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FOREWORD
JEFORE the close of 1914, there was issued

in connection with JVlurrayfield Church

and Parish, a Roll of Honour, which,

with necessary alterations, was subse-

quently reprinted in the Church Year

Book for 1915-1916. Casualties, promotions, and

other changes since then, have been of so sweeping a

character, that for the purposes of the present Roll,

it has been deemed advisable to make an entirely

new and independent inquiry into all the available

sources of information. The result, it is hoped, is, in

a large measure, correct down to the end of 1917;

but errors, omissions, or other imperfections and

changes as they occur, will, if attention is called to

them, be duly noted and retained for reference, when

the conclusion of the War makes it possible to

issue the Roll in what can be considered a final

form. Information on all such points, or suggestions

generally in regard to the undertaking will be most

gratefully received.

As its title indicates, this Roll of Honour is not

confined to members and adherents of Murrayfield

Parish Church, but includes the names of residents

within the Parish, irrespective of religious denomina-

tion. The War has done much to draw together



separate ranks and classes of the community every-

where, and it was felt that in a district like

Murrayfield, tangible expression of the bond of

neighbourliness would not be unwelcome. The link

which unites people whose homes are side by side,

is surely strong enough to make its recognition

desirable. It is a link which, in point of time at

any rate, if not of sentiment, is commonly more

enduring than that on which School, University, and

similar Rolls of Honour are based.

A place has been found in the Roll for such

ex-members of the 44th Edinburgh (Murrayfield)

Company, The Boys' Brigade—attached to the Parish

Church—as have served in His Majesty's forces during

the present crisis. The reputation of the Company

has, throughout all the years of its existence, attracted

recruits from far and wide. Many of these, it has

not been found possible to trace ; but pains have

been taken to obtain the requisite information

wherever available. The War has demonstrated

beyond a doubt, if any existed, the inestimable value

to the country of Boys' Brigade training, in respect

not only of military discipline and drill, but of

Christian character-building.

Rolls of Honour generally have had their origin

in response to a deep-rooted instinct that the sacrifice

which has at once enshrouded and enriched those

gloomy, but for ever glorious, years of War, should

not and must not be forgotten. The instinct is a

true one, and the Roll of Honour a right and natural



expression of it. Let us trust, however, that the

monument which we erect to the memory of our

unreturning brave will be of a more substantial

character than printed page or than the "colossal

bust or column trophied for triumphal show." It is

only in a revived and regenerated national life that

names and deeds which have saved the Empire can

be worthily perpetuated to all time,

J. ROSSIE BROWJST
,

Murrayfield, December 191
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