, who died on 29th November, 1853, bequeathed to the Trades House 
of Glasgow the sum of £500. 

The total sum received for principal and interest and after deducting legacy duty and expenses was 
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£654 7s.1d. - See Crawfurd's Sketch, p 

J Cumming Smith's Bequest 

Mr James Cumming Smith, Chartered Quantity Surveyor, late of Marlin Lodge, Newton Mearns, who 
died on 10th March, 1954, bequeathed to the Trades House the sum of £500, payable on the death of 
the liferentrix of his estate. 

Alexander Melville Bequest 

On 5th May, 1938, the House received a legacy of £500, less duty, from the Trustees of the Late 
Deacon Alexander Melville, the income to be expended for charitable purposes at the absolute 
discretion of the Deacon Convener and Collector and the Deacon and the Late Deacon of the 
Incorporation of Masons, any three to form a quorum. 

The Robert Hill Trust 

On 30th August, 1946, Robert Hill, of Moor burn, Kilmacolm, transferred to the House £10,000 
London and North-Eastern Railway 3 per cent Debenture Stock to found "The Robert Hill Trust." The 
income is to be used for giving grants, in each instance of not less than £30 annually, to deserving 
citizens of Glasgow and their deserving widows and families of Glasgow citizens who through 
reverses of fortune are in need of fmancial assistance, the balance of Income in any year to be carried 
forward to supplement the requirements of subsequent years. 

Trustees - The Deacon Convener and Collector. 

Deed of Trust registered B. ofC. and S., 30th September, 1946. 

On 23rd November, 1951, the House received from Robert Hill the sum of £1 0,000 to be added to this 
Fund. 

By transfer, dated 18th August, 1954, the House received from Robert Hill, £600 Ordinary Stock 
(fully paid) of the Royal Insurance Company to be added to this Fund. 

In 2005, the funds of The Slate Trade Benevolent Association were transferred to the Trades House, to 
be added to the capital of the Robert Hill Trust. 

Barclay and Dixon Bequest 

Ex-Deacon John Barclay bequeathed to the House the sum of £1,000 to form a Bequest to be known as 
"The Barclay and Dixon Bequest," as he wished the legacy to be associated with Ex-Convener Allan S 
Dixon, D.L., who was Deacon Convener during Mr Barclay's term of office as Deacon of the 
Incorporation of Gardeners. The revenue is to be used for grants to deserving citizens. 

The Spinsters' Fund 

On 1st September, 1948, Ex-Convener John Dallas, D.L., gave to the House £1,000 to be distributed at 
the rate of £ 1 00 per annum until the Fund is exhausted by means of supplementary grants to unmarried 
daughters who, through looking after aged parents, are unable to earn their livelihood or, through 
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illness or accident, have had pennanently to abandon their occupation and who are pensioners of the 
Trades House or of any of the Incorporations or of the Grand Antiquity Society or of the City of 
Glasgow Native Benevolent Association. 

This fund has now been expended and no further grants will be awarded. 

Minute of Acceptance, dated 11th October, 1948. 

Unmarried Daughters' Fund 

On 23rd October, 1948, the House received from Deacon John Paterson, of the Incorporation of 
skinners, the sum of £1 ,000 to found a Fund, the income from which is to be used for the benefit of 
unmarried Daughters connected with the Incorporations who have sacrificed their prospects in life 
through looking after aged relatives. Deed of Trust registered (B. ofC. & S.), 2nd September, 1950. 

On 5th October, 1949, the House received £1,000 from the Trustees of the late Sir Frederick C 
Gardiner as an addition to this Fund. 

On 16th October, 1951, Ex-Deacon R B Thomson gave to the House £100 in appreciation of the 
appointment ofMr Allan S Dixon as Deacon Convener. After consultation with Deacon Thomson it 
was decided to add the gift to this Fund. 

On 11th November, 1953, the Incorporation of Skinners gave £100 to this Fund to be spent in grants 
during the year. 

Similar amounts were received from Deacon Thomson's estate. The Deacon Convener allocated the 
money to the Halls Endowment Fund (see Minute of 12th October, 1966). 

The Park Parish Church 

On the closure of the Church certain legacies held by it became payable to the House. £5,289 was 
received in September, 1966. 

Robert D Allison's Bequest 

Robert D Allison, M.A.,LL.B., Clerk of the Trades House of Glasgow, 1939 -1966, by his Settlement 
bequeathed a legacy of £2,000 to the Trades House, of which he allocated £500 to the Commonweal 
Fund and £1,500 to the funds of the House for charitable purposes. 

Sir Patrick M Thomas Fund 

In 1991, a legacy of £5000 was received from the estate of the late Ex Convener Sir Patrick M Thomas 
to establish a fund bearing his name. The income to be at the disposal of the Deacon Convener 
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Miss Constance Legge 

In 2006, the residue of her estate was received by the Trades House for the furtherance of the work 
with the elderly. 

Robert (Bob) Colquhoun (fonner public relations consultant to the Trades House) 

In 2006, a legacy of £162,000 was received by the Trades House, without any conditions attached. The 
House also received a share of a 5 year annuity which generated annual income of around £30,000 
( This fmished in 2011) 

(c) MISCELLANEOUS 

War Memorial Fund 

Founded by the House on 30th May, 1919, on the unanimous recommendation of the Sub-Committee 
on the allocation of War Relief Funds, of date 24th February, 1919. The funds collected that year so 
far as not specifically allocated by the Incorporations contributing the same, were set aside to fonn a 
special fund for the relief of demobilised officers and men, discharged sailors and soldiers, connected 
with the Incorporations. The sum invested was £2,975, and the revenue is administered by the 
Committee on pensioners in grants to members or sons of members of the Incorporations who served 
in the Navy or Army during the Great War. 

At the outbreak of war in September, 1939, the House resolved to inaugurate a Fund from which 
grants would be allocated to any Relief Fund, Institution or Society devoting its assistance to the relief 
of suffering resulting from the war. The balance at the close of the Fund in March, 1948, amounted to 
£5,319 and this was added to the original Fund. The amount so added (both Capital and Revenue) is 
to be available for grants for the relief of individuals connected with the Incorporations who have 
suffered as a result of the two World Wars. Exempted from registration under the War Charities Act, 
1940. 

Any unused revenue balance at the end of each financial year is to be transferred to the Pension 
Augmentation Fund. See House Minutes, 28th February, 1957. 

350th Anniversary 

On 6th February, 1955, the House celebrated the 350th Anniversary of the granting of the Letter of 
Guildry by attending a special service in the Cathedral on that day. The Platform of the House decided 
that each pensioner and precept-holder on the Roll should receive a gift of £3.50 to mark the 
anniversary and, as the House had no funds available the Deacon Convener appealed for donations. 
Donations amounting to £1,210.50 were received and remitted to arrive on the morning of the 350th 
Trades House Anniversary Dinner, which took place on 12th October, 1955. 

Halls Endowment Fund 

Founded by the House in 1966 (see Minutes of 23rd February and 26th May, 1966) to set up a capital 
fund, the income on which is to be used for maintaining and improving the Trades Hall Buildings. 
This fund has been wound up. Details of the contributions made prior to 31 st May 1972 can be found 
in the 1973 edition of the Trades House Handbook. 
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EDUCATIONAL AWARD SCHEMES 

SCHOOL CRAFf AWARD 

The School Craft Competition run in conjunction with Glasgow City Council Education 
Services seeks to recognise and reward traditional craft work undertaken by pupils as part of 
the SQA Standard and Higher Grade Craft and Design syllabuses. Prizes are awarded in the 
categories of woodwork, plastic and metalwork 
Their work is judged according to the following criteria:- innovation and inspiration of 
design, technical achievement and execution and practical relevance to the individual. 
Since 2006, the Competition has been expanded to include participants in the Culinary 
Excellence programme run by Glasgow City Council Education Services as part of the SQA 
Hospitality Intermediate 2 Course. 

CRAFTEX 

The annual Craftex Competition and its associated exhibition provides a show case for the 
very best work of students from the City's Further Education Colleges. The recognition takes 
the form of monetary prizes and the presentation of certificates to exceptional students in a 
wide range of skills. The Deacon Convener's Gold medal is awarded to the student who is 
considered to have produced the most outstanding piece of work. 

