















































8 GLASGOW CONTEMPORARIES.

The union, for the first time, besides allowing of
the legitimate interchange of commodities between
Glasgow and England, opened up the colonies, the
West Indian plantations, and the American con-
tinent, to the enterprise of the merchants of the
city; advantages that they were not slow to make
the utmost use of. As an illustration, by 1720, the
annual value of white and brown linen sent to
England was £200,000; Scotland taking in return
woollen cloths to the value of /£400,000. All this,
however, is rather anticipatory. Of the early
attempts at trading in Glasgow, there seems to

described as having undertaken ‘‘great adventures
and voyages in trading to Poland, France, and
Holland.” That these ventures proved highly re-
munerative is attested by the following inventory
of wealth—‘a great lodging for himself and family
upon the south side of the Gallowgate Street, four
closes of houses and forty-four shops, high and
low, on the south side of the Gallowgate; and a
part of the left side of the Saltmarket.”
Notwithstanding this apparent wealthy trading
connection, the foreign business of the port must
have been pretty light. Commissioner Tucker (of
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be a difficulty in obtaining reliable information.
According to McUre, who published a history of
the city in 1736, the first important merchant of
the city was William FElphinstone, father of Bishop
Elphinstone, the founder of King's College and
University at Aberdeen. About 1420, this gentle-
man acquired considerable fame by the curing of
salmon and herring. These he exported to France
and other parts of the continent, taking in exchange
brandy, wine, and salt. As the ‘“second promoter
and propagator” of trade, McUre mentions Archibald
Lyon, a protégé of Archbishop Dunbar. Iyon is

BRIDGE——TQOO.

the excise and customs) reported in 1651 that, ““with
the exception of the coliginers, all the inhabitants
are traders. Some to Ireland, with small smiddy
coals, in open boats from four to ten tons, from
whence they bring hoops, rungs, barrel-staves, meal,
oats, and butter; some to France, with plaiding,
coals, and herring, from whence the return is salt,
pepper, raisins, and prunes; some to Norway for
timber., ‘There have likewise been some who have
ventured as far as Barbadoes. ‘The mercantile
genius of the people is strong, if they were not
checked and kept under by the shallowness of the
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more and more increasing and
=5 that no vessel of any burden can

the town than fourteen miles,
. unload and send up
her and all other com-

ha three

three or four tons of goods
in small cobbles or boats, of
or five, and none above six
2z, There are twelve vessels
to the port, none of which
o the town—total 937 tons.”
now 1,607 vessels registered
“elomging to  Glasgow—aggregating
748 tons.
_in 1692, a report on the finances,
and conditions of the Royal Burghs,
that the annual value of the foreign

»f Glasgow was mnot more than
253 sterling. At the same time, the
==s must have attached considerable

~=-wrance to this trade, as the craftsmen

{
]

{ the Roval Burgh became rather jealous

¢ the influence of the foreign merchants.
Bcter disputes took place between the
these led to the establishment

¢ merchants and trades guilds in 1603.

two. and
They were
=<ided over by a Dean of Guild who was to be
and merchant

= merchant, a merchant sailor,

QUEEN’S PARK.

venturer.” The Dean of Guild is still an important
functionary in Glasgow, but needless to say, he is

not always ‘“‘a merchant sailor.” So powerful did
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these guilds become, that down to 1833 they were

the absolute masters of the city, electing the

magistrates and councillors from amongst them-

CATHEDRAL—CATHEDRAL SQUARE.

selves ; and down to 1846 they held the sole right
of trading within the Royal Burgh. All these
privileges have passed away, but the Merchants’
House with a capital of /320,000 (always
being added to) and an annual income
of 49,000, and the Trades’ House with
a combined stock account of /600,000,
and a income of
the good and
necessary work of philanthropic

combined annual

425,000, remain to do
insti-
tutions.

From 1651 to 1707 the most notable
merchants appear to have been Walter
The former

did business with France, Spain, Norway,

Gibson and John Anderson.

and Virginia, and was the first merchant
to bring to Glasgow; while the
latter is credited with being the first to
import wine direct into the city. How-
ever, let the foreign trade of the city
or small in the 17th
century, the merchants themselves appear
to have been satisfied that it was capable
of expansion. To facilitate matters they
looked around for a suitable harbour as
near at hand as possible. Dumbarton refused their
overtures, but succeeding further down the river,
in 1668, they established the harbour and port of

iron

have been big
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“Port-Glasgow,” which was the beginning of the
great maritime works of Glasgow, some leading
particulars of which have already been given.
Progress was, however, slow, and not until the Act
of Union opened up the colonies, America, and
the West Indies, did Glasgow’s trade get beyond
the bounds, of comparatively humble proportions.

