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\\ 

AT ~la~gol.u, and 'Within the MERCHANTS 

HALL, the t'Wenty-ninth day qf September 

one thousand eight hundred and seventeen, 

MET 

JAMES EWING, Esq. Dean qf Guild, 

and his Brethren qf Council. 

The Dean qf Guild presented the Vie'W qf the 

I-listory,- Constitution, and Funds qf the House, 

as approved b,1j the Committee, copies qf'Which had 

been previously submitted to all the Members; and 

'Which, having been cVllsidcl"ed, "was unanimously 

approved qj; and directed to be printed and 

circulated among all the matriculated }jIJembers. 

The House, on the motion qfthe Lord Provost, 

unanimously presented thanks to Mr. E'Wing, 

for the ability and research 'With 'Which he had 

prepared this accurate, luminous, and valuable 

record. 

Extracted from the 'Minutes if tlte Merchants House, by 

JOHN DOUGLAS, Clerk. 
1/ 
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HISTORY. 

§. 1. Of the Guildry in Scotland. 

THE Burgesses of Scotland were originally divided 
into two classes. The first was the Merchants, whose 
occupation consisted in buying and selling;-the second 
was ~he Trades, who ex rei sed mcclumicnl employments. 
This distinction created two ?'auks in the Burgh, pos­
aesaing separate con titutions, and enjoying different 
immunities •• The custom wns confirmed by legislativ~ 
enactment. By Act of Parliament, James Ill. 1466, c. 
12. it is ordained, that" na man of craft use merchan­
dice," and by 1487, c. 107. it is required, that "he that 
is a craftesman outher forbeare his merchandice, or else 
renounce his craft, bot [without] any dissimulation or 
cullour, under the paine of escheat of the merchandice." 
Such were the institutions in the infancy of commerce, 
and the reason of the law is assigned by Sir George 
M'Kenzie, that, "if craftsmen were allowed to buy, 

• The incorporated Trades, from a very remote period, had the privilege 
of D eacons. In 1426, by Act J ames I. c. 86. these officers were dis· ..... / 
charged, and Wardens or Guardians of Crafts were introduced, to oversee 7'-. 
the work of tradesmen, In place of these, there were next substituted 
J'i.itor,; and lastly, Queen Mury restored the Deacol2!, by spcciLLI &lift. 
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they would not make, and so neither improve them­
selves, nor the native commodities of the kingdom ""." 
Although the regulation seems to be obsolete, its effect 
still remains. The same civic distinction is preserved, 
and with one 01' other of these bodies, it is impel'lltive on 
every person who pursues businells,- to ellter and to pay 
n fine for freedom. 

The cOI'porntion or society of M rchnl1ts, is very 
ancient, ill Britain. It Wllll fmm an early p~riod Mtyled 
Ihe Gild, whi·h iH R 11 011 worcl igllifyillg fmt !,lIity t. 
Th t rm w/\ ILt llrHt RpJllil.'cI to th '()lIll11ulllty of' _ a 
city or town, nnd in thl H('n,,", n burg It of ' itiler rank 

ilJ still ucnOlllilllltcd 11 O"i/d-IJ"ot/u'r f, but its ncceptation 
WIUI nO: rwnl'(1!1 r tricwd to the uggt'cgate body of _ Mer­
chants, called the Gilda mercatoria §. These societi~~ 
were at first formed in the freE! -cities of Italy, ,and were 
introduced into England by the Normans IJ. The head 
officer was called the Alderman of the Merchants, 
"which," says Anderson, "is nearly the same with the 

• Ob" rVlltlon on th" Act. ,If l'nrllumcnt, edit. ) 687, p. 52. . , 

t cc (1I1tlll, ,. SIIXtllI Ollll, '·rRtcl'Ilit.IIS, ijotilllitittll1, conturbernium, curia, 

o"III./(lulll. (l1l1l-hllll, qUllsi domu9 confrnMrnitlttllm." Du Cange Gloss. 
IJ J tl flO. cc Urbill'tn mcrcutorlblls addictltlU mdem."· Spelman. iN verlX 
" (llIlt III NO . ig nifi·s n .tribute or tax, whence Gild, a brotherhooq, does 

procllcd. h~CIIU IIC the Merchants support their common charge by a con­
tribntlon ." lIIollltt's Law. Diet. Voc. Guild. See also Blackstone', 

eo.n. r. 47:1. 

t Ucfiml the ,IIIte of' lho Letter of Guildry in Glasgow, the terms 

" BuPfC ...... u".l U "Ud-brother," were not wynonYlnOU8, rol' X'ursesscs ' 

were bound W pRy 'itr th~ir guildry or freedom ; but thi~ s elllS t.o have 
arisen from th \lcculiRrity of tho institulion at tllo tilnt!, Rnd since that 

date, the privilcgcN IIr coincident.. 

§ Leges Burg. Seot. c. 99. 
) 

MlIclox tiruUl. hurgi, Chap. I. ~ct. 19.­

I 
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officer whom they at present style Dean of Guild in the 
Royal Burghs of Scotland "". 

The earliest Scottish Statute on this subject, is in the 
reign of William I. 1165, c. 35. entitled, " The Liberties 
of the Merchants Gilde," by which it is ordained, "that 
the Merchants of this realme sail have their Merchant 
Gilde, and saIl possess and enjoy the samine, with libertie 
to buy and sell in all places within the liberties of burghs, 
swa that ilk ane be contente with his awin lipertie, and 
that nane occupie or usurpe the libertie of ane other t." 
In the year 1283, there were enacted the " Statutes of 

( 

the Gild," which are declared to be "made and consti-
tute, to the end that many bodies convened in ane place, 
may have amongst them ane union, ane will, and ane 
firme and sincere love, ilk nne till other." This union 
was cemented by a potClIt penalty, "that na mall make 
any compeirllnce f\guin t the Gild, to sepernt 01' divide 
it, or he saIl pay ane unlawc of anc pUl1scllcone q/ wine t." 

The powers of the Guildry, appeal', from its early in­
stitution, to have been of two kinds. The fit'st was poli­
tical, t? prevent encroachments on the rights of the 
Corporation, particularly from unfreemen attempting to 
sell within the Burgh. The second was judicial, extend­
ing not only to questions within BurO'h, but to mercantile 

. 0 

and maritime causes. The Act, James VI. 1593, c. 184. 

proceeds on the narrative, "how necessarie and expedient 
it is, that the powere and jurisdictione of the Deane of 
Gild, and his Counselle within the Burgh, be approved 
and allowed, as it is now used in the towne of Edin­
burgh, quhilk is to the great furtherance of justice to our 
Soveraine Lordes lieges, in all actions and matters con-

• Hist. of Corn. Vol. I. p. 71. t Qu. Attach. * Rcg. Majest. 
B 
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CCl'Ilillg IlIct'chanlles, betwixt merchand and merchand, 
nllll IlI cl'chand and mariner, quhilk actions aucht not 
nOl' sulcI not byde delay, but be expede and decerned be 

the Deane of Gilde and his Counsell summarlie, us men 
chosen and appoynted zeidy by the Counsell of the 

Burgh, maist apt to judge and decern' ill nil lL'lions 
concerning merchandes," This Act merely COII/il'mod 

a jurisdiction which had been pr 'viollNly l'X I' 'iij 'd; 

" and as it had be n II ~ d ill th ' /-I" lId I(lWII '/4 of Fmllce 
lLnd Fhulcl '1'1l, C[uhuil' hlll'H \ ILl ' 1'1' '(:h 'd ulld 'ol/ij ti,tlltu - ," 

M'J CII :I.i( I' IIl/Ll'k tlllLL Cl tl l J .()1'(11i IlILv ' Joulld that, 
lie '()I'dillg 10 thiH ACI', Ill , I) '1111. of Gild'/:! Court is a 

'HOV 'l'ILigll COUl't ill .wen gm('rl', IIlId llot subordinat to 
tlHJ T()wll'~ 'ourt, .July, 21, 1631 t," These judicial 
powers were also conferred by the L etter of Guildry on 
the Court in Glasgow. "The Dean of Gild and his 

Council shall have power to judge, and give decreets in all 
actions between merchant and merchant, and merchant 
and mariner, and other Gild-brothers, in all matte,n's of 

merchandise, and other snch liJ<c cnll ~cs ~:." 'Ubl:!l' Cf"CJl t 
usage anel Cllllctll1 IIts, howov r, ahridged tlril; lLuthority. 
Maritilll ' cnuse!; WCI'C tnulsfurrcd to thc COllrt of Adllli­
mlty, und civil questions I'l.! veltcd to tire ordinary juris­

dictions §. 
Tho primary object of the Merchants Guild, was to 

colt1l1llrnicnte relief to decayed brethren. The 9th Clrllp-

• JIII.1'6 or IJII'IIr,,,'/ "i~ lIifiecl th e m el'ellnli lc cxdmngu for '''',:<11('11111011 (If 
bu~ln"s8 , ""11 wllcru """I'" wel'o kept, SOUl Illill~ ~hni1l1r III tlo modern 
bazar.. Thu t ~I' lI l WU H dcri vl'tI ('1'01(1 1110 jo'l't ' m .; h 11/1'111' ." " , 11, IHII' II I hecause 

the plo.cc WIIH 'll. '~ i~IIilk.1 hy Ill c "i~ II Cif 11 Pil i'''' ', 111111 11", 1)ld l';xcionllge in 
the Strand of I.ollcloll WI, 11(' 11 11111111111.011 " Hri l";II'H Iwrsc." Jolmson 's 
Diet, It is from tloc >«l lll l) ""ml tlml, ()'II'/,., II1 '.'1 \VIIS I'I'o\mbly taken, denot· 
ing a purse or stock for tlo ll prosecut.ioll or lellr llillg . 

t M'Kenzie, Obs. p, 282, * Art, 9, § Ersk. B. I. tit, 4, §, 24. 
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ter of the Statutes of the Guild provides, that, " gif any 
brother of our Gild falls in auld and decrepid age, in 

povertie, or incurable sicknesse, and hes not gudes and 
geir of his awin to sustain himselfe, he sail be relieved 

and helped, after sichte of the Alderman, the Deane, and 

of other brether, as the gudes of the Gild may be suffi­
cient thereto." The lOth chapter, "for the relief of 
Gild-dochters," extends further than the chivalry of 

later ages, and 'gallantly enacts, that, "if she be of gude 
conversatione, gude fame, and hes not sufficient gudes, 
provision sall be made to her of ane husband." The 

spirit which dictated the original formation of these 
inst itutions, was directed to the accumulation of such a 
stock, as might afford the requisite relief for the mem­
bers or theit, fftmili '15 who had seen better days, and 

been reduced by the vicissit lHl 'b or tl'lldc, 0 1' the mis­
fortunes of life, to a I.l tllte or dCpclIdcllce (lml illdigence. 

§. ~. Of the Guildry of Glasgow. 

PREVlOUSI.Y to the year 1605, there is no authentic 
record of the mercantile incorporation of this City. Ex­
port tmdc is said to have commenced in 1420, and there 

are proofs of the existence of shipping in 1546: , but 

there is no account of any regular society. It appears, 
however, that in the sixteenth century, violent contests 
arose between the Merchant and Trades ranks, respect­
ing the government of the City. The Merchants had 

exercised the whole sway, monopolized the magistracy, 

~ GibsQn's Hist, p, 205, 
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and assumed the sole right of managing the funds. The 
Trades, who were more numerous, insisted on a ·parti­
cipation of office. The animosities which had arisen 

from this source, were at last allayed by a submission of 
the points of difference to Sir Gem'ge Elphillston, then 
Provost" the Parson of Glasgow, and two Milli~ tel's of 

the City, "anent their privileges, plnccR, milk", nud pre­
rogatives." The award of these ul'bitmtol's, i8 tel'm 'd 
the L etter '11 Gilrl!:IJ, flllll ontnill 1.1; ol'igilllLl '()lJHtitu­
tion of th P" C8(,1I1. Mol' 'hnlllH Guild. Thill do 11111 lit ill 
dated th 6th V 'hl'ullI'y,1 Cion. Till tlmt timo," says 
M'UI", ' tit '1'( WIIH n itlt I' J) 'nil of lIilll, nor Deacon 
Conveller ill t1,' 'il.y, bllt: oll.ly 1) 'llcons of Crafts, and 
the Mngiiltl'fltes thereof - ." 

The Lettel' of Guildry proceeds on the narrative of 
the injury which had been sustained by the burgesses 
and freemen of the City, both Merchants and Crafts­
mCII, partly from the controversies between themselves, 
and partly from the usurpation of their priyileges by 
strangers. To remedy these vilHj to rcstol'C " pell", 
amity, IIlId (~ (llI c()l'd j" IlIHlto 'ollliH'lH th' 'Oll81illltioll to 
thllt ' of (llllm' well-I'd/milt'" hlll'gll tj withill thi~ r 'allll," 
iH ~llI.tl ' II 1O \) , th e (,lLlI SC of'the I'cfercllce. The aW(IJ'(] is, 

tllllt tla l'l' ' iihull be in all timc coming, 11 Dean of Guild, 
Hili I /I, I )cl1.con Convener, with a Visitor of the Maltmen, 
, whoHI ('itl' tiOIl, statutes, and privileges," are all mi­

nlltdy <1(' ,1 111'( d. Thi, decl'eet-al'bitral was approved and 

ratifi ed by 1 ha Magistrates and Council, 011 the 9th 1" 'b­
ruul'Y, lGOu, 1111<1 was ufterwan]s confirmed by Act of 
Parliamcllt, hlll'l t1 lJ. on the 11th opt muor, 1672. 

• M'U,',,'~ H isl, p. 1!i7. 

-,. , 
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Theenactments thus made, with subsequent reguIil.tiollS, 
all of 'which will be specified under their proper heads, 

contain the pl'esE:nt constitution of the Guildry. 

§.3: Of tlte Merchants House. 

THE Merchants House acts in three capacities-as an 

elective body, a charitable association, and a deliberative 
assembly. In the first character, it forms a constituent 
part in the choice of the Dean of Guild;-in the second, 

it dispenses from its funds, relief to decayed members 
and their families;-and in the third, it meet~ to express 
its opillion 011 public questions, affecting the political, 

commercial, alld civic illt 'I'esls or tht' community. 
1. The I , tivc powers of the 11oll sc, both of the 

members in tho choicc of n rcpl'esentative Council, 
and of the Coulleil ill the choicc of a D ean of Guild, 
and other- functionaries, will afterwards be di tillctly de­

tailed. 
2. What is properly called the Merchants' House ap­

pears to have been primarily a charitable institution. Be­
fore the date of the Letter of Guildry, there was an estab­

lishment which was styled the Merchants Hospital, and 
in that house it is probable some of the paupers resided. 
The Letter of Guildry authorizes the Dean of Guild to 

convene the members for the purpose of " ordering their 
hospital," and appropriates a part of the freedom fine of 
a merchant burgess "to the hospital of his calling." 

The preamble to the first Guild-book in 1659 *, narrates 

• " Glasgow, the last day of Januarie, 1659. The quhilk day James 
t;:ampbell" Dean of Gild of the said Burgh, with John Bell, prei$!nt 

I I 
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a meeting of the Merchant rank III the Hospital, the 
object of which is stated to be "anent the re-edifying the 
fabric of the said Hospital, being for the present in ane 
decaying condition." The existence, thel'efore, of an 
establishment, antecedent to the present lmihJing, which 
was renewed in 1659, is certain-and to th L,tler of 
Guildl'Y ill 1605 is probable, but of the pm'liculru's th re 
exists 110 ):ecol'(l. M'Urc states, that "the)" jy 110 

vestigo remaining that ]10 could hyall hi ij SOUl' 'h (1i~ 'over 
of IIl1y 110 pitol h I', t'Xt'tpt HillllOp MllirlH'lld ' (St. 
NichoIIlH') IIC/u' th n.,I(., till IIfl I' till' Jt '(i.) \'lIl1ltiollj" 
nnd that, befol'o thnt JI '\'Iod, "it ill thought aged and 
c1ccuycd blll'S(' R 11 WI'I' )ll'ovid ·d J(l\' fly the bounty and 

Provost, Frederick Hamilton, and Robert Rac, Bailzies, being convenit 
in the Merchants Hospital, with the far most part of the whole Merchant 
rank of the said City, anent the re-edifying the fabric of the said Hospital, 
being for the present in ane decaying conditiort, they did all, therefore, in 
ane unanimous voice agree and conclude, That there be ane contribution 
for that cnd through the whole Merchandis of this Cilie, tor the CIIsting 
down ofthc fore f,~'ric, rc-building thcrcof, nna building of an Stt'Cplc,.md 
buying 'into th JlOIIHC, Hohert WlKlrowc hiM tenelllcnt of IIIn\1, ncnrcKt to 
th ~1\1, 1 IIOIIl' lInl, "1'011 thc Mt, fOl' cn lnrglng the fore-lTont thercof. 
l'rovlcl\J~ nlwnYl, thllt wllllt Ihull h contrihllt ~, be employcd upon' the fore­
wurk, nud il nrHt buildit; und Jor thnt cnd, nppointed Jamcs Barnes, 
1I'IIrrlc Glen, Willilllll Coming, Andrcw Gibson, Thomas Davidsone, 

hlU'h'H Gmy, and John Parland, or any three of them to join with tbe 
t>Mn uf 011,1, or any ono of ti,e forsaids Bailzies, to go to every Mercbimd, 
to tl nd, I. 1I111Y, undcr his hnnd, if he can write, or if he qmnot, line 
nowr I'or 101.11, on Ihis book subscribe what he will contribute to the re­
cdlfylllg of th IIolld fUl'c-wnrk nnd buying the said tenement, who"C namcs 
an to r main In tu ol'de herein to futuro ages. That if it shall happen 
the contributc ..... or IUI)" of their relations or fdcndK, boing of tho Merchand 
rank of thl" ChiI', 10 be in oli 8trc~s, they mlly bu f11'11t pl'cf'<lI'rit to have 
suppli'c of tll" nUll " n" th Ir necessity shall n .'C)ulrc, and the ordour and 
custoume of the 11011 "hull pCrIllit ; aud thOflc who HIlIIll be markit as 
refractor from contributing, to bo d bnrred in 011 time coming therefrac. 
And hereby as they shall comlQlICcnd to, tI.ey oblige themselves to pay 
their pairt upon demllndlt, to tho Collector of thll said Hospital," &c, 
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charity of the Bishops and Clergy 'lO." If this account 
be correct, and it seems consistent with the history of 
the times, the institution of the Hospital must have been 
subsequent to the year 1561. The earliest mortification 
to the " Hospital" which is known, was by Patrick Bell, 
me~chant, in 1641. The present Hall and Steeple were 
nearly eight years in building, and were finished from 
designs by Sir WilIiam Bruce, Architect to Charles lIt. 
This house, erected by voluntary subscription, conferred 
the highest credit on the public spirit of the Merchants 
of that day-at a time when the population of the .City 
did not probably exceed 8000, and when there was not 
a vessel belonging to the port that crossed the Atlantic t. 
It does 1Iot appear, however, that the whole funds were 
procured by contribution, as in a statement of the ex­
penditure for 1661, thoro is nn it ' 111 " for pairt of building 
the Hospital, 33701. 10s. IOtl." ( 'cots §.) 

S. At what time the Merchants House were first called 
for the consideration of public measures, does not appear 
from the records. The Letter of Guildry empowers the 
Dean of Guild " to convene the haill Merchants and 
their assistants, at such times as he shall think expedient, 
for ordaining their Hospital, and such other necessary 
affairs that occurs 11." There is no evidence, however, 
of their having met to deliberate on any subject except 
their own immediate business, till after the Revolution 
in 1688. In the year 1686, it is stated on the journals, 

--------- --- ---

• M'Ure's Hist. p, 72. 

t Cleland's Annals, v, I, p, 17, * Gibson's Hist, p, 202, 

§ 'I11e above aceount was written, prior to the sale of the Hall IInll 
Property in Bridgegate on the lOth September, 1817, 

11 Art, I~. 
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that Jamcs 11. interposed his mandate for the appoint-' 
meut of Mr. Robert CampbeH as Dean of Guild; from 
which it is probable, that his predecessor had betrayed 
symptoms of the rising spirit of liberty. The first meet­
ing that is recorded for deliberation, was in 1694, to con­
sider of a tax of Bd. per pound on seamen's wages, for the 
support of that class of poor. In 1699, the House wCl'e 
convened, at the request of the Magistrates, to give th ir 
advice !lnd concnrr 'ne r 81' ting th r liC'f of tho POOl' 
of th City, wlwn " it wnfl .. aly I UI1 lIilllOUll1i thnt the 
haill poor hC'longillg to th Town b nlllintnilled," and 
cc it Will! d t I'rnill('d hy 1\ plura1iti ()f vot s, that a gen­
eral stento thorrow tho whol TOWIIC, is the most effectual 

. method of subsisting the poor," On the 9th April 1700, 

" six of the Merchant rank, and six of the Trades rank," 
were appointed" for taking superintendence of the public 
Account-books of the Burgh, and ho\~ the same has 
been expended by the Managers of the Town's business, 
and others relative to the Town's haill bu iness." In 
the 6rst rebellion of 1715, ,the House agreed, on th 
motioll of the Provost, thot th Town may borrow a 
8um Jlot x 'ceding .B500, ,cc to dl'l\w lynds round the 
City f()I' defence." In 1745, when the demand of 
..ell)OOO was made by the Pl'etender's secretary, and was 
aftcrwurd restricted to £5500, it was resolved " to 
agr to th snme, as necessity has no law." A great 
variety of political nnd civic questions, from that period, 
occupied th OIlRiderntion of the House. AddresRcl:I to 
the '1'hroll j- petitious to the Legislntlll'cj-IUld I' solu­
tion!! of tho 10u 011 vllrious occnsiolls, SlI h Ill; expl'cs­
sions of loyalty to th rown, nncl of nUll ·hmcnt to the 
Constitution;-the tlc~'lIC of th country, by manning 
the navy and roising voJunt 'Cl'lI i- th • rclief of the me1'-

17 
can tile body, in cases of public grievance;-the COl'U­

laws;-the stoppage of the distilleries;-the East India 
monopoly;-the trial by Jury in civil causes;-the Police 
Bill, and other questions relative to the Corporation of 
the City, and the local interests of the community, have 
formed the subject of consideration and interposition. 

c 



CONsrrITUTION. 

I.-OF THE MEMBERS of THE MER­
CHANTS HOUSE. 

§. 1. (l"("fflNIUm •. 
D£FOIU.: th y ur 1747, IIwl' WUII lie) l'Cfltt'i 'Lioll liS to 
th lulrnillHibility 01' nWlIlhl'I'''. Th who) Merchant 
lUllk who wur bUI'K(\ "('H, COIIIJlo.l~d the community of 
tllC ITon~e. Tho finunces, howGver, having been found 
deficient, it was resolved " to increase the stock for the 
maintenance of the poor," and to create a fund "for 
supporting and defending the just rights and privileges 
of the fail' trader." An Act of the House was accord­
ingly made on the 2sd April 1747, which was ratified 
and approved by the Magi&trntes and Conncil, on the 
7th M fly, hy which it Wllij ol·tl"ill It! that " the right 
of 111( mbm'HhiJl HIII\\I IJ c tend'd, 1111(1 tJmt nll tmders, 
within tit 'hy, fordgn 01' domestic, wholesale or retail, 
of 1\ fi til' chILl'ILctcl', who arc willing to pay to the Collec­
tor elf the Merchants House for the time, five shillings 
8t'rlillg, ILIld engage themselves to pay to him four 

_ shillingH lit ,..tillE{ yearly, from and after the said time, 
arc to h uthllitt d and recorded, ill a book to be kept 
for thnt ))urpo c, (18 the only members of the Merchants 
House." 'fhil! CJunli1ication was raitled, 011 the 14th 
March 177!J, to JOUl' Jlounds sterling of ell try-money in 
full, and on the 8th Mnrch 1791, to ten guineas. 

Agreeably to the U('gl(lutions of 1747, the Members 
are divided into two c1osses-foreign and home traders. 
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§. ~. Stated Altn1tal Meeting. 
THE only stated meeting of the whole recorded mem­
ben, is on the second 'vVednesday after the election of 
the Magistrates, the same day with, and after the elec­
tion of the Dean of Guild. The business is to elect 
the Council, and for this purpose it is directed that 
" the members, with the Dean of Guild, shall meet in . 
the Merchants Hall, at which time the Dean of Guild 
by himself, shall make choice of twelve out of the re­
corded members, either foreign or home traders, and 
shall leet the remainder of the recorded members in 
twenty-four l ~ets, whereof twelve leets shall contain 
foreign tmders, and the other twelve leets contain home 
01' inland traders; alld, by a plul'olity of votes of the 
recorded members, make 'hoico of 0110 out of each leet. 
of the said twenty-four leets, mllkillg lip twenty-four 
persons, who, with the t,":cive made choice of by the 
Dean of Guild, are, with the Merchant Magistrates and 
Collector of the House for the time, to constitute and 
compose the Dean of Guild's Council of the Merchants 
House, and with him to represent the community of the 
Merchants House for the ' ensuing year *." After the 
nomination of twelve by the Dean of Guild, the Clerk, 
proceeds to read the leets; first, of the foreign traders, 
and secondly of the home traders, and the members 
elect one out of each leet for the Council. 

The annual meeting of the members was first appointed 
to be held at four o'clock afternool1;-it was afterwards 
changed to six, and by a recent regulation t, it is now 
fixed at two. No person is entitled to vote as a member, 

* Regul. 1747. Art. 2. 
t Act, confirmed by Magistrates and Council, roth October, 1815. 
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01' to be elected into the Council, "who has not paid up 
his poor-rates for the preceding year or years >1(, ." 

§. 3. Extraordinary Mf'Cti"fJ8. 
BESIDE this regular and stated meeting, it jlj COIII" ·trllt 
for the Dean of Guild, "on cxtraordinlLry 'IIWl'gIJllduH, 
to convene the whole rccorded mcmuel's of th(, M r('}Jlllltll 
Housc fOI" th(·il.' Illlvi '0 Illll! dirllctiOIl, whl h I" tu (, IL 

rule to him allll }Ii 01111 ·iI1·." 

H.- OF TIlE DEAN OF GUILD. 

§. 1.. Qualification. 
By the Letter of Guildry it is required that" the Dean of 
Guild shall be always a Merchant, and that a Merchant-

I 

sailor, or Merchant-venturer t," but sincc the Rcrrula-
tions of 1747, ~ome trudcl'll u.re ·qulllly dig-ibl' with 
for ign. 

§. 2. Election. 
THE Letter of Guildry directs that" the Dean of Guild 
RluLlI he dlOsen yearly by Provost, Baillies, Council, 
anll n It 'OIlS, of this Burgh, in time coming, and that 
fiftecll tlnY II Ilfl:c/' that the Baillies of the said Burgh are 
chosclI j-th I' shull he of Merchants amI Cru{l:smen, 
an equal Jlulllb l' ut llis election §," und the Deun for the 
preceding yellr, with ndvice of twenty-foul' persons of 

* Regul. 1747. Art. 2. 

* L. of G. Art. I. 

t Ibid. 

§ Ibid. 1. and 2. 

.I.t: : 
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the Merchant rank, is r~quired to nominate two, to be 
in the leet with himself. 