CITIZENSHIP A WARD 

This award which is open to all schools - pre5, primary, secondary and special needs, - is to 
recognise the work being undertaken by schools, in , for and with their communities. 
There is no monetary award, but a plaque is presented to the winning school and a certificate 
given to all the commended schools. 

MODERN APPRENTICE OF THE YEAR AWARD 

This award which was instituted in 2006, is open to Modem Apprentices employed by firms 
throughout the Glasgow post code area The Award aims to encourage individuals to take up 
and continue the traditional trades represented by the fourteen craft Incorporations and also 
more modem skills. The finalists receive a monetary prize, with the overall winner having his 
or her name engraved on the trophy. 
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IV - INSTITUTIONS 

To which the House sends Representatives 

The Dean of Guild Court Trust 

In tenns of the Local Government ( Scotland) Act 1973 as part of the refonn of local government, the 
Dean of Guild Court was abolished in May 1975. The Dean of Guild Court Trust was set up after 
procedure in the Court of Session. The House sends four representatives to the Trust, along with the 
Merchants House, and three representatives from the City Council. The funds of the Trust are used for 
charitable purposes, with particular reference to the support of historic buildings in the City. 

For the sake of historical record, the following paragraphs from the Blue Book of 1973 are retained:-

The Dean of Guild Court* 

The Dean of Guild Court of Glasgow was constituted by the Letter of Guildry. (Charles n, cap.l29.) 
The constitution of the Court as so established has been preserved intact to the present time. In 
addition to the Dean of Guild, who is annually elected by the Merchants House, eight persons known 
as "Lyners," consisting of four Merchants (including the late Dean of Guild) and four Craftsmen, all 
Guild Brethren, are annually elected, four by the Merchants House and four by the Trades House. The 
constitution prescribes "that they shall be men of good fame, knowledge, experience, care, and zeal for 
the common weal, the most worthy men of both ranks." The jurisdiction of the Court still embraces 
the exclusive cognisance of all questions of "neighbourhood and lining within the Burgh," * ie., all 
questions of boundaries and of the erection, alteration, repair and removal of houses and buildings. 
The Officers of the Court consist of a Clerk, Procurator Fiscal, Master of Works, Treasurer and 
Officer. They are elected and hold their appointment directly from the Court, independent of the 
Town Council and the Merchants and Trades Houses, a point judicially settled in the case of The Dean 
o/Guildv. the Magistrates and Town Council o/Glasgow, 26th June, 1876. 

The Court sits once monthly, besides on special occasion when business is urgent. The Business 
transacted is extensive and important. 

The "Lyners" derive no profit or emolument from their office and, being selected from outside the 
Members of the Town Council, they can sit in judgement on those numerous cases in which the 
Corporation of Glasgow is often deeply concerned in the capacity of Trustees under various Trusts and 
local Acts, the operations of which necessitate the Corporation being suitors before the Dean of Guild 
and his Council. The existence of the court in its present fonn has in recent years been threatened, but 
the consideration of proposed alterations in its constitution has only served to strengthen it by bringing 
more clearly before the notice of its would-be refonners many reasons for expressly recognising and 
preserving it by public enactment. This was the case with the "Burgh Refonn Act, 1833," the 
"Municipal Elections Act 1860," and the "Burgh Police Acts, 1892 and 1903," besides several Local 
Acts of Parliament relating to the Municipality and to the administration of different departments of 
the Corporation of Glasgow. The Bill of 1888 contained provisions whereby the Dean of Guild Court 
might have been abolished, and under which the Town Council might have substituted a Court 
selected out of its own body. A memorial and representation was, however, made by the Merchants 
House and Trades House to the Lord Advocate respecting these provisions, with the result that the old 
constitution of the Dean of Guild Court was maintained. The Acts of 1892 and 1903, and the Housing 
and Town Planning Bill, 1909, were amended to protect the constitution of the Court after 
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representations had been made to the Government. 

The Building (Scotland) Act of 1959 did not alter the constitution of the Dean of Guild Court. When 
the Bill was before Parliament an amendment was put forward that the Court should include three 
members appointed by the Local Authority but this was rejected. 

Hutcheson's Hospital 

Founded by George Hutcheson of Lambhill, by deed of mortification dated 16th December, 1639, and 
by his brother, Thomas Hutcheson, by deed dated 16th March and 3rd July, 1641. The Founders 
bequeathed their fortunes for the exclusive benefit of the Burgesses of the Merchant and Trades ranks, 
and the management was vested in the Town Council, as composed of members of those ranks 
respectively. 

Extended powers were granted by Royal Charter in 1841, and by the Act 35, Vict., cap.20, 1872. 

The management now consists of the Preceptor, the Lord Provost, the Dean of Guild, the Deacon 
Convener, the Town Council, and others mentioned in said Act. Besides the Deacon Convener, who is 
ex officio a Patron, the House elects other three Patrons annually. 

By Scheme, dated 5th March, 1885, under the Educational Endowments Act, 1882, the educational 
part of the Institution is directed to be separately dealt with (see infra Hutchesons' Educational Trust). 

As regards the Hospital, its funds are now applied in aiding citizens of Glasgow, or persons who, in 
the estimation of the patrons, may be considered needful and deserving, who have carried on business 
or trades in Glasgow for some time, and to some extent, on their own account, with credit and 
reputation, or who have been in any way the means of promoting the prosperity of the City and who by 
misfortune have been reduced in circumstances; also the widows and daughters of persons of the 
above description, whose circumstances the Patrons may consider call for assistance. 

Adam, BeD, Gibson and Stewart Bursaries Trust 

This Trust was incorporated under the Educational Endowments (Scotland) Acts, 1928-1935, on 2nd 
February, 1937. The Scheme embraces the James Adam Foundation, Mrs Bell's Trust (so far as 
relating to education), the John Gibson bursary Fund and Miss Bethia Stewart's Trust. After meeting 
expenses of management, the governing body awards Glasgow University Bursaries. The Trades 
House is entitled to elect one person as a member of the Governing Body. 

Hutcheson's Educational Trust 

This Trust was incorporated under the Educational Endowments (Scotland) Acts, 1928-1935, on 8th 
June, 1937. The. Scheme embraces the former Hutcheson's Educational Trust, Dr John Hutchison's 
Trust Fund and the Mary McMillan Kerr Bursary Fund. After meeting expenses of management, the 
Governing Body is directed to continue and develop Hutcheson's Boys' Grammar School and 
Hutchesons' Girls' Grammar School; to erect a new Hutchesons' Boys' Grammar School; children to be 
educated in these schools as foundationers or as scholars and bursars after competition; also to award 
competitive post-school bursaries and prizes. The Trades House is entitled to elect one person as a 
member of the Governing Body. 
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On 6th August, 1958, the Commonweal Fund Committee made a grant of £1,000 to the Trust towards 
the cost of the new Grammar School for Boys. 

Glasgow Educational and Marshall Trust 

This Trust was incorporated under the Educational Endowments (Scotland) Acts, 1928-1935, on 8th 
June, 1937. The Scheme embraces nineteen fonner Endowments, Trusts and Bequests, including the 
Marshall Trust, The Logan & Johnston School and the Buchanan Trust. Under the last two the Trades 
House was entitled to elect three Governors each. After meeting expenses of management, the 
Governing Body is directed to pay certain bursaries, viz.:-Junior school bursaries, competitive senior 
school bursaries, competitive University bursaries, competitive Central Institution, etc., bursaries, 
travel scholarships continuation class bursaries, assistance in obtaining practical traces experience, 
travel grants, maintenance and clothing grants, besides providing for school excursions, sports 
facilities and grants to Institutions. The Trades House in entitled to elect two persons to the Governing 
Body. 

The University of Strathclyde 
( fonnerly Royal College of Science and Technology ) 

Founded by Scheme, dated 26th November, 1886, under the Educational Endowments Act, by which 
Anderson's College (excepting its Medical School), the College of Science and Arts (fonnerly the 
Mechanics Institutions, while preserving the distinctive objects of each, were placed under the 
managements of one governing body, to which the Trades House elects one representative, who holds 
office for five years. 

