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PREFACE

N a |)r(\|nus hook e wWriLg aue m]xu,d to record the history

of The /’171\/( v Shawef wnd the. 1/( w who Droduced 11. Ul it
L]

. e .. - L "
epoch in the life of the town is nm\'dosv(l. [t ended in disaster
. N b4 . .
. * ., - LI . < .
and entailed ong Paisley i time ol extreme suflering. But o a

. -~ . . .
resolute speaple, likes the descendants of the Paisley - weavers,

. . . [ ] .
(Ii\:l\'ll‘l'.(llll) paves the way for o future success,
‘ . . - o g . -
Interesting as was the period of the Shaw! Trade, it is not
[ ] * o .
. ., . . o - .
more remarkable than 1114‘- Phamnin-like rise of a new industry,

which, in i I‘.l]ﬂ(l progress, and gigantic dimensions, is one of
LI » hd
the most b\t)l:l‘)}.(_‘.f(‘.lllﬁ('\ O the day, and has spread the fame
of Paisley to the Ghids of the carth.
*
The Thread Trade owes its wonderful suceess, ina oreat

[ ]
» .
e measure, [().Ih(’.(h".ll) Igbhour thrown Jipon the market by the
' ’
collap¥e of the Shawd [l we s and the preseng rosperous period,
]
white it heg new preseryved “he ol tvpe of workpeople, has

» . .. .
developed among the masters and _capitali®ts, qualiges quite s
] ‘ *

[ -
remagkable sand®a® honourable o the repwtation of the town,



N Prurace

The present volume is an endeavour 1o portray the rise of

the great Thread Industry for which Paisley has become famous.
. . ¢
Itis astory of success won by the cood old rules of honest works

liberal dediing, and gound husiness ability ; and it is recorded in

the hope that this noble  example may - influence the rising

generation of Paisley men
In the preparation of this work” the writer has reccived ssis

tance from many friends, whose Kindness he desires oratefully
! . )
1

to acknowledoe,

The book  cover has |>(rvn (Ii'\\ign(-(j by Mrs, .‘_"““’i" R.
Newhery, e Rowad, a_daughter of a family well known o the
tmes ol the Paisley . Shawl Mmanufscture, and who inherits no
small share of the artistic “taste of that period.

The Corporation of Paisley, who own die copyright, have

kindly granted permission o reproduce M. James T Christic's
portrait picture of = The Cross, 1860875 the presentation portraits
of Sir Peter and My, Thomas Coats, and the hust of Mr. James

Coats, which are preserved v the it (.l;l”(‘l"\‘()r the Free

Public Libriun and Musveum,
Our veteran townspvn, Mro James Caldwell, .S (Seot ),
[} . v

Clerk o l‘ﬁ(-‘("uum_\ Cowicil of the County of *Reffrent My,



Pritwer

.

\a ~ ~ .

James Clak of Chapel House My, Robere? Balderston of
Ardgowan, Mr. James Tay, and others, have supplicd  many
- . .
swaluable facts an?l sugeestions. The wiiter is also indebted o
Mreo William - Brown, Phdtographic \rtiyg. lor - pernission 1o
reproduce thehistoric photomaph gl The Last Canal Boat”

* : o & : .
for his assisgance in proparin® the giffsations, and for com-

F » P

Cmunicatie many quaint reminiscencas o old times from Mis
8 ham

abundant store
Tar Mooninas,

Bt £y
Froowsta Pan, Pasiiy

I comber . Lol
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BY THE SAME AUTHOR

. [ —
WI’H 10" FACSIMILE REPRODUCTRONS IN cotburs oF PAISLEY SHAWLS
and Numero& other llustra@dhs, including Portraits of the leading
oManufucturers and Public Men of the Timeg
'_(?r:)ltvrt Qu(‘ﬂn. At Linen Binding:  Gilt. Top.  Price 7. 6d nell,

THE PAISLEY SHAWIT
AND THE MEX WHO PRODUCED IT,

PRESS NOTICES.

»

*An anteresting and vary beautifully illusnated wemorial ot a now dosed
chapter in the history of British manulacture.” 2 imes.

*CCPhe F.puc’x of the Shawl Trade in l’nislcy."wilcs the author oPthis imterest-
igg volume, ‘i now rounded off.  Like a flover at eome uj, 1 ssomed, and
decayed.”  Even thuy, in Pasley, does the poethie imagivation werve garlands of
blooming thoughts round testile fabrics  The ook, ho®ever, is < cpption and
lListory, not an effusion of cregtive art  The shawlyue now rarifies sopg Wt for by
collectors, To such persons thisavolume must pr8ve uncongunonly vaiggible as ex-
plaining, both by pictures and by written desaptions, the techmeal excdlences of
garments that must always rank among the ®nost wonderful preductions of the
world old craft of the weaver s Scorsman.

“Mr Biigr is onc of the few \'?I.-.n stll possess the necessary qualifications for
wntig aiecord of the Tost trade, Tor e was brought up mit. 12 has performed
s task with the competence of a craft man and with the enthusiasm of 2 man who
looks back on scenes to which distans e and intervening success combine to lend
enchantment.  1hs tieatment 15 singulmly vivia »nd interesting, even when the
picture appears somewhat more highly colou 1 than is quite consistept with
abeolute truth to natuie,  The allustiations consist mainly of shawl patteins, re-
pnglurcul mn colour.  Theit exccution 1s®admiable, and the stiiking effect* which
they prodfe might almost be expected to bring our grandmothers’ favourite Paisley
shawls into fashion again, —Glaveoi Ilerand.

* M. Matihew Blan, v»@ is Chaivman of the Incorporated Weaving, Dyeing,
and Printing College of Glasgon, has been well advised i wiiting a short history
of what he rightly texms an illustnious penod - the bistory of his native town.
.. . Mr Blir, whose treatment of his subject prove. hdt he h® inhcrilcd‘nu
amall share of the litecary sloll of the rage of weaver poets, b l:\kcp peins to point
out how the educational mituence of this highly techniear 1o1f produced the old
class ultwcd and e enious weavaas. By so domg e hae made his handsome
mmmwv Paisley shawlaot only a valuable aecord of a bygone industry,

t one which, Mt from heing dull to the general reader, demonstiates very prettily
that nothing human need he alien 1o s, The hook 1s beautifully ifustrated by
lates panrecenting the old wedbers ulltl theiv worky'—dthenc .

— —— — —— —_—

PAISLEY: ALEXANDER &ARDNER,

Pubiisher by Appointment to the fate Queen Victoria















THE PAISLEY THREAD
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CHAPTER |

TIHE BARGARRAN LINEN THRIEAD

I HE pogt tells us there Wias a ame

* When Adam™delved and Fyve span,”
so thatewe may conchule that carly attempts were made 1o
supersede the proyerbial fie laf,

The making of yarn or thread in Baisley is certainly as old
as the weaving of cloth, e (ll]\' times the two occupations
went tovethes, Hu. magrials were home-grown wool and flay.
The spinning- wh((l ws in every house, as we learn from many
@ }).l”d(l, and  thrifty housewives kept their maids employed i
all their spare moments.

Burgs, in his = Twa Dugs.” sigys

A muntr} girl at hrr'wh(-v], .

, Her dizzens done, she's unco weel,”

L.u.h(‘s of even thc highest families lnul\ prldc‘m 1]1(11 c.lc\lcmy

at the u)mnmu vx’h(_el, The varn thie cann o lm.m e e e
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a ‘“customer -weaver,” who made it into bed and table-linens.
The linen chest, thus amply supplied with  the product of fair
hands, was drawn upon freely when the young ladies got marritd.

Many old families still possess, and display with pardonable

pride, the wonderfally fine and durable articles made from linen

SPINNING WIHERL,

‘
Lot
L .

: :
yarn spun l)) Lh(n‘ orandmothers. . In many  cases, also. the

spinning- whtd is lov wgly preserved, but only now as drawing-

room ornament. t

[}

So .lonn ds the spmmn(r wits done by the h‘md wheel, thc

quality was wregu].u. and very rough cloth vx.!» {rulucn;l\' made
su ) ¢
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from such $arn. ';[‘11(: country people brought tht: produce of
thgir spinning-whecls in to the market along with their cees and
butter, and found K ready sale for it among the wemvers of
Paisley:  Some of the women, however, did produce very fine
. .
linen yarn, and this cnabled the weavers @ make the lawns
for which l’ujslvy.vnjnyv(l a considerable reputation. In  Lawn
Street,” such a period s commemorat-d Burne, in " Tam
o

o'Shanter,” nu-.ﬂlinns thitt 4 i1e cortain garment, not remarkable
for its longitwle was made from * Paisley harn.”

Bur the real Jounder off the Tinen yatn for sewingand
embroidery purposés was a lady.

Christiad Shaw, hgrn .'I].)(lll 1685, was daughter of John

[ ]

Shaw, Llir.(l of Bargarran, a small estate near Bishopton, in
Erskine” Parish, Renfrewshire,

At the age ofscleven, this femarkable woman was mixed up

.
withea tragic story of witeherafl, The details, which can he
found in .1 2ustory of the RéQfregshire Witdhes (%877), need not
s repeated Rere o bis esifficient to say that, as a result, seven
oor creatures were condemned o the lunes for bewitching the
2l Christin Shaw, One of them rmmnillt‘ﬂ. suicide in prison,
wnd the remaining si.\“_ l}m.r.\\‘unu-n ;.m(l o men  were actually
burncdealive, o lh.v Gallow  Green ol l’;.lisl(:}, on the joth of
L]

lune, 1()()7‘. This Green was ear where .M;lx\wllmn Street
srosses Georges Street, and the spot is st.ill marked by a horse
shoe inserted in.Lh(: centre of the causeway. ® 'l'h.(' whele story

shows .;m‘mn(:uht of ignorance, supersition,gand cruelty, even
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among persons of education and position—l-twé hundted and ten
years ago--almost beyond belich. -

Whatever may have been thought of the part which Christidn
Shaw played in this wragedy, these facts did not alter her social
position, for we find the Bargarran family associating with lhez

best people in the county. In 1718, Christian married the

Ryvacvurax Jlorer,

Reverend J(lhn .\“”(:r. Miniser o eeinnadns, Lett a0 widow
in 1721, she returned for a time to li.lr‘g;lrr.m, and afterwards
settled in Johnstone.

At that time fuhes in good position made a pastime of the
spinning- wh((] \1“ Miller excelled in the production of fine
linen yarn, such as was used in l’.nslc) for making lawns, but
up till this time it had never been twisted intor thread smml)lc
for the h(‘\’\'ll (n‘ embroidering needle. The |(]( a_ oceurre :d t()

her to apply it go these purposcs, l;qt.no 'sun..lbh \wnstmn
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machinery existed in_the country. All the thredd then in use
came from Holland, a country where the textile arts had attained
g.rent perfection. .Mrs. Miller, through the medium of a friend
who was visiting Tolland, obtained much valuable information,
. .
and also had a twisting mill brought overs which ran twelve
bobbins at a tite, and wis, of course, turned by the hand.
With these igppliances she suceesded in praducing a fine thread,
. ‘.

equal or superiot to the Dutche and it is :‘;Li(l that she performed
every part of the process with her own hands, bleaching the
threadeon a large. slate plm’m\ in "one of the windows of the
houge. ' ,

The li;fi‘g;n'r;m fanrily ware intimate with their neighbour,
Lady Blagtyre, who took specimens of the thread to Bath, then
a famous resort of the aristocracy. THere it was shown to some
makers of Liee, for which l)lll“')(bﬁ;(' i was \\(']I.;ul.npu'(l, and trade
immediately resulted. This Was in 1722, Mrs. ;\1i11('.r':~: sisters
and the young women of the negehbourhood werd instructed in
the art, enlarded lwh\ing.;\iH: were constructed, and o protitable
business established.

]

The Bargarran thread became famous, andl, as has happened
frequently during the history of the thread »trade, the honest
producer  was Pmitated hy o hest of .inf('rior makers, and
Bargarran had to ﬁg’hz for its richts, ..Tlu.* following adver-
tisement was widely cireulated -

“The Lady pm‘gnrmn and her davgnters naving atiained to

.
a greay peplectioh inemptking, whitening,aand gwisting of SEWING
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(8
9

¢

Tnkern, which is as cheap and white, and known by experience
to be much stronger than the Dutch, to prevent peopic’s bejng
imposed upon by other threed, which may be sold under the
name ‘()f *Bargarran  Threed,” the papers in which the Lady
Bargarran and hercdaughters at l’»';n‘g'urmn‘ or Mrs. Miller, her
cldest daughter (Christian, now a widow), at J";)Imslonc, do put

up their Threed, shall, for direction, have thereupen their Coat

Bancannsy A,
- .

of Arms, azure, three covered cups, g Tliose who want the
stid Threed, which is 1o be sold from fivepence to six shillings
per ounce, may write to the Lady Bargarran at Bargarran, or
Mrs. Miller at Johnstone, to the care of the Postmaster at
Glasgow ; and may call for the same in Edimburgh, at John
Seaton, merchant, his shop in the Parliament Close, where they
will be served either Wholesale or Retail ;. and: will be “served
i the same manwer at Glasgow, by William Sclkirk, m(-l'(‘hunt.‘

{ \
in Trongate,”
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Thus the ”nm.‘" tl}read manufacture began. *Rany of the
thrgad makers who took the lead from Mrs. Miller, were quite
honourable competitors, and some of them were in Paisley and
the neighbouring t:)wns, and there the trade has continued to
the present time.

I the ()}'/1/&‘71/1(111'3 Magazine for May, 1787, 1t 15 stated

.
that, in 17845 there were not less than oreshundred and twenty
machines at work in LWining lh[l';nl’ in Paisley, producing
.

280,000 spindles of thread, the value .ni' which, when finished,
amounted  to /64000 and that *in the svhole of  Scotland
there were five hundred machines,  producing yarn (:f the value
of ,22()00(3 and that tlm gnanulacture in Scotland - i per-
forming il” *the various np( rations, from the spinning of the
flax to tne ﬁnishing of the thread -employed upwards of twenty
thousand women amd four or five thousand men. *These machines
were esmall, turning only forty-cight babbins cach, and put in
operation by manual - labourt  Qottdn has, sinet those  days,
largely  superseded, ineng ghréad, but the latter has  its own
merits for  certain wWork, and  there is stll a considerable
manufacture of linen  thread in ‘]nhn\lmw';.md district, now
made, of course, in all its processes, 1))' the Laest improvements
in machinery.

The (\lsthu- in the town nf so mapy hand-twisting mills
for linen lhr( adb led naturally to lhv pmdmtum of cotton thread
1

when the ln\(ntmns of Arkwrichy and meplun placed the hine

cotton yarn ot leancigshire on the m.lrl\(l



CHAPTER 11
CHANGE TG COTTON—CAUSES OF EXPANSION

THI‘ Bargarran t‘h?‘Cil(]‘ was linen, a fibre well adapted to
sewing thmu] ]x(.mv- of its strength.  Its defects were
that it was uneven «ll)(] muuh, and could not be Lpun to a very
fine count. ‘ Cotton! which pussvssm] better spinning properties,
but less strength, hecame its powerful, and ultimately, successful
competitor, ‘

So - long as both fibres were spun by the hand  spinning-
wheel, cotton made no great progress, but, as carly as 1738,
efforts had been made 1o itm])f'n'\"(: the: methods of  spinning.
The inventions of  Hakgreaves, 1764, Arkwright, 1768, and
particularly Crompton’s *“imule ™ in 17709, entirely revolutionised
the cotton industry.  Muslins madeiby the cheap labour of
Hindostan had been placed on the British market by the East
India Company, a prices against which no European weaver
could compete. A\ degnand for a l)mucuw dul) was pressingly
urged towards the close of the (lglm enth u*nturv. but inyvention
solved the |)ml)]cm m.,annlhm: and hetter way, .

The fine yarn which could now be made o éheniﬂy by
(Jlompwns mule, um(l lhe power-loom which spec (hly fnl]owed

completely unned th( <umm of trade, I,anmsh:r(- wys now
.



Cuance 10 CorToN—CaUsEs oF EXFANSION 25

enabled to Produce goods, even with well paid labdur, at prices
far,below those of India, and a trade tothe Fast arose, and these
cotton fabrics form now one of our most important exports.

[ ]

Having access now to a sufficiently fine count of clean and

. L
smooth cotton yarn, the Paisley twisters coggd make a six-cord

s

Thavinis, s Cranns’ Minis, 1882,

L]
cable thread, perhaps not guite s strong ase linen, but strong

L]
(-nnngh- for all n1‘llin:n') PUBPOSCS, much more smooth, and ereatly
. « « ®
. cheaper. King Cotton had gainegl the day.
Up tll the end of the cighteentls centuyy, the cotton imported
Jnto this country was chiclly from the West dndies, _'l'h(- new
. ¢ (] - . LI Y

inventipns, in sJ)hmnu yery much inereased 1]4(' demand, and the
.
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.
planters of thie Southern States of North ‘Ar.n.erica took up the
cultivation with vigour, and soon surpassed all other producers,
both for quality and quantity.
The pmttlml monopoly of the United St.llcs in the supply of

this usthl] fibre, haw led o speculation and many diffculties, and

Hoavanns, asn Coaens’ Mines, 1906,

great cfforte are now Oeing made (o, extend the cultivation in

other countries.  This is the tnore necessary, as” the home con-
sumption of cotton in the Unitgd States is very Targe, and rapidly
increasing. .
In the s])L‘LI.l]l“ulll()ll of industrics which is constantly taking
. . 13

place, it has happened that Lancashire hag seme &cononpic advan-

.
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-

tages for th& production of fine cotton yarn.  The*Puisley thread
makers have, therefore, wisely dirceted their efforts o improve-
ments in the twisting and spooling of the Lancashire yarn,

[ ]
Spinning of fine cotton yarn has only in recent years been

»

X3
CLaatks” M rkon Loy

L]
attempted by the Coats firm, <o that even et the bulk of the
. . e
material used comes from Faneashive .
. : . ¢ X . )
Tha system 8 numbering sewige thread was setded at a time
’ . ’ ' « ° .
when the yarn was all three-cord, and was named according to
. o., . . N " .
the count of thesingle yarn Thus * 30° 3 cord ™ was made from
Jthree strands of 30's sinule cottone 30's singleecotton meins that

. . . .
thirty hanks, cath of Sjo yards, will weigh on® pound. When
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six-cord thréad was introduced, the thread .num'bers were retained,
but a single yarn twice as fine was employed.  Thus ““30's thread
6-cord” is made from six strands of 60's single cotton. The
finished thread remains the same thickness whether three or six-
cord, ;m[d so suitscthe same needle. The finest sewing thread

Freaesin Minrs,

\
now in general use ivrco’s, made from spxstrands of No. 200's
single cotton. The twist on the sinele threatl is o the left,

< . .
and that on the plied ghread is o the richt, which produces the
.

cable character.
.
At furst this
co
came Lo use as S00N s the product heeame 4 ..mill‘nl‘ dactory

thread was sold inhanks, but the wooden spool,
. ] * «
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acde 1l ®@ Loyl - S _—_— H
made article®  Spooling machinery has heen orciethy improved,
. . .
*and, is now practically all automatic.
o As every commercial man knows, there are constant altera-
. . L . . .
tions taking place 1 the conditions under which business ean

. R . . . -
be made profitable. The most experiencedg and - estimable of

Frvavaan M,

men are not proof acainst these ceconemic chamges. Eaen
LRy ! ;

when they doredee them, ghey may have their capital locked
. . * ™ e e .

up in plant which cannot be uuhsr.-d. and 50 no cllort can avoid

‘ L[]

disaster.  OUn she other hand, it often happens that economic

. []

changes oceur unexpectedly whick cause a rush of suceess and

.

° . [ ] [ .
ofit for e oW appe il ron wri their
profit 1.()1”,.111(_)55 who h_fpp( n, possibly from no merit of I
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.
own, to be uble to take advantage of the position thus created.
‘ ) .
= There is a tide in the affairs of men
Which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune.”

.
The shawl trade may be said o belone 1o the first of these

illustrations  the thiread trade o the later,

Coves" Mo ooy Torriio, St

The decay of lh(‘.\h.n\ll trade was not due 1o any deficiency
or fault of the manufacturers — The fashion thanged, and the
demand ceased. " Igshion i not regulated by the rules of |
political cconomy.  We would naturally expect that the more,
convenient and saitable for ity purpose an article can be made,

oo . . ,
and the cheaper it can be put on the maghet, the larger would
. ‘ .

o
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.
be the denmtind. But such rules diy not apply to an object of
fashion, as, for instance, w lady's bonnet. Tt must: be in the
fashion, or it is of no use at all. Fashion may deeree that it
0 . . . .
must bo of @ shape that violates all the conditions of convenience
. * L] .
which a covering {or the head should possgss, yet the artcle

must, be of thatform, ne matter what torment the wearer may
‘e

” .
Covis” Mooy Baarron g Seaas,

sufler. The sdiscomtort i cladly bore, and the price 1s whooy
disreoarded.

That an article so usetal, eracetal, and beantiful as the Pusley
shawl should be in o few years l()l:.l”)' Il(':\’l(‘(‘l('(], wits a thing
hardly to be Lelieved. ‘ l’ml_' .sn it was. e demand ceased, and
no eneray or ability of the manufacturers ('(.)um revive it

L]
Shikespearg says that

« Some are born great, some achieve greatfiess,
* . . L)
And some have greatness thrast upon them.

. -
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The «rm oft cheap llbnur was thrust upon ‘the thread manu-
flctur(.r.s. They did nothing to l)rodurc this state of affairs,
and, indeed, no doubt regretted it but they had the wisdom 10
make. the most of the position, o the great advantage of all
concerned, o .
One of the controlling causes, lh(l(fm'(-.,\\hl(h madg  the
business settle in l..ns‘t\ in prefe rence o other ])Lms was the
cheap Ldbour thrown upon the magket by the (ll‘(‘;l\’ of the shawl «
trade.  Nhout the s'nn:‘ tme there occurred the igvention of thc
Sewing i ulnm wkich (u.ﬂul an*nercased demand forethread.
In this (:.'N-, again, the thread manueturers: had - prosperity

unespectedly placed within “theirgreach. They digl not invent

. . . . ..
the sewinge machine they were only inan eveellent position
[ ]
to tahe advantage of . ¢
o . S . .
Ao ousual, F omachine ofothis Kind is ane evolution. Many

attemptsat sewing machines had *heen made, but the first that
was really saccesstul was *hrogohtsout, in €840, by Lilias Howe,
an-American. The Wheeler & Wilggn, the, Singer, and inany
other Manufacturing . Companies, follows&l with variations and
improvements adapted 1o different trades.