This practice was altered by the Regulations of 1747, 
which direct as follows-" On the second Wednesday 
after the election of the Magistrates, at ten in the fore­
n~on, the Dean of Guild, Merchant Magistrates, Col­
lector of the House for the time, and his Council foresaid 
of thirty-six persons, the major part of them being a 
quorum, shall meet in the Merchants Hall, where the 
Dean of Guild for the time, shall, in the usual manner 
as formerly, make up leets of the said thirty-six persons; 
and out of the said leets, the Dean of Guild, Merchant 
Magistrates, Collector for the time, and the said thirty­
six person, or their quorum, in the case of the Dean of 
Guild' for the time, his being then two years in office, 
shall make choioo of thr'e of their number out of the 
said thirty-sixj but ill cuse the ))CIlIl of Guild for the 
time has beell Ollly 011<" Y 1\1' thcll in office, then they 
shall make choice but of two pcrsons, who arc to be 
added to and with the present Dean of Guild; and that 
as the leet to be presented to the Magistrates and Town 
Council by the Merchants House, to the effect one of 
the said three may be chosen by the Magistrates, Town 
Council, and Deacons of Crafts, to bear office as Dean 
of Guild for the dlen ensuing year; and the Dean of 
Guild and his Council to name so many of their number 
to vote in the election of the Dean of Guild, and Deacon 
Convener, as will balance the Deacons of Crafts, as has 
been formerly used *." The present practice is exactly 
conformable to these regulations, with the exception that 
the hour of meeting in the Hall is now eleven in place 
of ten, and that, instead of a majority, fifteen now form 

.. Regul. 1747. Art. 5. 
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:1 quorum of the Council of the House. The Jeet ilO 
presented, in the form or an Act~ under the Clerk's 
]lar\d;-and at the eleCtion, "the Provost has the first 
vote, and, in case of equality, the casting vote '*.". \ 

§. 3. D ,lt'ration of Office. 
liv the Letter of Ouilch'Y, it is declared that" tit 1>cl\n 
of Guild IIhall not h '" (,m '(', ubClv two yt'l rll log '­
th rt." 

s. 4. J'OWI"'S (J/lld J)'llties. 
ht, Tm; Dcun of Guild is of' course the President of all 
meetings of the House, and usually the Convener of 
committees. 

2d, He is the head of the Dean of Guild Court t. 
sd, He is, ex tdficio, a member of the Town Council. 

The Letter of Guildry declares that he " shall always be 
an extraordinary Councillor of the gl'cut Council of the 
Tj>wu, l.Uld IIhllll JUlV "Will 'ipul k 'y of the Towu's 

hal'lm'· ')WHt 11." Thil! IlLltcr chnrgc hal! fallen into <lis­
J1 f'. )f he hflB not previously been 11 Councillor, he 
booOIO '11 UIl extraordinary member during the first year 
of hi oflic(' §, find in the second, he is enrolled an ordinary 
m mber ~. 1 ly the general practice of the Corporation of 
tlle 'Ity. h I1 appointed Convener of several important 
commilltt H, IlUch 118 the Statute LaboUl' trust, the Books 
-of the TowJI. th Jetting of the Church SCflts, and the 
trusts of the Clydo Nnvigation, thc Light Houses, and 
the BroomicJaw Harbour. . 

.. --,.--.------
'" Set of the Burgh, 171 J. t J .. 01' O. Art. 2. 

11 Ibid. Art. 6. § Sot of the Durgh, 171 1. 

t Ibid. Art. o. 
, Ibid. 1748. 
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4th, He is a COinponent part of the Magistracy of the 
. City'*. . 

.; 5th, He is by · acts 39 and 40, Geo. Ill. c. 88; a. 
. Commissioner otPolice. 
. 6th, .He is· by Act S( Geo. n. 1754, for improving 

the navigation of the River Cly(ie, appointed to convene 
tile Merchants · of Glasgow, owners or part owners of 
ships, by public advertiscmcnt, to meet in the Merchants 
Hall, at eleven in the forenoon, on the first Tuesday of, 
November ·annua11y, to nominate ten persons, whereof 
he is himself to l?e one, to be Commissioners for inspect­
ing, auditing, and adjusting the accounts of the co11ec­

. tions, receipts, and disbursements, of the River Trustf 

and also, (by Act 49, Geo. Ill. c. 74.) of the Broomie­
law Hal'b?ur. Dy Act 1801, foi.' deepening, eleansing, 
an~ .maintaining th Harbour of ~~r:t-Glasgow, he is 
reqUIred ~o convene the MCl'chunts, as 'above, to no-

I ·minato cight POI'SOIlS, 1\8 COI'nmillHionors on that ·Trust. 
And by Act 29, Geo . . II. for erecting, maintaining, 
and supporting, . a Light-house in the island of Little 
Cumray, and rendering the navi.gation of the Frith 
more safe and commodious, he or the Provost are 
directed to caU ~ Meeting annually of the Commissioners 
on that Trust. . . 

7th, He is, ex qiflPi(}, n Justice of Peace for the County 
of Lanark. 

8th, He is by Act 47, Geo. Ill. c. 4·5, a Trustee on 
the Statute Labour of the County of Lanark, a;nd by, 
other Acts of Parliament, a Trustee on different Turn­
pike Roads leading into the City. 

9th~ He is by· Act 4i, . Geo. Ill. c. 51. Preses of the 
Court which meets annually at Greenock for licensin&: 

'" Set of the Du,.gll, 1748. 
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Pilots, Jobbers, and Riggers, regulating Fares, and 
making Bye-laws. 

lOth, He is, by Act 26, Geo. Ill. c. 109, Preses of t?e 
Cl de Marine Society, established in 1758, for relief 

o/decayed Seamen and their Families, with power to 
levy duties out of the wages for that purpose. 

11th, He is a Director of the Town's Hospital, II onc 

of the twelve who represent the MerchnlltR J Iou ,- ntlll 
of Hutch on'R J (0 pitul Will4 II'M CllIlI'ily t Iw Jtoynl 

Tnlinntl"y, lUul th( !.Hllnt! AHyllllll. . 
Th 1)('l\1I of Ollild "!lII('IU'jj ill f(U'IIICI' tlJ)ll''', to h~vc 

ex rei sell ill hill OWII IWI'HOII, III 't' 'liolllLl'Y )IOw 1'S, • WJt~ 
regard to buildings I1I1U IJlliljlulCCS; but this authorIty IS 
now devolved on the Court, except in cases of instant 

danger to the lieges, when it is necessary. to interpose 
immediate orders, and in cases of complault as to the 
unwarrantable use of property, when he grants interdict 

till the cause be regularly discussed. 

§. :i, AlnuJ1&N] from nltty. 
} N 'liS \ or th ' Beecs IU'Y absence of the Dean of Guild, 

)w iH required by the Letter of Guildry, "to elect, by 
lulvi . \ of his Council, the old Dean of Guild, or a~y 
011 of his Council in the Merchant rank, to supply hIS 

pln 't' ILK his snbstitute'it." The fine imposed by. the 
f' '1 I fi b ence hns 10nO' fallen mto Lett ')' () III try 01.' as, U I:> 

d 1111 ,tlld '. 
If th () 'nil or Guild does not appeal.' at the reg~lar 

time to flll lip the llollse, fOl' thc purpose of elec~m? 
Office-Bearcrs, 1111. A ,t 01' tho Mugiillmtcs und COllllClllS 

~---------- -- ------
* Arl.5. 
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requisite, for allowing these elections to proceed on other 
days '*. 

§. 6. Rifusal, Deatli, 01" Incapacity. 
IF the person who is elected Dean of Guild refuses to 
accept of the office, he is fined by the Magistrates and 

Council in BOl. for the use of the poor of the House i'; 
and within a month, the Town Council pass an Act fOt: 

a new election in ordinary form t. "In case of death, 
or incapacity, during the currency of office, the immedi­

ately preceding Dean of Guild in life, and capable to 
officiat·, shaH act as such, and have all the powers of 

that oflice v \ ted in lIim till the ordinary time of election, 
except a scat nllcl vot, ill tll ' TowlI 0111) il §." Blit by 

the set of tile Burgh, i" th 1) 11 'c{'c<ling Y IU', "in case of 
th <lentil of a] an of' IlIild, <llIl'ill" his being in that 
office, the immediately 1.11' C Idillg J) llll of GuilJ in lite, 
within forty-eight hours after such decease, is to convene 
his House, who are to appoint a new meeting of their 
several Members, to be convened, and properly warned, 

not under fo\r nor above eight days distance fl'om the 
former diet, whereof the Provost, 01.' presiding Magis­

trate, is to be acquainted /I." At the meeting so called, 
the procedure is the same as at the annual eLection. 

* 21st Nov. 1764.-50th Oct. 1778. t Act of Council, 2d Octo J 801, 

t Set of the Burgh, 1718, Art. 7. 

§ Rcgul. J 747, Art. 6. 
" Set of tile Burgh, 1748, Art. 7. 

D 
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lII.-OF THE DEAN OF GUILD'S COUNCIL. 

~--------

§. 1. Constitution. 
THE Dean of Guild and his Council, with tit M reltunt 
Magistrates and Collector", Ilre tho I gal repr ff nlntivcs 
of the Merchnllt8 House, till Ih no t 1\11 11 IInl 1,1, ,tloll 
" 11 ' lUl( II~V oil tit, I)oWI'I' 111,,1 p)'lvlltlgtlll, wltl'h by low 
or prttell '(1, pI' H(IIIlly 'U'(', Ot' IlIIv h II vested in the 

Deun of Guild 1\1111 Mot' 'hnllt J 1 IIH 'I'." Twelve are 
nomiunt ·d b,r tho ])oun (II' Guild, and twenty-four elected 
by the Members, at ' the general meeting. Such is the 
Constitution, as settled by the Regulations of 1747. 
Before that time, the Dean of Guild appointed the 
whole of his Council, without limitation as to number' 
but Mr. John Brown, "from a principle of public spirit' 
and a just regard to the interests of the Housc, d clar d 
him~~f willing to quit and r 'e)(l frolll J,j .. "/Hht," 011 
condItIon tllILt it lJ!tou lll b d ·Inr I IL Inw~. 'Ill t 

form 11 quorum §. All chnllgcs on tho Con tltution (It' 

the House must be ratified by the Magistrates aud OUll~ 
cil, otherwise to be of no effect 11. 

• The full number is, 
The Dean of Guild, ........ .... I 

His Council, ..................... 36 
The Merchant Magistrates, ... .. 
The Collector, .................... I 

t Re,ul. 1747, 2. t Ibid. § 8th Dec. 1807. 

11 L. of G. SS. 
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§.2. Stated Meetings. 

ht, ON THE FIR'ST THUnSDAY AFTER THE ANNUAL 

MEETING. 

The business of this Meeting is, 

(1.) To elect "four of their number, of whom the 
Dean of Guild for the preceding year is necessarily one, 
and who, with four persons elected by the Trades 
House, together with the present Dean of Guild, con­
stitute the liners and brethren of the Dean of Guild 
Court for the ensuing year *." 

(2.) To elect an annual Committee on the books, 
funds, and petitions for pensions or precepts. This 
Committee originally conlli t·d of fIve, of whom the 
Dean of Guild, tl1 Lord Provo t, and the oIicctor, if 
he aoted grntuitous)y, woro threo t. The number is now 
discretionary, and of late has consisted of twelve. They 
are required to meet four times a-year, on the first 
Tuesday in the months of December, March, June, and 
September; three to be a quorum;-to take under their 
consideration the debts, securities, and other affairs of 
the House; to make such alterations as they may judge 
necessary; to enter their proceedings in a book, and to 
give written orders for the loan of money t. For several 
years past, however, this Committee has found it suffi­
cient to meet once a-year, in the month of March, when 
they examine the books kept by the Collector, compare 
the entries in the Journal with the vouchers, check the 
postings into the Leger, and doquet the balance, showing 

• L. of G. 3. Regul. 1747,4. t Reg. 1754, S. t 1766, Dec. 9. 
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the income and expenditure for the year, and the increase 
or diminution -of stock. The balances were formerly 
struck quarterly, but now there is only one balance at 
CUlldlemas, at which time the Collector ' is required to 
have his books brought up, and his vouchers prepared 
for inspection. At this Meeting, the Committee exa­
mine the whole petitions for relief, and, after (lijcel'­
taining the state of the funds, they proceed to consider 
the merits of the different appli I\nt, to nllocnt the «is­
trilmtion of' tho mUll y, "lilt to l4UhOll t th I'ollult of the 
whol , ill th fhrlll of j, I'oport, to th 110uII 1/11 . 

(s.) To chou lh ~()11 tor, lerk, I.md Officer, 
who 0 0111, Ill' 1I111111l\] flppointmonts 1'. The Collector 
is to fiud security 101' his intromissions, to such exten~ as 
the House may judge proper. 

(4.) To name a Member (who~is usually the Collector) 
along with the Dean of Guild, to keep the keys of the 
boxes and presses, containing the books and papers of the 
I;Iouse, a complete inventory of which is to be kept in a 

book :t. 
(5.) To le t tw Iv Dir 'tor" fi)1' the Town'lI 11 spital, 

who, with twolv fi 'om lLoh of tho other bodic , 'Viz. the 
MngiKtl'lLtos 1I11lI oUllciI, the Trades House and the 

'lIc1'Ol Session, are invested with the management §. 
(G.) To elect a Committee to examine the candidates 

for Apprenticeships on the Auldhouse Mortification. 
Th IIJ1(]i<.iates are to apply in October, that due time 
may l> uiforded for examining into their merits /I; and 
suffioicnt intimation is to be given in the Newspapers to 

• 1784, Mar. 9. t 13 Oct. 1791. * 1754. §. I, 2~ 

S Constitution Qf Hospital, 3d Jan. 1744. U 1756, ·Dec. 14. ' 
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all concerned, as t~ the time of pre.o;entation *. The 
age is not to exceed thirteen t, and by practice none are 
admitt<.'<l under eleven. The Committee prepare an 
abstract of the cases, which is printed nnd delivered to 
each Member, previously to the Meeting of the House 
for decision. The fees are payable year and day after 
admission, and at that time, the Masters and Apprentices 
are to appear before the Dean of Guild and Collector, 
for investigation as 'to performance of duty on both 

sides t. 
(7.) To elect' a Oommittee of thre~ on Coulter's Mor-

tification, who, along with the Lord Provost, the Dean 
of' Guild, and three Members from the Trades' House, 
arc to cl cidc 011 the merit of applications for the annual 
premium of 101. to the inventors or improvers of 

machinery, for tho b lIefit of tl'lul'. 
(8.) 1-:0 'Iect 1\ Committee for sup0l'!ntclIllillg the Fir-

Park ulld QUUl'I'Y, 

2d, ON THE SECOND TUESDAY OF DECEMBER. 

The business of this Meeting is, 
(1.) To decide on the Report of the Committee on the 

Auldhouse Mortifications. The candidates are required 
to present themselves before the House, to judge of their 
age and appearance. There are eleven Apprentices 
nominated annually, six from the Merchant rank, and 
.five from the Trades, the first year-and five from the 
Merchant rank, and six fiom the Trades, the ' second 
year; and so on alternately. ' The deficiency 'of number 
in the applicants from the .one rank, cannot be supplied 

from the other. 't 

• 1762, Jan. 5. t 17th Dec. 1790. * 1754, Dec. 10. 
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(2.) To elect a Director for the Royal Infirmary. 
(3.) To elect a Director for the Lunatic Asy'Jum. 
(4.) To elect a Director for the Lock Hospital. 

(5.) To elect two Directors for Stirling's Library. 

'3d, ON THE SECOND TUESDAY OF MARCH. 

The business of this Meeting is, 

(1.) To consider the doquet of the Ilnnual Committee 
on the books !lnd fundH. 

(2.) To do id 011 tit lt PClrt of tho Committee as to 
appliClI.lltfi J01' POllll ioll or pLO OptH. 

4th, ON THE SECOND TUESDAY OF JUNE. 

No particular business is allotted for this Meeting. 

5th, ON TH~ SECOND TUESDAY OF SEPTEMBER. 

No particular business is allotted for this Meeting. 

§.4. Occasional Meetings. 

B ides these regular and stated Meetings, the Dean 

'of uild may at any time call a pro-1'e-nata Meeting of 
hi Cuuncil, to consider of matters in which the interest 

of th Members may be concerned. In such cases, how­
ever, it is imperative "to intimate to the Memben the 

reason for calling the Meeting," :which mUlt bo atlnched 
to the 8umnlOIl8C8, Ilnd these are always i8lucd one day 
before 'It. 

• 1812, 28th March. 
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§. 5. Ab,ence 0" Death. 

l'r was at one time the practice to impose a fine on ab­

sentees without reasonable excuse. In 1605, this was 
fixed at "six shillings and eightpennies for the first 

offence," and increasing progressively 'It. In 1782, it 
was rated at five shillings for each time. Latterly, 

punctuality has been left to the good sense of the Mem­
bers, without any penalty. If a Member be absent from 
all the regular Meetings for one year, he is declared 

ineligible for the next t· 
If any Membe); die, the Dean of Guild may name a 

lucccssor :j:. 

IV.-OF THE DEAN OF GUILD COURT. 

.......-....-..--~-

§. 1. Constitution. 

By the Letter of Guildry §, it is declared, that " the 

Dean of Gild's Council [Court] shall be composed 
yearly of eight persons, viz. four MerchaBts, whereof the 
Dean of Gild, bearing office the year preceding, shaD 

be one, and four Craftsmen, all Gild-brether, who shall 
be men of good fame, knowledge, experience, care, and 

zeal to the common-well, the most worthy men of both 

• L. of G. 4. 

* 1755, 9th O~t. 

t 1788, March 12th . 

§ t. of G. 3. 
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ranks .... wh " . b h '. 0,. WIt t e master of work shall bear the 
bu~den Jll decermng all questions of neiO'hbourhood d 
lynmg, &c." -0 an 

The constitution of the Court as to M b ' 
exact! th cm ers, remams 
and o~ h' e ~me. , It is composed of the,Dean of Guild 

IS ounclJ, or Liners and Brethren of ourt 
who, must all take the usual oaths. The Dc'an of G '11' 
presIdes and h' III ( 

d 
' expresses IS opinion IirHt. ]"ormerly it j 

un erstood that th M be ' ' 
, . ' e cm r8 IIct I III r(.ly 11 h iN ad 

vlsers, and that ho IIIOIU R (."titl I t I 'I I -
th 0 ' U ( ('('H (.: lilt /IOW 

'd ur~ I poplllllr, lUul ill 11 ('11 uf' (lillhl'lIcl' the 
JII gnll'lIt I "'h'rlllilll'd hy th IIIl1illl'ity '1'1 ' '. I 
TowlI 1 It' I ". IC prlOclpa 

(')' Itll 11 I·gul IUt e Ilr, The Court 
1IIl!(·t ('v('ry week, Oil Thur' I b I used to 
night has b Ft d H( n~, ut atterly, once a-fort-

d' b ceo oun suffiCIent for the despatch of 
or mary usiness, Whenever an urgent case 
however, a Court is called on the sp . I I' o~curs, 
parties. 'ccla app lcation of 

An Office' . d 
f G 'Id r I~ appomte , undel' authority of the Letter 

o ill ry, With full power t 
C S 0 execute the wnrrtlnts (If 

ourt, and the dlltit' of till' M('I'dlllllt J J 
call' J • 1111"", alld to 

III t I(! 8SlIlstlUl(.'e of the T om 
quisite t. OWIl- cc'rs when 1'(. ... 

.. TI", /lncient " BUlTowe Lawes" . 
yn witllin Durrowc Tb "-_ prc~be the duty as follows: "or 

-Ill . e .nuvost, WIth the CounsaiJ f th ' 
III u, .,lIld l'(Cl't IInd chcise Lyn th I 0 e Comlllu. 
.wa that 111& "ryo 1I0r complaintcrs, lit e cast four wise and wlCreit mun, 
Oft! e come to the Kill'" CI·f I 

cer \11l1li the Superintendent f th B n lIum rant·. ['hIN 
o e orough .. ) and tI , 

8Weare that tlll'y IIIII( r .. ithfullic 1 . I th I .ynt .... l1li11 
th ' yne III en as in breadn nil 

e nch'" IIIcitllU alld IlIlIrclll's within Dur" ~. ng to 
Reg. MrJeeL row , Dur, ''', .. c. 184-

t 1" or O. Art. lH. 
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§. Q. Form of p,.ocedttl'e. 

By the Letter of Guildry, "no procurator or man of law 
shall be admitted to spenk or procure fOl' any person, 
before the Dean of Guild and his Council, but the 
parties allenarly •. " The practice in this respect is en­
tirely changed, and the business is now almost solely 
conducted by procurators. AIL applications to the Court 
must be made in the form of a petition, containing a state­
ment of facts, and a specification of the particulars with 
respect to which the interposition of the Court is craved. 
If the petition be from a private party, it must be signed 
by him or his procurator; and if it contain a complaint 
on behalf' of tIll' puhlic, it must be subscribed by the Pro­
curator FiHcnl. lu 1111 ('U eK w\H're the puhlie interest is 
concerned, tllP SU/l('rintt'ndl'1I1 (If' Puhlic Work!! must 
be IIIl1llo U purty, Tit" prindpnl purt of thc procedure 
is in writillg, but Utit'I' 1111' ('IIIISt' hu!:! be'll so stated, 
there is generally viva voce disclIssion. In cast'S of lining, 
and whenever it is necessary to ascertain the relative 
situation and actual condition of the property in question, 
the Court assigns a visit, and pl'Oceeds on the evidence 
afforded by judicial inspection, Where more technical 
knowledge is considered rec]uisite, the Court remits to 
skilled tradesmell to e amine and report; and when the 
opel'8tion is ordained to be performed in a particular 
manner, the Court remits the superintendence of the 
execution either to one or more of its own Members, or 

to experienced artizans t. 

• L. or G. Art. 34. t Form of Process, 1st May, 1806. p. 8. 15. 

E 
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§. 3. JU}'isd':clion of lite CO'le1"l. 

I. With respect to Buildings:_ 

1st, As to the lining of houses intendcd to bo rccted_ 
to ascertain the rights both of the public, ami of' ad­
jacent proprietors or tenants, with regard to boulldnri('<;, 

form, and dimension. For thi, pUrpOM(', tlu' fiflt d('('ds, 

and the p!'opos('d )11/111 IIlId (·I(·vuf ;011 , 11111 f hc' I"'odu 'cd, 
ulollg with 1I""I;('lIfioll" 'ill' IiClill~, Hlld cllution is re­
quir d, lIof ollly fi)J' tll(' PI'tV('lItioll of'dnl1loge to con­
tiguolls t('"('IIWllt~, uut 'ill' th(' Hllt"ty of the public. 

2t1, All to rcpnirs or ultemtions of houses already 
built-to ascertain how far the proposed operations arc 
sanctioned by law, or can be executed, without injury 
either to the public or individuals. 

3d, As to waste and ruinous tenements; (1.) In so far 
as respects the lieges, where danger to their per ons 

exists-to order the houses to b Pl'ojlp('d, 1'('jll\il'C'd, or 
tdken down I\nd /'('hllilt; ('.t.) )\f Ilu' ill 11111('( (If' f ht' 
MntriHtl'lltl'" ill t('!'IIIS 0" Al'f, J (j(j:J, c. (;.-to ol'(/lIill th(, 

}ll'opl'i'tors to r('pair and rcbuild within year und clay; 
(:J.) At the instance of private parties concerned-to 
d('c('m that such tenements be repaired or rebuilt, and 
th(· (·. "pcnse declared an 11eritable burden or real d(.ht 
011 f hI' subject. 

'HII, AI! to ellcroachments and obbtl'llctioll , ('illlf'l' Oil 

the (lu!>II(' Rtl'('et und passages, or of illt/ivid 1111 I. 011 the 
tenCIII(Jlt ~ or otll 'I'R-to order their l'('J)lOvlIl. 

5th, As t() Ht'I'viflld(,,_to 11 c rtuiu fit .. claims of the 
public and individuals inte1' 'ljted. 
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6th, As to joint property-to ascertain the reciprocal 
rights and interests of the parties 'it . 

H. With respect to Nuisflllces connect cl .,,:ith tene­
ments, whether arising fi'om the want of reqUIsIte clea~-

. , lse of property that IS liness, or from any operatIon 0) I, , 

offensive or dangerous-to int rpo e the nuthonty of the 
Court for prevention or removal. 

Ill. With respect to Weights and Measures-to re-

h 1 al tandards "and to "ulate t.hem agreeably to t e eg s , . 
~unish and unlaw the transgressors, as they shall thmk 
expedient t." 

IV. With l' sp ct to Bmgesses-to compel unfree-
, 'I {' tll(' ity to enter and men ex rcisillg Ih(' prlVI ('g(')! 0 , 

pay tllC fin j. 

• }<'or1O (If' P.-O('l·'-lltl.lsillL, 
, G1" w arc tll0SC which were t L. of G. 12, The public ;ta~dn~t81n D~~ta~es of all the slntut~ry 

fixed by Act James VI. 17th e. I
he 

Barons of Exchequer in Westmm­
weights and measures were, sen~ by t C r. rmably to these standards, 
ster to this City, at the Umon, In 1707'd' ~~;e various weights, and the 
a Smith is appointed by the Court, to a JUs When the accuracy of 
• d' th arious measures, , 
Officer of Court a JUsts ,e v TU ' I tlley are stamped WIth the 
these weights and me~sures ISh~uS ascl~ ~n~~~y cannot lawfully be used 
letters D , G, and WIthout t IS sanc 101 , 

within the Dnrgh,-Cleland's Annals, 'tl E tr tor's Office for the 
t The following is a Tahle 0 tIe ecs f 1 F Payable m le x ac , 

Entry of Burgesses. 

Proportion payable 10 

o! ~ ~ ~ -.. ~ i ti ~ <l ~ i;':;~ ~ ~lo ~ ~ " ~ Descr;pllOftJ of 
" ~ti; I ~tii ~ 

~ Burgesses. !'! -s, d, s, d. s, d, £1, cl, £ I. il. £ s, d. £ s, d, /! 
308 11 8 8 - 9 9 Merchant at far.hand .. , 218 3 5 0 0 --

9 9 308 8 8 8 218 3 -- 2 0 0 -Tradesman at do .••••...• 
Eldest son of either, if 

S 4 10 0 108 2 10 2 0 8 4 0 210 --
108 2 I 8 

father be alive"" ..... , 
0 210 -- 8 4 9101 

1 0 8 2 J2 8 
Ditto, if dead" ..... ,,""" -- 8 4 9 8 Younger 1011 of either ... 011 I. 0 210 --

8 4 10 0 10 8 ,2 15 8 Son~in~law of do .......... 011 li 0 5 6 --
8 4 11 0 108 216 8 Apprentice of do ........ , 011 I. 0 5 6 --
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V. With respect to :Foot-Pavemellts-in terms of t1 
Police Act, to order them to be made, repaired, anI; 
maintained, In such mode as the Court shall pre­
scribe * . 

• 39 and 40, Gcorge Ill. pp. 15, 16, 17. 

'-

... , 

• 

, 

FUN DS. 

I.-OF TIlE 'TOCK. 

§. 1. Ge1u>1'(dJ)('s('ription. 
h has already been stated that a primary object of the 
Merchants House, was charity to its reduced members 
and their families. The legal provision was originally 
made, partly by a proportion of the burgess fines, and 
partly by a poll-tax on the Guild-brethren. The Letter 
of' Guildry provides, that "the Dean of Gild and his 
'oHlldl "hllll haY(' power to raise taxation on the Gild­

brcthrCII, fill' tll(' wdlfiu'{' and Jllnilltrllllnce of their 
estate, a1ld I\('J(I of tll('il' (h-cuy,'d Oild-Im'thn·n, their 
wiv('s, chiltln'lI, 111111 hl'I'Vllllt~; 111111 whOl'v('r rcfuses to 
pay th· Mlid tu , "hull Ill' \I 11 lawI'd ill th bum of forty 
shillings, so oft as they Jail, pl'()\'idillg tht· snnw e 'ceed 
not the sum of one hundred pounds money, and at once, 
upon the whole Gild-brethren; which tax being uplifted, 
the same shall be distributed by the Dean of Gild and 
his Council, and Deacon Convener, as they shall think 
expedient '* ." If this compulsory assessment, however, 
was ever levied, thore is no trace of its collection in the 
books, and the system is certainly inconsistent with the 
analogous practice of the country at the time, with re­
spect to poor rates. 