In 1957 the name was changed from the Royal Technical College to the Royal College of Science and 
Technology. 

Under the Royal College of Science and Technology of Glasgow Scheme, 1962, the council of the 
college shall include one person to be elected by the Trades House. The period of office is to be five 
years; but the Governor elected by the Trades House immediately prior to the date of the Scheme is to 
remain in office until the expiry of the period for which he was elected (ie, till 1st December, 1965). 

In 1901, contributions to the extent of £ 1,755 were made by the House and Incorporations to the 
Building Scheme of the college. Of this sum £500 was contributed by the House. 

From 1951 to 1957 the Commonweal Fund donated grants amounting to £3,500 to the College and a 
tablet denoting this is being placed by the Governors within the laboratories of the Montrose Street 
extension. 
In 1964 the college became the University of Strathclyde. Under its Charter the Trades House is 
entitled to appoint a member to the General Convocation. 

On 14th May, 1969, the Commonweal Fund gave £5,000 to the University to further the University's 
standing as a centre of Technology by raising fmance for a number of detailed individual projects. 
This grant was given on the understanding that the name of the Trades House be associated with the 
donation. 
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Baillie's Institution 

George Baillie, writer, Glasgow, by inter vivos Deed, in 1863, made over his means and estate to the 
Faculty of Procurators for the ultimate endowment of and institution to be called "Baillie's Institution," 
having for its object, primarily, to aid the self-culture of the operative classes in Glasgow, by means of 
Free Public Libraries and Reading Rooms. This Institution was incorporated by Royal Charter, dated 
18th March, 1867, and is regulated by Scheme, of date 6th April, 1889, under the Educational 
Endowments Act, by which the Trades House is appointed to elect one representative on the 
Governing Board, who holds office for five years. 

Glasgow Chamber of Commerce 

In terms of the Supplementary Royal Charter in favour of the Chamber of Commerce and 
Manufacturers in the City of Glasgow, granted 12th and sealed at Edinburgh, 26th June, 1907, the 
Trades House, along with certain other Associations and Incorporations, is entitled to nominate a 
Directorate Representative to the Chamber on such payment, and subject to such regulations as the 
Chamber may from time to time by Bye-law enact. 

Muirhead Trust 

Reconstituted by the Muirhead Trust Order Confirmation Act, 1910, which confirms a Provisional 
Order promoted to vary the purposes of the Trust and the application of the Residue of the Trust Funds 
of the late Henry Muirhead, M.D., LL.D., of Long dales and Bushyhill, in the County of Lanark, and or 
other purposes. In terms of the act, the Trades House is appointed to nominate one representative 
Trustee to hold office for three years from date of nomination. Representative Trustees may be 
members of the body making the nomination or otherwise. Women are, but clergymen are not, 
eligible as trustees. 

The Trustees administer a Fund of fully £50,000, the revenue of which is dispensed by them towards 
two new Medical Chairs in the University of Glasgow; Scholarships in Strathclyde University; Post 
Graduate Scholarships in the Royal Samaritan Hospital for Women and the Royal Hospital for Sick 
Children; and towards any of the purposes mentioned in the Testamentary writings of the Truster so 
far as not inconsistent with the purposes mentioned in the Act. 

Strathclyde Youth Club Association ( formerly 
Glasgow Area Union of Youth Clubs) 

The House nominates two members to the General Council, to serve for three years. 

Dallas Benevolent Fund 

In terms of the Deed of Trust by the Trustees of the late Mr John Dallas, the House is entitled to 
appoint one nominee trustee to hold office for three years and who shall be eligible for re-appointment. 
- See Minutes, 26th September, 1951. 

YMCA 
The House nominates two members to serve for three years 

Glasgow Building Preservation Trust 
The House nominates one member to serve for three years 



The Samaritans of Glasgow ( formerly 
Telephone Samaritan Service) 
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Founded to help those who are in despair or who are tempted to suicide. The House appoints a 
member of the Council who serves for three years 

The Childrens Foundation in Scotland Ltd (Children's Classic Concerts) 
The House nominates one member to serve for three years 

Clyde Maritime Trust 
The House nominates one trustee to serve for three years 

Botanic Gardens Working Group 
The House nominates one member to serve for two years 

The House was formerly entitled to send representatives to the following organisations, but the 
representation has now ceased:-

Clyde Navigation Trust, latterly the Clyde Port Authority 

National Health Service ( the Boards of the various InfirmariesIHospitals in Glasgow) 

The Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama 

The Scottish College of Commerce (now part of the University of Strathclyde ) 

The Glasgow and West of Scotland College Domestic Science ( now part of Glasgow Caledonian 
University ) 

The Royal Scottish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children 

Glasgow District Nursing Association 

Glasgow Hospitals Auxiliary Association 

Glasgow Group Multiple Sclerosis Society 

Glasgow Civic Society 

Scottish Epilepsy Association 

The Glasgow School of Art 

Organisations of which the Deacon Convener is a Patron or member ex 
officio:-

Adam Smith Chair of Political Economy at Glasgow University 

Under the Deed of Gift by the deceased Mr Andrew Stewart, the founder, dated 17th February, 1896, 
the House elects a Patron. 

By resolution of 23rd September, 1896, it was unanimously agreed that it should be an understanding 
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by the House that the Deacon Convener for the time being should always hold this appointment. 

Association for Relief of Incurables 

Founded for the relief of persons in Glasgow and the West of Scotland suffering from incurable 
diseases. 

The Deacon Convener is a Director ex officio. 

City of Glasgow Society of Social Service 

The Deacon Convener is a Director ex officio. - See Minutes, 21st February, 1941. 

The St Mungo Prize 

Founded in 1936 by an Anonymous Donor. 

The purpose of the Trust is to provide a prize of approximately £1,000 every third year to the person 
who provides the most useful or constructive suggestion for improving the City of Glasgow. The 
person to whom the prize is awarded is to be chosen from time to time by a Committee appointed in 
terms of the deed of Trust constituting the prize. The Deacon Convener for the time being, or in the 
event of the Deacon Convener being unable or unwilling to act, a member of the House appointed and 
selected by the Executive administering the affairs of the House, ie, the Platform Committee, is a 
member of the committee of Selectors. Award, 1970, 1973, 1976. 

No. 602 (City of Glasgow) Squadron, A.A.F. Trust Fund 

The Deacon Convener is a Trustee ex officio. - See Minutes, 21st March, 1941. 

The Citizens Theatre 

The Deacon Convener is an Honorary Vice President 

Hutchesons' Hospital 

The Deacon Convener is a patron and a member of the executive committee. 

Dean of Guild Court Trust 

The Deacon Convener is a trustee ex officio 

The Deacon Convener's appointment ex officio to the foUowing organisations has ceased :-

McAlpine's Trust 

The Savings Bank of Glasgow 

The Sailors Home 

Balmanno House (formerly The Incorporated Glasgow Old Man's Friend Society and Old Women's 
Home) 

Glasgow Court House Commissioners 

The Glasgow Dental Hospital 
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TRADES HOUSE REFERENCE LmRARY 

The Library was constituted 16th March, 1897, to mark the liberality ofDavid MacLean, Esq., who 
presented to the House a richly carved Oak Bookcase, which was made from wood of the old Glasgow 
Cathedral. The bookcase was made the nucleus of a reference Library, to be the property of the 
House. 

The Library is open for reference to all Members of the Trades House and of the Incorporations. No 
book may be removed from the Library without a written order from the Deacon Convener or the 
Collector. 

Keys of the bookcase are held by the Clerk and the Hallkeeper. 
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THE TRADES HOUSE BOWLING TROPHY 

Presented by the Platform of the year 1896-97 to encourage and maintain amongst the Incorporations 
an Annual Bowling Competition. The Rules are annexed to Minute of the House, 11th June, 1897. 

