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Incorporation of Masons of Glasgow 



Trades House pictured on Glassford Street in 1974.

Great view of Trades Hall and other well-known areas. Just 
click above to go the website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front Cover: The jewel of one of our past Deacons from the 19th Century – see Page 11. 

 

From the Editor:  This is my last newsletter as Jonathan Buchan will be taking over so if you have 
any news, photos, articles, etc please email: jonathanbuchan1975@hotmail.co.uk 

Can I thank everyone who has assisted in one way or another? It was interesting to start the 
project, and I hope it continues for a while yet. I have absolutely no doubt, Jonathan will 
appreciate any help. 
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https://www.glasgowworld.com/retro/15-atmospheric-photos-of-merchant-city-streets-in-glasgow-city-centre-over-the-past-130-years-5483950?page=2&fbclid=IwY2xjawPyov5leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeN5kYhU4etHbKbd0976Oipx8bv4G4NAMSMoiRnd1cUsYGoXe4oOuHQiqcyFI_aem_DRuI3qjYu0z68h-ezSqUlg
mailto:jonathanbuchan1975@hotmail.co.uk


 

 

 

St Enoch's Church looking south across St Enoch Square, c 1797 where the subway station now 
sits. The foundation stone of St Enoch's was laid on April 12th 1780 with Past Deacon of the The 
Incorporation of Wrights in Glasgow, James Jaffrey, as architect and Past Deacon of the 
Masons, Alexander Broom, as builder (who also submitted plans to design Trades House of 
Glasgow. His brothers (?) Robert and Andrew were members of the Masons). The foundation 
stone of St Enoch's was laid on April 12th1780. Built about twenty years after St Andrew's 
Church, it is similar in style.  

Enoch is a corruption of Thenew or Theneu, who was the mother of Glasgow's patron saint St 
Kentigern (also known by his nickname, Mungo), and the church was built on the site supposed 
to be that of an earlier church situated on or near her burial place. It was rebuilt in 1827, retaining 
the old spire, and demolished in 1925 when the congregation moved to St Enoch's Hogganfield. 

The Surgeons' Hall was built the same year as building of Trades Hall was started in 1791. It can 
be seen on the left of the picture with four columns above its main entrance, on the east side of 
the square. The east side of the square was demolished in the 1870s to make way for St Enoch 
Station and is today the site of the St Enoch Shopping Centre. 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TheIncorporationofWrightsinGlasgow?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZaH0tTIOa8_L_vbprtWivXMGb7hSqKvyGx2Hu__S8qlZVAK8pHWHtCo3i1zYw8714UZwq1TWerv4VcS6jdm2vlaOdxeCX1cU1lCk3W6yxOj4P6YH-QKtZBh6_4jufgjotEoFAXjSBHs1KjEmVhoq6mPNIRr5CmBNDPPhvAxs8EUKdpSu5S2vytQOlbhq3WDoWE&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/TheIncorporationofWrightsinGlasgow?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZaH0tTIOa8_L_vbprtWivXMGb7hSqKvyGx2Hu__S8qlZVAK8pHWHtCo3i1zYw8714UZwq1TWerv4VcS6jdm2vlaOdxeCX1cU1lCk3W6yxOj4P6YH-QKtZBh6_4jufgjotEoFAXjSBHs1KjEmVhoq6mPNIRr5CmBNDPPhvAxs8EUKdpSu5S2vytQOlbhq3WDoWE&__tn__=-%5dK-R


 

The original Glasgow Magdalene Asylum 
was set up in 1812 in Parliamentary Road 
(above but now gone but roughly through 
City of Glasgow College and Buchanan 
Street Bus Station) in response to 
increasing worries regarding prostitution, 
venereal diseases and the moral health of 
the country. For the powers that be the 
obvious way to combat these ills was to incarcerate women, not in a punitive institution but in a 
'voluntary' institution such as the Magdalene Asylum. As the biblical reference in the name 
suggests the institute was based on the premise that these women could be redeemed and 
'saved' from their life of immorality and possible early death. The women in the asylum were 
generally termed as prostitutes; however, it should be noted that this term was used in a very 
loose manner encompassing not only women who sold sex for money but also single mothers, 
socialists, mill girls and girls dressed 'immorally'. 

In 1859 the Magdalene Asylum evolved into the Magdalene Institution, and, as a result of the 
Glasgow System became increasingly busy. The term Glasgow System encompasses the 
Contagious Diseases Act (whereby a woman could be forced by plain clothes policemen to be 
tested for venereal diseases; if she refused, she could be brought in front of court having to prove 
that she did not sleep with men), the Lock Hospital (where women were treated for venereal 
diseases and were presumed to be 'prostitutes') and the Magdalene Institute. 