The ascertained sources from which the funds of the 
House have arisen, are contributions, donations, Guild~ 
book subscriptions, and entry-money from Members; 
legacies and mortifications; sums paid for the use of 

* L. of G. 13. 
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M ortificationso 

Teslalor. Dale. Sum Mortified. Patrons. Dutination. 

! I Patrick BclJ. 

2/ Zacharias Boyd. 

S John Craig. 

4th Dec. 1641. I 2000 lIIer4 

- March, 1655'110001. Seat>. 

26th March, 1697. 2OOOl. Scots. 

41 John Graham. 11th Oct. 17a5'110001. Scot&. 

5 James Go~an. 28th July, 1709. 7525l. Scots. 
7th July, 1710. 

6 Thomas Peter. 17th Nov. 1709. SOOO Meru 

Thomas Thornson. 8th Sept. 1724. 20.10 Meru. 

John Aird. 7th Sept. 1723. Hou,es in Bridge. 
gate. 

Uobert Saunders of ,1.) 10th Nov. 1726. 2000 l\Ierks. 
Auldhouse. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

10 I Margaret Bell. 

(2.) 9th Feb. 1728. 

(3.) 17th June, 1728. 
1st Jan. 1729. 

16th March, 1730. 

Estate of AuId. 
houge. 

His whole move· 
able &tale. 

2000 Merks. 

11 I Donaldson" au~. I Hth Nov. 1732. I 210l. Sterling. 

12 John Luke. 

13 ;lIargaret Moll. 

14 James Spreull. 

15 Charles Selkrig. 

7th Oct. 

l7~'I4000 Merks. 

1740. 801. Sterling. 

12th Dec. 1769'11001. Sterling. 

10th March, 1770. SOl. Sterline. 

Dean of Guild and Co_, one 1 1n_ ID be distributed annually to the most indigent within the CIty WiUl. 
Minister, and four Deacooi. oal Ifttriction, bO as not to exceed Ss. or be- under u. "4.. to anyone. 

N_ to be kept in a book, to be signed by the Dean of Guild. 
Merchants House. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

In_ID be paid to a Student of Divinity. The College rerei.e tJIto funds, 
a1III pay the Bur88ry. The Hou", tn~rely ,Present. 

I..-ID be paid to a Student ofPniIosopIIy, the son of a BUJ"Il"I'. Name 
ai cnig to be preferred. In other reipOCti similar to the pr..:eding. 

1..- to be paid to poor of Merchant rank ;-tirst his reJatiOll$, failing 
..ham, the name of Graham to be preferred. 

Different nominee., ~.tIaa, II~t to bedividcd among &eyeD ~r Burgesses of Merchant rank ;-WD(I6e 
lIIagi;,trates and CouDcil fotbers ",ere born in tbe City, ",ho are not otberwiae supplied, and 1I0t 

UDder forty. 
:lIerchants House. 

Dcan of Guild, with aIt"ft ai_ 
Ot more !\1ini&ten aDO. _ Dda-.. 

1I13g1stratcs, Minioten, o..'2!l cl 
Guild, Convener, Dd. late Pro­
vust. 

Dilf"rent nomin...., failiac "bom, 
Merchants Ho ..... 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

lnb.-rest to be paid quarterly to an old 1Iurgeoi of MercbaDt ruk ;-mune of 
Peter to be preferred. 

Interest to be distributed on the 8th Doeomber yarly, III the ame ..,.".r as 
Bell's. No. 1. 

Bents to be applied, viz. lOOl. Se...,. .. to an old Buqe& ai KercbaDt rank. and 
100 Merks, to each of three wid.,.... ailllle:clwd Bers-. 01' of my of the 
Ministers ef the City, net under fGr..y.fil'e. 

Interest to he given as Apprentieetee -.nth a poor boy, son of a TnIdes Burgeso. 
To be bound to a craft. Names ai SauDoer!, CmbeU, Colquboun, "ardrop, 
and Dunlop, to be preferred. 

To be applied, viz. lOO Merks to each of Ihroe I*'r boY'. IOIlb of Merchant 
Burgesses, and each of two pool boys, sor.s f\C Trades B~ to be bound 
to any lawful trade ;-and 100l. Sro:.!, yearly fu< five y"""'. _ Bunary to 
the BOn of a Burgess, who has pas..-ed tbe Cour.;e of PIuloMphy, and is 
fonowing his studica in DivinilY. Preference as in precedin~, with the 
exception of name of Dunlop. 

To be applied, !1i:o:. lOO Merks, as AJlIln!IItice fee to ... many poor boys ... the 
annual rent will admit, the one-half to be -. of ~en:J>.nt Burge>seI!, the 
other halfto be sons of'l'rade. Burxesse&- To be _ to any lawful calling. 
Preference as before, in No. 1 wuh the Dame of Gcun, in place of Dunlop. 

Hei ... male of Patrict ll<>D, wben 'I Inlerest to be paid yearly, at ~ to poor widows of two Ministe ... 
major, f:tiJ.ine whom, M.erc:bmlo reiiding in the City, or of Merch.nt> ... ho ha"e been in creditable circum. 
HOU!!ie. stances. 

Members of Society, failing whom, 5/. per. annum, to be paid quarterl,., to e.ch of two decayed memben, failing 
Merchants Howe. whom, to the widows and daugbters GC memben. . 

DiJI'ercnt nominee., failing whom, Interest, to be paid quarterly, to a poor man ofthe Merchant rank, inhabitant 
Merchan ... Ho".e. and Burgess. The name of Lute to bP preferred. 

Merchants House. SI. between two poor old women, and remainder of interest all may be seen 

D · . proper. . M I B 'd be' Itto. 258. per. quarter, to be patd to a poor ere 18nt Ul~SS, or a WI ow, lllg 

Ditto. 
the daughter of one. The nome of Spreull to be preferred. 

Interest to be paid to a superannuated Shil).mastcr or lIIercbant. The name 
of Selkrie or Stewart !9 be preferred. 

-
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From an examination of this list, it will appear that 
the objects for which the annual rent of these Mortifica­
tions is destined, divide themselves into three classes:­

first, for the support of the poor of differellt descriptions; 
secondly, for the payment of apprentice fcc to destitute 
boys; and thirdly, for the education of young men at 

the University. The particulars of these will appear in 
the statement of the expenditure. 

§. !.!. l'I'()!II'(·.'4.'4,:m· S/aie. 

IN tracing the origin of the Stock of the Merchants 
House, the want of documents presents an insurmount­

able obstacle. The oldest book now extant, is from 
1676 to 1709, which is altogether confined to annual 
statements of income and expenditure. An account, 

however, has been discovered for the year 1661 '*', of 
which the following j a copy. 

S,'(l/ .'" SI"r/ing' 
DaillIlC( with CulkClor, .................. £.').17 1 6 is £28 2 o! 
Doml., ....................................... 1!.l,919 0 0 - 1,079 8 

lntl'rest on Bonds, ........................ 1,881 18 4 - 156 16 6f 
(JrulIlId at 20 years purchase............. 7,740 0 0 - 645 0 0 
Grolllld.annuah at do. .................. 266 15 4 - 22 4 Sf 
lly(·.goll rents, ........................... 854 15 0 - 69 11 5 

£24,009 11 2 - £2000 15 nJ 

PriOl' to th year 1715, the accounts of the House 
were writtell jll HlIIull books, most of which an' IlOW lost. 

.. This statemellt, with nn '1('('Ollnt (If tllll "('Vl'nue (llld expenditure, for 

1661, was obligingly cOll11lllln;('lltl'ci li'OIIl tlte manusCl'ipts of the late 

Mr. Gilbert Hamilton, who was [kiln of Guild in 1790, 

__ -=-:C-=, 

, 

" 

41 
. d re ular Journals und Legers wer,e 

'From that pctlO, g . .,' t f the first entry 
d tile following IS a tmllSClIP 0 

kept, an 
of Stock: 

cl Am n. An Inventory of ye 
In the name of Go . f I bclonO'incr to thl' 

h t House 0 m;gow, 0 0 
Mere an S k the first November, 

f that rank ta en 011 poor 0 , 

1715. 

d 
d Acres, rcntal 1091.10.,. Ut<!. 'l. £2,190 18 10 

Outfield Lan s an ~ 

val.ued at 20 years purcha:
d 
~~';;;~~~;l~~'~~~~, 'l. 504 0 0 

H uses (,"d Tenements, ca e ~ 
:ental421. valued at 12 years' purchase, 7· .. 6 .... ·6·~ 

£ 197 12 
Mon~yntlntcrcst, .................. '681910 

Byegon I"'n\~ of T,nnds, 35 S 0 
Do. of llllll~(', ......... _ _ --- ~,O!lJ 1l 1-g 

1 
r.l 11 •. Ht!. vnltll·,11l1 I I y,·ttrw· I'ltI'l'ltll'(', 7tl 3 4 

Ground-Annun R, •• • 13 9 51 
B egonc Ground.Alltllllll•• ................................. 3t! 19 !) 

Y • • • ................... .. 
Gold.book Suh, rrlpLHIIl, .............. 1 Cl\! 11 7~ 
Cash 011 hutltl. ................................................... 60 0 0 

Mort-Cloths, 10, ................................................ £ 5,l29M 1ft 

Deduct Mortifications, the interest being yearly paid 

according to destination. 

£(j27 8 
Govan·s, .................................... • 166 13 1 
Peter's. ....... ......................... ...... 27 15 (j~ 

FuUarton's, ......... · .. · .. •·• .... • .. • .. • .. •· _---

Free Stock, .................... , .. .. 

F 

821 10 6t --£4,308 3 9{~ 
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The following is a Statement ;for th e year 1755. 
Bonds, ..................... . 
Interest on ditto ...................................... £8,351 IS 0 
Sumlry smaIJ D .. b·ts,...... ....... ..... ....... ..................... 349 10 5 

e .................... .. 
Ground-Annuals, valued at ..................... . 
Outstanding Rents ... e ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

29 10 8 
57 19 :; 

16 2 7 Rents of Lands, 12~1:·~;·;·~~ .. ~;·~~ ........ · ................ · 
A Cellar in Old C ffi h' . ~ years purchsli(',...... 3,:.139 13 9 

o ec- ouse Land,........ ........... ..... 30 0 0 

J:.1,074 IJ r. Deduct llond to S"nml'n' Bo 
Unpaid I' IIl1ioll ' ................... ,I.'. (HI 

It·· 10 •• '.1'" •••• I. , •••••• "0' •••••• Ill' 

525 

RIUI'~, ............................ '" .e 11 ,549 11 G 

The following c.'hibits the state of th St k 
C dl e oc, at 

an em as 1817, being an abstract of the Account, 
doqueted by the Committee, and confirmed b th

as 

House. y e 

Lands and FeU-duties, valued at 
Shops under the Hall do ...... ............. .... . 

Bonded Money, at 5 ~)er cen;. in~~~;~~ .. ,:;~: .......... • 
Lent to ~ity of GI,,"gmv, ......... l .. J:I,Ii.m () 0 
Do. to l'ru 1,·(· (Ill Iti",. ely.I,', ~l, J 7:J J() 10 

Renls in arrear, and due next term -,-~ ---
Sh ' VI •• 

ops,................................. L 81 10 11 
Auldhousc feu, nett,................ . 54 10 0 
Wcstcrcraigs Quarry,............... 129 13 10 

Small Ground-Annuals, ......... 
llO 0 SA 

Debts, due by sundries, .............. .. 
C ~h in Thistle Bank ...... , ........... . 

Do. in hand~ of Coli~~~~"'''''''''' 1,046 19 :; 
,........... 40 10 7 ---

L.3,744 8 6-n-

700 0 0 

15,822 10 10 

3S6 :; S/e 
16 18 10 

1,087 9 10 

1-.21,727 II 6-t~ 

!he two first items of this statement are old estim t 
whIch h be' ' a es 

. aye en carrIed down in the books without 

.. 

. . 
. 

43 

alteration. The principle on which the lands ana 
feu-dutics were valued, wa.~, 

The Fcu-dutics of Westercraig~ nn,l Auldhouse, 

ond tIlC ground-annuals of St. Jo:ufI('h'H croft} 
and Broomielaw, thc nett amount of which, in 
1787, was 1341. 7,. Std. Citinlllt"d at l!5 yenrs 
purchase, ....... , ....................................... . 

To which was added ill 180";, lh~ I'ri"e of som('~ 
ground adjoining the Fir-park ., .................... S 

1..3,3,,}9 12 Ot 

404 16 (; 

L.3,744 S 6-t 

And the data on which the Shops were valued, was 
the old rental of 351. per annum, at 20 years purchase, 

amounting to 7001. In the view of a sale of the pro­
perty, it was considered unnecessary to make any altera­
tion on the VlLllllltion, especially as it is less to the cal­
culation of Stock, tlmll to tlw .. mount (If Hcvellll(', that 
the attention of the 1lollKC rcc]lIirell Jlurtklllnl'ly to he 

directed t . 

• The Fir-park, so denominated from tbe old fir trees which arc now 
extirpated, contains 4 acres, 2 roods, 32 falls. Some years ago, a large 
sum was expended in enclosing, planting, making walks, and building a 
lodge. A salary of 101. is paid to the gardener. TI.ough ornamenta'l. to 
the Cathedral, it is altogether unproductive. The declivity of the situa­
tion, renders it useless as building-ground. No value has been put on 

this property ill tllU Dooks, a8 a pm of the Stock. 

t Scc Postscript. 
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The following Table exhibits a progressive view of 
the Stock of the Merchants House, from the earliest 
accounts extant, down to the present time. 

YEAR 

1661 
1715 
1716 
1717 
1718 
1719 
1720 
17:.11 
1711:.! 
17:.!:J 
17\1·1 
17~M 
17'.1(; 
17117 
1728 
1729 
1730 
1731 
1752 
1735 
1734 
1735 
1736 
1737 
1758 
1739 
1740 
1711 
171:.1 
1743 
1744 
1745 
1746 
1717 
1748 

L. s. d. TEAR L. s. d. Y"A" 

2000 15 11 1749 9429 5 7 J 781 
4508 5 9 1750 9487 15 0 1785 
5078 16 8 1751 178U 
5097 5 4 1752 10197 11 3 17tl7 
5040 8 5 175.3 10510 16 2 17AA 
5458 12 R 17.'>4 17/W 
515D !) II 17."." 11 •• 1'1 I1 I; 17'111 
.'i:.l.1H 1.1 I 17 .• /0 I" 1'''1 I 10 17'11 
!i.",H I. If I i ,7 I 'n I.. :t 171)'~ 
r.ili·1 I /0 17. H 1""7 .• 17 :.I 17!1:l 
lillle) f, /0 17!i'1 1'1.'·1 I I I1 17D·1 
.'i7(H 17 10 171iO I ' IiH7 ti r. 1795 
1i!IHli ' 10 171il 11I7()'! 18 H ) 796 
IiHHfi I :; 17(i:.! ElH~H 12 10 1797 
(i148 11 5 1763 13013 4 1 1798 
6081 0 5 1764 15153 10 11 1799 
6002 15 0 176.'; 15262 16 1 1800 
6773 14 11 1766 13539 9 11 1801 
7079 2 7 1767 13496 16 9 1802 
7214 18 7 1768 15522 15 0 1805 
7538 11 3 1769 14489 15 0 1804 
7448 9 3 1770 1472() 6 4 1805 
7519 14 6 I 1771 14963 I 3 1806 
7847 11 5 1772 15120 5 5 1807 
8212 4 0 I 177.3 l.~IRlI '1 10 IAOH 
797::; 17 10 117-1 1(,'2"" If li IHO'I 
R:1.1H 10 I, 177.7 15171 'I li IHIO 
~(X)(i 10 fi 1771i IM''>'I 15 7 IAII 
HI()312 0 1777 15710 8 0 1812 
7737 17 0 1778 15790 19 I 1813 
7832 3 7 1779 15941 4 4 1814 
8516 8 4 1780 16029 18 8 1815 
9178 7 9 1781 15989 9 5 1816 
9180 10 4 1782 16127 12 6 1817 
9594 0 4 1783 16171 13 6 

L. s. ll. 
161G4 !) 8 
)(1I '.10 H :; 
) (i:l7I, J II 
)(j'1 17 'J 
Ilj!!\!!j 11 0 
171":. ·1 '.l 
17 n !, li 
17 H' 'I 'J 
17.1.!) .3 0 
17369 19 9 
175:>4 4 0 
17321 14 8 
17289 13 0 
17605 7 9 
17641 12 9 
17840 15 1 
17959 12 I 
18072 15 '1 
18155 16 1 
18205 18 7 
18377 17 1 
18716 14 9 
18676 1 3 
18699 !j II 
IH.").1 () 0 
1'170H I!I I () 
1!)!Jlfi r; 'I 
I!);,J~8 11 11 
21082 13 3 
20919 9 7 
21181 9 4 
21287 1 9 
21552 17 5 
21727 11 6 

, 
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n.-OF. TIlE REVENUE. 

The Revenue of the Merchants House has already been 
explained to be of two kinds, rc<Yulal' and casual, and the 

items of each have been ('numerated. 

• In 1661, the Revenue, COli vetted from Scots money into 

.Sterling, was as follows: 

Interest of Bonds, ......................................... . L.5:; 19 1 

Rents-St. Enoch's Croft,.................. L.4 1 S 
Do. Bog Acre,.. .................... ..... 5 6 8 
1)0. Craigs,............................... 24 14 8 

52 I} 0 

Gro\lIl(\.AII,lIu,l H, .......................................... 1 2 2i 

1\lo,.t. Cl"lh~, ................................................. , 25 18 11 
Burgess Filll'K, ............................................. 10~ . ., lit 
Apprentice l'~l'c , ...........•..••....•.....•. . ••..•. '0 •• '. •••• '.! 15 64 
DuckN .• !\101ll'Y, ...................... . .. . . . ... . ............. __ J_!,_.3 __ 1. __ !j_~_ 

L.371 9 2 

There are three sources of income in this statement, 
which are now relinquished. T.he first is mort-cloths, 
which have long ceased to be kept by this corpora­
tion;-the second is apprentice fees, of which a propor­
tion seems, in ancient times, to have been appropriated 
to the pOOl';-and the third IS bucket-money, arising 
from 8s. 4d. still paid by every burgess at entry', to assist 
in extinguishing fires, but SInce the last Police Act, 
by which engines are provided, under direction of the 
Commissioners, the funds collected for this purpose are 

received by their Treasurer *. 

* Minute of the House, 8th December, 1807. 
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In 1755, the Revenue Was as follows: 
Intel'l!llt of Bontls and Bills, ............................ .. 
Rent. 1111(1 I"cu-duties, ................................... . 
Burgess j"ines. Bucket-Money, and Entries, ........ . 

Gold-book Subscriptions, ................................ . 

Outstanding:a il I'iculations. .. ........................... . 
Donations and Legacies, ................................ . 

L.440 12 7 
161 4 4 
115 6 6 
33 0 /) 

19 0 0 
WH 7 3 

1..!)(;7 11 ~ 

The " Gold-book," corrupted from Guild-book is n 
subscribed register of grntuiti('1j to tI/I' HouR(', occ~liion­
ally given by Merchallt al t'l(' tilll w'wu tlwy ('ut('r 
burgesses. 

The following i a cioN ill('(' stnt('mcut of the Re­
venue, from Calldlcma J 816 to Cnlldlemas 1817: 

(1.) RENTS. 
I. REGULAR INCOME. 

Bridgegate Property, viz. 
4 Shops, ............... L.S6 0 0 

Garret, ............... 1 0 0 
Gardcn, ............. .. 2 15 0 

'Vester-Craigs Quarry, ............... . 

(2.) FEUIt. 

Weatcr-Cral". I ,andM, .............. . 
Auldbou • do. • •.••••••••••.• 

(3.) GaouNn ANNUALL 

St. J~ll(lCb 's Oof\, ................... .. 
Brooml\·I,lw do. • .................. .. 
&nltbR,.ld do. .. .................. . 
Sundry OInall Sums, ................. . 

(4.) hTEllklT OF MONEY. 

City of G1""KflW, on ],.13650 ...... . 

Trulteet\on Itivllr,c/Il1l1721.10s.lId. 

Thistle Bank, on Vl!llC)!litll Account, 

L.S9 15 0 

48 0 0 

69 6 8 
:J7 10 0 

13 0 0 

II 10 0 
.3 10 0 

3 311T'g 

6S2 10 0 

lOS 12 6 

41 17 7 

CArri\'cl IIV\'r, ••••••••• 

1..137 15 0 

106 16 11 

H,1.1 0 1 

1-.1108 15 Bre 
• This Quarry is let annually lIy public r()UI~-and tllC rent varies ac­

cording to the demand for whin-.tones. This year it produced SOl. 
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Brought over, ....... . 

IL CASUAL INCOME. 

Burgess Fines, ••••••••••••••••.••.•••• 
Fine for refusal to sene as Coun-

cillor, .........•.......•......•..•..... 
Matriculation Money, .............. . 
For use of vacant Ground, ........ . 
A Donation ........................... . 

L.142 IS 6 

40 0 0 
19 10 0 

19 0 0 

45 0 0 

L.ll08 15 8rt 

266 8 6 

L.1375 4 2 J4.j! 

Ilr.-OF THE EXPENDITURE. 

ht, OIlJl':CTH m' EXI'ENIH1'U RE. 

THE first directions as to the application of money be­
longing to the Merchants House, are contained in the 
Letter of Guildry. It is there declared, that" the haill 
sums of money that shall happen to be gotten in any 
time hereafter, for entries as Gild-brotherf shall be 
divided in this form, 'Viz. all that enters Gild-brother as 
Merchant, or any of their assistants, the money shall be 
applied for the well of the Merchants Hospital and their 
decayed brethren, or to any other good or godly work, 
which may tend to the advancing of the common-well 
of this Town, and that by the Dean of Gild, with advice 
of the Merchant Council, and such other of the Mer­
chant rank as he shall chuse to that effect «<." 

• L. ofG. §.22. 
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The next special enactments on this subject, are con­
tained in the Regulations of 7th May, 1747, the pre­
amblc to which narrates, that "the House had under 
consideration, the state of the Stock alld Funds of the 
House, and that to them it appears, that the provision 
for maintenance of the poor of the Merchant mnk is 
extremely scanty and small, and that there is no fund 
for supporting and defending the just rights und privi­
leges of the fair trader;"-nftCl' which it ill pmvicl'd, 
that, "for th 'ncolll'lIg('1I1 'lit of ull lid I' tI'lLd c l'tI to b ,­
come memhers of this HOllse, by Jlllyillg Ilud engaging 
as aforesaid, it shall h ell 11, 'led, that henceforth, in time 
coming, c1ulI'itics of nil killds ill the disposal of the Mer­
chants House, (limited mortifications, and those already 
enrolled, excepted,) shall be bestowed on such poor as 
have been entered members of the House, 01' their indi­
gent widows, or children, preferable to all other claimers 
whatever 'if." 

In 1754, April 2.'3, this last article was" again ratified 
and confirmed," with this addition, "that no recommen­
dation be received by filly 1I1('lIlhcI' of ~hc J [OU St', from 
any person who is not lllatl'iculatc -1"." 

These general regulations, with the agreement as to 
the annual allowance to the Town's Hospital, form the 
rules of direction as to the expenditure of the House. 
The Revenue, therefore, after -defraying the ordinary 
charges of the establishment, is applicable to the follow­
ing purposes;-to execute the appointments of the dceds 
of mortification; to afford relief to indigent melTl bel'S and 
their families, which is done in the form of pellsions or of 

temporary supply; to pay the yearly contribution to the 

~ Regul. 1747, §, 8, t Regul. 1754, §, 8 , 
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. 'Ion persons connected 

. H 't l' to bcstow alc 
Town's OSP1, a " I 1 ,,11 not ::;trictly entitled a: 
with the InstItutlOn, a t 10U", . f Jrecepts* ; to 

l' h' done undcr the name 0 I 
members, w nc IS . ' I of the fail' tradel'; ann 
defend the rights and pl'lVI cglcs f thc T~Wll'" 

t "the common-wClL o . to promo e 
--_ ........ .................... ... 

§. 1. Mm·tifications. 
, h already been 

b' t of these dcstinatlOns ave 
THE 0 ~ec s 1 00 ' payment 

, itable distribution to t 1e ag , 
stated, VlZ. char • £. • th encouraO'ement 

, £. t poOl' boys, or e t:> of apprentice ees 0 who arc 
, d the assistance of young men, , 

of Industry; an h' 1 cat'lon at the UI1l-. d 1 for tell' el u 
not othcrwisc provl Cl , I distributions, and 

, '1'1 ' two fir t arc anllua· . 
vel'slty. I I ' , I ' tht'ir pl'opcr plncc t, 

C:, Illv h 'en ('xp lUll ( III 'I 
the lor m I , . " • 'dy OCCIISIOlltll, ( C-

, t (burslll'ICR I:> Ill~ I 
The uppOllllll1 '11 0 ' I' ()I' the intcl'vcnillg 

1 ,t' \ 01' t I tlllll', 
Pcndinl1 Oil th '()\1lp 101 1 ' 11 the "ilt of the 

o '1'1 ' \" \II' ' lll' " I . b 
death, of thc p '\'80118, \ .1 ,,' of which the 

d' C ',,'s allo aUlIuCI S , . 
House, Boy s, ral0 , 'fi d + That the House 

b 1 eady specI e +. ' , 
sums have een a r h D of Guild IS occurs t e ean 
may know when a vacancy , ,"1 f the Colleo-e, and 

, ' t the Prmclpa 0 '" 
directed to mqUlre a . b' If there is a va-

h ' ting in D ccem Cl. , 
report to t e mee '1 f' , filing it up, wInch 

d I is thcn appomtc( 0 1 J d 
cancy, a l.y , ' I GI sgow newspapers; an , . 

, b d el'tlsed III t lC a , 
day IS to e a v " the candidate must present hIS 
along with the petltlOn, , h t'ficnte of his character 

l' k t Wit a cer I " 
father's burgess IC e , . , E h bursar must pro-

f his studtes. ' ac , 
. and of the state 0 , ' I before he be entItled 
d ecept from the Pnnclpa , uce a pr 
to rcceive his pension \I. 

. , nctioned by an m,de,' on 111<' 
.. So culled, from the payment b C1I1g sa 

Collector. I! 1789, March !" 
t)9 l Page 39, t Pages 2R, -, . G 
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. Th~ following is a Jist of the established limited Ipor. 

tlficatlOns, when the number is full, and when the rat" 
of interest is 5 per cent. 

Aule!house._l] . Apprentice Fees at l 
St. lIs. lid. each, .................. S L~61 2 2'~ 

Do. -1 Bursar *, ............... S 6 8 

69 8 l~J 31 2 Govan's.-7 Men, at 4/. Ss. 10~d. each, .................... . 
Aird's.-I Man,.... .... ............ ....... L.S 6 8 

Do. -3 Women, at st. ]] $. I ~<l. each, I G Ht " 

~~ 0 0 

II SI 2* 
]0 0 0 
8 6 8 

5 0 0 

4 0 0 
5 0 0 
2 '10 0 

]6 ]3' 4 

Lukc's.- l l\1RII, ... ............. ............... ................ . 
Donllldson'H._~ Men or W/lnWCl, ut Ill. L1ICh, .......... .. 