WINNERS (1896- 2011) 

Hammermen ........ 1899 

Tailors 1921, 1926, 1938, 1975, 1976,2005, 
2011 

Cordiners 1900, 1902, 1905, 1909 
1914, 1932, 1950, 1951 
1970, 1983, 1985, 1989, 1997 

Maltmen . .2001,2002 

Weavers 1867, 1898, 1948, 1954 
1974, 1978, 1986,,1987, 1988, 1990 
2003, 2004, 2006 

Bakers 1903, 1907, 1925, 1955, 
1956, 1991 

Skinners .... 

Coopers 1957, 1963, 1973 

Wrights 1896,1901, 1904, 1908, 1910, 
1911,1913,1919,1920,1927, 
1928,1931,1933,1934,1939 
1949 (joint), 1959,1960 
1967,1968, 1971, 1972, 1980 

Fleshers 
1930, 1936, 1953, 1964 

Masons 1912, 1922, 1924, 1935, 1939, 
1949 (joint)1958, 1961, 1965, 1992, 
1993, 1994, 1998, 1999 

Gardeners 1906, 1923, 1937, 1952, 1966, 1969 
1973,1977,1981,2008 

Barbers ...... .... ..... . 1929, 1996 

. Dyers 1946,1947, 1962, 1979, 1982, 1984, 
1995,2009,2010 

NOTE: No competitions were held during 1914-1918 ,1940-1945 and 2007 

Secretary for the Annual Game: 
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THE TRADES HOUSE GOLF TROPHY 

A handsome Silver Shield was presented by the Platform of the year 1905-6 for annual competition 
amongst the Members of the Incorporations. The Rules are annexed to Minute of the House, 4th May, 
1906. 

WINNERS (1906-2011) 

Harrunermen 1938, 1948, 1960, 1989, 
1996,2010 

Tailors .. 1911, 1914, 1915, 1954, 1986 
1999, 

Cordiners 1910,1969,2011 
1932,2011 

Maltmen .. 1916, 1919, 1946, 1956, 1971 
1979 

Weavers .. 1908, 1920, 1929 

Bakers .. 1906, 1907, 1909, 1936, 
1939, 1947, 1955, 1961, 
1968,1970,1982,1988, 1994, 2008 

1937, 1998 

Skinners 1933, 1959, 1962, 1984 

Wrights .. 1964,1965, 1980, 1983, 1991 
2002, 2006 

Coopers 1977,1985, 1987, 1992, 1995 

Fleshers 1923,1926, 1927,1928, 

1935, 2000, 2009 

Masons .. 1913, 1940, 1949, 1950, 1993 
2004 

Gardeners 1912, 1924, 1963, 1969, 1997 
2007 

Barbers 1931, 1952, 1953 

Dyers .. 1921, 1925, 1934, 

2001, 2003 

NOTE: No competitions were held during 1917-1918 and 1941-1945. 
The competi· · was cancelled owing to bad weather. 

~~,nual Game: 
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THE BORLAND GOLF TROPHY 

In September, 1921, a handsome Silver Cup was presented by Collector David Borland for annual 
competition among duly qualified members (as distinct from the Master Courts) of the Fourteen 
Incorporations. The competition is a stroke one, under handicap, by teams of six players from each 
Incorporation, the four best scores in each team to count. 

WINNERS (1921-2011) 
Hammermen 1929, 1933, 1934, 
1953 (Joint), 1954, 1984, 1995 
2005 (Joint), 2010 

Tailors .. 1931, 1935, 1950 

Cordiners 1969, 1971 (Joint), 1978 

Maltmen .. 1922 

Weavers .. 1958 

Bakers .. 1930, 1955, 1959,2008 

Skinners 1961, 1968, 1974, 1990 

Wrigh~ .. 1925, 1932, 1964, 1967, 1973, 1975 
1979, 1981, 1986, 1989, 1993, 2005 (Joint) 
2009 

Coopers 1952, 1962, 1963, 1980, 1985, 1996 

Fleshers 1927, 1928, 1946, 1956, 1957, 
1966 

Masons 1923, 1924, 1926, 1947, 1949, 
1951, 1988, 1991, 1992, 1994 
1999, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2007, 
2011 

Gardeners. . 1953 (Joint), 1965, 
1971 (Joint), 1977, 1997, 
1998 

Barbers 1921,1936, 1937, 1938, 1948, 
1972 

Dyers 1982, 1983, 1987, 2001 

NOTE: No competition, 1939-1945. The 1960 and the 2006 Competitions were cancelled owing to 
weather conditions. 

Secretary to the Annual Game: 

John Hunter 
McLay, Mc} 
145 St Vince 
GlasgowG2 
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THE TRADES HOUSE ANGLING TROPHY 

In 1927 Deacon Convener Dallas presented to the House a handsome Silver Casket (a replica of the 
Convener's Charter Chest) for the purpose of encouraging and maintaining among the Incorporations 
and annual angling competition with a view to promoting a friendly intercourse among anglers who 
are also members of the Incorporations. The Rules are annexed to Minute of House, 1st November, 
1927. 

~RS(]927-2011 ) 

Hammennen 1956, 1970, 1971,1991, 1996, 
1997,1999 

Tailors .. 1927, 1947, 1963, 1964, 
1954, 1967, 1976 

Cordiners 1930,1938, 1960 

Maltmen .. 1958, 1969, 1983,1988,1990 
1992,1993,1994,1995,1998 
2003,2007,2008,2009 

Weavers .. 1940,1952,1977, 1986 

Bakers .. 1928, 1932, 1955,2001 

NOTE: No competition, 1941-1946 

Skinners .. 1949, 1957, 

Wrights .. 1933, 1936, 1937, 1950,1970, 
1971, 1973 

Coopers .• 1931,1934,1935,1950, 
1966, 1968, 1979, 1981, 1984, 
1985,1987,1989,2000,2002, 
2004 

Fleshers .. 1929, 1939, 1959, 1978 

Masons .. 1972, 2006, 2010, 2011 

Gardeners 1974,1975, 1980, 1982 

Barbers .. 1951, 1953, 1961,2005 

Dyers .... 1948, 1965 

Secretary for the annual Competition: 

G 
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THE TRADES HOUSE CURLING TROPHY 

The Platform of the House of 1929, in that year presented to the House a silver replica of the 
Convener's Charter Chest to be held by the House in trust for the purpose of encouraging among the 
Guild Brethren an annual curling game. The Rules are annexed to Minute of House, 5th November, 
1929. 

WINNERS (1929- 2010) 

Hammermen 1931,1932,1937,1946, 
1947,1949,1950,1952,1956,1958,1966, 
1974,1975,1980,2008,2009 

Tailors 1976, 1978, 1979, 1989, 1997,2010 

Cordiners 1930, 1998 

~altmen 

Weavers 

Bakers 1954, 1990, 1999,2004 

Skinners 1963, 1967, 1968 

Wrights 

Coopers 1996 

Fleshers 1948, 1951, 1953, 1957, 1959, 
1961, 1972 

~asons 1929, 1955, 1960, 1962, 1964, 
1965, 1969. 

Gardeners 1966, 1970, 1971, 1973,2001 
2002,2003,2005,2006,2007, 2011 

Barbers 1933, 1934, 1935, 1936, 1977, 
1981,2000 

Dyers .. 1938, 1982 

NOTE: No Competition was held:- 1940~5, 1983 -1988, 1991 - 1995 

Secretary fOr the Annual Competition: 
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LADIES' GOLF COMPETITION 

A large silver salver was presented in 1975 by Deacon Convener and Mrs T Kenneth 
Campbell for annual competition among ladies representing the Fourteen Incorporations. 