The first great movement was the creation of the

tobacco monoply. The
merchants of the city had
few ships of their own,
but they chartered those of
other ports, and with such
shrewdness that tobacco
speedily became the staple
industry of the inhabitants,
and Glasgow the centre of
the trade in Great Britain.
As one writer puts it, the
“canny” nature of this
trafic may be best gath-
ered from Gibson’s de-
scription in his history of
Glasgow :—‘“ A super-cargo
went out with every vessel,
who bartered his goods for
tobacco until such time as
he had either sold all his
goods, or procured as
much tobacco, as was
sufficient to load his vessel.
He then returned immedi-
ately, and if any of his
goods remained unsold, he
brought them home with
him.”

It has been estimated,
that from 1735 till the
Declaration of American
Independence in 1776,
more than half the avail-
able capital of the city was
embarked in this trade.
Its extent may be gauged
from the fact, that in 1772, out of go,000 hhds.
of tobacco imported into Great Britain, 40,000 hhds.
came direct to Glasgow. And in the year pre-
ceding the war of independence 57,143 hhds. were
consigned to the Virginia merchants of the city.
The war closed the tobacco momnoply for ever, and,
although Glasgow has once again become a fairly
important centre for tobacco, the glories of the
18th century have by no means returned. Having

TONTINE AND CROSS STEEPLE.

Virginia closed to them, owing to the war, the
opulent and proodfu’ lords turned their attention
to sugar growing in the West Indies, as also to
the manufacture of cotton fabrics. They eventually
succeeded in diverting, practically, the whole product
of the cane plantations to the Clyde, where a huge
sugar refining industry was fostered and developed,
until the Burgh of Greenock came to be familiarly
known as ‘“Sugaropolis,”
just as another great centre
of trade is now known
as ‘“ Cottonopolis.” This
state of prosperity con-
tinued right down until
about twenty years ago,
when the continental
bounty fed “beet” began
to eat its way into general
use, eventually crushing
the cane plantations, and
leaving the sugar refinery
industry of Great Britain
in a parlous state. TUn-
fortunately, it did more
than this. It also crushed
the sugar-mill machinery
trade of Glasgow, which,
at one time was a most im-
portant branch of the city’s
manufactures. Severalfirms
who were exclusively em-
ployed in the production
of this plant, have now
gone out of the trade
altogether; they have
found, that attention to
other things is much more
remunerative. But while
the. trade was at its

height, there was exported
annually from Glasgow to
the West Indies, sugar-
making machinery to the
value of [£400,000. The
cotton trade also, which, next in order, was a staple
industry in Glasgow, may now be said to be repre-
sented solely by the thread factories of Paisley, the
turkey-red dyeing of the Vale of Leven, and the great
warehousemen of the city, who, outside shirting—
broadly speaking—get their orders executed else-
where than in the Glasgow district. Numbers of
cotton mills around the city have, during the past
thirty years, either been closed or turned to other
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vz=z. Unlike Lancashire, the cotton factoring of

* - ==gow never really recovered from the stagnation
ozt about by the American Civil War., This is
& the more disappointing, as calico printing was
wwm=enced in Glasgow in 1738, quite thirty years
ooz 1t took root in Lancashire, and the weaving of
~z=t textures, lawns, muslins, and gauzes had been
war—e=d on (and is still) in Glasgow from a very early
se—od.  Glasgow’s first weaving factory dates back to
~+=+ when Robert Fleming was granted permission
©» “erect a weaving factory” on condition that he
oloved only “freemen of the weaver’s incorpora-
~=." Down to the close of the 18th century, weavers
7= described, as being the best paid and

===t highly respectable class of artisans,

= the West of Scotland. They are now
“== poorest, and except for the looms
~catzered through a few of the villages and
<maller towns, there is little “wabstering”
“ome in the vicinity of Glasgow. In 1806,
“=e earnings of a weaver were 32/6 per
we=k : by 1838 he could only earn, at the
<ame work, 6/7. But, the
n trade of Glasgow, which was in-

to resume,

s=oiuced on an extensive scale at New
Lanark by Mr. David Date in 1783, in

s== course of about fifty years, assumed
szantic proportions. The quantity of
cotton imported into the Clyde in 1775
was 137,000 lbs.; in 1790 it was 1,757,504

By 1834 this quantity

i

s, or 6,500 bales.
=ad increased to 935,873 bales.

In 1792 power-looms began to be intro-
Zuced, and shortly after the opening of the
zoth century steam began generally to be
In

consuming

1850 there were
spindles, 120,000
cotton, employed in the Glasgow district;

while the power-looms numbered 23,564, turning
out 625,000 yards of cloth daily.
made in 1862
its dependencies, in

1,683,093
bales of

applied.