Peter's.-I Mall 
Sprcull's.-l M~n ~;.;~~:~~., .... ................ .. ......... . ... ........................... 
Gr~llRm 'I$o- 1 Womnn, ...................................... . 
MoIl's.-2 Women at It. ] Os. each 
Sclkirk's._J Man ' .............. . ..... , ••• 

Thomson's and B:~:~:~i~·~~~·l;·~;;~:·· .. · • .. ••·••· ...... • , ................ . 
L.IS6 3 It 

---- ...... _---
§. ~. Pensionll. 

PRIOR to the YClll' 1729, there were only five old men 
on the roll, at 100l. Scots, each. There were besides, 
tl ~umber of small sums bestowed quarterly, none of 
whICh exceeded 405. per annum. In 1723, the number 
of pensioners was extended to seven, and was after~ 
wards augmented as the funqs increased. After 
the yeal' 1770, a more liberal allowance was made 

d' , correspon IDg to the urgency of the case, to th~ 

station which had been previously held, and the 
character which had been regularly maintained. At 

• The otber two are paid by the College. 

----- - - ---
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p'resent, the maximum is 25l. and the minimum sl. per 
annum. It is a prudential consideration for the annual 
Committee, after duly examining the cases of the appli. 
cants, whether the relief ought to be communicated ID 
the permanent shape of pensions, or in the form of 
temporary supply ~ . 

In the books, the entl'ies have been made under the 
denomination of " pensioners 011 the old and new foun­
dations." The old foundation was the original pl'actice 
as now explained. The new foundation was an allow· 
ance of 60l. per annum, by an Act of the House, on the 
29d April, 1754, as noted below t. The distinction ilf 
now altogether nominal. The pensions are bestowed 
according to the extent of the funds, and the merit of 
the cases. 

• J 2t.h Mltrch, 1793. 
t .. 'J·h., fUllcl. of III lToulCC IIclng IcwrcllIk-od, "0 Cl8 to ndmit a greater 

number of Il()()c' 011 th rull, It. WCl8 nl 80 "greed, thnt the sum of 60t. 

sterling be further appropriated, nH follow8; To three poor men of the 
Merchant rank, qualified as after mentioned, tlle sum of] oot. Scots ;-1.0 

two other poor men, 60t. Scots each;-to th~ee Merchants' widows loot. 
Scots each. The five men to be named now and hereafter, shall be such 
as have been and are, in good repute for morals, who have been men of 
credit and business in tllis City. They shall be Merchant burgesses and 
Guild.brothers of Glasgow, fif\y years of uge, or upwards, to be properly 
vouched; they shall be reduced in their circumstances, and then resident 
in this City. Of all which the Denn of Guild and members of the House 
to be the sole judges.-The three women now ond hereofter to be named, 
shall be the widows of such as have been Merchant burgesses and Guild­
brethren of Glasgow, of fifty years of age, or upwards, to be properly 
vouched, unless when burdened with a family of children, in which case, 

the age to be dispensed with. They shall be women of good fame, and 
widows of such Merchants as have been men of credit and character in the 
place. They shall be reduced in their circumstances, and no otherwise 

provi4led, and their pensions to continue during their being in low cir­
cumstCInccs, widowhood, and residence in this City. Of all which the 
Dean of Guile! Bnd members of the House to be the sole alld ulti~ate 
judges. " 



All petitions fOl' el1l'olment or supply, were formerly 
ordered to be lodged with the Clerk, on or before the 
first day of March, June, September, or December, in 
order that the annual Committee, at their meetings, on 
the first Tuesday of these months, might examine into' 
their merits. As the Committee now meets for this pur­
pose only once· a-year, the petitions ar~ requi~ed to be 
presented before the first day of March, und this is an­
nounced in the same advertisement which re)ates to the 
Auldhouse upprelltic(l". 

On paymellt of lb ' pc lIHiollH, printcll rcceipts are 01'­

det'ed to be signed, nlld to b pt'oduced by the Collector 
as his vouchers. Jf U pClIsioner leave the place, or if, 
from infirmity, he be unable to sign the receipt, in either 
case, he must produce a certificate, signed by a Magis­
trate, Minister, or Justice of the Peace, of his being in 

life *. 

§. 8. TOllm's llosp,;tal. 

THIS Institution commenced in 1733, and at that time, 
j't was agreed that, "for defr~ing the yearly charge, the 
sum of 60l. sterling should be annually paid by the 
Merchant rank, out of their revenues t." This sum, 

together with 1401. to be contributed by the Town, 120l. 

by the Trades House, and 250l. by the General Session, 
in nil, 5701. per annum, was estimated as a sufi-icient 
support for the Hospital. This w~s soon aftel'ward~ 
found to be inadequate, and in 1754, "by reason of the 
numerous poor of the House, and the dearness of pro-

• 1789, March 9. t Minutes of Town Council, 1735. 
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visions, it was agreed, that the four Societies should add 
to their former allowance, 200/. in the following propor­
tions, 60l. fmm the Town, 40l. from the Merchants, Sol. 

from the Trades, and 50l. from the General Session *." 
This made 1 OOl. from the Merchants House, and at this 
sum it continued till 1770, when, without any explana­
tion on the minutes, it was raised to 1101. at which rate 
it has continued ever since. In 1817, the propriety of 
this application of the funds was doubted, on the ground 
that it only diminished the annual assessment on the 
public, but the Bouse qid not consider it expedient to 

adopt any alteration on the existing practice. 

---_ ...... _---

§. 1.. "'WH'ptR. 
Tm: tli stt'iblltioll of pllrt of th fu lid !!, in the form of 
Precepts, to intiigl'llt persolls cotmect('(l with, though not 
strictly entitled to the aid of, the House, has been sanc­
tioned by very ancient usage., These gratuities were 
granted in two forn'ls-,-first, by order of the House, 
unde~ the recommendation of the aimual Committee; 
and secondly, by the D ean of Guild, on his own autho­
rity. In 1816, "the Dean of Guild stated that he' had 
not at all exet'cised the power committed to him, and 
~oved, that it be refelTed to a Committee to consider 
of the propriety of withdrawing in future the discretion .. 
ary power of the Dean of Guild, and investing the sam~ 

• Minutes of Town Council, 1754, This addition was not intended 

to be permanent, The Minute of the House, 25d April, 17tH, IIl\.er 

narrating the circum'stances, states, "the Merchants House have likewise 

agreed to advance 40/, sterling, for one year," 
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entirely with the House, according to the usual form of 
previous recommendation by the annual Committee"." 
The House, however, were of opinion that the former 

practice should be continued t. The declaration in the 
Regulations of 1747 and 1754, that the charity of the 
House "shall be bestowed on such poor as have been 
entered members, or their indigent widows, and childl'en, 

prifemb1e to all ofller claimers whatever, sufficiently l'stnb­
lished the principle that the npplicntion of Huch 118 are 
not thus entitled, iA n postponed cll\im, nO. r fulfilling 
the primary purposcs of til e In!:ltitlltion. The priority of 
members and their filmilies, is tllus decidedly and dis­

tinctly recognised. A sC1'llpulous delicacy has accord­
ingly been exercised in granting Precepts; for if the door 
were to be thrown open to the public, there would be 
no inducement to the entry of members. 

§. 5. General PtlrJJOlIe8. 

THJJRIi: remain two objects, to which, by the origin.nl 
c;onstitucion of the House, the funds might be legitimately 
applied; "the defence of the just rights and privileges of 

the fair trader i," and the "advancement of the com .. · 
mon-weal of the town §." With respect to the first, the 

House has always been ready to meet, and to interpose 

its influence for the benefit of its commercial community, 
but there appear to have been very few, if any, instances, 
where pecuniary aid was afforded. The institution of 

• 12th Mnrch. 1816. 

t Regul. 174i. 

t 11th Feb. 18 17. 

§ L. of G. 
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the Chamber of Commerce, and the association of par­
ticular trades, for their own interest, have now super­

ieded the necessity, if it ever existed. As to the second 
object of promoting die good of the City, it is difficult to 
define the particular line, within which the votes of 
money were meant by the Letter of Guildry to be com­
prehended ; but the rccent, HmI certainly the constitu­

tional practice, has been to devote the funds exclusively 

to charitable purposes. The following is a list of pre­

cedents for the last ihirty years. 
In 1789, 100l. was granted" to assist the Police in 

the suppl'ession of vagrants and beggars, and for pre­
venting stranger paupers from acquiring settlements." 

In 1793, U cOlltribution of 4001. was made to the 

funds of the GIll gow noyal JnHrm~ry. 
In 1800, at 11 1I11\ctillg, culled" to tnk \ into considera­

tion the steps takell by th \ Magistrat s nnd Council for 
procuring a supply of graill lIud other provisions, for the 

inhabitants in this time of thrcntenell scarcity," thcy 
" authorized the Dean of Guild to subscribe 5001. in 
),lame of this House, in order to make good any eventual 
loss that may be sustained in carrying the plan into 

effect." 
In 1803, 5001. waS voted to assist in defraying the 

expens~s of a Voluntcer Corps in this city, "declaring 
that nothing but the extreme importance, and strong 

necessity of the measure, could induce the House to 
appropriate any part of the funds to any other purpose 

but charitable uses." . 
In 1802, "it was determined that a public mark of 

respect be paid to Mr. Pitt, [by the erection of a statue,] 

\mt 60 nii not to interfere with the funds of the House." 
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In 1807, an application was made by the Earl of 

Eglinton, for the House to become Subscribers to the 

proposed Canal between Glasgow and Ardrossan;­
" and the I-louse .having taken his Letter into considera­
tion, resolved that, as the funds of the House are alto­
gether applicable to charitable purposes, it would be 

impt'oper to subscribe:" 
In 1809, it was agreed to assist in the erection of the 

Lunatic Asylum, but" thnt it wOllld Ilot h· expediellt, 
in the state of the fllllds, to Hllhscl'ihc 1l10"C than soot. 

In the samo Y Ill', 211. Wll~ vot 11 to assist in defraying 

the exp fi SC of Il survoy, for It proposed rail-way to 

Bel'wick-upoll-Twce(\; but in 1811, the House resolved 
not to interfere further. 

In 1811, "the House authorized the Dean of Guild 

to subscribe 21l. for the relief of the British prisoners in 
France." 

Since 1811, there has been no appl'OpnatlOn of the 
funds, except to the peculiar objects of the JI~stjtlltion. 

. Zd, STATE OF EXPENDITURE. 

IN 1(;61, the Expenditure of the House, converted fmm 
Scots money into Sterling, was as follows: 

Quarterly pensions, .. . . . ... ........ . ....................... . . L.16 6 S 

Montllly do. • ............ ........ ......... .. ........ .. 5 1'1 0 

'Varrunts, [ II0W called Precepts] ...................... .. 17 0 2 

Sundries, l not specifi ed] ................ . .................. . 25 9 st 
Part of building the Hospital, .......... ................ . 280 17 6.lJ ) 

1 !.r 

L.375 8 1 
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In 1755, it stood as follows; 

Auldhouse Mortifications, .•... •... ··•··• 

Govan's 
Dona!dson's 

Moll's 

do ....... .... . .. .. 
do ............. .. 
do ............... . 

Luke's do ....... ........ . 

Bell and Thoroson's do. .. ...... .. .... . 

1..79 8 8 

34 7 5 

12 10 0 

3 1.5 0 

8 6 8 

It 2 2 

-----
Pensions-5 Quartet·s, .... .................... " ........ .. 
Precepts, and orders by the D eulI 01' Gui lt!, .......... .. 

Town's Hospital-owing, .......... ..... ....... .. ....... .. 
Lady Craiaend's Annuity, .... ............ ..... ........... . 

Charges, .. ~ ... ~............................. 1..29 6 4 
Clerk, ............................. ....... 5 10 0 

149 9 1 t 

2 10 18 2 

4 7 0 

80 0 0 

11 13 4 

Ofliccr, .................. ... ............... S 6 8 
38 S 0 

L.521 11 5 

. The following iH It llulsi(ieli stnt ment of the Expen-

d
. r \\ \U 18 1" tl) Itlllllcllll\S 1817. . lture, 11'0111 lUll Cllll . v 

1. CIl AllI'I'AII .... : l) IH'I'1l 11l nONS. 

( 1.) MO.nTIFlCIl 1·IONS; 

Auldho\lsc.-9 Apprentice }"'ees at] 
Sl. 11$, ljd. each, ...... ... ... ...... . 

L.50 0 0 

834 Do. -1 Bursar, ....•.... ....... ---- L .58 3 1: 

'> 
Govan' •. -6 Mell at 41. Ss. lOj{I' l 

each, .... ...................... .......... . . 

-1 1\1un ut llo. hnlf. ycnr, 

26 13 4 

2 4 5-rtr 

Donahbon's.-2 WomCII nl fj l . 
RllTcull's. -1 do. 
Graham's. -1 do. 

............................. 

. ......................... .. . . ................. .......... . 
Moll's. -1 do. 

. ........................ ... . 
Luke'S. 
Peter 's. 

Aird's. 

_1 1\lan, .............. ... ....... ................. . 
-1 do ........ ... .............................. .. 

-1 Woman, .......... • .. ·• .. • .. ••••• .... ·• .. • .. •• 

28 17 9J\ 
10 0 0 
500 
400 
1 10 0 

1l 2 2 
868 

511 IT\ 
16 13 4 

Thomson's i.Ul.d BcU's.-Sumlry !Small sums, ........... · 
Carried over, ......... ----

H 
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\2.) l'ENSIONS; Brought over, ......... L.l~.. "'I!" 
7 Men and Women, ...... at 251. each, ••.•••••••• 0'0 ....... . 

I Family, ........................................................... .. 
8 l\o[en and Women, •••.•• at 2Ot. each, ................. . 
1 Woman, ............................................ ............ . 
6 l\Ien and 'VorneD, •••••• at 151. each, ................. . 
4 ditto. .. .... at 1!1l. each, ........ ~ .... : .. . 
8 ditto. .. .... at lOt. each, ................ .. 
3 ditto. .. .... at 8l. each, ................ .. 
I Woman, .....•..•.•....•....•....••..•............•..•....•..•.•.• 
S Men and Women, ...... at St. each, ........ ......... . 

Deduct proportiollB fallen by death, 
(3.) PRECEPTS; 

1 Woman, ......................................................... . 
I Man, .. .................................... ........................ . 
J Woman, ..... .. ........................ ............... ... ....... . 
5 Men and Women, .. .... I t Ill. each . ............ ........ . 
1 Woman, ........ ....................... ........ .... .......... : ... 

{ t .) 7'OWN'S 1I0S1'1TAL ; 

175 0 0 
24 0 0 

160 0 0 
16 0 0 
90 0 0 
48 0 0 
80 0 0 
24 0 0 
600 

15 0 0 

638 0 0 
700 

o 0 
IQ 0 0 
800 

25 0 0 
3 00 

Annual Contribution, .•••••••••••.•••••••••... ~ ••••.•••.••••••••.••.••••.•••..• 

(1.) REGULAR CHARGES; 
n . CHARGES. 

Collector's Sa1ary, ............. ............. . 
Clerk's .do. .. ........................ . 
Officer's do. .. ....................... .. 
Assistant Officer's do . .................... . 

(2.) INCIDENTAL CHARGES; 

LEO 0 0 
25 0 0 
30 0 0 

o 0 
106 0 0 

Repairs, Property Tax, Public Burdens, Law Ac..l 
counts, Advertisements, 4-c. ........................... 133 5 9 

f", ' " • 

71 0 • 
I 

lIO 0 ~ 

133 Il tI 

'fotal Expenditure, ......................................... : ................ , .. J" I,WO 10 1/, 

Whkh, deducted rroln the n.venue, .............................. ....... l,S75'~ 

Produced an increase of Stock, of .......................................... L.17. 14 oh 

• 
GENERAL RESULT. 

The followjng Table exhjbits, in one point of vjew, 
the analysed and progressive state of the finances of the 
House for ten years past'*'. 

• The increase of the casual income in 1809, was owing to Burgess 
tines, a Legacy, fines from Counsellors, and Matriculations--and in 1812, 
to the sum of 2,1 72/. 1 Os. 1I d. received from the Trustees on the Broom­
ielaw Harbour, for ground belonging to the House, assessed by a jury; 
deducting 5501. witb interest, paid to the Delftfield Company, for tit,. 
"alue of a servitude. 

·a •• """adx:/: 
IV/oJ. 

' I'UJ,(KlUI IV/DJ. 

'"If,uv.? ,,,.If,,,, •• :) 

' /V/!fiSOH S, """'J. 
01 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

a2\ 

THE p~ec~ing s~atement of the Funds wa~ compiled in 
the begmnmg of September. Since that time a material 
alteratioll has taken pI act;,' of which it n;w becomes 
necessary to present a short ACCOUIII. 

s· 1. Property in Bridge9at'{!. 
) 

IN 1816, the attention of the House was directed to the 
dormant and unproductive state of this property~ In­
dependently of the building in Bridgegate-&treet, there 
was a considerable extent of vacant groun,d, and the 
revenue that was deriv.ed from the whole, am91mted 
only to 89t. 15s. 'it< Even that return was precarious 
from the condition of the llIIOPH, Hncl thl lIitl~ntion of th; 
tcnnnts. It, tllc/'djwl', bt'cmne thc iJlc\Jm~nt dut of 
the managers of this public trust, to direct tJbeir se~o' . m 
attentIOn to the su~jec.t;. to exert the same v~gilance that 
would be used by mdlVlduals, i.n similar circumstances; 
and to convert the property to a profitable account. 

A Committee was accordingly appointed to consider 
of th~ best mod~ of a~com~lishing this object, and they 
~ere Jl)v~sted. With dlscretIOnar,Y powers, subject to the 
general .dlrectIOns of the House. As the original form 
of ~he ~round rendered it insusceptiblc of impro'1ement, 
their views were first .pointed .to .the acquisition of as 

• See page 1l6. 
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mudl of ,the adjoining property as 'Wlould brjng the 
whole roto .a useful and disposable shape, This cIJd, 
after much oonsultation alltI cxertlljoo, they at last /rl' ... 
feeted. Tbey then or.dcred a oorreot measurement I)f 
the whole; ,dir.ected an improving p1110 t.o be prepare(l; 
and Qbtained, fl'@ID oxperienced judges, .an estimate of 
the value, wbich amountctl to 694,01. iOs. 2(/. Having 
proceeded so fal', ~hey next .collsidered wltetb.er it would 
be m@st for <the advantage.o( their c(i)nitituents to r~tain 

and improve the property, or to dispose of <it to the best 
advantage, and 3()ply the funds to ,more advisable ao, 
count. After due neliberation on all the pojnts of the 
callC,~on the nature and situataon @f die gr0lUild,--,on 
the subjoct of the House emba'rking their capital in 
sllch a 1011>111) r,- und, 011 th· comparntj,ve returns and 
benefits that mlgl~t b /\lItioipnL d from a diftilrcnt in .. 
lVestment,-they adopt ·d ~h rCRolutioll that it would be 
most for tho ,illte/'ckt of th 11011110 to dispo$c of the 
whole property, iboth origiJlulnllclncqui!'od. They then 
sllbmittedl their procedure, ~(ll'epONied pt'ogress to the 
Hous~;~stated their unammous opinion that a sale 

. would .be extoodient;~detailed bhe mode in which they 
conceived the highest price wou'ld be .0btaintjCl;....-.,and, 
in the event of ~be", decision being adopted, necom­
·mended that, willbQut cnoroaching on the present re­
'sources for .charitable purposes, a new Hall should be 
erected, in a more central part of the City, ,where the 
access would be more cOI;wenient, the .situation !lIlorc 
agreeable, the return more productiv,e, and the appear­
ance more suited to the present state of tQe mer\c.aot~le 

corporation of Glasgow. A narrative of the whole 
proceedings of the Committee is contained in -their ne .. 
port, which is presented in the Appendix. 
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The House having met on the 22d August to consider 
of this important subject, after mature deliberation, they 
approved of the Report; ordered the property to be 
advertised for public sale, on the loth September, at the 
upset price of 70001.; directed the price to be converted 
into a feu-duty, redeemable at 20 years purchase; au­
thorised a loan for ten years of ,a sum equivalent to the 
price, to be secured on the buildings, at 5 per cent. 
interest; reserved the steeple, with a proper access: 
restricted, for the purpose of pl"V nting injury to its 
appearance, the height of' the tenement in front, to 
~6 feet; ngrccd to tho propriety of a new Merchants 
Hall, Ilnd remitted to the same Committee, to inquire 
and report as to the most eligible situation, the archi­
tectural style, and the requisite arrangements; and re­
turned their thanks to the Dean of Guild, and the 
other members of the Committee, for their attention 
to the interests of the House. 

The property was accordingly advertised repeatedly 
. in all the Glasgow Newspapers, anll, on the loth Sep­
tember, WIlS expolI d by pubJi 'LUClioll, but 110 per on 

\ 

appeared to 011' r the upset pl'ice. The sale was, there-
fore, adjourned, and the House authorised the Dean of 
Guild and Committee to conclude by private contFact. 
This they effected, by disposing of the whole to Messrs. 
William and James Carswell, in terms of the articles of 
roup, at 75001. 

The effect of this arrangement on the funds of the 
House, will be as follows: 

Price of the whole Property • .................................... L.75oo 0 0 
• Deduct amount of Purchases. ............... .... .............. 2755 0 0 

Leaves proeeeds of the original Property • ..................... L.4765 0 0 
The valuation of which in the Books. as in page 45. is ... 700 0 0 

Creating an increase in the Estimate of Stock. of .......... .. L.4065 0 0 
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The sum in the hands of the City will be reduced, m 

consequence of this transaction, as follows: 
1 

L.15650 0 0 
Prescnt amount of bonded Money ................... ;. ....... ~ • 
Deduct price of Ground in Clyllc- Street .... L. J 02" 0 
Do. sum to be advanced to Messrs. Can;wc\ls. 7500 0 0 

8525 0 0 

. '-I f ...................... L.5125 0 0 
J.eavmg a om ance 0 ..................... .. 

The annual revenue to be received from Messrs. Cars­
wells, the purchasers of the property, payable half-yearly, 

will be as follows: 

Feu-duty. being the Interest of the Price. 75001. con
-} 

vcrtcd illto a Feu ..... ........ • ...... • .............. : .. : .. .. 
IntercKt ClII 10lln of 75001. to be secured on bUlldings I 

en the ground, ................................... ...... .. .. 

L.375 0 0 

375 0 0 

L.750 0 0 

§.2. Casual In.come. 
. F E t if Members. Owing to the exertions 
1st, ROM n rJ . has been ob-

hich have been made, a large acceSSIOn . 
w '11 t d The number of tained, and more are 8tl expec e . . . 

M b . who have already subscnbed, smce the 
new em ers . . 1 10 
date of the last statement, is 210, wluch at 10. s. 

each, is 22051. . b 
2d, From But'gess Fines. A minute scrutmy has een 

made of the inhabitants within the Ro~alty, who ~av~ 
. 'th t paVlng the fine for been carrying on busmess, WJ ou J - • 

freedom. This duty was postpon.ed last year, m conse-

quence of the situation of the times, and even ~t pr~e:;, 
when inability was pleaded, delay has b~n mvana. Y 
granted so that there could be no imputation of seventy. 
Beside ~otices in the Newspapers, letters were repeatedlf 
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written to' the non-entrants, and several Courts have been 

held, to judge of the cases, arjd compel the recusants w,ho 

had no excuse. The consequence has been a consider­

able number of entries, both as M erchants and Trades­

men: although a great many are yet only gradually 

commg forward. The sum accruing to the M erchants 

House, from this source, at the present date, is .5] 41. 

§. 8. R esult. 

THE additiOIl to the E stimate of Stock, by the 

sale of the Property in Bridgegate, as already 
stated, is •..•.••. . •.•••.•••..••••••••••••.••••••••••••• ~4005 

And the accession to the Funds, from the 

two sources now explained, viz. 
From Entry of M embers, ............... £2205 

From Burgess Fines, ................... .. 51 4 
271 9 

Will form a totnl i ll "CHHCl or 't) k J' -;;---cc· , 0 ..... .. ...:;6724· 

REPORT 
OU' T In): 

~ommttttt of tbc jlTltrcbnnt~ 1i~Ott~t, 
FOR 

Improving the Property. 

-_ .. ,---_ ....... _---
2 1st AUGUST, 1817. 

------------
REFERRIN G to tho Minuto of' th lTousc, l\atcI\ 11th Feh­
ruary last, by which your COJnmi tt II W ' I'( invoHtcc\ with 
discretionary pow 'rij, to COlnpl· t the pUl'chnsu of thc ground 
and houscs contiglloll to ylllll' 1'1'1)> I' t,Y, Oil ~ lI ch turms as 
may appUlu' to IHJ 1,,.· the int.or ·~ t of' the Ilousc, they will 
now proceed to report Pl'ogl·U8S. 

It will be recollected, in the first illstance, whllt thc situa­
tion of your property was, previously to any addition. In 
the front of Bridgegate-Stl'eet, it extended 80 feet, being 
the length of the present building. The line on the southern 
extremity was 87 feet, hut owing to the alterations which 
had taken place, and to the formation of Clyde-Street along 
the River, which superseded the old narrow lane at the 
bottom of the GUl'dl!ll, it becallle indispensably necessary 
to purchase the intervening space, so as to make Clyde­
Street the southern boundary. So far back as 17th July 
1810, the House came to a resolutioll that it would be ad­
visable to purchase the ground in question. It is unneces­
sary to recapitulate the various communications with the 
Magistrates and Council on this subject. It is sufficient to 
state, that, on the 9th December 1815, the business was 
ultimately concluded, in a manner at once honourable to 
the Corporation, and advantageouR to this House. 657 
aquare yards were thus obtained, at the rate of Two Guineas 
for about onc-half, and One Guinea for the other, amounting 
in all to 102f:i l. Ss. 

I 
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The. acquisition of this round h . > 
rendenng your propert . g I ' ow ever, was far from 
extent from east to west r,0mp ete. The narrowness of the 
opinion of professional ju frllled 

sach an o~long, as, in the 
posal-being too broad f' (ges, prevented Its beneficial dis-

fi d 
i' or one row of hou ' > d 

ne 101' two. To the east th > (l" , • ses, an too con-
Slaughter-house Lane 'h.' e ;oarden IS bounded by the 
any addit ion in that q~al~~c l~h thr eclulded the possibility of 
effecting the object was b r ,---: he ?Ll y mode, therefore, of 
16 to 20 feet beyo~d th y pUl e aSlllg on the west. About 

l
e extremity of the b . . 

t lere runs a close parallel t th present Ulldmg, 
gate to Clyde-Street, and ~ e west~rn ~all, fr?m Bridge­
property within this line th y ~urcl~asmg <ll~ the llItervening 
would bc so m\l~h 111 '. ~lgl oUl~e lW)OI,.glllg t.o the House 

. ' . ' III gC! , n ~ to 1Illllllt f . ' 
butlull1g's, With 11 street of 2 r. ~. o . two lOWS ot 
the auditioI1ul IICCeSIl of t) ~ et I~ the cetltre, and with 
SI~~l;htcl'-house Lune on t)~~ ~:I~~.C C ose on the west, and 

lhe property . . 
was. however, ve :.I~ ({;R~~~ftn~o ~IU~ de~ir~le in its object, 
a great variety of persons som e/cfiUlre. It belonged to 
and others a remote inter~st' ~t 0 w o~ had an immediate, 
of all these parties was 1lI1 s possessIOn, and the consent 
purpose bf forming a vali;:~edssea,::! tto Ib~ lobtained, for the 

It Id b ""c ua 'tIt e. ' 
wou e superfluous t d . h . m~ration of the delays and 0 b ~ta;n t ~ meet~ng by an enu· 

mlttee had thus to conten~ sbat; es ;::Ith wluch your Com­
mounted, by the com lete ' ut . w !Ch they at last sur­
question, and on the v~r I purchase of a!1 the property in 
be ,practicable-indeed Yl owest )terms which were fhund to 
skill ed judges to b t)) ' •• °lw 1'1 t 1I111 th Y were Itc\visec\ by 

LI VI\ 1I ' . 