1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 
1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 
1995 
1996 
1997 
1998 
1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 
2004 
2005 
2006 
2007 
2008 
2009 
2010 
2011 
2012 
2.01~ 

WINNERS 

Coopers 
Tailors 
Hammermen 
Barbers 
Bakers 
Skinners 
Bonnetmakers 
Masons 
Skinners 
Bonnetmakers 
Gardeners 
Barbers 
Skinners 
Skinners 
Fleshers 
Tailors 
Wrights 
Masons 
Coopers 
Wrights . 
Coopers 
Coopers 
Maltmen 
Coopers 
Maltmen 
Maltmen 
Bakers 
Skinners 
Wrights 
Coopers 
Bonnetmakers 
Hammermen 
Skinners 
Wrights 
Hammermen 
Cordiners 
Skinners 
Skinners 
H tI ,...,f'1ilt C,.,; 

Host Club 

Killermont 
Buchanan Castle 
Ranfurly Castle 
Killermont 
Knmacolm 
Killermont 
Glenbervie 
Buchanan Castle 
Kilmacolm 
Kilmacolm 
KilIermont 
Buchanan Castle 
Kilmacolm 
Belleisle 
Kilmacolm 
Ranfurly Castle 
Whitecraigs 
Cathcart Castle 
Kilmacolm 
Whitecraigs 
Killermont 
Buchanan Castle 
Cawder 
Buchanan Castle 
Buchanan Castle 
Ranfurly Castle 
Milngavie 
Balmore 
Cathcart Castle 
Buchanan Castle 
Balmore 
Riccarton 
Cathcart Castle 
Cathkin Braes 
Cathkin Braes 
Douglas Park 
Williamwood 
Cathkin Braes 
.,.>u EAS1 lleN.1-2cW~ I4If'l 
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GIFTS IN KIND AND INSIGNIA 

OF OFFICE 

1. GIFTS FOR USE IN THE HALLS 

A.D. 1889, Stained Glass Window 
After the reconstruction of the Hall Buildings in 1887-88, Deacon Convener Tullis presented a stained 
glass window for the staircase. the window was designed by Mr Sellars, the architect engaged in 
connection with the reconstruction, and shows in fme colouring the unregistered Coats of Anus of the 
House and Crafts then in use. The window was formally presented to the House by Convener Tullis 
on 28th May, 1889. 

Furniture 1897 
Thereafter various additions were made to the furnishings and decoration of the Halls by subsequent 
Deacon Conveners. The Saloon was redecorated in 1897 by the generosity of Deacon Convener 
Ramsey, and more modem furniture, including a handsome antique sideboard, was provided by the 
Platform of that period. 

Other gifts have been made from time to time in subsequent years. 

Bell 1902 
On 25th September, 1902, Deacon J Miller Reid presented to the House for the use of the convener, a 
large brass table bell designed and manufactured by him. the gong has engraved round it the coats of 
Anus of the House and the Incorporations and the following inscription:- "Made and presented to the 
Trades House by John Miller Reid, Ex-Deacon of the Fleshers, in commemoration of the coronation of 
His Majesty King Edward, 26th June, 1902." The pedestal is hexagonal, and on each side is engraved 
the Coats of Anus of the University, Hutchesons' Hospital, the Clyde Trust, the Technical college, the 
School of Art and the Cathedral. 

On 2nd August, 1915, the following presentations were made:-

Georgian Grate 1915 
By Ex-Convener (Sir) James Macfarlane a Georgian Grate, Fender and Fire Irons for the Saloon to 
match the Marble Adam Mantelpiece which had been transferred from the south end of the Large Hall. 

Windows for Saloon 
By Deacon Convener William Beattie, Collector Jackson Millar and Late collector Hugh Alexander, . 
three Stained Glass Windows for the Saloon. The windows are circular-topped, divided into panes by 
wooden astragals, and glazed in leaded glass, with white Norman slabs. In the upper portions of the 
windows are three decorative portraits formed in a painted architectural setting, and in the lower 
portions Coats of Anus appropriate to each portrait. The east portrait is that of King James VI, taken 
from an old engraving, with the Royal Anus of Scotland as borne by him. The centre portrait is that of 
convener Beattie dressed as a Deacon Convener of 1605, with his own Coat of Anus underneath. The 
west portrait is that of Mary queen of Scots, with the Royal coat of Anus, as borne by her and the 
initials M.R. 

The windows were the work of Guthrie & Wells. 

Platform Chairs 
By Deacon Convener William Beattie and late Collector Hugh Alexander, two chairs, made from oak 
taken from the old roof of Glasgow Cathedral. The chairs - one for the Late Convener, and the other 
for the Collector - are designed in the form of old Scottish Deacons' Chairs. Their character and 
workmanship, with oak pins, are in the traditional manner. The from of each chair bears the coat of 
Anus of the House, with mantling, while the back is enriched with the Coat of Anus of the Craft of the 
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donor, on one case the Bakers and in the other the Wrights, and a long panel of lettering containing the 
dedication. The chairs were made by James Grant, joiner, and carved by John Crawford. 

Gavel 
By Convener William Beattie a Gavel designed in the form of a mason's "mell." On the top of the 
handle is a cast silver figure ofSt Kentigern, the patron saint of Glasgow. round the body is an 
enrichment of Celtic ornament, closed in top and bottom with engraved bands of silver, bearing the 
inscription:- "This is the Gavel of the trades House of Glasgow," and "made from Oak from roof of 
Glasgow Cathedral." On the bottom in silver is the coat of Arms of the House. The Gavel was carved 
by Mr Alexander Proudfoot, RS.A., sculptor. 

The Windows, Chairs, and Gavel were designed by Deacon John Keppie, RS.A. 

Mace 1928 
On 7th May, 1928, the Master court and Past Deacons of the Masons presented to the House a Mace 
for use at general meetings and ceremonial occasions, to mark their appreciation of the honour 
conferred on their Incorporation by the election of Past Deacon (Sir) John Train as Deacon Convener 
of the Trades. In 1957 the Incorporation of Masons added two metal plates bearing the inscriptions to 
mark this and the election of Past Deacon John W Train, M.B.E., T.D., as Deacon Convener. The 
mace, carved from a log of walnut, dredged from below the site of the south pier of the King George 
V. Bridge, was designed and carved by Mr Waiter Gilbert, RA. The head of the mace on one side 
has a figure symbolising Brotherhood, and on the other the figure of St Mungo. below those figures 
on the shaft are blazoned the coats of Arms of the Crafts and the House linked together at the sides by 
links of a chain, in this way marking their inter-connection through the House. The termination of the 
shaft is the Glasgow Fish. 

Doors 1930 
In 1930 members of the Trades House Masonic Lodge presented six new doors for the Saloon. the 
doors are of Spanish mahogany. 

Lighting 1932 
In 1932 a new lighting system was installed in the large Hall. The donor was sir John Mactaggart, Bt. 

Busts 
Gifts of Busts and Pedestals in white marble of the Late Deacon Convener Maclean (1827-28) and 
Deacon Convener James McLennan (1893-94) were presented by the families of these gentlemen and 
are now placed in appropriate niches on the staircase. 

In 1938 marble Busts of James Buchanan, Founder of the Buchanan Bequest, and his wife, were 
presented by the Governors of the Glasgow Educational Trust. 

Bench 
On 17th December, 1937, a fme Oak Bench in four divisions with five heavily carved front panels and 
twenty back panels carved with the Arms of the Trades House, fourteen Incorporations, Glasgow 
Corporation, Merchants' House, Glasgow University, and the Clyde Trust, was presented to the House 
by Deacon Alexander Walker, C.B.E., D.L. The Bench is the work of Belgian Wood Carvers who 
were refugees in Glasgow during 1914-1918 and measures 19 feet long. 

Paintings 
During his term of office, Convener Sir John Reid presented to the House a large copy in oils of the 
famous picture by Peter Paul Rubens called "The Four Philosophers" (also known as "The 
Consultation"), the original of which is in the Palatine Gallery, Florence. (presently hanging in the 
Library of the Trades Hall) 

On 27th September, 1943, an oil painting ofFrederic Chopin, by a Polish artist, was presented to the 
Trades House at a Concert held in the Trades Hall, by a Polish organisation, to mark the anniversary of 
a Chopin Concert held in Glasgow in 1848. ( presently hanging in the corridor on the Second Floor) 
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Loud Speaker 
On 10th October, 1938, Deacon Convener Charles Glen gifted a loudspeaker installation consisting of 
four Marconi-Reisz microphones and six amplifiers, for use in the Large Hall. 

Books 
In September, 1941, the Executor of the late Ex-Convener Andrew McLennan presented to the House 
a number of volumes of books dealing chiefly with Glasgow and its history. 

