














12 THE BURGH REGISTER OF 

lI. Glasgow has taken pride, and justly so, for 
tl1e excellence of its municipal arrangements; it 
would be an extraordinary confession that these 
have now broken down, and that it is unable to take 
charge of its own Burgh R egister of Sasines. This 
RegIster, although extensive in bulk, forms but 
small part of the contents of the Record Room. 
The removal of the Register from the Record Room 
to Edinburgh would vitally affect the value of the 
Burgh Records as a whole, but it would still leave 
an enormous mass of records to be cared for and 
administered by the burgh. 

12. The reason suggested by the Town Clerk for 
such transference is explained by him in the Minute 
of the Finance Committee of 28th January, 1927 
(p. 686). Under the Burgh Registers (Scotland) 
Act of the last session of Parliament the volumes of 
the Burgh Register of Sasines from 1870 to 1927, 
but no others, require to be deposited with the 
Keeper of the Records in Edinburgh. Following 
upon this, the Town Clerk says: 

" It seems to me that it would not be a con­
venient arrangement, either for members of the 
legal profession or for the public generally, that 
some of the volumes of the Burgh Register should 
be in Glasgow and some in Edinburgh, and I 
have accordingly to recommend that the Corpora­
tion should pass a resolution that the whole 
volumes and records of the Burgh Register should 
be transferred permanently to the Register 
Edinburgh. " 

It is the case -that in terms of the above Act the 
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volumes of the Register from 1870 to 1927 do require 
to be transmitted to the R ecord Office in Edinburgh. 
This, however, is merely a t emporary arrangement. 
The volumes of records so transmitted must, in 
t erms of the above Act, be returned from Edinburgh 
from time to time, and in the end will all be restored 
to Glasgow, and the City will again have in its own 
custody a Register which presents an unbroken 
record of the history of its land from 1547 to 1927, 
a period of 380 years. 

The effect of the Town Clerk's proposal would ' be 
to prevent this taking place; and to deprive Glasgow 
of the custody of one of the most important of its 
records, to the prejudice of its position as a great 
city. 

This temporary transmission to Edinburgh of the 
volumes of the Burgh Register from 1870 to 1927 is 
not required for registration purposes, but for carry­
ing out a collateral and experimental scheme known 
as the " Search Sheet," which has been in hand in 
the Sasine Office in Edinburgh sin.ce the year 1870. 
For continuing the Search Sheet after the Burgh 
Registers have been merged in the 
County Registers, the officials of the Sasine Office, 
in order to prepare entries relating to burghal pro­
perty for the Search Sheet, consider it necessary to 
have means of checking these with the recent 
portion of the Burgh Registers. The clause in 
the Burgh Registers Act requiring the temporary 
deposit of these volumes in the Record Office in 
Edinburgh is for the purpose of affording such 
access. 
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Assuming that it ~is not a convenient arrange­
ment that some of the volumes of the Burgh 
Register of Sasines should be kept in Glasgow and 
some deposited in Edinburgh, this .results from an 
arrangement which the Legislature considered desir­
able for bringing into operation the new system for 
the~egistration of deeds relating to burghal property, 
and which it was evident would cause temporary 
inconvenience, and would deprive burghs of the 
custody of a portion of their records for a certain 
period. 

The proposal to transfer the whole of the Burgh 
Register to Edinburgh for permanent custody 
would not lessen such inconvenience, but would 
seriously aggravate it. The proposal would per­
manently deprive the community of Glasgow not 
only of the volumes of the Register from 1870 
to 1927, but of the whole series of volumes from 
1694 to 1927. This would be a sacrifice which 
the City of Glasgow is not called upon to make. 
The transfer would not only cause much incon­
venience to the community of Glasgow, but would 
be a serious blow to the prestige and dignity of 
the City. 