A Parliamentary
return states that there were in

Slasgow  and the previous
vear, 163 factories, with 1,915,398 spindles, 30,110
In

1375 there were 1,526,880 spindles, 27,479 power-

looms, giving employment to 41,237 persons.

Since
then, except for the instances quoted, Glasgow’s

looms, giving employment to 33,276 persons.

connection with cotton fabrication has grown steadily
So far, we have got through the three great
(2) tobacco, (3) cotton and
sugar—of Glasgow’s rise to power and affluence, but
the greatest of all remains. Coal and iron
potent factors of the commercialism of the day, and

less.

periods—(1) herring,

are the
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Glasgow was fortunate in having a rich store of both,
close at hand, when their value first began to attract
attention.

The city was also fortunate in its inventors—James
Watt, Henry Bell, David Napier, David Mushet,
But for the work of these
men, the rich mineral store of ILanarkshire, might

Beaumont Nelson, etc.

have lain waste for several more ages; at all events,
the city could never have shot up to its present
proportions had not Watt made practicable the
boat; Napier the
Mushet the working of the
blast. For

steam engine; Bell the river
ocean-going steamer;

black band ore; and Nelson the hot

TRONGATE FROM SATTMARKET 'O TRON STEEPLE.

everyone of those separate inventions are really inter-
dependent; iron smelting and steam raising account
for the greater proportion of the Lanarkshire coal out-
put; shipbuilding and marine engineering for the
bulk of the iron and steel, that is, leaving altogether
to the one side the many cognate industries that have
arisen upon these, such as pipe founding with its out-
put of 140,000 tons per annum ; locomotive engineer-
ing giving steady employment to 11,700 workmen ;
boiler-making ; iron roofing; bridge building ; waggon
building; iron tubing; light cast-iron work, sanitary
as well as ornamental, etc., etc. ; all important branches
of the city’s trade and manufacture, and all of which
date their origin from the rise of the coal and iron

industries. Seventy years ago there was probably not
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1,000,000 tons of coal raised in Lanarkshire; there is
now 15,000,000 tons raised annually. One hundred
years ago the yield of pig iron in Scotland was 18,000
tons; in 1825 it was 30,000 tons; in 1843, 476,000 tons ;
in 1870, 1,206,000 tons, and since that date it has
averaged 1,000,000 tons per annum. Malleable iron,
for the past twenty years has been superseded, for
shipbuilding and engineering purposes, very largely,
by mild steel, which was introduced about 1873. In
1883 the output of mild steel was 230,000 tons; it now
approaches 1,000,000 tons. Shipbuilding was at first
confined to wooden vessels, but about 1840 iron began

engines getting steam at 180 to 200 lbs. per square
imch are the vogue:—

1859 ... 35,700 tons.
1860 ... 47,800 ,,
1866 124,500 ,,
1870 180,400 ,,
1874 ... ... 262,400 ,,
1880 241,100 ,,
1883 ... 419,600 ,,
18go ... ... 349,900
1900 ... ws 400,000 4

TRADES HOUSE.

to find favour and to steadily grow in popularity. The
industry, however, did not begin to make rapid strides
until the advent of the compound engine and surface
condensers, with the boiler pressure increased from
30 lbs. to 8o lbs. per square inch, which period may
be put down between the years 1860 to 1866. The
following statistics will show this more clearly.
They give the total annual Clyde output for the
vears mentioned. It would be well, however, to
keep in mind that iron shipbuilding is now no
more, that “steel” shipbuilding and tri-compound

The one other great industry in Glasgow is
‘““chemicals.” There are several firms of great repute
engaged in it, and colossal fortunes have been amassed
by some of the principals. The leading works are
easily distinguished by the height of their stalks in
the city, and their efluent at the river side. Another
industry, of lively promise, has but recently been
introduced—the manufacture of motor cars. There
is also a big business done in pumping machinery,
machine tools, and electrical plant. In fire-clay
tiling, bricks, and other clay goods, Glasgow has
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long held a leading position. Almost any one of the
“ranches of Glasgow’s so-called minor industries are
of extent sufficient to found a decently sized community
upon, vet they are regularly overlooked, and almost

sight of, in the whirl and fascination, somehow
inseparable from shipbuilding and maritime affairs
generally. This portion of “ our tale” may, therefore,
be fittingly closed by noting the curious coincidence,
in the fact, that the opening years of last century gave
10 Glasgow and the world, its first passenger steamer ;
znd that this year (19or) the opening one of another
century, has seen launched on the Clyde a turbine

the city’s reputation for municipal enterprise. Many
absurd stories have been circulated in connection
therewith, and many of them are still in currency.
The most persistent one still going the round of the
American Continent being, that the public spirited
citizens of Glasgow have, by an unerring commercial
instinct, relieved themselves of all taxation. ‘The
method being the simple one of putting into practice
the theory, of a common supply from a common
source and under common control. ‘This theory
has been styled indifferently, Municipal Socialism,

and Municipal Trading. Whichever be its proper

MERCHANTS HOUSE,

river steamer, which may lead to a complete revolu-
tion in the accepted methods of marine steam pro-
pulsion. Whatever be the upshot, the building and
sailing of the boat on the Clyde has served the useful
purpose of demonstrating to the world that Glasgow
and its river is still in the van of mechanical or

industrial progress.