In November, 1951, Mrs A. Graham Service, the widow of Ex-Convener A Graham Service, presented 
to the House, for addition to the Library, a number of books connected with the City, the Crafts and 
the House. 

Firescreen 
On 13th October, 1948, Collector J Percival Agnew presented a handsome tapestry fire screen, 
mounted on mahogany, with the Coats of Arms of the fourteen Incorporations engraved on either side. 
The design of the tapestry itself is the Trades House Coat of Arms. 

Hat Stands 
On 27th January, Late Collector W Sloan Smith presented to the House two Hat Stands for use in the 
Deacon Iconvener's Suite. 

Alabaster Timepiece 
On 26th February, 1953, Ex-Convener Daniel Duncan, D.L., presented, for use in the Deacon 
Convener's Room a Hand Carved alabaster Timepiece, which had been specially designed for the 
Coronation Year, and is a replica of one previously purchased by Her Majesty the Queen. 

Mounting for Almshouse Bell 
On 27th may, 1953, Late Collector W Sloan Smith presented to the House a handsome Stand on which 
he had mounted the Almshouse Bell (see page 53 ). 

Ex Convener Dallas' Bequest 
By his Will, the late Ex-Convener John Dallas, D.L., directed his Trustees to hand over to the House, 
to be dealt with as the Platform may determine, but on no account to be sold, the following articles 
arising or resulting form his connection with the House or any of the incorporations:-

9ct. Gold Cigarette Case, presented by the Incorporation of Tailors, 1st December, 1922. 
Silver Gilt Casket, presented by the Incorporation of Tailors, 10th October, 1927. 
18ct. Gold Badge - Deacon Convener's Replica. 
Deacon's Gold Medal- Incorporation of Tailors' Replica. 
18ct. Gold Badge, with three diamonds, inscribed "Union is Strength." 
Gold and Enamel Badge, with three diamonds, inscribed, "Union is Strength." 
Circular Silver Salver presented by the Incorporation of Maltmen. 
Circular Silver Salver presented by the Deacons and Visitor ofthe Trades House, 15th July, 

1927. 

These articles were received on 6th April, 1950. 

New Ceilings, Large Hall 
In 1954 ut was discovered that owing to age and the effect of vibration due to traffic, the plaster 
ceiling had become unsafe. After consultation with experts, it was found that there was no alternative 
but to have it taken down. In its place a temporary ceiling was erected to enable the Hall to be used 
during the winter of 1954-55. This in turn ws removed in April 1955 and a new permanent ceiling was 
erected during the summer, allowing the Hall to be used on Deacons' Choosing Day. The new ceiling 
and frieze are made of waxed and fire-proofed avodire veneered wood from British West Africa in a 
shade similar to oak. the ceiling has hexagonal panels with triangular inset pieces. I the centre the 
dome measuring 22 feet in diameter has been preserved. Around the base of the dome are the Coats of 
Arms, cast in plaster, of the fourteen Incorporations. The Coat of Arms of the Trades House, also in 
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plaster, has been place on the top frieze above the centre window. The old frieze above the centre 
window. The old frieze, made in Belgium during the nineteenth century depicting the various Crafts at 
work, has been preserved and cleaned. The approximate cost of this work was £9,000. This ceiling 
was designed by Mr WaIter Underwood, and the work was carried out by John Livingston & Sons, 
Ltd., under the direction of Ex-Deacon Robert C K Livingston. 

Saloon 
In the Saloon a new ceiling was erected at the same time to replace a temporary one which had been 
put up some twenty years earlier. This ceiling is of plaster units on a timber framework and cost about 
£2,000. 

Deacon Convener James Stirrat issued and appeal to the members ofthe Crafts to contribute towards 
the cost of the new ceilings and he received £4,528 from over £1,200 members and friends. 

Stair Covering 
In August, 1960, the stairs and corridor were covered with Korkoid and the cost of this was donated by 
Deacon Convener Kenneth Muir Simpson. 

Cushions for Benches in Entrance Hall 
In August, 1962, Late Convener Andrew Lawson presented a set of cushions for the benches in the 
Entrance Hall. 
Lady Convener's Room 
In 1966 the ladies of the Platform presented new furnishings and fittings for the Lady Convener's 
Room. 

Flag 
In May, 1966, Deacon Peter S MacCallum made a gift of a new Trades House flag emblazoned with 
the Coat of Arms, to be flown from the Hall buildings on days when the House meets and on public 
occasions. 

In September, 1970 the Lady Convener (Mrs Whitton) along with the Ladies organised a Ball, the 
proceeds of which were used towards the refurnishing of the Saloon. 

In September, 1970 Deacon Convener James Whitton presented new velvet curtains for the Deacon 
Convener's Room. 

In September, 1972 Deacon Convener Patrick M Thomas gifted to the House the cost of renovating 
the kitchen premises. 

1974 

Deacon Convener Denzil L Muir Simpson presented to the House, for use in the Deacon Convener's 
room, a cut crystal water jug, moulded glass decanter, twelve moulded glasses, a glass ice bucket and a 
silver tray. 

1986 

Lord Forte presented to the House silver goblets for use by the Deacon Convener and the Deacons and 
Visitor when they were in attendance at a function in an official capacity. 

1987 

Deacon Convener A J Blair Agnew presented a quartz battery clock for use in the Deacon Convener's 
room. 
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1994 

Peter Kelso, Late Deacon of the Wrights presented a framed photograph ofRMS Queen Elizabeth 2 
for display in the Library. 

Deacon Convener Kenneth E Sandford presented to the Trades Hall Trust, a 12 piece Dinner Set for 
use in the Deacon Convener's suite 

1995 

The Old Glasgow Club presented 850 books for use in the Library. 

The Incorporation of Skinners and Ex Deacon J C Ritchie funded the cost of refurbishing the chairs 
used by the Collector and the Late Convener. 

1997 

Mrs Helen Fergus presented a tapestry" Glasgow in Stitches" in memory of her late father Andrew B 
McLay and to mark the convenership of her husband, John G Fergus. 

Gordon M Wyllie, then Clerk of the House, presented to the House a registered tartan to mark his 10th 

anniversary as Clerk. 

2001 

Ex Convener W Leggat Smith presented to the House 2 dress swords, now displayed in the Deacon 
Convener's suite. 

2003 

A long case clock was accepted by the House from the estate of the late Miss M F Alexander, for use 
in the Deacon Convener' s suite. 

2004 

The Incorporation of Skinners presented a print of the 1831 Census, bound by prizewinner Adam 
Middleton 

2005 

The Merchant Company of Edinburgh presented a glass sculpture to commemorate the 400th 
anniversary of the House. (In the display cabinet in the Deacon Convener' s suite) 

A new cushion for the Trades House Mace was gifted by Mrs Mary Leishman, wife of Ex Deacon 
Ralph Leishman, the Incorporation of Cordiners. 

A cut glass large Rose Bowl was presented by the Lord Provost to the House on the occasion of its 
400th Anniversary on 6th February 2005 

A Graham Service gifted to the House a silver Rose Bowl. Now used as the trophy for the Modem 
Apprentice of the Year Award. -

Collector of the House T Ma1colm T Wishart presented to the House for use by his successors as 
Collector, a silver and gilt goblet. 
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2007 

Late Convener T M T Wishart presented to the Deacon Convener, a Lectern made by Charles 
McBrien. 

The Lord Mayor of London, David Lewis, presented a silver Wine Coaster to the House, as a 
memento of his visit to the Hall on 14th December 

2008 

Deacon Convener Ian L Dunsmore and Mrs Eileen Dunsmore presented to the House a chiming wall 
clock for use in the Deacon Convener's Lady's room. 