Turning, however, to the reasons suggested by 
the Town Clerk for the recommendation he makes, 
it is to be observed: 

(a) The fact that the volumes of the Burgh 
Register- from 1870 to 1927 will be transmitted 
temporarily to Edinburgh, while the older portion 
of the series from 1694 to 1870 will remain in 
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Glasgow, will cause no inconvenience, as is sug­
ge'sted, to the members of the Legal profession in 
Glasgow. They have made no representation to the 
Town Council of such inconvenience. They have 
not suggested that the Burgh Register of Sasines 
should be sent to Edinburgh for safe custody. 

The Legal profession are concerned only with the 
volumes of the Register from 1886 to 1927. The 
volumes before that date are not required for 
ordinary current business. In the case of the sale 
of a house or other property, or of a loan on such 
property, the purchaser or lender must have a 
Certificate that there are no burdens affecting the 
title of the seller or borrower, or if there are such 
burdens a statement of what they are. This Certi­
ficate is obtained by a search in the appropriate 
Register of Sasines for a period which at present 
extends to forty years prior to the date of settlement 
of the transaction, but which after 1st January, 
1930, will be restricted to twenty years. -Such 
searches are not made by the Law Agents con­
cerned, but by Professional Searchers who make 
such searching their sole business. These gentlemen 
are resident in Edinburgh, where the General 
Register of Sasines is kept. They also make 
searches in the Burgh Register of Sasines of Glasgow, 
and transactions relating to burgage property in 
Glasgow are settled upon their Certificates of Search. 

The temporary deposit of the later portion of the 
Burgh Register in Edinburgh will for the time being 
facilitate the work of the searchers, as it will render 
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a journey to Glasgow unnecessary.Y ear by year 
the necessity of a search in the Burgh Reaister will b , 

however, disappear, as deeds relating to burgage 
property are recorded in the General Register. 
In the course of twenty years there will be no 
occasion to search the Burgh Register at all, as all 
transactions relating to burgage property will then 
appear upon the General Register of Sasines. 

The Burgh Register of Sasines is the foundation 
of the title to all burgage property, and it is proper, 
as heretofore, that it should be in Glasgow and 
available for reference at any time. 

The older portion of the Register prior to 1886, 
although not required in connexion with current 
legal business, is occasionally required to be referred 
to for clearing up questions as to the boundaries 
between adjoining properties and their relations to 
one another. If the volume of the Register so 
requiring to be consulted were later than 1870, it 
would undoubtedly be an inconvenience to a Law 
Agent in Glasgow that he had to go to Edinburgh 
to consult the Glasgow Burgh Register, but such 
inconvenience would not be lessened, but would 
be aggravated - by the removal of the earlier 
volumes to Edinburgh. Such inquiries for general 
legal purposes, however, generally relate to volumes 
of earlier date than 1870, seldom to those of 
later. date. The point arose recently in my own 
experience. It was considered necessary to obtain 
certain information from the Burgh Register of 
Sasines at a date long prior to 1870. This could be 
obtained at once and upon the spot by the Law 
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Agent concerned. If the suggestion for sweeping 
off these older volumes and sending them to Edin­
burgh were given effect to, it would result in great 
and uncalled for annoyance and inconvenience. 
?~e City of Glasgow itself owns much property 

wIthm the old burgh, and it would be absurd that 
the Town Council should permanently transfer the 
record which contains the title and particulars of 
such property to Edinburgh. 

(b) As respects students and inquirers interested 
in the City of Glasgow :-

The temporary deposit in Edinburgh of the 
volumes of the Burgh Register from 1870 to 1927 
may cause some inconvenience to historical students 
in Glasgow, but the older volumes are as a rule 
more often required than the more recent volumes 
for purposes of research and for ascertaining the 
growth and development of the old town. 

To remove the older volumes to Edinburgh would 
not take away this inconvenience, but would very 
seriously increase it. It would handicap Glasgow 
students and inquirers, with no resulting benefit to 
others. Local Records must be consulted upon the 
spot, and for their elucidation it is often necessary 
to refer to other portions of the local records. It 
would be a monstrous thing that local students 
interested in the history of Glasgow and the develop­
ment of the burgh should have to go to Edinburgh 
to consult the Burgh Register of Sasines, and they 
ought not to be put in this position. 