Like every other laboursaving invention, the sewing machine
displaced Tabour, and at firsy musv:l_lmu\'h suffering,  This was
mevitable ;o but i the end, as always happens, the change

< .
materially improved the conditions ol existence, The ilfvcnti(m
brought about iy enormous extension of husiness, many articles

of (:]nthln;.; were now ])];u‘(-d within the reach of the h'unﬂ)l(:sl

¢
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classes, and many comforts and conveniences arese from the
inl.roduction of this machine. It created an enlarged demand
for thread. The Paisley firms had a good name and a hold
upon the market, and their business expanded rapidly with the
" demand.  Their success provoked competitign, which v'mnpcllcd
them to ke cp thir methods of [noduclmn abreast of the latest
improvements, and this has, always beeny o, characteristic of the
leading Paisley’ lirms.

But howgver they may have deserved  success by their
business ability, they are nfuch inelcl.nvd o the decay of the
shaw! trade and the igvention of the sewing machine.  These
factors CrLdl“(] the |)ns|lmn which the thread manufacturers have,
with umsumm e d])l]lt\. utilized to evolve the present immense

business



CHAPTER II1

THE CLARK TFIRM

HIE history of <he cotton spocl trade in Paiskey is insepr-
ably connected withe the fumily of Clark. They were”
engaged in it from the commeneément, and amidst all the changes
that have taken plee, the "firm of Clark & Co. has maintained
its prominent place. . ‘
The story s inu'r('sling: ands well worthy of being put on
record.  In 1753, Willium Clark, a farmer at Dykebar, near
Paisley, died, Teaving a widow and six young children, none of
them old enough to continse the farm. The family, therefore,
moved into the town of Paisley ‘to obtain employment. Their
means were slender, but they had a fair stock of  that grit
which distinguishes the Scottish™ peasantry, and® which is the
most valuable asset of our mation.  Inured 1o labour and accus-
customed to thrift, “poortith,” as Burns calls it, has no terrors
for this class of peeple. Tt only acts as a stimulant.  They
soon learned to laugh at calamity, and out of* disaster o carve
¢ "
a victory, and so the Clark, family, by dint of hard work and
carcful habits, got on well in the world. '
At that time weaving was. prosperous in Paisley. The work

was light and well paid.  The weavers, usually ceased their
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labours in the afternoon, and, attired in their bedt, pent out
.
for ja promenade and a crack.  There was, therefore, at this
tigme a steady stream of incomers, which were entirely Scotch,
[ ]
the unskilled labour being from the Highlinds.  The  Irish
, ) : .
clement did not make @ pronounced appearanee in Paisley il

. . . . \ . . . .
the time of the Ramine, in 1840, The study of such directories
. . .

[ ]
Jawrs Cyann (No, 1), 1717 1829,

as exist, shows that m;n;) of the families now nuimerous in Paisley
came into the town at this period, ;m(l. amony them the family of
the Clarks, which had, hardly any representatives in the town
before that-date.®

James Clark, No. i (.1 747 1829), one ol the sons of William
‘(']urk. commencad the business of weavers, furnisher and heddle
twinc m.anuf;.\clurc.-r in Cotton Street, and it may Re _mentioned in

passing, that hg had.at onc time in his emplgyment Alexander
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Wilson, aftérwards the famous American (.)l‘llitht,)]()gigt, and author

of *“ Watty and Mceg.”  Thread or cord for heddles and harness’

was in good demand.  This was made on the hand-twisting frame
¢

similar fo that introduced from Holland for the Bargarran thread,

and was usually tdrned by astout Highlander, There were many

Javrs Croven s Hovse iy Cormon Semaer,
an

of these small I;n'ma ol twisters in |’;1i\]:') in those days, and the
material they used was |>riln(:i1m]ly linen.

The Joop or ey of the heddlg was made of hine silk, as that

. .

part required to [)(' particuldrly smooth.  The Silk wats, of course,
imported.  On 20th-Novemher, 1806, Napolcon issued his famous
Berlin Deeree, by which an interdict was placed on the (‘omm&‘ctc
of Britain, angd*the supply of silk ccased. In this pr(:(]icnm(*pt

ames Clark’s byother, Patrick, turned his-attention to perfecting
‘ L 1 g
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in smoothness a cotton thread, and, as the inventions. of Har-
greaves, Arkwright, and Crompton had now pliced fine cotton
yarn on the m:xrkct., he succeeded in producing a smooth cotton
heddle )'mrn which replaced the silk. This improvement continued
till cotton for heddles entirely superseded sill® Thus it may be

L]
remasked that Nupoleon angl the Clark family between them,

Tawrs Crane 2 1iss 15§05 . N Jons Craen, 1791 180t

“]"n(\r. o Jo & JL Croe.

have the eredit of introducing the milking of *line cotton thread
into Paisley. .o ,
The year 1812 may be taken ad the carliest date upon which
~ Clark’s sewipg thread was placed upon the market,
v Two of the %ons of James Clark, No. v, James (1783 1865),
and John (3701 1804), formed the firm of ].°§ J- Glark, and

erected a factgry ine Scedhills Tland mackines had by this
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.

time been discarded, and the thread trade_had become a factory
industry. 0
The James Clark of Messrs. J. & . Clz.er was the first w0
introduce spool cotton sewing thread.  We are indebted to his
son, Mr. James Clfrk, of Chapel House, for an explanation of the
circumstances of this very impm‘t:ml,:uﬁl inl(-rv;ting. development.

Mr. Clark says: .

James Cuann, Fsa, Ham b

“ Originally th¢ cotton lhrc:ul was sold in hanks or skeins, and
then ladies had to wmd it mm littlg balls, as they generally wind
i cut of wool yarn at the présent day. V\’lshm'f to convenience
his fair customers, James would, on sv]lmg a skejn of cotton
thread, sit down at a, weaver's pirn wheel, and wind Lh(:. Lhr(*ad(
upon a spool. fob which he charged a half-penny, but lh.at half;

penny he refrinded when the empty spool was returngd to him
L]
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The spools cost sixpence a dozen, and were ordered i)y James, to
thesextent of half a gross at a time, from a wood turner named
Robert .Paul, which he carried home in his coat pocket, to wind
thread thereon by his own hand, il desired, after the spleé of a

skein had been cffected by him.”

L4

St oo Coaes Haves, 1505, siionise Woon ToraeR's Snor
]

The turner’s shop stoodsen the site which is now covered by
i, )

the Clark Town f1all.

Since thgse days, spooling machinery has been marvellously
i £
perfected, and i§ now practically automatie, winding and meas-
wring the thyead with extreme aceuracy, and neagngss.

The mills at, Scedhills continued to prospereand increase, and
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the third, and even the fourth, generation of the Clark family
have managed them with hereditary ability.  They worked mpre
for the home than for the forcign markets, but they had am
i .
important trade with America. When the United States ‘entered

upon a policy of high protection, the Clark firm erected estensive

Covnn sy teow Caer Wk, 1900
)

.

mills in Newark in New _}:'1:.&;(',\'. Thiy department was under the
care of Mr. (‘}('l)rgv‘ AL Clak (1824 1873), and afterwards of
Mr. William Clark (1841 190,2), sons of John Clark.

The suceess of Clark's thread was due to the fact that it was .
always a .-‘smm.d article, and of agguaranteed l(-ngl‘h. As nmlm]. this

produced @ host of jmitators. Not only was the name unblushingl
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. »
. 3 ° . . .
copied, but the trade mark of an anchor was imitated t ingenious
(] * .
ways. All makers of honest thread, and there are many such in
Seotland, Lngland, and America, have had to suffer in this way.
. o - -
But all these interlopers sooner or later came to oricf, and Clarks'

“ Anchor " thread survived and maintained its rpputation,

Covens” Mives v Nowann, Now sy, U SN,

The competition hetween the several thread makers in Paisley,
and notably: betwten the firms ol (dlark and Coats, was at times
very svvvr(‘,.l)m between these two firms it \\;ls.;ll\\.;ly.\ honourable
and wil.h(ml bitttrness,  Lach strove to supply the wants of the
public, imd they pushed their indgpendent lines (.>l' husiness, pre

.«

serving l]lvir clear individuadity.  The way wits thus prepared
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for that  gréat ama]gumatio.n which has _resulted in important
economies in administration and distribution.  The public das '
been well served, and the enterprising Lhre;ul.mul\'(-rs have reaped
the rt:w;.n'd. Nor have they been remiss in showing, b) their
benefactions to tha town, that they fully appreciate the responsi-

. L
bilities as well as the privileges of success.e The  firme was

Gronar .\ Crovew, 182018738 Wity Crony INEL 1902,

formed into a limited Tiabiltty company in 18906, under the name
of Clark & Compaty, Limjted, and the ‘amalgamation with
J. & P. Coats! Lhnited, ook place on 6th August, 18906.
Several members of the Clark family have pc('u.piul'public
positions in the togn, and all of Fh(‘m have been unwearied in their

. 3 . o . . . e .
work on ])‘ml;n‘llhl‘nlm‘ and’ religions societies and associations
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Mr. Jantes Clark of Ralston was a member of the Town
* Coyncil, and Bailie 'in.1859.
o Mr. James Clark of Chapel House was Provost of Paisley
from 1882 to 1885." .
T Mr. Stewart Clark, now of Dundas Cast]e, rvprcscx.mtd the

Burgh in 1’;1r.]i;1n;("nt from 1884 to 1885,

Stawarr Craiky Fsaoo o Desnas Casin



CHAPTER 1V
THE COATS FIRM

HE founder of this husiness was James Coats (r774-185%).
He came of several pencrations of Paisley weavers, than
which no Detter ancestry need be desired by any man, and
he exhibited in hisslife n'mhy of the best characteristics of these
remarkable men. e even had his share of the poctical faeulty,
though dormant, for he was the intimate friend and companion
of Robert Tannahill and R. AL Sn;ith. Integrity :u.ul enterprise
were the leading traits in his character, and have been con-
spicuous .'unung. all his descendants, who, whan fortune fovoured
them, d(~\"<'l(>1)('(l a laroe and freechanded liberality .

After serving his apprentjeeship to the weaving, Mr. Coats
enlisted in the Ayrshire Fencibles, a cvalry regiment, and spent
six years in the army. This time was not lost.  The habits of
order, obedience, wnd reliability, fostered by military training,
proved of great advantage in after life.  Advocates of @ com-
pulsory short term of *service 'n the army for all*our young men,
will find much in"the career of James Coats to support  their
VICWS,

On leaving the army, in 1796, he resumed the weaving,

o .t .
He marricd in 1802, and shortly thercafter began manufacturing
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on his own'account.  Ile was shrewd t:n‘mlgh to *observe and
fo]l:)\\ the changes i fashion which are the oreat ri..sl\x of a
fgncy trade. On one of his visits to London he bought a
Canton” crape shawl, intending it as a present for his wife, At
that time all the beautiful specimens of Crapg weave came from

Ching.  No attghpt had been made, at least in Scotland, to

Binfie v o .l\uu.l‘nu:. N Ceony

manufacture this articfe, which required special shill and know
Y . . e .<
ledoe. I'he material was silk. Silk manufacture had  been
introduced into Paisley by Tumphrey Ifulton, in 1760, so that
« 0
L]
the materinl an® the skilled labowr were *at hand.  Mr. Coats
. L] .
had made several attempts to produce crape, when he discovered
(]
. -
that anotifer manufacturer, Mr. James Whyte, had been engaged
.
on the same endeavour with no better success  They agreed to
.

.* T .. ) . .
combine their knowledee, entered into partnership, and, in the
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end, succeeded ; and for some years had pruéticully a monopoly
of the Canton crape trade.  This was i i)rf)ﬁtéll,)]c enterprise,”
and laid the foundations of Mr. Couts” fortunc. Hc.l)ui]t a
house in Back Row, Ferguslic, and was now i person of means,
but he was a far-yecing man. and well aware of the uncertaintics

attending the manufacture of an articlie of fasfijon. It was, when

Jawes Coves, 1071 1850,

Loore Rust or Museaedns

engaged i the Canton crape trade that he first conceived the
ideaof founding & manufactory of sewing thread.

One important clement i the erape pm(l{lctihn is the peculiar
twist required for “the yarn.  This process Mr. Coats had done
for him by Messrs. Ross & Duncan, a firm of twisters engaged
in the thread trade, who had a small factory at 66 Georoe Street.

N Lt ¢ . N
I'his  firm réquiring more  capital, Mr. Coats entered as a
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sleeping partner, and thus had an "opportinity of mulunmn a

-(_omplvtc knowledge of the business. The trade |n(l(fd\(‘(], and

o M DM Coars, 1808 1800,

s 5'.\1/1/(1/(1”1 portrart o Art Gallory o100 P ubdi /,m,:, awnd M wm
farntad oo NS by St [anad Ve oo PR L 8 .

L] [ ]

on cxpiry *of the contract, in 1820, Messrn, Ross & Duncan
LY ‘ .
crected afactory in another part of the town, and Mr. Coats built

ay . . . A . .
a small mill at Lerguslic, where he started thread” making with
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an engine of twelvd horse power. This building has been incor-

porated with, and sull forms part ot the vast works at Ferguslie.

Tuowas Covis, 1809 1803,

M . v . N
Frone prosent o fostradd 0oL Gadiooy ot Do Pudlic @ dbaary amd Moo,

W epaniad v eSS by e Danid Vaciee, IUE S L

v

Mr. Coats retired from active business in €830, giving over
the manufacturing  department to - his partners and his - son

1]
. . ¢ i . : . . .
William, and placing the thread business in the hands of his
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sons James (1803 1'845) and Peter (1808 he!go). under the firm
of J, & . Coats. Simrtly afterwards, another son, Thomas
(1809 1883), was admitted a partner.  The combination was
excellent, and shows the forethought and care of the father in

. ~ ’ .
training his sons.  James was a manufacturer, Peter had received

Avoriw Coars, ISLE 1900,
. °

4 mercantile *educadion igl.'('xlusgm\', and  Thomas had  been
trained as an envineer.”
.
From that time, the firm of ] & P Coats *went steadily and
suceessfully ftn'w,u‘d,.u&nsm.n.tiy extending, and supplying  the

.. , . .
home and forcigh markets.  In 1840, three-fourths of  their

bl
o .
Jrade was W.llh Americ,. A younger brother, Andrew Coats
.
(1814-1900], was sent out to manage the selling  department
of the business in the United Sgutes, and continucd to do so
[ ]

for twenty_years with marked prudence and ability.
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Various chanues occurred in the firm from time 10 ume.
'
Mr. James Coats died unmarried in 18435, but several of the
sons of Mr. Peter (who reccived  the honour of knighthood in

[
1809) and of Mr. Thomas became partners; tihing the burden

Convis” Mooy Paveranrs, i@ Iaawd, ULSA

off their fathers™ shoulders and displying the same admirable
business qualities as their parents,

The popularity of Coats” thread was due to its invariably
excellent and uniform quality and guaranteed length, but, as
asual, a host of counterfeits sprang up. Fhe audacity and
immorality ol sbme of these imitations surpass belief. Thread

of inferior quality was unblushingly labelled with Couts’ name,
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and - spools  purporting o contain three hundred “yapds  fre-

) N ° .. )

quently had not more than @ hundred and fifty yards.  Not ull

the law had been invoked and severe penalties intlicted, were

[ ]
these practices arrested, But the law courts in all countrics

T LT
q A Xy
C‘, ,

oo [
Covis” Mot iy S Peveesiena, Rosa,

have invariably supported the Coats’ case, anll one by one, at

great trouble and  expense, gthese interlopers were ultimately
. ... :

exposed and interdicted,

When a golicy of high protection was adopted by the United
States, Messrs, Coats crected mills at Pawtucket, in Rhode
Island State—Dbetween 1870 and ¢883  under the manavement

/ J ) ° o

of the eldegt son of Sir Peter Coats, now Sir Jagnes Coats, Bart.,
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. . .
. . .
of Auchendrane, Ayrshire; and these mills have now grown to
be as large as those at Paisley. —
But the Paisley production never sli l(,l\( ned.  New markets

were found, and, in cases where high (hm(s stood in the waty,
[

e}
’ .l".i. !
ML UL '.".‘l ¢ . i [ ] X '.“...‘i‘ : ::
]
1!

NSyl l“"' |

. . LR )
Covis” My Prisswene, Hlosoans.
.

mills were crected abroad. Thus considerable  establishments
have in recent times heen opened.in Russia, Germany, Nustria,
' t
Hungary, and Spain.
b / v «
A further step forward was tihen in 1890, when the business
was transformed inte a Limited Liability Company, with a capitg!
~ “
of £3.750,00, and the prospectus states that the average annual

profits for the previous seven years had been £424 048 135 9d.
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J

. 4 . . .
Two-thirds of the shires and stock were issuctl to the public, the
customers of the firm and employces receiving due consideration,

(]
The prosperity of the company has since been marvellous, and

. . . . . .
those investors who fetained their shares found, in a few years,

S Toovias Gros-Covisy Bareey M P von Waise Risimiwsins,
. * . .

that their investment had multipliced many times, as referred to
at greater length in another chapter. .

T} - ~ . . [ . . . .
I'he Coats family have not, as a rule, desired political position,
but Sir Thomas Glen-Conts, Imrt., of Ferouslic Park, is presently
g | )

M.P. for West I\’(‘luxﬁ'(w\rshir(-.



CHAPTER V

OTIHER THREAD MANUFACTURERS

BESI])]CS the firms of Clurk and Coats, there were many
other  thread  manyfacturers who  gained  considerablé
reputation in their day.  In most cases, however,sthey succumbed
in the end to the inevitible ccanomic rule, that any business
which is k.(-('nly competed cannot be carried on profitably except
on a large scale. Those who could not extend suthciently, one
by one dropped out of the race, (;r were absorbed l.)y the larger
firms.  Some of them, no doubt, were simply  counterfeiters,
but others were quite honourdble competitors
The” Directories of * Paisley which are preserved in the Free
Library beein at 1784 % There is then®a Dlank dll 1812, and
a further blank between 1814 and ‘1820, after which date only

.

an occasional  volume is awanting. * From  these  imperfect
materials we cather some interesting  details, but the reader
must remember that we only state such facts as are found in
Y
the existing Directories. '
Z R} ¢ ' o - .
I'he total number of so-called thread manufacturers is one
hundred and seven, but of these more than half "only appear
. s

for one or two years, and propably were not really manufacturers
; ;

. « A 3
at all. Some businesses have evidently been carried on by the
L
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same family for two or three vencrations, with oply a slight

o change in the name of the firm. In other cases, firms of the
[ ]

same name have :lp]).n‘(‘nll_\ heen ereated sooas to k('(‘p .\(‘]).’\l‘:lt(‘

certain classes of praducts, or to provide an opening for i time

for some of the vounger hranches of the family.  In other cases

PP isiey akov ot \arinior.

.
amaloamation or absorption has taken pl.u-v.. while the original
name of the l]rn} his <all b&en retained (n .lhv Dircctory.  Some
few are manifesth mere imitators, secking, to, benefit by the
labours of smore able men. There are twenty-three firms of
thread manufacturers oiven in the Dirccory for 178, and only
‘three i that of 19006 7 - and evéy these three” org noy in reality

rombincd into onc.
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The famély which'has been longest connected with the thread
trade is that of Clark, dating (as far as' the Dircctories state) «
from 1784 to 1906-7, a period of a hundred and twcnly-t];rgc
years,  But, as the first James Clark wad born in 1747, he

would B¢ thirty-seven years of age in 1784, and so it is possible
)

Cavninn Quay.

that his business as v maker of lh.r(-;ul and heddle twine was
commenced before that date, C '

According "to “the Directories, the family of Carlile has
carricd on thread manufacture, under hrims sligh[]yvt']iffcring in
name, from 1784, tll 1880, a period of one hundred and two

‘
years. It is possible, in this case also, that the business was
1
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in existence before’ 1784 ; and, indeed, it Kas been sstated that
sit was commenced in 1752,
[ ]

The Carliles have had a long and honourable connection with
the industrics of the*town, and not a few members of that family
. . . . ~ . . .
have been distinguished for public services and literary *culture,

.

The first of wham  we -have any record is John  Carlile,

.

Provos o Canneey 1352 1835,

born in 1703, who came from Annan, and scatled in Paisley in
1742.  His son, William, appears in the Directory of 1784 as
a thread manufacturer, although he may Have begun business
before that f]”“’- He was the author of ;m.im:-r(:sling article
entitled * New Description of Paisley,” which appeared in the
{}m//r'uuz//’s Magazine, in May, 1787, which centains numerous

. . . . de e
details regarding the weaving and other industrics in Paisley
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at that time, and from which we extract ‘the facts given at

page 23 His son, William Carlile (17,46 1829), was a pro-!
.

minent man in his day, and entertained liberal opinions which

brought him into some notice during  the Radical troubles.

[ ] - . -
He was Provost of Paisley for two terms—1816 to 1818, and
[ 4 .

1820 to 1822, His brother, James Carlilé (1752 1835), was
- r ! .

Avivasore Canene, 158 1860, ¢

Provost of ]’.’1i‘s‘|1‘y from 1822 ull 1824 Alexander Carlile
(1788 1800), a son of James Carlile, was member of  the
Town Council, and’ distinguished for his Titerary tastes.  He
was once of tI;(- f;mnd(:rs of the Paisley Magazine in 13828, ()f,
which Motherwell the, poct was the editor, antl he “contributed
several articles o that publigation. e also appears among

the Paisley

' v .
Yocts as the author, among other poems, of the
.
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charming song, * Wha's at the Window, \Vha, Wha?" The
' firm, after an existence of at least a hundred and two years,
was absorbed by Messrs, J. & P. Coats in 1887.