IT. INSIGNIA OF OFFICE 
A.D. 1766, A.D.I860, 1887, 1925 
Before the year 1766 the only badge of distinction worn by the Deacon Convener was the velvet coat, 
the provision for wearing of which dates from 1751, but on 31 st December, 1766, the house "being 
well informed that the Lord Provost, Magistrates and Dean of Guild had resolved to wear gold chains 
and medals as badges of their several offices," resolved that the Deacon Convener and his successors 
should also wear a gold chain and medal. The Arms of the several Incorporations were to be engraved 
on one side and some other device wrought on the other. he chain and medal were manufactured by 
Messrs Napier & Bayne, who had also fashioned somewhat similar badges of honour of the 
Magistrates of the City. The Cost was £40 10s. OY:zfI., and at the "beveridge" of the Convener's chain 
£3 1 s. sterling was spent. The Collector had no badge of office and it was not until 14th December, 
1860, that the House resolved to procure a new badge for the Deacon Convener at a cost of £54, the 
badge being 22 carat and the chain 18 carat, and that the old chain and badge should be preserved for 
the use of the Collector. These two badges were in use until 1887, when new medals and chains were 
thought necessary. These were made, after competitive designs and offers had been obtained, by 
Messrs R & W Sorley and Messrs. W Alexander & Son at prices of £208 and £83 IOs. The chain 
attached to the Collector's medal, having been found too short, those of the two former medals were 
melted down and used for lengthening the chain. the two old medals are still in existence and, as the 
older was considered a beautiful design, Late Convener Sir John Reid had an appropriate chain 
designed and made so that both medal and chain could be used by the late Conveners of the House. 
The chain was modelled from Sir John's own suggestions, the links being varied with fifteen shields, 
the centre one of the House and seven on each side for the fourteen Incorporations. these have 
engraved on one side the unregistered Coats of Arms of the House and Incorporations as in use in 
1767, and on the other side the Coats of Arms as granted and registered by the Lord Lyon, King-at
Arms. The new chain and medal were formally presented on 29th May, 1925. 

On retiral, the Late Deacon Conveners had no memento to take with them as a souvenir of office, and 
in 1893 Late Convener Cop land presented to the House a die on a reduced scale of the Deacon 
Convener's medal, form which a small gold replica might be struck for each Convener on his retiral 
from the Chair. 
1926 
The Deacon Convener's chain and medal is of solid gold and extremely heavy to wear. It was 
therefore thought by some Members of the House that on public formal occasions the Deacon 
Convener might, instead of wearing the heavy chain and medal, be supplied with a much lighter jewel 
to be work round the neck. The Incorporation of Tailors on 12th July, 1926, presented to the House a 
very handsome jewelled insignia to be worn by the Deacon Convener when representing the housed at 
social or other gatherings. It is in the form of a platinum medal with gold back, containing seven large 
diamonds on the platinum border, the centre consisting of the Trades hOuse coat of Arms highly 
enamelled, with the House Crest, the whole being done in thirty small diamonds and thirty-four 
sapphires. The inscription on the back is:- "Gifted by the Incorporation of Tailors in Glasgow to the 
Trades House of Glasgow, 12th July, 1926." 
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1928 
The gold replica presented to Deacon Conveners on their retiral being now to some extent out of date, 
the Incorporation ofMaltmen on 29th February, 1928, presented to the House a new die so that 
replicas similar to one which had been presented by them to Late Convener Dallas might be given to 
future Deacon Conveners. This die, with some slight alterations, is now used for the replicas 
presented to the retiring Deacon Conveners, and it is almost but not quite, the same as the jewelled 
insignia worn by the Deacon Convener himself. The cost is not borne by the House Funds but by 
subscriptions from the Members. 

1952 
On 25th January, 1952, the Late Convener, Deacons and Visitor agreed that a Gold and Enamelled 
Badge (one of the articles bequeathed to the House by the Late Ex-Convener John Dallas) should be 
made suitable for the wife or other relative of a Deacon Convener to wear at House and Craft 
Functions. 
At the same time, the Platform instructed that another badge (part of the same gift) should be altered to 
be worn by the Late Collector of the House. 

1956 
On 17th May, 1956, the Finance Committee instructed that the value of the insignia be written down to 
a nominal figure of £ I. 

1954 
On 15th October, 1953, a letter was submitted to the House from Ex-Convener J Percival Agnew 
suggesting that the wife or hostess of a retiring Convener should receive a replica of the badge worn 
by her during the Deacon Convener's term of office and offering to provide the die for the badge. It 
was subsequently agreed to accept Mr Agnew's offer and a design was chosen by the Deacon and 
Visitor of the year 1953-54 from amongst several. The first two badges were presented to Mrs Dixon 
and Mrs Sloan Smith. 

1966 
The Late CoUector's badge referred to above having been lost by theft the Glasgow School of Art were 
commissioned to design a replacement. The Platform Committee selected one from a number of 
designs submitted and commissioned its manufacture. 

1978 
Ex Convener A J Blair Agnew presented to the House the brooch which had been bequeathed to the 
House by his late mother for use by the Deacon Convener's Lady during her husband's term of office. 
(The badge then used by the Deacon Convener's lady was made available for use by the CoUector's 
Lady) 

1988 
Mr T Norman Biggart on his retiral as Clerk to the House presented a jewelled badge (9ct gold and 
enamel "Clerk to the House") to be worn by future Clerks to the House. 

ill. PORTRAITS AND PICTURES IN THE TRADES HALL 

Portraits in Oil or Colour 

John McAslan, Gardeners - Deacon Convener 1789-1790. By Sir John Graham Gilbert, R.S.A. 

William McTyre, Cordiners - Deacon Convener 1823-1824. By Sir John Graham Gilbert, R.S.A., 
1826. 
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Archibald Maclellan, Hammermen - Deacon Convener 1831-1832 and 1834 (Founder of the Maclellan 

Galleries, Glasgow). By Sir John Graham Gilbert, RS.A., 1841. 

James Wilson, Wrights - Deacon Convener 1855-1856. (Artist unknown) 

William Robertson, Hammennen - Collector of the House 1862-1863. By Sir Daniel Macnee. 

James McLennan, Maltmen - Deacon Convener 1893 - 1894. By (Sir) John Lavery, RA., 1894. 

Colonel R J Bennett, V.D. - Deacon of the Wrights 1887 and Visitor of the Maltmen 1897. By R C 
Crawford,1912. 

Alexander Wood - Bailie of GorbaIs and Deacon of the Hammermen in 1836. (Artist unknown.) 

James Inglis - Founder of the Draper's Fund. By Herbert James Gunn, 1928. 

John Stevenson - Sometime Deacon of the Cordiners 17 .... (Artist unknown.) 

James Thomson - Tanner 1717. (Artist unknown.) 

James Muirhead - Deacon of the Bakers 1721-1722. (Artist unknown 1727.) 

Andrew McOnie - Hammermen Deacon Convener 1879 - 1880. By Norman MacBeth, RS.A. 

James Buchanan - Founder of the Buchanan Bequest. By Eugene Deveria of Paris (1853). 
Mrs James Buchanan. By Eugene Deveria of Paris (1853). 

Archibald Gilchrist, Hammermen - Deacon Convener 1875 - 1876. (Artist unknown.) 

Frederic Chopin. By a Polish artist (1943). 

R Barclay Shaw, Deacon of the Wrights in 1890. (Artist unknown.) 

J Miller Reid, Deacon of the Fleshers in 1899 (Artist unknown.) 

WiUiam Beattie, Baker - Deacon Convener 1913-1914 (17). By GreifIenhagen 

Francis Beattie, D.L., M.P., Baker - Deacon Convener 1933-1934. By GreifIenhagen 
(currently hanging on the wall on the stairs leading to the Deacon Convener' s suite) 

John Dallas, D.L., Tailor - Deacon Convener 1925-1926. By Herbert James Gunn, 1937. 

John E Mcfarlane - A Benefactor of the House. By Herbert James Gunn. 

Sir James Macfarlane, LLD DL, Deacon Convener 1899-1900 By Sir Herbert James Gunn 

Sir William Bilsland, Lord Provost, 1905- 08 By Sir George Reid 

George Crawfurd, Clerk of the House 1831-1876 By Sir Daniel McNee. 1866 

Dr Harry Lumsden, Clerk of the House 1896- 1939 By Sir Herbert James Gunn, 1937 

Alexander A H Bone, Wright, Deacon Convener, 1993-1994 By Norman Edgar 1994 ( presented by 
Sir Matthew Goodwin ) 
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Paintings, etc. 