No request has been made by historical students 
or inquirers for the proposed transfer. 

./ 
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The recommendation of the Town Clerk if given 
effect to would destroy Civic patriotism, and would 
deprive Glasgow of one of its greatest ornaments,-a 
stately and unbroken series of municipal records. 
Why should the City court dishonour? 

13. Beyond the reason suggested by the Town 
Clerk for the transfer of the whole of the Burgh 
Register of Sasines to Edinburgh, several other 
reasons have been informally suggested;-

(a) That the volumes would be better preserved 
in Edinburgh than in Glasgow. 

(b) That by the transfer Glasgow would be 
relieved of responsibility for the custody of 
the Register. 

(c) That it would be for the benefit of historical 
research that local records should be kept 
together in the General Register House, 
Edinburgh. 

(d) That in Edinburgh students desiring to con­
sult the Register would have the assistance 
of experts. 

(e) That in Edinburgh indexes to the Burgh 
Register of Sasines would be prepared, 
which would be of advantage to inquirers. 

(f) That the Burgh Register of Sasines applies 
only to what is now a comparatively small 
portion of the area of the city of Glasgow, 
and that deeds affecting land outside the 
burgh are recorded in the General Register 
of Sasines kept in Edinburgh. 

(g) I That the Register is merely of antiquarian 
interest. 
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Taking these points seriatim: 
(a) Better preservation. It is not the case that 

the volumes of the Register would be better 
or more carefully preserved in Edinburgh 
than they are now kept -in Glasgow. If 
this were the case, then the Record Room 
in Glasgow is in a condition in which it 
ought not to be. This cannot be suggested 
by the Town Council of Glasgow, who are 
responsible for the Record Room. 

From personal knowledge I can say that 
the Record Room of Glasgow has always 

. been in excellent order; the rec6rds are 
carefully preserved, well arranged and ad­
mirably inventoried. No doubt with the 
great increase of records, which proceeds 
from year to year, additional accommoda­
tion may be required, but the City of 
Glasgow has always met its responsibilities 
fully and fairly, and I have no doubt that 
when further Record Room accommodation 
is needed it will be provided. To adopt the 
suggestion of finding accommodation by 
giving away a valuable series of records 
would be suicidal. 

(b) Relief from responsibility. If the Burgh 
Register of Sasines were transferred to 
Edinburgh, the City of Glasgow would no 
doubt be relieved of the custody of these 
volumes, just as they would be relieved of 
the custody of their ancient charters and 
muniments by a similar transfer. The 
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Town Council of Glasgow, however, as 
representing the community of Glasgow, is 
the trustee of the priceless heritage of the 
honour and dignity of the city. The burgh 
records embody its history, and are the 
visible monuments of the burgh life, and to 
part with any portion of these records 
would be a staggering blow to the prestige 
of Glasgow, the most important burgh in 
Scotland and one of the greatest municipal 
communities in Great Britain. 

It is inconceivable that the Town Council 
of Glasgow should go out of its way to take 
such a fatal and uncalled-for step. . 

(c) That it would be for the benefit of historical 
research that local records should be kept 
together in the General Register House, Edin­
burgh. It would be a most extraordinary 
step for the Town Council of Glasgow 
voluntarily to part with a portion of its own 
municipal records in the supposed interest 
of general historical research. The opinion 
of historical students is, however, opposed 
to the centralisation of local records and 
is in favour of the retention of such 
records locally. 