Robert Farquhrson, thread manufacturer, was Provost in
1824-7, during a time of exceedingly depressed trade, When as
many, as ﬁfl.cvn' thousaitd  persons  were wholly or - partially
dependent o the Relief  Funds .r.'li.w(l. in all parts of the
s country. e éxerted himsclf greatly o alleviawe the suffering,
.;md for this hg was ever afterwards held in high esteem by the
working people, however muyeh, in later times, he differed from
them in political matters,

The firm of Peter Kerr & Son existed from 1812 till 1900,
a period of ninety-four years, but this firm did not exclusively
make sewine cotton thread.

Messes, Couts commenced «in 1827, so they have had a
continuous existence of cighty years. .

We cive the names and dates of  the various firms, but
omitting  those which appear 1o have existed less than five

years -—

Last or Threan MANUFACTURERS IN PAISLEY  DIRECTORIES,

Year first Year last

mentioned, mentioned,
Carlile, William, - - 1784 181
“Claek, Tames, - - - 1784 1833
Carlile, James, - - 1812 1552
Clark, Matthew, . 1812 1523

Cdark, Pecter, - - - 1812 1820
[ ]
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g~ . . ’
List or TirEAD MANUFACTURERS- confinucd.

Year first Year last

mentioned. mentioned.
Carswell, Robert, - 1812 1835
Davidson, John, : - 1812 1820
Ferguson, John, - - 1812 1835
Kerr, Peter, & Son, -+ - ¢ 812 7 1906
Macfarlane, John, - - 1812 1820
Pattison, Robert, « -« 1812 1823
Stow, William, - - - 1812 1820
Wilkinson, 1y, - % 1812 1820
Wilson, James, - - - 1814 1833
Clark, J. & |, & Compy,, 1820 1905
Halden, Alexander, - - 1820 1828
Nairn, Thomas, - - 1820 1532
Young, George, - 1820 1830
Carlile, Alesander, 1823 1832
Carlile, Warrand, = - 1823 1833
Kerr, John, & Sons, 1823 1863
Coats, James, - - - 1827 1831
Morris, John, - - 1837 1833
Murdoch, Wilham, - - 1827 1832
Ross & Duncan, - - 1827 1800
Stirrat, James,. - : - 182y 1852
M*Nicol,. Daxid, - - 7828 1835
Carswell, A, & G, & Co, 1830 rb\“;s
Coats, J. & P. . - 1832 1906- 1907
Jack, Robett, - - e - 1832 1859

Glen, Anderson, & Co., - 1833 1849

W
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List or Turean MANUFACTURERS—conlInUCA,

Year first Year last

mentioned. mentioned,
Kerr, Thoihas, - - 1833 1845
Clapperton & Co., - . 1835 1880
Farquharson, Robert, 1837° 1800
Roger, Manson & Co, 1845 1800
Andetson, James, 1849 1890
Kerr & Clark, - . 1852 1882
Coats? J. & T, 1854 1800
Carlile, James, & Sans, 1850 1880
Clark, J. & R, 1859 1860
Clark & Co, 1802 1900 1907
Clark, James, & Co, 1502 1884
Clark, J. & Co, 1805 188
Kerr & Co, - 1873 1000~ 1907
Glenheld Thread ('1:1111;..111), 1870 1881

Many of the ltading men in ‘these smaller firms were
gentlemen of high culyire and public spirit, and ol great use-
fulness to the community in their day, although not privileged
to leave behind them any stately memorinds, A with many
of the humbler  ingenioup workmen, they  contributed  their
share to the Building yp of theegreat mdustry for which the
town is pow cclebrated.  They may h.'.w(":mti('ip;ucd the
success, but dbd not survive to share in it.  In cvery warfare
there are many brave men wQo only find « place among the

un rccon}lcd dead.



CHAPTER VI
COMBINATION

N dealing with an article of general consungption, whicl, like
sewing thread, is supplicd to the public by shopkeepers, the
manufacturer finds that the tcosts of distribution are very gr(:ut.'
His customers are counted by many thousands, aid to keep upr
the amount of salds and competetwith rivals, a large stafl of
travellers must be continually on the road. The cost of adver-
tising has also to be considered, and this is often enormous.
These expenses of  distribution must, with some well-known
articles, be more than the whole orizinal cost of the product.

Even the largest firms (,‘;lnl.l()lz afford to despise economics
in distribution, and in the Thread trade this naturally suggested
some form ol co-operation between the various makers.

In 1889, Messrs. Clark and Coars formed a distributing
combination under the name of *The 5.(:wing‘ Cotton Agencey,”
which was shortly fterwards altered to * The Central Agency,”
when an additional firm --Messrs. Jonas « Brook & Brothers of
Mecltham  joined it

The business of the Agency was to maintain the travellers,
regulate the sales, and collect the accounts, thus 'great]'y reducing
the staffs which had previously keen necessary. The individuality

of cach firm in all else but distribution was not affected. The
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work of the :\g(tm:.)‘ was controlled by deleuates from the firms
‘inu:gcstc(l. the (-xpcnsc; were apportioned among them, and an
ngportant cconomy was the result.,
. The suceess of these wrrangements sugpested 4 more organic
union.  This important step was taken on st July, 18¢h, when
the bysiness ol I\l.(-:s.srs. Couts, which, as already mentioned, had
. .
been converted in 1890 into a Limited Lgability: Company, was
samalgamated with those ol Messrs., Glark & Company of Paisley,
Messrs. Jonas dirook & Brothers of Meltham, and Messrs. James
Chadwich & Brother of Boltan,  For® this pyrpose the capital of
J. & P Coats, Limited, was readjusted, new shares Lreated and
issucd to the other Companies, and additional directors appointed.
Each of the other Companies, however, maintains @ separate
L J
enistence, the mames and trade marks are preserved and used
where these are associated with particalar markets or qualities of
thread, but the whole profits fare distributed among the share-
holders of J. & P CGoats, Limited, the capital of which now
amounts  to nearly, ,{fn,;xx'»,n«)o, and  the sharcholders number
about 1 7,000,
The Sellmg Department 15 conducted under the name of
“The Central ;\g(-n«).', l,'ilg\in-d," as taking the place of the
.
former “ Central® .\g‘('ncy; and thes Agencey also undertakes the

. - » . .
o silk threads of Messrs, Lister’ & Company of

sale of the sewing
L]

.~ . . . .
Bradford, find las recently heen entrusted with the distribution
work of the English Sewing Cowon Compiany.e Limited, much to
. { LL

o .
the advantage of all concerned.,
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Much Has been said of ‘the * practical ” n.mnopo]y created by
the combination of these firms, but such charges arc wholly
without foundation. A monopoly cannot exist in a free market
So long as the market is free, a successful manufacturer may
secure large pagt or nearly all of the trade, but there is no
monopoly.  1e obtains his trade solely because he gives the best
value to the consumer,  This is the whole secret of the so-called
Coats monopoly.  No restgictive Jegishtion has created it No
“log rolling™ has been employed to reach the present position.
It is perfectly fair gind 1.(,‘};’71]. Obgectors are free to compete if
they choost.  And they do so. The chairman of the Company
stited, in 1897, that there were more than twenty sewing cotton
manufacturers in this country, and some of them large and
wealthy, and over forty on the Continent of Europe, all competing
with Messrs. Coats in a free ‘market. This statement is now
much within the mark, for at present there are about forty home
firms, of more or less” importance, making sewing cotton in
competition with J. & . Coats, Limiged, apart altogether from
any of the firms included in the English Sewing Cotton Company,
Limited.  There «are also several wholesale houses who  have
factories for winding and twisting sewing cotton. A reliable
authority has stated that there are at, least 186 firms outside the

C
Coats combination freely supplying the same markets. '

The business of Messrs. Coats has been built up by careful |

study of the wancs and interesgs of the consumers.  Buyers have

‘ . .
learned the superiority of Coats” and Clarks’ thread, and insist on
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having it, and a reputation thus attained is'not casily disturbed.
Iti is a monopoly of capacity. These firms are only reaping the
well- descrved harvest following upon years of lahorious effort.

Nor can it be shid with truth that the interests of the con-
sumers of sewino thread have been nvg]cctcg, in order to make
exceptionally 1 arge profits. 'l‘hc- price obtained is the normal
competition  v: 1lu<_ in a pcrfnctl) free market, and is fixed by
causes which the Messrs, Coats did not create, and from the
pl)erzltion of which, whether for their benelit or against it, they
cannot cscape,

A manufacturer has to deal with two markets, neithier of which
he can control. Messes. Coats cannot buy their raw cotton, spun
yarn, or labour at a less price than is civen for these factors of
production .l)y other competitors. They must pay the market
price, or go without the article, -In like manner, they cannot sell
their product for more than the public will give for if, or for a
higher price than othcr makers are offering to take for an equal
article.  Such is the unalterable: cconomic position of all manu-
facturers.  The price they can buy and sell at is not of their
fixing, and is beyond their orasp. ’

But between these two markets lies the region where profit
can be made.  The manufacturer who, by skill and cconomy
can diminish the amount spent on produclin‘n and distribution
receives, :n::l richtly receives, the reward of his ability, as, in
t.he contrary case, he would receive the punishment of his

L]
. L] , . . . . * @ . .
incapacity.  This is the sphere in which the Coats cofbination
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make theit large profits.  They deal in sums so large, that
a small percentage of waste, extravagance, or incapacity ir
management, would amount in a year to a fabulous sum.
On the other hand, wise cconomies and ‘cood organization in
pr()duc?[ion and rdis‘lrilmli()n sceure  profits  which are largc
because the business is large.  Messrs. Coats’ accounts com-
prise the profits of §ixt(:(:1; scp;u:utc and distinet manufacturing
concerns, the returns from over sixty branchi houscs, and, in
addition they have more than @ hundred and, fifty depots in
all parts of the world, ~and  thgy have over seven  thousand
different ‘prices, and sell in thirty foreign currencies. Their
ledger accounts exceed a hundred thousand.

Further, it may be said that the Protective legislation of some
forcign countries, not intended to henefit us, has done not a little
to swell the profits of Messrs, Coats” sharcholders. The chairman
of the Company, in 1899, stated that they held shares in twehve
manufacturing concerns'in foreign countries, and by far the larger
part of their entire profits was derived from investments in these
companices, and not from mills in the United Kingdom. The
explanation is simple.  The selling price in these Protective
countries is maintained by the tariffl at a high level expressly
to benefit the local producer.  This, in m;m) cases, makes him
casy about improving his methods.  When, therefore, there
comes upon the scene i manufacturer so thoroughly versed by
long experience in all the cconomies of production as are the

Messrs. Coats (the sclling price being still kept up by the tariff),

v
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a very substantial ﬁ];u‘gin of profit falls to his share.” No doubt
the forcign statesmen who enacted these tariffs did not intend
to favour British enterprise at the expense of their own people,
but that is the result which their action has produced ; and
‘this is not the only case in which hostile foreign tariffs have
worke'l out so as to compe] the forcigner o pay tribute to
this country. ,
+ The great combination  grew paturally out of  economic
conditions, andefar from being an injury to the community, it

.

is a uvreat beneht, and is initself W most interesting object
lesson, as showing in a very marked manner the success which
always follows the application of integrity, enterprise, and perfeet

organization.



CHAPTER VII

PRESENT POSITION OF THE THREAD INDUSTRY IN
PAISLEY

HE present position of the thread industy in Paisley can

best be placed . before our readers by reproducing tihe |

MOst recgnt Report and Balance Shect of Messrs. J. & P. Coats,
Limited, for the year ending 3oth June, 1900.

To this Report we may add an estimate of the present

market value (buyers) of the different forms of the Capital :

Stock Bavchange Laswt

(‘\n:m or b a P Conn basen " Fa Varoe Dot ot Syrbarty
Prefevence Shares (410 cach), 4£,2,500,000 A0%y /:4,093.750
Preferred Ordinary Stock (/:IO cach), 3 000,0c0 £49% 14,850,000
Ordinary Shares (/1 each), 4,500,000 40 55. 3d. 28,181,250
Debenture Stock (/100 each), 917,120 4109 999,987

" £10,917,420 £48,124,987

.
'

Even those who have litde, aptitude¢ for understanding
figures, will readily observe from this statement that a property
which the shareholders purchased for eleven miilions sterling.

has become, $o valuable apd popular that there are buyers in

the market willing 1o pay forty-eight millions for it.

S



J. & P. COATS, LIMITED.

e P ——
DIRECTORS.

ARCHIBALD COATS, Chairman. GEORGF. COATS.
S JAMES COATS, Banr. * ‘ PETER MACRENZIE COATS.
Sin THOMAS GLEN-COATS, Buwr., M. ‘ WILLIAM HODGE COATS.
S JAMES KING, Barr. * . HERBERT COATS.
S WILLIAM ARROL. , ERNEST S. COATS.
CHARLES LEWIS BROOK. T. J. HIRST.
STEWART CLARK. ‘ O. K PHILIPPL
KENNETH M. CLARK. E. A, PHILIPPL
J. 0. M. CLARK. ; W. . STEWART.
PETER COATS. !

Necretary, W, P, STEWART. Asst. Seey.. CHARLES MONEY.

REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS
'O BE SUBMITTED TO THE SINTEENTH ANNUAL ORDINARY GENERAL MEETING, TO
BE HELD IN THE MERCHANTS HALL. 1 WEST GFEORGE STREET, GLASGOW, ON
THURSD.LY, TIE 29th DAY OF NOFEMBER, 19o6. N'TTWELVE O'CLOCK NOON.

>
The Direetors beg to sabmit to the Sharcholders the Reportgand Statement of Accounts for the year to
joth June, 1900

.~
The Net Profit for the year, after carrymg the sum of /41,797 11s. gdo to Depreciation Aeeount,
mounts o £2,974,088 g5 gd. (including 7,603,033 35 5d.. which properly belongs to last year). This, with
£479.908 8s. 8d. brought forward from last year, makes a total of . £.3453.990 18 ©
ind after deducting Debenture Interest, pad and acerued for the year, Dinidend of 6 per
«ent. on Preference Shares, Quarterly Diadends on Preferred Ordinary Stock and
rdinary Shares, paid Lo 30thaJune, and Income Tax, ete., as per Balanee Sheet. 1,400,284 12 ¢

Lnoq4,712 5 03
md final Quarterly Dividends for the year ended 3oth Jume, paid sinee that date on -

Preferred Ordmary Stock, 3oth September, 5 per eent. A.150,000 0 o0
Ordinary Shares, zoth September, 5 per eenl., . 225000 0 o©
375,000 0 o©
hiere remains a balance of . " . . L669,712 5 3
vhich the Directors recommend should be dealt with as follons: -
To Dividend Reserve Fund Account, .. .. /450,000 0 ©
« Bonus of 15 per Share, . . . 225000 O ©
o Pension Fund Account, .. . 120,100 19 ¢
« Marine and Fire Underwriting Account, ... 149,528 4 9
. Debentare Premium Account, ... . 25,000 O ©
' 96y 620 4 6
caving a balance to be carried forward of . . £700,083 © 9

vhich is subjeet 1o Auditors” Fees, Bonus, cte. -

L]

In terms of the Articler of Association and the order of retirement ananged, the following Directors,
sir Tromas ®Len-Coves, Bart,, M.P., Sir WinLiam Annon, Messrs. Perer Covrs, Po M. Covis, WL HL Coars, and
4 8. Coars, retire at this time, and are eligible for re-clection. The Boardgecommends their re-clection.

The Direeldrs beg te report that, having considered itadvisable during Ufe gear {o add another Director
o the Board, they clected N Fo Avex. Pianierr a Direetor of the Company, and now recommend the Share-
wlders to contirm his ¢ic, ) %u.

The /\uditm's: Messrs. Ty nguann, Yournas & Co., and Mr. Dawan W Kioston, being eligible, offer them-
ielves for re-clection, -

By Oroer orerur Boann,
W. P. STEWART, Seerelary.
“Enavsiar Turean Works, '
I’MNJ.\'. J0th Octobery 1o,
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e 3 == - N c A LEY ===

Dr. Balance Sheet at

To Share Capital Authorised and Subsceribed— .

250,000 6 per cent. Preference Shares of 10 each, fully paid,... 2,500,000 o o
£,3,000,000 Preferred Ordinary Stock, fully paid, ... '3,000000 0 ©
4,500,000 Ordinary Shares of L1 cach, fully paid, 4,500,000 © ©
A,10,000,000 © © )
» Debenture Stock, at 33 per cent., . . 017,420 0 ©
Llog17,420 o o
w Interest on Debenture Stock, half-year to date. payable st July, ' 17,257 11 1
« Dividend and Interest Warrants outstanding. .. . . 378,855 17 8
» Sundry ‘T'rade Accounts, . 266,523 o 10
+» Marine and Fire Underwriting Ateount, .. o . . 350,471 15 3°®
. Reserve Fund, . . .. . . . 3,500,00b 0 ©
b Dividend Reserve Fund, ' * ! .. . 450,000 0 ©
« Pension Fund for Employecs, e . . A250m00 o0 o©
" “ " transferred to Central Ageney, Lid., 20,100 19 ¢ ,
' . —— 229,599 o 3
» Suspense Account  Provision against depreciation of Investients, . 185,006 o 6
.« Profit and Loss Account , - 3
Balance at Credit, as below, .’ . /2,074,088 ¢ 4
Balanee from 3oth June, 1905 .. . . 479,908 8 8
. ) e
£.3453 990 18 o
Deduct
Interest on Debenture Stock for the year, 136,462 8 o

Dividend of 6 per cenl. on Preference
Shares, 3 per cent. paid 31st Decembers
3 per eent., 3oth June, .. .

Quarterly Dividends on Preferred Ordinary
Stock, § per cent. paid 3ist December
5 per cent, gistMareh s 5 per cent.,
soth June,

150,000 © ¢C

450,000 O ©

Quarterly Dividends on ()r-din:ll'y Shares, )
5 per cent. paid 3150 December s 5 per
cent., 318t March: 5 pereent., 3oth June, 675,000 0 ©
Income Tax paid, less retained, .. 92,204 ‘9 10
Debenture Premium paid in excess of "
amount. provided, 5,017 14 11
—— e ————- 1,409,284 12 ¢ '
———— 2,044,712 5 3
. LT
, £18,340,235 10 10
[ . _ e S R
Dr. o Profit and Loss Account for
To General Charges for Management Salaries, Legal Expenses, Fees, of Dircetors, '
Auditors’ Fees, ete., .. . Laky10 8 6

+ Balance carried to Balance Shat, 2,974,088 9 4

n

) ¢ ‘

. - —
l £3,021,058 17 10

T - === e Z=— RS A —-—

. ARCHD. COATS, Chairman. In accordance with the provisions of the Companies’ Act, 1900,
W. P. STEWART, Secretary. Sharcholders that we have examined and compared this
Balance Sheels and Returns received from The Central

a true and correct view of the state of the Company’s

Pastey, joth Oclober, 19006,



LIMITED.

30th June, 1906. v o

3y Capital Expendituresincluding Goodwill and Property comprised
in the original purchase in 1890 ; the Expenditure in carrying
oul_the arrangements with other Companies, including Good-
will and Shares acquired therein and perminent Loans to
those Companies: also Investments i Shares of other Sub-
sidiary Compgics - as per Balance Sheet of goth June, 1905, £9,741,701 12 2

.. Additional Shares in Subsidiary Companies and other Capital
Fapenditure for year ending 3oty June, 1906. 71,038 8§ 8

. -
, /0,812,800 o ‘o
Less Depreciation on Ferguslic Thread Works .

o for year to zoth June, 1900, . A7 1 g
Deduct Renewals and  Transfers of .
Amounts previously reserved against
Machinery at Ferguslic. now super-
. o
seded. Lo 0,300 4 5
T 35430 7 4
- .

_ . B £9.717,368 13 6

.. Book Debte, Agents” Balances, ete., after deducting estimated
Discount i rwovding for Bad and Doubtful Debts, et . . 1,229,239 9 8

#
., Stock of Goods and Stores. .. . . 1,478,061 9 &
o Cash at Bankers and in hand, . . . 1,721,534 O ©
.. Bills Reecivable, .. .. 646,943 10 2
&

oo Jmvestents, Loans, and Advanees agamst Mortgages, 2,509,785 0 3

o Advances to Subsidiary Compames  for Stock apd Working

Fapenses, and Dividends declared but not reccived by this
Company al the date of this Balanee Sheet, . . . 917,302 12 7

418,340,235 10 10

Y_garv endgd Eathﬂf.l-une, 1906:_7 - '_ S ,AQE_

-

y Profit ana Dividends for the year, including Dividends and Interest from Subsidiary )

Copyganics, and after making provision for Depreciation and Bad and Doubtful Debts, /2,908,333 12 8
» Rents, . . . . . . 6,630 11§
5 Transfer Fees, . 821 13 o
» Interest, . . . . .. .. 105,273 © 9
£3,021,058 17 10

we hereby certify that all our requircments as Aunditors have been® complicd with, and we report .lu the
Balanee Sheet and the Profit and Loss Account with tAe Books and Vouchers at Paisley, as wv!l as wnth' L!w
Ageney, Limited, Branches, and Subsidiary Companies, and-we are of opinion thad the Baluzn'v Sheet exhibits

affuirs as shown by the Books. . AND. YOUNGS & €O
TURQUAND, YOUNGS & €O, o
DAVID W. KIDSTON, }"”""‘""w
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PrEsENT PosiTioN oF THE THREAD INDUSTRY 73

The Reserve Fund could of itself pay the Preference fixed
wvidends, and a good ‘commercial dividend on the Preferred
and Ordinary Shares for many years, even if no profit. whatever
were being made dufing that time.

The dividend on the Ordinary Shares has bren as follows:

1897, -" 20 per cent®

1898, - 30
. on 43,000,000,

1899, - 30 . and bonus of 10 ]

Iy

1900, - 30 . " . 207

) e 11 . . .
1901, - 20 Capityl increased in 19o1.
1002, - 20 . '

1903, - 20 ) .
- £1 Shares— £ 4,500,000.
1904, - 20 “ .

