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TRINITY HALL, ABERDEEN. 71

The Thimble is a metal cover by which tailors and
seamstresses secure their fingers from the needle. The
art of thimble-making was brought from Holland, in
1695, by Mr. John Lofting, a Dutchman, who set up
a workshop at Islington, and practised the trade with
success. Thimbles are made of shruff, or old hammered
brass, the best being made too clear, and the ordinary
too brittle. The manufacturers melt and cast them in
a sort of sand, with which, and red ocre, mould and
cores are made, and in these they usually cast six gross
at a cast, and make about six or seven casts in a
day, &e. But thimbles made of steel are now pre-
ferred, particularly by tailors. For ladies, they are
sometimes made of silver.
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