It is not in the interest of historical 
research that the Registers of Sasines of 
the various Royal Burghs in Scotland 
which are purely local should be brought 
together in Edinburgh. Each Register 
relates solely to the individual burgh, and 
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nothing of general inter~t can be gained by 
having any two Registers together. Each 
must be read by itself, and independently. 
At the present moment no one studying the 
Burgh Register of Sasines of Glasgow 
requires to consult the similar Register in 
Rutherglen or Renfrew, Dumbarton or 
Stirling, and nothing would be gained by 
these Registers being housed under one roof 
in Edinburgh. The Burgh Registers are 
intelligible only to those with local know­
ledge, and must be read on the spot. They 
must also, as already pointed out, be read 
along with the other records of the burgh, 
which are in many respects essential for 
their interpretation. The Town Council 
Minutes and similar records form with the 
Burgh Register of Sasines one municipal 
record, and to transfer part to the Register 
House in Edinburgh would be to destroy 
the value of the whole. 

On this subject the Royal Commission 
on the Public Records, speaking of England, 
say: 

"Local patriotism and interest in local 
history should by all means be stimulated, 
and there is more likelihood of such 
documents being carefully investigated 
and utilised by students who have an 
interest in the locality, than if they were 
buried in an enormous accumulation in 
London. Provincial schools of history 
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would be stimulated by having original 
materials for study and research; while 
no great hardship would be inflicted on 
students from a distance, who would be 
compensated for their journeys by the 
advantage of studying the documents 
in the neighbourhood to which they 
relate." 

(d) That in Edinburgh students desiring to consult 
the Register would have the assistance of 
experts. This is one of the stereotyped 
suggestions of the Record Office in Edin­
burgh in advocating the transfer of local 
records to their custody. 

The handwriting of old records is dif­
ferent from that of the present day, and it. 
requires practice and experience to read 
such old documents. Persons able to do so, 
it is suggested, are more readily available in. 
Edinburgh than elsewhere. This may apply 
to small country towns, but certainly does 
not apply to Glasgow. There have always 
been experts in Glasgow, capable of reading 
every ancient document in the city. 

This point, however, has no relation to­
the Burgh Register of Sasines of Glasgow. 
It commences with the year 1694, and the 
handwriting from the end of the seven-· 
teenth century presents no difficulty to the 
student. No expert in handwriting is. 
needed to enable anyone to read the 
volumes. 
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(e) That in Edinburgh Indexes to the Burgh 
Register of Sasines would be prepared which 
would be of advantage to inquirers. There is 
no authority for this statement. If the 
Burgh Register of Sasines were transferred 
to Edinburgh, it could not be indexed for 
a generation. The Record Office have for 
several years had a modest allowance 
for preparing indexes to certain classes 
of records in th~ Register House. The 
Record Office has, amongst others, prepared 
an index to the General Register of Sasines 
from 1701 to 1720, and last year published 
an index to the Particular Register of 
Sasines for Argyll, Dumbarton and Bute 
from 1617 to 1780. It will be many years 
before the latter series of records can be 
indexed and before a new series could be 
undertaken. 

The scheme of the Indexes which have 
been issued is, however, of no use for 
historical students interested in the lands, 
houses and tenements which form the sub­
ject of the various deeds. It merely fur­
nishes an index of names, and while this is 
an improvement upon the present index of 
names to the printed Abridgments of the 
Sasine records, it is not nearly so useful as 
the improved index suggested by the late Mr. 
J. C. Brodie, D.K.S., when Keeper of the 
General Register of Sasines. 
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It has not hitherto been considered neces­
sary to have the Burgh Register of Sasines 
of Glasgow indexed, but if this were thought 
desirable, it can quite as well be done and 
on a better plan in Glasgow than in Edin­
burgh. For the purpose of general inquiry, 
such an index must include the land or 
tenement, the subject of the deed, and the 
street in which it is situated, as well as 
the names of the persons interested. 

The suggestion is somewhat startling 
that Glasgow should voluntarily give up an 
important local record for the purpose of 
having it indexed in Edinburgh. 