1905, - 20 “

1906, - 20, and bonus of 5
R

Such results are unusual in industrial concerns, and have
had some remarkable  consequences. They produced quite a
“hoom” in industrial “combines.”  Investors lost their heads
altogether, and  promoters  were  not slow to oratify their
demands.  Combines of all sorts of impecuaious firms were
placed upon the market, angs for a time almost anything could
be floated.  Venwures of the most (lubinus‘ character were
applicd for, far in excess of the amounts r(qunrcd But time
brought about & startling revulsion. Not onc of all these
combines had the staying power yof Coats. Bhey quickly got

into dlfﬁcu‘tlcs, and most of them had a long umI weary road
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to travel on the good old lines of care and economy before
they got out of the mess. Tt is not an unfair inferenge tof
draw, that the investing public dropped, at least for a time,

. \
as much in these ventures as had been gamed by the remark-

b
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) lhuunmmmmu:m
i ) ALt
1 Mg o1kt
R BT

Sy, ‘iiiil ]
' ill?“m

b

Coas” Mins vt Finarsin,

able and ](-;{ilim;u‘(- suceess of the mnocent cause of all this
.
speculative mania.
The mills of the Coats Combination in Ysiey cover a e
hundred acres of ground.  They possess an agoregate enging
JRN .
force of ‘lhir[y thousand  horse power  requiring a dgi]y con-
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sumpt of four hundred tons of coal—to drive hall a million
of spindles ; and they give employment dircetly to over ten
theusand persons, while thirty thousand may be taken as the

» - . . . .
_Lotu] number of the employees  of the Combination in all

1‘1 ST LR X r%” oA

Ry g
L g
<« ittt

Lrrne AR
.o s KL DRt

- B |

*In

ey

ik

Cranes' Minis a1 Seoopinis

'
countries,  Of these, the 1.11ajority are girls and women, ranging
from fourtcen years of age to fifty and more.*  The bobbin
turning, an:].dycing departments are staffed exclusively by males.

The rate of pay is liberal. 1} oirl who hag just left school,

* . .
at the’ age of fourteen, usually starts with a* wage »of about
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. ’ . . : . .
6s. 6d. per’week, advancing according to merit till 155. per
week s attained. 155, may be taken as a fair averave age !
among the women ; though, on the other hand, it has to ke
. . .t
borne in mind there are others who reccive as much as 36s.

and 385 per fortnight.

Foavery Muis, Boros,

The male operatives heoin worlt wat fourteen years of age,
start with s, per week, and graduadly rise Gl their wages
.
cqual those of good tradesmen, .

Work starts at 6 A, Breakfast  from ¢ to fo. dinner
from 2 to 3, the Sabour of the wlay terminating at 6 e | The.

. X
. . - ~
total working hours per week arce fifty-five and a half,
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['he consumption of bobbin wood is enormous, arrd threatened
at onc time the practical deforestation of Scotland.  Pirnmill,
. []
in Arran, marks the site of a saw mill which denuded  the
west const of Arrah of its fairy garniture of scrubby ashs and
birks, and there were many such small mills scattered over

. . . -. .
the West IHighlands.  Scotland still contributes its share, but
' ] . .

cAncmarn Covis, Faa,

Cuvnvias or Misses, Jo &P Coars, Lawenin,

the bulk of the wood nows used in Paisley for the thread wrade
is imported from the Nogth of Europe and fr()m North America,
and annuglly averages fiftcen  thousand lons pmduunu about
two hundred and Afty millions of spools remarkable change
from th( time when James Clyrk ordered thwe spools by he f a

gms\ at a time, and carried them home in s *coat pocket.
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The ptesent Dircctors’ of Messrs. . & P. Coats, Limited,
number nincteen.  We reproduce the portrait of the Chairmam,
Archibald Coats, Esq., of Woodside.

To determine the degrees of merit justly duce respectively
to ciach of these gentlemen for the great results obtained,

«
would be an impossible task, am! invidious ‘if it were possible.
Among them were those who, by patient labour and business
ability, created the conditions of success. There also was the
genius capable of grasping the vast possibilidgs thus create,
and the consummate sKill required 1o carry out the great en-
terprise.  Nothing succeeds like suceess, and large as was the
price which they asked for the business, subsequent  events
have shown  that the vendors might,  like L()r(l Clive, be
“astonished at their own moderation.”  The public were not

long in putting a much higher value upon their purchasc.



GIAPTER VIII
MANAGEMENT

HE wrrangement of the mills is ket in touch with the
. latest advances.  Changes gl improvements are con-
ynually coing qu, the tendeney heing always towards diminished
space and more rapid production 'l‘hx'r.ty yeygrs ago the spindles
ran about three thousand revolutions per minute; nev they run
from cizht to ten thousand, and the space oceupied is less,
In the construction, and frequent reconstruction of - parts of
the mills, every attention is paid to the health and comfort of
the workers, combined with cefficieney and speed. Txeellent
ventilation,  sanitation, and  cleanliness seharacterize overy part
of the works,  The hewest inventions in machinery are con-
sidered, and, if found good, arce readily adopted, no matter at
what cost.  All obsolete” machinery has a short shrift. Electrie
lighting  and driving are  gradually  superseding  the  older
methods.

The scrious risk of fire absorbs attention. Sprinklers,
portable fire cxtinguishers, and  buckets flled with water are
installed afl ovee the place, while an up-to date fire engine—
manned by the employees and ynder a professional fire-master

.

. 4 ’ ) .or
~Cnsures prompt measures o Case of cmergency. \‘ﬂlChln(‘ll
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patrol the buildings all night, and their visits are automatically
registered by a clock, so that no shirking of this essentipl

. . . . . ¢
inspection can take place without being discovered,

]
Accidents, especially to the fingers, are not uncommon, and
in every room there is a Red Cross box, containing the
] . .
necessary requisites for first aid.  Attendance at ambulance

. . . . | '
classes is, in a manner, compulsory on the male workers.

tw".‘mna.ma ) ‘ﬂm

it ER

Had -Timers' Scnoon, Feroesun,

A Troe sum s set aside each y(:;n' for the Pension Fund,
which now amounts to over f200,000. IFrom this fund all old
and deserving workers are ]ib(:m]!y provided for.

The two firms continue to l:lk;.‘ that lively interest in the

.
welfare and edudation of the work-people, which was always
practised by the worthy men  who  founded the industryl.
Evening clussqs are provided for the younger men, the

. )
attendance ot which is in some degree compulsory, hlthough
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the whole expense is paid by the firm. Lads of *ability arc
"ans.fcrr(:d from these schools o the Technical College, where
their progress is noted, and  those who show aptitude  are
marked for promotion in the mills,

The education of the younver girls is provided for in the

elegant Half-Timers” School, of which we vive an illustration,
! .

oo

I L L A A T 1 8
\ 4

N

Crrcner Foren, Finasan,

No expense has been spared in fitting up - this commodious
building, and although, owing to an alteration in the Education
Act, it is not now absolutely necessary, it is maintained in the
interest of the young people.
. > ® K J
In a convenient meadow near o the Fergoshid works, ample
[ ]

accommaodidon s provided for tennis, ericket, and football games,
where hundreds of the workers may be scen enjpying themselves
.

L]
in the summer evenings.  Beautiful bowiing greéns,” with suitable
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offices. have been Yormed convenient to both the Anchor and
-~ - . . . » . ~ .
Ferguslie Mills, where the interest is mammtuned by much friendly
‘ ]
rivalry.
Near to this ficld a number of motlel  cottages in the

Enolisht sclf-contiined fashion have been built by the firm—

Guos' Howry Furcrsin,

@ style of dwelling which micht with advantage be multipliced
in Paisley.

IFor young girl workers who may reside at oo great a

1
distance, or who may not have the henelit of a home, a resi
dence, under an experienced matron, has been huilt, where, for
a limited payment, these youny people can enjoy much home
“

.

comfort.
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Country and seaside excursions are also ;ulmir:ll)];' organized.
On the summer holiduy. the “Sma’ Shot Saturday ™ of the old
weavers—the first Saturday of July, the thread workers have a
trip. which they manage with wonderful ability and forethought.
They generally arrange for siv or seven different excursions,
which frequently require two or three trains to cach  place.
The younger.virls are grouped together, sometimes numbering
dafteen hundred, and on arriva® at their destination they  find
cverything arriaged by some of the older hands.  Ample
refreshments are provided, and distiibuted in o well ordered
manner, according to the departments  to - which tae workers
belong.  Tents are provided on the chance of bad weather.
Music 1s ;ll)und;mt, and dancing and  sports are curied  on,
and prizes given—amounting on some occasions to 430, The
charge o cach of the younger girls is merely nominal. — As
many as ten thousand trippers connected with the thread trade
will sometimes enjoy a holiday in this manner.  The workers
make all the arrangements  themselves, and long experience
has qualified them well for this duty. A charge is made in
cevery case, but the firm makes up any deficit.

Iiach of the fiats has what is known as a ** Holiday Bank.”
Weekly contributions are emade to it Ly the thrifty girls, and
one of their number is appointed banker, When the summer
holiday scason comes round, some of the girls will reccive as

much as /1o cach. It is stated that sometintes 412,000 has



84 Tur Pastey Turean
been gathered in .during the year-—a remarkable illustration
alike of good wages and of prudent éconnmy. .
The fair, and even gencrous, manner in which the thread
firms have dealt with their workers, has had the usual excellent
results.  Good sense and friendly fecling have overcome with
case such difficultics as have arisen, and jthere never have
been any protracteds Tabour disputes. In @ reeent instance, a
difference arose which required spme time to adjust. The delay
wils not occasioned I)y. any unwillingness  tor sinvestigate  and
remedy any alleged gricvance, but because of the possible far-
reaching donsequences of an unwise or hasty  decision.  The
workers waited with hecoming patience, and the revised rates,
when decided, were made retrospective, so - that some of the
oirls had as much as 4135 to receive at the adjustment. This,
no doubt, showed that the complaint was well founded, but
it also showed the rediness of the firm o do verfect justice

.

o their employcees,



CHAPTER IX
BENEFACTIONS

HY leading men in the thread trade have at all times
taken aslively interest in the welfare of the town.  We
frequently find them as members ¢f the Town Council and
Magistrates of the Burgh, and in scveral instances they have
filled the officc of Provost, and always with acceptance.  But
more particularly they have taken a special intercst in, and
freely eiven their personal services to, all projects for improving
the conditign of the people. Their names are to be found on
the coverning hoards of every institution and society, educational,
philanthropic and religious, in the town.  During the dark days
consequent upon the decay of the shawl trade, they did much
o tide over the period of suffering through which the town
pissed, on its way o the present improved cconomic position.
When success flowed in upon them, they dispensed their wealth
with « liberal hand, and the town is enriched and adorned by

many substantial evidencess of their benefactions.
In the prosperous times of the weaving wrade in Paisley, there

.
was no pressing necessity for a Public Park. The town was not
large, and the immediate neighbourhood abounded in delightful
walks gnd charming country scenery.  But as LH:c town increased,

and factgries multiplied, the want of a park began to be much fel.
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John Love (1747-1828), at one time a successful manufacturer,
was an enthusiastic florist. - He acquirdd about seven acres ofe
land on the road to Inchinnan -the portion which is now c:.llvd
Love Street—and formed there the Hopge Temple Gardens.
Many valuable and interesting plants were collected, and the

)
vardens were well stocked, and hecame a place of public resort,
. .

Eatwanar o Hoer Trmenr Garnias, 1806,

There was also included a Muscum of geological and botanical
specimens, which, in 1837, was under the care of Mr. William
Small.  But misfostune overtook the owner, and the estate went
into the hands of trustees. The glory had  departed ; and,
becoming known as Love's Lolly, it was transformed  into a
market g‘;lr(h-n‘. where the children were accustomed to go - for
entertainment when the strawberries and gooseberries ‘'were ripe.,
Offered for sale in 1866,,it was bought privately by Mr,

L . . .
I'homas ‘Coats of Ferpuslic. He enclosed and re-arranged the
1]
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whole place, built convenient waiting-rooms and a lodge, and
.

trecged a splendid fountain in the centre. The place was then

nanced

The Fountain Gardens.

’I acstvis Goannn e

It was presented to the town by Mr. Coats, on 20th  May,

/5000, inorder that

1868, toscther with an epdewment of

it might he mamiained o the good of the  community, free

. oy . - * [} .

of charge.  This endowment was further auemented by his
ge- § )

eldest son, Mro James Coats, Junr., of I'erouslic, in 1802, by

L3000, and again, inrgor, by, £ 2000, so that the total en

L]
dowment now amounts to £ 10,000,
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.

This magnificent gift was only the forerunner of many more

which the thread manufacturers have given to the town.
L[]
At the mecetings of the Philosophical  Institution, the degir-

ableness of 4 town Muscum was frequently éspressed, but lack of

Frrr Ponre Lisgary o Mesiew

funds l)n'\'(-nl(d any action, till the problem was solved in an

unexpeeted way.  On 22nd January, J867, it was announced that

. . . [
Mr. Peter Coats intended to build and jpresent o the town a
' [

aduscum and Libravy. ' '

The Libraries Aet was adopted, by the community on 28th March,
. . ' . . '
1867, and the building commenced in High Street, at an estimated
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cost of £15,000;: but, as everything was done in the most.sub-
nt;mti.al and complete midnner, the ultimate cost must have been
far beyond this limit.

The honour of Rknighthood was conferred upon Mr. Peter
Coats on 2nd July, 186¢g. The building was transferred to the

‘

Town Council (mJ:y'(I September, 1870, on which occasion
Sir Peter made a speech which breathes such a noble spirit that
we subjoin a few passages. e said

“I'he Musepgr and Library 1 have conjoined, because T regard
them as appropriately related to one another. Fhe Muscum s in
many respects the complement of the Library - they are intended

to be mutually helpful. For example, the standard works in the

Reference Library, say in Botany, Geology, or other branches of

Natural lli:lm‘)', will be all the more practically valuable when
there are specimens and exactly ssystematized  collections in the
Muscum to illustrate: what has been published ; and, conversely,
the specimens and collections will be more useful when the best

writers in accessible works explain their history, their qualities,
L]

and the relations by whici they are generalized.  (Applause.)  Of

course, Natural History is too wide a ficld for any thing like exhaus-
tive illustration by« provincial Muscum such as ours: but the
study of cach branch can be best prosccuted, in the first instance,
through Wh:lE is local, or nearest at hand, ;|n(l,.th('r'cfnr(‘, it is that
I expcéet a creditable representation of the chief features of the
N;ttural History of chfrcwshir('. (Applause.), The industrial

. . . .
products, manufactures, and antiquitics, may alsh e adequatcly
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represented ; and 'think it is of importance, now that the Science
and Art Department is extending its elaminations over Britain,
L)
that diagrams, as well as chemical and other apparatus, he at hand
in the Muscum, that it may be a centre of beneficial influence,
1o be modified or extended according to circumstances.  (Loud
.

applause.)  The Reference Library is closely connected x:vith the
Muscum, and is S(‘I)}l.r:ll(‘(l from the General l‘jl)ru_l"\'. that distrac-
tion may be avoided. My aim is Ilh;ll the poorest youth may have
aceess to the best hooks in his offort at sell-impreyement - that the
mechanic, the ;U'lis.t. thdrSabbath-school teacher, the missionary,
and the sgudent inthe University, may find in it assistance.
(Applause)  The General Library, which will supply books for
family reading, has been suitably furnished by me with a view to
young men, and the aged and the infirm, spending in ?l unoceupicd
hours, and with a view also specially to its beine a0 home for
thoughtfel men in those dull dive when there is no employment,
and the temptation oftén is strong to setk stimulants that only
leave him sadder and poorer., L\ppl;lu.s(-.) I sincerely hope that,
in this way, it may prove a blessing by promoting temperance,

sobriety, and selfyrespect.”
[n 1882, Sir Peter Coats made extensive additions to the Free

.

Library and Muscum, adding a I’ivlgn'(‘ Gallety, new Reference
Library  Roow, and enlarged Museum space s and, in 1904, his
. .
cldest son, Mr. James Coats (now Sic James) of N\achendrane,
still further extgnded it Thi.s most recent addition enabled the
Dircctors toprovide spiee for a permanent display of the Deautiful

«
.
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harness shawls, for which Paisley has earned a great reputation.
A L(.);m Exhibition of these and similar fabrics was held in
June, 1905, and attracted much attention.  The suceess of that
Exhibition, which led to the permanent collection, was largely due
to the personal exertions and generosity of Mr. John Rolertson

and Mr. Robert Cochran, both of whom have a hereditary interest

RITESYEN AN TITHRRTTAN

in this now vanished industry.  The present collection, which is
unique of its kind, has been enriched by liberal - donations of
shawls and printed fabrics from a large number of ladies and
gentlemen i the town. . .

The Freg Library contains . over 37,000 volumes, and  the
annual issucs number about 8o,.000. 1t has heen augmented by
many costly gifts, among which may be mentionesl the heautifully

. .° Coe ~ . 0
iMuminated Ashburton MSS. of the fifteenth century, vaued at
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£1,200, presented by Mr. Archibald Coats 'of Woodside, a son
of Sir Peter Coats.

Mr. Thomas Coats always took a special interest in scientific
pursuits, and was a steady supporter 6f the  Philosophical |
Institution. 'l"hi's Socicty, which was founded in 1808, had,
like all such institutions, its periods  of ‘prospt-rity and of
adversity,  The late Reve Willium Fraser, DL, minister of
the Free Middle Church, gn carnest and accomplished student of
science, did much o awaken interest in educational and scientific
work, and the br().lh«*rs' Coats were carly associated with these
cfforts.  The want of instruments was {elt to be a hindrance
to study, and Mr. Thomas Coats, always liberal, presented a
telescope to the Institution.  This instrument was afterwards
replaced by one of greater power, and, in the end, Mr. Coats

crowned his gifts by the ercation of

The . Coats ®bservatory.

This building, after being splendidly  equipped, was  trans-
ferred, on 18th October, 1882, to the " Philosophical Institution,
together with an endowment of /2000, Mr. Thomas Coats
died on 15th October, 1883, but his family continued to take
a warm interest in the Observator, and his Trustees added
L2000 to the endowment on rgth March, 1884 In 1892,
Mr. James Coats, Junr, of Ferguslic, further extended  the
buildings of the Observatory, adding many valuable instruments,

< . . . . .
and increasing the endowment by £2,000; and again in 1898
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by a further sum of £4,000, so that the entire endowment now

amounts Lo/ 10,000.
2

.
Coars Onst vy veony,

»

The Philosophical Institution has conunuca to do gond work,
and among its best friends and most carnest workers was the
Jate. Rev. Andrew IHenderson, JLL.I., F.R.A.S., minister of

L .

Abbey Close United Presbyterian Church.
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Mr. Thomas Coats, being an enginecr, naturally interested
himself, as we have said, in scientific” and cducational m:'utcm.
and was a liberal supporter of all - cfforts in this direction.
And here the writer of these pages thay be  forgiven  for
relating anincident  the only occasion on which he had any
intercourse with a member of the Coats fu'mi]y.

In those carly days, before the repeal of | the taxes on
knowledge, a newspaper gost fourpence halfpenny, and did nei
contain as much matter as those now sold . for a halfpenny.
The price was too high*for working people, and reading rooms
were estahlished. One of these was the Artizans’ Institution,
which occupicd part of a building which stood on the exact
spot where now the statue of Thomas Coats is placed.  This
Institution, of which Mr. Coats was a warm  friend, bhesides
providing  newspapers, established  evening  classes, and held
examinations in conneetion with the Society of Arts, so paving,
the way for the advent of that technical education now considered
soessential. Mr. Thomas Coats was chairman ol the local
committee charged with the examinations.  Dr. W. B. M*Kinlay,
a well known medical practiioner of that time, offered o prize
of a Socicty of Arts microscope to, the young members of the
Artizans’ Institution  for the best ¢ssay  On the benefits of
scientific education to the artizan.”  The present writer, then
a young lad, was'the winner of this prize. oIt wis presented
by Mr. Coats at a public mecting on 16th September, 1861,

Dr. M:‘Kinlay temarking that he had read the essay with
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interest, and commended it o the notice of the young men.

he attention  thus catly drawn o the subject of  technical
, d

cducation was not without results. The writer, in after years,

wis one ol the fouhders  and for some  time Chairman of

Az’ s vos,

The Incorporated Weaving, Dyeing, and Printing College of

Glasgow, the leading techpical institation i Scotland in- con-
. . . . ’
nection with the textile industry. )

On" the passing of the Scotch Educatiol Aet, the interest
which Mr. Thomas Coats had always taken in o educational
. » 7

.
matters was acknowledeed by his  townsmen dn €Electing him
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the first Chairmane of the School Board, an office which he
held dll his lamented death in 1883, .

Mr. Coats was unccasing not only in his labours l;u} in
his generosity.  He save a donation of +£4,000 in order that
the figst four new  schools, then being built,  should have

L]
twelve feet of air space per pupil in place of cight feet. In
the Report for 1877, it is stated that, in :‘,Olls‘(:(]ll(‘ll(?(: of this
gift, “The sanitary results have already proved  gratifying.
By the wise restriction which the benevolenee of Mr. Coats
has imposed as i conditéon of his orant of £4,000, the teachers
.
and  the s:hil(lr(:n not only enjoy more space for work, hut
breathe purer aiv. . . . The principal teachers of the now
schools bear unqualified testimony to the greater healthfulness
‘
of the pupil teachers and the scholars, as resulting from the
special arrangement giving more air space.”

In 1876, he also presented increased  play ground  accommo-
dation for the George "Strect (or West) School, at considerable
cost. By his tact and business :11).ilit)‘. no less than by the
conspicuous sincerity of purpose, he oreatly facilitated the work
of the School Board.

The Technical College and School of  Art reccived  from

'
Messrs, J. & P. Coats a free site, of great’ value, in George

.
Street, and ‘a donation of  £3.000; to which Mr.  James

A
.

Coats, Juor, of Terguslic, added 43500, and other members

-~

of the family also gave considerable sums.
L
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Clark Town hall,
The wam of a Public Hall had long been felt in Paisley,
.
and sceveral unsuccessful attempts had been made to erect such

a building.  During 1872, largely by the exertions of Mr. James

Gronar: A, Cravn Tows Hann,

Clark of Chapel Tlouse, su‘)scriplinnx were obtained which, on
8th IFebruary, 1873, amounted 1o L13.870 fos. od. On 1oth
March, 18737 it was announced that Mr. George A, Clark, of
Newark, New Jersey, had left a legacy of £20,000 to build a
Town Jdlall for his native town. ®



08 Tur Pastey Turean

The human interest and sympathy with the work  people
which have always marked the thread manufacturers is nowhe e
better illustrated than by a condition artached to this  gift.
That was the stipulation that there must be a large reading
room ‘for working men, where they could sit in comfort and
enjoy a smoke, and that the room should be open from five
o'clock in the morning until twelve o'clock at nioht. Mr. Clark
had a4 warm heart o the working man,

On 8th June, the members of the Clarle family intimated
that they would  prefér to undertake  the  whole  expense of
crecting the hall to the memory of  their deceased  relative;
a promise  which they fulfilled in o princely manner.  The
subscription list was then closed, and the money returned. A
prominent site in the New Town, at the corner of the Old or
St James' Bridge, was acqifired for 9,000, and the ercetion
commeneed of the padatial - buildings which now adorn this
part of the town.  The cost of this superb structure has heen
estimated at not less than £ 110,co0.