In 1958 'wayward girls' were being placed in the Magdalene Institute in its final incarnation in 
Maryhill. Women were placed here by parents or probation officers and were subject to moral 
and general education and industrial training. In September 1958 the Glasgow Herald reported 
women escaping from the Institute, alleging ill treatment. The matter was looked into by the 
Secretary of State for Scotland and the institution was closed shortly after. 

It was designed by James Cleland who was Clerk to the Incorporation and whose father was a 
Deacon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1798 David Hamilton Mason Burgess and Guild Brother, by purchase  

1812 William Hamilton Architect as eldest son to David Hamilton 

1824 John Hamilton Mason B. and G.B., as son to David Hamilton,  

1841 James Hamilton Mason B. and G.B., as son to David Hamilton 

Deacon in 1808 

Master of an operative masons’ lodge (3bis still in existence). 

Universally regarded as the 'father of Glasgow's architecture', he 
originally worked as a mason before becoming an architect when he was 
in his 30s. He worked as an assistant to Robert and James Adam on their Glasgow Buildings, 
including the Trades House (1791-4) which he extended by building the saloon in 1834. 

He made his name with Hutchesons' Hospital (1802-5) and became a prolific country house 
designer, often working for Scotland's aristocracy, such as the Duke of Hamilton, for whom he 
redesigned Hamilton Palace (1825, dem. 1928). 

He also designed country retreats for Glasgow's wealthy merchants, as well as their palatial 
commercial premises, town houses, stock exchange and theatre. Much of his finest work in 
Glasgow has been destroyed. Amongst the greatest losses are: 

 

• The Theatre Royal, Queen Street (1804, dem. 1827) 

• a plain building at the corner of Ingram Street and Montrose Street (1805, dem. 1982) 



• Gorbals John Knox Church, 25 Carlton Place (1806, dem. 1968?) 

• Gothic alterations to the Tolbooth, Trongate (1814, dem. c. 1921) 

• Scotstoun House, Dumbarton Road (1825, dem. c. C.19th) 

• St Enoch's Parish Church, St Enoch Square (1827, dem. 1925) 

• British Linen Bank, 110 Queen Street (1838-9, dem. 1967-8) 

• Union Bank, Ingram Street (1841-2, altered 1876). 

 

His surviving work includes: 

• Nelson Monument, Glasgow Green (1805-7), the world's first 'official' public memorial to the 
great Admiral (restored 2002) 

• Camphill House, Queen's Park (1810) 

• Royal Exchange (now GOMA) (1827) 

• Mosesfield, Springburn Park (1838) 

• Cleland Testimonial Building (1834) 

• Western Club House, Buchanan Street (1840). 

Hamilton was closely involved with the development of the Necropolis, Glasgow's greatest 
graveyard, for which he designed its gates and Bridge of Sighs (1838, in collaboration with his 
son, James) and the Egyptian Vaults (1837). 

He also entered major local and national design competitions. In 1809, he produced an elegant, 
but rejected, Classical design for Glasgow's Municipal Buildings, Courthouse and Jail, 
Saltmarket (1809, later the High Court of Justiciary) and a sprawling Tudoresque design for the 
Houses of Parliament, London (1836), which was placed third. 

He brought his sons, James, William (d. 1827) and John into the firm, the former becoming his 
partner, as David & James Hamilton, and the latter as the manager of his marble business, which 
was run in association with William Mossman I and James Cleland. 

His most important pupils were Charles Wilson, J T Rochead and Thomas Gildard who later 
published reminiscences of Hamilton's personality and practice. A leading member of the city's 
beau monde, he was a member of the Dilettante Society and entertained the city's visiting 
celebrities. Such was the high esteem in which he was held by his contemporaries, that the city 
held a public dinner in his honour in 1840, during which he was presented with a gold casket 
containing £500; and such has been the endurance of his reputation, that posthumous portraits 
of him were incorporated into the sculpture schemes of at least two buildings in the city. 

One is on Wilson's former Queens Rooms, 1 La Belle Place, by John Mossman and Walter Buchan 
(1857), and the other is on Cruise, 178-82 Ingram Street, by Alexander Stoddart (1989). Stoddart 



also proposed including a statue of Hamilton in his (unexecuted) 1993 scheme to erect a 
monument to the Danish sculptor, Bertel Thorvaldsen (1770-1843), at Glasgow Cross. The 
plaster model for the group is on permanent display at the offices of Page & Park in the Italian 
Centre. 

Other representations of Hamilton include marble busts by William Mossman and Patrick Park 
(see image – bust now in Glasgow Museums Resource Centre in Nitshill).  

Hamilton died of an 'attack of paralysis' and was buried in the New Burial Ground, Glasgow 
Cathedral. [From David Hamilton ] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

From the very apex of the roof of the York Chapter House, there descends a central wooden pillar, 
like the main mast of an old-time sailing ship, and as thick, but composed of three lengths of 
timber since one alone could not take the strain. This great bastion of wood plunges to the very 
base and foundations of the whole building, giving it immense poise and anchorage. 