A summary of the whole is as follows : 

'l'l~e House~ ~nd Ground formerly belong- Rent. 
In'bto Wllltam Meikle 

o. do. to Mal:ga~~t'M:"C~~h'''''' £34 15 
Do. do. to John Gilmour ,.. . 30 0 
Do do h' ' ....... 45 0 

• • to t e CI'ty of Glasgow, 14 7 

WJ
' I In all, .......... £124 2 llC I added to tl . .. ................ .. 

Price. 

£395 
385 
580 
350 

£17lO 
t' le price paid to the Cit 
. or the Ground formerly ac uired y q ,...................... 1025 

Makes the total amount of PUJ'chas ' ---es ...... ............... £2735 

The original quantity of Ground r
he 

present extent is was ...... 2038 Square Yards. 
......................... 3289 do 

Making an increase of --, ' ........................ 1251 do. 
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AlthQugh it was highly eligible to acquire these old houses 

for the purpose of ameli()Tllting thu 111'operty, your Com­
mittee were well satisfu~c\ that it was by no means desirable 
to retain them, with the Qbject of permanent revenue. The 
rents, aJ\hough affording 1I00oillally a consitlurable return, 
are not only difficult to collect. from the number o{'the tenants, 
\>ut, fro~n their po'Vert.y, lire extl'umuly preca\'iQus ; amI nO 
consideration would have i'ndlleod your Committee to make 
s\lch an invest!1lent, but th() meN view of i\llproving your 
property, and bringing tllu wholo il\to a saleable sha(1e. 
Tltis ~mp beillg now cti'ected, it renlains to adopt the ulterIOr 
resolutions of effecting the disposal. 

In deliberating on this plan, the {irst subject which 
occupied the consideration of your Con,mittee, was the 
propriety of retaining the present Hall. That the Merchants 
HOl\8e of such a great commercial City, should ha"e a place 
of Tlleeting suited to the respectability of their Corporation, 
there cllule\ be but one opinion. The present building was 
renewl)ll hi itij present form so fllr back as 1659, which is 
more thl\o U cOlltl\l'y alld a half; and when it is considered 
what was thu stl\t of th ' City lit that poriou, how smlill was 
the nl,lmber of itl! )lop"\(ltioll, 1111\1 how l' ~lri ct ,\1 the extent 
of its trade, OOlll lUll'tJll wiLh Lho 1" 'I)iI 'lIt sitUlltillll of ttIC 
Town, it flIU Rt hu m\mitt 1I lllllt, ""uh 1\11 'ijtllblis\In)Ol1 t cqn­
ferrell tILl high 'st 'l'I)I\it {Ill lh I'lIbll ' Ml' il'it ot' the Merchant~ 
of that Jay, who ruisOII th' r 'qlli ~ltu ' fUII(ls chiutly \.ly VQI-

u{ltary subscriptiQn, A. very lllaterial change, hQwever, has since taken place. 
At thl;1t til;ne the population did not probably amount to 
8000, and there was not a single foreign vessel belonging to 
the port. Tbe l3ridgegute, which was then the mo~t 
fI~~p~ctllble anu fashionable part of the Town, has now become 
the resiucnce chiefly of the inferior classes, with an awkwaT<l 
ac~eas, ~lllIl a s~i ll Il,Qrc ohjcc~iona\lle vicinity. Even in 
pomt of cconOlllY, the rUl1t of the Hall, estimating a fair 
val\j.e for the gro\j.nu retained in an unprouuctive state, can 
not, for many years back, be clilculttted at less than 15Ql. 

per annum. 
It has, however, been suggested to your Committee, that a 

suita~le aall m,ight be built on your present property, 
frontmg Clyde. Street, and they have maturely considered 
the p~·oposition. The chief and radical objection still,recurs­
the sItuation. Suppo~ing that this ground <lid not belong at 
all tn tl~e House, it is not to Pe presp.med th~t they :would 
ever tlunk of selecting such a place. Now, the Cl}se is 
exactly similar, for the area is of the same value to the 
House for selling, as it would be for purchasing. Besides, 
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if a part of the property were retained for this purpose, it 
might materially afiect the price of the remainder, as it 
might interfere with the plans of the buyer. Your Com­
mittee are clearly of opinion, therefore, that a scite ought> 
to be chosen, which would not only be more productive for 
the rent of the attached building, but in all respects be 
preferable for the occupation of so respectable a body. 
Such a situation, your Committee are satisfied, may easily 
be procured in a genteel and central part of the Town; and 
although different situations have occurred to them, they 
abstain from particul ars, till such time as they receive in­
structions from the House. 

It has likewisc ue 'n J1rClIIO~(, c1 lliul: III HtlnHC sllould 
purchase the Town ll ll ll at t IC CI'I)H~ ; hut supposing every 
other dilli 'ul ty to h ' I'C1I10VI' d , it is slIJficient to state, that 
the Cor~ol't\~ioll of the City havc determined not to dispose 
of'it. rher call, howevcr, exist no doubt, that the appli­
cation of the llollse fot' the use of' that Hall, till such tIme 
os a new one be erected, will meet with that polite and 
immediate acquiescence, which has distinguished the com­
munications between two such Corporations. 

Thus situated, your Committee were prepared to enter on 
the subject of the disposal of the property in Bridgegate. 
They accordingly first ordered a correct plan of the whole, 
to be made out by Mr. Kyle,' Surveyor. They next directed 
sketches to be drawn of the mode for improving to the best 
account-one of which was furnished by Mr. Kyle, and the 
other by Mr. Shepherd. In the thirc1 plu ", they put these 
materials illto the hllIHI ~ of' MlJ~NI'R . J/o\ll'l't ]lcl'ri " Williolll 
Itoc1g 'I', III}(I ,Jlnlll 'H 'UI'HWI' II , three or the most able and 
experienccd judges in the City, and requested these Gentle­
men, after minutely examining the whole property, to report 
their opinion. 

The result is now laid before the House, and is as follows:-

" Glasgow, 1st Au{!,Ust, 1817 • 

.lAMES EWING, Esq. Dean of Guild; 
SIR, 

"Ve, at your desire, have inspected the 
Merchants House Property, in Bridgegate-Street, with the 
view of giving our opinion of its value, which is as follows:-

1st, The front to the Bridgegate, including the old 
materials, fot' 55 feet back, we value at 5Z. per square yard. 

2d, The front to Clyde-Street, measuring 50 feet back, 
we value at 2l. 28. per square yard. 
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9d, The remaining intermediate ground, we value at ll. 5s. 

per square yard. M K I s 
It will be necessary ;you send the plan to r. ye, so, a 

, th uantlty of' ground in each lot, accordlDi to asccrtalll e q 
to the valuation.-We arc, &,c. 

( SIgned) 
WILLIAM lloDOEIt. 

.lAMES CAllSWELL. 

ltODEIt'f FERltlE." 

Agreeably to the recommendation of, these GentIemen'r 
I, d t M' Kyle tor the purpose 0 

the plan was de Ivere 0, I. !, f th whole. 
formin an exact mensuratIOn and estImatIOn 0 e, . 
A min~lte description was accordingly made out, which III 

I laid before the House, but which it would be superBu­
a so hI' fi Hows' ous to transcribe. T e resu t IS as 0 • 

Sq, Yds. 

Lot 1st., Fronting Bridgegate, ... 591.~ at 5Z ...... £295f 1~ ! 
211, do. Clylle-Street, 719.0 at 42s.... 151

3 
17 

311, llclllllill ing Groulld, ... ~ at 25s.... 247 9 

Toted, ................ 9289.7 • £6940 10. 12 
, 4"'s Old l' I' H( IUlIl' yorcl, includmg the matcrIU 6. averagmg ~. 'l • , 

, , 11 \ 1 c m IIt8 your Committee After recClvlIlg It t I M lOll , 

met to consider whnt WllH 1,11 1I10~ t 'ligibl ' course ~o pursuer 
The first quostioll w(\H the 011', l orlLL 801r ~n ~he e ~~t~:a~e 
the House, on the presumptIOn t lat t 10 a ov 
could be realizoo. d th 

The total value, in~luding the old property an e £694<J 
late purchases, Is .................... ·: ........ · .. 

d 
.... b· .. And to ascertain the real augmentation of fU!1 S Y 

a sale, there falls to be deducted from thiS sum, 
1st, The amount of the recent purch.ase, ... £279i 
2d The principal SUII1 of tt,lO rental of 

, the old prop rty, VIZ. 
Foul' ,Shops let, ..................... £86 
The HaB valued, if let, at.. ...... 50 

£136 
At 10 years purchase, is .............. .. £1360 

4095 

Thus making an actual increase of capital, .......... £2845 

In estimating the value of the old property, ind:end~n,tly 
of the ground, your Committee were directe~ by e opmlOJt 
o~ Mr. Clclund, who afforded them every alSlstance. 
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In another point of view, if the va,lue Qfthe whole be •.. £6940 

Deduct amount of Purchases, ....••.••....... , ......... , 27S5 

Leaves ........••.....................•....••...•..... , •..... .. . :1:4205 
as the proce~ds of the original property of the Merchants 
House. . This sum at ~rese~t 'yiel~s only 891. per annum of 
rent,. which, fr~m the situatIOn of the tenants, occupying old 
and m~ommodlOus shops, is not well paid, as repairs are 
expensive, and sequestrations more than once have become 
necessary. 

~akin~ every circu~stanee into vie~, and after maturely 
dehb~r~tmg on 'the subject, your Committee are unanimously 
of opmlOn, that the wholo prop rty, a8 it now &l.Bnde should 
immediately be brought into tilt mark t. ' 
- T~~re is 0110 r '~ervl1tion whi(lh it, is scarcely necessary to 
specdy! and th~t IS the .slecph,-which unquestionably must 
be retamed entire, a8 an ornament to the City, with a servi­
tudt: of acces8., ,It also formed a subject of' consideration, 
~heth~r a pr~vl810n should be made as to the plall ,of build­
lng, with a view of showing off the spire from its base' but 
as the lower hal~ consists of a naked square tower, and;s the 
whole el~~ance IS cQn~neli to the upper part, it waS consid­
ered suffiCient to restrict the height of the tenements in front, 
so as to preserve the appeanmce up.injured. 

The rwxt que,stion which your Committee considered, was 
the terms of di$posal. First, they are of' opinion, that it 
oug~t ~o be expolle~, to public ~le, by an advertisement, 
sp~cI~ymg the reqUisite particulars; and 1\8 1\ part of the 
bUlldmgs may pe comp)tltcd b rOff,) WhitHun,lay, if b gun 
~oon, the day of "ale Rhould not b at u di~tant pori oil :-an 
mterval of t~rf,)c woeks may be 8utficiel1t. Seconc;lly, as to 
the. ul'~et pflce, they are of' opiniQQ thM it lihould):le 70001. 
~hICh IS only 60t. above the estimated val~, Ilnd \f this sum 
IS not ?ffered, that your Committel! shol.dd be authi'ri~ed to 
sell privately, at the best price that can be QPta~ned not un­
der the estimate ,of 69401. Thirdly, ~hat a loan, ~f money 
sho~ld be advanced from the funds of the HOQse, tQ be paid 
at different stages. of the buildings, as usual, and to be se­
cured on ,the premises, at ~he rate of 5 per cent.:-and with 
respect to the e~tent of thiS advlUl~,that it IIhould be equi­
valent to the price of the property-that is, if the sale be 
made at 70001. the loan should be the same, and so on as to 
75001. or any othllr ~qrIJ~tlw time~ 1ilIQ terms of f'epIlY!l1ent 
to. be a matter of stipulation, in the discretion of the Com­
ml~tee. 11he amount in the hands of the City is above 
12,00(}1.; '6nd as there is Ilt pl'csent 'no difficu1ty in procuring 
money oD"lmch ell,cel'lent security, It will not subject the 
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Corporation to any inconvenience, especiall~ as the advance 
will be partial. There is another advantage III the,loan, that 
if the interest fall below 5 per cent. that rate Will be thus 
secured. Foutthly, as a still farther encourn,gement to pur­
chasers, that the price should be conver~ed lIItO, a feu-duty, 
redeemable at 20 years' ,Purchase. As zncome I,S the great 
object with the House, thiS mode of ~ett~ement Will prove, no 
detriment while on the other hand, It Will enhance the J.>flce. 
Lastly, that as the plan does not pro~erly ud~lit of pu!ution; 
as it will save much trouble alld difficulty In tho dlHposal; 
and, as it is of consequence. to se<;ure, builalers of capital and 
respectability, in a transactIOn wluch ,IS to be of a ye~m~nent 
nature, the property should be soh!. 'm o?,e lot. r~ls IS the 
decided opinion of,persons conversant With t~e subJect. 

With respect to a new Hall, your Committee beg leave 
£artlier to state, that, in addition to the increased capi~l 
whiclt will arise from the sale of the property, the Dean of 
Guild ha reported, that he has now raise~ above 20001. from 
the admill8ioll of M robors, and hopes still to augment the 
number; Illllllik Wil4(l, \llfLt overy excrti0!l has been made to 
compel the utry of burgessl 8, from which about 5001. fur­
ther may be eXllOct d. lJlllhlf tholl -ir UIONtunc 8, and as 
it is confidontly hop ,I, dml th~ , lJll' r~l\lIti!u interest of th,is 
gtellt City will mllll1~ th ~plrl~ 01, \l10ll' prcdc~esso~s m 
1659, by ad QUilt prlvl\l c()lltrlblltI01l8, youI' Committee 
are of opinion, tlUlt It. tluitllbl, M r -hllntll J h~~1 mny now be 
erected, without any cncrouc1l1l1cnt 01\ the IIlCOIllC of ~he 
House for charitable purposes; and that, by u due attentIOn 
t(} the mode of building, such an establishment may even be 
made a source of additional revenue. They, therefore, sub­
mit to the House, that a resolution be now passed, declara­
torf or the propriety of a new Hall, an~ ~hat Y0';1r Committee 
be Instructed to inquire into the rcqulslte"partlculars, as t.o 
situation and archltecturalnrrangement, and report their 
opinion to thi. House. 

.TA. EWING. 

.TOHN WARDROP. 
DANIEL MACKENiIE. 
,.TAMES DENNISTOUN. 
SAMUEL HUNTER. 
WILLIAM .TAMIESON. 
RO. THOMSON, .TUN. 
.T AMES HILL. 
WILLIAM AITKEN. 
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LETTER OF GUILDRY. 

--_ ...... _- .... ,_ .. , 
PREVIOUS PROCEDURE. 

ON 8th ,N?vemI;>er 1604, the whole body of the Merchant 
rank, . ~lthIn th!s Bur~h anti City of GIllsgow, who was 
present In the City, helllg OIlV"1I 'd to 'o ll ~ lIlt uhout Some 
contraversies iilllell out b ,twixt Ihem and the Craftsmen of 
the said Burgh, and their llssistant,s, 101' settl ing whereof, and 
good ordel' to he taken concel'JlJJlg both for contraversies 
br-g~ll e.. an(,' in time coming, which may fa ll out for 
(!JsqUJe~JJlg, of the Members of tl~e whole body and common­
wel~ of tillS Burgh, has all" with, one consent, after ripe 
a?vlsements and matUi'e deliberatIOn, thought most expe­
dient to choose and elect, as, by these presents, chooses 
~nd elects these .pe~sons followi~g, viz. William Anderson, 
Thomas Mu:e, ballll~s; Matthew Turnbull, William Stirling, 
George MUlr, Archlbald Faulls, John Dickson Thomas 
Brow,n, James Inglis, Robert Adam, James Bell, ~nd James 
Flemmg, merchants; Commissioners for them, to consult, 
rea,son, treat, agree, and conclude, upon all heads and 
ar~lcles to be proponed ~nd .giv n, il~ b '(jll'e th 111 , hy the 
salds C~aftsmen and, th '11' (;ClJIIIIIIHHIOII ' J'~ ; IlIU' cHpecially 
conce~nlng the el ctlon 0(' n Dcan of Gi ld, his power und 
authority, acts and statutes, as concerns the liberty and 
enlarging of bot~ the ranks of Merchants and Craftsmen 
noways hurtful or prejudicial to the common-well of thi~ 
Burgh, with liberty to the saids Cemmissioners to nominate 
and elect one or more in the place of any of them who shall 
happen to be absen~, and to conveen, at such time and places 
as they and the saId Crafts, Commissioners, or these to be 
elect~d to fill the numbel> shall c~n~lude concerning the 
premIses; and what the salds Commissioners concludes, the 
body o~ the ~erchant, rank present obliges them to abide 
thereat, III all tIme commg, but contradiction. 

In,wltness wher~of, the said Merchants required me Nottar 
Publi~k, under wrrtten, to subscrive these presents for them, 
as their common clerk for the time, in name of them all at 
day, month, and year foresaid. ' 

( Signed ) JOHN CRAlG, N. P. 
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On Bth November 160-10, the 1>eacons {If the Crafts of 
Glasgow, for the!llselves, and § name ~nd behalf of the 
rOlllllll ' nt of their brethren and community, conveened to 
conlllllt ahout some contraversies fallen out betwixt th~m 
und the Merchant rank of the said Burgh" and for, settlmg 
the same in good order, as also all other thmgs which here­
tofore has fallen out, {lr any ways hereafter may ellsue or 
fa ll out for disquieting the members o~ one body and, com­
mon-well, has, all with one consent .. with mature dcllbora­
tion, thought most meet and convelllent to ch?ose and elect, 
as, by these presents, chooses and c1ect~ 1 for them elvl:!s, 
and in name and behalf of the commullIty, these persons 
followinO' viz. John Anderson, baillie; Robert Rowat, Mr. 
Peter L~w, Duncan Semple, John MU,ir, skipper; James 
nraidwood Gavin Hamilton, James Fisher, John Scott, 
'J'hulJ1t\s IC~l\side, D avi d Shearer, and WilIiam Muir, Com­
lIIi HK inll 'rH Cor them, to consult, reason, and conclude, upon 
Il l! 1I1'Ii cl 'H to Lw proponed, and t~ be given in, before them 
lIy.lu M, rdlllllt Il'Iulc, tIIl(1 cspc~lally co~cel'l1mg the elee­
tlnll Ill' 11 1)""11 ul' Oilel, lIIul III IllS council and power; and 
lik wiMI! 1'011('111' 111111( Mlldl 1l('IH IIlId HI 11 tu I :8 us, 'onc l'llS the 
liherty 1\111.1 • IIlnl'l(llIl( Hf' 1.1 HI Cm/IN !lilt! lh 11: IIHHI,"tllllt llIIVHy~, 
nowllyN I'r(IJ IHIl()lu l III tic e·UIIIIIU)II · WI.II I IVllh liberty to the,lr 
ni(\H '(IIIIIIIIHWI IlIll'!'M 1(1 11(1111 1111111 1111(\ '1I'I't 0 11 01' mol'c III 

th' phu'c (If'llIlY of' "1 \11 11 III IIL HIIIIII IIIII'PI'II 10 I>c abse llt, and 
1.0 conv' ' 11 ut tIll' h . lulI lIlul plc,, 'e II H IIH'y 1I1It! lh ' i)'l'rchant 
rank shall think good ; alld whatov 'I' t.h slIitl w 'olJ1l11i/lij ioners, 
or these to be elected to £ill up their nUlllbcr, shall concl ude 
concerning the premises, the De~cons, for t~le~lsclves" and 
others foresaid, shall stand and abide thereat mVlOlably m all 
time to come. 

In witness whereof, the D eacons and community foresaid 
have I'cCfuired me Nottar, underwritten, to subs~rive these 
presents for them, at duy, month, and year foresUld. 

(Signed ) .JOHN ALLISO~, N. P. 

SUBMISSION BETWEEN THE MERCHANTS 4\ND CRAFTS. 

AT Glasgow, the tenth day of Nove~?er, one thousand 
l!ix hundred and four years, We, W.I1cam :A~derso~ ~md 
Thomas Mure, baillies; Matthew TurnbuIl, Wilham Stlrlm,g, 
Jnlllos Fleming, George Muir, John Dickson, James Inglls, 
Archibnld FauIls, Thomas Brown, Robert Adam, fo~ them­
selves und in n"ame and behalf as COl;nmissioners, tukmg th~ 
burth~n fol' tile whole Merchants, jndweIlers in the !'uid. . K 
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13urgli, on the one pat t, and John Anderson, bailIie Robert 
Rbw~t, Mr. P eter L?w' "'" Duncan Semple, Mr: Robert 
HamIlton '*', John MUll', skIpper, James Braidwood Gavin 
Hamilton, James Fisher, John Scott Thomas Fauside 
D avid Shearer, and William Muir, fo; themselves, and i~ 
name and behalf of, and as Commissioners for the whole 
Crafts, their assistants, and community illdwellers in the 
said Burgh of Glas!?ow, on the other par~. 

They, both parties, and as having commission from the 
whole Merchants and Crafts, conveened, reasoned, consulted, 
t~eated, and concluded, an~nt the ,removing of all questions, 
differences, and contraverSleS, wluch has been betwixt the 
said Merchants and Cl'ltfts, !tnd th il' assiHtulltH, 'on ' 'rnillg 
whatsoever ClltlSO 0 1' OCCI\~ ltlll, whcl' ' upon the debate or 
IJuestion may uris ', ill any t ime, betwix t them; and first 
concerning 11 Dellll of Gu ild, the form and manner of hi ~ 
electioll, power, and authority, his 'council and brethren 
thei r clectioll, his privileges and liberties, with all other cir~ 
cumstallces, as etfeirs; and tOI' the better instruction to the 
commoners, we have ordained one or two to travel to Edin­
burgh, to brin~ the)ust cop.}' ?f the Letters of Gildry, with 
the aC.ts ,and libertIes pertammg thereto, either under the 
subSCriptIOn of the Town Clerk of the Burgh of Edinburgh, 
or of any other two Nottars subscription; and sicklike, to 
co~sult and conclude upon such heads, articles, and statutes, 
as IS to be proponed b,r the,Merchant ,t~ade, which any ways 
may tend to the well, lIberties, and prIvll ege~, and enlarging 
of the Merchant ran~, in ,any ways! providinlf always, these 
ac~s, statutes, und lib l'llCS, h wlthotlt: 1,,'uJluJic', in any 
pOl,nt or part, to tho 'Ollllllull-well of the Crafts, and thClr 
assistants. 
, In like manner, they shall treat of, and conclude, concern­
mg the Deacon-Conveener, whoever shall be chosen being 
a most, discreet, wise, and worthy man, among all the ' Crafts, 
for theu' well; and shall further confirm, authorize, and en­
Jarge all the liberties of the Crafts and their assistants in all 
heads ~n? points whi~h, shall be proponed by the saids 'Crafts 
CommISSIOners; prOViding a~ways! thay be neither prejudicial 
to the Merchant t~ade, their aSSistants, and community, or 
common-well of thiS Burgh; and to the effect that all things 
shall be fin~ll Y, e~ded, both the parties has appointed the 
20th day 01 thiS mstant, and the which day, und at such 

, "~~ssrs, P eter Low and Robcrt Hamilton were Physicians, and 
Members of the Incorporation ?f Surgeolls Rnd Barbers; the latter was 
Deacon of the Trade at that perIod. 

t 
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Gther times as shall be thought most CODvenient for meeting , 
if it should happen the suids parties to conclude upon the 
heads, Ktatutes, and articles, for t.he, wcll of' both Merc~ants 
and Crafts their assistants, COJnmulll ty, and successors, III all 
time comi;,g, and yet not IIgrceing in the whole heads pro­
poned by ei ther of the pat:ti '8, or bot.h Merchnnts un d Crafts ; 
In that case we have, With both Olll' consents, chosen Mr. 
D avid Weel~s and Mr. Johll Bell , milli stcrs, togcther with 
two Merchants und two CraftsJJtell of .Edinburgh, tu , be 
judges and oversmen; pruv ided they 11,' chosen by ,both ?UI' 

consents; the which judges shall receIve botlt tltelr cl a litiS 
and briefs, with answers, rights, and reasons llIade thereto ; 
which, being heard and considered by them, shall conclude. 
according to their consents, upon all heads ~nd answers 
questionable; and shall be set down, by them, III due for~, 
for bntl! our wells, not prejudging t~e common-well ?f thIS 
Illll'Kh j ill doing of which, we oblige us, ~oth parties, to 
I4tl\"II nhillo, und fulfil , the decreet and delIverance of the 

lIill ; 11111(111 ur uv I' IIIcn, without any appellation, reclama-
tion, \11' (ullt,rJl"i tillll Whllt.ij ()III C~ r. , , 

.t" tHkl It wilt I' I ' III~ w tl! 81IJd p I'SOJl R, CommlsRloners, 
hnv lIuh"crlh I1 thllHt pr M,lIt with ollr 111111118, n followeth ; 
vi:. Willi lllll A 1111 1'.1111, \)111111", Mltllh w Turn!)ull, J lllnos 
n 11, WilllJlJlJ HtJrlllll(, ,JItJllt M 10'1 ."l i"!;, AmlJ'cw I"aulls, 
Thllrltllll III'owII, .JltlllllM IIIHIIII. W , )l,obcI't Adllm and John 
DicksOll , wit.h 0111' own hllnuw ut tllCl P 11 , I d by the Nottar, 
because we cannot write ourselvos. .loh" AnduJ'soJl, Hobcrt 
Rowat, Mr. Peter Low, Duncan Scmple, John Muir, James 
Braidwood, Gavin Hamilton. 

John AIlison, Notary Public, signed as mandatory for 
John Scott and William Muir, because they could not 
write. 

I .El'l'E Il 01' C IL))IlY. 