What with the preliminary arrancements and other unfore-
seen delays, itetook nearly ten years to complete the work.
The foundations alone, heing so- near the river bank,  must
have absorbed a vast sum. The building was handed over
to the (‘()rbnr;tli(nl on joth January, 1882,  The large hall
rivals in beauty and convenicnce any similar stricture in the
West of Scodand, and the various smaller halls are in keeping

with it
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Connected with  these gifts to the town by the  thread

nanufacturers, may be nientioned
[ ]

The (I.oats acemonal Church.

Coaes Mivoriva Cocueon,

Although not a gift to the community, it is a great ornaunent
t¢ the gown. It is attached 1o the Baptist denomjnation, and

was creeted to the memory of Mr. Thomas Coats by his family.
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It is an exquisite structure of geometrical Gothic architecture,
with a central tower which corresponds well with its monumental
character.  The interior is rich in carvings. The :11';1pustcr
pulpit, the marble baptistry, the carved ouk stalls, and the great

orgar together make this one of the most beautiful” eeclesiastical
.

Proerr or Coats Mivomarn Cnvron,
‘
edifices in the country.  The cost is understood to have been
between  £100,000 and  £150,000.
The style of building, with its hich arched roof, is favourable
to musical offeets, and in ;Lccm'd;m'cc with its resemblance to an
English Cathedral, the service has heen }'n;ldu' slightly more

ornate than is usual in Scotland, while the quality of the pulpit

. -' . . -
utterayces’ has been maintained at a high intellectual level.
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The Royal EHlcrandra Jnfivmary.

[]

This institution llns always reccived the hearty support of
the whole community.  The employers  give large  annual
subscriptions for maintenance, the workmen of many  firms
in the town send annual contributions, and a “substantial sum

is raised annually by the proceeds of a concert held at ** The

Roy w Avexasona Inviraiaus .

Glen,” which happily commemorates Paisley’s much loved poet,
Robert Tannahill.

When it was found necessary to remove fiom the site in
Bridge Street, which it had long occupied, to a more open
space in what is now called dhe Barbour Park,a large Building
Fund was required.  While keen interest was evinced by the
whole 1:)w1) in this good work, the thread manufacturers were
conspmuous for their munificence, gand this in ad(lition to the

large sums which they annually subscribed for nmmtcn.mu
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The firm of j. & P. Coats, Limited. contributed to the
Building Fund in 1903 a special donation of £ 3,000, on condi-
tions, which were complied  with, and W!]it‘h resulted ‘in an
additional sum of /3,750 being obtained from other subscribers.

A Bazaar to liquidate the debt on the buildings and for
other purposes was held, and participated in by all classes of
the people. The young men got up l)ri\'utc'l theatrical entertain-
ments, and the thread mill girls did work for the Bazaar in
many ways, including the making of toffee, which they sold for
the benefit of llu-' institartion.

Ioaddition to this, the thread manufacturers were con-
spicuous for the special gifts which they  bestowed upon  the
Infirmary.  Among these, Mr. Peter Coats of Garthland Place,
a son of Sir Peter Coats, takes a high place. f\l:'. Coats, a5 a
Director, had long taken ane active part in the management,
and by ‘nis venerosity, had assisted the Directors over many o
difficulty, and enabled “them o make the Infirmary one of the
most complete in the country. '

e undertook responsibility for the cost of the West Pavilion
and Chapel, and, built 2 block which is set apart for infectious
diseases, thus greatly assisting lh("m‘g';miz;uinn and working of
the institntion.  He further erected, the beatiful and complete
Nurses' Hothe, which stands apart in the grounds of the
Infirmary. It cdntains accommodation for 1l the: nurses, and
is fitted up with an clegance and refinement such as Mr. Coats

. " . . o
considered wasappropriate to the devoted ladies who form the
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nursing staff.  He also cleared away much old property which
u'v(*rl()()kul the Infirmary, on the south-cast side, thereby adding
to the amenity and openness of the situation.

Even these vifty did not exhaust his generosity to this
deservine institution. e was the means, by o donation of

£3,000, of founding “*The Paisley Sick Reliet Fund,” which is

TR

Ntnas' Howr.

administered by the Dircctors, and has been of much benefit
to many unfortunate sufférers.

At a meeting of the subscribers and others interested in
the Tnfirmary, held on gth March, 1900, Mr. Peter Coats was
appointed  Honomry  Lat President, in recognition of what he
had done for the institution.

Ms James Coats, Junr., of Ferguslic House, in addition to
his many gifts for other objects in the town, has shown great

liberality to the Infirmary.  His® contributions 1o sthe Building
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IFund amounted to.many thousand pounds, and he presented a
complete clectric  installation, besides furnishings  and  fittingg
for almost every department of the building.  Other members
of the Coats’ family also contributed most generously to the

institutipn.

Mi. Joun Creann or Goresior, 1827 1891,

The Clark family have been equally active in such good
deeds, and have made many munificent vifts to the Infirmary.
The late Mr. John Cluk of Gateside Teft a legacy of £10,000
to the Endowment Fund of this instjtution. The James Clark
Bequest FFund' for Consumptive Patients, administered by the
Dircctors, has benefitted to the extent of £10000 in- gifts from
the late Mr. James Clark of Ralston, and the Tate Mr. John Clark

of Gatesile, '
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The Annie Clark Fund for Incurables, also managed by the
Directors, was founded Ly Mrs. Stewart Clark of Kilnside, now
of 1).1111(1:15 Castle, Linlithgowshire, and amounts to /12,000,

) contributed by hersedf and her husband. |, Mr. Stewart Clark

endowed two beds at a cost of /2,500, and Mrs. Kerr of ¢ allow-

L]
hill, a sister of Mr. Clark, endowed a bed at a cost of /1,250,

Mu, Janes Crane o Rarsron, 1821 881
.

Mr. Kenncth M. Clark furnished the Operating Theatre,
which probably involved an outlay of £500 1o /1,000 In the
history of the nsstitution there have been frequent  occasions

* . *
when, from unforeseen causes, the expenditure hasdeen unusually
. . y -
large. » On one such oceasion Mr. Kennethe M. Clark donated

N .

£ 1,000, and on another Mr. James Coats, Junr., gave a sum

. - . . ~ . '
sufficidnt to wipe out the deficit.
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The ladies of the thread connection have been liberal in
donations of musical instruments of warious sorts, and therg
have been minor wifts, which it is unnceessary to detail.

The present much respected Chairman of  the Board of
Dircetars of the Infirmary is Mr. Robert Balderston of Ardgowan,

1]
who has had a lifelong connection with the thread trade.

«

Mu. Kommr Barornsion, Cusimygy o Inrieaany.

0

Other institutipns in the town, while not specially built by
the thread manufacturers, have been,largely supported by them.
The Paisley ln'duslriu] School hay received many vifts from
the thread mdnufacturers, notably by a legacy of £5,000 left
by the late Mr. John Cluk of Gateside, and of 1,000 given by
Mr. Stewart: Clark, who had long taken an active interest in

. . N . . .
this institution, s well 'as in the Infirmary.,
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The Gleniffer bompe for Jncurables, Mciklcriggs.

1

This building owes its existence mainly to the anxious care
of Mrs. Archibald Coats of Woodside, v denevolent Tady who
has left a fragrant memory.  The same estimable lady aook an

active interest in the Paisley Brameh of the Scotch Girls' Society.
»

. —r

-~ .y

Gosnnrre How vor Inarrns,

After her lamented decease, a number of her friends in com-

memoration of her labours huilt

The aDdrs, Erchibald Coats adcmorial home,

in New Street, and connected it with the Scotel Girls” Friendly
. . . -
Society.  This etructure must have cost about £5,000.

. In the same way many nll"vr henevolent  institutions and

L]
churches in town have been liberally supporeed l’;y shie thread
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manufacturers, and. dndeed, it may be said they have assisted
almost every project for the public good in Paisley and the.
West of Scotlind which has been proposed for the last .lyvo
gencerations.

As te the priviate benevolences, of which no estimate can
ever be made, it s sufficient to say that they have been on
a royal scale.  The poor, the feeble, the' unfortunate, the
widow and the orphan, have ever received a helpful hand ;.
and, as these gifts have been continuous over, the lifetime of
several generations, and *by a great number of generous men
and women, it may 'bc possible that the unscen and unrecorded

.
liberality of the thread manufacturers has been greater even
than that shown in so many permanent memorials of enduring
stone which they have erected in the town. ‘

The difficult problem of how to assist the needy without
demoralizing them, has  had o be  faced, and  although, no
doubt, results have not in every case been what was desired,
it may safely be said that an ;u]miml)lc‘ discretion has presided
over the distribution of this well-earned  wealth. Tt has ever
been  employed o knit together, in the bonds of mutual
sympathy and help, the various classes of the people; and
the duties, as well as the rights of' wealth, ‘have been well

.
understood and* recognized,



CHAPTER X

OLD PAISLEY

T() one whose lot it has been to live during part of the
two periods in the history of Paisley -—so remarkable and
so contrasted .;1.;' those of the shawl trade and the thread trade —
many interesting, and even pathetic, snemories are awakened.
Writers who deseribe Paisley in the pr‘()\p(:mus days of the
shawl trade, make mention of the crowds of g‘irl; who issued
at meal times from the warchouses.  They were all clad in
arey duffel cloaks with hoods which obscured their faces, and
excited the curiosity of the amorous youths of the town. A
local bard of the time sang of them
“ My ither says, < My son,
Ye are lucky soon begun

.
With the lassies for to run,

With their grey cloaks on.'”

Duffel was a soft woolleny cloth of the texture of {lannel. The
name is Dutch, and doybtless the fabric came originally from
the Low Countries, as did the linen thread® which  preceded
that " of Dargarsan, '

I.iy the time of which we age now treating (1840-1850), the

duffel cloaks had passed away, and with them the wtately old
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gentlemen who then occupied  the  Causeyside.  There  still,
however, remained some relics of these old times, and the
.
portrait of Alexander Carlile (p. 58) gives a fair idea of the
costume of the perigd. The knee breeches had gone, but the
chimney-pot hat of large dimensions, the clean-shaven face, the
.
tail coat -now only used by waiters and for cvening dress—
and the ruffled shirt front sl Tingered ; and the silver snuff
bhox was alwavs the first thing brought out on meeting a friend.:
It was usual to see, dangling under the vest, i|||mn(‘h of seals
attached to a mnss‘i\r(‘ old chain.  If one asked the time of
day, the ('I'min drew up from  the subterrancan depths of
fob pocket, as from a well, a w:ltch';lpproaching the size of a
small turnip  popularly known to the boys as a 1i(‘k‘(~r," hecause
the sound thercof micht almost he heard on the other side of !
the street. These seals, glittering with cairngorms, were not
altogether without use. Gummed  envelopes and note paper
had not yet come in. Letters were written ona double sheet
of Targe paper, and folded, wafered, and sealed. The seratching
of quills made an irritating sound in the counting houses, il
Joseph Gillott, wigh his steel pens, drove them out. The quill
pen, the wafer, and the sealing was went ot together, and

Ly

carricd the scals with them. ,

The shawl 'll‘il(ll.‘ centred in the itde streteh of Causeyside
from the foot of 'St. Mirren Street to Fogbes  Street, and
along that street to the I{i\'e‘r Cart. St Mirren Street was

. . . |
then a steep and narrow Jane, called the Water Wynd, and
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Gilmour Street was blocked at the Cross by a building, along-

side of which was a passage named the “ Tlole in the Wa'.”

- S Mgy Sineer, 1860,

In Caugeyside, in those days, might be sten old Robert
. - .
Kere wih his egold spectacles, cheery  facd, and active step-
«come over from Thread Street, o buy some Thibet yarn or

° . . . '
spun silk, with the various quantitics  writeen  on seraps of
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paper at the bottom of his capacious hat, held in place by the
inevitable bandanna handkerchief, so indispensable to all snuffens.

John Morgan, dapper little gentleman, might be stun(ii;lg on
his door-step, looking down the street, if peradventure a buyer
should ,turn the corner of the Bank of Scotland at the foot of
the Water \Vync'i, and wondering if the visitor would be way-
laid by Whitchill or Walker, or, if he should escape so great a
danger, would he  get past Cumberland Court, with Charles
Jurgess standing at the close-mouth ; for I\h)\rg‘un’s warehouse
was well up the street 2

There, too, were the brothers James and John Robertson, with
their genial smile and pleasant words of greeting to everyone ;
and old Thomas Risk of the Western Bank  the offices of which
were at the corner of Forbes Street  littde dreaming of the great
disaster that was to overtake this important institution.  There
also might be James Forbes, of Forbes & Tlutchison, a stately,
reserved, and  handsome man; and Archibald  Hutchison, his
partner, alert and bustling ; or Archie Harper, with his leonine
locks and merry glance, than whom, none knew better how to
manage those buvers who liked to complete a bargain by an
adjournment up to “ Peter's.”  Williun Abercrombic, a hand-
some blue-eyed Saxon, and his partner, John Yuill, a dark-eyed
Celt.  Robert 770 Dalziel and Alexander Begg, who united artistic
taste with good manufacturing ; and  Matthew  Scott, on his
way to a meeting at the Infirmary or the Ragged School.

Then geatle David Speirs, with head inclined, moving quietly
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along, dreaming of those exquisite designs in shawls, for which
hi.s firm was famous; and burly Robert Rowat, stumping down
the street, taking up the whole breadth of the pavement, to the
terror of all small boys, and the amusement of those half-witted

»
. . . . - .
loafers, who relieved the tedium of the Canseyside

Si. \.IIHI(I\ S, 1906,

There wmong  the yarn and  doth merchants would  be
Provost  Philips, 1elined, cotrteous and cultured ;. and Provost
Pollock, a useful Mman in his day, and a choice racontear ; and

. ‘ .
John M. Symington, deep in all relicions and edueational move-
* . . . . . ~
ments ;¢ oand  Houeh Brown, with  his anxiows enquiring  face,
limping along.  Then John Greenlees, turning upon you alter-
4 L )
nately his blue cye and his brown one, a represeftadve of a

8

]
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family connccted for several gencrations with the textile trade
of the town. . .
The genial Laird of Glenfield also (the Tast to spor't‘ the
'
ruffled shirt front) would be there, lookingaafter the finishing, so
that the orders might not all go o Aikman.  One remembers
with pleasure his clear-cut face and fund of pawky humour ;
and also the Trish car, drawn by his pichald pony * Batty,” on
which the “kind auld Taird” was ever ready to give a ©lifg?
to a weary wayfarer.  Among dyers, there \x"u'ul(l be THoward
Lang, sonsic William  Craw, and . C. Macgregor, & man of
marked p(:rsnn;tlit)’, and many others who micht he named.
There, too, later on, wias David Gilmour, the best narrator
of weaver stories that Paisley has produced. Tt was casy 1o
sce from the merry twinkle in his eye, and from his quaine
conversition, how much he appreciated and was quietly studying
the interesting characters of those days. There, also, snuff-hox
in hand, micht have been seen Williiam M Intyre of Colinslee
Print Works, talking with Robert Guthrie, James M Murchy or
James Millar of \Whitehill's.  Some of the printed shawls were
very popular, rivadling in beauty the harness work, and at one
time there were at least ten printworks in the vieinity,  Colinslee
alone employed over - thousand workers, and on the other side
of the town, Messrs. Walker, Drybrough & Co., at Arkleston,
did then and do*stll maintain, the reputation of ,the “district
for this class of work.

Perhaps® there woukd be a noise, and looking around, there
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was the “ Charleston Drum” (fortunately still prescrved), coming
down the street accompanied by a group of weavers, led by
that ‘enthusiastic Radical, Colin Black, and followed by all the
ragged weans of the, neighbourhood, hurrahing with great glec
at the demonstration to he made, and effigy to be burned before
the warehouse of some “wee cork,” who had presumed to break

the table of prices.  And there, too, would be Richard Watson

Bann or Scoriaxn, Orn Cavseysinr, 186,

to put it all in the Passley 1lerald next Saturday ; and our
“ever green and perpetual ™ Provost Murray, well named the
“ Provost of Scotland,” not disliking o little fun, but anxious
that there shnnl(l.l)(- ne breach of the peace. Now they are

v behind them

bl
L]

gone, all gone “these oldefamiliar faces,” leavin
only a delightful memory.
.
Nothing couli be done in Paisley in those days without
poctry, or, at least, rhyme - -mose or less lame Jn the feet.

One of the bards exclaims—

"
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* Hark, hark to the sound of the Charleston Drum'!
“Tis the champions of liberty  onward they come;
‘
They've to meet i their strength down in the Old Low,

And the'ill soon show the Provost the way for to go.”
. ™~

/\nnlhvtr follows in the same strain-

“Ia Cinseaside s cork” tried the table tae smash,

—_— N . .
e Charleston wemvers came down on him erash -
e

They turned oot in hunners, deternimed tae win,

And marched doon Chuseyside wi' their Charleston Dram.

«
.

“The eork” orew quede Triechtit when he heard the big drum,
9 | u
An’ saw the greal erood, full o7 misehict an® fun,
So B promsed, in future, to pay the full sum:
A

Then they marehed hack in triwmph wi' the Charleston: Dron "

But life is not ol v cakes and ale,” There was another sida
to the picture. The shawltrade was subject o0 periods of
great depression. and ar times many - decent familics were hrought
nearly to starvation  Soup kitchens were required almost every
winter, and hread riots were not uncommon.  Privation hrought

X
discase. Smallpoy and fever were constantly moreorless
present,  while the dreaded  cholera made occasional - visie.,
There were no ambulanee waveons then, but the trestle bed
.
of the Infirmary, with the red and white striped curtains, borne
by two men,*scared the Titde children playing in - the street,
and made them ¢over their noses, notwithstynding the "hits of
camphor i a litde bag, \\hi(;h every careful mother had hung

.t
round their necks.
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Of this time of sorrow the writer had his share. for many
of his people were operative weavers. \s the distress deepened,
4 .
houscholds were broken up, play mates and school companions
were forced to leawe the town. Some went to the wilds of
Canada, many to the California cold digoings, then iust dis-

a0
Pl

Pasrey Yurey rwou Cacstysing, 1830,

Fove ooy A Y P P TR VA I woe Cooh T ca

covered, and some teo Nastraliao and New  Zealand, Others,
L]

and the writer among  the number, went np further alicld than
. ~ »

to Glaseow,  But even that seemed @ foreien land to the
L]

Paisley  man ft was never home.”  The people were i

many respects different, and migeh as experience has taught us
\ §

[ ]
to admire the splendid business qualities of the Glasgow people,
+
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they are not our “ain folk.” Perhaps if they werce not just so

conspicuously able and successful, we would like them better. ¢
P

Then, as the ycars rolled on, the writer came back in the

hope of ending his days among the sceness of his youth.  But

it was like a rude awakening from a dream. No emigrant who

[ ]
had spent forty years in a forcign land and returned to the

Foa-t Stoor Caspysion, 892,
.
old home, could have been more astonished. Everything was
changed.  His school companions were nearly all gone. Some
had moved west to clegant villas inthe, new suburb of Castle-
5
head, but the greater number had found  quict resting-places
in Woodside Cemetery.  Instead  of the old, dreamy  town,
everywhere now was bustle, A new heaven and a new 'cnrlh,
wherein all was business - busingss!  Wide, and widening streets.

I'he clang-clanging of tram-car bells resounded in the principal
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thoroughfares, and crowds of eager people pushed along the
sgreets,  Palatial  public and  private  buildings  appeared  on
cvcr_\: hand.  In vain the wanderer listened for the click of
the shuttle from ong of those plain two-storicd houses, with
the “through-gawn” close, the outside stair, and the *yaird”

hehind, where the wearied  workman could “rax ™ his limbs

Tiur Covwrrston Diow™

[ ]
amidst the scent of sweet briae and spearmint. Tt was casy
to be neighbourly with two families on the <tir-head and the
mid room perhaps tenanted, by some gentle spinster, who wound
L]
pirns or frinced shawls, apd marched off on Sundays— ¢lad in
; ! Y
a0 harness plaid, with her Bible wrapped  in % napkin, and
]
enclosn

asprig

0 of *applc ringic ™ to mark the place  to some
church, of which she was one of the *stoops.”
L ]

L]
e . ] .
I'hen the bleaching  greens were gone s those  delightful
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scenes of femininesgossip over the hedge. No longer can we
see the thrifty housewife gaily spreading out the fragrant liners
’
to the sun, for now the smoke renders bleaching  impossible,
and cverything has o be sent to the steam faundry.
Now cverywhere there are four-storied lands, ashlar fronts,

L]
oricl windows, dled passages, hot and  cold  water no more
L ]

S ae’T ol

stoups to carry from the well  and ten families on one common

stair. * Neebours ™ there are none. The occupants are too
many for companionship. and all are | cager after their own
.
business, and have no time for a stidrehead crack or an exchange
of friendship. © .
A wvencration of children has arisen whoe never knew the

delight of hurrahing as a cagt of coal was shot down at the

. .
close month. [hat grand event never oceurs now,  for coal
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houses no Jonger exist, and the weekly supply is carried up in
Lays,

[ ]

Fhen  the candy-man, with  his  barrow ornamented  with
whirling paper flagse now rarely delights dhe children. How
can we ever forget the time when, in oxchange fer some
“ravellins,” old hones, or raes, he would vive us a bit of his

toothsome “blackman,” vouged out with a rusty knife from a

A

S Proe’s 10,

.
not too clean old tin tav? Teowas delicious. Not - even
“Teush Geordie™ a0 noted confectioner of  the Townhead
could make ;m_\'l\.ming tiher, and compared with this the modern
toffee, wrapped up in tusel paper to make it aceeptable, s
quite insipid. But now  he and his retinue of rejoicing

.

youngsters woula he inimminent danger of their lives from
some  motor carecing along o vehicles, by lh:: Wiy, now

largely made in the town.  We had smells i Paisiey in the
ey
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old times, some of them pungent enough down Sneddon way,
but the stench of the new motor car eclipses them all. .
¢

Then the pavements are now laid with concrete no doubt
a great improvement for the girls to play “pal-als,” and fine
for slides on fms:ty days—but the boys can no longer play at
the “bhools™ as on carth  pavements, where holes  could  be
made, and where were those delightful unccr.taintigts' and hazards
which would now train the cye for future feats in golf! .