You realise, as you may never have realised before, that here is the inner reality of this great 
medieval erection - an inseparable union of at least two great trades so as to produce this marvel 
of the Chapter House. The masons and the carpenters are seen to have been working hand in 
hand. 

It is because we have so often overlooked or forgotten this partnership in the operative period of 
our Crafts that it may come as something of a shock to be reminded that our forebears did not 

York Chapter House 

https://glasgowsculpture.com/pg_biography.php?sub=hamilton_d


make that mistake. "The term masons' lodge . . . is used to describe the organization of the many 
different craftsmen involved in the building . . . in the middle or late medieval period and therefore 
to refer to all the workers employed in, or in connection with, (it). The most important of these 
were the master-builder and the sculptors and stonemasons. In addition there were also 
bricklayers, lime-mixers, carpenters, smiths . . ." (Master Masons, Carmina, 1983) 

 

Note the Incorporation of Masons and The Incorporation of Wrights in Glasgow went their 
separate ways in 1600. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Late Deacon Convener Richard Paterson was delighted to present 
a cheque for £2,087.50 to Jack Geddes, Marketing and Fundraising 
Manager of Glasgow City Mission, which was raised during his 
year as Deacon Convener. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presentation

https://www.facebook.com/TheIncorporationofWrightsinGlasgow?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYueZxxcLVd2ws7qKqtmsBMKkAHubLyCg8mvWsMPBtIuHHE2hbHFvpv9UxbiLftnTWJx0kB_jGgMJYQSdjvX7Z5hBNQ2GdqUkG6miHJMqdwrrNzThKqFdAGsSA781WsUSaZ1VccZymccETx8lE6W7-Kce0VE3uB5caxJyxsGT0lAL1Ts1Jiq8a8-5NOthPYE24&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/glasgowcitymission?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZRrdUOyBFZSxwnEVyUqNLec6hMSe7R3ac0MoXrtFxK25alOT-KxEHnGnoTo5mdQXeJkct4SnOA8PKTML0b-hzY0LAGPH-65phbCzr_Lm7NUZiyFI2KbzDFICeLLHU898Z2UVN0rswHr8FmXbzTK9SShmPjTSX5pCb5Uy9ZiXWz65MZDE3dRWXi8AB8UdVlPVbB2tba2E1heKR-9K6WU_tase-XsVeZcebpyHVXyZVPcQ&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R


 

 

 

 

Great night in the Saloon of the Trades Hall. We 
welcomed John Campbell and David Miller as our 
newest ‘laid stanes’ to the Incorporation. Deacon 
Alex is seen with both Craftsmen receiving their 
Burgess Ticket to become freemen of the City and 
their membership certificates.  

Entertainment was provided by Angus, Chris and 
Daniel at https://angusmtizwa.com. Thanks to 
Collector Susan for organising the event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

𝑺𝒊𝒓 𝑻𝒉𝒐𝒎𝒂𝒔 𝑴𝒂𝒔𝒐𝒏  

An interesting article about our Past Deacon and ex 
Convener of Trades House of Glasgow at:  

Sir Thomas Mason D.L. J.P. 1844-1924 – Glasgow 
Museums Art Donors Group 

 

 

 

 

 

https://angusmtizwa.com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwSWpNRGdUVmduNm5UN3VqcnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR526mwZS8ZlnVk-eJhQlX72NpmWfK2xAfWlFeloGxROSbH04w2VEJkmjXL2Vw_aem_PjCb5wRh18QNOWlbfu3sZg
https://www.facebook.com/TradesHouseofGlasgow?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZGU8itoBVhdn4kRSz9Hjik0tY7F90DoGilyBgkfoE9k5UKOZeQypi9tt-WXB3D-Wr_NoghmuIzNOW-LL-7Mvy_pvAH6UDSDMkaOwJVxScH7xNB55ghIlFOr03W8ylB8f4MdzMItBFMzs8V5pam7vfViAXD_luGOXviIxhYfwib3gM9knAqZFooyvj3qPkmUho&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://glasgowmuseumsartdonors.co.uk/2021/04/15/sir-thomas-mason-d-l-j-p-1844-1924/?fbclid=IwY2xjawQSgQhleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETBuYW9KMUZUMk4yczNWdkhxc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHouXCwGChBI8SsXYyOfXLTRzsz4lSc5Iug5NUuzTf1BfBt8LXBMTyjrAmjIl_aem_LSoAiUDlw-8CRZH2V27UVg
https://glasgowmuseumsartdonors.co.uk/2021/04/15/sir-thomas-mason-d-l-j-p-1844-1924/?fbclid=IwY2xjawQSgQhleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETBuYW9KMUZUMk4yczNWdkhxc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHouXCwGChBI8SsXYyOfXLTRzsz4lSc5Iug5NUuzTf1BfBt8LXBMTyjrAmjIl_aem_LSoAiUDlw-8CRZH2V27UVg


 

 

 

The House and thirteen incorporated 
trades, plus the craft of Skippers and 
Mariners, agreed to bind themselves to an 
annual e contribution for the upkeep of the 
Alms A House. The Incorporation of 
Bonnetmakers and Dyers did not sign up to 
this agreement until 1791 and so derived 
no benefits from the Alms House until 
then. 