AT the burgh and city of Glasgow, ,the 6~h Febru,ar:f' H>0:5 
years. Forasmuch as the whole 1l1habltants wlthm tIus 
burgh and city of Glasgow, burgess,cs and fl'eem~n thereof, , 
as well merchants as craftsmen, havmg duly conSIdered and 
deeply weighed the great hurt, interest, damage, loss, and 
skaltlt, which their haill common-well, these many y~ars by­
"'ono have sustained, by strangers and unfreemen US1l1g and 
~surping the privileges and ancient libe,rties of this ~ur,gh, as 
freely na the freemen and burgesses 1l1dwelle:s wlthm ~ll,e 
same; and partly, by some mutual contrav'i!rsles, and CIVil 
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discorus, ,artSIl~g, amongst the said' freemen and burgessee, 
~aneDt ~lle'r pnv!leges, places, ranks, and prerogatives; by 
the whIch occasIOns not only their trade, traffic, and hand­
ling, has been usurped by strangers and unfreemen, as said 
is, to the great depauperating of the haill inhabitants within 
this town; but also, all policy and care of the liberties of this 
burgh has been overseen anu neglected, to the great shame 
and derogation of the honour of this burgh, being one of the 
most renowned cities within this realm; and having found 
the only causes thereof to be for the want of the solid and 
settled order amongst themselves. Therefore, and for re­
mead thereof i,n time coming, ~nd for conforming' of them­
selves, the said burgh olltl 'Ity, to uth r w ,11 I' 'forlTlcd 
bur~h within this I' '111111 , III1tI for th' common-wcl! and par­
ticular cNtute of the huill illhnbitnnts thcreof~ in their own 
ranks, and po terity, ill l\1! time coming; and especially, to 
the advancing of God's glory, and better ability to serve our 
sovereign lord the King's majesty, and for settling of peace. 
concord, and amity among themselves, as faithful Christians, 
and loving citizens: the said haill merchants and craftsmen 
an,d their assistantS'; of bo~h the ranks, an,d whole body of 
thl~ town, after m~ny meetmgs ,and copventlOns, long dispu­
tatIOn and reasonmg, concermng the common-well, quiet­
ness, a~d, standing thereof, having nominate and chosen, 
now, WIllJam Anderson and Thomas Muir, baillies, Matthew 
Turnbull, Robert Adam, and James Bell, John Dicksotl, 

,William Stirling, Archibald Fauls, James Inglis, James 
Fleming, George Muir, and Thomas Brown, for the haill 
merchant-rank, anti tJwir nssist(UltH; .Johll Alld 'J'ijllll, baillie, 
}tob'rt Jlowllt, Mr. l' ,t ' I' Low, Duncnn Semple, Jumes 
13raitlwoorl" ~ohn SC?t~, oeac?n, John Muir, skipper, Mr. 
ltobert l-lamllton, Wllham MUll', tlesher, and James Fisher, 
maltman, for the hailI craftsmen and their assistants; and 
the right honoumble Sir George Elphinston of Blythswood 
knight, provost, Mr. Davio Weems, parson of Glasgow: 
Mr. John Bell and Mr. Robert Scott, ministers thereof~ as 
ovurSlllen and oddsmen, mutually chosen, betwixt the said 
mc.~chants and crafts, i~ case of v~riance; the saids persons 
haVing a~ccpted the said matter m and upon them, being 
savl'ral tImes convened to treat and reason upon the said 
matt,ers, concerning the common-well of the saitl burgh, after 
long reasoning had thereintiIl, for the better advancement of 
the said common-well, and settling any contraversies that 
may fall out thereafter, betwixt any of the saids ranks of 
merchants and craftmen, and their assistants, and successors, 
and for, t~e better enlarging of both their liberties, freedoms, 
and prIvIleges, whereby they may live, in time coming, i~ 
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the fear of God, obedience to his Majesty, and in good love, 
peace, amity, and concord, among thcmselves, so as both 
statcs may flourish afterwards. . " 

After great pains, long travelJ.mg, and mature deliberatIOn, 
heard, seen, and considered, and ripely adviscd, by ?oth ~he 
states of the saids merchants and craftsmen, and their asSIst­
ants, has concluded, that there shall be, in, all tilnc ~?ming, 
a dean of gild and a .deacon-conveener, Wltl~ ?"C vls.'tcr of 
the maltmen, whose elections, statutes, and prlVllegcs follows. 

1st That the dean of .,ild shall be always a mcrchant, aml 
that ~ merchant-sailor, b 01' \IIel'chnnt-v ntul'cr, anti of the 
rank of merchant, and shall be choscn yc~rly, by prov,ost, 
baillies council and deacons of this burgh 111 tIme commg, 
and th~t fifteen 'days after that the baillies of the said burgh 
are chosen; there shall be of merchants and craftsmen an 
eqlllll number at his election. , 

~d, The tlean of gild bearing office in the year precedmg, 
Nlmll with the advice of twenty-four persons of the mer­
chall~'l'Ilnk, wholll he IIhall clillse, nominate two of the mer­
cllllnt.rnnk to III ill th 1 '( t with himself, whose names shall 
be pr 8 ' nt 11 , ill wl'it., hlll'ol'u ,1111 1'I'O,V(lHt, ba~1Ii '8, council, 
and deucolIK, Ill! I ~ Ilh\lV HIII 'l'illl.ll, 01 t.hu wh.' 'h thr '0 they 
shall ChUH on W h UILI' 0111'( Ihll yll lLl' i'OIlOWIII K, Illld 80 to 

' be IC' l 'd find le '1,1' (\ III 1111 LllIlt t'olllinK, lllld ~WOI'II ill prc­
sen '0 01' th provoHI, IJnillil'H, ' 01111 'il, 1I11l1 deacons, for the 
dischnrgillg or hiM Ilul.y liliLhl'lIl1y Il l! b 'mll CR. And the dean 
of gild shall not bear ollice Illwve two y Ul'S together. 

3d, The dean of gild's council shall be composed ycul'lJ: of 
eiO'ht persons, viz. four merchants, whereof the dean of gIld, 
b:aring office the year preceding, shall be one, and four 
craftsmen all gild-brether, who shall be men of goad fame, 

- knowleuge, ~xperience, ,care, and zeal ,t~ the commo~-wel~, 
,the most worthy m n of both I'llnks. Ihe dean of gIld hIS 
council of the IIlel'chant-I'U llk IIhull be chosen yearly by the 
lIean of giltl Illld tw ,"ty-four pCrl!OIl l! of the merchant-rank, 
whom he shall chul!' to that dicct; and his council of the 
craftsmen-rank shall be chosell by the deacon-conveener, 
and the deacons of the crafts, and their assistants, and their 
haill council, to be sworn yearly at their election in presence 
of the dean of gild; and shall be elected the next day after 
the dean of gild is chosen. 

4th, The dean of gild and his council shall conveen every 
Thursday, at,ten of the clock in the,forenoon,. and oftene~, 
as the necessity of the commo~ affairs, committed to theu' 
charge, shall require, being warned thereto by the ~ean of 

, gild, or his officer; and the persons absent the sall1 day, 
weekly, b\lt farder warning, at the said hoor, and nt other 
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times (excepting sickness, or being necessarily three miles 
Qut of the town) shall pay an unlaw of six shi)ling and eight 
pennies for the first, and thirteen shilling and four pennie~ 
!or the second, . and. twenty shilling Scots for the tJli~d;. and:' 
Jf the dean of gild Illmself be absent at any of the sald/tllnes 
(excepting sickness, or being three miles out of town, as 
said is) he shall pay twice so much of the unlaw, at each 
time, as any of his council pays, for their absence. 

5th, In absence of the dean of gild (which 'shall 110t be 
allowed, excepting as is before said, or some necessary and 
urgent cause, to be known and tried by his council, and 
obtaining their leave) he shall elect, by tho'r advice, the 
old dean of gild, or anyone of his co un 'il, ill tho mcrchml't­
rank, to supply his plac , ' as his HuuHtitlltc during Ili a ,ab­
sence, who shall be swom; alld jf allY one or more of the 
merchant-rank, of the uean of' g ild's council, be , absent, it 
shall be leasome to the dean of gild to bring in a gild-brother 
of his own rank, one or more .to supply that place of the 
merchant-rank being absent, during the absence of the 
other. And if any of the crafts-rank, one or more, belong-

, ing to the dean of gild's council, be absent,the elder gild­
brother, or his council of the 'crafts-rank, shall chuse -another, 
one or more of the said crafts, to supply the place of the 
absent, and who likeways must be sworn and be a gild-
brother. ' -

6th, The dean of gild shall always be an ' ordinary coun­
sellor of the great council of the town; he shall have a prin­
cipal key of the town's charter-chest in keeping. 

7th, The uean of gild, and his COlll) 'il , or tho most pmt 
thereof, shall have powcr to ueccl'l1 ill all llIutters, commit­
ted to his charge alld office, and that within threfl days, if 
neeu requires; and shall elect a clerk, yearly, for the better 
~ischarge of their office, who shall be sworn before the dean 
of gild and his council; 

8th, No procurator, or man of law, shall be admitted to 
Elpeak; or procure for any person, before the dean of gild 
and his council, but the parties allenarly. _ 

9th, The dean of gild and his council shall-have power 
to juuge, and give decreets, in all actions, betwixt'merchant 
and merchant, and merchant and mariner, and other gild­
brothers, in all matters of merchandise, and other such like 
causes; anu the party refusing to submit his cause to the 
dean of gild and his council shall pay an unlaw of five 
pounds money, und the cause being submitted, the party 
found in the wrong shall pay an unlaw of twenty shilling; 
which two several unlaws, shall be paid to the dean of gild, 
and applied to .such \\se as he and his council thinks good. 

,: 
, , 

lOth, The dean of gild untI ~is counci.1, with the ~astel' 
{If work shall bear the burdcn III decel'llIng 'all questIOns of 
neighbo~rhood and lyning within thi ~ burgh; and no neigh­
hour's work shall be stayed uut by hun, who shall cause the 
complainer consign, in his huuu, a pledge worth twenty 
shillings of unlaw, and the dnrllllge of' ,the purty ~vho then 
sMll stay the work, each day to .1~c asslgne.d by lllm to .the 
complainer, to give in his cOlOplal~t, warlllllg the parties; 
which day shall be within twellty-four h~)U~'s after t,he con­
signation, and the which day the dean ot gild Itnd IllS coun­
cil, or the most p!\rt of them, sh~1I eonveen UpOl~ the ground, 
an!;! the complainer not compearmg, and found III the wrong, 
shall pay an unlaw of twenty shillings Sco~s, with the party's 
damage for hindering the wo~k, to b~ mstant~y past a~d 
modifieu by the said dean of gild and hl~ cou~cil, ~nd laid 
fnrth of sl\id r.ledge; and the p,arty findmg ~Im ~fleve by 
the II 'an of' gild and his counCil, upon consl&,natlOn of the 

, I' 1-jihu?( It douhl IIl1llLw, he is to be heard befor,e the said great cou~- - f}-j- _/17 # 
"~vl/! ,...u'e~ ,) cilut'th \.(IWII, 1111(1 it' h hMh co~plamed wrong,fully, he ~s';!(or'-lJ1i.e; 

",~ ("d! tL to !lily h "1~ld clou),1 uIIIIlW. ~ ~ dean of gild and 11H: ' 
~!r , coullcil cOnllllcm \\'1)l'kS'of .J.ho,towl'! above t~lC dl k?..(') 

,-
_ ' ', master o\"wClr .... yuIII·1 ,.'( 1I1, lltJUIil md Ij !l ll'C(~UII S.IU-f4NIA':; 

, ~~rc;.18"r 1'(' .1 hur" , ' Ill, I' ')111,11 ~I; \n wt. ~, ~1}f; 

1£ withollL~' d U1l1I 01 gllll, nnd dcacolJ 't' -iI:~-
, -tL , L conv 'U~I' . ""'/CiU . ~ <; /' 

" ~I(L "( _ ~lth Tho deun of gihllllld hiM oun 'il 8hl\1I have power v~" c)~~ 

, 
ch"!v/,£- -t dis~harge, ,punish, and ' lInl~IW, all persons, ullfl'(!emCII, ~/'l(O&'vL; 

, '(i.(.dJg; g the liberty of a freeman ~lthlll the burgh, us they ~lall 'P"l'#'f/tAtCd-{, 
:;; .('irvr m Ink fit, aye and wlllle the Said unfreemanbe, put oH the fI",uJ-tli&,i , 
~~ I~ wn and restrained, or else be made free With the town ii-;';M, 

'It d their crafts ; and sicklike" to ,p,ur~ue, ~efore the judges 116'1-(Ie ../ 
om etent all persons dwellmg ~ thiS burgh, and u- /J -

, 'K' d ' t tl (£l>J-tC/l/VV """""""su""r==rp:-:i ng ' the liberty thereof, obCain ecreet~ 3;gallls lem, ..../- -t/i£. _ 
anu cause tho same to lJCJlut to speedy executIOn. fU _ t£-
, 12th l ' he dean of gil und IllS council to oversee and T~,w 
reform' the metts unu measures, great and small, pint and 
quart, peck and fidot, antI of all sorts within the ellwa~d, 
and weights of pound and stone, of all sor~s, and to ,pu1llsh 
and unlaw the transgressors as they shall thmk expedIent. 

13th, The dean of gild and his council shall have power 
to raise taxation on the gild-brethren, for t~e wellfare ~nd 
maintenance of their estate, and help of theu' decayed gild. 
brethren their wives, children, and servants; and whoever 
refu8es io pay the said tax s~all be t,In,lawed in the sum of 
forty shilling, so oft as they fall; provl(ling the same exceed 
not the sum of one hundred pounds money, ,and at ?~ce, 
upon the wllOle gild-brethren; which tax bemg uplifted, 
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the sn~e sluill be distributed by the dean of gild arid his; 
l~ouncIl, and deacon-conveener, as they shall think expedientl 

~4th, Ev~r~ bur,gess, presently dwelling and having his 
residence wlthm ,thl,s town, and so, has borne and presently 
bea~s burthen wlthl,? the same, shall pass gild-brother for 
payl~g a merk, at Ills entry, to the dean of gild, with forty 
penmes ~o the hospital of his calling; and shall use all kind 
of ~a~dll?g and tra~e that is lawful d?ring all the days of 
theIr, hfetm~e, at theIr pleasure; secludmg from this benefit 
all kll~d of mfamous and debauched men of evil life and con­
versatIOn, who are not worthy of such a benefit, who never­
theless, during their lifetime, shall be overseen th~reintill 
and thei~ bairns, after thoir decease, if they be found worthy 
and ,habale by the dean of ~ild und his council, shall have 
the lIke benefit that othol' gild-brothers' bairns have; and ail 
burgesses and freemen, above written, who are not off the 
country, shall be bound to enter gild-brother betwixt and 
the first day of May next to come, otherwise to be reputed 
and holden a~ strangers; ~n~ who are absent off the country 
shal~ enter glld:brother wlthm fifteen days after their home 
commg; secludmg, also, from this benefit of gild-brother all 
burgesses who mve not their residence within this burgh 
and all burgesses, within the same who have not borne nOl: 
bear burden with the freemen of this burgh (noblemen 
excepted). 

,15th, Every gild-broth er's son or sons, that desires to be 
gIl,d~brothe,r, shall P!l~' at his entry, for his ~ildry, twenty 
shIllmg, WIth five shlllmg to the hospital of hiS own callina 
whenever he desires to PIU'S, eith r h fOl'e or lIl'ter his futhei~ 
deeellSe; with this re triction, that if he be 11 merchant and 
of that calling, he shall be worth in lands, heritage, and 
moveable !?ear, ,five hundred merks money, and their assist­
ants as melkle, If he be a craftsman, and of their assistants 
he shall be, worth two h~J;ldred,and fifty merks money befor; 
he be admItted and receIVed gIld-brother, who shall be tried 
by the dean of gild and his council: and as concerning the 
infa~ous and debauched persons, not worthy of the benefit 
of gIld-brother, they shall be tried by the dean of gild with 
the advice of a certain number of the merchant-rank, ~s he 
shall ch use for that effect, and shall en roll all the names of 
these of the merchant-rank, and their assistants who are 
worthy; and every deacon shall try their own crafts and 
that by the advice of the deacon-conveener, who shah try 
their assis,tants who are unworthy; and the persons shall be 
enrolled In the dean of gild's books, as infamolls and un~ 
w{)rthy. 
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16th, Every gild-broth er's daughter, that marries a 
freeman burge 's, of th i~ burgh, bhall pay, at his entry, ,for 
,his a- ildl'y, twenty shilling, with five shilling to the hosplt~1 
of hiM 'ail ing; and he shall be worth so much lands, hen­
tugCij, !lOd moveable gCI\r, as i ~ above melltioned, whether 
merchant or craftsman, llntl tri ed worthy by the dean of 
gild and his council; ulld thiH privilege to cxte l,l (~ to the 
gild.brother's daughtcrs, llS lliany 1\8 he has, provldrng that 
the daughter hath no farther benefit of the gildr}' but to h?r 
first husband llllenarly; and this benefit shall only appertarn 
and extend to the sons and daughters of gild·brothers who 
are lawfully begotten. 

17th, And because there are several lawful bairns, whose 
fathers have been freemen and burgess of this burgh, and 
ar dead within these ten years, who, of equity, conscience, 
I&1\(l ~()()(l rCllson, should not be secluded from the benefit. 
It 1_ tlll'fUrore concluded, that such bairns shall, either by 
Ih nl'I~ l vl'" Ill' by their fri ends, in case they be minors, 

01111' I' ' III lilrl\ till (\"UIl of gild !lnd his council, and book 
tll 1111 Iv • III hlwl\11 bnil'IIM to th ir fllther, who thereafter, 

h 11 '" ,'I lU ll .,"" t ll , . h,, 1I hn vl 1111 h I1 fit of gild-bl'other, 
(l 1111( (UlI Iw nl y . 1111 11 1111. 11 1111 ItV( . hllllllg to th hOHpitnl 
.. f IIlIllr 11 11 l'II III"1l1 I\IWII • IwlllK t l'h'l\ III (I t ulIII worthy of 
" IWlt h III II ltt{ 1l11I\ · h WIII'tlt Ih(\ till'( ~1I1(1 UlII I 1I11'I'chuIlt or 
,\r 1\. 1111111 tH It h'h,,1 hy Ihl 111'1111 HI' /(i lll IUII\ IliH council; 
I,rllvlt lhlj(. tIUIL Ihl ~lil !l . hull:,,", Ut' I,hllr fr il'lIds, COI~pe~r 
b fill' th (\ 1111 "f' gild ulld hi t! COUIICII , to bll hook 'd rn )"s 
books, nno. that betwixt and the first dny of Mny next to 
come; otherwise, afterwards, to have no benefit, more than 
nn unfreeman. I 

] 8th, All lJurgesses wives, within this burgh for the pre-
cut, Hhllll lIjOY, sllch J)rivile~es and liberties, during ~he 

tin\( of' their wldowhoo , as if their husbands were on hfe ; 
fill' Ih h 11 fit of gilt1ry, pnying to the dean of g ild thirteen 
shillillg llud filUl' ponllle.H Wlt~l three shilling ,and four p~n­
nies to th~ hospital of ,their husbands calling,: the sal~s 
widows berng always trlCd by the dean of gIld and hIS 
council, to be of good life and honest con,versati0!l; an,d 
the widows to come shall have the same liberty, If their 
husbands have been gild-brothers, if otherwise, not to enjoy 
thut benefit. 

! 
19th , And concerning the apprentices of gild-brothers, 

bUl'g sses, of merchants and crafts, and their assistants. 
fit, t, l' ol' the better trial and proof of their good condition. 
Secondly, They ought to be far inferior to their masters 
bllirnH, 11 11 touching their right through their master. AII~) , 
thirdly, To move them to take their master's duughter ' )0 

L 
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mal'l'iage, before any otJler; which will bc a great comfort 
and ~upport to freeme~. That: therefore, no apprentice be 
received burgess, by right of IllS apprenticeship, without he 
served a freeman, after his apprenticeship, for the space of 
two years, fo~ meat a~d fee, and then be received burgess 
as an apprentIce, paymg, thereafter, for his burgess-ship, to 
the town, ten merks; and then, not to be received gild-bro­
ther, by that :ight, ,~ithout he be burgess, for four years, 
and so ~o contlll.ue tlllrte~n ye~rs bef?re he be guild-brother, 
by ~~e tIght of hIs apprenfl,cesh.IP, J.>aymg then {Jnly to the dean 
or olld t~n m.rrks mO~ley fo: hIS gIldry; so he shall be bound 
before IllS bemg receI~ed gIld-b~other to bring .and produce, 
befo;e the dean of gIld and hIS coun ci l, a Ijutrieient testi. 
momal, su\Jseri\Jcd by t~ '- II(;ttLir wllQ iN clerk, vi?, if he \Je 
a rnercl.liInlli : IJlI)I" ~, ,,tiee: or allY of th cir assistants, hc shall 
111lve. hiS tcst ll lloIllnl H'l'?scrihctl by the dean of gild's clerk; 
fln~ If he be all 1111))1' 'I~tlce to a cra , ITfI;- or any of their 
aSSistants, he ~hu I hl'lng a sufficient testimonial from the 
deacon-convecner's clerk; and this no ways shall be ex­
tended again~~ burgesses sons, farther than the old use and 
w~nt. But If the apprentice marry his masler's daughter, 
?! the daughter of a freeman burgess and gild-brother, and 
If he be found. by the dean of gild and his council to be 
worthy of the forenamed sum, merchant or craftsman, and 
be. of an 1.lOnest conversation, and of such a benefit, and 
bem~ so trI,ed? he .may be .received gild-brother, at any time, 
by. r!ght of IllS Wife, paymg only twenty shilling, with five 
shlllmg. to the hospital of his calling; otherways to pay the 
extremIty. 

2~th, 'That ~very man out of IOWII, whether merchant or 
cl:aft.s ruulI! beIng 1I0t us yet IlCithcr burgess nor freeman 
w~thm tIllS burgh, wh~ shall e[lJ;er hereafter, shall first be 
~~e(Lby th~ _ dean., ,of glld,.and l!i~ cO~!lcil , an~ being found 

worth the sum above specIfieu,. accoriling to hiS calling, and 
of hone~t and good conversatIOn, shall pay for his gildry, 
af~el' he IS made burgess, before he be admitted gild-brother 
tIl~rt,Y pounds Scots, aI?d to the hospi tal of his calling thirty 
shIllmgs and four penmes, except he marry a guild-broth er's 
da.u;?htcr, who then. ~haIl only pay for his gildry twenty 
ilhIlIlllg, and forty shlIlmg to th~ hospital of his calling. 
,21st, Whate.ver person, who IS not presently burgl'ss and 

freeman of thIS .bur~h, and enters hereafter burgess gratis, 
sh~l~ pay for hIS gtldry forty pounds money, with forty 
shillmg to the 1.lOspital of his calling. 

22d, .The ha.I11 sums of money, that shall happen to bc 
gott~n. m al~y tJ['.I~, llCrcaft~r, for entries as gi ld-brother, shall 
be dIVIded III thIS form, VIZ. All that enters gild-brother as 
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a merchflnt, or any of their IIssistants, the money shall be 
applied for the well of the III 'I'chants hospital, and their 
uC'lIyecl br ' tllI'cn, or to any oth er good and godly work 
wlli 'h nllly tend to the llllvancing or the comlllon-well of 
thiH town, and that by the cleun of gild, with advice of the 
merchant counci l, and such other of' the merchunt rank as 
he shall chllse for that err , ,t. A ncl a ll that is gotten and 
received from any craftsnllln, llnd their as istants, who shall 
enter gild-brother, shall ho uppli ,cl to the ~ajJ of' their 
hospital, and decayed brethren or the cmf'tsmen, 01' to any 
other good and godly work which llIay tcnd to the advance­
ment of the common-well of the burgh, and that by the 
deacon-conveener, with advice of the rest of the deacons of 
the crafts and their assistants. 

29c1 , It shall no ways be leasome to any gild-brother, who 
i "lit lit pr 'sent burgess and freeman of this ' burgh, but 
( \ IIl(lI'~ hl l'('ofter to be burgess and gild-qt:(lther, accord­
hll( lu UII m'ckr 8 ,t down before, an accor ing to his 
IIhlllty 111111 WCII'lhilll'"H, 1'0 tllPp tor, oil, butter, or to tapp 
"11'11'", W'" 11 hC II'I'IIIH, I )( I llr~, npplcH, corn, ClIndl " onions, I<ail, 
"t.I'IlW, hrl'lIl\ (11 ('IIpl hUlelll'", wh" nllly M·lI hr 'lIcl at 011 licit 
Ihull" lit Ih uh' phuI"I"''') nllll , IIl1cl IIdl lik "11111 11 things 
whil'h I" HilI. "WIlllllhl" I 11 I h hUIIOIII' Cl/' tit t'Il llillg of II 
,,11I1-hl'olh\II'. 

'.,!IHh, 11. HIIUII lI ot ho I 1111(1111 1.0 It Hi ll!;1 hllrgcss, who 
entcl'Y her 'ul\ I' , to h' hlll'g ' Il ~, Illld he 'O IlU'S lIOt: a gild­
bl'other, to tap any silk, 01' sill -work, spicoH 01' l;ugurR, drugs 
or confections, wet or . dry, no lawns or cameridge, nor 
stuffs above twenty shilling per ell, no foreign hats, nor hat$ 
with velvet and taffety, that comes out of France, Flanders, 
England, or other foreign parts; nor to tapp hemp, lint, or 
iron , brass, copper, or a chc; neither to tapp wine, in pint 
or cIuart, greut si lk, wnx, wuid, graill, indigo, nor any other 
kind of litt ; neither to buy nor se ll, in great, within the 
liberti es of this burgh, suit boef, salmollll nor herring, nor yet 
to salt any of them, to sell over again, but for their own use 
allenarly; neither to buy plaiding, 01' cloth, in great, to sell 
again, within this liberty ; nor to buy tallow, above two stones 
together, except only candlemakers, to serve the town, or 
any honest man for his own use; nor to buy any sheep skins, 
to dry and sell over agai n, 01' hides to salt and sell again, 
nor any wild skins, within this liberty, as tod skins, above 
live to/?ether, otters, not above three togefher, and other 
wild SkillS, effeiring. And sicklike, not to sell any kind o . 

. wooll ell c loth, above thirty-three shilling and four pennies 
per ell, lin 11 cloth, not above thirteen shilling and fOUl' 
pennies p I' ell , except such cloth as is made in their housp, 
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which they shall have liberty to sell, as they can best; neither 
buy wool, to sell over again, within this liberty, nor to puy 
any linen yarn, to sell over again, or to transport out of the 
towLl, either in great or small parcels, excepting the weave'rs 
of the burgh, who buy yarn to make cloth, and sell the same 
at pleasure. 

25th, It shall not be allowed to cremers to set any cremes 
upon the high-street, but upon the Mondays and fairs 
allenarly; and to use no ware but such as are permitted to 
any single burgess. 

2~th, Farder, it shall n?t be licensed to any single ~urgess, 
or gild-brother, to buy with other mens money, under:colour 
and pretence that it is their own, uny wares, within the 
liberty of this bur ,h, to tho hllrt alld prejudice of' the free­
men thereo{~ ullder the penalty of twenty pounds money, 
and attour crying of their frcedom, being tried and convicted 
by the dean of gild and his council, and that in respect of 
the great hurt and damage that the freemen of this burgh 
hath sustained by such doings heretofore. 

27th, It shall not be leasome to any person, holding ane 
booth, at any time, to creme upon the high-street; but such 
as s,eIls Scots doth, bonnets, shoes, iron-work, and such like 
handy work used by Craftsmen, under the penalty of twenty 
shilling, toties quoties. 

28th, It shall not be leasome to anv unfreeman to hold 
stands upon the high-street, to sell any thing pertaining to' 
the crafts or handy work, but betwixt eight of the morning 
and two of the clock in the ufternoon, under the penalty of 
forty shilling; providing thut toppers of linen IInu woollen 
cloth, be suffered from lllornillg to evening, at their pleasure, 
to sell. An kind of vivers to be sold from morning to 
evening ; but unfreemen, who shall sell white bread, to keep 
the hours appointed. 

29th, All burgesses that enters hereafter, remaining a 
simple burgess, if' he gives up his name to be a merchant, or 
any of' their assistants, shall pay to the hospital of' his calling 
five merks Scots money; and if he be a craftsman, or any of 
their assistants, he shall pay to the crafts hospital five merks 
money ; and all burgesses, who ~nters hereafter gratis, and 
remaining a simple burgess, either merchant or craftsman, 
shall pay to the ho'spital of his calling ten merks money. 

30th, There shall be no burgess made or entered hereafter, 
except (if' he be a merchant, or of their assistants) he be 
tried by the dean ,of' gild to be worth one hundred pounds 
Scots of free gear, and booked in the books, and have a 
testimonial subscribed with the dean of gild's hand; and if 
IHl' be a craftsman, or of their assistants, he shall be worth 
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twenty pounds money of free gear, besides his craft, and 
shall be booked in the deacon-conveener's books, and have 
the deacon-conveener's testimonial subscribed with his hand ; 
and eithcr of them presenting the said testimonial to the 
provost, baillies, and council, shall be received burgess, 
paying their burgess fines, as usual; otherwaytl no burgess, 
whether merchant or craftsma~, are to be admitted or 
acknowledged at no time thereafter. 