Where, also, is the *Jail Square,” with ‘igs‘ collection of
dirty fish barrows im(l tmpty barrels, round the wooden hooth
of Willie S.h(’l\\'? He of the »pluckie ™ face is gone, and with
hiim his savoury * Bervies ™ and dried, strong-tasting ** Speldrins,”
which went well with a hit of oat cake, and had the additonal
advantage  appreciated by the knowing ones o conccaling the
smell of a dram. But why oalk of drams?  The = Change
Houses ™ also are gone. - We cannot now find  those humble
“howffs,” where h()ncst‘, if drouthy, cronies on raw days could
step into a low-roofed room, with a cheerful fire, and feel the
hospitable *crunching™ of the feet on the sanded floor, and
be served with j0 wee gill of the hest”™ by the buxom widow,
with the drugget apron in front, and the tartan shawl crossed
over her ample bosom and tied iy a bunch behind, Here
one could havé a canny crack about what ““new mischicf thae
blasted Tories in London were up to again.”, )

Now all these are gone, and in their place at every corney

- be founds flarine oin palaces. brilli: : T oliss
are to bhe founds Hlaring om palaces, brilhant m plate  glass,
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1
[9X)

polished wood, and ¢littering brass  but no ficeside, no pleasant

welcome, and no quict corner to sit down ; in fact, generally
A ¢

no seats at all; only a high counter at which to stand and

. imbibe as fast as possible the vile stuff, ind incontinently he

turncd out into the strect.

Muo Jowes F Coeesoe, e,

Thus the old, dreamy Paisley, with ity quaint - ways, s
slowly drifting away intor a vague past, surrounded by those
dim shadows which, obscuring the defeets, Teave hehind only a
radiance of pleasant recollections, ’

As illustrative, of - Cid *Paisley, we have the pleasure of
reproducing  the well-knowh  portrait picture ni‘.lh(' * Paisley
Cross, lh’(ﬁh‘," painted by our distinguished ;11'Eisl and townsmau,
Mr. James E. Christic, and now, by the liberality of the late
Sir Peter Coats, preserved in tiee Art Gallery f  the Free

Public Library and Muscum.
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CHAPTER XI,

TRANSITION

RAMBLIE round Paisley for the purpose of observipg

the changes which  have wken  place (}uring the last
fifty or more years, may beein naturally at (he Cross, and the
prominent feature “here is, or rather was, the Steeple. This
building was erected in 1757 on tht site of an older structure
which had shown siens of decay.  To the north stood  the
tolbooth or jail, the front of which was adorned with a piu:/,z;b
supported by two square, ru§liv arched pillars. The outside
stuir ledoto o platform from which proclamations were made,
and where prisoners were exposed in the stocks. The ground
floor of the steeple was  called “the howf;” where ale and
porter were sold. The rooms in the l:f)])(‘l‘ floors of the steeple
and the olbooth were reserved for eriminals, and it may he
noted that every prisoner incareerated for w night had to pay
the jailer o fee of fourpenee, but if.ln-. were a burgess of the
town he got off for twopenee, It is to be hoped that Lord

.

Brougham and the other  distinguished men, who Jhave been
presented with the freedom of the town were duly made aware

of this impottant concession.
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(8]
~3

The lower floor of the tolbooth was occupied by the Council

Chamber and other municipal offices ; the floor above, reached

by tht outside stair. was the Sheriff Court House.

t

Cross St axn Toregoorn, 1757

»

[ ]
Orr the 1'(‘11\0\;;1] of the Council business «to the new County

Buildines in County Square, the tolbooth was taken down in

b}
) o .. - '
1821, and replaced by an addition made to the Sacacen's THead
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Inn, which, under the name of the Town’s House, had been
built by the Town Council, in 1551, as a place of public
Y 75 ] i

entertainment.  The Saracen’s Flead Tnn had a large balleroom

NS
Ly

R

(ross Sverene Sanvans €lran Inw, 1868,

¢
_ )
attached, and was. for mamy years the principal hotel <n the
Yoy !
town.  DBeing at the Cross, it was greatly frequented on market
. . . - B . !
days, when i#rang withothe cloquence of bailics and councillors,
. )
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besides buyers and sellers of all sorts, who in those days always
mz:dc a market day a time of high festival. - One of our many

local fhymsters describes the scene as follows :

-

21 1

( noss Srreere, 1870,

.
“ When out and in the farmers drive,
And all is bustle and alive. .
Wnen waiters with a pineh contrive
The guests to please,
In hundreds swarming, like a hive
Of wasps or bees,

9 .



130 Tor Pasuiy Turean

“Three farmers, tenants, all at will,
In hard-up circmmstances still,
There sit, consulting, o’er a gill,

What scheme or prank
W uld get another new wind-bill

¢ ) , e
Pass’d thro' the bank.

Cross maronr Divorrmoss, 1906,

= A merchant jamb'd, sils farther hen,
*“Fween Miller Muir and Baker Glen.
Upright, unquestionable myen,
A thousand wipys,
B.ul, boys who never «ell thewr hen

On rainy daye.”

The Paisley Burns Club, of which Tannahill was sccretary,

held its, meetings here, and Professor John Wilson (* Chriétophcr
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North”) and many other distinguished men have been present
oy, memorable occasions ot meetings in this renowned hostelry.

But what lingers most pleasantly in the memory is the
Town's House stair. 3 Well do we remember the steep double

stair, with the polished  mahogany hand raile. which led up to

sirar s e WASLT IR36

the public rooms on the upper floor. Tt wes a ploy of the
boys, whenever II.u- wa terswas out of sicht, to sit astride on
the double rail; and enjoy a glorious slide down to the bottom.
This was onceof the joys of Old Paisley which the new genera-
tion can never c..perience.

. ln' 1868, a subsidence of thy steenle, o the .south, took

place, in consequence of a sewer being tormed: o few teet from
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its foundation.  The Paisley Gazette commemorated the event

in the following lines :—

“The town was filled with terror when we heard that, threugh an error
In the giving of ."1‘n order for the cutting of § sewer,
And the mining and the sapping, and the pickaxing, and rapping
B.\" the workmen who were tapping a damp cellar or a store,
To ridd it of the water there  some two feel or more

Our old steeple might Gl o'er, by this diging™we deplore

St Miguex Steev e, 1906,

.
‘
'

After it had stood for two years supported by wooden
props (p. 129), the steeple was taken down, notwithstanding
an unsuccessful attempt o interdict  the work sy Mr. John
Cr;lwfnrd,\wril('r a well-known and somewhat original character

of thowe days,s and Who is credited with the statement that



TRANSITION 133

* ‘“there is no philosophy without a *dawnic.'” The bell of

the, steeple was cracked while being rung on the oceasion of the
L]

VSRRV ETTITINN f\IITHI (W e Wano), 1805,

marriage of the Prince of Wales - the present King Edward V11
—in 1803, AMter having served the town fof two hundred and
fifteen  years, 1t was recast, and is stll doi

o duty in the
. A
Lylesland United Free Church,
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The block which formed the north side of the Cross (p. 130),
and which has recently been removed | largely by the liberality
of Mrs. John Polson of Westmount so as to imprové the

. ‘. . N t .
square, has a historic interest for the o]dc'r mhabitants.  Here,
)

5 OFFICE

LN
59 gom
y -

Dui’s Janow, 1565,

.

up an outside stair, was the Commercial Totel, first Gibb's and
'
afterwards  Hinshelwood's, i rival to the Saracen’s Tlead over
the way, and also a great resort on, market davs.  This hotel
was greatly patconized on Sunday evenings by Tads and lasses,
after being at church and having had a walk. They ‘wound
up the night's enjoyment by an hour in the Commercial, where,
’

\ . . . !
ale was the usual refreshment; tea being expensive in those
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days. Among all the changes that have taken place, nothing
is more striking than thag of the way in which such pliaces as
Gibb's” flourjshed and did a roaring trade on Sunday nights,
, compared with the present quiet aspeet of ‘our public houses

and hotels. .

Countne o Forwes Sk, 1003

Underneath the Commercial Hotel was Paton’s drapery and
hosiery shop, with the golden lamb over the door, admired
by all Paisley boys; and aext to it was the bookseller's shop
and library of Motherwell, the brother of the ];u(-l. This range
of buildings was continued :‘;lsl\\i\l‘(]h to within a few feet of the
Coflee ].\’nnm (now the Savings Bank), and a narrow passiage,
called the © Ilnl(‘.in the Wa'," led through iato Gilmour Street
(p- 131). The obstructing block, with ‘the crow-stepped gable,

. N .9 . .
was removed about 1843, when Gilmour Street. whidh had been
L]
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formed some time previously, was opcncd up from the Cross
to the County Square.  The corner of the *“Ilole in the Wa'”

! r
was the rendezvous of the rearuiting sergeant, who, with his

. . . . ., . .
hill lnmmcd \Vllh streamimy, “‘?lll(]\' I'll)l)()llS, gave anmmation (lnd
4 s J PN

Gonrnos's Loan, 1901

colour 1o the scene. The Coffee Room is asimple but elegant

building  of classic architecture, angl was long  considered an

ornament to the town, till eclipsed by pore ostentatious structures,

Turning now southwards, the St Mirren Street of to-day

(p- 132), with its garden square on the one,side and row of

banks and fine shops on the other, is a very different place
¢

' - - . ‘
from what 1t was fifty years ago.  Then it was called the
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Water Wynd (p. 133). It was steep, crooked, and narrow ;
.

the roadway being only fifteen feet wide and the side walks

two *feet wide.  Yet it was the principal thoroughfare to the

L]
southern quarter o the town, and was always a busy place.

Gounos's Loas, 1006,

It could boast of at least three * change houses ™ on cither
side, and old Peter Kerr's coffee shop about the middle. This
latter wis \;cry primjtive  place  compared  with - modern
restaurants, Jyet it provided  “hamely fare”™ #d  comfort by
the kitchen fire,y where one could hive acroll and coffee and
a canny smoke.  Fun and fr()]i:‘ were not awanting, especially

o

L]
when Jamie, the budding  beadle, came  with thy * wrang



138 Tune PaisLey Tureap

waistcoat,” and so ¢ould not find in the pockets the necessary
two-pence, or when big Sandy, the policeman, put the butteg
in the coffec insteadl of on his roll.

L3

.
Fhose who were otherwise minded  cquld® find  warm ale

and a game  at bagatclle at Granny Kerr's.  Taddy's snuff
[ 2

Corntn or Braoar St e,

and garden sceds ewere sold at Stevenson's, and sweeties at
Wotherspoon's, at the ** Diel's Elbow .Y at the top of the
street (p. 134 )5 while the painter, theeprinter, the tinsmith, and
the chimney H\\':‘t']) could all be found in this important litde
)
lne. At the bottom Causeyside opened up® with s shawl
warchouses, agd the Bank of Scotland av the corner, buily on

the site of the Old Turf Inn (p. 115).
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The buildings in the lower part of Causeyside have not been
mych altered during the Tast fifty years, but some old people
can still remember the time when many of them were thatched
cottages. Ahhnug'fl little changed in outward aspeet, they are

not now tenanted by the same class of people, as they were

w

Countie ot Briver St 1906,

Fhe Authonr scanclne for the e of da Tt pla o

.

half @ century ago. - We noJJonger see the well dressed-sadesmen

standing on - the ':1(1)5 of the shawl warchouses on the ook out

for buyers. | The corner of Forbes Street was the centre of

trade Bere, and wg produce a view of o chargceteristic old Paisley

building which then occupied that angle, where now the offices of
L]

. ’
the Zaistcy Dailv Ixpress ave situated (pe13s). - This | potograph
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has the further interest in that it includes a lady who has since

distinguished herself in philanthropic apd Christian work with
. L

an energy and suesess which have endeared her o a Targe
LY

circle of friends,

Casevsine S, 1892 (Corser o Gownoss Lo,

A didde further, up, the transformation of the street on the

cast side has been very oreat. At the corner of Orchard Street
L]

stood the well-known Peter Robertson's public-house (p., 120),

where so many denial souls were accustomed 1o meet, at mid-day

for a crack and a dtam, and where buyers of a like fuclination

were (:nt(-rt.linul Mention ()f this classic spot recalls a hlll(

incident. Whun the writer of lh( selines returned to his native
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town after many years of absence, he chanced to meet, just at
.
“Peter's” door, an old friend, a retired shawl manufacturer,
PR 3 .
whohi he had not seen for many years.  But such friendships
.

. M .
made in carly aays are renewed without ceremony, as if the
* L]

Carsiysime Seeein, 106

previous meeting had - only been yvesterday - Ater the usual
ercetings, the first thing that the manufacturer said, i w far-
away voice, for he was g otrifle dull of hearing, was ** Are ye
dry2” This query made at the door of ©Pemer's™ was rather
astodfishing, Iy the old days it would have meant an adjourn-

ment inside.  But times had changed, and that was impossible.
L ]

] . . (4
Could iv be that the manufacturer had ‘takn w , -2 But
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that was cqually impossibde.  Nevertheless the  circumstances
’
were suspicious.  But the mystery was cleared up by the next
. . . . )
words, * Can you keep the watee out of your windows in stormy
&

. . . .
weather up at Thornly Park, for we cannt Keep it out at the
’

Cavar Bask, Iss2,

.
Brodic 2" Thus the last chance of heing treated at * Peter’s”
‘

was gone. It would  have heen aninteresting and  unique
experienee, as the writer, not being a shawl ‘huyer, had never
been invited ingo this renowned * how(.” )

From this poirt southwards the erstwhjle switch-backed
Causeyside has been transformed into a wide street, which only

. [y . 4 . .
requires trees to nraka it a handsome boulevard.  FFor this
A .
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improvement we are largely indebted to the energy of Provost
}
Robert K. Bell (p. 144).  The cast side has been entirely
.) !
rebuilt and set back.  The section between Causeyside and
3

the Bladda, incluamg “ Gordon’s Loan and Prussia Street and

o
k]

Siroor Casar Bask, 1900

.
Plunken at the end o't,” has been completely  revolutionized.
No other part of the town presents such 2 seene of destruction,
Literally not on¢ stone has heen left upon another (pp. 138-139).
The line of the strects c::n no longer be tracegl, and Gordon’s
LLoane (n:»w. (}u.r(l()n Street) does not now resemble a good
shinty, *lying to the lick finely,” as in old days.  Yet this

. . . » . . .
quatter s been immortalized * by thy deliehtfui’ pen of - the
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late David Gilmour, in Gordon's Loan, Sixty Odd Years Ago.

The present writer feels a satisfaction that he can claim to

belong to this classic locality,  His parents took up house 'in
‘

the Loan, on their marriage in 1823, m}d".m]wnys 'rcsidc‘d in

the neighbourhood, 5o that his carliest rewllections are con-

. ,
nected with this epart of the town.  He even can remember

Romwr K. Biuy, Provose (002-5,

the = Coal Ree Parliament™” so eraphically deseribed by David
Gilmour, and kunew  some members  of it especially  Peter
Callender.  But by this time Peter had long ceased 1o be
an advocate of ethe equal division of all property and means of
production, and was a quict clderly man whp kept - humble
school in Marshall's Lanc.  He was the very image of the

»

‘ - . y ’ v
schoolmasger in (x.uldsnnlhs * Deserted Village.
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“A man <evere he was, and stern to view ;
Yot he was kind, or if severe in aught,

The love he' bore to learning was in fault.”

. .

Memory sti. hngers over the low-roofed school-room, which
had been a six-loom shop, with its close atmosphere, axd abun-
dant and varied smells, where  Peter initiated us  into the

mysterics of the meltiplication table and the Shorter Catechism,

Croowsron (Casim

Peter wis o Unitarian, hut out of deference to - the  popular
opinions he, like, Barns, *tairged us tightly 11 the © Questions,”
and vot the ministers o nspect the school at times.  There
was  only one l:ny wh()s;(; parents  objected to this religious
.
instruction, and when we stood up to repeat wur answers,”
he was simply passed over. He was rather envied by the
other boys, especially when the question was, “\What is cffectual

. e . ’
calling?™  As is well known, this is cne ©f the most difficult
‘ 10 »
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in the book, and, unless you got a good start and were not
interrupted, there was small chance of getting to the end of
it.  As for understanding what it was all about, that was quite

1 .
another matter. Peter was a0 wise man and did not venwure

Carncrinn, 1880,

beyond his  depth, but contented himsell with teaching the
Catechism in the orthodox way ** without note or comment,”
Opinions will differ, no doubt, s to the value of religious
teaching in the school, but if we are to judge hy results, we
must admit that many of Peter's pupils did ot trn out badly
in after life, although nourished on a dict of © Calvinism and a

little oatmcal.” «
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On the last day of school, before the Saint James' Day Fair
ll{)]id;lys. we all appeared inelean “ dadlies ™ to pay our modest
3}
[ g
very modest fees. There were no lessons that day, but the
»

master sat at his table and called us up one by one, receipted

Carvernn, 1906,

the Tittde Dill with a flourish, tor he was a nine penman, and
handed cach of us 4 wew penny from a bag on the desk. Dut
there were ;ll\\':l_\': some whom he did not call up. These wera
too poor, or had guardians oo unthrifty to be teady with the
money.”  'ut kindly Peter would not punish the children for
the shortcomines of their parenty so he went "oun‘d the circle

L
and gave cach of these unfortunates a penny like the rest of us,

)
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and then we werg joyfully dismissed to spend our wealth at the
“shows.”  This quaint old quarter is, now entirely swept away.
The author, when searching fof the site of h\is ])irlh;pl:u:(:,"N(), 1
Bridge Strect of the old time, could only, make out -that it was ,

now somewhere in the middle of the street (p.139).

.

Lasy v Gosrnrn,

Southwards wrom Gordon's Toan, the cast side ol Canseyside
has been entirely rebuilt (p. r4o). It contained the Tea Gardens,
“and many old houses with outside atirs.  The street was steep
then, but now the oradient has been much improved (p.141).
The Canal Rél“\/\"il'\' crosses near the top ok the brae. In the
dus of o]d Paisley the patly by the banks of the canal was a

€
favourite walk. « Here the shawl designers were wont to take
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their mid-day “dauner” to stretch their legs and case their fingers.

These men formed a considerable clement in the weaving trade
"

of that time, and anyone who will take the trouble of looking

» . ~ .
over the design and pattern hooks, a goodly number of which

fassanne Cosonnr,

arc now happily preserved in the Museum, wi. be astonished no
less at the heauty thar at the extreme microscopical minuteness
of detail in their®works. .‘juch charming designs couid only b:~
\\'rn']\'wl. out .|>y men of considerable culture angd refined  taste,
Everys day  about noon they ceased  their dabours for a short
period of repose. The accessibility and heauty of the canal bank

(- 112) made it a desirable l’]”“‘.‘ for theirerzables?  The walk,
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which was lovely all the way, usually extended to ITawkhead,

passing the “gley’t brig ™ at Blackhall, that marvel of architecture,
N o

the stability of which the boys could never understand. * The

" . ¢ ' .
frequent passage of the * {ly boats,” which were drawn by horses,

St or Duss Sauoaee, 1890,

and went at a g‘()r;d pace, made the scene Tively, and the scarlet

coats of the riders gave colour to the picture.  On Saturdays
:

the walk might be prolonged to Crookston Castle (p. 145), a

ruin perched on a knoll amidst exquisite: woodland seenery, and

associated, like many more of the castles and yew trees of our

country, with the memory of the hapless and beautiful Mary
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Queen of Scots. This walk is well described by Alexander

Smith, himself at one time a pattern desigaer, in his story of
“AMred 1lageart’s Houschold.”

The presence in Paisley of these designers was a decided

advantage to the artistic and literary socicty of the town. That
. L]

Dess & oo, roonine Wi, 1906,

eminent artist, Siv J. Noel Paton, was onc of them; and the

New Paisley way well rearet the loss of o class of men so

cultuted.  The leading ifdustries of the town, although excelltnt
[ ]

in their own way, do not now require the same artistic serviees.

Continui

.
1w our ramble southwards, we pass through Charles-

ton, a roted suburb in the dayvs of the shaw! tade. Tt also has
- (4
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undergone great changes. A few of the onc-storey thatched
houses still linger, and more of the two-storey lands about Car-

. . ‘ . . o
riagehill (p 146-7) ; but the streets are constantly being widenéd,

. . ! x
and most of these relics of the past have disappeared, giving

‘

Diay Saiakt, toorine Fase, 1906

more space for the cver increasing traffic, and the advent of the
electric cars.  Beyond Carriagehill we come to Colinslee.  This
was the principal scat of the block printing of shawls, which
flourished as the harness weaving fell away. These printers,

who carned good wag

-

es for a time, were rather “swells” in
’

their way, and kept up a brass band for the entertainment of the

district.  Justeas the harness wedver had a draw-boy, each block

.
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0 S Y

printer had a “tcarer.”  These tearers were boys and girls, and
if the draw-boys were a demonstrative class, the tearers were not
beRined them,  When the’ day’s work was over, they issued in
astréam from the gate, with their hands and arms stained with
all the colours of the rainbow, and made the streets lively on
the way home.  Block printing was also carricd on extensively
at the nerth end nf. the town, at Arkieston and Nethercommon ;
:l.H(I in the Miscum are to be seen many beautiful specimens of
“the” delicate work which was there produced.