MUNICIPAL TRADING.

If there be one thing more than another, outside
commerce and manufactures, that has made Glasgow
known in all self-governing communities, it has been

designation, there is this much to be said, it has
not vet relieved Glasgow of its taxation, nor, is it
ever likely to. It can, however, be claimed for it,
that, in certain directions, it has saved comnsiderable
sums of money to the citizens, and that, in others,
it has wrought with extremely beneficial effect. The
Corporation gas supply saves the citizens annually
£6235,000, representing the reduction in the price
from 4/4 per 1,000 cubic feet to 2/2; the water
supply besides promoting the health and improving
the manufacturing facilities of the city has also
been considerably reduced in cost to consumers; the
tramways provide the cheapest form of street loco-
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motion in the kingdom, they carry you half a mile
for one half-penny, and one mile and three-quarters
for a penny; of the electric lighting no comparison
can be formed, as it has been a communal property
from the start, but with regard to the latest venture,
the telephone, great things are expected. In these
five departments of municipal trading, it is com-
puted, Glasgow has invested at the present time

grain trade, or once again becoming millers on
the banks of the Molidinar Burn, but the point
serves to suggest the further one, that even in the
Municipal Government of Glasgow, there are some
things, not new. As the way may now be considered
clear for a few leading particulars about the under-
takings referred to, we will proceed to introduce
them, commencing with

STOCK EXCHANGE.

eight millions sterling, a large trading concern
indeed, is it not? At the same time, it must be
pointed out that the idea of commercial trading is
not quite original, to the City Fathers of the day.
So far back as the 17th century, they were anticipated
by their predecessors in office, who, as one method of
raising the wind, established flour mills, to which,
all the citizens were bound to bring their meal to
have it ground. There is of course little prospect
of the Corporation of Glasgow embarking in the

THE WATER SUPPLY.

The water supply of Glasgow, after the usual period
of public wells and contiguous river tinkering, is now
drawn entirely from Loch Katrine, thirty miles away,
the home of the Macgregors, and the wettest region
in Christendom. The average annual rainfall is
never less than 6o inches and oftener g5 inches. At
Glengyle, at the upper end of the Loch, the fall has
been as high as 130 inches. In May, 1856, the works



weme ezun. and on the 14th October, 1859, the water
W tormed on at Loch Katrine by Her Majesty Queen

" ==z The cost of the undertaking, as completed
W0 that time, was £920,000. At the close of 1899 the
'S increased

"3.7%0.826, which

sepresented the ex-

= exiensions since
the opening day.
When the aqueduct
=wm the Loch was
S-=1 constructed itwas
estimated to have a
capacity equal  to
“o0.000 gallons per

The Loch has
ssmce  been

raised,
2=l the total storage
capacity 1s now put
Zown at 9,849 million gallons, equal to a supply of
=z million gallons per day. The consumption of
== population per head is 354 gallons per day.

Dreming 1896, Dr. John Murray of the “ Challenger”

YORKHILI, HOUSE, 1887—THE SITE OF YORKHILI, WHARF
AND TIMBER SALES OFFICE.
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warm in winter. In 1856-7, the first year of the
Corporation Water Department, the revenue was
£62,300, twenty years later it had risen to £136,200;
in 1899 it was £216,744, and this, notwithstanding
that the rates were
half the amount origi-
nally levied.

THE GAS SUPPLY

was taken over by
the Corporation in
1869 after a period
of stormy friction be-
tween the public and
the gas companies.
At that time the
average price for gas
was 4/4 per 1,000
cubic feet; it is now reduced to one-half. And
at this rate, the Corporation, in 1899, sold
5,213,914,550 cubic feet as against 1,026,324,000 in
1869-70; the revenue in 1899 was £700,149 4S. as

OLD POST OFFICE IN NELSON STREET.

expedition, sounded T,och Xatrine and found it
to be 751 feet deep. This great depth has the

effect of keeping the water cool in summer, and

compared with /235,701 6s. 4d. in 1869-70; at the
close of 1870 the capital account of the department
stood at £534,265; at the end of 1899 this sum had
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