31st, The dean of gild and his council, for observing the 
privileges, shall have power to sct down un laws and penalties, 
'and to mitigate and enlarge the same, according to the time 
and ,place, person and quality of the trespass. And, farder, 
to make laws and statutes, and set down heads and articles, 
to be observed for the well of the town,' and the provost, 
builliee, and council, to 'approve of the same. 

H2d, The haill unlaws mentioned in the laws above written, 
1\1111 !lU 'h other laws, acts, and statutes, so to be set down bv 
tJl '(I 11 of Kildand his council, shall be applied, viz. the 
n lu.u' tl' I' ul' tu th doan of' gild and his council, and the 

uth r h U tll h "111111 (1 hy th d0I111 of gild and his council, 
ond dUll 1111· OIlV lit r to I&lIy ood Ill)d godly work, as they 
11 111&11 think fit. 

SSd, It . hl&l1 b I IUiUlUt tu th cl 1111 of ~lId and hili 
council, y AI'ly, tu "I, ~ CUll uf lhvlr own number to be 
troallur r or 011 t(II' of rh wlwl (Hltl'l H, lIilv )' anti unluws, 
that 8hl111 happon tu h (JOLL 11 , who llhall be bound to make 
a faithful account of IU8 intromi8sions thorcof~ upon eight 
days warning, as he shall be required by the said dean of 
gild and his council; of the which entry money of gildry, 
he shall deliver and make payment of the whole, that is 
to be received of the gild brether of the merchant-ranks, 
and their assistants, to be employed to the use foresaid; and 
the whole entry silver of' the gildry to be received from the 
crafts-rank, to be delivered to the deacon.conveener, to be 
bestowed 011 the use8 forcsaid. 

34th, It 8hall be ICllSome to the dean of gild and his 
council yearly, to chuse an officer for poinding, and putting )1 
tOe'iecution all the foresaid acts and statutes that are to be 
set down, and decreets to be pronounced by the dean of 
gild and his council, and for gathering in and poinding for 
all rents and duties pertaining to the merchants hospital, 
who shall be allowed by provost, and bailEes, alld the council, 
and all the town officers to concur and assist the said officer, 
in the execution of his office, as oft as they shall be required, 
under the penalty of an unlaw of'twenty shilling. money, 
upon everyone of the said town-officers, who refuses, bein~ 
de~ired, toties quoties. 
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35t~,' The dean of gild s~lall ~ave full power to conveen 
the halll merchants, and their aSSIstants, at such times as he 
shall think expedient, for ordering their hospital and such 
othel' necessary aftilirs that occurs. ' 

36th, It is thought expedient, and agreed upon, that the 
a?lluals of .the ~ack alr.ns house, pertaining to the town, be­
hmd the bIshop s hospital, shall be equally divided betwixt 
the merchants and crafts hospital in aH time coming. 

37th, It is agreed and concluded upon, that there shall be 
a common metster of woollen cloth, whom the dean of gild 
and his council shall have pow.er to elect, 'yearly, who shall 
b~ sworn .t? be leal and true in such things as shall be com­
mitted to hIS charge, and find J!ufficit'nt caution; nnd that he 
shall measure all pll ,kM of' \) d , or londs of woollen cloth, 
that comes out of Ollllowl\Y, ' tewarton, or any other parts 
~o be sold within this burgh; and shall have for the measur: 
mg of every hundred ells, from the seller, two shilling; and 
no other but he that is to measure this sort of cloth shall 
measure any but himself; he shall also measure all other 
woollen. cloth, that is either bought in small or in great, and 
s.o regUlre the buyer or seller, upon the price foresaid; and 
!Ikewlse, h~ shall measure all sorts of plaiding, which is sold 
m weat, VIZ. above twenty ells, and shall have for the mea­
SUl'lng ther~of t.wo shilling per hundred ells, if the buyer or 
seller reqUIre him; and no other is to measure this sort of 
plaiding but he; and further, he shall measure all kind of 
lIn~leach~d cloth, linen or harn, if the buyer or seller re­
qUires him, and he shall have for measuring cvery dOlleft 
thereof, from the seller four p nni 8; uncl if uny person, in 
defraud of' the cmnmon mot8ter's interest, shall measure the 
cloth, or pluiding above-mentioned, he shall try the same 
before the dean of gild, who, after trial, shall compell the 
seller or buyer, as he shall think fit, to pay to the metster 
double duty. 

38th, Whatever acts and statutes the dean of gild and his 
council shall happen to make, and set down, further ·than 
what is above exprest, at any time afterwards, he shall be 
subject to make the provost, baillies, and council acquainted 
therewith, and shall crave their ratification and allowance 
fro,m them, otherwise to be of no effect; providing, there be 
a hke number of merchants and craftsmen, at the ratification 
of this act, in council; and, for this purpose, shall, once in 
the ·year, being required, produce his book, containing his 
whole. act~ and statutes, betore the said provost, baillies, and 
counCil, to be seen and considered. 

39th, It is likewise agreed and concluded, that Matthew 
Turnbull, merchant, bear oflice as dean of gild, till fift~el\ 
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day. after the magistrates of this burgh are chosen, for the 
year to co I"tte , who has accepted the said office upon him, 
and h~s given his oath in presence of the provost, baillies, 
council, and whole of the deacons, for discharging of his said 
office t'nithfully as becomes. 
. 40th, ~urther, it is agreed and contracted, that, yearly, iD 

time commg, there shall be a deacon-conveener, who shall 
ever be of the rank of craftsmen and their assistants, who 
shall, yearly, be chosen that same eight-days after the baillies 
of this burgh are chosen; and is to be one of the most wise 
and worthy amongst the said craftsmen, and their assistants, 
,,:ho shall, yearly, be leeted, in time coming, in this form, 
VIZ. All the deacons of the crafts, and ,their assistants, shall 
chuse two with the old deacon-conveener, to be given in leets 
before the provost, baillies, council, and all the deacons of 
cmf\H, Ilnd their assistants, who shall make choice of one of 
tll III to h dellcon-conveener for the year thereafter follow­
illt( I with thiN provision, that there be a like number of mer-

h."llII 1",,1 • "lbllum IU hi ~ election , lI.nd the deacon-con-
IIIlt . 1",11 lUlL hili' ofli," nhuvu two YlllU'8 together, and 

.1a,,1I "'WilY. h "" 4Irllltlllry "CHlIl/II,lInr ut' Ih town', gr at 
'oullolI, "lid hlWII " prlll( p,,1 kl Y uf IIII! IIIWII'II (' IIIU'l r- 'h at 

tll k( 1'1', 111111 . ",,11 hI! IIWlII' n 11 /11'1'"1'111'\\ ut' Ih,\ 11I'oVO t, unil­
JI 11, "111111 '11, ""11 ,It'IU'UII., tu 11 till lhl',,1 in hi. olli e. Jle 
"luIII (!IIIIVI' 11 ,,11 tho IIIII" 'II IIM or l'rIIlhl, 111111 th Ir 118sistllntR, 
nt"1I h tilll 11 UII lie 'l\tilOn kllllll I' CllIi," ', ""d "hllll judge be­
twixt them, and I\ny of them, in IIl11ttefH pertaining to the 
crafts and callings, a~d !!.hall mn,ke acts and statutes for gooll 
order among them, WIth the adVice of the rest of the deacons 
and their assistants; providing always, that these acts neithc:' 
prejudge the common-well of this burgh, merchant-rank, or 
their assistants, 1101' 1Il1y privileges granted to any deacons of 
thi~ bUI'gh, by their lutter of deaconhead granted to them, 
whIch acts shall ue lll)proven of by provo t, baillies, and 
council; anll ~hall, wit I adv ice of the rest of the deacons 
and their assistants, have power to chuse an officer, wh~ 
shal.l be .authoriscd to poind and di strinzie, being accom­
pamed WIth one town ollicer for putting his action into exe­
cut~on; as li,k~wise, for poinding 101' all rents, annuals, and 
duties pertammg to the crafts hospital; and whatever town 
~fficer refuses to assist the said officer shall pay twenty shil­
lmg, toties quoties. And if any deacon or deacons of crafts, 
among themseJves, or their assistants, refuse the deaeon-coll­
veener's judgement, and the rcst of the deacons and t.h eir 
assisters, in matters concerning their crafts and callings 
shall pay an unlaw of three pound money, to be paid to th : 
deacoll-conveener. 
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41st; All apprentices, ·who shall hereafter become appren­
tices to any ~r~ftsman within this' burgh, shall pay, at his 
entry forty shIllmgs, and twenty merks of upset, he serving 
out his apprenticeship faithfully; with this provision, that 
burgesses sons pay conform to use and wont; and when he 
is made a freeman, he shall pay only two pennies; and all 
men, out?f town, who enters freemen with any craft, shall 
pay for hiS upset twenty pound, with thirteen shilling and 
f~ur pennies to the crafts hospital and his weekly two pen-
nies. • 

. 42d, The deacon-conveener, with advice of the rest of the 
deacons and their assistants, shall have power to elect col­
lectors, one or moro, for th gllth 'ri ng in of tho rents, 
annuals, and duties, pertaining to their hospitul, who shall 
be countuble to tho cl, acon-COllveener, and the rest of'the 
deacons, and their a8sistants, for his intromisslons, upon eight 
days warnillg, as he shall be required. Farder, the deacon­
conveener shall be obliged to produce his book, containing 
the whole acts and statutes, which he shall happen to set 
down, before the provost, baillies, and council, to be seen 
and considered by them, ·yearly, when required, and shall 
crave their ratification and allowance thereto; if otherways, 
to be of no effect. 

43d, It is condescended and' agreed, that Duncan Semple~ 
skipper, bear office as deacon-conveener, while that same 
day eight days after the baillies of this burgh are chosen, 
for the year to come; who has accepted the same office upon 
him, and has given his oath, in presence of the provost, 
baillies, council, and deQcon~, for filithfully di ll 'hllrgillg his 
duty in the suid off! '0. 

4..I\.th, It is concluded that there shall be a visitor of malt­
men and mealmen, who shall be chosen yearly, in time com­
ing, the same day that the deacon-conveener is chosen, in 
this form; the whole maltmen and mealmen shall give -in 
four mens names, of the worthiest and discreetest men of the 
rank of maltmen, and the old visitor, in leet, and present 
them to the provost, bailIies, and council, who shall make 
choice of anyone of'them to be visi tor for that year, and so 
forth, in all time coming, and he shall be sworn. 

45th, The visitor shall take special notice of these of his 
calling, who profanes the Sabbath-day, by cleaning, receiv­
ing, or delivering meal, bear, corn, or malt, carrying of steep 
water, kindling of fire in kilns, or such like; and such trans­
gressors, being convicted; shall pay to the visitor ten shilling, 
by the unlaw to the session of the kirk. The visitor, also, 
shall have power to try all meal and bear, either in kiln, 
h'ouses, or shops, ( except freemens bear, meal, or malt, 
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Q[)ming to their own houses, for their own use, and which 
the visitor shall have power to visit,) if he be required by 
the buyer, or in the markets; and when they find insufficient 
stuff, as hot, rotten, frostie ~tuff, either mixt among good 
stuff, or by itself, and likeways, where they find good stuff 
spoiled in the making, he shall report the same to the baillies, 
and the owners thereof are to get no more for the said stuff 
than what the visitor and two or three of his assistants think 
it, upon their conscience, really worth; providing that the 
visitor and his brethren give their oaths, before any of the 
baillies of this burgh, on the same; and if any countryman, 
seller, refuses that price, he shall take it away with him, 
paying the custom of the ladles of the town. And if any 
bear be tried by them, and found to be flourish!!d with good 
above, and under, bad, the owner shall pay sixteen shilling 
to the baillie, und ten shilling to the visitor; and if any malt 
bl) found to be rotten, and spoiled in th~ making, or good 
malt lallll bud mixt together, being sighted, and so found, by 
th vl"ltor, I.hl y .hull r (lort the worth thereof to the baillie, 
Mnd \I'th own r III pi U, d with thllt pric , ho shall have the 
lib rty to 11 l, or br w It II lml( If, or to tmn~l>0rt it to any 
oth r l' rt, 11 ylnK IW.YI forty ilhllllnK I.\)r ov ry making; 
QIIIlIt' uny III h "111111 d .tul!' b li,lUlIl, hy th vl.itor. by men 
not IIvill4( III Luwn! th y "lu&1I II"Y !!Ilx l n _hill illg for every 
m k, th on hall' wh r of to b 1'old to tho buillie, the 
ot.h r hul/' '0 th vl.itor. 

46th, It shall not b~ allowed to maltmen, or oth ra, to buy 
malt, meal, or bear, within this .town, either before or in time 
of market, to tapp over again, under the penalty of five 
pounds, and to be divided, viz. the one half betwixt baillies 
and visitor, ~he other half betwixt the merchants and crafts 
hospital. 

47th, It shall not be allowed to any person to buy any 
stuff' coming to the market, on horseback, or otherways, till 
it first present the market, except freemen for their own use 
only, and being first spoken for, or bought before, and so, the 
hours of the market to be kept both by freemen and unfree­
men, according to the statutes of the town, provided, that 
freemen be suffered, in seed time, to buy their seed at any 
time they please. Further, if any stuff be kept, or hid, in 
kilns, houses, booths, or barns, in time of market, e~cept 
necessity constrain them to put their meal in houses, or un­
der stairs, for wet or foul weather, the contraveener of the 
foresuid statute to pay, viz. the seller, an unlaw of sixteen 
. hilling, and the buyers, who buy above one boil, one load, 
or more, shall pay to the visitor six shilling and eight pen­
lues. And if any cake bakers be found buying meal before 

M 
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eleven of the clock, conform to the town's acts, they 'shall 
pay an unlaw ·of sixteen shilling.to the bailEes, and six shil..: 
ling and eight pennies to the visitor, toties quoties, being tried 
that they have contraveened; 

48th, All persons, who are at present burgesses, shall have 
liberty to make malt for their own use, or to sell over again; 
and all burge&ses sons, · that shall use that trade hereafter, 
shall pay to the visitor, at his entry, twenty shilling; and 
men not living in town, who marry burgesses daughters, shall 
pay conform; and every unfreeman, who is not as yet burgess 
and entered,to that calling of malt making, shall pay to the 
visitor of maltmen twenty merks money, to be bestowed 
upon the decayed brethren; providing, thnt nil J)OrSOIlR, free­
men, either presont or to como, shall make mOll, without any 
kind of' (!IltJ'les. 

4·9th, The visitor of maltmen shall have power to try if any 
unfreeman sell or tllPp !lny kind of stufi; out of the market 
place, and shall report the same to the dean of gild; the 
seller to pay un unlaw of twenty shilling, one half thereof to 
the dean of gild, and the other half to the visitor, toties quo­
ties; and is to be tried before the dean of gild. 

50th, All rubbers of meal are discharged, by the acts of 
the town, as hurtful to the common-well; and it shall be lea­
some to the visitor to unlaw the sellers in twenty,shilling, 
toties quoties, the one hfllf thereof to be given to the baillies, 
and the other half to the visitor: and discharges all rubbers 
to rub or measure the meal, but the owner himself only. 
And what acts and statutes the visitor, with advice of his 
brethren, being conveened a8 0' 'uaioJl O(ilCII"W, 'nn cloviso for 
their well, not pr judging tho COIllHlon-well, shall be f.ut in 
writ and presented to the provost, baillies, and counci, and 
deacons, and they to repe or allow the same, as they shall 
think prop~r. 

51st, Every person, who enters burgess hereafter, and 
gives up his name to be a merchant or craftsman, it shaH 
not be leasome to h4u to make malt for the space of three. 
years; and if" after that, he desires to make malt, being a 
simple burgess, he shall pay to the visitor of maltmen ten 

r----merks 'money; and if he be a gild-brother, shall pay twenty 
shilling at his entry, and their children to have that same 

. privilege and benefit that burgesses children have, who are 
now at present free; as also, the visitor' and his brethren 
shall, diligently and carefully, exerce the office committed to 

9 their charge. And it shall not be 'leasome to the provost, 
" baillies, and council, to augnWnt"their upset, among men not 

living in town, who ente1's .to be maltmen, as they think ex:. 
pedient. 

! 

/' 
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52d, Every making of malt, made by a freeman maltman, 
dwelling within this town, how many 'soevel' he makes, shall 
}lilY .ight pennies for each making; and every mealman shall 
PIIY, for every crop or kiln of ·corn. eight 'pennies, to be ap­
plied to .the well of their decayed br.ethren; providing the 
frcernens malt or corn made for their own use, be free of 
payment. 

53d, Farder, the visitor of maltmen shall be obliged, 
yearly, in time coming, if required, to produce before the 
provost, baillies, and council, the book containing all the 
acts and statutes that shall happen to be made hereafter; fur­
ther than is granted to them, as said is, to be seen and con­
sidered by them, that they may allow or repel the same, as 
they find occasion, otherways to be of no efiect. 

54.th, It is agreed and concluded,that John Wallace, 
IYlnltlllull, boar office as visitor to the maltmen and mealmen, 
while thnt Rume day eight-days after the baiIlies of this burgh 
ILl' dlOM 11 , ji,t th y ur to come, who has given his· oath, in 
prl " n Cl Cll' I,ll( pruvOHt, bnilli 8, und council, for his dis­
dll\" KI II~ h 11 elllly In Ihe ~lIi ll olli 'c. AIIIl 101' cl elurntion of 
t,h ' ru!) ... "_"iMIIIIII,II, vl~. I,he y I\r IImlt,lII 11 , ID uhn n, fish ra, 
IInll. nil lill h IIIIU'11l1 rll , mul Ot,he lrH, whl) 1'11111""" tu IlHtioointo 
with the cl'II I~ ./C n,.· c.CII\lrlblllICII~ Ic) I,he lll' 11O"l'itell , Ill1ci cl Icayod 
),r th,'oll. ""l! bll 'IIl1H - 1'111 lill'elNltlel I tioll of t,h \ said 
(luall 01' ~I ltl , ch 'I elll-e UIIV oiler 1U1I1 vilclt'lr Ill' t.h \1l1tltmcn, 
with thoir stfltut 11 und JlrivilcglJ8, ahOY III11'1'utud, ." 'dounds 
altogether to the advancement of tho cornnloll-wull of this 
burgh, the saids commissioners, for themselves, having power 
alld commission granted to them by the whole body of the 
rank of merchants·, craftsmen, and their assistants, humbly 
requesting the provost, baillies, and council of this burgh and 
city of Glasgow, for them, and their successors, to ratifie and 
approve this present letter, after the form and tenor thereof, 
in all points, und to that eftect to grant their express consent 
and ussent to the aforesaid clelln of gild, dencon-conveener, 
and visitor of maltmen, and hail! privileges, statutcsand,or­
dinances, particularly above mentioned; and to enterpone 
their authority thereto, that the same may take effect, and 
have full execution, as is above specified; and to ordain the 
same to be insert and registrated in the burrow court-books 
of the said burgh, to the effect foresaid, therein to remain, 
ad perpetuam rei memoriam; and to declare that all and 
whatsoever person, or persons, that shall hereafter oppose 
the foresaid letters, force and effect thereof, haill statutes 
and privileges, llhall be reputed and holden ·as seditiou~ pcr­
sons, and troublers of the common-well of this burgh, nnd 
quiet s\A1te thereof, and shall incur the mark and note of in­
f'amJr, and otherways te be punished with all rigour. 
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tn witness whereof, these presents written by John Craig, 

nottar, the foresaids haill commissioners, for. themsely"e8" .8mi 
in' the name and behalf foresaid; likeas, the said proVo§i;, 
baillies, and council, in token of their consent and ratifica­
tion thereof in all points, have subscribed with their hands, 
as followeth, at day, year, and place foresaid. 

For the merchant rank, William Anderson, Thomas Muir, 
baillies, Matthew Turnbull, James Bell, James Inglis, Wil­
liam Selkrig, James Fleming, Huinphry Cunningham, for 
Thomas Brown in his absence, Robert Adam, ·John Ward­
rop, for George Muir, Archibald Faulls. Ita est Arcltihaldus 
Haygate, de mandato Joannia Dickson, scrihere nescientis. 
For the crafts-rank, .John And reon, Robort )towat, Mr. 
Peter Low, Duncan Sl.lmplo, Mr. Robert Hamilton, John 
Muir, James Fisher, David Shearer, James Braidwood. 
Thomas Fauside. Ita est, Archibaldus Ha,ygate, notariolts, de 
mandato Joannis Scott, scribere nescientis. Oversmen, Sir 
George Elphinstone, Mr. David Weems, Mr. John ~ell. 'T!""'i'/ • ,I 

.At Glasgow, 9th February, 1605. In the council-house, :«,£ Se '1 
produced before the provost, baillies, and council, to~ 
admitted, approven and ordained to be registrated in the " . L~ 
burrow-court books, and in .~ hereof, subscribed as l,,-:-/'./;· f, ,. 

~' 4 \JV follows, the ~rovos~, ~aillies, and cou~cil,W,iUiam And~rson, r, . " 
f'(" " I ) T~o~as MU1r~allhes,1James ~raldwooa, James F~s~er. Ycv<, t' j . LoT 

:1!-" I . Wilham Robe&on, ThhhIas PettIgrew, James Bell, Wdham f\ " . . 
~'A i ' , ' • f iWilson, treasurer. Ita est, Arcltibaldu.s Haygate, demandatis ~. I\!';.'!'t, •. ~ 
' . f' Joannis Dickson et Gulielmi Muir, scrihere nescientium. To 

: ' ( the which letter of dean of gild, deacon-conve~ner, and 
;. !J (j ,( ~ "Visitor of the said maltmen, th /la id prov08t. baillies, and 

1 />f!;-i!A-~"(1,' " quncil, for themselves, and their successors in office, by the 
~ . ' tenor hereof, have interponed, and interpones, their autho­

r ity, and ordains the same, with all the sundry privileges and 
. (. liberties specified and contained therein, to be observed, 

l~.if. _ c· keeped, executed, and used, by the saids dean of gild, .t -It.· !ieacon-conveener, and visitor of maltmen, in all time com­
,:, .,.l , J".( 'ng, after the form and tenor thereof, in all points, for the 

, 4·· ... eo mm on-well of t!0th merchants rank and crafts. 
h /,,0 it (. J ' '. • 

; . • (,. ' i ,J • (,1' ~ Signed. , A. HAYGATE. 
"""j 

«_~~ . ~ f ~/'~ ) ~ ~ l' ' t! ~. ~ t l. 

"~"~~.'t:""'~ ' t. . . 1 

tN the council-house, being convened, the 16th February, 
1605 years, the right honourable Sir George Elphinston of 

. Blythswood, knight, provost, William Anderson, Thomas 
Muir, and John Anderson, baillies, Matthew Turnbull, deaa 
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of gild,.Robert Rowat, John Rowat, Robert Adam, H~It1 - ' 
phry Cunningham, John Wardrop, WlIIiam Fleming, Wit­
liam Wall ace, William Stirling, WiIliam Robertson, John I 

Dickson, Mr. Peter Low, James Fisher, John Scott, deacon, 
Thomas Pettigrew, John Muir, skipper, William Wilson, 
and James Bell. 

The which day, the provost, baillies, and council, being 
careful, that, hereafter all manner of mutiny, contraversies, 
question, and debates, 8hall be removed forth of the com­
mon-well, especially betwixt the merchant rank and rank of 
craftsmen, that the mutual bond set down among them lately, 
concerning the dean of gild and the deacon-conveener, for 
th~ common-well of thil!l.lburgh, and well of both the states, 
may take happy effect, without any particular. respect either 
to merchant or craftsman, with consent of the dean of gild 
nnd deacon-COnveener, for themselves, and the remanent of 
their ranks, has concluded and ordained, that, in all musters, 
weaponll-Ihowing, and other lawful assemblies, that there shall 
b no (lllo.tlon, Iltriic, or debate, betwixt merchant and crafts­
man, for pr rogativ or priority ; but tllot they, and everyone 
of th m, III 0 1) bod): of the conllnOIl -W 11, IIhall rank and 
pla~e them. Iv ~ tUK th"r, but dllltl llotiull a. th y /lhall happen 
to fall III rank, 611d othurway_, UII . holl b thoutIht expedIent 
by th provolt I1nd blllIl lllll for th tllo ; du ·It\rlug, by these 
pre. nt., that what v r la b , Ith r 0\ rehant or craitsman, 
who make. quo,tion, mutiny, or tumult, for their rank, by 
prerogative or property, and repincs at the will and discre­
tion of the provost, shall be judged and reputed a8 a sedi­
tious ' person, and furder punished on sight. And furder, for ' 
taking away all partiality, and particular respect of per80l1~, : 
amongst the said merchants and crafts, if it should happen 
hereafter that any que8tion or quarrel fall out amongst them . 
judicially, or by way of deed, the dean of gild, nor deacon- , 
conveener, nor either of their ranks, shall show themselves 
particularly affected to Ilny of the parties, in respect that the , 
one is a merchant, and the other a craftsman, nor yet 'assist 
them, or any Of them, tumultuously, in judgement, or other­
ways; but to be careful to see the offender condignly' pun­
ished, according to justice. And because several burgesses 
of this burgh, when they happen to commit disturbances, 
with their neighbours, within the same, do boast · them- , 
selves, and vaunt of their friends, to the great trouble of 
thi~ burgh, and judgement-seat of the same, by convocatiag 
theIr friends out of town to assist them; therefore it ill 
concluded and ordained, that whatever burgess of this 
burgh, that hereafter commits disturbance, and falls out 
lI'i~h his neighbour, .and makes . convocation of his friend, 

" 
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without the town, to take part with him, and to make furder 
tumult , without the town, and in judgement, his freedom 
shall be taken away, and never to be esteemed worthy to 
epjoy the liberty of a freeman hereafter; but they shall civilly 
and quietly seek their redress, and reme~d of their wrong, 
by way of justice. And sicklike, that all conventions and 
meetings of the dean of gild and deacon-conveener, shall be 
for putting their statutes to execution, and exercing the 
1iberties and privileges granted by the provost, baillies, and 
council, to them. 

REGULATIONS OF 1747. 

AT GLASGOW, the Seventh Day if May, one thousand 
seven hundred and forty-seven years. 

THE which day the Magistrates and Town Council con­
veened, John Brown, Dean of Guild, gave in a Representa­
tion for and in name of the Merchants House, setting forth, 
That they had under consideration, a state of the Stock and 
Funds of the Merchants House, and that the provision for 
maintenance of the poor of tho Mrr 'hnnt-mnk, WllS very 
small, and that thcr Wll~ 110 i'ulld for supporting and defend­
ing tho jUdt rights and privileges of the fair trader; and that" 
for increasing of the Stock, they had agreed upon, and en­
acted certain Rules and RegulatIOns in their future manage­
ment, and extending the right of membership in the House 
to all traders in the place, to which the Dean of Guild had 
agreed, cunform to an Act of the House, dated the twenty­
third day of April last; and craving the Magistrates and 
Council would ratify and approve of the said Act, and inter­
pone their authority thereto: Which Act of the Merchants 
House, the Dean of Guild produced in Council, and is as 
follows: 

AT the Merchants Hall of Glasgow, the twenty-third day 
of April, one thousand seven hundred and forty-seven years, 
the said ,day the Dean of Guild and Members of the House 
conveened, the Pean of Guild, and these of the Committee, 
nominated by the House by their Act, dated the twenty-
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seventh day of March last, to consider the condition and 
state of the House; and upon ways and means, how the same 
may be increased, gave in their Report, which is as follows: 

That they having had under consideration, the state of the 
Stock, and Funds of the House; and that to them it appears, 
That the provision for maintenance of the poor of the Mer­
chant-rank, is extremely scanty and small, and that there is 
no fund for supporting and defending the just rights and 
privileges of the fair trader: They are humbly of opinion, 
that the Stock of the Merchants House might be consider­
ably increased, by extending the right of membership to all 
traders in the place, who are willing to contribute to the 
above good purposes, a8 after-mentioned. And as Mr. 
Brown, the present Dean of Guild, from a principle of 
public spirit, and a just regard to the interest of the House, 
18 willing to quit and recede from his right of chusing the 
rncmb I'S of his House, for the next year of his office (should 
ho, a" haH b on always customary, be thereto re-elected) 
with thi ~ provi8ion, That it be enacted by the House, that 
11i8 811 C ij'HOfM in om , Hhl\lI COliform thereto, and observ.e 
the 8(\1111): 'fit C()IlImitte th rotl,r hUllIbly submit the 
subs «11 lit It 11 I 11 tet th c;4)11Mltl ll flltioll of'thll f(OIlMC. 