The clectric =ars now carry us fugher out, <o that shortly
we may find ourselves in the beautiful groands of  Glenfield,
admiring the lovely waterfalb of **The Linn ™ (p. 148), or listening
to the sweet strains at the Tannghill Concert. This - annual
odthering, by the kindness pf the Lurd of the Glen, is held in
a natural amphitheatre on the slope of Gleniffer Bracs.  THere
the songs of Tannahill and othérs are sung o the delight of
laree gatherings (p. 140).  The proceeds were first devoted to
erccting - statue to Tannahill, and afterwards one to Burns,
Since then the money has. been devoted o the Royal Alexandra
Infirmary.  The sum frequently amounts to nearly 4300 each
year, and should this be continued, as sceins probable, the
time may come when pom'. Tannahill, who never had £ 300 in

. .
his life,"may have become as large a contributor to this excellent
institution as any of its wealthy supporters, |

.
We now return to the Cross.  The view of the Clark Halls

was *obsttucted by o mass of unitportaat Quildings which filled
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the angle at the top of Saint Mirren Street (p. 150). The Town

Council resolved to remove these, but found this a difficult task,
R . . el

made more difficult and expensive by frequent changes of® plan,

. e erye - B € .
till Sir William Dunn came to the rescue, and to his generosity

Serr oo Grorar v Coanew Hhvios, 1800,

Sir William I‘)unn, like Williun Barbour and many others,
was “evicted " from Paisley by the, decay of the shawl trade.
Not finding scope for his energies jn a (I(-cli'nin_l_{ industry, he
pushed his wag in the African trade, and altimatgly became a
wealthy London mecchant. Fe showed his loye for the town by
numerous handsome benefactions, and represented itin Parliament

. .

L3
for fourtcgn ycars.
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The Dunn Square, with, the statues of Her Maesty the
late Queen Victoria, and of the two brothers, Sir Peter and
- < ‘. . .
Mr. *Thomas Coats, opening up as it does a fine view of the

beautiful C]lm'k Town ITalls (p. 15;), is one of the most successful

Gronar v Coann Fhaees, 1900

cfforts yet made for the reconstruction and adornment of the
town.

° . . .
Ihe only building in the block so removed which memory
° ‘ °
lingers upon, is the Artizns' Institution, foundes i 1847, which
stood*at ghe sough-west corner of the bridge (p. 93). T'his was
a centre of much benelicent influence on education in Paisley.

hd IS &) . L . *,
Mr. Thomas Coats, whose statue now appropriately Sstands on
.



¢
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this site (p. 151), was a warm supporter, and many gentlemen of
. ‘ . .
cultivated tastes and enlightened ideas, among whom may be

-+ . -
mentioned Dr. W. B, M‘Kinlay, lames ]J. Lamb, and Thomas

. . -. . .ri
MacRobert, were at various  times  connected  with, it.  The
.

« Ansiy o mirom Ristorvnioss, 1835,

Literary Union ()f‘ the Artizans” Institution drew together many
rs:mzu'kul)](: men in their humble way. . John Shaw, John Broom,
and James Lindsay, were men who, under more fﬁl'\‘l)llrglf)](‘ cir-
cumstances, might have made some noise in the world.

The old bridee has been widened sinee those days, and is

. \ . . rpay e .
now named Saint Jawes, Bridge,  This saint seems o have been
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popular in Paisley, for amongst the thread people the name of

Jaraes oceurs with embarrassing frequency.
- .

Wise FFrosre o1 ,Qmu\. wirn Mernomse Coaerg, 1858,

¥1p jo 1800, the Abbey Close was an ynsavoury locality.  In
. ) ) )
Lnglish towns the Cathedral Close, which usually conducts to the

hd ~ ~ (J . . .
weat front of the Cathedral or ADbey. s imwvaciably o wiet, sleepy
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158
street of old-fashioned houses, with, how windows, hid in creepers,
Such, probably,
-

and everything exceptionally clean and neat.

was our Abbey Close in carly times, and doubtless in” this
o“ . )

But in the days of

quarter the hamlet of Paisley first began,

;

" et s

LR g

.

wirn Risvroravions, 1901,
sort

Anmy

L
It

which we are speaking, the Close was never other than a
L]
of Paddy’s Market, of tumble-down, scecond-hand  shops.
«

ill)])(:?ll‘(:(l to rain there more frequently than in any other part

of the town, for eve never recollect the wretchedly upeven street

being without amplee pools of water.
None of these buildings were of architectural or historic
’ .
value, and the clearing of them away, and the crection of the
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magnificent Clark Town Halls, was one of the areatest improves

ments ever made in Paisley (p. 152). It Drought into view

Tur. l;| o or Patsiey, 1865,

the ﬁnc,pmpongions of the Abbey.  Thys beautiful building
(pp. 156-7-8), has been partially restored in recent years, and

. b4 . - » . .
is well deserving of further restoration. L Scotlan we never

f
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had so many of those rich ccclegiastical establishments as they
. - . . . .
have in Englang, and in the troublous and destructive times of
‘ L d
our Reformation, many of them werc mutilated or destroyed.  But

- . . : ] ) e -
the beauty of Gothic architecture is now much niore generally

Cross, 1oowise Wist, 19005,

\ '

appreciated, and the desire is strong o preserve the few good.
L]
specimens that we yet possess.  The Abbey of Paisley is one of
T~ ‘. ..

the finest of these old churches. The west front is a composition
L] ¢ .

of exceeding pyrity and grice, and many of the internal features
are equally fine.  Surely some one of the public-spjrited and
wealthy sons of Paisley will do honour to his native place and him-

. ] .« e ‘
sclf by restoring theeAbbey to its pristine beauty.  Of the sccular
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. . . . e
buildings which must have clugtered around the Abbey, we dive,
under the name of the “ Plice of Paisley,” the only portion

» .. e . .
now temaining (p. 159).  This ouse was at one time occupied

* by the Duke of abercorn, and later by Lord Dundonald.

Thon Strirr, 1oonisa Gase, 1879,

From the Abbey Bridge, formerly knowa as the Scedhills
dridge, a fine view  an be obtained of the Hammills, over
which, when in Jood, the l;i\’(‘l' pours with a roar which can bg
heard at a considerabie distance (p. 25). In summer days the
pool at the H;mgmil]s was much frequentee by bathers, and it
was considered a great feat when a boy could **tail the Linn,”

. [ ]
that is, swim across this pool. The presencc of this reef of
1I
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rocks pro'b.d)ly decided  the position sclected for the Abbey.
The linn supplied fish for the Friday's dinner, and the fall was
used, as it still is, to drive a meal mill, for the monks of 1those
days were great civilizers.  Nearly every Abbey in the kingdom
is built on a spot such as this, and probably for the same reasons.

Coming back 1o the Cross, we turn our steps westward, and
avain are confronted with extensive changes. l.hv Qeeple s
gone, and so the Cross is deprived of its greatest ornament.
The north side of Hieh Street as far as Churchhill has been
all cleared :u\f;:y, and the building line set backo(p. 100). Before
this was done, Hiolt Street was a0 narrow thoroughfare (p. 161),
crowded o Saturday nichts, whene Daunie Weir,” a0 Paisley
“charaller,” perambulated at selling ballads, among which was
Nlexinder Wilson's = Watty and Meo,” and reciting the popular
poem in a husky voice.  Paisley boys could all repeat = Wty
and Meg,” althouvh few of them had seen it in print.  They
learned it from * Daunie ™ (p. 163).

Of the old houses removed up to 1882, when Tigh Street was
widened, the most remarkable was the wwn house of the Sempills,
with the family arms sculptured on the front.  This stone is now
preserved in the Muscum. The first Lord Sempill fell along
with his King on the fatal field of Flodden, so that he was one
)
of those * Flowers o' the Forest™ that were o’ wede away.”

Near to the Roh Roy Close, which led up to School \Wynd,
was Thomas Goodlet's ** Coffee House,” the proprietor of which

had a reputation far comic song and story, all his own, and
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was consequently in great dgmand for social gatherings.  This
place was also a favourite resort of the aspiring youths of the
Litetary Union of the Artizanes Institution before mentioned.

L] . c . .
Here over their coffee many * Noctes Ambrosianac ” were spent,

[  SYRN TR A RTN

which linger in the memory of not a few survivors, most of whom,
characteristically,* are nwm.lu-rs of the Philosophical Institution.
William ])(‘Zl‘lbi(‘. Robert Russcll, James Hay, and others, have
done mo discredit to the training obtained aw the Literary Union.

The corner of New Street shows o characteristic old building,

.. -~ . . .
and’its rather fantastic successor (pp. 1o4-5)e but soot this angle
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t

will be occupied by a handsome luilding for the Young Men's

Christian Association. By the kindness of the architect, Mr. T.
p

Graham Abercrombic, who has done much to ornament the town,

o ' .
we are cnabled to gjive an clevation of the proposed structure
!

Constr o Niw Sonoe, 1902,

(p. 166).  The next block to the south in New Street was the
well-known shop of  George Caldwell, printer and bookseller.
(scorge was blessed with o rather cceentric wife, who always
went among the young people by the name of * Lady ™ Caldwell.
She was an enthubiastic temperance reformey, and  resided  at
the Teetotal Tower in Renfrew Road. This was a ureat resort

' .
of the youngsters, and boasted of a camera obscura (p. 167).
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. .
Visitors mounted a wooden gair to a dark room, and made a
circle round a table covered with a white cloth, when by &
: L ) .
movement of the lenses there was shown a picture of the sur-

L]
rounding country with carts driving. and men ploughing  the

Conyre o Niw Sinvra, 1905,

ficlds with horses an inch in height, a moving living wonder.
“Lady Caldwell™ would tpeat them to o lecture, and Geordie,

L) [ ]

her hushand, would play the fiddle o those who cared to indulge
L]

ina penny reel”  These were cconomical sdays, when  the

extravagence of a Faney Ball was not dresmed of.
Turning to the north at New Street, we notice the spire of
(]

L]
the High Church, crected in 17354 (p 10%). which occupies a
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commanding position, and has long been admired for its graceful
and well-balanced proportions.  Close to it on the right is the
B - . . ¢
old  Grammar School, rounde« which linger many  pleasant
© . ¢

memorics of past days s and delightful recollections  of - dear
]

Prorost.n Benoine ron Yorse MisS Ciuwistnas Associnvnion

old Dr. Brunton, than whom no Paisley teacher was ever more

. ,
respected. Further on, at No.o 82, stood the = Wee SFccplc,"
the bell of whick was tolled for every passing funcral procession.
The building was dimolished in 1807, and thee bell removed to
the gatchouse of Hope 'l'cmp}c Gardens, A narrow passage

by the side of th(-' ““Wee Steeple” was called the  Pen Brae,”
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and led up to Oakshaw Street, before Orr Square was formed.
[t was in a building, still existing, in this iane that the * Pen
FolR” met, who have been gmmortalized by the lTate David
,_: L ] [

Gilmour.

. Further westwards and nearly opposite the Muscum, stood

the house in which Professor John Wilson (** Christopher North ™)

e rl;<
Frnrora Towin, fsa0,

was born.  This was an extremely interesting old building.  On
|

enterine

=~

you stood in tire kitchen, with its stone floor and roomy
Daronial firc-place. Passing in to the adjoining room, the cye
wandered from the old m.'l.nll(-—\lwll] with the ipures of a shepherd
“wd his dog and flock, .m‘n;nm_'nlmg its centre, to the quaintly
p:uwl'lc(l daors and wainscotted walls. Climbing the richly ('arvad,
oaken-railed staircase, you reached the glining-room, with its
figurcd cornice rising from antique dados and pancls,  In a

* . .
room near by, one observed the claborates monldings around the

.
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bed with folding doors, where “wee Kit” first saw the light.
We give a view ‘of the building in its later days. when it
contained the shop of "Teugh'(}cnrd'iv," a4 noted confecttorler,
who was a special favourite of the young people. On the butlding
which replaces this interesting old house, ,a tablet has been

placed, ©f which wwe give a reproduction (p. 169).  The north

r
B o Provisson Jous Wison, 1501

side of the street at this point contains the IFree Library and
Muscum, the I)rillkllull. and the Coats 'Memorial Church, three
of the great ornaments of the * New Paisley.”

Proceeding wedcwards, we arrive at the separation of Sand-
holes, popularly known as the ** Coffin En"" (pp. 176-7).  This

i¢ the “Cross” of the West-end.  Bevond this | point further

¢

.

widenings are in progress, and although now the * bonnice woods
o' Craigiclea,” where

[]
“ 'l‘hmvn.slmi croodles amorously,”
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J . .
and cven "sweet Ferguslie,” have long been folded in the
embrace of the advancing town, the electric “cars now take us

out qhickly to where,
L]
“Towering o’er the Newton woods,

Lav'rocks fan the snaw-white clouds.”

Taseia ro Proresson Wirson, 1906,

We can thence contitwe our walk by the * Dusky Glen™ and
[ ]
other familiar haunts of Tannahill, where still the sweet wild

* . . . . . .
flowers bloom and the birds sing, which_delighted him so much ;
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. N L3 -~ .
and so by * Stanley green shaw " (p. 171), we can climb Gleniffer.

Here we may pause by
«The bonnie wee well on the breist o (he brae,”
N ' . L ~ .
which Hugeh Macdonald, himself at one time a Colinslee bhlock

printet, has rendered classic, and, looking back, we will hehold

one of the fairest prospects in the country.,

llr‘n.u Muposvun's Wi Wi ™

|
Probably it wis from this spot that the advancing Roman

legions, keeping to the heights, as was their habit, first had
.
unfolded before them the kingdom of Strath-Clyvde.  There it
. - . . . .
Jay. stretching far and wide, and, on the north west horizon, they
. . +
could desery, in the blue distance, the mighty srampart of the
Grampians, litde dreaming that beyond  this - barrigr tmperial
Rome should never penetrate. - We may suppose the centurion

. . . L] . 3
halting  his troops sto refresh themselves at this well, before



TRANSITION 17
descending to piteh their tents on the last of those gl:'uri:ll rolls
which, like waves of the sea, fill up the space between the base
of Lhc hills and the morass whioh then occupied the low lands.
Tt wlls on th( %ummu.()i Oakshaw Hili that the Prctorium, or
gate next the enemya was pitched, and Castlehead still marks the

other extremity of the camp.

4 Sty Casn,

The view of Paisley from this point is wery fine, and the
* Corporation are to be congratulated on having .‘:l‘('lll‘('(l a consider-
d])](' arca for a pul)ln park., They have wisely left it in its native
st.ltc o the rhhuht of all Igvers of the picturesque. The rambleg
can lhcn 2o,0n to the renowned Peesweep Tnne(p. 172), on the
summit of the hijl, where he can be regaled with the Spartan
farc of bread and cheese and ginger beer, for our maternal

L[]

magistracy believe that the sweet mountah air is intoxicating
.



. . . (-
172 , [ne PaisLey THrean

” N ¢ .
enough for the present degeneryte racc! Then, as gloaming

comes on, he can' return to see that
“The plantin taps re tinged with gond,”
and in the hollow,

* The midges danee aboon the hurn.”

Proswire Iny

Every turn of the road recalls I’.li.sl(,;)"s sweet singer. At the
Half-timers' Schoal at Ferguslie, we may rest for a moment, and,
looking through the railing, we will see a section of the old canal.
There is the narrow towing path (p. 173) and the quaint litde
l‘)ridgc, and near it the culvert which (;:ll'l‘i(‘(l the’ Maxwellton I,)ll;'n
underncath theeocanal.  The rivulet and the canad .being. nearly
upon a level, a tunnel of masonry had 1o be ¢onstructed*in the
form of a syphon, to carry the strecam to the other side of the

2 &) . . . . . ..
canal.  This necessimted a deep pit, or pool, on cach side, which,
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of coursé, was always full of water, up to the level of the stream
on cach side. “Lhese holes, as can still be sceit, were surrounded
by & Pow wall, but had no other ,protection.  ere, in the carly
'mor-nil'\g of 1'7111 I\'l':l)‘. 1810, ** Black Peter,”* a well-known negro
weaver, brought up l.h('. lifeless body of poor Tannahill.  \We must
drop a tear of pity for the hapless fate of one who carried through

the world the “whi'l(‘ flower of a btameless life,” alas! too early

Tansa’s Hore,

.

blighted, but made beactful by song, and remember with grati-
tude the considerateness of Messrs, Coats ‘in preserving  this

. . . ~
])}llh(illt‘ mvmorm] of a \'il(l cvent,

.
. Then in crosping George Street we may note in the centre

of the ,causeway the horsesshoe which marks the spot where was

enacted  the* deplorable tragedy of the burning for witcheraft,
° v

¥There is a biography of Peter Burm‘-t (* Black Peter™ in the Free Public
Library.
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with whith the name of (jhris[i;p] Shaw, the, oricihiatdr of the
threcad trade, wes mixed up.  We may then return by Castle
Street, where Tannahill was born, or by Quecn Street, where
he lived (p. 175).  The former building no* longer exists,. bue
the latter sull remains, and in ('nnn(-c'ti()‘n with it we may
here  preserve an o interesting reminiscence, The following

statement wits made, in 1868, by Georoe Archibald, v« weaver
] .o,

Tassvms Boemnersar oy Casner Sere,
.

who occupiced the same house and worked at the same loom,
'

that had heen used by Tannahill, and is kindly given to us by

his sons, Messrs. Georee and Robert Archibald, manufacturers,

in Paisley.  Georbe Archibald, Senr., says:

“1 have pleasure in sending you a few ndtes which are fin
;‘ny own recollgetion correct. This happened a]:out the year
1835, sixty-three ygars ago. 1 was at llml.limc weawing ‘in
No. 6 Queen Street, on the same exact loomstead as our poet

Robert Tannahill uged to weabe on.
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“Tnis Ibomstead was  situated on the south side of the
[ ]

property its cx:.lcl ])()si[inn was at the southecast corner next

the Are, the window lookide czlsx.w;lr(l. This loomstead, to suit

he Jicht from theswindow, was put up as what is known in the

trade as a left-hand 1dom. I would weave on this loomstead
,

for about six years, and in this way my back yas to the wall,

Tasv vy Hovsr, Noo 6 Quiy 'S'ruln.

and a small recess i the vable, which was said to be often
.
used by the poet. as o piace where he kept his - books and
papers. When anything new struck him, all he had o do was
Lo turn round to this recess, and note it down, whileson his Toom.
e was always remarked that he' was very charitable, as
he had, g(:m:r';lll)' a sixpence or ashilling on the top of his loom
.
to sparc to any :i(-scrving person or charitable object. 1 way

oftch called upon while working®on this loomstead by visitors,
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and had *pleasurc in pointing out these small particulats to any
L}

who called. . . ‘

* Amongst llhv visitors was an old lady and her son,vwthom
she called «Wull® (William, 1 presume).  She came from Old
Kilpatrick once a ycar for many years. 'M}' father, John Archi-
bald, was weaving in the same shop, and * Wull” would ask him

liberty for his mother to get a few minutes to give vent to her

T = Cornn BN 18w,

feelings, on the exact spot on which our poct used to sit. | was
‘
asked to come off my loom, and allow her a few minutes of
meditation.  She would always shed a few tears, as my cloth was,
always a litde wet when she left. 1 remember this as well as if
it were yesterday ; she would often pick up thy *pooking pin,’
and grasp the Jay, viving cxprcssim: to the following, * Robin,
Robin, whar is ta goo?’  She would repeat this two ov three
. .
times, finishing up with, * My dear Robin, whar is ta noo?’ Her

name 1 do not remgmber; the above 1 remember well, as she
L[]
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v o - . . :
always 1t & sixpence for me, which was a very important part

of the proceedings to me at that time. .

. .
PBefore leaving the property, she would always go down the
) i g . y
garden” to view the * Lily-Oak’ tree that the poet had planted.
[J LY . .
“Among many other remarks that were often made in this
{ Y ¢

loom-shop, wis one by our poet’s brother, James Tannahdl, who

was propr.ctor of this property, No. & Queen Street, which is also
L] ] L . ~

Pure < Corax BT 1000,
.

quite fresh in my memory this was on the wnight before his Tatal
end, A county centleman gave a supper and ball in what we
aow know as the Abercorn Rooms, a hotel at that time,
Amongst the guests invited was our pocet, and other literary men
of *the day.  During the ball Tannahill and another® friend were

N .
crossing’ the room, when our poct heard a remagh by a visitor
sptakimy to a friend, * Who was that livde mgan?’ and the reply

M [}

viven was, *That was the poet Tannahill.”  * What a diminutives

. N ryng . . . .
creaturc.’”  This remark is said to”have made him very sad that

12
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night, as at this time our poet’s mind was said- to be a little un-
hinged.  Tannahill is said to have gone home all right that
morning to his widowed mother, and his little pet dog.® Our
poet’s mother was disturbed by this dog barking in"the morning :
she rose to sce what was the matter, she examined the house, but
her soif Robin was absent, and in the later part of the morning
she told some of the neighbours about this. so my father, John
Archibald, along with five other neighbours, all weavers, arranged
to vo in scarch of Tannahill.  They agreed 1o go in pairs, and
try to find him out. My oather and John Fletcker were to search
the woods of Craiticlea; the other pair, J:lme'q Laird and a
darkey known as Blacke Peter Burtet, were o search Gleniffer
Braes ; and the last pair, 1o Search Hawkhead district, their names
.
I cannot remember at present. Thes pair composed of Black Peter
and James Laird were lmssing“ the fatal spot, when Black Peter
observeda cap and a searf on the ridoe that surrounds what is now
known as * Tannahill's Tole. Tt is often said that Black Peter
dived down in scarch of Tannahill, but this is not correet, as the
writer of these nptes knew Black Peter intimately. e was a
regular visitor to my father’s house twenty -six years after the sad
event, and Blick' Peter's remarks were that his fellow-searcher,
LJ ames Laird, procured a set of what is called “creepers’ from a
small house then (now removed) on the opposite side” of the
Canal.  They scarghed with these creepers, and Blacl: Pecer
Burnet was the one that found the body of our poet Tannahill

. with these crecpers.a For this act this same Black Peter Burnct
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. »
receivéd from qur poct’s brgther, James Tannabill, & free house
and lpomstead till he died.” :

* aVe make no apology for jntroducing here for prescrvation
' this® quain.f nnr'i:ativc. for all matters, however trivial, which

e . F] )t
concern Tannahill, are dear to every Paisley man.

Mu. Witniam Brows,

In concluding this review of the wtransition period hetween
the Old and New Paisley, we call attention to an interesting
aroup, taken at the instance of the late Mr. John Polson, in
*1882, on the * Last Canal Boat,” immediately before the cagal
was L‘p]ucgd’ by the raifway. It contains porwaits of a number
of well.known JLownsmen of that time, wnd was taken by Mr.
W'i]li;u'n Brown, photographic artist, Cilmour Street, by whése

.