(f) Expansion of the City. It is the case that 
Glasgow has expanded in recent years far 
beyond the limits of the old burgh. This 
extension, however, commenced only at the 
end of the eighteenth century, and for long 
proceeded very slowly. It is an incon­
venience that deeds relating to land outside 
the Royalty have to be recorded in Edin­
burgh, and that it is necessary to go to 
Edinburgh to examine the General Register 
of Sasines. This, however, has existed ever 
since Glasgow overstepped its ancient limits, 
and is no reason for aggravating the incon­
venience by transferring the volumes of 
the Burgh Register to Edinburgh. The 
presence of that Register in Glasgow has. 
always been a great public conveniencet 

which ought not now to be sacrificed. 
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After the Burgh Register has been merged 
in the County Register, entries relating to 
property within the Royalty will appear in 
the printed Abridgments of the County 
Register which are annually transmitted 
to Glasgow. From these Abridgments 
students and general inquirers in Glasgow 
will be able to obtain particulars of dealings 
with burgage property from 1927 onwards. 
They will thus have in Glasgow material for 
ascertaining the history of all bUl'gage pro­
perty (1) from 1547 to 1696 in the Town 
Clerks' Protocols; (2) from 1694 to 1927 in 
the Burgh Register of Sasines; and (3) 
from 1927 onwards in the printed Abridg­
ments. 

It has been suggested that because the 
ancient burgh is to-day but a small portion 
of what is now the City of Glasgow it is of 
no importance. This is not the case . . On 
the contrary, it is the ancient burgh which 
is the historic Glasgow, and is that which 
gives life and character to the extended 
city. The burghal rights and privileges of 
G1asgow attach only to the old burgh, and 
are not communicated to the extended area. 
A burgess of Glasgow is a burgess of the old 
burgh, and when the Corporation confers 
the freedom of the city upon anyone as a 
mark of distinction it does so by making 
him a burgess and guild brother of the 
ancient burgh. The freedom referred to is 
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that which was enjoyed by the burgesses of 
ancient Glasgow, who were a community of 
freemen, and burghal freedom was a right 
of great value. 

(g) That the Register is merely of antiquarian 
interest. This is an inaccurate and mis­
leading statement. It is intended to sug­
gest that because a record or document has 
served its immediate purpose, and is not 
required for current business, it has no 
longer any value. This is not the case. 
The possession of the continuous series of 
records which embody the history of a 
community is essential as the evidents of 
that history, and the further back they 
extend in an unbroken series the greater 
the distinction and importance they lend to 
the community. Glasgow may boast of its 
present-day achievements, but its dignity is 
vastly increased by its having been a city of 
renown for many centuries, and it would 
be the height of folly to deprive itself of 
the custody of the records which attest 
this. 

These records too are of value for purely 
municipal purposes. They require to be 
consulted from time to time, as has been 
stated, in explanation of current events, for 
ascertaining what occurred in connexion 
with events offormer days, and for establish­
ing ancient landmarks. 
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They are of value tQ the community for 
enabling inquirers to obtain information 
regarding the history of the burgh. The 
history of Glasgow can only be written in 
Glasgow and with the aid of its local 
records, of which the Burgh Register of 
Sasines is one of the most valuable. 

Reference need only be made to the late 
Dr. Renwick's valuable Glasgow lJlemorials, 
on nearly every page of which the author 
founds on one or other of the Council 
Minutes, the Town Clerks' Protocols and 
the Burgh Register of Sasines, and in some 
cases all three are cited on the same page. 

Had the Burgh Register of Sasines been 
removed to Edinburgh this authentic 
record of Glasgow history would not have 
been written. Many similar volumes of 
like importance have still to be written. 

14. The transfer of the volumes of the Burgh 
Register of Sasines from 1694 to 1927 to Edinburgh 
has not been suggested by any section of the 
community; on the other hand it is strongly 
opposed by bodies and institutions interested in 
historical, economic and archreological research, 
and by those anxious for the maintenance and 
encouragement of Civic patriotism. 

15. The transfer would add to the prestige and 
importance of the General Register House, but 
would entail enormous loss upon Glasgow; and there 
is no reason why this should be inflicted on Glasgow. 
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