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The Trades House and Hall’s Connection with Football 
The history of the House and Hall’s connection to football goes back into history 
when the city's accounts for 1573-4 show that on 12th February 12s, were paid for 
"futt balls."  In the following year "sax fut-ballis" were again purchased for 12s.   The 
annual supply of six footballs at the expense of the Common Good was continued till 
the year 1589-90, when a Cordiner named John Neill, in return for remission of fees 
on his admission as a burgess, undertook to furnish, yearly, during his lifetime, "upon 
Fastrinis [Shrove Tuesday] even, sex guid and sufficient fut ballis," or else 20s as the 
price thereof. Under this arrangement the City Treasurer for the time was relieved 
from the necessity of purchasing footballs at the annual festival, and perhaps his 
successors did not resume the practice.1 
 
Fleshers Haugh was used as the pastureland for the Incorporation of Fleshers 
animals and it is located on the bend of the river Clyde and is part of Glasgow 
Green.  In 1792 the City Council purchased the land for the price of £4000 and from 
at least Victorian times, was used as an area for playing football.2 
 
Rangers Football Club’s first season in 1872 was played in Fleshers Haugh and this 
was the most favourable playing corner of Glasgow Green which allowed the club to 
forge its early reputation among the casual observers as one worth watching.3 
 
Rangers Football Club used the Trades Hall from its inception, with their first annual 
meeting in 1873 being held there and monthly meetings were regularly held in the 
Hall.4   Ancell’s restaurant also hosted the after-match banquet with Preston North 
End to celebrate the opening of the first Ibrox Park in 1887.5 

 
The 1892 Annual Meeting took place 
in the Trades House Lesser Hall 
[Saloon] the scores reported were:6 
 

 Played Won Drawn Lost Goals 
Scored 

Goals 
Lost 

1st Team 46 21 9 16 113 91 

2nd XI 27 8 6 13 62 76 

Ibrox XI 21 8 6 7 59 55 

 
1 Robert Renwick, Glasgow Memorials, 1908, page 74. 
2 Reid, R (SENEX) 1884; “Glasgow, Past and Present.” David Robertson and Co., Glasgow: 
http://www.glasgowhistory.co.uk/Books/EastGlasgowDictionary/EastGlasgowArticles/FleshersHaugh.htm    
3 The Gallant Pioneers by Gary Ralston, 2013, Page 79. 
4 The Gallant Pioneers by Gary Ralston, 2013, Page 217. 
5 The Gallant Pioneers by Gary Ralston, 2013, Page 217. 
6 Scottish Referee Monday 30th May 1892. 
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Ancell’s restaurant was used not only for 
dinners but also for Smoking Concerts and 
one was held on Tuesday evening in 
February 1889 where a large attendance 

 
 



of members was particularly requested.7   The Glasgow Evening Post of 22nd March 
1889 reported that Rangers Football Club was to hold one of their very successful 
smokers in Ancell’s restaurant, in Glassford Street and giving a list of the artistes 
who were to perform at the event and concluded with “we anticipate a pleasant 
musical evening for the Rangers members and friends.8    
 

Mr. William Wilton was appointed the club’s first 
manager at a meeting in the Trades Hall on 
Monday 27th March 1899 where the meeting 
voted for a £5 proprietary share rather than a £1 
share as proposed by the executive.9    The club 
held its first annual general meeting as a limited 
company there on the 20th August 1899.10 
 
 
  

 
7 The Scottish Sport 19th February 1889. 
8 Glasgow Evening Post 22nd March 1889 
9 Scottish Referee Friday 31st March 1899. 
10 The Gallant Pioneers by Gary Ralston, 2013, Page 217. 

 
 



Prior to their Annual General Meeting in the 
Trades Hall, on 11th June 1900, Rangers 
Football Cub printed their first balance sheet in 
“The Scottish Referee” where they reported a 
5% Dividend and £1000 to Reserve.11   The 
meeting on Tuesday 19th June did not go as well 
when it was reported at a meeting in the Trades 
Hall that they were in a poor financial position.12    
The 1917 Annual General Meeting in the Trades 
Hall showed a remarkable turnaround for 
Ranger Football Club when it was reported that 
they had made a profit of £2450 19s 6d.13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Scottish Football Authority also used the Trades House in the late part of 
the1800s to the early 1900s. 
 

 
11 Scottish Referee Friday 8th June 1900. 
12 Scottish Referee Monday 18th June 1906. 
13 Scottish Referee Friday 25th May 1917. 

 
 