. .
kindness we are enabled to reproduce, Qe
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CHAPTLER XII
NEW PAISLEY

I'TH whatever sentimental feelings we may hnger over
the picture of OId Paisley, we by no means wish to
undervalue the®vast advagtages of a material kind which the
Ncw‘ Paisley presentsy 'i:h(: old order changes, giving place to
new, and, in geaeral, to better conditiogs.® Mechanical inventions
have plaged conveniences aml even«luxuries within the reach
of the humblest, such as were never*dreamed of in the so called
“good old times.”  Everything depends upon a proper use being
made of these benefits, and while some, no doubt, abuse them,
these are a minority, and the people as a rule have made great
advances.

.
The expansion of the town since the shawl trade decayed

.
. T . . . L
has been considerable. The population of Paisley was in

1875, 51,200 .

[ ]
1885, 39,108 Ipcrease, 7,099
1805, =1,022 " 12754 4
1903, 85,004 " ol 3,082

. (]
Increaseein 30 vears, - - 34,395
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This*rerfarkable increasc is largely due to immigration, which
° ‘e a
naturally has had a considerable influence on the character of
L]
the people.  The incomers have brought many new ideas and
[ ]
practides, which Mwve materially changed the homely style of

life that previously eXisted.  We would, “however, fain hope
»

3

Davin Wison, Provosr, 1900-2,

that their advent, while widening the views, has also intproved
the character of the population. It is to e i(}ar(x.l, however, that
the industrics which have “created the New Paisley, have not
preserved that artistic tast¢ and culture which marked the epoch
ob hnpdicmf{ work. They do not lend l.h(:!n::(:]\'(,‘s o artistic
tt‘(:il[m(:‘nl' or stuzly, and thisyglefect may have to be remedied

. 0y @
in Some other way.
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.
The increase in the assessable rental has been “correspond-

ingly great. .

VaLuarioN or i Buren or PAlsLEY.

Year 18578, - - : 499,628
1859-00, - - - -' 101,952,
|§6cy7o, - - - 126,185
1879-80, - - - - 203,3?_(;
1889-90, - - - . 208,176
1899- 1900, - - - 340,185
1905-00/ e : 402,337
'90(').—07, - - -y - 410,187

.

The rental has thus quddrupled: in fifty years.

One of the best evidences of the improved condition of the
New Paisley, is to be found in the details of the death-rate.
In 1875, Paisley held an anchviable position among the cight
principal towns of Scotland.  This unfortunate state f affairs
was not unnoticed by the Town Council, and efforts were made
to improve it, Inu‘t it was not till 1886 that a department for
Public’ chlth,‘ Cleansing, and Drainage was formed, and the,
matter taken seriotisly in hand. Ashpits were condemned, drain-
age districts were  formed, and the  whole system of refuse
collection and deslm(tu)h Wils pl.lu(l on an lmpmvul footing.
An important step was the adoption, in 1891, of the (,ompulso«y
Notification of Infectious Diseases Act, and since then thv health

of the town has heen carefull\® sunervised.
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The foT]owing table shows how marked and conttnuous has
8

been the declige in the death-rate in recent sycars.

Diarn- RATE PR 1,000 oF ThE PopPuLATION IN PAIsLEY.

Average of five years ending 1875, 20°08
“ " 1880, 20°00

. " 1885, - 2372

“ - 1890, - 2343

" o 1893, 21734

L " 1GOO, 19°80

L 4
2 " 1905, - 17'()()

while, if 1905 be taken byeitself, i® amounted only to 16-1.
Between 1875 and l.(_)05. this gives  saving of 1112 per
1,000, which, calculated on a population of 85,000, wmounts to
945 lives per annum. No doubt this reduction was_partly duce
wother causes than improved sunitation;, but the Tabours of the
Public Tealth Committee have fargely contributed to this satis-
factory result. In this connection the public cannot forget the
eminent services of  Provost David Wilkon (p. 183), who, for
the fourtecen years from 1886 to 1900, wa< (':m\'vm\r of that
@ommittee, ands was unwéariced in his exertions te improve the
healthe of the, town.,
. I’;cvious.. to 1838, Paisley was suppli('d.with water from pump
wells, with the result that infectious discases, and especially fever,

J .
were very prevalent, and the dreaded cholera made occasional
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visits. I that year the water from Stanley was ‘ntroduced,
mainly by they exertions of Dr. james Kerr. | But the town
¢
outgrew this supply, and the Rowbank scheme was added.  Ewen
t

this soon became inadequate for the rapidly increasing ' popukation, «
and the Council had (o cross the valley frotn the Gleniffer range,
and tapsthe streams on the Kilbirnie hills in the Rye *scheme
in 1883 so that now the poprliation of Paisley and some of the
neighbouring parts possess an ample supply of ‘this most Necessary
element.  The carrying out of the Rye scheme was largely due’
to the exertions of Provogt William MacKean (p. 187).

The drainage of .l’;\i;i(-)'. which at one time was very bad,
has heen coptintiously improved singe *187¢, and may now be
considered satisfactory.  Damp ande unwholesome houses, how-
ever picturesque, have been replaced by dwellings construeteld
with the latest sanitary improvements.  The puritication of the
atmosphere from smoke, howevdr, yet leaves much 1o be desired,
and the state of the -River Carte both as to cleanliness and

>
utility as a means of traffic, calls for attention.

The widening of the streets has also been voing on for many
years. * The gmwi.ng traffic of an cver increasing population
demanded this coneenience, and the orcater air space and light
thus obtained have had excellent effects on the health of the
cdmmunity.  This improvement in th appearance of the. town
has been l.lrgvly. due to the perseverance of Provosts Murray,
MacKean, and Bell, and the work is still beind prosccuted.

The public buildings in Paisley supply  excellent ¢vidence
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of the géneril improvement (.)f. taste in architecture which has
been going on. , Many of the churches haves been rebuilt or
rearrditred, and *some urc'h:uuls.om(t structures.  The Cluk
Halls, the Free Miblic Library and Muscum, the Drill Flall,

~ . < o} . .
the Coats Memorial Cllurch, the John Neilson Institution, the
]

.
Wintian MacKean, Provosi, 1879 82,

New Grammar School, the Technical College, the: Sheriff Court
diouse, the New County Buildings, and the l\’uxa] Alexandra
Infirmary, are cdifice: of  which any town l'nighl‘ be  proud.
The Royal Victoria Fove Infirmary, built, equipped® and gifed
by Provost Mechibald Mackenzie (p. 195). is glso a tasteful
bullding.  The m.iH property has in many cases been crected
on artistic lines, and the street vistas now  evervwhere  arces

' ]
much improved.



188 T PAarsLey THREAD

.
The ‘laudable desire to residg in the country is st;ong, and

neat, and in farfy cases handsome villas are springing up in all

the suburbs.  The conveniencg of the clectric ‘cars I:irgcfy“com

. . . . e . 3
tributes to this spreading of the population, and is one of the
many bencficial zmd.h;lppy results of .s'(‘i(*.hcq that this generation
«

has scen, ‘

The educational advantdges also of the, New Paisley are far
in advance of the Ol Time was when the only  passable
academy in o the town was the  Grammar  School, t.’mgh.t‘ by
Dy Sruntons who witp, %t capable and muche admired teacher.
[oven this consisted of only one room, where all the classes met

. . .
tovether, #nd none of dhe other sthools in the town had any
better accommodation.  Fémale .(f.(lug'alion was frequently r(;lv-
vated to afew genteel old ladies of limited acquirements. Now\,
there are excellent means of instruction for all classes.  The
Board Schools are large and tinely equipped, and an admirably

. )
organised Technical College and School of Art provides a class
of training which was never dreamed, of in the past. In the
IFree Public Libgary an abundant supply of the best liggrature
of lh:: day angl of pist times, is at the command of cvery persong
so that the fountiins of knowledge are many, and freely open to
Al )

But more garticularly does the marked absenge of .signs of
poverty strike the ebserver, and all the more forcibly M he' is
*old ¢nough to remember what Paisley was in the later part of

. S . .
the weaving days.  sI'hgnks to the varied industries which have
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. 4 .
v replaced the ghawl trade, o the enterprise of the people, and o
L]

'Y
the cheapness of necessiry comforts which owr new industrial

.
systeme has  produced, the *frequent  recurring depressions and
4
. L - . ~1* .
censequent misery™of former times, no longer afflict Paisley.
Those who are willind to do well, find ample employment.

L]
The feeble and the really unfortunate are assistgd by nupierous

Jony Ninson r\‘\'l'l'l'l"l'lnx.

benevolent agencies, so that where poverty exists. the causes cin
: .
generally be traced to misconduct.

The contrast between  the Old and the *New Paisley, s
noWhere more strduely illustrated than among the votng people.
In the sweaving days the l]l‘:l\N~])()yS were conspicuous — They

.
were a, rough-and-tumble Jot, rude of manners, abundant in
s
3 . . .
tatters, and rank socialists, every one of them, for they believed

. s - . . . . .
in the caual division of all wealth. especialls the fraits of the
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carth, which they zllw;\;‘s held to be public property. ‘The girls
of those diks were hardly thought of at all. , But now in the
times of the Paisley thread, the girls monopolize attentiéd:  To
describe all their execllences would be im{ﬁ')ssib]i‘. Ns Burs
recoiled from a similar task in = Tam & §h:mter"—~—~ .

Sie flights are far beyond our pow’r.”

To make fun of them is a dangerous proceeding.  Their

resentment is not to be lightly incurred. If they could Austle
. . . s

an obnoxiots lady agikitor. or besicge awill manager, wha

! y ag) $ : ;

would they not dofto a “mere man ™ who failed to render justice

. .' - . PR
to their merits? Wog o such aa critic should he encounte
them “at the corner of Nlaxwellton Street or the Bladda, a
. ’ .

two or six o'clock, when the mills were “skailing ™! To say

. . R . . \)

in West End parlanee, that *“they are a bardy set,” might b
o L . .

true, but it is only the Paisley way of saymg that, like othe

Scotch folks, they “have a guid conceit of themselves.”

Yet the study of the crowd which issues from the mill

(pp- 198-9) is a great revelation, especially to anyone whe

can 'r(:m(.-ml)(,-‘r a similar scene lifty years ago.  Gone are a
the shoeless fedt, the jupe and the petticoat, the tartan shaw
over the Head, and the subdued air of hard times.  Now ther
is a rush of ,young and hopeful Tife, jubilant. that tae day’
confinement is oveg, and loud in conversation on hn'w W spen
the evening's freedom.  Neat*and comfortable in attire, wit

. . ‘ .
frequent touches of art and 'taste in dress. No tatters, as in
L s
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J
the 'dru’w-bby days, no w?x;k of unhandy dressmitkers,  but
smart  costumes of harmonious colours, arrd warm  woollen
 tafifimies” natty sailor hats, or fashionable motor ** scones ”
10 .cofer the hedd. .
v » JAnd these girlsy:lr‘(’# not without public dspiril and enterprisc.

We have seen what they did for the Infirmary DBazaar, and
AT

Nrw Guavvar Scrioor.

during the South African War they busied themselves knitting

9
for the soldiers.  In most cases the articles bope the name of

the knitter, and, could we know all, there "might e many a
romantic story and, perhaps, sequel to these gifts. “The soldiers
on thé veldt who opened  these welcome parcels, and found
that Maggie and Jeanie at home in the mills had been thinking
of them, and had been anxious for their comfort, will not soon
f()r;{ct the Paisley thread yirls. '

\
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But agrecable to the eye as is the crowd of neatly “dressed
girls as theys isses from the mill gates, it is nothing to the
appearance  of these same  young ladies on « holiday sor a
Sunday.  Then they come out in their spiendoar.  “ Even.
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one., of these.”
A susceptible Tolian visitor, in 1788, wrote in the Weaver's
Magazine, that ** Paisley abounded in beautiful  women, who,
in the evening, met in groups, dressed  with much elegance
and taste, and promenaded in the one street which then fornied
the town, and” after the walk almost every cvening there was
a dance.”  This l)r.-mcn'.nlv of fair ladies stll continues, and
may be seer any Sunday cvening on the Glasgow  Road, or
any of the main avenues leading into the country {p. 201).

The conditions of Tife are very much casier now.  Many
most beautiful textile fabries have heen brought within reach
of the humblest.  The  unfortunate upper  classes can no
longer retain the exclusive use of any article of adornment.
The Paisley girls quickly find it out, or an imitation of it. In
vain the costumiers rise crly and sic up - late, and compass
sea and  land to ind some novelty with which the mill girls
cannot compete.  They have o give up the effort in despair.

If the Craw-boys were socialists,  the  tread  girls e
individualists of a pronounced character. They have no idea
of having all things in common.  They cach have an cye o
a house of their own, and the ot too distant prospect of a

drawing-room, with, as a compunion, one of those smart young
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venthemen an fashionable suits, brown” shoes, bowler dits, and

. " o e

cigarcttes, on whom they have shot their invincible glances on
. ) :

N »
the. &runday prognenade.
proy .

. . . o . L
o . Passley has lad much done for it by its liberal sons and

dadghters. . This work concerns itself solely with the Thread

4
Trade, But other hranches of industry have also been prosperous
- [ ]

Trenvienr Corrrar & Scioor ov Awer,

from similar impelling causes s and those Puisley men who have

oL . . . -
cone forth o seck their torumes elsewhere have, in (ifquent
. .

cases, returned  laden with their sheaves, arl hine not heen

slow in bestowime henefits on their native town o To attempt

any desail of these generdus actions would lead us away from
[ ]

owr sulmjccl. Lut they cannot be ()\'cr](mlu-;l in any comparison

of Old and New? Paisley.  THe oifts and lecacies of Neilsong

Weight, ” Brodie, Brouch, Barlour, Dose Alacbansie and

'3
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many others, show the ‘love which they entertained *for the
old place. ¢ -

It may be said of some ]n’:oplc that the more you du-for
them, the less they will do for themsclves. A community can
be spoiled by too much kindness.  1appily, great as.have bean -
the bencfits conferred upon the New Paisley, there are no
signs that they have enervated the people. On the. contrary,
intellectual activity and business enterprise ;m-‘mns])i(:unus. They
have not lost the stamina of the old weaver population. Tliese
old men, our forefathers, had a more limited rangt of advantages,

..
but they made up foe it by a diligent use of what they had I
the old times il":m‘\'mu' required arestiul holiday, he was recom-
mended to try “the Largs,™ a weaving village on the Firth of
: :
Clyde about twenty -two miles from” Paisley.  But as there wis no
regular conveyance, the invalid was expected 1o walk the dis-
.
tance, with the remote chance®of petting a lift for a mile or two
from some farmer's cakt. This*preliminary exercise was suré 1o
set him up, and it is surprising what g‘.rzmd walkers the weavers
were.  As they were unable to wander hundreds of miles in
scarch® of the beautiful, they wrned their patient cyes on the,
wild flowers that*bloomed in loveliness by the road-side 5 the
Jnsccts that sported their brief eaistence in the*summer air; ahd
the wild birds which mhde the woods vocal wish their artless
.
melody.  There, and in the poetry deseriptive of such scenes,
.
they found their enjoyment, and the Tocal Muscum is enriched

. . . s
« by the collections m.N;Etuml Mistory brought together by séme
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of thede Wworthy men. The inhabitants of the New Paisley
possess stll these privileges and advantagest and many more.
THAE they may® use themarighy for the honour of the town, s
“whe f&vent wish of all who have the vood reputation of Paisley

* sincerely at heart
‘ ‘

N
Anvcimmvn Macwiszng, Provosiy 1801 1900,

.
Much as we may all rejoice in the majerial prosperity of

L[]

Paisley, a word of caution may e dropped, + lest we forget.”

The superseding of hand Tabour by mechanical appliances has

L4 . . - . . PY -
been the main cause of all this progress. The leaders of industry

R .
. . .
have Brougly tabout, and have reaped arich hagvest. But what
of the working man?  No doubt the rewasd of Libour s greater
. " . . o .
now than it was, and the purchasing power ¢f wages still further
.

. . [ ] . .
Lenefits the labouring classes. ° But the system ol working in'
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€

{
factories, and large workshops, which was an inevitabic rsult of

the new orgihization of industry. has brought influences of a
seriously detrimental character upon the worker>  The jay - of
' 3
labour and the exercise of taste and skill in handicraft arc *gone,
and replaced by the monotonous drudgery of tending a machine:
.
Year ing year owt, the same dull reund of uninteresting and
unintellectual Tabour is his lot. And there appears to he no
remedy 5 and one cannot ook without pity and almost with_

despair, at this apparently inevitable result of our magnificent

indugstrial systém. 9 A

Need we wonders that relicf from this oppressive nmnnlnn)"
is sought inesome violent exercise o, the Timbs or the mind?
The almost bratal came of foothall sittracts its thousands, while
the quicter games of ericket and bowls are not nearly so popular;
and those delightul and instructive hotanical rambles in which
the old wepvers delivhted, are (.|'||il<~ despised. Then the mental
excitement of betting 6n-horse races is simply - revalsior from
the intellectual numbness of the factory  employment, although
it is well known that this is not a vame of skill, and tha. the
odds are caleulated so as 1o he greatly against the hettors.
Light and frivolous amusements appear to have great attractions.
. Family lik also has suffered. The control aml traning of e
rising g(:n(‘r:llion‘ are not what they dught to e, The wyoung
people too often mistake rudeness for iml(‘|wml('n<:(‘: coirse law-
cuage for wit, and vulgarity for masliness.  1'romSuch :m‘u]»l)ring-

.
. . . .. .
dng we cannot hope to produce that conscientious and intelligént
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labour Whi¢h is still demanded and highly valued, notwtthstanding

all our mechanigal advances, and, indeed, in cemsequence of them.
E ]

Hic Coercn asp O Grsvsianr: Scioon

Worlemen assoctite themselves for many perposes of great utility.
. . .. . . .
If they would combine o improve “he quali y of Tabour, and so

L]

o . .
render 1t more valuable and renfunerativeeto the buyer, it would

"
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« . A .
command a higher price, and we would hear less of unémployment
L ’
and of labott wars.  The country which possesses the most
.
reliable class of labourhas a gread advantage in the industrial*fice.

Our country works for the world’s market, and we carnot®afford

Mitis P Shovrina,” INs,

[ 4 . - . N
the luxury of jnefficient labour.,  Every means should be used .

to raise the moral tone of the working classes, and this necessity

was never gréater than at present. Political power is undoubtch)v‘
passing into the, hands of the m;lssu:. and it is «a_question of
the first importance fhat it should be intelligently and smpat-
tlally employed.

This supreme negessity ol the age was clearly forescen by
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the *fotinders of the thrt-.ul mndustry, and p.xrtlculan]y by thc
brothers Pecteg and T lmmds Coats, whosq memory Paisley

pegple have mood cause to revere.  Rarely in history or

L . ~ . . . -~ .
ain fidtion can we find two such noble characters ;. and  their

Muois Sk NG 1900,

L
influcnce on Paisley has heen, enormous ind always for vood.
‘ . B B

They have been likened to the Cheerbyle Brothers in Nicholas
Nickicby, and the unnp(m\nn is a happy onc.  But there was
a hich mor: 1 and r(]wu\us tone abouc the Hmthus Coats \\hu‘h
d)ickens lms not reproduced.

]’(zssosstsd. At least in thair lauer years, of “ wealth beyond

the dreams of avarice,” moneyw had no corrdding influence ow
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- - - - - e —

. ! .
their gende and benevolent natures.  The early simplicity of

their lives ws ngver changed b')" the :u:cv;si'()n of material

prosperity.  Ostentatjon and - extravagance  hads no attraceons

for them.  The sole (mp]o)nu‘m which they’ saw for s‘Urplu»

wealth, was to use it for the clevation of the people among -
whom their lot was cast. To do theig duty 1;111]1fu”y ;nul'\n‘l.thom

display, was their ideal. Thay

» Did good by stealth, and blushed to find it fame.”

-

lh(ll‘ wealth bad been acquired by honest industry, and they
W(” knew that this wils the only sure road to progress.  tenee !
prmmxulnux..(lln?»gl\lng ,nd nn.su:(.-ul benevolenee,  were
cuardedeasainst with vigilugt carc. ;. They realized  that mere
wealth showered upon the working, ’C.]élH;(th, would not necessarily
conduce to their happiness. They must learn by Christian
prudence to make a proper uke of the gifts of the Creator.
.
ITence every project for the celewaition of the masses in the priee-
L]

tice of industry, sobricty, and, above all, in Christian principle,
received their liberal and steady suppm'l.,

Theer integest i such societios as the Philosophical Institu-
tion was carly '2l|I(L steadlast, iln'(] ripened into the vifts of the

.
Free Public Library and Muscum, and the Olservatory.  Me.
Phomas Coats” donation to the schook to ensure increased air
space and l;lrg«-r.p]u)grm«mls, was the hivhest form of charity,
Qietated by that _q'('ni:;l love for e people, witich was a con-
p

trolling motive in his life,
! $

-
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Although from their wealth and® influence these brothers
v .0
might at any tjme have aspired to high political positions, they
Ld

felt o call to mangle in such strife. - They, found their happiness

.. .. o ~ - ’
@ prdnoting the' welfare of the people among whom they dwelt,
znd never. permitted political or religions differences oy influence

their adtions.
o

Grvseon Roavn Provs vor, 1906

Shakspeare sins

“The evil that men do lives after thom”

rrag e e . . . -
[his is true, but there is anether sayine as drue and much

older, thas<

“The path of ghe just is as the shining light.”

¢ The brothers Coats ave a tone to the distribution of wealth,
' L ]
. € . .
and the sentiments which afimated them were equally entes

., . .
tained and acted upon by the otwer 1h"c.’ul.|n:m'uf.'u'l\.|'('rs. I'heys
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s

. .

all, without exception, were ever ‘ready to give their personal
scrvices as vell, as pecuniary u‘igl, to (*.ver.y Jroject for the
elevation of the people, for the benefit of the feeble ek the
unfortunate, and for the alleviation of physicZIlA sufferings Wa'
may cherish the hope that this influence and example will Jbe -
enduring, and [hi.ll' cenerations ‘yet to come .mny have %al‘lse to
bless and reverence the memory of the wise gnd liberal men who

- .
founded and developed the Thread Indusiry
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