"The Four Philosophers." (currently hanging in the Library of the Trades House) 

Presentation of Address to King Edward and Queen Alexandra by Deacon Convener White, 1904. 
(Original drawing by Charles Sheldon.) 

Finding of Moses, Wool tapestry by unknown embroiderer. 19th Century (displayed in Craftsmen's 
Gallery ) 

The Trades Hall. By Scott Grier 1994 

Emblems of Twelve of the Crafts in Oils 

Hammennen, Tailors, Cordiners, Maltmen, Weavers, Bakers, Wrights, Coopers, Fleshers, Gardeners, 
Barbers, Bonnetmakers. (Skinners and Masons awanting.) Circa 1772. 
Emblems of the Skinners and Masons were painted by Rowan James in 1997 and Robin Miller in 
2003, respectively. 
(All the Emblems are currently hanging in the corridor on the second floor) 

Marble Busts 

William Maclean, Dyers - Deacon Convener 1827-1828. 

James McLellan, Maltmen - Deacon Convener 1893-1894. 

James Buchanan - Founder of the Buchanan Bequest and Mrs James Buchanan. 

IV. MISCELLANEOUS 

The Deacon Convener's Sash 

"Ane bend of the maist cumlie fassioun bocht wt ye craftis comoun guidis to the use of him quha sall 
be dykin conveiner for the tym at everiewappinschawein or vr coumoun publict schaw that sall occur." 

I 
- Trades House Records, 25th Ju/y, 1612. 

Collector's Money Purse 

Formerly used by the Collector of the House when paying doles to poor Craftsmen. 

The Almshouse Bell (in use 1635 to 1794) 

"Quarto Noris, 1635. - It is statut and ordanit to tak doun the bel1 as it is brock and the deacone 
Convenar to by ane new ane of lytle mair quantitie" (See page ) 

Trades House Charter Chest 

Used for the safe custody of the House securities, title deeds, and money, before the institution of 
Banks and the making of safes. (Date, 1761.) 

Two Flags of the Trades Battalion of Volunteers (1803) 
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On 17th January, 1746, Francis Crawfurd, afterwards Deacon Convener, carried the colours of the 
Volunteers at the Battle ofFalkirk (Crawfurd's Sketch, page ) but these colours were never seen after 
the battle. 

Two White Metal Alms Dishes (circa 1786) 

As used in the Almshouse. Made by J Wylie, Hammerman, White Iron Smith. 

Silver Snuff Box 

Made in Edinburgh, 1805. Inscribed "Presented by the Trades House and Incorporations to James 
Waddell, 1806." Gifted to House by Mrs Stevenson, Torrance House, East Kilbride, 1946. 

Deacon Convener's Chair (1819) 

Ornamented with fifteen shields of gilt silver and engraved with the arms of the House and the 
fourteen Incorporations. 

Broadswords 

On 6th December, 1957, the Deacon, Collector and Master Court of the Incorporation of Bakers 
presented to the Trades House two broadswords. the makers of these were John Simpson and Robert 
Craig, both of whom were freemen of the Incorporation ofHammermen, the former having been 
admitted in 1 711 and the latter in 1 721 . 

Deacon Conveners (1895-2011) 

Name Craft Date 

Robert Ramsey Flesher 1895-96 
John F Miller Hammerman 1897-98 
Sir James Macfarlane, D.L. LL.D. Baker 1899-1900 
Matthew White Gardener 1901-02 
James Goldie, D .L. Wright 1903-04 

James Kirkwood Cooper 1905-06 

Andrew Macdonald Bonnetmaker and Dyer 1907-08 
Andrew McLennan Maltman 1909-10 
A Graham Service Gardener 1911-12 
William Beattie Baker 1913-14(17) 
Hugh Alexander Wright 1915-16 

Jackson MilIar Maltman 1917-18 

Robert Davidson Cooper 1919-20 

Sir John Reid, K.B.E., D.L. Weaver 1921-22 
James H Mathieson, D.L. Hammerman 1923-24 
John Dallas, D.L. Tailor 1925-26 
Sir John Train, D.L., M.P. Masons 1927-28 
John R Campbell, D.L. Maltman 1929-30 
James Gilchrist, D.L. Cordiner 1931-32 

Francis Beattie, D.L., M.P. Baker 1933-34 
Robert Robertson, D.L., LL.D. Hammerman 1935-36 
Charles Glen, D.L. Skinner 1937-38 
James Leggat, D.L. Cooper 1939-40 



Thomas Hart, D.L. 
Daniel Duncan, D.L. 
Waiter Macfarlane, D.S.O., T.D., 
D.L. 
Douglas Macnaughton, M.C., D.L. 
J Percival Agnew, D.L., LL.D. 
Allan S Dixon, D.L. 
W Sloan Smith 
James Stirrat 
John W Train, M.B.E., T.D., D.L. 
Andrew Lawson JP 
Kenneth Muir-Simpson 
J H Calder MacLeod, T.D., D.L. 
W Leggat Smith, M.C. T.D. 
Lawrence S Blanche, O.B.E. 
James Whitton, M.B.E., T.D., 
D.L. 
( Sir) P M Thomas, D.S.O., T.D. 
M.A. (Cantab) LL.D. 
D L Muir-Simpson, O.SU., T.D. 
T Kenneth CampbeU 

( Sir)Robert C Smith CBE LLD 
Henry C Abram VRD* 
Alastair J McLay BSc Ceng MICE 
JamesPFyfe 
James M Matheson VRD 
Robert C Brechin 
Stephen P Newall DL LLD 
Robert C Brechin 
John A A Speirs 
William H Hunter CBE 
A J Blair Agnew 
Maurice Crichton 
John J Blanche 
Roy A Johnson 
JohnN P Ford 
John G F ergus 
Alexander A H Bone 
Kenneth E Sandford 
W Morton Fyfe 
David Watson 
lan J Scott 
J Allan Denholm CBE 
lan MacConnacher 
Roy Scott 
George B Horspool D Univ 
W Stewart Wright 
John 0 Elliott 
Thomas Gilchrist 
Graham Goodridge-Cox 
T Malcolm T Wishart 
lan L Dunsmore 
David H Dobson 
J Michael Low 
James Y Miller 
John R Steele 
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Trades House Lecture 

The House sponsors an annual lecture in Glasgow, to be delivered by a prominent individual. The 
Lecture is hosted in rotation by the three Universities in Glasgow, the inaugural Lecture in 1989 being 
hosted by the University of Strathclyde. 

The speakers have been: -

!989 Mr William Hughes 
1991 Lord Jenkins of Hill head 
1991 Bruce Millan 
1992 Sir Antony Ackland 
1993 Professor Sir John Ward 
1994 Sir Edward Heath 
1996 Sir Alasdair Morton 
1997 Sir Jeremy Isaacs 
1998 He r Excellency Cheryl Carolus ( South African Commisioner in London) 
1999 Professor John Vickers 
2000 Mr Richard Wilson 
2001 Professor Sir David Carter 
2002 Sir lan Robinson 
2003 Rev Norman Drummond 
2004 Mrs Mary Robinson 
2005 Professsor Tom Devine 
2006 Sir Kenneth Calman 
2007 Mr Jim McColl 
2008 Professor Allan McInnes 
2009 Lord Smith of Kelvin 
2010 Dr Azeem Ibrahim 
2011 Professor John R Hume 

CLERKS TO THE TRADES HOUSE OF GLASGOW 

1607 -1633 Alexander Graham 

1633 -1671 William Wier 

1671 - ? George Anderson 

The volume containing the records of the House from 1st January 1678 to 14th September 1713 
are missing 

1713 -1744 John Sym continued as Clerk 

1744-1772 John Wardrop 

1772 -1790 John Wilson 

1790 -1795 James Mathie 
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1795-1831 Benjamin Mathie 

1831- 1875 George Crawfurd 

1875-1896 Thomas Weir 

1896-1939 Harry Lumsden 

1939-1966 Robert D Allison 

1966-1986 T Norman Biggart 

1987 -2004 Gordon M Wyllie 

<et) I~ 
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