The panels recording the names of the 
Deacon Conveners from 1604 onwards 
cite the first as Duncan Semphill, a Skipper and Mariner. Ironically this craft ceased shortly after 
1604. While the reason for its demise is unknown, it is possible that the members were away at 
sea and not able to participate in Trades House business. Many of the Skippers and Mariners 
were also members of the Incorporation of Maltmen as they shipped the malt and meal to enable 
the Maltmen to brew and distil. Their craft may consequently have been subsumed. 

Today, we continue with 14 Incorporations. The flag is a replica of the Skippers and Mariners 
Incorporation crest. 

 

 

I have been asked on many tours about 
the double dome.  The top of the internal 
dome cannot be seen by the public due 
to its awkward location in the loft so 
here is a photo. The external dome 
contains the bell. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

An unusual 19th century jewel presented to John 
Morrison who was senior partner of Morrison & Mason 
Ltd, a successful building contractor responsible for 
many notable buildings in Glasgow, docks, bridges, 
railways, stations, monuments, theatres, churches, 
waterworks, plus projects throughout the UK.  

On 16th September 1872 John Morrison joined the 
Incorporation of Masons as a Far Hand. In 1877 he joined 
the Master Court of the Incorporation. In 1879 he was 
elected to become the Collector of the Incorporation 
prior to being appointed Deacon of the Incorporation in 
1881. Morrison’s descendants continue his legacy and 
influence on Glasgow’s landscape, restoring the ‘Pump 
House’ for the Queen’s Dock and creating The Clydeside 
Distillery, establishing whisky production in the heart of 
Glasgow for the first time since 1903. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Meetings of the Master Court for the Choosing of Deacon are minuted as having been held in 
the following places: 

• "Hie Kirk" of Glasgow, on 22nd Sept. 1601, 22nd Sept. 1602, 22nd Dec. 1602, 22nd Sept. 
1603, 18th April 1608, 22nd Sept. 1612, and 22nd Sept. 1615. 

• In St Enoch's Kirkyard on 12th Sept. 1604 

• In the Blackfriar Kirk (shown below - east side of the High Street) on 27th Dec. 1604 

• In "the New Kirk of Glasgow," most probably the old Barony Church (which was first opened as 
a place of Presbyterian worship in 1595), on 30th Oct. 1605, 30th April 1608, 3rd June 1608, 
29th Sept. 1608, 1st Sept. 1609, and 30th Oct. 1615. 

• In "the Hospital" also described as the "Trades' Hospital" on 28th May 1610, 17th Oct. 1610, 
3rd Oct. 1611, and 30th Oct. 1611. 

After 30th October 1615, the place of meeting is very seldom noticed, until the year 1659, from 
and after which year the meetings of the Court, when stated, are always held in the Trades' 
Hospital (Almshouse near Cathedral precinct today), except in 1667 and 1668, when they are 
stated to have been held in the" Belhous." 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The latest Heritage Newsletter No. 12 can be accessed at: 

heritage_newsletter_no_12__1_.pdf 

 

 

 

Forthcoming House Events 

The Trades House Ball will take place on Friday, 26th June 2026.  

Big Brunch – Sunday 19th April, 2026 

See below  

 

Incorporation Events 

Box Opening Evening  

21st May, 2026 

 

Lammas Court Social night 

11th August, 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.tradeshouselibrary.org/uploads/4/7/7/2/47723681/heritage_newsletter_no_12__1_.pdf


 



 



General Information 

 

 

Incorporation Website:  

Incorporation of Masons of Glasgow: Supporting 
Stonemasonry and Allied Trades - Home 

  

Trades House Website: 

The Trades House of Glasgow 

  

Trades House Digital Library: 

The Trades House Digital Library - Home 
(tradeshouselibrary.org) 

  

  

Should you have any information, points of interest, 
photos, etc. about our Incorporation, please email: 

  

masons.trades1551@gmail.com 

  

 

  

https://www.incorporationofmasonsofglasgow.org/
https://www.incorporationofmasonsofglasgow.org/
https://www.tradeshouse.org.uk/
https://www.tradeshouselibrary.org/
https://www.tradeshouselibrary.org/
mailto:masons.trades1551@gmail.com