Pri!llo. Thllt, il: "Iwllhl hc (1IIU:t(lCl ullcl ordllill 'cl, by the 
D 1111 nr (luihl (Lllcl M l rchlllltM llelllll , That their present 
S t or 'oll~titllll(lll , ' OI1I11HJllly nil 1I t.h Guildry ( 80 filr as 
altered by the t()lIowitlH 11 KIIIIlI,i()lI t1, whi 'h 01" lIot incon­
sistent with the Set, ulld 110 f'urth r) Mhall U8 nnd deter­
mine from and after the second Wednesday after the election 
of Magistrates in October nex,t, at which time the under­
written provisions 'and Rules 'are to take place, viz. All 
members or traders within the city, foreign or domestic, 
wholesale or retail, of a fair character, who are willing to 
pay to the Collector of the Merchants House for the time, 
five shillings 8terIiug. alld engnge themselves to pay to him 
four ' shillings sterlillg yearly, fr()m and after the said time, 
are to be admitted and recorded in a book to be kept for 
that purpose, as the only Members of the Merchants House. 

Secundo, That upon the second Wednesday after the 
election of .the Magistrates in October next, at four in the 
afternoon, these members with the Dean of Guild, shall 
meet in the Merchants Hall, at which time the Dean of 
Guild, by himself, shall make choice of twelve out of the 
recorded members, either foreign 01' home traders, and shall 
leet the remainder of the recorded members in twenty-foul' 
leets, whereof twelve leets shall contain foreign traders, and 
'the other twelve leets contain home or inland traders ; and, 
by plurality of votes of the recorded members, make choice 
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of one out of each leet of the said twenty-rolli' leets, making 
up twenty-four persons, who, with the twelve made choice.. 
of by the Dean of Guild, are, with the Merchant Magistrates 
and Collector of the House for the time, to constitute and 
compose the Dean of Guild's Council of the ~erchants 
House and with him to represent the community of the 
l\'1erch~nts House for the ensuing year; and so forth yearly 
thereafter, the Dean of Guild for the time, and the whole 
recorded and booked members of the Merchants House,. to 
meet upon the second Wednesday after the election ?f the 
Magistrates, at four, in the afternoon, and make choice ~f 
thirty-six persons, as said is, who, with the Merchant Magi­
strates and Collector for the time, arc to compos the Dean 
of Guild's Council, and with him to r present the community 
of the M rchantti Houllo for tho ensuing year, as said is, and 
have all the powers and privileges, which by law or practice 
presently are, or havo been vested in the Dean of Guild and 
Merchants House, without prejudice always to the Dean of 
Guild on extraordinary emergencies, in all time coming, to 
conve~n the whole recorded and booked members of the 
Merchants House, for their advice and direction, which is to 
be a rule to him and his Council. . 

Tertio, That on the second Wednesday after the election 
of the Magistrates, in the year one thousand seven hundred 
and forty eight, and on the same day e,very year thereafte~, 
at ten in the forenoon, the Dean of GUild, Merchant Magl­
£trates, Collector of the House for the time, and his Cou~cil 
foresaid, of thirty-six persons, the major part of them bemg 
a quorum, shall meet in the Merchants Hull, where the Dean 
of Guild for the timo shall, in the usual munl1er as formerly, 
make up leets of the said ,thirty-six persons;. and out of the 
t\aid leets, the Dean of GUild, Merchant Magistrates, Collec­
tor for the time, and the said thirty-~ix persons, ,or th~ir q'!o­
rum in the case of the Dean of GUild for the, time hiS bemg 
the~ two years in office, shall make choice of three of their 
Dumber out of the said thirty-six; but in case the Dean of 
Guild for the time has been only one year then in office, then 
they shall make choice but of two persons, who are to be 
added to and with the said present Dean of Guild; and that 
as the leet to be presented to the Magistrates and Town­
Council by the Merchants House, to, the elfe~t one of tl~e 
said three may be chosen by the Magistrates, 1 own-Council, 
and Deacons of Crafts~ to bear office as D~an of ~uild for 
the then ensuing year; and ,the Dean of GUlI~ and hIS Co'!n­
cil to name so many of their number to vote m the electIOn 
of the Dean of Guild, and Deacon Conveener, as will balance 
.the Deacons of Crafts, as has been formerly used. 

9'1 
~lIlIrl(), That upon the Thursday theteafter, ~he Dean of 

(,,,lIeI .L.1I1 his Council, with the Merchant Magistrates and 
Culll'lllllr for the time, shall meet in the Merchants Hall, and 
milk, ('iwi '0 of four of their number to be liners and brethren 
tlt'th, J) 'llll of Guild's Court, for the Merchant-rank for the 

011.' clI8uing, according as they ha~e been in use formerly, 
(lllinto, That no person be admitted to vote as a member 

or the House, in chusing the Council of' twenty-four, or be 
capable to be' elected one of that number, or of th.e twelv,e 
to be named by the Dean of Guild, who has not P~)(J ~p h.s 
poor rates, for the preceding year or years; and t~.s Without 
prejudice to all other execution for payment of sa.d duty, as 
accords of'the law. 

Se.1:to That in case of the death, or incapacity of a Dean 
nf Gllild, during the currency of his office, the immedi:l;tely 
prlll ' "illg D an of Guild on life, and capable to offiCiate, 
I4 hllll lift IIH sllch, arrd have all the powers of that office, 
VIIMII (I III hilll till the ordinary time of election, excepting 

M,llIt, 111111 Villi. ill t I" TowlI,Collllcil; and that upon the 
IIIClIIII WI,h",., 11I IIn,lr till \ 11'I 'Iioll of the Muglstl'fltes, 

hllllK 1111 IIIIY /1'11',1 fi. r t'IIIIHllljt thu Dl'lI lI or (Jllild, in fiSC 
uf't lll thlllfh, "h.'lII III I '"' IlItll~pClHItI()1I .. I' Ihllt ,,!IIl'I.l,-lWllr ',:, 
rill' thl 1"'111111111111( YI'"", !h" )l1 "'M'!" wlw h'H'1\ IIfhel ~1I1111 'd~­
HI Iy IH fill' hhll l .11111 fllllllll( CIf hllll, till \'('.'HIl II • III 11 I(' d.-
1I IIIIy hllli.l" hllll , Hlmll lIl't 11 J)I'IIII "I' (; 1Ii1, , IUIII hav' the 
lUll P()Wl"'" ,l\ th J) :1lI. Ill' (illild ';"'~lIld hav' i,t' prcs nt, 

cith'r by th '1' regulntlons, or the Uud,b'y, HO fllr liS not 
hereby altered. . 

Septimo, That the whole clauses, rul es and articles, con­
tained in the said Letter of Guildry, not hereby altered, 
shall continue in full force, as if these pi'esents had never 
been dev.iscd or execute. 

Lastly, For the encouragement of all fair traders, to be­
eome nlembers of this House, by paying and engaging as 
aforesaid, it is proposed that it shoul(1 lJe enacted, that 
henceforth, in time coming, charities of all kinds in the dis­
posal of the Merchants House (l imited mortifications, a1l d 
these already enrolled, excepted) shall be bestowed on such 
poor as have been entered members of this House, or, their 
indigent widows or children, preferable to all other claimers 
wha.tever; and it is proposed to be recommen~ed to the 
Dean of Guild, to lay an extract of these resolutIOns, when 
a~reed to by the House! before the M~gistrates ~nd Coun­
cd, for their approbatIOn and authority. Whlc~ report 
above-written, being read, heard, and duly and dehbel'ately 
considered by the Dean of Guild, and whole members of 
the House, they unanimously agree thereto, and upprove 

N 
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t.hereof, in the whole heads, clauses, articles, provisions, 
rules, and regulations above-written, and enact and ordain 
the same to take effect, and to have full force and strength, 
from and after the date hereof, and enact, that the Dean of 
Guild, his successors in office, shal'l conform to the said 
rules, and observe the same in' all points. And the House 
recommend, and remit to, and-'emp'o'wer tlhe Dean of Guild, 
to lay the above act of the House before the Magistrates and 
Council for their approbation, and to interpone their autho­
rity thereto, as the said act bears. Which being heard, 
read, and considered by the Magistrates and Council, they 
ratify and approve of the same, in the haiH heads and clauses 
thereof, and interpone their uuthority thereto: with this 
provision and condition, that no person be admitted a mem­
ber of the Merc1lllnts I-louse, but such as are actual Bur-' 
gesses and Guild-Brethren of the city, previous to their 
being admitted members of the Merchants House. 

ExtraCted by, 

JOHN M'GILCHRIST, 
DEPUTE-CLERK. 

1641 
1679 
1680 
16!12 
lll!),'! 
l(W" 
l<if}~ , 

IO{H 
.If/un 
I tin 
160/1 
W07 
HiDl! 
)Uf)H 
I Of}!) 
1699 
HJ09 
1699 
1700 
1700 
1700 
1700 
1'701 
1'701 
1'701 
1I70!l 
l'703 
1703 
1'703 
Jl703 
P04 
11704-
1704-
1'704 
1'70+ 
1'705 
1'705 
1'705 
1705. 
.1706, 
1706 
170~ 

LIST OF BENEFACTORS 

TO THE 

Patrick Bell, mercl.lant, 
Zllcharias Zebbes, sugar-bollet', 
John Walkinshaw, .of Barrowfield, 
MichacI Wallace, M. D. 
.Tames Muscl.lct, merchant, 
.'111011 Olcodie. minister of Glasgow. 
.1\11111 Urowlllie. mcrchallt, 
'1t\l"~rt Clunphull. 01' North Woodside. 
.huu,-,. Ollf"hlt(. tU lJrdllmt, -
'l'III'III". C""wl\.rol. Ill' C;rllwl\"tiNbul'll. 
11 my 11,,1111 • l'l'\llld,t,r. 
'1'1111111". ,I ""lh",. 1II,,,.~hlllll . 
Itlll lllr~ (JIIVIIII. wrllllr. 
',1'1'111111'" J"Io,,""lII. III ('t,.lulI,l , 
J"hll LlK'ld~ • .u~11II 1)1' OlllkL 
)\1"rlllll '111111. 1'~ II( lt of l'I· .. OOKI: ()rllh"III, 
Johll 8mllh, lIl~rolo,,"t, 
John Wnllllc .... M. D. 
Gillies Mitchell, merchant in Iro'Jund. 
.Tohn Gilchrist, tayIor, DeacoQ-Convener. 
John Graham, of Dougaldston, 
Cuthbert Cam pbell, merchant, 
Andrew Walls. merchant, 
Christian Mitcholl. relict of ThoIl)QS Justice, 
John Crnig, mOl'chunt, 
JameR I [mltlcrRon. IllCrcllllnt, 
JUm'lH 'OllJllhoUII, Il4to Bnillio. -
Willillln Cmwf'lInl. Incrchullt. 
John NUl'ier. mer"',,,,,,,. 
Murgnrct }Jarn.., rcH·t 0(' llqbort Govlln. writer, 
Georgo Bogle. merclllLl,t •• 
John Mitch ... lI. lrIlllt.lIlIIlI. 

Simon Buird. mcrchullt. -
WiIliam Cruig. morc!lIu,t. 
John Adam. morclllll,t. 
Andrew Morison. lIIorchunt. -
Robert Cross. morchunt, -
John M'Kcrroll. DulI)in. 
WilIiam Hoick. merchant, 
Adam Montgomcrie. Stoc,kholm, 
John Craw/ort.!. of Milton, 
Marion Stul4rt, relict of John ,Ni~l>,et. 

,£ s. d. 
- III 2 2! 

189 IS 9 
' 8 6 8 
868 
8 6 8 

56 5 4 
8 6 8 

11 2 2j 
8 6 8 
B 6, 8 
8. 6 8 

fitJ 11 It 
... 13 4 
211 0 0 
:n 1 fif 
10 (]) 0 

6 (j 8 
8 6 8 

10 0 0 
55 11 Ij 

- 166 15 4 
868 

27 IS 6j 
8 6 8 

138 17 9j 
8 6 8 
8 6 8 
868 

- 222 4 5f 
8 6 8 
8 6 8 

11 2 2j 
868 
8 6 8 
8 6 8 

16 13 4 
8 6 8 
8 6 8 

27 17 6' 
30 11 If ?T 

8 6 8 
8 6 ' 8 



1706 
1706 
1707 
1707 
1707 
1707 
1708 
1708 
1708 
1708 
1708 
1708 
1709 
1709 
1710 
1710 
1710 
1711 
1711 
~711 
1712 
1712 
1712 
1715 
1713 
1713 
1713 
J714 
1714 
1714 
1715 
1716 
1716 
1716 
1717 
1717 
1717 
1717 
1718 
1718 
1718 
1719 
1719 
1719 
1719 
1719 
1720 
1720 
1720 
1720 
1720 
1720 
1720 
1720 
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Robert Corbet, 
Ale~ander Brownlie, merchant, 
\Villiam Boyd, merchant, 
Colin CnmpbeU, of Blythswood, 
John Campbell, of Woodside, 
John Leckie, of Newlands, 
John Bryson, merchant, -
James Walkinshaw, of that Ilk, 
Thomas Kennedy, M. D. 
David Wotherspoon, merchant, 
John Aitcheson, of RochsoUoch, 
James Coulter, merchant, 
James Rohertson, merchant, 
Alexander Carlile, merchant, -
Andrcw won., merchant, 
John AnderllOn, of' Dowhill, -
Thomas Bllxtcr, merchant-taylor, 
Patrick Oow, merchant, 
Robert Rac, Dean of Guild, 
James Peadie, Jun. of Ruchill, 
John Alexander, of Blackhouse, 
William Hiackburn, merchant, 
Robert Anderson, merchant in St. Lucar, Spain, 
James M'Bride, Town Clerk, -
James Blair, merchant, 
William Wallace, merchant, 
Willian\ Donaldson, merchant, 
Andrew Adam, merchant, 
Provost Johnston of Dumfries, 
Adam Ritchie, merchant, -
James Govan, merchant, 
Jame. Inglis, merchant, 
John Rac, merchant, 
Mr. B"rclny, -
Andrew Cnthcart, merchant, -
Jame. Peadie, Provost, 
James Thomson, tanner, 
Hugh Wallace, merchant, 
Matthew Aitcheson, merchant, 
Waiter Colquhoun, merchant, -
Thomas M 'Kie, of Longton, -
William F1eming, merchant, 
James Hillhouse, of Bristol, -
Gcorge Craig, merchant, -
George Campbell, merchant, -
John Govan, of Hogganfield, 
Clnud Henderson, merchant, -
Andrcw M'Kinny, merchant, 
Janet Anderson, -
Thomas Thomson, Dean of Guild, 
John Buchanan, of Blackrigs, 
Patrick Bell, merchant, 
l\fary Bell, relict of George CampbeU, 
John Rae, of Tannochside, 

£ s. 
11 . 2 

8 6 
8 6 

11 2 
8 6 

11 2 
8 6 
8 6 
8 6 
8 6 
8 6 

15 0 
8 6 
8 6 

27 15 
11 2 

8 6 
8 6 
8 6 
8 6 
8 6 
8 6 

50 0 
16 15 

8 6 
II 2 
8 6 
8 6 

27 15 
8 6 

627 I 
8 6 
8 6 
511 

10 0 
10 0 
II 2 

8 6 
8 6 

16 13 
8 6 
8 6 

41 13 
8 6 
8 6 

10 0 
20 0 

8 6 
II 2 

- 131 2 
8 6 
8 6 
8 6 
8 6 

d. 
2j 
8 
8 
2j 
8 
2i' 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
o 
8 
8 
6" 
2~ 
8 
8 
8 
8 
S 
8 
o 
4 
8 
2i-
8 
8 
61-
8 
8 
8 
8 
It 
o 
o 
2j 
8 
8 
4 
8 
8 
4 
8 
8 
o 
o 
8 
2" 
l· l' 
8 
8 
8 
8 

1720 
1721 
1721 
1721 
1721 
1721 
1721 
1721 
1722 
1722 
1722 
1722 
1722 
1722 
1722 
1'122 
17fJ3 
)723 
]7ll:; 
1723 
1724 
17 2-1 
1725 
1725 
1720 
1725 
1725 
1725 
1725 
1725 
1726 
1726 
1726 
1726 
1727 
1727 
1727 
1728 
1728 
172!! 
1728 
1728 
1728 

1750 . 
1730 
1730 
1730 
1730 
1731 
1731 
1731 
1731 
1731 
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Andre ... Gibson, Captain, 8 6 8 
Alexander Colquhoun, merchant, 10 0 0 
Willlam Smith, late Bail lie, merchant, 10 0 0 
Thomas Peter, Dcsn of Guild, - - 166 13 4 
Robcrt Campbell, of Stockholm, mercbant, 20 0 0 
J. Grabam, of DougaldslOn, 5 11 If 
William Gow, mercbant, 8 6 8 
John Thom60n, merchant, 8 6 8 
Andrew Leitch, mercbant, 27 15 6j 
John Todd, merchant, 8 6 8 
James Maxwcll, of Maxworth, 8 6 8 
John Sprcull, merchant, - 8 6 8 
Alexander Fullerton, merchant, 481 9 6j 
Margaret Baizie, relict of William Napier, Provost, 8 6 8 
John Boys and Janet Tarbet, 10 8 8 
John Bryson, Sen. merchant, 10 0 0 
Johll Bowman, Provost, - 8 6 8 
.Jean· Fleming, of Milton, 10 0 0 
Ualbcrt NeilllOn, merchant, 8 6 8 
John Alrcl, 101 Provost, 480 0 0 
.Iohll l\rY"41n, 11\ rclllmt, - 8 6 II 
Nl.1I M 'C.III1IO, mllr'l'Rnt, 8 6 8 
Jlllnry IIln\lOIl, nilll't'hllnt, Mlnchlllwr, ' - 8 6 8 
Andruw M'K".II, III ""hllllt-III)'lor, t.(,llldoll, 50 0 0 
Jamll8 lIunl I, '''''".hlllll, - 11 11 2i 
MII'lCa,oL Woddrull, r\lll~t ur Alldl'(lw W.II", mcr~h. 11 II 2 
WIII(IUII A .hlldel!!, III r,'hlllll, • • _ 8 6 8"'S 
llobcrt ' fcud, rrtl!rchallt In LOI\llon, J 6 13 1-
John hllrt" .... '"lltclllllll, 8 6 g 
Hober! H8rn»80ll, lor his \nother, 8 6 8 
Michael Hume, mercbant, 8 6 8 
James Carlile, merchant, - 8 6 8 
Margaret Nisbet, of Dougaidston, • 8 6 8 
Andrew Craig, merchant, - 8 6 8 
JaIlles Anderson, merchant, - 8 6 8 
Jaml!ll Johnston, merchant, latc Baillie, 16 13 4 
Margaret Dunlop, 8POUIIC of Robcrt Saunders, 8 6 8 
Hugh 'Warden, mcrcllllllt, 8 6 8 
John Wallacc, of Eldcrslic, 8 6 8 
Isobcl Bogie, daughter of Jamcs Bogie, - 8 6 8 
WiIliam Knox, 10 0 0 
James Peadic, of Ruchill, l'rovost, - 20 0 0 
'Robert Saunders, of Auldhousc-The Lands of Auld-

house, valued at 37/. ID,. per annum, and - - 611 2 ~ .. 
Gilbert Buchanan, Dean of Guild, - 27 15 61 
James Colquboun, of Langloan, '8 6 8 
John Graham, 8 6 8 
Malcom Stark, merchant, - 8 6 8 
William Car\ile, merchant, 8 6 8 
Sir James Campbell, of Houstoun, 10 0 0 
WilIiam Hamilton, Rector of the Grammar-Scbool, 22 4 5' r John l_uke, of Clay thorn, - 222 4 5~· 
John Pcadie, of Rucbill, - 20 0 0 
Hu,h Dlack, lIj.elChaDt, • 6 8 
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1136 John BI!lckburn, merchant., 8 6 8 1755 John Ritchie, merchant, 15 15 0 1736 Michllcl Wallacc, merchnnt, 8 6 8 1755 Mnrgarct 1Iell, III 2 ~i' T 1736 A certain Person, 5 0 0 17S6 WilJillm Bo~lc, of Boglcshole, - 10 0 0 1736 John Stark, Provost, 10 0 0 171J(1 '111OIIlIIII Yui , of Dllrlcith, - 10 0 0 1737 Lady Stewort, of Castlemilk, - 8 6 8 17/W .'.III ~ H A ntlt , ....,,,, me,cluml, - 10 0 Cl 1737 John 13aird, merchant, 15 0 0 17117 J.m~M D uulol" of Il olI"l'ili ll, m~l'chl\nt, A 6 8 1737 James NewaU, merchant, 10 0 0 17117 J ohn Ilruw lI, I II I ~ P""~II"I . - 10 0 0 1738 William Andvson, merchant, late Baillie, - 8 (; 8 17.n 11,Q1l\lrl Villi , Ill' I}nrl Il l. , 10 0 0 1738 John Dickson, merchant, 8 6 8 17.17 I.. lly Crlll/(lll lll", 10 0 Cl 1738 J,ohn Craig, wright" Baillie, 8 6 8 17/ifl .' ohll (J I'IIY, HI rC!lIlIlII . 10 0 () 1738 John Hunter, merchant, 8 6 8 1760 (J~orj(\I Itll llll ll l, - Ii 0 0 1759 \ Villiam Bowman, merchant, 10 0 0 1750 &""' I M'('AII, II I !l'd .. ",I, 15 0 0 1739 James Lorimer, merchant, 15 0 0 17110 .' ohn 1111Inll lOlI , III I'd III Ill, 20 0 0 1740 Michael Stewart. of Blackball, - 9 9 0 1759 'l1,omllH Wllllnce, 1IIer 'h""I', 10 0 0 1740 .t~mes Peadi~, of Ruchill, l?0 0 0 1759 JumcN Luke, 111 c rclull1t~ 10 0 0 1741 James Speir, merchant, 8 6 8 1759 Andrew Buchanan, lotc P rovost, 20 0 0 1742 Robert Drcg.horn, wright, 8 6 8 1759 Hugh Brown, merchant, 1010 0 1742 Robert Cross, Bail1ie, 10 0 0 1759 Robert Young, from the West Indies, 10 10 0 1745 Bessy BogIe, relict of Roloert Boglc, Sen. 8 6 8 1760 J ames Donal!l, late Baillie, - 20 0 0 1744 Mntthew Crawford, merchant, - 1.1 0 0 1760 Robcrt, Dreghorn, of Blochairn, 10 0 0 1744 Jobn Ritchie, merchant, 8 6 8 1761 Archilmld Buclmnan, late BaiJIie, 20 0 0 1744 John Orr, of Barrowtleld, 25 0 0 1761 lloloert Seott, of' K illenrn , 10 0 0 1744 Robert Dunmoor, merchant, 15 0 0 1762 Marth .. Miller, relict of J ohn Luke, of Cloy thorn, 10 10 0 1745 Colin Campbell, of BlytJ!swoocl, 16 13 4 1762 Roloert DunloJl, of' Holl'lChill, IS 0 0 1745 John Baird, of Craigton, 10 10 0 1762 Georgc lluciaal1ulI, of MOllnt VCrn(lll. 20 0 0 1745 -Tames Anderson, Jun. merchant, 10 0 0 1762 James Mitehcll, Sen, - 20 0 0 l745 George Leitch, merchant, 10 0 0 1762 John Roe, of' Little GOVtlll, 10 0 0 1748 James Murdoch, merchant, 1~ 0 0 1762 Captain WilJjam Dunlop, 10 0 0 1748 Thomas Wallace, of CairnhiIJ, 10 0 0 1762 Miss J anet Donald, 10 0 0 1748 John Ro!>ertson, Sen. stationer, 10 0 0 1763 WiJliam M'Call, merchant, - 10 0 0 1748 Robert Boyd, merchant, 10 10 0 1763 Alexander Oswald, of Scolstoun, 10 0 0 1748 Ricbard Bell, merchant, Anderston, 8 6 8 1763 John Cochran, merchont, 10 0 0 1748 Mllry Ronuld, relict of John Molle, 80 0 0 1763 John Murdoch, late Baillie, 10 0 0 1748 James Smellie, Sen. merchant, 8 6 ~ 1763 Robert Seott, merchant, 10 0 0 1749 Thomas Mnxwcll, Captain, - 8 6 8 1763 Elizabeth Graham, relict of Robert BogIe, 10 0 0 1749 John Robertson. merchant, 25 0 (} 1764 Lallrence Dinwiddie, of Germiston, II 2 2'1 John Luke, late Bai!lie, 10 0 0 1764- I .aurenec Seott, banker, _ :r 1750 

10 0 0 1750 Thomas M 'Elmory, merchant, 8 6 ~ 1764 AlIan Dreghom, of Ruchi1J, _ 21 0 0 1752 ;l;ohn 'Bogie, of Hamilton Fann, - 20 0 It 1767 Gcorgc Kippin, tobacconist, 10 0 0 

-
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Daniel B,\xter. hookseller. -
Anclrcw Marshall. merchant, 
Charles Selkirk. merchant, -
John Clark, merchant, 
George MiIlar. of Frankfield, 
James Coulter, merchant, ~ ' 
William Lang, late Haillie, -
Thomas Dunlllore, merchant. - --
Marg, Smyth. spouse to Geo. Oswa!.l. of S,'otstoun, 
Dr. James O swald, minister orlfle g'{)spd at ~ lct.hven, 
Margaret Coulter. daughter of the late .John COl.lltor. 

merchant, IInd Lord Provost. 
James Dennistolln, of Colgr:liu 1 

John Allchincloss, - -
Ohri.'tian Dunlop, 
.1. M 'Grcgor, -
AI"x llnllm' Low, late Dean of Guild. 
n""'OR M' filiI. -
,Jullu ( :""'1'1)1'11, .,1' (;11I,lIil', 

I, ~ IllllllllwlHIIII, ",1' ('"I,(I'uin, '''Ill .M iss l\1urion 
11 11'"'" 11. • • • 

l"ilVU~t ,Iuhll IIII"h'" '"II, 
.Iulll' \ . h,"Io, 
A hl ~ I"I(IIII 1),"11'''''''' " , 
MI Ofj "il w,III,,,tlt 11 11\', 
,Ill'" ~ MII''''', Il l' ( "'IIIII I" 'MIi , 
Joltu 11111 lit , Ill' ( ' ,'h j( 1111, 

£ s. rI: 
20 0 0 
20 0 0 
50 0 0 
21 0 0 
20 0 0 
25 0 0 
10 0 0 
10 10 0 
10 10 0 
20 0 0 

20 0 0 
20 0 0 
10 10 0 
30 0 0 
21 0 0 
20 0 0 
20 0 0 
25 0 0 

21i 0 0 
110 0 0 
Jl () 0 0 
110 () (I 

1110 () () 
...:. 0 () 
,-.4) 'I .,. 
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