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bilities for the future. In February the " House" and the 
crafts agreed to purchase a fourth part of these lands. 
So important was this matter considered, that in order 
to meet its own share of 8,000 marks, the " House" called 
up its bonds. In August of the same year the pay_ 
ment was completed, and feus began to be taken up, 
and it is interesting to trace through the accounts, 
which so frequently appeal' in the the 
gradual ri se in the return from the investment. In 
these days \"hen taxation of unearned increment is a 
factor in oUl' Imperial politics, it may be ",ell not t o 
pry too deeply into the books of the factor for the 
Gorbals land; suffice it to say that the" House" and the 
trades interested have an annual return wh ich great ly 
exceeds thrice the amOlln t of the original purchase 
money. 

The accounts of the " House" shed more light on the 
manners and customs of their time than, probably, any 
other portions of the book. In 1615 the convener gifted 
£100 as a thankofiering to God for the preservation of 
his own and his wife's life. The money was used to 
purchase a velvet mort-cloth. The hire of this and 
other mort-cloths ",as a source of considerable revenue. 
These cloths were in demand by all sorts and conditions
the humble burgher, the merchant , knights and their 
ladies. In 1655 two cloths were sold by roup, the 
maltmen being the purchasers, but the " House" suffered 
by the sale, for in 1667 it is minuted that it is like to 
come to utter ruin mainly by the loss of the " benefit 
of the mortcloathes qlk it formerlie had." 

Drink money is a frequent cause of expenditure. It 
figures in connection with quite a variety of circum
stances and occasions. A curious entry appears in 
r610, when 13/4d.-Scots, of course-was paid to .Tames: 

J I 

Mayn, a joiner, for " glew and his morning drink." 
One wonders how much, or rather how little James 
expended for the "gle\\·." In 1614-15, Convener 
Patrick Maxwell must have been on the teetotal side, 
Jor there is no evidence of drink money in his discharge. 
but Convener Fisher, 1615-16, ",as more in sympathy 
with the thirstiness of humanity. 

:JiIr. Lumsden's earliest predecessor was Alexander 
Grahame, notary, and the legal phraseology of the 
minute book serves to show that the clerks have a ll 
belonged to the profession of the law. In 1625, when 
Mr. Hutcheson became town clerk, he resigned from his 
post in the Trades House, and .Mr. Braidwood was 
appointed to his place . The fees were not very great , 
but as the years went by they gradually became bigger, 
keeping pace with the increasing wealth of the convenery 
itself. 

The aim of the " House" ",as always to get the best of 
everything. No wonder the old \\"ork stood the test of 
time. A seven years' apprenticeship and two more years 
for " meat" ",as exacted fro m every lad who wanted 
to become a craftsman. They and their masters \\'ere 
s trictly supervised , and to be a journeyman was possible 
only after a demonstration of ability. Work was 
s trenuous , and early hours the rule; even the" House" 
itself was often convened for 7 a.m. Attendance at the 
kirk \\'as required from all, and, so that a due observance 
of this ordinance might be maintained, the barbers were 
forbidden to " poll heids " on the Lord's day, because 
this kept the folk from the kirk and tended to drinking 
and debauching to the offence and dishonour of God 
and the provoking of His wroth. Other times othe:' 
manners. 

These and many other features form interesting 
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reading. One of the least desirable items of the 
" Records" is the frequency of the minuting of the 
indenturing of apprentices. This , but for the fact that 
the book is exactly what it professes to be-a transcript 
of the earliest minutes might-so far as the ordinary 
reader is concerned, have been omitted. All the same ,. 
it is interesting tQ know that an useful purpose has been 
served. Several families have found a strating point 
for their genealogical tree from one or other of the 
names recorded, and others have been able to trace 
theirs back to them. The object of the Grand Antiquity 
Society has therefore been unwittingly anticipated. 

A perusal of the" Records" will amply repay for the 
time spent. Not only the" House" and the crafts , but 
the citizens generally, owe a debt of gratitude to the 
Editor for his labours. "Vhat these must have bee~, 
a glance at reproductions of the pages of the original 
minute book will serve to show. The preface is modest, 
and the directions to readers excellent. 

Altogether the work is a notable production, and 
serves to fill a vacant niche in the literature pertaining 
to the social and the industrial life of the great city, 
which, in after years, was to owe so much of its import
ance to its waterway, to which there is but a single 
direct reference in the 'vvhole book. 

D-WID LAMB. 

December, 1910. 
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